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THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WILL MAINTAINED IN THE FOLLOWING 
FILES:

44-1987-SUB -------  OFFICE MEMORANDUM & INSERTS

44-1987-SUB-A -----  REPORTS ~ ffl^

44-1987-SUB-B -----  LETTERS & AIRTELS

44-1987-SUB-C -----  NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS -
44-1987-SUB-D----- 3O2’s-O«
44-1987-SUB-E   MISCELLANEOUS SUSPECTS
44-1987-SUB-F ------ JAY WALLIS VERNON
<4-1987-SUB-G -----  ERIC STARVO GALT

44-1987-SUB-H -----  LAB REPORTS

44-1987-SUB-I--------REGARDING VARIOUS GAULT OR GALT FAMILIES

44-1987-SUB—J-------  Telephone Calls - Charles Stein

44-1987-SUB-K---— Prisoner's

44-1987-SUB-L------- LEGAT’s

^-V^h- %>\xA>- M___"rm^-V. Mien fvrV<LS.t
•■m ^l^/]"^^^-^ — 'Sed^.v^Q - \Ta ■ /
>/z/-/^/-U^ - <^ - ^^^^ J$z&&-Z)6<Z&L'/in<i./V'&S

MAINTAIN AS TOP SERIAL
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FOIPA REQUEST 
Do Not Destroy Prior to— 

(/J^-mt' ^^)

FOIPA REQUEST
Do Not DesDoy Prior to.„ 

G^-me- ^331^ 
(l^O-mE- 5*33/3}
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0-9 (Rev. 8-16-79) * ♦

AIRTEL
TRANSMIT VIA: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
CLASSIFICATION:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - —

FROM: Director, FBI

TO: SAC, Memphis (62-1881)

HAROLD WEISBERG
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS REQUEST

DATE; SEP 1 3 198?

Reurairtel, dated 7/13/77.

Enclosed are the original Memphis files sent to FBIHQ 
for duplication and FOIPA processing.

ME 44-1987

44-1987- - 7 volumes
- 1A - 11 volumes
- Sub - 2 volumes
- Sub A - 7 volumes
- Sub B - 8 volumes
- Sub C - 5 volumes

• - Sub D - 3 volumes
- Sub E - 20 volumes
- Sub F - 1 volume .
- Sub G - 40 volumes
- Sub H - 3 volumes
- Sub I - 1 volume
- Sub J - 2 volumes
- Sub K - 2 volumes
- Sub L - 2 volumes
- Sub M - 11 volumes
- Sub N - 1 volume
- Sub 0-3 volumes
- Sub P - 1 volume
- Sub Q - 1 volume
- 1B5

• - 1B7 (sent to FBIHQ by airtel 4/9/76)
- 1B9
- 1B10 z
- 1B12 ^^~/^7-/^o^
- 1B13
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Airtel to SAC, Memphis (62-1881)
Re: Harold Weisberg

Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts Request

ME 88-10052
88-10052 - 1 volume ^

ME 157-1067

157-1067- 25 volumes
- 1A - 4 volumes

ME 157-1092

157-1092- 5 volumes/
- Sub - 1 volume/

The enclosed files have been reviewed under current 
classification procedures. You are requested to make the 
classification changes on all other file copies in your division. 
Local agencies previously receiving copies of these records must 
be apprised of changes.

Before returning form 4-37 to Headquarters, insure 
Registry Number is recorded in the space provided.

- 2 -
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Memorandum

To SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) Date 11/6/89

From SA

Subject: MURKIN;
CR
00: MEMPHIS

For information of the file, the writer contacted
SA CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT, FBIHQ, regarding the retention
of seve^^^Sems of ev^enc^stored in the E^^ence Control Room, 
Memphis Division. SA advised SA HM that several
items of evidence had neer^rorwarded to FBlH(^while other items 
remained in storage in Memphis.

