
F B I

Transmit the following in

. ' Date: 5/29/68

PLAINTEXT, ___________ ________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT.__________
, ■ (Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN, CR

SUMMARY

REVIEW OF MEMPHIS FILES IDENTIFIES JAMES WILBOURN ASHMORE

FBI NO. FOUR EIGHT SIX NINE FIVE TWO NINE, AS HAVING USED ALIAS

JAMES C. HARDIN. INDICES OF MEMPHIS DIVISION CONTAIN REFERENCES

TO JAMES HARDIN, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, IN CONNECTION WITH

CASE ENTITLED DESEGREGATION UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, RM

BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - FOUR ZERO ONE, MEMPHIS FILE; ONE FIVE

SEVEN - ONE FOUR SEVEN, WHICH FILE TRANSFERRED IN ENTIRETY TO

JACKSON OFFICE UPON OPENING THAT FIELD DIVISION. JACKSON

DIVISION HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO REVIEW ALL INFO CONTAINED IN

THE FILE TO IDENTIFY JAMES HARDIN. iV\AW-\C\$
THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO

FURNISH LATEST ARREST RECORD OF JAMES WILBOURN ASHMORE AND

Airtel
PROVIDE MOSjTRECENT PHOTO FOR VIEWING BY MANAGER AT ST. FRANCLS

m , HOTEL, LOS ANGELES
Tcletype ’

SEARCHED.

A. M.S.D.

Spsc^Del

RE BANK LOCK BOXES. T

IN VIEW OF FACT RAY IS KNOWN WfeVE-™-fiH>8SSESSI0N

TOR/ngm wd.

' Reg. Mall
Approved:

Registered
M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in -------------------------- —— --------- ---------------- —(Type in plaintext or code/

Via (Priority)

ME 44-1987- .

PAGE TWO

OF SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF CASH SUBSEQUENT TO HIS ESCAPE FROM PRIS 

AND THE FACT THAT IT IS NOT KNOWN THAT HE MAINTAINED A CHECKING 

OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT, IT IS BELIEVED THAT HE HAS RENTED BANK 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES OTHER THAN THE ONE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN RENT 

BY HIM IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA. SAN ANTONIO HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO 

CHECK BANKS IN THE LAREDO, TEXAS, BORDER AREA TO DETERMINE IF 

RAY RENTED A BANK SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX PRIOR TO HIS TRIP INTO 

MEXICO IN OCTOBER LAST.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE BUREAU CONSIDER REQUESTING LEGAT, 

MEXICO, ASCERTAIN IF AMERICANS ARE PERMITTED TO RENT BANK SAFET 

DEPOSIT BOXES WHILE RESIDING IN MEXICO ON A TEMPORARY BASIS. 

IF AMERICANS ARE PERMITTED TO RENT SUCH BOXES, LEGAT, MEXICO, 

SHOULD BE REQUESTED TO DETERMINE IF THE SUBJECT UNDER HIS TRUE 

NAME OR KNOW ALIASES RENTED A BANK OR OTHER SAVINGS 

INSTITUTION TYPE OF SAFE DEPOSIT BOX DURING THE PERIOD HE WAS I 

MEXICO FROM OCTOBER SEVEN LAST THROUGH NOVEMBER LAST.

IN THIS SAME REGARD SINCE INVESTIGATION INDICATES SUBJECT 

MAY HAVE POSSESSED A LARGE SUM OF MONEY AT THE TIME OF HIS ESCA 

DUE TO ALLEGED NARCOTICS SALE ACTIVITY ON HIS PART WHILE_________

;d

PE

Approved: ___________________________—— Sent------------------------- M Per -----------------------------
Special Agent in Charge • . .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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■ Date:

Transmit the following in __________________________________________ 
(Type in plaintext or code)
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Via
(Priority)

I 
I 

4
I

ME 44-1987

PAGE THREE

CONFINED IN PRISON AND THE FACT INFO HAS BEEN RECEIVED THAT HE

MAY HAVE PARTICIPATED IN A LARGE ROBBERY OF SOME TYPE SUBSEQUENT

TO HIS ESCAPE, IT IS BELIEVED THAT HE WOULD AGAIN HAVE UTILIZED

A BANK SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX FROM THE TIME OF HIS ESCAPE FROM

PRISON AND THE DATE THAT HE RENTED THE SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE BUREAU REQUEST LEGAT, OTTAWA, IF

FEASIBLE, DETERMINE IF THE SUBJECT UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR

KNOWN ALIASES RENTED A BANK SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX IN MONTREAL

CANADA, OR ANY PORTS OF ENTRY INTO CANADA FROM THE UNITED

STATES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. END

Approved: ________________ ;______________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 5/^9/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

Via
TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGES’
(Priority)

TO: SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) 
ST. LOUIS

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

INVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED THAT SUBJECT IS NOT KNOW TO USE

CHECKING OR SAVINGS ACCOUNTS SUBSEQUENT TO HIS ESCAPE FROM

PRISON, HOWEVER, HAD USED A BANK SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX WHILE IN

BIRMINGHAM, ALA FR)M AUGUST THIRTY LAST TO THE TIME HE DEPARTED

BIRMINGHAM IN OCTOBER LAST

SUBJECT RAY IS KNOW TO HAVE BEEN CONSERVATIVE IN HIS

HANDLING OF CASH AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT HE MAY HAVE RENTED

ANOTHER BANK SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX PRIOR TO HIS TRIP TO MEXICO

IN OCTOBER LAST

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, SAN ANTONIO IS REQUESTED TO CHECK

BANKING FACILITIES IN THE AREA OF LAREDO, TEXAS, TO ASCERTAIN

IF SUBJECT UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR KNOW ALIASES MAY HAVE RENTE])

A BANK OR OTHER BANKING INSTITUTION SAFETY^DEPOSIT BOX FROM

THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER ONE LAST THROUGH DECEMBER ONE LAST

Air tel IN VIEW OF PRESENCE SUBJECT'S RELATIVES ST. LOUIS AREA

Teletype

A.M.

ST. LOUIS WILL ALSO CONTACT BANKING ESTABLISHMENTS TO ASCERTAIN---  Ma worn 
IF SAFE DEPOSIT BOX WAS RENTED BY SUBJECT FOR PERIOD ENCO:•MPASS"NG

a.m.s.d.
DATE OF ESCAPE, MSP, THROUGH JULY EIGHTEffffl®'

Spec. Del. TOR/ngtf^ S59I0 j-ALSO

Reg. MAp^roved:

Registered
Charge

-—-------------—serialised J

Sent^—^rf-f^^e—M ^ ^A----
■ FILED.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36M^v. 5-22-64) ' A I

FBI '

Date: I

Transmit the following in______________________________ _________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via  _________________________________________________________ I
(Priority) ।

ME 44-1987

PAGE TWO

ST. LOUIS, ALSOZIN VIEW OF QUESTIONABLE METHOD OF 

ESCAPE OF RAY FROM MSP, UNASSISTED, WILL ENDEAVOR TO 

ESTABLISH LOCATION OF JOHN RAY AND CAROLE PEPPER DURING 

PERTINENT PERIOD TO ELIMINATE THEM FROM HAVING RENDERED AID 

TO SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. END,

Approved: —------------------------------------------- Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ATLANTA

8:55 URGENT 5-25-68 LCS .

