
. FD-H6 (Rey. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO

FROM

F B I

Date: 4/27/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

LOUISVILLE (3 pgs)

MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN. CR

RE MINNEAPOLIS TEL/TO MEMPHIS APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST RE

EDWARD GEORGE WILSON

LETTER RECEIVED MINNEAPOLIS FROM PAUL L. MOORE'(PROTECT

IDENTITY), VA HOSPITAL, MINNEAPOLIS

HE HAD INFORMATION REGARDING INSTANT

ON APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST PAUL L

EMPLOYED BY MRS. CHESTER W. JOHNSON

MINNESOTA, REFLECTING

MOO

CASE

ADVISED HE WAS

BOX ONE TWO ONE, RT

FIVE, EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA. JOHNSON’S SON, JEROME

IAME ADDRESS, OWNER OF GALLERY INTERIORS

ONE EAST DRIVE, EXCELSIOR, HAD A BUSINESS

WHO LEFT THE BUSINESS OVER TWO YEARS AGO

RESIDES MEMPHIS, TENN., AND WORKS ON SHIP

A*rtel_. RIVER. ONE WEEK BEFORE DEATH

Teletype,,jfckQME JOHNSON FROM MEMPHIS

A. K. ON DAY OF VICTIM’S DEATH

K

NUMBER

PARTNER ED WILSON

WILSON PRESENTLY

ON MISSISSIPPI

OF VICTIM, WILSON CALLED

NO CONVERSATION OVERHEARD

MOORE OVERHEARD JEROME JOHNSON

BOVE ADDRESS

EA- Ls-D-, TELL HIS MOTHER QUOTE I’LL BET ED DID THAT.UNQU

Spec. Del ON APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST JEROME JOHNSON

R4-Jall HEG/vtp (1)

Registered 
Approved

Special A harge 6
Sent Pe

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO 
ME 44-1987

CONTACTED, BUT PURPOSE OF CONTACT NOT DISCLOSED TO HIM. 

JOHNSON ADVISED EDWARD GEORGE WILSON HAD BEEN BUSINESS 

PARTNER IN GALLERY INTERIORS, EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA, BUT HAD 

DISSOLVED PARTNERSHIP THREE YEARS AGO AND RETURNED TO HOME 

IN MEMPHIS, TENN. WILSON PRESENTLY EMPLOYED ON RIVERBOAT 

OUT OF MEMPHIS, RESIDES WITH STEPFATHER (NAME UNKNOWN), ONE 

THREE SIX THREE WHITEWATER ROAD, MEMPHIS.

JOHNSON DESCRIBED WILSON AS WMA, AGE THIRTYFIVE, FIVE 

FT. TEN AND A HALF INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE LBS., 

BLOND HAIR. /

MRS. JOHN ATWELL<ONE THREE SIX THREE WHITEWATER ROAD, 

MEMPHIS, ADVISED ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST HER SON GEORGE 

E. WILSON OF THIS ADDRESS IS EMPLOYED AS A DECK HAND FOR 

AN UNRECALLED FIRM ON A BOAT ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. MRS. 

ATWELL STATED HER SON LEFT APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS AGO 

AND WILL BE GONE AT LEAST ANOTHER TWO WEEKS. SHE SAID HE 

OBTAINS HIS EMPLOYMENT THROUGH THE NATIONAL MARITIME UNION 

AT PADUCAH, KY., AND THE NMU WILL KNOW HER SON’S CURRENT

Approved: --------------------------------------------- Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(P riority)

PAGE THREE 
ME 44-1987

WHEREABOUTS. SHE DID NOT RECALL WHERE HER SON WAS DURING 

EARLY PART OF APRIL. MEMPHIS CITY DIRECTORIES INDICATE 

WILSON EMPLOYED BY MISSISSIPPI VALLEY BARGE LINE. RECORDS 

THAT FIRM INDICATE LAST EMPLOYMENT AS SEPTEMBER TWENTYNINE, 

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

LOUISVILLE AT PADUCAH, WILL DETERMINE WILSON’S EMPLOY­

MENT AND HIS CURRENT WHEREABOUTS THROUGH CONTACT AT NMU, 

AND DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL FOUR LAST OR SET OUT 

LEAD TO INTERVIEW WILSON RE ABOVE.

