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TELETYPE*

TO NEW YORK (44-1609)

4725/58
’ PLAINTEXT

URGENT

FROM SACRAMENTO (100-427)

MURKIN

RE NEW YORK TEL APR^TWENTY

E P T ONE NINE NINE* ^

DOUGLAS ARTHUR DOWLING

LAST RE CALIF LICENSE

AT KERN COUNTY SO

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF, AND HOT IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT, DOWLING

ELIMINATED QN BASTS OF PHOTO AND FINGERPRINT CLASSIFICATION

INQUIRY OF RELATIVE AT BAKERSFIELD REVEALED DOWLING HAD BEEN

IN NEW YORK DURING PAST MONTH WITH SIXTY DODGE, TELCALL

RECEIVED FROM DOWLING TODAY STATING HE WAS IN ARKANSAS

EN ROUTE TO BAKERSFIELD AND HAD BEEN IN NEW YORK DRIVING

HIS SIXTY DODGE

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS*

OSW
Memphis (AM)

CNS/lma 
(1)

searched..... ..iNDaroT^

SERIALIZED.^. . . . FILED. J’j/ ■

' An9O61968 7
_____' FBI —MEMPHIS’ /
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. BBS HAS HEARD HE HASSHAHS

‘ CALLER AISO STAGED 9

oaller also stated ss

SHIS WOMH® CAME MK1 

. KAHSAS COT* ATTEMPT

KAHSAS, AHD DCTBMXHE IF ® 

: JAMES EARL RAY* / -

- . MD PAC® CO*,- J .

BEST ■ ? ■ '. ' .' ' ' ■ . ■

imAira, AHOmtOCS F^

Y IB ADVISED SHE HAS CCXESIH MAMED 

©BSCS. SAMSAS. SHE STAYED SHE HAS 

tOB BE IS APPROXIMATE AOE CF

3) SHE SMBS WHS # ps ACTIVITIEB

E DOES MOT SHOT HER COWSIH’SSPECIFIC

BA WB HE MAIHTAIH8 A POST QFFICE

® DOES HOT WAMTH^ CODKK TOLEABI 

[A MOTIVE. . •;

SO MOT!|gK^M, MC PHEAR8CH, 

B- COBID P08SIBIY HE IDEHT WB®-7
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DEPUTY SHERIFF CHARLES ROSS, STARK COUNT! SO, CANTON, OHIO, 

ADVISED THAT NILES HAD ON ONE OCCASION ASKED HIM IF HE KNEW 

WHERE HE COULD GST A SNIPERS RIFLE, ROSS STATED THAT SH# 

TOLD HIM THAT IF HE THOUGHT IT WOULD PREVENT INTEGRATION HE

■•> H KHWI.^ IS THE INDIVIDUAL

REFERRED TO IN BUREAU TKCTB TO CLEVELAND THIS DATE, 

IT IS NOTED THAT RICHMOND IS THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN IN

BUREAU THIS DATS REQUESTED THAT ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAT HAS

301 IDENTIFIED ASTHE ASSAILANT, RICHMOND SHOULD CONDUCT :

WILLIAMS

coBspmm^ /

BUREAU TE THIS DATE ALSO NOTED THAT MERRm .

N MAT SIXTYONE, HAD ADVISED THE CLEVELAND OFFICE 

THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A CALL FROM A FRIEND OF HIS WHO KNEW OF

SEVEN ONE MILVERTON R<UD, SHAKER HEIGHTS ADVISED THIS DATE 

THAT HE RECALLED WWW FBI CONCERNING A WHITE M1LE 

END PAG® TWO
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HE HAD KNOWN AS A DRINKINGCOMPANION IN SIXTYONE. WILLIAMS

WAS EMPLOYED, W ANT BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS 

MAN, WILLIAMS ADVISED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL, ALTHOUGH HE HAO 

TALKED WITH HIM ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS HAD ONLY MENTIONED THE 

PLOT TO KILL KINO ONCE. WILLIAMS STATED THAT ON RECOLLECTION 

HE IS NOT SURE IP THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS SERIOUS AT THAT TIME

AT THE CARNEGIE BAR IN CLEVELAND, AND BELIEVES HE HAS SEEN HIM 

RECENTLY POUR AGO.