TO. DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, JACKSONVILLE, AND LOS ANGELES

FROM ATLANTA 44-23 36 -

4 MURK IN

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED MAY TWENTYNINE INSTANT.

BILLY MACK WISDOM O^TERVIE WED AT USP, ATLANT A, AT KIS 

REQUEST THIS DATE. STATED PERSON HE BELIEVED CLOSELY RESEMBLED 

SUBJECT IN ATLANTA SEPTEMBER DASH OCTOBER SIXTYSEVEN, AND 'SEEN 

AT REGENCY HYATT HOUSE BY WISDOM'AND ONE BOB JO^S^^niE MALE, 

1 -ABOUT THIRTY, NOW REPORTEDLY OPERATING MIGHT CLUB IN DAYTONA 
- 3EACH, FLA. STATES ONE "^CHUCK" ^) ATTEMPTED TO SELL THIS, 

PERSON A RIFLE IN ATLANTA EARLY DECEMBER SIXTYSEVEN. COULD NOT

FURTHER IDENTIFY "CHUCK" OTHER THAN- DRIVES SIXTYSIX RED MUSTANG

L CONVERTIBLE, WHITE MALE, BLOND, VETERAN, TWENTY TO TWE NT YONS 

YEARS, NO KNOWN EMPLOYMENT. FIXED TIME AS BEFORE HE, WISDOM, 

WAS ARRESTED IN DECEMBER, VERIFIED FROM APD RECORDS AS DEC. 

ELEVEN SIXTYSEVEN AND RELEASED DEC. THIRTY SIXTYSEVEN. ALSO.STATED 

TWO HIPPIES " WEASEL’’^>ND ”JOHN"J^<b KNOW "CHUCK”, ' AND FURNISHED 

DIRECTIONS AS- TO THEIR RESIDENCE. LANDLORD STATED TWO HIPPIES HAD

RESIDED AT EIGHT SIX NINE ST. CHARLES,

END PAGE ONE

ATLANTA, FOR TWO WEEKS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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EASE TWO

f LEAVING JAN. TWENT,¥EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, GIVING NAMES AS ME. AND MRS. 

■ i^jlOffiS^MS IS IN CONFLICT WITH DATES FURNISHED 3Y WISDOM 

. AND IT IS NOTED MEMPHIS HAS ESTABLISHED SUBJECT IN LOS ANGELES

‘ NOV. SEVENTEEN SIXTYSEVEN TO JAN. SIXTYEIGHT. ’
; TAMES P, THORNTON^-gH^RENTLY RESIDING ATLANTA WITH JERRY 0.

: ^nON^^EHVIE® AND STATED HE ARRIVED ATLANTA MAY FOUR LAST 

FROM LOS ANGELES. PRESENTLY WORKING FOR PACIFIC FINANCE CO. '

THORNTON STATED HE RESIDED WITH- PARENTS, MR. AND MRS. THOMAS A. 

। RALEY, JTjZONE TWO SEVEN THREE FIVE CARDINAL AVE., GARDEN GROVE, 

'CALIF., FROM DATE OF DISCHARGE FROM‘U. S. ARMY ON JUNE FIFTEEN 

’LAST TILL DEPARTURE TO COME TO. ATLANTA. WORKED FOR T RANS-AKE RICA 

{CORP., LA PALMA AVE., ANAHEIM, CALIF., FROM TIME OF DISCHARGE

TILL LEAVING CALIF. TRANS-AMERICA IS BRANCH OF PACIFIC FINANCE.

■ STATED' HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO ATLANTA AT OWN REQUEST BECAUSE HE 

LIKES THE SOUTH.

THORNTON STATED THAT PRIOR TO ENTERING U. S. ARMY JUNE

FIFTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, HE LIVED WITH PARENTS, HAVING MOVED 

TO LOS ANGELES FROM BIRMINGHAM OCTOBER NINETEEN SIXTyFOUR.

FROM APRIL SIXTYFOUR TO-OCTOBER SIXTYFOUR RESIDED WITH JAMES

MG DANIELS, FORMERLY ASSOCIATED WITH NATIONAL STATES .

,i RIGHTSPmXi^BWIINGHAM FROM JAN. SIXTYFOUR TO APR. SIXTYFOUR

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE . .

LIVED AT NSRP HE AD QU ARTE .RS ON SOUTH BESSEMER RD. , BIRMINGHAM. 

THORNTON-ADMITTED PAST AFFILIATION WITH NSRP AND LATER WITH 

AMERICAN-STATES RIGHTS PARTY AFTER HIS AND DUTTON'S SPLIT WITH 

bSRP. STATED HE GAVE UP ALL QUOTE POLITICAL ACTIVITY UNQUOTE 

WEN ENTERING,MILITARY SERVICE. ADMITTED HIS FEELINGS REMAIN 

ABOUT THE SAME AS PLATFORMS OF NSRPsAKD ASRP BUT STATED SUCH- 

PHILOSOPHIES HAVE NO CHANCE IN U. S. TODAY.' DEFINED SUCH 

PRINCIPLES AS QUOTE CONSERVATIVE UNQUOTE AND REPATRIATION OF 

JEWS AND NEGROES TO OTHER COUNTRIES. DENIED HE EVER

~ HAD OR WOULD CONDONE VIOLENCE OR MURDER. DENIED DUTTON OR OTHER 

ASSOCIATES WOULD CONDONE VIOLENCE. STATED THAT JESSE. B. STONER
* AND DR-. EDWARD R. FIELDS^P^T AND PRESENT LEADERS

J IN NSRP WOULD NOT PERPETRATE VIOLENCE DIRECTLY BUT MIGHT MASTER­

' MIND OR PLAN VIOLENCE. DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF ANY VIOLENCE IN

(
WHICH THEY. WERE INVOLVED.

WHILE LIVING IN LOS ANGELES JUNE TO MAY ONE LAST, THORNTON 

WORKED PART TIME AT WALLACE FOR PRESIDENT HEADQUARTERS. .

. WHEN FIRST WORKED THERE, THE HEADQUARTERS WERE LOCATED ON LINCOLN

' BOULEVARD, ANAHEIM. THE HEADQUARTERS CLOSED ABOUT JANUARY LAST 

AND A' NEW HEADQUARTERS OPENED ON CHAPMAN BOULEVARD, ORANGE j -

' CALIF., ABOUT ONE MONTH AGO. STATED HE HELPED BY DISTRIBUTING 

LITERATURE IN BEHALF OF WALLACE AND WORKED FOR A TIME AS A - 
DEPUTY REGISTRAR. STATED JOHN ORTMANN, yORBA LINDA, CALIF.,

END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

: WAS CHAIRMAN AND MRS. DERRY (PHONETIC) EDISON, ORANGE OO.,

WAS ALSO EMPLOYED IN .WALLACE HEADQUARTERS. DENIED KNOWING ' 

DANES OF OTHER WORKERS.