A & D. P. END.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Transmit the following in

Via

OMAHASAC

EROM SAC

MURK11

APRIL

NEBRASKA FOUR THREE SIX -

: CUSTOMER LLOYD BijSCHLEY

OF WESTERNER MOTEL

IDENTIFY OWNER OF

Approved: Sent Per

DcXlD
.FiUD -

HE HAD NO i, JS TOMERS

TWENTVTURID SIXTYEIGHT SHE OBSERVED A WHITE MALE

EARL RAY. Hi

INDEXED.

FILED

MEMPHIS

ON APR; TWENTY-FOUR

Date: 4/24/68

APPROXIMATELY FOUR P MJ APR. TWENTYTHIRD SIXTYEIGHT.

FOUR INCHES:

FOUR COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE BATON ROUGE LOUISIANA

PORT ALLEN HOCKED A BOX OF TOOLS AT

‘VAS DRIVING A SIXTYFIVE CHEVROLET OR PONTIAC COLOR OFF WHITE

OMAHA AT LINCOLN NEBRASKA.

CR.

W. E; DAVIS ONE

ON APR.' WENTYTHRID SIXTYEIGHT

ONE SIX FIVE POUNDS:

MURRAY HOROWITZ CITY PAWN SHOJ BATON ROUGE LA. ADVISED

AND ATTEMPT-U

JAMES EARL RAY LEAVING CITY PAWN SHOP INDIVIDUAI

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (p)

Kt ’. ¥E^SK4 ^c^j^ #36 - (97£
IXTYEW;

ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY POUR O’CLOCK P

BEECHLEY DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE* SIX FEET

BROWN HAIR AND EYES: AGE THRITYFOUR.. 1

NEBRASKA LICENSE FOUR THREE SIX

a/o- ^V

MEMPHIS (AM)

Special Agent in Charge

ZERO NINE TWO,

APR 2 9 1968 '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/25/68

DOSS new RECALL whom instant vehicle
VAS SOLD a»V THE VEHICLE WAS MID FOB. WILLIS ADVISED TO

BEST OF HIS t MAT, -IN LWOOWnHTFIF^ WAS

FHUKOLT WITH AMO CWOB W BAMS OF BUDDY BtKaHMZ 

OR MTCfflDO/lHO SAD O MWjy^^ 

lo£^^WT«WW

" WILLIS STAT© K M^O MOEJI® AS BEING # KirJi . 

WHITE MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AM BEING SHORT AW STOCKY. 

WILLIS STATES EX IS CEBTAIN THAT SOKE OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS 

W© BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY WOBEM» , ; .

- WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS 

FRIENDLY WITH THE ORMER OF ALABI TAVERN, WNOSE NAMK WILLIS

3E2

SEWS TO RECALL SOKE IKVESTIGATIOH BEIMG CONDUCTED CQNCERMING 

BAY K. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FEW QUINCY.

INVESTIGATION AT SPRINGFIIIJJ BEVMLED ABOVE INDIVIDUAL 

TO BE MILTON DEAS BATCHELDER, ULBBCE^rai NUMBER FIVE FOUR 

EIGHT THREE ONE TWO B, WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH

AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS. CHECKS AT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PLAINTEXT
4/26/68

URGENT

SAC, ALBANY 

PROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

KURKIN

FICATION OF THE LAUNDRY MACHINE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MARKING

CM THE SHORTS AND THE SORT, NAMELY, O TRO B DASH SIX, AND 

TSE POSSIBILITY BULL EXISTS THAT A SIMILAR MARKING

SHOULD CONTIHUE TO KOKO APPROPRIATE LEADS RELATIVE TO THESE

LAUNDRY TAPES

SAC, MEMPHIS

AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

S'EARCHtU....... £•..... INDEXED...™. 
SERIALIZED.....^.....FILED....... ty

APR 29 W
FBI - MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Kev. 5-22-64) <• <•

it the following in

Date: 4/25/68

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO NEWARK (PLAINTEXT)

FROM NEW YORK (44-1639) 2 PAGES

MURKIN

f CHARLES RINDONE_TWO ONE TWO ZERO THREE THREE STREET, 

i LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS’, NEW YORK, TELEPHONE NUMBER SEVEN

\ TWO SIX-SEVEN THREE SEVEN EIGHT, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 

i INFORMATION IN THE PAST CONCERNING COMMUNIST MATTERS,

ADVISED ON FOUR TWENTYFIVE SIXTYEIGHT THAT CORBETT MONICA, 

COMEDIAN, RESIDES ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY, UNLISTED TELE­