-ElW-;
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SAC, JACKS©!

SAC, DALLAS (44-2649)

Al© JACKSON TELETYPE,

MYRTI8 RUTH HENDRICKS

OO-MBmiS. RE TELETYPE, APRIL TWENTY-THREE, LAST

FOR ’SSlEs 1 * PROSTITUTE SHORTLY BEFORE LAST CHRISTMAS 

WHICH WAS BEFORE SHE STARTED WORKING IN RESTAURANT IN LATTER

BART OF MARCS, LAST. SHE WAS ALWAYS TAKEN TO A HOUSE ON OUTSKIRTS 

OF LAUREL AT NIGHT FOB HEI PROSTITUTION DATES. HOUSE WAS ONE 

STORY, WAS AMONG OTHER LARGE HOUSES IN AREA WHICH W»E NUT CLOSE 

TOGETHER. THERE WAS GAS LIGHT IN REKT YARD AND HAD A CHIMNEY . 

WHICH WAS FOR MOCK FIREPLACE IN HOUSE. DOSS NOT RECALL HOW MANY

ROOM* IE HOUSE BUT RECALLS ONE ROOM WAS ALWAYS 

WAS WHERE KLAR MEETINGS WERE HELD. SHEJTORKED

NINE PM UNTIL MTONIGHT.

THAR FOR HER?

LOCKED AND BELIEVES THIS

AT HOUSE ITOH ABOUT

E CUSTOMERS NIX HAD

'-ft

1-DftlUM
1-Bureau (44-38861) (AM)

XlttteKphis (44-188?) (AN) 
'-fBiw (3)
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PAGE TWO

DL 44~2649

NIX'S STATBfXNT "I GOT A CALL ON THE KING" WAS OVERHEARD WHK 

SO VAS UPSTAIRS IN THE RESTAURANT. BELIEVES STATStSn' VAS SABS 

TO SAM WHO LIV» UPSTAIRS AT KX8TAVRANT, NAO NOT RECALLED. SHE WAS 

IN BATHROOM AT TIME A# DOES NOT KNOT IE ANYONE ELSE PRESENT OUTSIDE 

VITE NII. WEEK NIX MADE STATEMENT "MARTIN LUTHER KING 18 DEAD”, HE 

VAS STANDING IN LDITTLE SOOTH WHERE FOOD IS SERVED TO PERSONS AT 

DRIVE-IN. SHE STATED THIS REMARK WAS MADE IN EARLY EVENING SOT 

SHE DOES NOT RECALL WHO WAS PRESENT.

■ AIR MAIL COPIES TO DORSAD AND MEMPHIS. ~ P -
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File - Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. I 60)

44-1987-File Date
Case No. Last Serial

Serial No.

Employee

RECHARGE Date

To From

Date charged

Employee

Location

Date 
Charged

Class.
□ Pending I I Closed

Description of Serial

THE-FOLLOWING SERIAL TRANSFERRED TO EK 
RIK FILE 44-1987-SUB-L

Serial 767 ( Legat. Ottawa TT to Dir 4-23-68) 
" 7x •

— -------7643—(Legat; Mexieo-Ix City TT to Dir
4-23-68(

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



File * Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 11 0)

Fil. 44-1987-____
Class. 

□ Pending
Case No. Last Serial

Date

Serial No,
I I Closed

Description of Serial
Date 
Charged

SERIAL 766 TRANSFERRED TO FILE 44-1987-SUB-J
AS SERIAL XX 39

5-15-68 llh

Employee

To

Employee

Location

RECHARGE

From

Date

Date charged
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FBI SMPHIS

FBI BWHM

10:35AM URGENT 4-26-63 FAS

T3 DIRECTOR AND SAC’S MEMPHIS AND MOBILE 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURK IN. .

IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE MAY NOW BE RESIDING 

IN TERRITORY OF BIRMINGHAM OFFICE ANY FORMER INMATES OF MISSOURI 

STATE PRISON WHO MAY HAVE KNOWN SUBJECT, CONTACT HAD WITH U. S. 

PROBATION OFFICER, BIRMINGHAM. HE WILL CHECK RECORDS AND ADVISE. 

CONTACT HAD ALSO WITH WARREN GASTON, STATE PAROLE AND PROBATION 

.OFFICER, BIRMINHGAM DISTRICT, WHO IS ALSO CHECKING FILES. HE 

SUGGESTED COVERAGE OF ENTIRE STATE OF ALABAMA FOR THIS PURPOSE MAY 

BE EFFECTED THROUGH CONTACT WITH L. B. STEPHENS, ALABAMA PAROLE AND 

PROBATION EXECUTIVE, STATE OFFICE BUILDING, MONTGOMERY, WHO HAS 

FILES ON PAROLEES REFERRED TO HIS OFFICE UNDER AND INERSTATE COMPACT 

AND ARE BROKEN DOWN REFLECTING STATE OF REFERRAL. . .

M03ILE CONTACT STEPHENS, AND OBTAIN THIS INFORMATION.

.INDEXED.

.FILED..,..

PARA ONE, LINE TEN, WRD NINE? AN 5®
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FBI MEMPHIS '

FBI MIAMI

302 PM URGENT 4/26/68 SHR

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSONVILLE, KANSAS CITY AND

MEMPHIS ■

FROM MIAMI 44-1354 /P/ 3 P f^H

MURK IN

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS 

CITY, SPRINGFIELD, MIAMI, APR. TWO FOUR LAST.

PAUL ALVIN LAIL, THREE FOUR BARBADOS, PALM SPRINGS, FLA., SAID 

HE KNEW RAY FOR THREE YEARS IN MO. STATE PEN BUT HAS NOT SEEN OR HEARD 

FROM RAY SINCE HE GOT OUT A LITTLE OVER TWO YEARS AGO.

LAIL SAID LEWIE ’’WHITEY" DOWDA WORKED WITH RAY IN KITCHEN MO. 

STATE PEN AND WOULD KNOWN MUCH MORE ABOUT HIM. ALSO NEAL ABBEY WAS 

RAY’S REAL BUDDY AND WOULD REALLY KNOW MUCH MORE ABOUT RAY THAN ANYBODY 

ELSE. LAIL SAID HE DID NOT KNOW IF A3BEY WAS IN OR OUT OF MO. STATE 

PEN.

LAIL ADVISED RAY ASSOCIATED WITH GROUP WHO KILLED NEGROES IN

MO. STATE PEN BUT DOES NOT KNOW IF RAY WAS IN ON IT OR NOT. HE SAIB

RAY NOT RACIST BUT KNOWS HE DID NOT LIKE NEGROES AS MOST OF THE INMATES 

FELT THE SAME WAY ABOUT NEGROES. ^ /^y-^^
, LAIL ADVISED RAY WOULD BE HARD TO FIND AND FEELS THAT ME WILL* LniL flLZ V A«-> L* V j\n । w U^Lu JLi Hn .\U io TA Ivy MiVU F uuL»O X Fl “ 1 Hu* wlU

X4U
HAVE A FORTYFIVE <ITOMATIC ’’STASHED” ON HIM AND WOULD NOT GIVE UP
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44-1354