THORNTON WAS SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY AND DENIED SEEING

OR KNOWING HIM. . HAS SEEN RAY’S PHOTO IN NEWSPAPERS. DENIED 

KNOWING OR HEARING OF ERIC GALT OR JAMES EARL RAY AT WALLACE

' HEADQUARTERS OR ANY OTHER PLACE OTHER THAN IN CONNECTION WITH 

INSTANT MATTER. •

: JACKSONVILLE, AT DAYTONA" BE ACH, FLA. DETERMINE IF ANY CLUB

IN THAT AREA OPERATED BY ONE 303 JONES, AND IF SO, INTERVIEW.

LOS ANGELES CONTACT’ JOHN ORTMANN AND KRS. DERRY ELLISON

■ IF NOT ALREADY DONE. DETERMINE IF THEY KNOW SUBJECT. ASCERTAIN 

IDENTITIES OF OTHER WORKERS AT WALLACE HE AD QU ARTE RS DURING TIME 

SUBJECT ■RESIDED LOS ANGELES AND INTERVIEW. VERIFY THORNTON’S 

RESIDENCE, EMPLOYMENT, AND EXHIBIT SUBJECT’S PHOTO TO PARENTS, 

FELLOW EMPLOYEES,’ AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF THORNTON'S. •

■ATLANTA WILL CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO CHECK OUT STORY OF

J WISDOM. '

—' ARMED AND DANGEROUS. _ -

END ' '

T3J

lj BI MEMPHIS ‘ ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ST LOUIS

URGENT 5-29-63 JJR

DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FRO* ST. LOUIS (44-775) 2P

MURK IN - SUMMARY

RE JERRY RAYNES: / .

{^INTERVIEWED. NO WORD FROM OR OF SUBJECT OR WHERE A3OUTS.

RECALLED RAY WENT TO LIVE WITH GRANDMOTHER WHEN FAMILY LEFT

EWING, MO/ WORKED AT SHOE CO TANNERY IN ILLINOIS UNTIL ENTERED 

ARMY. SAVED MONEY, HAD FOURTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS AT ARMY'ENTRANCE. 

GRANDMOTHER" KEPT FOR HIM, NEVER USED BANK. RAY SHY, COUNTRyFIED.

HAD GOOD' TEETH THEN, WHICH MAY HAVE TURNED BAD SINCE. RAYNES BELIEVES 

RAY NOT SMART ENOUGH TO PLAN KING KILLING. CONJECTURES SOMEONE' 

ELSE MIST HAVE PLANNED AND LATER KILLED HIM. 1

RE CAROL PEPPER - JOHN LARRY RAY. - '

SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS REVEALED NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY.

RE FELLOW PRISONER JOHN PAUL VELA^TI:^/ •

REITERATED MAY HAVE SEEN RAY AT ' MSP BUT NEVER ASSOCIATED

1ND P AG E 3NE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

FBI—MEMPHIS
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F6I JEM PH IS

FBI JACKSVLE
2:30 P^ DST URGENT 5/30/68 VEU '

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44- 1987), AND ATLANTA.

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

MURKIN CR 00: MEMPHIS

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MAY TWENTY NINE LAST.

DAYTONA BEACH, FLA. PI) RECORDS REFLECT NOTHING 

IDENTIFIABLE WITH 3 03 JONES MENTIONED IK RETEL.

RECORDS', FLORIDA STATE BEVERAGE COMMISSION REVIEWED 

TODAY'FOR ALL VOLUSIA COUNTY BEVERAGE PLACES, MANAGEMENT OH 

EK PL 0 YEES AND ONLY POSSIBILITY DETECTED WAS ROBERT LEE JONES 
W/M, DOB WHO JAS

FINGERPRINTED BY BEVERAGE COMMISSION, MAY TWENTY FIVE, 
NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN. THIS ROBERT LEE JONES INTERVIEWED 1

TODAY AND DETERMINED TO BE FULL TIME U.S. POST OFFICE !

CARRIER FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS, WHO HOLDS PART TIME

EMPLOYMENT. ROBERT LEE JONES STATES NO ACQUAINTANCESHIP WITH

TO IDENTIFY PHOTOS JAMS EASE HAYBILLY WISDOM AND UNABLE

AS PERSON EVER SEEN SY 'HIM OUTSIDE OF NEWSPAPER PUIlJlfcM

ROBERT LEE JONES HAS NEVER STAYED IN ATLANTA AND U.£

OFFICE EMPLOYMENT DURING NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN WAS

8SUAlJZED,J4kM
• p 3 WOO 1961

Z^JrgjQ
END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TwO ' • '

- UNINTERRUPTED EXCEPT FOR VACATION JUNE.- JULY, NINETEEN SIXTY 

SEVEN WHEN ATTENDED POSTAL WORKERS CONVENTION IN FLORIDA.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION THIS ASPECT OF CAPTIONED

MATTER AS INDICATED FROM RETEL. '

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END-

F3I MEMPHIS

k i OR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS J 4

FBI S ANANT ON

3:56 PM URGENT 5-30-68 GAA

, TO MEMPHIS (44- 1986)

FROM SANANTNIO (44-1242)

MURK IN

RE YOUR TELETYPE MAY TWO NINE LAST.

• BANKING FACILITIES, LAREDO, TEXAS, REFLECT NO 

.INFORMATION THAT SUBJECT HAS OR EVER HAD A SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOX UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR ALIASES. 

END. . . ' .

VAR 

FBI MEMPHIS '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI MEMPHIS ' -

FBI SAN FRAN . ' ,

353PM URGENT 5-31-63 MS ■ .

TO DIRECTOR (44-33361) LOS ANGELES (44- 15 74) & NEPHIS (44-1937) 

FROM SAN FR AkCISC 0 ( 173-65 ) IP

MURKIN- ' '

RE SAN'FRANCISCO TEL MAY TWENTYEIGHT LAST KE STATE HEALTH RECORDS.

DR. PHILIP CONDIT, DIRECTOR, 3UREAU OF COMMUNICARLE DISEASES, 

CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, ON KAY T^XTyriNE, INSTANT, 

ADVISED THAT SEARCH OF RECORDS COVERING SYPHILIS INDEX SINCE NINETEEN 

SIXTYTHREE, TUBERCULOSIS INDEX SINCE MID NINETEEN FORTY, AND SEARCH' 

OF RECORDS OF SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY VENEREAL DISEASE INDEX, WHICH IS 

MAINTAINED SEPARATE FROM STATE RECORDS, LOCATED NO INFORMATION IDENTI­

FIABLE WITH NAME AND ALIASES OF SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. - • ‘

END '

FBI MEMPHIS ■ • '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I ' FD-36 (Rev.. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/31/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

Airi el

TO:

FROM

DIRECTOR (44-38861)

MEMPHIS (44-1987) (IP)

MURKIN

SUMMARY

HUMAN HAIRS PREVIOUSLY DISCOVERED BY THE LABORATORY

AMONG PHYSICAL EVIDENCE BELONGING TO JAMES EARL RAY SUBMITTED

IN THIS CASE HAVE BEEN

RESUBMITTED TO THE FBI

WITH PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

ALTON, ILL

MEMPHIS

INTERVIEW OF

IS AVAILABLE

FORWARDED TO

Teletype JCH:mnr
(1)

A.M

A.M S.D

OBTAINED FROM THE MEMPHIS PD AND

LABORATORY THIS DATE FOR COMPARISON

OBTAINED IN INSTANT UNSOLVED BR AT

HAS NOT YET RECEIVED THE RESULTS OF THE IN-DEPTH

THE MEXICAN PROSTITUTE IRMA MORALES. IF SAME

TO THE BUREAU, IT IS REQUESTED THAT IT BE

MEMPHIS. P. END

SEARCH

SERIAL!