PHONE NUMBER TWO ZERO ONE-FIVE SIX NINE-EIGHT ONE THREE ONE 

HA'S WITHIN PAST TWO WEEKS HIRED A MALE AND FEMALE WHO LIVE 

IN BASEMENT OF MONICA’S RESIDENCE.* MAN IS CALLED JERRY, 

SPEAKS WITH TENNESSEE DRAWL, HAS PRISON PALOR, AND SAME

HAIR LINE AS SUSPECT IN MURKIN CASE; ROUND SHOULDERS,

j GREISH BLACK HAIR, FORTIES, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES, LOVES

; COUNTRY MUSIC. FEMALE, IN FORTIES, BLOND HAIR. RINDONE

END PAGE ONE

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

REPORTS THAT "JERRY" IS UNFAMILAR WITH NEW JERSEY

WHILE DRIVING RINDONE TO GEORGE WASHINGTON BRIDGE, JERRY

,OST HIS WAY AND WOUND UP IN HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY. UPON

SEEING POLICE CRUISER IN THAT TOWN, JERRY BECAME ANXIOUS,

FEARING HE MIGHT BE STOPPED. RIDONE STATES IT WAS NECES-

SARY FOR JERRY TO ASK' DIRECT 10NS FROM GAS STATION FOR THE i

GEROGE WASHINGTON BRIDGE

RINDONE BELIEVES "JERRY" IS SUSPECT SOUGHT . IN MURKIN

CASE

NEWARK HANDLE

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JUOTKT
4/25/68

URGENT

SAC, KASSAS CITY 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

KURKIN

REURTHL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR LAST, 

BEFORE THE BUREAU CAN MAO 0070 EVALUATION OF THIS BUG

GESTION, YOU SHOULD FURNISH ADDITIONAL DETAILS AS TO HOW/RAY

BE APPROACHED AND OBJECTIVES TO BE ACCOMPLISHED AND ANY

OTHER INFORMATION WHICH MAY 88 07 VALUE IN REACHING A

ARMED AMD DANGEROUS. AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS

SAC, MEMPHIS

SEARCHED..... .......... INDEXED, 
SERIALIZED...^....... FILED......

AKmi968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO:

FROM::

MURKIN

RE LA

FBI

Date: 4/25/68 

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)

TECALL FOUR TWENTY FOUR 1 INSTANT.TO NO

ON FOUR TWENTY FOUR INSTANT, MRS. LORRAINE CALLAWAY, SIX ZERO

NINE BARTHOLOMEW, NEW ORLEANS

SHE RECALLS CHARLES STEIN APP

LA./.MOTHER

ING AT HER

FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT

BELONGING TO MARIAN de GRASSE

’MARIA MARTIN. STEIN ARRIVED

E

AND LEAVING

EEN YEAR

OF MARIA MARTIN. AD

HOUSE

BOX

OID

IN POSSIBLY

OF CLOTHING

DAUGHTER OF

RIVING A SMALL WHITE CAR, NO FURTHER

DESCRIPTION RECALLED AND ACCOMPANIED BY A WHITE MALE WHO DID NOT

LEAVE THE CAR. STEIN LEFT IMMEDIATELY AND CALLAWAY DID NOT

OBSERVE STEIN’S COMPANION SUFFICIENTLY TO OBTAIN A DESCRIPTION

MARIAN de GRASSE ADVISED SHE STARTED SBHOOL IN NEW ORLEANS

DECEMBER ELEVEN LAST AND RECEIVED THE FIRST BOX OF CLOTHING FROM

FROM HER MOTHER VIA HER

REGARD TO SECOND BOX OF

CALL FROM HER MOTHER ON

GRANDMOTHER ABOUT TWO WEEKS LATER. IN

CLOTHING, deGRASSE RECALLS RECEIVING TELE­

MARCH SIXTEEN LAST AT WHICH TIME HER MOTHER

STATED A BOX OF CLOTHING WOULD BE DELIVERED IN A COUPLE OF DAYS

BY A FRIEND WHOM SHE CALLED ERIC. deGRASSE AD

END PAGE ONH

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO - ■ ' .

NO 157-1OS73 .

