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= UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Reporto:  BA JOE €, HESTER Ofice:  MEMPHIS
Date: Amil 11, 1869
Field Office File #: Egm@nig 441987 . Bureau File #: 4438861
Tie: JAMES FARL RAY; |

Pr. HARTIN me&} KiNG, JR. - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY | .

Synopsis: @n 3/16/69, subject appeared hefore Judge W, PRESTON
BATTLE, Divisiss III, Criminal Court, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tenn., 2nd entered plea of guilty to murder
in t&e firvet degree for which he was sentenced to 99
yEaTs mmmm On 3/18 and 3/14/60, efforts made
mx ‘Apgents te interview RAY at Tenmnesses Btate

?thtiwm Naghville, Tean., were unsuccessful.

if?/ﬁ@. subjest filed im Criminal Court of Bhelby

%mn, « & motion for a new frial.

O
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DEPATLS:

. @n isreh 19, 19692, the subjeet and his atteraey,
ERCY POREMAY, appeared before Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE,
@WMM 1L, Criminal Court of Bhelby County, Memphis,
Tennessee, and entered a plea of guliliy te murder in the

irst degree for having murdered Dy, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RAY was sentenced to aninety nine g ears imprisonment, this
having previously been agreed t¢ by RAY, by the Distriet
Aﬁ%m@y General, and by Judge BATTLE.

- @m mmh 13, 1968, and again en Mavreh 14, 1969,
the subject RAY, then immamﬁ% at the T&meﬂsoa Btate
Penitentiayy, Nashville, Teunesses, declined to be inter-
viewed by Special Agents of the FBI.
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‘ Om April 7, 1868, the subject threugh his
attorneys, RICHARP J, RYAN, J, B. STONWER, and ROBERT W,
HILL, JR., filed in the Crimimal Court of Shelby County,
Tennessee, 2 motion for a new trial. The subject asks
that the Court set aside his waiver, his plea of guilty,
and his conviction and that he be granted a new trial.
Subject states that his waiver, plea, and ceonviction were
the resultes of his being deprived of legal counsel, in
vielation of the 14th and 6th Awendments te the U. 8,
Constitution. The imhjwt states he will show that he
apd hiz two prior attoerneys, ARTHUR HANES and PERCY FOREMAN,
enteved  into mtmtﬁ mm the author WILLIAM BRADFORD
HUIE while the subject was awaiting trial,and that theae
contracgts established a confliet of mtmmt between the
subject and his two prior attorneys. The subject therefore
ssks that the judgment heretofore entered be set aside and
that his case be restored to the trisal calendar.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Repot of: BA JOB €, HESTER Office: pEurnIs

Date: &”11 1:. 1969

Field Of#ice File #: mh‘“ %1“? Bureau File #: "“-ama.
Titl: JAMES EARL RAY;

Br. MARTIN %*:v:.:_y:x;;

EING, JR. = VICTIN

Character: CIVIL Rm,m CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: OB af:xamg mmm appeared before Judge V. PRESTOR
BATTLE, Pivisien 111, Crimimal Court, Bhelby mmy,
Memphis, Tean., and sntered plea of guilty to murder
nmsamtay@mmmnmmmtmnm
gﬁrs imprisonment. ©n 3/10 and 8/14/69, efferts made

¥RI Agents to ianterview BAY at Tennessee Stste
Penitentiary, Nashville, Tenn., wers unsuccesaful.
On 4/7/68, subject ﬁ&eﬂ in Crimioel Court of Bhelby
County, Tenn., & motion for 2 mew trisl.

PETAYLE:

- On Mareh 10, 1&69, the subject and bhis attormey,
PERCY POREMAN, sppeared befors Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE,
mvmm Iix, mmx Court of Shelby Counily, Memphis,
Tonnessee, and entered a pieu of gullty to murder in sm
:ﬁm‘t aaw for bavisg murdsred Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

mr wns sentenced to mmty nine imprisorment, this
having proviously bheen agveed '&u r RAY, by the DPistrict
Attwm Geneval, and w Judge BATTLE.

én March 13, 1m. and again en March 14, 1969,
the eet RAY, thea imcarcerated at the Tennesses Sinte
_Penitentiary, mmnxa, mm, declined te beo inter~
viewad by Spesial Agents of the FBI.
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© Om April T, 1969, the subject through his
atterneys, RICHARB J. RYAN, J. B. STONER, and ROBERT W,
mm., m., filed im the criaiml Court of Shelby County,
Teonessee, & motion for a sew trial. The subject asks
t‘mﬁt m Court set aside his waiver, his plea of guilily,
and his convietion and that he be granted a mew trial.
Subjeet atates that hie waiver, plea, and conviction were
the results of his belng dmim af lml wuml, in
vislation of the 14th nnd 6th Anendnents
Consgitution. The sabject m:.m m wﬂl show that he
and hiz two prier atb ATHUR BANES and pm mms
entered inte contracts with m mm WILLIAM BRADF
BUIE while the subject wan awaiting trial,and that t;m
‘ gpontracts established a confliet of immt between the
subject and his m wm atitorneys. The subject therefore
askes that the Jud heretofore entered be set aside and
that his case be restored te the trinl ealendar.
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