On November 6, 1989, contacted and
related the following informatior^^He had conferre^w^h TOM 
BUDNEY, CHIEF, RECORDS MANAGEMENT, DIVISION 4, who has 
responsibility for the Bureau Bulky Room and determined all 
evidence maintained in Memphis, is to remain in the field office 
bulky room until the items are called into the archives system.

When the items are called into archives, all field 
offices then forward evidence to be permanently maintained at the 
Bureau.

The items referenced in this matter are 44-1987, IB 
5,7,9,10,12,13,14,16,and 17.

____________ Memphis Division Evidence Control Clerk, ^^^M 
^^^Mwas advised of the above information on November 6, 
1989.

^
2-44-1987
MCA/mca W- / ^ ^ «
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Memorandum

SSA ^H

From : ASAC

Date 4/29/91

Subject: BULKY EXHIBIT DESTRUCTION PROGRAM

OFFICE DEADLINE: 5/24/91

Attached are a number of copies of green sheets 
representing items that have been in our possession for quite 
sometime. During the last semi-annual inventory you evidently 
certified that these items should be retained.

Please again review these individual items in an 
attempt to dispose of same. Prepare a memorandum for the 
individual case file and send to me by COB 5/24/91 detailing your 
efforts to dispose of same or justification for continued 
retention.

Enclosures

1 - SSA
1 - ASAC ^^^H
1 - 29-3577 (1B2)
1 - 29B-3939 (1B1, 1B2, 1B3, 1B4, 1B5, 1B6)
1 - 29A-3964 (1B3)
1 - 29A-4188 (1B1, 1B3, 1B4)

CD- 4'4-1987 (1B5, 1B7, 1B9, 1B10, 1B12, 1B13, 1B14, 1B16, 1B17)
1 - 44A-4314 (1B1, 1B2, 1B4, 1B5, 1B6)
1 _ 44A-4732 (1B1)
1 - 194-6 (1B4)
1 - 196-3 (1B13)
1 - 196-10 (1B3, 1B4, 1B5, 1B6, 1B7, IBS, 1B9, 1B10, 1B11, 1B12, 

1B13, 1B14)
1 - 196B-CE-61996 (1B6)
1 - 209A-112 (1B2, 1B4, 1B5)

JTK:tjm
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Memorandum

To SAC, MEMPHIS Date 5/3/91

From : SSA

Subject: BULKY EXHIBIT DESTRUCTION PROGRAM
OFFICE DEADLINE: 5/24/91

Reference memo of ASAC 4/29/91.

On 5/17/91, evidence contained in bulky exhibits 1B5, 
1B7, 1B9, 1B10, 1B12, 1B13, 1B14, 1B16, and 1B17, were disposed 
of by destruction.

44A-1987
MES:mes
(1)
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Source From Which Property AcquiredDr.te Property Acquired

Ono (".) roll of aerial photo

Two (2) 40” z 40” aerial pho

Yive (5) 20” x 24” aerial ph 
scene to York Arms Coopery

Two (2) sets of contact size 
in each set

graphic negatives . ■

tegraphs of crime scene area 

olographs of area from crime . . ■

aerial photographs, 5 photos

- (xU-

</

HDT/acp
DOS:NOT DESTROY: 

HISTORICAL VALUE, 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES"

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date)
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Wait _ -15-68
Bulky Exhibit • Inventory of Prof 

- FD-192 (Rev. 10-6-65)

Title and Character of Case

MURKIN
CR 
00: MEMPHIS

Date Property Acquired

4-15-68

Source From Which Property Acquired

Ruby Goodman, Mayfield Cleaners, 2222 Highland
Ave, Birmingham, Ala, "

Locationof Prppemixir Bulky Exhibit .

Mky Exhibit Room

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Mady to Dispose of Same 

EVI DE XCE ;
Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same ^^^^^^^^^^^^^H

4 DRY CLEANING RECEIPT BOOKS DATED 9-1-67 TO 9-7-67, 9-11-67 

ti 9-15-67, 9-15-67 to 9-22-67, and 9-30-67 to 10-5-67,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82)

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 10/14/93

JAMES J. FALLON, 10 Essex Drive, Mendham, New Jersey, 
telephone number (201) 543-3025, white male, Date of Birth: 

, Social Security number: , was
interviewed at his residence. FALLON provided the following 
information:

FALLON advised that he is the President of FALLON RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES, a business that conducts industrial market research for 
mineral and chemical companies. FALLON started the business in 1979.

