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CHARLES B. BLACKBURN 
DIRECTOR 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS

CITY OF
MEMBHE

MEMPHIS 
TENNESSEE 
5 H 1 O 5

April 23, 1968

Mr. Frank C. Holloman, Director 
Division of Fire & Folice 
City of Memphis 
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Holloman:

Per your request, dated April 22, 1968, through Mr. Charles B. Blackburn,
Director, Division of Public Works, I was instructed to make certain engineering 
measurements relative to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King. These measurements 
WERE TO BE FROM A POINT WHERE THE WEAPON WAS FIRED TO THE AREA WHERE Dr. KING WAS 
STRUCK. The measurements were to be triangulated.

This morning, April 23, 19®, । and several engineering employees from

THIS DEPARTMENT, MET WITH LTS. A. S. ZeLINSKI AND J. L. HARRISON, OF THE POLICE 
Department, at the scene of the murder. The measurements and calculations, 
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, WERE MADE BETWEEN 8:30 A. M. AND 10 A. M. , THIS DATE.

1 WAS SHOWN, BY LTS. ZeLINSKI AND HARRISON, THE SPOT WHERE Dr. KlNG

WAS STANDING AND THE WINDOW FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED AND THAT THE BULLET 

ENTERED Dr. KlNG AT A POINT 59 INCHES ABOVE THE BALCONY FLOOR OF THE LORRAINE 
Motel, and that the gun was resting on a point on a windowsill of a building 
which fronts on South Main Street and across Mulberry Street from the Lorraine 
Motel.

An engineer’s transit was placed over the spot where Dr. King was
shot. The telescope being 59 inches from the balcony floor, and the instrument 
WAS MADE LEVEL.

From this position two triangles were established, with a base line
common to the two triangles, established and measured. Angles were turned, 
CHECKED, TURNED AGAIN, AND .CHECKED AGAIN AND EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE UTMOST ACCURACY OF THE CALCULATIONS. .

The LEVEL DISTANCE FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH THE SHOT WAS FIRED TO THE
POINT WHERE Dr. KlNG WAS STANDING IS 2O6. 36 FEET. THE DISTANCE ALONG THE 

FLIGHT OF THE BULLET FROM THE POINT FROM WHICH IT WAS FIRED TO THE POINT 

where Dr. King was standing is 20y.02 feet.
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