riiSE TWO

ALSO RAY WOULD NOT HIDE OUT IN COUNTRY BECAUSE HE IS A "CITY BOY

HOWEVER, DOES NOT FEEL kAY WOULD GO FOR REALLY BIG CITIES BUT A PLACE

ABOUT THE SIZE OF HOUSTON, TEXAS

LAIL ADVISED LEO BARNETT, AN EX-CON FROM MO. STATE PEN AND

BELIEVED IN JAIL SOMEWHERE IN FLA., HANDLED DOPE AND KNEW WHERE IT WAS

CODING FROM AND WOULD KNOW IF RAY USED DOPE AND WHERE AND HOW HE

GOT IT

LAIL SAID FRED MILLER, A "CUT AND

PLANT, WAS ONE OF THE LEADERS AMD KNEW

HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO FURNISH INFO ABOUT

DRY CON" WHO WORKED IN THE TAG

RAY WELL AND IF HE WOULD TALK

RAY. LAIL SAID RAY ASSOCIATED

WITH OTHERS AND NOT LONER IN HIS OPINION

LAIL RECALLED RAY ALWAYS WORE HIS HAIR CUT SHORT "BUTCH CUT" IN

SUMMER AND LONG IN WINTER

LAIL ADVISED HE

ANYTHING WILL NOTIFY

WILL THINK ABOUT RAY SOME MORE AND IF HE RECALLS

THIS OFFICE. LAIL SEEMED COOPERATIVE AND VERY

INTERESTED IN REWARD MONEY

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., ASCERTAIN AT M3. STATE P

WHEREABOUTS OF FRED MILLER AND INTERVIEW ABOUT RAY OR SET OUT LEADS

END PAGE TWO
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

328P URGENT 4/26/68 VSC

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MILWAUKEE, MEMPHIS 44-1987

LOS ANGELES 44-1574, AND BIRMINGHAM 44-1740
FROM ATLANTA 44-23'86

MURKIN

RES JAMES EARL RAY

' FOR INFOR MILWAUKEE, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX MUSTANG ABANDONED

BY RAY IN ATLANTA, APR. FIVE, LAST, HAS SEARS & ROEBUCK REPLACE­
MENT BATTERY. LOCATED ON TOP OF NEGATIVE POST IS NUMBER F FOUR 

ONE B E EIGHT. THE INSCRIPTION "SQUARE" FOUR EIGHT IS ON TOP OF 

A LEAD SHIELD WASHER AT THE NEGATIVE POST AND "C EIGHT" ON THE t 
BOTTOM OF SAME WASHER.

MILWUKEE REQUESTED TO CONTACT LARRY AMATEIS, FIELD SER-

VICE MANAGER, GLOBE UNION, INC., AND FROM THE ABOVE INFO ASCER­

TAIN SPECIFIC GLOBE UNION PLANT WHICH MANUFACTURED THIS BATTERY 

AND TO WHICH STATE, IF POSSIBLE, BATTERY WAS SHIPPED FOR SALE. 

SET OUT LEADS IF APPROPRIATE AND ADVISE ATLANTA, MEMPHIS, 

BIRMINGHAM AND LOS ANGELES OF RESULTS. P

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI — MEME

JNDEXE 
.FILED.

DISREGARD ERROR ON MY PT TUP
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FBI WASH DC

FBI MEMPHIS . '

453PM URGENT 4-26-68 MCP

TO DIRECTOR, MIAMI, AND HOUSTON 

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 IP

MURKIN. ■

RE MIAMI TEL THREE ZERO TWO P.M., APRIL TWENTYSIX.

. REFERENCE MIAMI TEL SETS FORTH INFO RECEIVED FROM PAUL 

ALVIN LAIL, FORMER MISSOURI STATE PEN INMATE. OF INTEREST’ IN 
CONNECTION WITH INTERVIEW OF LAIL IS STATEMENT THAT HE FELT RAY 

MIGHT GO TO PLACE ABOUT SIZE OF HOUSTON, TEXAS. SINCE NEIL 

ABEY ALSO KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN RESIDENT OF HOUSTON AREA, REQUEST 
MIAMI REINTERVIEW LAIL TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT HE HAD ANY 

REASON FOR PICKING OUT CITY SIZE OF HOUSTON, OR IF HE HAS 

INFO SUGGESTING RAY MAY HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ABEY OR ANYONE

ELSE IN HOUSTON.

A & D. P.
CAB _

AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM,.KANSAS CITY.

END.