FALLON stated that he contacted the office of the FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI), Newark, New Jersey, after watching the 
television show, UNSOLVED MYSTERIES, on September 8, 1993. FALLON 
said that one segment of the show suggested that more than one (1) 
individual was responsible for the shooting death of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in 1968.

FALLON advised that from May, 1965 until 1979, he was 
employed by the ENGELHARD CORPORATION, formerly known as MINERALS AND 
CHEMICALS PHILIPP (MCP) in Menlo Park, New Jersey. MCP mined, 
processed and sold industrial minerals throughout the United States. 
In the Spring of 1966, FALLON held the position of distributor sales 
manager for a large territory in the Midwest. One of the MCP 
distributors under his supervision was the GEORGE BRANDT COMPANY in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

FALLON stated that he travelled to Kansas City in the Spring 
of 1966, to meet with a salesman for the GEORGE BRANDT COMPANY named 
LEE HANSEN. FALLON and HANSEN worked together for several weeks 
meeting with MCP customers in the Kansas City area. In the course of 
these business and social meetings, HANSEN asked FALLON, "Do you want 
to make $10,000.00?" HANSEN then told FALLON that there was a 
$10,000.00 reward to be paid to the person that killed 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HANSEN did not tell FALLON who was going to 
pay the reward, but HANSEN seemed to know where the money was coming 
from. HANSEN was very serious about this proposal, and stated that, 
"Somebody should get that guy and kill him."

Investigation on 10/4/93 at Mendham, New Jersey Ric# 94-HQ-70698

by SA Date dictated 10/4/93

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD 302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

94-HQ-70698

Continuation of FD-302 of JAMES J. FALLON, ^ 10/4/93 Page 2

FALLON said that HANSEN and he met with the representatives 
of several companies who were MCP customers during this business trip. 
FALLON stated that HANSEN repeated the information regarding a 
$10,000.00 payment to the killer of KING to two (2) other individuals 
in his presence. HANSEN discussed this payment with TERRILL JOHNSON, 
the technical director for a paint company, name unknown, in Kansas 
City, and the technical director for another paint company, name 
unknown, in Kansas City, RICHARD RADFORD. HANSEN said that RADFORD 
left Kansas City to join the BRUNNING COMPANY, Baltimore, Maryland, 
shortly after that time. Both JOHNSON and RADFORD agreed that KING 
should be killed, but neither JOHNSON or RADFORD indicated their 
willingness to get involved in the actual murder.

FALLON advised that he was promoted a short time later and 
did not return to Kansas City so he did not meet with HANSEN again.

When KING was killed in 1968, FALLON said that it never 
occurred to him that his conversations with HANSEN had any 
significance because all information regarding the murder indicated 
that JAMES EARL RAY was solely responsible for the shooting. However, 
after viewing the UNSOLVED MYSTERIES segment regarding a possible 
conspiracy, FALLON recalled the remarks made by HANSEN.

FALLON described HANSEN as a white male, about 5'8" in 
height, heavy build, blond hair, blue eyes, who would be 67-70 years 
old at this time. HANSEN is a World War II NAVY Veteran, who was 
married and originally from the Minneapolis, Minnesota area.
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0-9 (Rev. 3-16-79)

TRANSMIT VIA: AIRTEL_________________________

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLAS________________________ DATE: 12/13/93___________

FROM: Director, FBI

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM;
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
OO: MEMPHIS

Reference Newark Airtel and FD-302, dated 10/14/93, 
entitled "Unsolved Mysteries, NBC Television; OO: HQ."