PEEVED.

SUED.

Spe 3. Del

Reg. Mall

Register
Special Agen/ in Charge

Sent Per S^kX

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBl\ MEMPHIS . * • . 1

FOI KAN CITY " i
611PM- URGENT 5-31-S8 ENT , J

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) j

FROM KANSAS CITY (44-760) 2P - -

MURK IN. . :

DAILY SUMMARY. ^ ' '

HAROLD WHITE, JZiRMER CIVILIAN COOK, MISSOURI ST ATE ■ PENITENT I ARY 1
(MSP), IS IRRESPONSIBLE AND AN ALCOHOLIC AND ON INTERVIEW DISCLAIMED j

-.ANY ACQUAINTANCE WITH SUBJECT RAY. JAMES R. DIXON^XORMER CAPTAIN OF ;

-GUARD AT MSP, HAD NO ADDITIONAL INFO RE -.SUBJECT RAY AND INDICATED' . /
FORMER INMATE NtlL AEBY ^D HAVE BEEN LOGICAL SOURCE OF AMPHETAMINES 

FOR SUBJECT RAY. DIXON ACKNOWLEDGED THERE WAS SOME KIND OF ENFORCER .

ORGANIZATION AMONG INMATES AT MSP, THE-CURRENT HEAD OF WHICH HE.

BELIEVES IS INMATE .ROBERT BURNS, J^IO WILL BE INTERVIEWED. DIXON ’

IDENTIFIED OTHER INMATES AS CONNECTED WITH THE ENFORCER GROUP AS JAMES ’

Z^jBRADU^ HAS ALREADY BEEN-INTEHVIEED IN THIS CASE. ' ' , /

MISSOURI'STATE MOTOR VEHICLE BUREAU HAS PROGRAMED AND COMPUTERIZED ' '

APPROXIMATELY FIVE THOUSAND NEW DRIVERS LICENSE APPLICATIONS SINCE .

"APRIL .ONE LAST, FOR WHITE MALES BETWEEN AGES THIRTY AND ' FIFTY-FIVE. :

SINCE IMPRACTICAL TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FIVE THOUSAND MEN, BUREAU

APPROVAL IS REQUESTED FOR PROGRAMING AND SORTING OF NEW APPLICATIONS •

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



P AGE

FOE KEN BORN IK NINETEEN TWENTY-EIGHT. IF INVESTIGATION OF THESE

UNPRODUCTIVE ADDITIONAL YEARS NINETEEN TWENTY-NINE AND THIRTY HILL

y added.■ ■

ASHED AND DANGEROUS. '

PJT -

FEI. MEMPHIS '

#7?VtN .

<G?^HD/05OXOY ' '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FI MEMPHIS.

FBI ATLANTA •

648 PM URGENT '5.-31-68 LCS

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND LOS ANGELES

FROM ATLANTA 44-23 86 '

J 

' .'7

MURK IN

'X

3
1

' RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY TWENTYEIGHT LAST

AND LOS ANGELES TEL TO ATLANTA MAY TWENTYNINE LAST. '

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGAT ION C ONDUCTED MAY THIRTYOKE INSTANT.
JAMES WILLOUGHBY^i4e RVIE ‘WED THIS DATE. COULD FURNISH 

NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE IDENTITIES OF THE 

INDIVIDUALS SEEN'TALKING TOGETHER ON APR. TWO LAST AT ONE ONE 

THREE FOURTEENTH ST., NE, ATLANTA, GA.

' ATTEMPTS TO REINTERVIEW JIMMIE GARNEy^AY TWENTYNINE AND 

THIRTYONE SIXTYEIGHT REFLECT EARNER APPARENTLY ON ANOTHER

DRU NK . .

" FOR INFORMATION LOS ANGELES, .INFORMATION CONCERNING 

SLINGER CLUB J)J^AI NED FROM USPO INSPECTOR ELMER GILLESPIE, 

ATLANTA. GILLESPIE STATES CHIEF POSTAL INSPECTOR, 'WASHINGTON,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f •

PAGE TWO .

D.C., HAS A LIST OF ALL OHSCENE PEN-PAL CLUBS I-N U.S. WHICH 

ARE'PRESENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION BY POST OFFICE DEPT. NO 

SUCH CLUBS OPERATING IN ATLANTA AT PRESENT TIO AND CHIEF 

POSTAL INSPECTOR CAN FURNISH A CURRENT PRINT-OUT OF THIS LIST 

WHICH CONTAINS IDENTIFICATION OF APPROXIMATELY SIXTyFIVE SUCH 

PEN-PAL AND LONELY HEARTS CLUBS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. LIST 

PRESENTLY INCLUDES ONE CLUB IF LOS ANGELES KNOWN AS THE LOCAL 

SWINGER'AND NUMEROUS OTHERS OF A SIMILAR NATURE.

/ATLANTA INDICES NEGATIVE RE JAMES C. HARDIN^f JAKES C. 

HARDEN. A/O. C. HARDIN MENTIONED IN SEVERAL .ATLANTA FILES ‘ 

IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT OF ATLANTA FILE ONE THREE SEVEN 

DASH TWO EIGHT FIVE ONE AND PHOTO BEING SENT LOS ^GELES 

3Y AIRTEL.

INVEST I GAT I ON'CONTINUING ATLANTA TO VERIFY STORY OF 

SILLY MACK WISDOM.'

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. • '

END ' . '

DND ■ '

F3I MEMPHIS ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS ■

FBI ST LOUIS •

58XXX 953PM URGENT 5-31-68 JLS ’

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND'SPRINGFIELD' ' '

FROM ST. LOUIS. (44- 775 ) .

IRKIN'- SUMMARY .
RE JOHN EUGENE GAWRON ^/^NTE RVIE WED . ‘ PHOTO OF JAMESH^ARl^^

F3I NUMBER THREE ZERO TWO FOUR THREE EXHIBITED. GAWRON POSITIVELY 

DENTIFIED SAME AS 3EING OF PERSON WHO VISITED HIM JULY SIXTYSEVEN,

TOLD HIM HE AND RAY HAD R033ED ALTON ILL., BANK, AND GAVE TWO HUNDRED 

FIFTY DOLLARS. IDENTIFIED POSITIVELY AS PERSON WHO VISITED HIM ^Y 

THIRTEEN DASH FOURTEEN LAST WITH JOHNNIE (LNU). WAS THEN ADVISED

THAT PERSON WAS IN JAIL AT TIMES OF ROBBERY AND ALLESES VISITS

SIXTYSEVEN. '

GAWRON HESITATED, THEN SAID HAD REALIZED PAST EIGHT DAYS HE HAD . 