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT

SEVEN TWO FIVE, APRIL, ONE- SIXTYEIGHT, WHERE ON WAS 

REPORTED RIFLE BOX LABELED■"MAUSER UNDER CONTROL ■ 
OF FLIGHT CAPTAIN." .

^’if^LALJlEZ"2^^ THAT H“ WAS ^SSiCM^^ AS FIRST 

OFFICER OF DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT SEVEN TWO FIVE ONE FOUR ONE 

SIXTYEIGHT WHICH FLIGHT ORIGINATED FROM NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

AND TRAVELED TO NEW ORLEANS WITH STOPS AT WASHINGTON, D. C., 

ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM. JONES RECALLS THAT A STEWARDESS HAD ' 

BROUGHT A BOX CONTAINING A GUN TO.THE CABIN OF THE PLANE. 

HE SAID THAT THE SOX WAS LARGE ENOUGH-IN SIZE TO- CARRY

A/RIFLE. JONES STATED IT IS NORMAL POLICY TO PUT ANY 

WEAPONS CARRIED BY PASSENGERS IN THE PILOT CABIN.- JONES UPON 

VIEWING PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY STATED HE DID , '

NOT RECOGNIZE RAY. '

END PAGE TWO . '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE SEVEN ,

NO 157-10S73 '

STEP! SINCE THIS TIME- AND ALSO HAS NOT SEEN ANY MEMBER 
OF STEIN'S FAMILY SINCE THIS TIME. DECARVELHO STATED*”

THAT STEIN, BY HIS VERY NATURE, WOULD BE RELUCTANT’TO 

FURNISH INFORMATION TO AMY POLICE AGENCY, AND THAT 

STEIN WAS FORMERLY MARRIED TO MICKIE -MEDINA.

RE: CHARLES STEIN, JR.

STEIN INTERVIEWED NEW ORLEANS OFFICE FOUR TWENTYSIX

SIXTYlIGHT, ADVISED BELIEVES MET FATHER, CHARLES STEIN

'SUNDAY WEEK PRIOR.TO CHRISTMAS. (PROBABLY DECEMBER SEVENTEENTH)

AT RESIDENCE OF AUNT MARIE STEIN LEE IN NEW ORLEANS, LA

HE INQUIRED AS TO HOW FAT IViD IN NEW ORLEANS AND

WAS ADVISED THAT HE GOT A RIDE AND FATHER STATED WAS GOING TO

TAY ONE OR TWO DAYS AT ®ST. STATES NO CONVERSATION

CONCERNING NAME'ERIC OR GALT BY FATHER ON THAT DATE OR TH? 
FOLLOWING DAY WHEN HE AGAIN SAW HIS FATHER AT .THE SAME ADDRESS. 

DID NOT SEE RAY ON ANY OCCASION A MD'COULD NOT IDENTIFY PHOTOS 

OF RAY. MOTHER’S MARRIED NAME MARIE MCLEOD AND BOTH RESIDE 

THREE FOUR THREE SIX PEOPLES AVENUE, NEW ORLEANS.

MRS. MARIE MCLEOD ADVISED DID NOT SEE EX HUSBAND STEIN AT 

ANY TIME WHILEHE WAS IN NEW ORLEANS DURING DECEMBER SIXTYSEVEN 

STATED HAS NEVER SEEN ANYONE RESEMBLING PHOTO OF GALT OR 

RAY AS SEEN FROM NEW ORLEANS NEWSPAPERS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

Via TTIJTVPE

TO

FR®:

EIGHT;

F B I

Date: 4/26/68

PLAINTEXT 
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT__  
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI, SAC, MIAMI

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR

RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL

AND SAC LOUIS '

(3PP)

TWENTYFOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY

SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWENTYFIVE, NINE-

TEEN SIXTY EIGHT

RE PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE ST LOUIS DIVISION, ONE

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL

ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED

MARIETTA, GEORGIA

DOWDA was ACQUAINTED

WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS, ENDING

SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, NINETEEN SIXTY SIX, WHEN DOWDA RELEASED

DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS AND WAS

ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION, RAY USED AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA

STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY

WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHET IMINE

CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPPORT A

DOWD A

THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPE HABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN

TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THREE

NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DE MI AL OF BLACK

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Tampa (AM)

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

(4)

Memphis—(AM-)— 
AtlantWSPh; 
.Vi____  SHMALIZroZL FILED

APR 2 9 1968 
FBI—MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Via

PAGE TWO

Transmit the following in

F B 1

Date:

1

(Type in plaintext or code) 1

•MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW

DESCRIBED

BE KILLED

WAS RIGHT

WHO DID

RAY AS RACIST WHO

AND SAID RAY MADE

WOULD KILL MARTIN

FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON

SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF

SHOULD

PRICE

LUTHER KING DOWDA STATED RAY’S

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED

DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN WDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL

ABBEY’S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK

AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM

CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE7HOSPITAL

located above san san francisco, California, dowda stated ray

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA’S FATHER

CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT

PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA

DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA’S

. RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA

PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS

BEACH;^FLORIDA, WAS

MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO

Approved:

WEST PALM

FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY

BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY DOWDA HAS NO IDEA

ATLANTA

Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

Via

PAGE THREE

REFLECTED

OF ORIGIN

PAUL LAIL

F Bl

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

1

4

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL

HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE

ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA

JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH

AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, SIX’ FOOT

EIVE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED HAIR, BLUE EYES

NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER

ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

. . ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW’ FILES RE LAIL AND

INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT ^AIL MAY BE

And INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD

FURNISH

locate^

OF LAIL

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTED

OFFICES

END

Approved:

P

Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE.

TO

FROM:

EIGHT

LONNIE

F B I

Date: 4/26/68

PLAINTEXT 
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

SAC, CHICAGO

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR

RE CG TEL DATED APRIL TWENTY FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY

TED WALTER TERRY FE AND

RIFE PROBABLY

REVIEW OF IDENTIFICATION

EARL RAY SHOWS THAT THEY

SERVED TIME WITH JAMES EARL RAY

RECORDS

DID NOT

POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF TWENTY TWO

OF LONNIE RIFE AND JAMES

SERVE TIME TOGETHER WITH

DAYS IN PONTIAC ILLINOIS

STATE PRISON IN NINETEEN FIFTY TWO

SI ONE SIX FIVE SIX DASH C STATES LONNIE RIFE NEVER

KNEW SUBJECT OTHER THAN POSSIBLY AT ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI

AROUND NINETEEN SIXTY

RAY

1 - 
1 -

(3)

Approved-

CHICAGO WILL CLERIFY IF ' JERRY RAY OR JAMES EARL

SERVED TIME WITH LONNIE RIFE

P

Springfield (44-561)
Bureau (AM)
Memphis (AM) 
skt ’

Special Agent in Charge
Sent

A™ 2 91968
FBI —MEMPHIS

SEARCHED ^—indexed 
SERIALIZED^___ FILED____

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: U/26/68
PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in _____________________________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR (LU-38861) AND SACS ATLANTA (UU-2386)
MOBILE

PROM: BIRMINGHAM CUU-1740)

MURKIN .

"FOR INFORMATION ATLANTA AND MOBILE, BUREAU TODAY SUGGESTED 

AND REQUESTED, IF FEASIBLE, THAT A CHECK BE MADE OF ISSUANCE OF 

ALL MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENSES SINCE MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAS1 

IT IS BELIEVED THIS COULD BE HANDLED AT STATE DRIVERS LICENSE

DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA AND GEORGIA AFTER DETERMINING THE DRIVER'S

'LICENSE NUMBERS ISSUED ON THAT DATE AND FOLLOWING THROUGH TO CURRENT 

DATE. THIS SHOULD BE DONE BY AGENT PERSONNEL AND NOT LIMITED TO 

SUBJECT'S NAME AND PREVIOUS ALIASES, ELIMINATING ON-THE-SPOT ALL 

APPLICATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE, OLD PEOPLE, NEGROES, FEMALES, ETC., 

AND AGENTS SHOULD HAVE AT HAND PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES OF HANDWRITING 

OF RAY, WHICH IS DISTINCTIVE AND MAY THROUGH COMPARISON GIVE 

INDICATION OF POSSIBLE SUSPECTED APPLICATIONS. AM C0PY To MEMPHIS ’

END.

1 - Memphis (NOTE: Per SAC conversation with Mr. McGOWAN
at the Bureau)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

SERIALIZEDZX-RLED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

.INDEXED.



4/27/68

TELETYPE URGENT

(MAIL)
TO DIRECTOR (4^38861) AND CHARLOTTE 

FROM NORFOLK (44-268) 

. murkin' ■ j.