Enclosed for the information of Memphis is one copy of 
an FD-302 interview of James J. Fallon, of Mendham, New Jersey, 
regarding the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., and a one A 
envelope containing the original notes regarding the interview of 
James J. Fallon.

Based on the information contained in the enclosed 
FD-302, Memphis is requested to conduct any and all logical 
investigation and report any results to FBIHQ, attention; Civil 
Rights Unit.
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FD-159 (Rev. 5-9-88)

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

Orally 12/17/93 Written Communication 
(date) (date)

Information concerning: (Include DRUG MATTERS here.)

Civil Rights Matters

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 44-1987-1205

□ On 12/17/93 a continuing disclosure was initiated with
(date)

District Attorney General's Offload will be maintained until the
(agency)

conclusion of the investigation.

Information furnished to:
General John Pierotti

Remarks: Advised him orally of information on a FD-302 connected 
with the Martin Luther King assassination.

Employee Furnishing Information

J-66- 1689 
1^44-1987 
wcr/6Aw
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************************** -JOURNAL- ************** DATE DEC-16-1993 ***** TIME 16:02 ********

DATE/TIME = EEC-16 16:00

JOURNAL NO. - 24

COMM.RESULT

PAGES

DURATION

MODE

STATION NAME

TELEPHONE NO.

RECEIVED ID

RESOLUTION

= OK

- 03

- 00:02’05

- XMT

- T 82023243155

- 202 324 3155

= STANDARD

J01*********************************************************** -
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FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET

PRECEDENCE
^''Immediate
□ Priority
□ Routine

CLASSIFICATION

nclassified

□ Top Secret Time Transmitted:
□ Secret Sender’s Initials: _
□ Confidential Number of Pages:
□ Sensitive (Including Cover Page)

To: 19 / yLecro^ ; fijZ__________
(Name of Office)

Date:

Facsimile Number; Ca-eQ B^-y-37 3 y~

Attn: 5s>
(Name Room Telephone)

C^u \C-ib

From: fA-g'/H^^/^
(Name of Office)

WsZf^Z

Subject: J^Myi ^u zg±£ >

qG / 4*1 _______________________

Special Handling Instructions: E£ll__ZS_££z£_^^^^H

Originator’s Name: Telephone: _________

Originator’s Facsimile /lumber:

Approved: ^f

/2^zJ_J3r£s^^2Z
FBI/DOJ
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M ETRO
MEMPHIS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1993 The Commercial Appeal

Pierotti might inquire 
into King ‘plot’ claims

Food

By Marc Perrusquia 
The Commercial Appeal

State prosecutors may look 
into new allegations that Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
killed as part of a plot involving 
two Memphis businessmen and 
others, Dist. Atty. Gen. John 
Pierotti said Wednesday.

Pierotti said he still believes 
the new allegations are a hoax, 
but said he cannot avoid the 
groundswell of media attention 
since a British newspaper on 
Sunday reported details of a pos­
sible conspiracy.

Pierotti said his staff may in­
terview witnesses after consid­
ering new information, includ­
ing an interview expected to air 
tonight on national television 
with a retired businessman and 
one-time Memphis policeman 
who claims to know about a plot 
behind King's death here in 
1968. .

In 1968, Loyd Jowers owned a 
restaurant below the second-sto­
ry boarding house from which

convicted assassin James Earl 
Ray is said to have fired the shot 
that killed King.

In an interview with reporter 
Sam Donaldson on the ABC news 
program PrimeTime Live, 
Jowers, 67, will give a different 
account of King’s death.

In the interview, to air locally 
at 9 p.m. on WHBQ Channel 13, 
Jowers will say "he was part of a 
conspiracy to murder Dr. King 
and that he hired someone to do 
the killing." ABC announced 
Wednesday.

Jowers claims he hired a trig­
german, and it was not Ray. The 
claim, which has stirred new 
controversy in the 25-year-old 
case, appears to add new details 
to a conspiracy allegation 
checked out but dismissed by 
the FBI in 1968.