FBI WASH DC ^ ^ 

TUP
>/ SlM ^'^f 
zc'^ ^ -^ ^

BEC
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PAGE TWO

GEORGIA IF HIS ESCAPE WAS SUCCESSFUL. MAJOR B. J. PORTER

PRESENTLY AT THE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON CITY, WOULD KNOW

THE IDENTITY OF THE INKATES WHO FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION

INMATE DONALD DEAN RIGGER NUMBER ZERO THREE NINE FIVE

WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH , PLACE

OF BIRTH CAMPBELL, MISSOURI, CONVICTED DECEMBER, FIFTYONE

AN INMATE AT JEFFERSON CITY FROM DECEMBER, FIFTYONE THROUGH

AUGUST, SIXTYSEVEN, WORKED IN THE KITCHEN AT THE PENITENTIARY

WITH RAY. HE ADVISED NO ONE WAS REAL FRIENDLY WITH RAY

RIGGER, BEFORE HIS APPREHENSION, JUMPED BOND AND WAS IN SALTILLO

COAHUILA, MIXICO, AND RECEIVED MAIL FROM THERE. RAY ASKED

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ECONOMY IN MEXICO AND WAS PARTICULARLY

INTERESTED IN THE ARMY STRUCTURE. IT WAS GENERALLY KNOWN THAT

IF YOU COULD GET INTO THE MEXICAN ARMY THAT YOU WOULD LOSE

YOUR IDENTITY. RIGGER ADVISED THAT THE PERSON WHO WAS CLOSEST

TO RAY WAS AN INMATE, DONALD JOHNSON, WHO PRESENTLY IS EMPLOYED

IN THE BREAD ROOM AT JEFFERSON CITY

END PAGE TWO
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EsVispris .

FBI KAN CITY ’

516PM URGENT 4-26-68 ENT 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1937) 

FROM KANSAS CITY (44-760) 2P

MURK IN. DAILY SUMMARY.

INFORMATION RECEIVED JIMMY CARPENTER, CLOSE ASSOCIATE, MSP, 

«ITH RAY IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED ST. LOUIS CO. JAIL. ST. LOUIS 

ADVISED.

FORMER ESCAPEE FROM MSP AND TOP TEN FUGITIVE, GEORGE BEN 

EDMONDSON, INTERVIEWED AT MSP. ADVISED THAT ALL INMATES ARE AWARE 

HOW EASY IT IS TO GET CANADIAN PASSPORTS IN MONTREAL BY JUST USING 

SUCH PAPERS AS 3IRTK CERTIFICATES. EDMONDSON-COULD FURNISH NO 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING RAY, OTHER THAN RAY ASSOCIATED 

WITH INMATES FROM ST. LOUIS AT MSP, AND WAS ALWAYS TRYING TO 

"MAKE- A BUCK".

RECORDS, MSP, REGARDING VISITORS TO SUBJECT DURING HIS 

INCARCERATION FURNISHED PERTINENT OFFICES. ,

FBI LABORATORY ADVISED THAT THE "GALT” WRITINGS CONSIDERED 

TOGETHER WITH SPECIMENS OF RAY’S HANDWRITING OBTAINED FROM MSP, 

CAN BE IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN PREPARED 3Y SAME INDIVIDUAL. 

HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF LIMITED QUESTIONED MATERIAL AND LACK OF 

END PAGE ONE _
SEARCHED,, 

serialized.
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PAGE TWO

OOMPARABLE LETTERS AND LETTER COMBINATIONS IT COULD MOT BE

DETERMINED WHETHER THE "HARVEY LOWMYER" SIGNATURE ON GUN INVOI

WAS PREPARED 3Y JAMES E. RAY. NUMEROUS ADDITIONAL HANDWRITING

SAMPLES BEING OBTAINED FROM MSP AND BEING FORWARDED TO FBI

LABOR ATOPY

COMPLETE SUMMARY OF PERTINENT INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED KANSAS

CITY AREA SINCE GALT WAS IDENTIFIED AS RAY, FURNISHED MEMPHIS AND

BUREAU

NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS FROM LOCAL CITIZENS REGARDING LOOK

AL IKES AND MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONTINUE TO BE RECEIVED AND

ARE

END

CAF

HANDLED IMMEDIATELY

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

MEMPHIS
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