RE JOHN ERANCIS SMALLWOOD

; RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO NORFOLK APRIL TWENTY-SIX, LAST, 

AND BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY-SIX, LAST. ■ 

REBUTEL TO NORFOLK ADVISED REVIEW OF BUFILE ON KIN^X^ 

REVEALED IT WAS REPORTED THAT JOHN FRANCIS SMALLWOOD ^SUFFOLK. 

VA., HAD REPORTED THREE WHITE MAN FROM TYNER, N.C., HAD 

OFFERED- HIM A SHOTGUN AND RIFLE TO SHOOT KING WHEN HE SPOKE 

AT SUFFOLK, VA., ON JUNE TWENTY-EIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTY-THREE. 

AT TIME THIS INFO RECEIVED XT WAS INDICATED SMALLWOOD WAS 

CONSIDERED INTELLIGENT AND VERY DEPENDABLE. BUREAU ADVISED 

THAT ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE ASSAILANT 

YOU SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF SMALLWOOD 

OR ANY OF THE THREE PERSONS WHO ALLEGEDLY CONTACTED HIM MIGHT.. 

BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR, 7 ; . > ' .

CHARLOTTE; REFER TO CHARLOTTE FILE ONE FIFTY-SEVEN DASH

THREE NINE SIX RE SMALLWOOD AND THREE WHITE MALES, REFER#p. TQ_ 

l-Original to Bureau (MAIL) . . : :
“SMail copy to Memphis - : " '
1-NorfOik, 44-2b8 DGF: Jdh (3) . ■ ' . , . -
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PAGE TWO

ABOVE

THIS DATE IT WAS DETERMINED AT SUFFOLK, VA., SMALLWOOD

AMD FAMILY LEFT AREA IN NINETEEN SIXTY-FOUR AND RETURNED TO 

WIFE’S RELATIVES, CARE OF HERBERT MODLiN, ROUTE ONE, TYNER, 

N.C. ONE FORMER NEIGHBOR IN SUFFOLK RECALLS SMALLWOOD SAYING

HE MIGHT GO TO' FLORIDA.

CHARLOTTE CONDUCT INVESTIGATION AT TYNER, N.C., TO

LOCATE AND. INTERVIEW SMALLWOOD AS PER LEAD SET FORTH ABOVE BY

BUREAU.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via

PM URGENT 4-27-68 JLS

F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY )

FROM ST

MURKIN

RE

LOUIS (44-775)

CR

SL TEL APRIL TWENTY THIRD REQUESTING KC REVIEW AND FORWARD

ING OF CAROL PEPPE Liquor license file* and kc tel same date that

FILE OBTAINED AND BEING FORWARDED

LIQUOR LICENSE FILE NOT YET RECEIVED

AIRMAIL COPY MEMPHIS

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

SEi

EXPEDITE

EARCHED............... JHDEXED„„\Ly-’
SERIALIZED..^.;...... FILED.

APR 29 1968
FBI — MEMBIW'

Approved:
.gent in Charge

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS /P- - ' N

12 03PM URGENT 4-29-68 LCD .

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861)(MAIL), .CHICAGO (44-1114) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM DALLAS (44-2649) 2P '

RE H. ORLEANS P PNL TO DALLAS,' APRIL TPLTYFIVE LAST.

L. C. HEWETT, ASSISTANT POST OFFICE -INSPECTOR IN CHARGE, FO 

WRTH DIVISION, TODAY ADVISED GA 8. TOM CARTED HE 0300 ACT HAVE

ANY REPORTS ON POSTAL CASE INVOLVING INVESTIGATION BURGLARY OF POST 

OFFICE ,AT KELLERVILLE, ILLINOIS, MARCH SEVEN, FIFTYFIVE, IN WHICH 

BURGLARY SIXTYSIX BLAIN POSTAL LONEY ORDERS TAKEN. INVESTIGATION 

THIS NATTER WAS HANDLED! BY HIS CHICAGO DIVISION, THE'IR FILE PI. 

THREE FIVE FOUR THREE SEVEN - ,MD. HEWETT ONLY HAS LETTERS FROM 

CHICAGO AND KANSAS CITY M^I5IONS sUT HAS NO 3/^ GROUND- INFO EXCEPT 

THAT WAUj£H_JLjUI^ EARL RAyX^ ■ FOR THIS

BURGLARY MARCH TWENTYFIVE, FIFTYFIVE,, AT HANNIBAL, MISSOURI, RY THE 

MISSOURI HIGHWAY PATROL, AND L ATE R DUES! I ONES-BY POSTAL INSPECTORS. 