Pierotti has said the new alle­
gations appear to be manufac­
tured to fit known facts in the 
case, but Jowers’ attorney Lewis 
Garrison has said his client only 
wants the truth to come out.

Pierotti, who was interviewed 
by Donaldson Wednesday, said

he will be watching the Jowers 
interview closely.

Garrison approached Pierotti 
several weeks ago seeking im­
munity for his client and four 
others in return for naming a 
gunman and at least one other 
businessman supposedly in­
volved in a conspiracy.

Ray, who is serving a 99-year 
sentence for King’s death, did 
not commit the murder, accord­
ing to Jowers’ account.

Pierotti originally dismissed 
the new claim as a "sham and 
fraud.” But the prosecutor said 
he’s eager to listen to what 
Jowers has to say. Yet, if he finds 
there is any truth in his account, 
there won’t be any deals for the 
former restaurant owner, Pier­
otti said.

“If someone actually is guilty 
of capital murder and I give him 
immunity just to clear the books 
on this, I ought to be run out of 
town,” Pierotti said

Pierotti said his staff may in­
terview other witnesses after lis­
tening to Jowers. Pierotti 
stressed he is not “reopening the

Loyd 
Jowers 
in 1963

King case,” but 
said investiga­
tors likely 
would check 
for possible
corroborating information to 
Jowers statement.

Several efforts to reach Jowers 
at his rural Martin, Tenn., home 
have been unsuccessful.

In the ABC interview, Jowers 
details a conspiracy involving 
himself and another former 
Memphis businessman, accord­
ing to excerpts released by the 
network:

DONALDSON: Was (James 
Earl Ray) part of the conspir­
acy?

JOWERS: He was part of it, but 
I don't believe he knew he was 
part of it. But he was part of it, 
yes, he was there.

DONALDSON: Tell me about 
Frank Laberto (sic). Who was he 
and what was your relationship 
with him?

JOWERS: Well, he was in the 
produce business. I met Fra^k

Please see KING, Page B2

pro*i< 
recor 
feed 1

By Quintin Robins
The Commercial Appe

The Memphis Food B: 
distributed a record 8 
pounds of food to needy 1 
in the MemphisjAa this 

But jubilatioi^Pr ex, 
last year's total of 6.8 
pounds was tempered by 
that the need exceeded t 
ply, said Food Bank exect 
rector Susan Sanford.

“We are just bursting 
seams over here," she sa 
are so proud of this year, 
so sad that there are s< 
people who need our hel

“We are feeling the nee 
than ever durino the
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By Michael McMullan

Capping the semester
Students in Christian Brothers University’s Introduction to Engineering Design classes were 

asked to invent devices to open childproof bottle caps — for adults who have limited hand strength. 
Toli Sawaides tests his team’s entry as the judges make the rounds. The CBU Engineering Depart- - 
ment collaborated with the University of Tennessee Rehabilitation Engineering Center.
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From Page B1

King
Laberto (sic) when I was a po­
liceman, city policeman in 1947. 
We’ve become pretty good 
friends, not real real close 
friends, you might say business 
friends Laberto (sic) has done 
me several large favors, so I 
owed him a favor or at least I 
thought I did.

Jowers goes on to say he was 
asked “to handle some money 
transaction, hire someone to as­
sassinate Dr. Martin Luther 
King,” the ABC excerpts show.

Two weeks after King’s assas­
sination, authorities questioned 
Frank Camilla Liberto, then liv­
ing at 3271 Powers St. in Mem­
phis’s Raleigh area, according to 
FBI reports.

Liberto, then president of the 
L L & L Produce Co., 814 Scott, al­
legedly was overheard talking 
about King's murder on the tele­
phone the day of the assassina­
tion, April 4,1968.

John McFerren of Somerville, 
Tenn., told investigators he was 
in Memphis shopping for 
grocers at the Farmers Market 
when he overheard a conversa­
tion by a man who weighed “ap­
proximately 300 pounds,” ac­
cording to an April, 11,1968, FBI 
report.