GIVE FBI QUOTE BUMSTEER UNQUOTE AND QUOTE 3JM BEEF UNQUOTE ON ALTON 

BANK AND' CARPENTER, WHOSE NAME HE THEN RECALLED. STATED HAD SEEN THINK­

ING ABOUT IT AND DECIDED IT WAS ANOTHER JIMMIE (LNU), )^)S£ IDENTITY 
WOULD BE KNOWN ONLY TO RAY, WHO HAD VISITED AND TOLD* HIM OF RAY PART­

ICIPATION IN ALTON ROBBERY. WAS REMINDED THAT IF KE HAD LIED ABOUT 

CARPENTER, HE MIGHT ALSO BE LYING ABOUT RAY PARTICIPATION. HE

INSISTED THE OTHERWISE UNKNOWN JIMMIE (LNU) HAD VISITED HIX IN SIXTY­

END PAGE ONE •
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PAGE TWO ■

SEVEN AS PREVIOUSLY STATED AND TOLD HID OF RAY PART IO I PAT I OK IN ROB­

BERY. COULD THINK OF NO ONE OTHER THAN RAY WHO WOULD KNOW THIS IN­

DIVIDUALS IDENTITY.

AS THE bureau has been previously advised, gawron is seventy years 

OLD, ON VERSE OF SENILITY, EXTREMELY RAMBLING IN CONVERSATION, WITH SA’S 

EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTY KEEPING INTERVIEWS ON PRETINE NT TRACK, AS WELL 

AS SEPARTING POSSIBLE FACT FROM CONJECTURE. JERRY RAY HAS DESCRIB­

ED HIX AS KOOK, AND OTHER SOURCES REGARD HIM AS CHAZY OLD MAK WHO 

TALKS TOC MUCH. .
RE , EX-C ON RUSSELL PERRY BRANNEN.^ y^ '

EX-CON JOHN PAUL VELANT PREVIOUSLY ADVISED OF EX-CON WHOSE

IDENTITY HE HAD SEEN ASKED NOT TO REVEAL FROM WHO HE HAD RECIVED ' 

IMPRESSION THAT RAY'HAD SEEN SEEN BRIEFLY IN SL BY HIM T»3 WEEKS •

FOLLOWING MSP ESCAPE. ON LAST INTERVIEW VELANTI REVEALED IDENTITY OF

THIS EPSON AS RUSSELL 3RANNE^4 BRANNEN INTERVIEWED. WAS IN -ISP FIFTY

TWO TO SEPTEMBER SIXTYFOUR. UNABLE TO RECALL RAY BUT BELIEVED PHOTO

VAGUELY FAMILIAR. BELIEVED RAY MUST-HAVE SPENT MUCH TIME IK SOLITARY

OR WOULD KNOW HIM. POSITIVELY DENIED HAVING SEEN RAY AFTER EXOAPE OR

HAVING ANY KNOWLEDGE OF WHEREABOUT RECENT CONVERSATION

WITH VELANTI CONCERNING RAY IN WHICH THEY BOTH UNSUCCESSFUL IN

RECALLING RAY AT MSP. REMEMBERED THEY SPECULATED OK METHODS HE MIGHT

D PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE .

USED TO ESCAPE. .

RE JERRY RAYNES, CAROL PEPPER, JOHN LARRY RAY.

SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS DISCLOSED NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY.

CORR PAGE ONE TEXT LINE FIVE WRD AT END OF. LINE "RAY" SHOULD

RADXX READ "YAY" ■ ' -

E SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

OK D© ■

F3I MEMPHIS '
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y,i'Dr:S~'(Reir^h^^:fo)-- ■ ' '

File 44-1987-Date
Class. Case Last Serial

□ Pending I I Closed
Date

Serial No* Description of Serial Charged

SERIAL 1109 TRANSFERRED TO FILE 44-1987-SUB-B

---- (SL airtel to Dir 5-29 -68)-------------------------------

Employee

Date charged

Employee

Location
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

. FBI j

Date: 5/29/68 i

Transmit the following in ____________________________,___________________________________ J
. (Type in plaintext or code) I

Via______ TELETYPE_____________________________________URGENT____________________ |
(Priority) ,

--------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j____________

' TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND SAC, LOS ANGELES 

' FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1 ) .

MURKIN

Of MAY W^fTWEVEN, LAST, FEMALE (BING NAME OF FRANCES^ 

iLJAT^MmSS SIX ONE FOUR NINE RUGBY, HUNTINGTON PARR, 

CALIFORNIA, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED QUINCY, ILLINOIS PD 

REQUESTING'INFORMATION AS TO WHEREABOUTS OF JERRY RAY. CLAIMED 

QUINCY PD SHE WAS RELATIVE CP JAMES SARL RAY BUT DID NOT 

STATE RELATIONSHIP BUT DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL

RAY'S WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES.

■ LOS ANGELES, AT HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA, WILL LOCATE 

AND WTWOW WO 1. MY, SIX M FOUR NINE RUGBY, 

EWOW PARK, CALIFORNIA.

.AM COPY -SENT W«I8. ’ "

1 -

(3)

S^iagfleM (44-561)
Bureau (AM)
Manila (AM)

»|b

AA-mh-wto

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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File - Serial Charge Out

File 44-^987 Date
Class. Case No. Last Serial

CDPending I I Closed _
Date

Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

SERIALS 1111; 1112: 1113: & 1114_________________
TRANSFERRED TO FILE 44-1987-SUB-B

1111(SI Airtel to Dir 5-29-68)
1112(NY airtel to mN 5-29-68) 
1113 (SC airtel to Dlr 5-28-681 
1114 (CG airtel to NK 5-29-68)

Employee

To

Employee

RECHARGE

From

Date

Date charged
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File’ - Serial .Charge' Out

File 44-1987 Date
Class. Case No. Last Serial

L_ I Pending f I Closed
Date

Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

SERIALS IMx 1116; 1117; ti8x 1118; 1119; & 
1120 TRANSFERRED TO FILE 44-1987-SUB-B 

1116 ■ (MI' airtel - to TP 5- 28- 68)________________  
1117 (MO letter to ME 5-28-68) 
1118 ( NK Airtelt O CG 5-29-68)-------------------------  
1119 (SA airtel to Dir 5-29-68)-------------------------  
1120 ( SI Airtel to Dir 5-30-68)

Employee

RECHARGE Date------------------------------

To From

Date charged

Employee

Location
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FBI MEMPHIS

F3I ST LOU 13 '

634PM URGENT 6-1-63 JLS
TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS .

FROM ST. ? YOUIS (44-7759KXX 44-775)

MURKIN - SUMMARY .