J. A. THOMPSON, FROM 1THE CHICAGO DIVISION, AND G. R.’’PALMER, FROM 

THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION. RAY -AND RIFE WERE TRIED AND CONVICTED AT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T . j

TOSE- CITY, MISSOURI, JULY O'., FIFTYFIVE, AFT CEY <3 LE IF T;T 

TO SERVE LT THREE-FOURTH YEAR! ' UFE WAS SENTENCED TO

T ye T . T T ) HIS C tic 0 D IVI 51 . . . .L HAVE

Op PLETE WteTTGATTVE FILE. ON THIS MATTER ANS IT SHOULD REFLECT

AC - . ' ' ' ■ : T i T ASS OC DI F R AY.

. CHICAGO. . WILL CONTACT POST OFFICE INSPECTOR 1. C EL AT 

CHICAGO AND'REVIEW: T E FILE E . ' ....... SET OUT L '

LEADS. P

SA 3

FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI PHOENIX

1:07 PM URGENT 4-29-68 MP3

TO: DIRECTOR (44-3 8861), HOUSTON , LOS ANGELES (44-15 74)

PEW ORLEANS (15 7-10 6 73), AND MEMPHIS (4 4-198 7)

FROM: PHOENIX (44-3 71)

MURK IN

RE PHOENIX TEL APRIL, TWENTYEIGHT, LAST.

RE TELEPHONE CALL FORM YUMA, ARIZONA, DECEMBER FIFTEEN, 

SIXTYSEVEN, TO SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, TELEPHONE NUMBER THREE 

ONE EIGHT - SEVEN FOUR SIX - NINE TWO ZERO ZERO.

ON THIS DATE MR, JACK GRAHAM, SECURITY, MOUNTAIN STATES 

TELEPHONE COMPANY, ADVISED FOR PAST THREE DAYS, SINCE REQUESTED 

BY FBI, HE HAS ENDEAVORED TO COMPUTERIZE ALL COLLECT CALLS 

MADE FROM YUMA PAY PHONE BOOTHS DURING DECEMBER FOURTEEN, 

FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN. GRAHAM ADVISED THAT AFTER MANY 

FUTILE ATTEMPTS, THE ONLY WAY THAT IT CAN BE DETERMINED WHICH 

PHONE BOOTHS MADE COLLECT CALLS TO LOUISIANA DURING THE ABOVE 

PERIOD WOULD BE FOR THE SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY IN 

LOUISIANA TO CHECK ALL COLLECT TOLL CALLS MADE ON ALL LISTED 

PHONE NUMBERS IN STATE OF LOUISIANA.OR AT LEAST IN SHREVEPORT 

OR NEW ORLEANS AREA IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF COLLECT'CALL 

HAD BEEN MADE FROM YUMA PHOEN BOOTH TO LOUISIANA ON DATES

LISTED

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI MEMPHIS
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* 1 -
CESBf’ MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

5:03PM 4-29-68 URGENT AMB . . .

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861), ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740) (P) 2P

MURKIN; CR; 00:MEMPHIS.'

BIRMINGHAM FILES SHOWS THAT RAY DURING HIS PERIOD OF RESIDENCE 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, FROM AUGUST TWENTYSIX, SIXTYSEVEN, THROUGH 

OCTOBER FIVE, SIXTYSEVEN, UTILIZED THE SERVICES OF A LOCAL CLEANING 

ESTABLISHMENT ON FIVE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, THESE BEING ON A WEEKLY 

BASIS. RAY HAD HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS CLEANED, WHICH CONSISTED OF 

COATS, TROUSERS, SHIRTS, TIES AND UNDERCLOTHING. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

IT IS ALSO NOTED RAY, WHILE IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, UTILIZED 

THE SERVICES OF THE HOME SERVICE LAUNDRY ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 

DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT, FOR 

CLEANING OF HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS. HE ALSO UTILIZED THIS SAME TYPE 

SERVICE AT ATLANTA, GORGIA, LEAVING DRY CLEANING AT THE PIEDMONT 

LAUNDRY ON APRIL ONE, SIXTYEIGHT, AND PICKING UP HIS LAUNDRY 

ON APRIL FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT, THE DAY HE ABANDONED HIS MUSTANG. INVESTI­

GATION CONDUCTED TO.DATE SHOWS THAT RAY IS ALWAYS CLEAN SHAVEN,

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

NEAT , WELL DRESSED AND PRESENTS CLEAN NEAT APPEARANCE. HE APPARENTLY

VERY METICULOUS ABOUT HIS PERSONAL APPEARANCE AND CLOTHING AND

POSSIBLY HAS A FIXATION ABOUT CLEANLINESS. IN VIEW OF THIS, IT

WOULD APPEAR THAT RAY WILL CONTINUE TO UTILIZE THE SERVICES OF

LAUNDRIES AND CLEANERS AS HE■HAS IN THE PAST AND, THERFORE

•BUREAU MAY WISH TO GIVE CONSIDERATION TO CONTACTING ALL LAUNDRIES

AND CLEANING ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN EACH DIVISION TO APPRISE APPROPRI-

ATE PERSONNEL OF SUBJECT'S FUGITIVE STATUS AS WELL AS THE PURPORTED

REWARD BEING OFFERED FOR RAY’S APPREHENSION. BIRMINGHAM IS

INSTITUTING CONTACTS OF ALL LAUNDRIES AND DRY CLEANERS/

END

DND

FBI MEMPHIS
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LOUIS, -rr CK. INTE TO RETURN TO 3HIOAGO rBOUI FIVE

PM K ON I ' CT. ■ JERRY HLL STAY EITHER IT.H SISTER CA^OL 

j UR HOTEL, ST. LOUIS.

J :.?Y LIVTS EI NE TEEL SIXTY FOUR DOCK LIGHT CREES' 

DE SET;,' BP KT '■ " . K SIXTY EIGHT ILLINOIS LICE

L ^TES ■ ' F ' IG if f . 3 ZE TO.

St. LOUIS HANDLE APPROF C-TELY.

. AND - TOUS.

END
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FD-36 Be^, 6^2 2-64)

F B I

Date: 4/29/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN

KANSAS CITY HAS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED THE AVAILABILITY OF 

A LIVE INFORMANT WHO CAN BE USED IN A FIELD DIVISION OTHER THAN 

KANSAS CITY. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT KANSAS CITY AND ST. LOUIS 

CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY SND MAKE APPROPRIATE RECOMMENDATIONS TO 

THE BUREAU REGARDING HAVING THIS INFORMANT MAKE CONTACT WITH THE 

SUBJECT’S BROTHER, JOHN LARRY RAY, WHO OPERATES A TAVERN AT 

ST.LOUIS. IT IS NOTED JOHN LARRY RAY VISITED THE SUBJECT IN PRISON 

ON APRIL TWENTY TWO, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN, THE DAY BEFORE THE 

SUBJECT’S ESCAPE, AND IT IS FELT JOHN LARRY RAY HAS NOT BEEN 

ENTIRELY COOPERATIVE.

COMPANIES AT MEMPHIS, TENN., WHICH OPERATE BARGE LINES OR 

WHICH SERVICE WATER CARRIERS HAVE BEEN CONTACTED FOR INFORMATION 

RE EMPLOYMENT BY THE SUBJECT UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR KNOWN ALIASES. 

INVESTIGATION THUS FAR IS NEGATIVE.

1 - KANSAS CITY (AM)
1 - ST. LOUIS (AM)

Approved:
Special Agent/n Charge
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FD-36 (Hey. #-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

page two

ME 44-1987

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS INDICATED THAT THEY ARE 

CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OF SEEKING A MURDER INDICTMENT BEFORE 

A LOCAL GRAND JURY ON OR ABOUT MAY THREE NEXT. IT IS NOT YET 

KNOWN IF AGENT TESTIMONY WILL BE REQUIRED.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES IN TENNESSEE TO IDENTIFY STOLEN 

CARS LOCATED IN TENNESSEE WHICH WERE STOLEN IN GEORGIA ON OR ABOUT 

APRIL FIVE LAST. ALL SUCH LEADS ARE BEING HANDLED EXPEDITIOUSLY.

NUMEROUS SUSPECTS CONTINUE TO BE REPORTED TO AND ELIMINATED 

BY BOTH THE MEMPHIS OFFICE AND THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO KANSAS CITY AND ST. LOUIS. P. END.

Approved: -------------------------------------------- Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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