“McFerren stated that the 
heavyset man did not see him at 
that time. He stated he heard the 
heavyset man say, ‘Kill the S O B. 
on the balcony and get the job 
done. You will get your $5,000 ’ ”

King was shot on the balcony 
of the Lorraine Motel about 6:01 
p.m. that day. But when agents

questioned Liberto. then 51 
years old and weighing 285 
pounds, he “emphatically de­
nied having any knowledge” of 
King’s murder, according to an 
April 23,1968, FBI report.

“He ad vised he may ha ve made 
statements to the effect that 
King should be killed, although 
he does not recall any specific 
statements made by him to this 
effect,” the FBI report said.

The report went on to say: “Li­
berto advised he frequently 
taunts various individuals re­
garding racial matters and may 
have made disparaging remarks 
to some of his customers...’’

Liberto explained to agents 
that he frequently purchases 
produce over the telephone and 
his discussions involve large 
sums of money. The FBI checked 
out the tip as one of many.

Liberto, who would be 76 now, 
is believed to be living in New 
Orleans, said Frank H. Liberto, 
no relation, a former Memphis 
car dealer who said he was often 
confused with the other Liberto. 
Efforts to reach Frank Camilla 
Liberto on Wednesday were un­
successful.

Pierotti said he heard from 
sources Wednesday afternoon 
that the new conspiracy theory 
would implicate a man named 
Liberto. The new theory was 
fueled by a story Sunday in a 
London daily, The Observor, 
which maintained the plot ulti­
mately was tied to mobsters in 
New Orleans

“This is wild," Pierotti said. 
“Why in the name of God are 
they going to use Jowers to pick 
a hit man? If they are in the Ma­
fia, they know hit men.”

In 1968, Jowers owned Jim’s 
Grill, 418 S. Main. He and several 
patrons were interviewed by po­
lice shortly after the murder, 
but did not discuss details of a 
plot. Jowers moved to Martin re­
cently where he operates a con­
venience store and is said to own 
several small houses.

Garrison, Jowers’ attorney, 
previously had declined to name 
his client, referring to him only 
as a mystery businessman who 
was seeking immunity from 
prosecution. It was unclear 
Wednesday why Jowers had de­
cided to go public. Efforts to 
reach Garrison at his home and 
office were unsuccessful.

Pierotti said new claims about 
the King assassination get 
stranger by the day. The prose­
cutor said he's heard through 
good sources that Memphis pri­
vate detectives are out looking 
for Jowers’s gunman

“The last I heard they were 
looking for the real shooter and 
he was picking strawberries in 
Florida,” he said.
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION Date: 01/13/94

FROM SAC, MEMPHIS (C) 
SQUAD 8

CONTACT SA

TO DIRECTOR, FBI

ATTN: SSA CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT

TITLE RAY, JAMES, EARL;
KING, MARTIN, LUTHER, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
00: ME

RE: Bureau airtel dated 12/13/93

PURPOSE(S): To outline investigative efforts by Memphis
Division.

details: On 12/16/93, indices checks were conducted on
JAMES J. FALLON, FALLON RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, ENGELHARD 
CORPORATION, MINERALS AND CHEMICALS PHILIPP, BRUNNING COMPANY, 
TERRILL JOHNSON, RICHARD RADFORD, and LEE HANSEN/HANSON with 
negative results.

On 12/17/93, liaison was established with District 
Attorney General JOHN PIEROTTI, Shelby County Attorney General’s 
Office, Memphis, Tennessee, and the information contained in an 
FD-302, dated 10/4/93, concerning JAMES J. FALLON was 
disseminated to him. PIEROTTI advised MARK K. GLANKLER, Criminal 
Investigative Division, Shelby County Attorney General's Office, 
and JOHN SIMMONS, Special Agent, TENNESSEE BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION, would be handling an investigation that would be 
specifically looking into allegations expressed by LLOYD JOWERS 
on a recent episode of the television program "Primetime Live," 
during which JOWERS indicated JAMES EARL RAY was not the person 
who killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