RE JERRY RAYNES, CAROL PEPPER, JOHN LARRY RAY. •

SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS DISCLOSED NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY.

NO PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS OTHER PHASES OF INVESTIGATION TODAY.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ' ' ■

FBI MEM PH I;
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58) V •
DECODED COPY

Radio Q Teletype

FBI NEW HAVEN

206 PM DEFERRED 6/3/68 LAC

TO MEMPHIS

FROM NEW HAVEN 031740 GR 116

MURKIN — COST DATA.

RE: MEMPHIS AIRTEL TO ALBANY, APRIL 19, 1968.

FOLLOWING ARE NEW HAVEN STATISTICS, MAY ONE THROUGH THREE 

ONE, LAST: 

SPECIAL AGENTS: TOTAL MAN HOURS — 369

OVERTIME HOURS — 37

REGULAR HOURS — 332.

TOTAL MILEAGE BY BUCARS IS 1393.

SIXTEEN REGULAR HOURS CLERICAL EMPLOYEE TIME SPENT

DURING PERIOD; NO UNUSUAL OR OUT OF ORDINARY COSTS. PEAK 

NUMBER OF AGENTS IS 23. 

END

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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* >/31/68
PIAH

TELETYPE ®i®T -

; TO; DIMTOBj FBI ®
I SAC, ATLANTA

| mH: SAC, LOS AHGELES (44-1574)

iWIN

EE ATLANTA WB’S MAY TrW4lBffi LAST* . .

RS JAMES PAUL ^OW®. IX/ ' ' ” ' ’
MARGARET RALLY, ©B ® SETS® THREE FIVE CARDINAL AVENUE, 

CARDER GROVE, MSB OF THOrMI, ADVISED THIS DATE UNABLE 

TO IDENTIFY 'PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY AS ASSOCIATE OP MWTOB

ABD STAT® THOWTOH INDICATED HO KNOWLEDGE OF ASSOCIATION

LITE BAY BEFORE OR AFTER MURDER OF KING. FELLOE EMPLOYEES

BARBARA TEGSJ^^OBm _m LINDA B^z® THOWI’S

AT TWfSAMERlCW CREDIT CORPORATION, ONE SEVER THREE THREE

’TEST LA PALM ACTUS, ANAHEIM, ADVISED ALSO ®I TKORKTOn

SOCIALLY. STATED THORKTON A LOUER AW WIE UNABLE TO DEHW

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE WO

LA 44-1574

PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY. CURRENT WORKERS AT GEORGE WALLACE FOR

PRESIDENT HEADQUARTERS, TWO ONE ZERO ONE WEST CHAPMAN AVENUE,

ORANGE NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THORNTON AND UNABLE TO IDENTIFY 

PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY. MREhJOERI^ ZERO THREE

ORCHARD DRIVE, PLACENTIA, CALIFORNIA ADVISED HAS LEFT 

WALLACE CAMPAIGN RESUIT OF POLITICAL DIFFERENCES. STATED 

THOteON ASSISTED IN MAILINGS AT ANAHEIM HEADQUARTERS FOR

WALLACE . UNTIL HE BEGAN TO SELL PLATFORM OF NATIONAL SPATES 

RIGHTS PARTY WHEN HE WAS REQUESTED NO LONGER TO APPEAR AT 

HEADQUARTERS. ELLISON UNABLE TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF 

RAY AND ALSO INDICATED THORNTON A LONER/.

ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT JOHN 0RWAN./YORSA LINDA. CALIFORNIA 

NEGATIVE TO DATE, ' INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. .

— 2 ■— \
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e/i/68

WMf

W: . MW», FBI AMD SAC, LOS ANGSLW

. M: SAC, SmiWIKB (44-5W) (P> '

• .: smoo.aia^iiwm to umw rm tbikho last.
' ' ’ miMMl^aTSS SWKT SIS SOCOCSW NAMED FBAKCBS B. 
BAT A®^ KNOWS MO ME OSIDIW a HUNTINGTON BAK, CALXFMNIA.

- mm STATOSUBJECT HAD WO UNCLES, MW DECEASED, AND NO -

. CHILDREN ST SEM TOI. ' '

. AIRMAIL COMBS SENT CHICAGO, OMIS AND ST. WOIS. '
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FBI ATLANTA

621PM URGENT 6-3-68'LCS

.TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

. MURKJN ' . ■ H

' SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED JUNE THREE '

'/INSTANT. . . ' . : J

REVIEW OF APPROPRIATE RECORDS REFLECT NO WITHDRAWAL '

FROM ANY BANK IN ATLANTA METROPOLITAN AREA IN EXCESS OF '

. TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS DURING MONTH OF APRIL NINETEEN ' 'J

SIXTYEIGHT. 1
' JIMMIE D^GAROsXnE ZERO SEVEN FOURTEENTH ST., ' '

®, ATLANTA, REINTERVIEWED AND HAS OBTAINED NO '

. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECT. GARNER . '

STATED THAT TO

TYPEWRITER AND

AT THE ROOMING

HIS KNOWLEDGE SUBJECT DID NOT HAVE 

DEFINITELY DID NOT LEAVE A TYPEWRITER 
HOUSE AT 0^ ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET

WEN HE LEFT THE ROOMING HOUSE

MISS ROBBIE LEE GARNER, TER OF JIMMIE D

GARNER, RE INTER VIE WED AND STATED THAT NO TYPEWRITER
t

END PAGE ONE
^-1^7 A^W

jflMPFD K 
JUN ■131968
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PAGE TWO t
WAS LEFT AT .THE ROON 1X3 HOUSE BY THE SUBJECT. SHE AMO 

JIMMIE GARNER STATED THERE HAS NOT SEEN A TYPEWRITER 

AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST.'FOR AT-LEAST ONE YEAH. 

GARNER STATED HE HAD ONE IN THE ROOMING HOUSE ABOUT ODE 

YEAR ASO, BUT IT WAS STOLEN AND TO HIS KNOWLEDGE SUBJECT 

WOULD HAVE HAD NO- TYPEWRITER AVAILABLE DURING KIS STAY 

AT THE ROOM I MS’ HOUSE . - .

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. ■

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. •

FBI MEMPHIS
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JL

FBI KAN CITY

7 ' « a

7 ^PM IMMEDIATE 6-3-68 DJ 3 '

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, DALLAS, MEMPHIS, 

SPRINGFIELD & ST. LOUIS ■ ' '

FROM KANSAS CITY (44-760 3P

MURK IN

DAILY SUMMARY ' .