To date, PIEROTTI's investigative team has been
unable to locate FRANK HOLT, JOWERS' alleged "shooter" of Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
presently assisting

JR., for interview; the Memphis Division is
in locating HOLT through HOLT's social

0- File # 44-1987 
1 - Working Copy
WCR:cnb (4)
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security number. The Orlando, Florida Resident Agency has been 
apprised of JOWERS’ allegations since FRANK HOLT most recently 
resided at a Rescue Mission in Orlando, Florida. In addition, 
the Memphis Division is also assisting in providing copies of 
specific FD-302's concerning interviews of specific individuals 
who were in the vicinity of the shooting of Dr. KING on the date 
of the incident.

PIEROTTI's investigative team is also currently 
attempting to locate and interview some 11 or 12 people who had 
been frequenting a restaurant situated near the scene of Dr. 
KING’S assassination on that same date.

Memphis is not re-opening this investigation at 
this time since there has been no evidence uncovered to indicate 
anyone other than JAMES EARL RAY was responsible for Dr. KING’S 
death. Close liaison will be maintained with Attorney General 
PIEROTTI’s office to ensure Memphis is aware of any pertinent 
developments. FBIHQ will be advised every sixty days on status 
of the investigative efforts of the Attorney General's Office.

■
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FD-159 (Rev. 5-9-88)

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

Orally Written Communication 4/19/68
(date) (date)

Information concerning: (Include DRUG MATTERS here.)

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING CONSPIRACY

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 44 — 1987

El On 1/25/94 a continuing disclosure was initiated with 
(date)

District Attorney General's Offioed will be maintained until the
(agency) 

conclusion of the investigation.

Information furnished to: mark K. GLANKLER, CID

Remarks: Information contained in an FD-3 02, concerning interview 
of Frank Liberto, 3271 Powers Street, Raleigh, TN.

Employee Furnishing Information

1-66- 16 8 7 Sub
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FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82)

- 1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription __2______________

An anonymous elderly white female telephonically contacted 
the duty complaint agent and provided the following information:

One day after MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was shot and killed, 
HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD, current home address 5333 Lyford, Memphis, 
Tennessee, home telephone number 901-767-6463, told his wife, caller's 
daughter, that a fireman told HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD that he (the 
fireman) shot and killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. The caller's 
daughter then told caller the above information. Caller provided this 
information because she has acquired knowledge, through watching 
recent television programs, that JAMES EARL RAY may be retried for the 
murder of KING and she does not believe that an innocent person should 
remain in jail. The caller did not provide this information at any 
earlier date because she was also in fear that HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD, 
her daughter's now ex-husband would kill her daughter and herself if 
he ever found out that she or her daughter provided this information 
to any law enforcement agency. The caller and her daughter currently 
live at the same address. The caller further stated that on the day 
KING was murdered by the fireman, BRADFORD also worked as a fireman at 
a fire station located somewhere on Chelsea Road in Memphis, 
Tennessee. HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD is currently married to JOYCE 
BRADFORD who also lives at 5333 Lyford, Memphis, Tennessee.

The caller initially requested WILLIAM PEPPER'S, JAMES EARL 
RAY's defense attorney, telephone number because she wanted to advise 
PEPPER of the above-provided information. The caller does not want 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation-Memphis Division to contact HAROLD 
WESLEY BRADFORD, but if he is contacted, the caller requested that 
her and her daughter not be mentioned during the interview because she 
still fears for her life and the life of her daughter.

The caller further states she believes the fireman's first 
or last name begins with the letter "V".

Investigation on 01-28-94 at MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE File # 44-1987 ^l<^IO

by SA CDD^cdd Date dictated 01-28-94
tub

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82)

" 1 "

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 01-28-94

An anonymous elderly white female telephonically contacted 
the duty complaint agent and provided the following information:

One day after MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was shot and killed,^ 
HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD, current home address^5333 Lyford, Memphis, /\j 
Tennessee, home telephone number 901-767-646,3, told his wife, caller's 
daughter, that a fireman told HARULTT WESTEYBRADFORD that he (the 
fireman) shot and killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. The caller's 
daughter then told caller the above information. Caller provided this 
information because she has acquired knowledge, through watching 
recent television programs, that JAMES EARL RAY may be retried for the 
murder of KING and she does not believe that an innocent person should 
remain in jail. The caller did not provide this information at any 
earlier date because she was also in fear that HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD, 
her daughter's now ex-husband would kill her daughter and herself if 
he ever found out that she or her daughter provided this information 
to any law enforcement agency. The caller and her daughter currently 
live at the same address. The caller further stated that on the day 
KING was murdered by the fireman, BRADFORD also worked as a fireman at 
a fire station located somewhere on Chelsea Road in Memphis, 
Tennessee. HAROLD WESLEY BRADFORD is currently married to JOYCE 
BRADFORD who also lives at 5333 Lyford, Memphis, Tennessee.

The caller initially requested WILLIAM PEPPER'S, JAMES EARL 
RAY's defense attorney, telephone number because she wanted to advise 
PEPPER of the above-provided information. The caller does not want 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation-Memphis Division to contact HAROLD 
WESLEY BRADFORD, but if he is contacted, the caller requested that 
her and her daughter not be mentioned during the interview because she 
still fears for her life and the life of her daughter.

The caller further states she believes the fireman's first 
or last name begins with the letter "V".

Investigation on 01-28-94 at MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE W^il^ ^-^1987 I

by SA CDD: Cdd baWiffated ,^>-28-94 ;

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-159 (Rev. 5-9-88)

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

Orally Written Communication 1/28/94
(date) (date)

Information concerning: (Include DRUG MATTERS here.)

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING CONSPIRACY

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 44-1987

□ On 2/1/94________________________________
(date)

a continuing disclosure was initiated with

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFIGgd will be maintained until the 
(agency)

conclusion of the investigation.

Information furnished to: mark GLANKLER, CID, DAG

Remarks: FD-302 concerning anonymous tip on the ID of Dr. King's
murder.

Employee Furnishing Information

1-66- 16 8 7 SUB
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FD-36 {Rev. 11-17-88)
♦

TRANSMIT VIA:
□ Teletype
□ Facsimile
E AIRTEL_________

FBI

PRECEDENCE:
] Immediate

□ Priority
□ Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ UNCLAS E F T O
□ UNCLAS

Date 1/28/94

TO DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-0)

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY; I ' 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
CR - CONSPIRACY 
OO: MEMPHIS

VICTIM;

Enclosed for Memphis is an original letter dated
addressed to the FBI in Oklahoma City and signed by1/20/94, avxMX eu>ocu uu uire r LJ L xn wjs.xanvi 0 FRANK ELLIOTT^) XUZ^f A«>/y^/

Enclosed for the Bureau and Albuquerque Division is 
one copy each of the above letter by Mr. ELLIOTT.

For information of receiving offices
yy^.m'i.

HM-W
I960's;0KIRKSEY NIXyjR., son of the now deceased Oklahoma
AppeaIs/Judge, current ly serving time in Louisiana for murder; 
and0ALTMCDONALu£jak?H)ATE^^ no^deceased, also a well 
known criminal in Oklahoma.

ELLIOTT states in his letter he has attempted to 
tell his story and to sell his story to many prominent persons 
without success. His last paragraph set forth what is 
believed to be ELLIOTT'S true motivation: to get out of jail 
and make a lot of money.

Approved:
(Number) (Time)

2 - Bureau (Enc. 1)
2 - Albuquerque (Enc. ~1)
^>- Memphis (Enc. 1 jl^44-1987)
2 - Oklahoma City 
LEF:jag

FEE Hi 1904
FBI —MEMPHIS
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44-0

LEADS

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

AT SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO:

Contact and interview ELLIOTT, inmate number 42954, 
at New Mexico State Penitentiary.

2
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