RE BUG ALL TO SAC, KANSAS CITY, JUNE' TO, SIXTYEIGHT FURNISHING

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: £^£^J^^  ̂ PASSPORT

PHOTOGRAPH KAY BE .THAT OF SUBJECT RAY, OBTAINED A BRITISH

COMMONWEALTH PASSPORT ON'APR. TUENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT. IN APPLYING

FOR PASSPORT HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: WK, BORE 
| TORONTO, WEIGHT ONE HUNDRED SIXTYEIGHT, BLACK '

HAIR, BROWN EYES, RESIDENCE NINE SIXTYEIGHT DUNDAS,- TORONTO, CANADA, 

'WHICH IS A CHEAP CHINESE ROOMING HOUSE WHERE SHE YD HAD RESIDED SINCE

APR. NINETEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, BUT PROPRIETOR COULD NOT MAKE A POSITIVE

IDENTIFICATION ON SNEYD AS RAY FROM PHOTO. FRIEND NAMED IN PASSPORT' 

APPLICATION WAS PAUL BRIDGEAK/>JE ZERO TWO OR ONE ZERO EIGHT 033ING- 

TON ST., TORONTO, CANADA. PASSPORT APPLICATION NAG OBTAINED THROUGH

TRAVEL AGENCY NEAR SNEYD’3 ROOMING HOUSE. TRAVEL AGENCY RECORDS

INDICATED SNEYD PLANNED TO TRAVEL TO LONDON VIA 3 0AC AND WOULD RETURN

ON NAY TWENTY ONE, SIXTYEIGHT. INVESTIGATION IN CANADA HAS FAILED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



IC 44-TSO . . ■

PAGE TWO .

PAUL BRIDGMAN MAY BE IDENTICAL TO FORMER FELLOW INMATE OF SUB­

JECT RAY, PAUL OSBORN BRIDGEMAN, ^j/pAUL JAMES BRIO GEM AU, MSP NO. 

ONE ZERO ONE THREE FOUR, ' BORN APR. THIRTEEN, FORTY, WINCHESTER, INO., 

WHO WAS RECEIVED AT MSP FROM JACKSON COUNTY, KANSAS-CITY, MO., ON 

APR. TENTYTHREE, SIXTYFIVE, AND WAS DISCHARGED JAN. SIXTEEN, SUlY- 

EIGHT, AND WAS NOT ON PAROLE. BEFORE BEING TRANSFERRED TO PRISON' 

LIMITED SECURITY SECTION, AT MOBERLY, NO., ON MARCH SEVEN, SIXTYSIX, 

BRIDGEMAN WORKED IN THE MSP KITCHEN AND COULD HAVE HAD CONTACT WITH 

SUBJECT RAY. BRIDGEMAN’S FRIEND OR POSSIBLE GUARDIAN WAS SHOWN IN 
PRISON RECORDS AS WAY NE R OTHBE RG , ^?M E RLY KANSAS CITY, MO., AND IN 

SIXTYSEVEN RESIDING AT EIGHTYSIX ZERO THREE BEUREGARD ST., DALLAS, 

TEXAS, WHERE FIE WAS EMPLOYED BY ROCO AUTO SUPPLY COMPANY. WARDEN 

AT $R DETERMINED THAT ROTMBERG WAS SMUGGLINF' LONEY TO BRIDGEMAN . 

AND SUSPECTS THAT BOTH ARE HOMOSEXUALS. BRIDGEMAN IN FIFTYSIX ' 

INTERVIEW CONFESSED IN'SIGNED STATEMENT TO ITSMV VIOLATION .

USA, KANSAS CITY, MO., DECLINED PROSECUTION IN FAVOR OF STATE

PROSECUTION. IN FIFTYSIX BRIDGEMAN IDENTIFIED PARENTS AS JAMES M.

AND IRENEBRID^ ZERO ONE EAST WALNUT, BLOOMINGTON, ILL.
END PAGE TWO Z ' ■ ' '
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IC .44-760 . . •

PAGE THREE . ' / '

BRIDGEMAN ARRESTED KANSAS CITY, MO. PD FEB. EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT ON . 

DISTURBING THE PE ACE' CHARGE AND RELEASED ON TWENTYFIVE DOLLAR 

BOND SAME DAY. CHARGE DISMISSED FEB.' TWELVE, SIXTYEIGHT. GAVE ■ 

INCORRECT RESIDENCE ADDRESS AND INCORRECT EMPLOYMENT ON THIS ARREST 

HIT CLAIMED PARENTS DECEASED AND GAVE HIS SISTER AS JANET LOU/CAWVEY, 

LANTON, MO. PHOTOGRAPHS' OF BRIDGEMAN WILL BE FORWARDED TO ABOVE ■ 

OFFICES JUNE FOUR . . BRIDGEMAN DESCRIBED WM, SIX FEET TALL, ONE 

HUNDRED EIGHTY POU.NDS,' BLOND HAIR, BLUE EYES.
DALLAS, INTERVIEW- ROTHBERG. ' '

. SPRINGFIELD, INTERVIEW JAMES AND IRENE BRIDGEMAN IF LIVING

. KANSAS CITY INTERVIEWING JANET LOU CAWVEY AND POSSIBLE ' . : . s

GIRL FRIEND. OF BRIDGEMAN. ' . B

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. . .

DGB '

FBI. MEMPHIS
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' FBI ST LOUIS ■ . , . /
' 819PM URGENT 6-3-68 JLS . V ' ^

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS , ~ • 4

FROM ST. LOUIS (44- 775 ) ■

■ ;HJRKIN - SUMMARY « Z - , ' x
■ RE JERRY RAYNES. ^INTERVIEWED. HAS NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT . -

SUBJECT OR WHEREABOUTS. BELIEVES SUBJECT PROBABLY DEAD OR HE WOULD- '

' ■ HAVE BEEN FOUND BY NOW. DOES NOT THINK SUBJECT WOULD EVER CONTACT , . .

. HIM, BUT MIGHT CONTACT CAROL PEPPER OR JOHN OR JERRY RAY. WORRIED '

' THAT CAROL PEPPER FAILEl/TO VISIT HIM LAST WEEKEND.' ' /.J
1 . RE JOHN LARRY RAY, / . ' , 4

RE INTER VIE WED. NO KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECT OR WHEREABOUTS AFTER,

’ ESCAPE. UNABLE TO SPECIFICALLY RECALL His’LAST VISIT. TO SUBJECT AT J

- MSP AS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER VISITS.. UNABLE TO RECALL SPECIFIC -J

. RESIDENCE’AT THAT TIME. MOVED FREQUENTLY DURING SIXTYSEVEN'. STILL , J

KEEPS MOST OF CLOTHING IN CAR. TRUNK. COULD MOVE ON TEN MINUTE NOTICE .V

ANY TME. WORKED FOR SEVERAL UNRECALLED PAINTERS OR DECORATORS IN . ^
SLMO ON ONE OR TWO DAY JOBS DURING PERIOD FOLLOWING SUBJECTS ESCAPE. ' I

WILL ' ENDEAVOR TO LOCATE W DASH> TWO FORMS SO EMPLOYMENTS ON SPECIFIC J

.DATES MAYBE VERIFIED. " . . .

END ,PAGE ONE ' . ' . \
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-FB-S MEMPHIS 9 4
FBI LOS A NG. •

917PM URGENT 6-3-63' NLB

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) MEMPHIS (44- 1937) AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM LOS ANGELES (44- 15 74 ) P .

MIRKIN

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO LOS'ANGELES'MAY TWENTY EIGHT LAST

AND LOS ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR FAY THIRTY ONE LAST.

RE RE GUEST' TO CHECK LOS ANGELES VENEREAL 3 ISE

DR. WALTER H. SKARTT PAREN CONCEAL PAREN, CHIEF OF'VENEREAL 

DISEASE CONTROL? LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, ADVISED 

JUNE THREE 11ST ANT THAT SEARCH OF VENEREAL DISEASE RECORDS 

COVERING SYPHILIS, GONORRHEA AND OTHER VENEREAL DISEASES

DISCLOSES NO RECORD OR INFORMATION IDENTIFIABLE' WITH MADE OR

ALIASES OF SUBJECT. DR. SMART! ADVISED THE HOLLYWOOD-WILSHIRE

HEALTH CENTER MAD NO RECORD OF SUBJEpT EVER SLING TESTED FOR

-PRESENCE OF VENEREAL DISEASE

^ RE LOS ANGELES TIMES INFORMANT BOB PAREN LNU PARED.

NINE LAST AT DOCKTORS PET CENTER, FAIRMOUNT SHOPPING CENTER,

END PAGE ON
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FBI WASH DC ' ! ’

FBI MEMPHIS , ( .

FBI WASH'DC ' '

,850PM DEFERRED 6-3-68 215 PM PL3 ' .

TO MEMPHIS \44-1987\ PLAINTEXT VIA WASHINGTON

FROM HONOLULU \15 7-13 1\ .

' .MURKIN-COST DATA. .

"FOLLOWING COST-ITEMS FOR MAY LAST.
ONE. FO^Y^FOUR REGULAR SPECIAL AGENTS HOURS\ TWELVE SA,S OVERTIME

HOURS\ EIGHT'CLERICAL HOURS.

TWO. ONE HUNDRED TEN MILES. '

THREE. SIX DOLLARS TELEPHONE TOLLS.

FOUR. PEAK AGENTS THREE.

END ’ ■ '

TSJ ' .

FBI MEMPHIS
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5/31/68

PLAIN TEXT 

TELETYPE 
URGENT •

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI <44-38861) AND SACS LOS ANGELES (44-1574)
SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN.

RE LOS ANGELES TEWYPE TO BUREAU MAY THIRTY LAST, 

SPRINGFIELD TEL TO LOS ANGELES MAY TWENTY NINE LAST AND 

SPRINGFIELD TEL CALL TO CHICAGO MAY THIRTY LAST. 

® FRANCES E. RAY
^RRY RAY^IN^«flEWED THIS DATE STATES NOT ACQUAINTED WITH 

FRANCES E. RAY, DOES NOT HAVE ANY RELATIVES IN HUNTINGTON

PARK, CALIFORNIA, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. HAS NEVER HEARD SUBJECT 

MENTION-(M^m INDIVIDUAL. BELIEVES THAT JMffiLJFJW  ̂

QUINCY, ILLINOIS, WOULD HAVE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FAMILY 

MEMBERS THAN ANYONE ELSE. AM CC TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

1 - Memphis (AM)
RJD:pas ’ /
(2)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD/p6 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B 1

Date: 5/31/63

Transmit the following inEL4IMi^5I!
(Type in plaintext or code) ’

ViaTELETYPEURGENT  J
(Priority) ।

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) .

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN, CR. ,

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TWO ZERO THREE WEST PRAIRIE, 

STREET DECATUR,- ILLINOIS, SPONSORS A TEEN CENTER EVERY TUESDAY 

NIGHT TILL TEN P.M. FOR POOR UNDER-PRIVILEGED YOUTH IN DECATUR 

WHICH CROWD/C0NSISTS LARGELY OF NEGRO YOUTH. REVEREND GORDON 

STEW^^SISWT PASTOR ADVISED MAY TWENTYNINE AND THIRTY 

ONE LAST THAT SHORTLY AFTER TEN P.M, MAY TWENTYEIGHT SIXTYEIGHT 

AN INDIVIDUAL APPEARED AT THE CHURCH AND ENTERED INTO CONVERSA­

TION WITH A FEW SUPERVISORS, INDIVIDUAL APPEARED DRUNK OR ON 

DOPE, HE STATED HE CONVERSED WITH THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE 

FOLLOWING DAY AFTER DISCUSSING THE INCIDENT WITH ONE OF THE 

SUPERVISORS AND VIEWING PHOTOS IN LIFE MAGAZINE THEY FELT THIS '

INDIVIDUAL BORE SOME RESEMBLANCE TO JAMES EARL RAY. REVEREND

STEWART LOOKED AT NUMEROUS PHOTOS AND FAILED TO MAKE IDENTIFI­

CATION. HE MAINTAINED HE WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE PERSON BEING, 

RAY AND COULD ONLY SAY THAT THE ARTIST DRAWING OF THE EYES JN 

THE WANTED FLYER PHOTO WAS THE ONLY PJSEKBUNCEJMO-%--
a • SEARCHED...............INOEXED.jdl- -

l-SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (^-MEMPHIS (44-1987s>R1ALIZED.^^EIL-U^
RFB/ck . 1-CHICAGO • - JU®31968v

Approved:---------------------------------------------- Sent M PeTZjZZZ
. Special Agent in Charge ' ■
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i-’D~30 (Rev, 5-22-64)
9*

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in__
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO

SI 44-561 ■

NO WAY IDENTIFY RAY FROM TWO RECENT PHOTOS. STEWART FURTHER

STATED THE PHOTO OF RAY WITH EYES CLOSED WHICH IS SIMILIAR TO 

THE PHOTO IN WANTED FLYER WITH EYES DRAWN BY ARTIST IN NO WAY 

RESEMBLED PERSON HE SAP/. .

REVEREND STEWART MENTIONED THE■SUPERVISOR WAS NORMA^^ 

WHO PORTRAYS HIMSELF AS AN AMATEUR ARTIST. GADDIS FAILED TO 

POSITIVELY IDENTIFY RAY IN CONTACT WITH GADDIS ON MAY TWENTYNINE 

AND THIRTY FIRST SIXTYEIGHT. HE MENTIONED INDIVIDUAL NOT DRUNK 

HOWEVER HE COULD NOT FURNISH POSTIIVE INFORMATION MAINTAINING 

HE ONLY NOTED THE EYES WHICH WERE DISTINCTIVE AS IN THE WANTED 

FLYER OF RAY BUT DIFFERED FROM THE EYES OF THE INDIVIDUAL HE HAD 

SEEN. GADDIS COULD NOT IDENTIFY THE TWO RECENT PHOTOS OF RAY 

SHOWN TO HIM ALONG WITH OTHER PHOTOS.

GADDIS DURING INTERVIEW STRESSED THE FACT IE IS AMATEUR 

ARTIST AND ALWAYS HAS HAD DIFFICULTY WITH REPRODUCING EYES. HE 

STATED HE PAID MORE ATTENTION TO THE PERSONS EYES AND DID NOT 

NOTICE OTHER FACIAL FEATURES EXCEPT THE PERSONS HAIRLINE WHICH

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

M Per
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