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P. 2 SUPPLEMENT #__ (Or. Maptin Luther Ring Mhrder) S 4-13-68

. her son, Jomes Sitrasuer,. or her daughter, Mat:hs Sinzleton, and her hueband J.

. cnd
 they might be able to shed some light on this incidenc. NS ’

At 3:30 pom., April 10, 1968, we went tc 1261 Wellsville, vhere we wers admittcd by .
Mertha Singleton, FW, ph. MU 5-1130. She stcted thac they do have a 23 channel C.B. radio
end that they stand by on channel 13, but on occasions will go to enother chamnel to call
and talk with a friend. sShe said that on April 4, 1968 between 6: 00 and 7:00 p.m., she
was monitoring channel .13, as there wag a lot of activity because of the death of Martin
_Luther King, end she would occasionally change to another chanmnel to see if sny additionsl
information could be learned. She was contacted by Suzanne ¥rayssr, who wae ligtening to .
her police monitor radio, as well as her CB radio, and during the converaat::lon Suzanne had
told her about a car thet was being chased by a mobile Citfzen Band radio operator, and
that cthis was taking place on channel 17. She sagd that she hung up immediately and turned
her CB radic over to channel 17, but by this time the chase was apparently all over with,
as she did not hear any of it. As a matter of fact, the channel was very quiet, ‘There was
. no one talking. She further stated that she then contacted her brother, who is & deputy
fire marshall, James Walker Btrasuer, ph. 358-9382, and he told her that he had been on
channel 17 listening to.the CB wobile unit chasing the white Mastang that wae scpposed to
have been driven by the killer of Martin Luther King, but due toc the fact that another :
CB unfig chat was close to his house was talking on another channel, and was bleeding over -
onto his channel, he was unablc to reu 311 of the crananﬂ.uions £ron the mobﬂc unit.
following the Huasang. : ‘

Ac. this time the husband of Martha smglecon, Je H. Singlecon. came hame from work and
in questioning him, he stated sbout the same thing that &s. Singlator stated, with the -
exception that he had received two phone calle at different times from a male wiite who
jdentified himself as Ray Reisling or Kefklgr, and that he vepresented a national’ masaz:lno
from Rev York and wanted to know if he had bees wonitoring chamrel 17 the night or evening
that Mercin iuther King had been killed, as:he wented to talk with- someone who had heard
the chase of the CB mobile and the Mustang. -He aleo told Mr. Singléton chat he wse a
local pho:ographer on an assignment with a national magazine. Kc. Singleton staied that

- he told him that he did not hear the chase; eud that if he had he voul.d gi.ve his informa-
tion to the police’ departmenc. ' .

M. Sinalnton fm.'thcr ltnted that Don O‘Dell, the manager of Glen’ Auen s Radio Co. on :
Poplar at Lauderdsle, hed aleo received several calls from thies same man, seeking informas
tion pertaining to the incident on channel 17. It was also learned that an employee of

Glen Allen’s Radis Co., Rodney link, was thinking about, or rather had gone to a lawyer

for advice because of an incident with this ssme photographer --reporter, as he had gone
onto Link's private property and attempted to get into Link's automobile to take photo-
graphs of his car. Link owns a Mustang, but it is not white (link was checked out by the
Homjcide Bureau,as his name had come up in the investigation, and the investigation proved
that he could not” have baen lt the scene-of the crima, a9 his al.:i.bil checked cut.)

1 then contacced James Strasuer in the five marshnl.l's office, ph. 323-8511, nnd he .
stated that on April 4, 19658 that he was at home and was listening to a pottable police
monitor radio, and tlm: after hearing of the shootiug of King he was ressonably sure
" that there would be trouble and that he would be called to duty. While listening to.the
police monitor, he heard the chase of the CB mobile unit and the Mustang from the police
.dispatcher, so he got on his :CB radio and began going from channel to channel until he
reached channel 17, and he hsard part of the chase. However, duce to a neighbor who is
also a CB opsrator and was on another channel snd was bleeding over on h:lm, h,e vas unable
to read enough of the transmissions to understand what wag going on. °

Aaent Gylfe and mylelf returned to Headquarters (Police) where we were juoc in time to
'get in on the beginning of a steff meeting conducted by Inspector K. K. Zachary and
. Captain Cochran. During this staff meeting additional information was learned pertaining
to this CB incident, and also learned that Lt. J. L. Harrison, who is acting as Coordinator
in the office on the King case, had several Memos that had been called in by citizens
pertaining to this 1nc1dent:. as vell % a lett:er from Lt. R. W, Bradohaw, who was car 160
-om April 5, 1968.

After the staff neeting, a male white came into the cEfice (Homcide) nnd scated that
his name was William Herbert Austé:.nﬁ and that he was the CB operator who was assiscing
It. Bradshaw on April 4, 1968 at ﬂouywood and Jackson. He was asked to wait while I
read. the memos and letters that Lt. Harrison had in regard to the CB incident, and found
thac in the letter written by Lt. Bradshaw on April 6, 1968 he gave the name of Austein
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‘P. 6 SUPPLEMENT # s (Dr. Marcin Luther King Marder) .  -4<13-68

that he had a transisterized Lafayette 525, 23-chamnel radio, with a Hustler antenns

mouynted on the left rear fender of his car. (Note: It is 2 habit of all CBers that have
S-meters on their radios to check thisg constantly while receiving cransmission, as it ie
a habit emong CBers to ask one or another what; reading they are pu:t:ing on the $-meter.)

He was asked if he checked bhis S-meter when he first heard the call for assistance, and
he stated that he did, and that it was registering almost as high as it possibly could,
which 18 a 30, and this iudicated to him that the unit must be very close to him,anywhere
" from 150 ft. to approximately two blocks at the most. He said that after the lest trans-
" mission was made by the unknown mobile, he noted his S-meter again and received a resding

of over 15, and the modulation was. strong and clear, which indicated to him that the unig
was no more than two miles away. . .. )

: Be further related that dur:l.ng :be chase, and observing his S-meter, he was of the opinion
that the wobile chasing the Mustang was in the northeast section of Memphis and that he was
familier with that part of the town, and especially when he atated that he was northbound
on Jackeon Ava., a8 very few people, other than those who had lived or live 1n thct area,
as Tost people refer to it (Jackaon Ave.) as being east and west. : ‘

&e stated previously when qunti.oning Auacein as to the poasible identity of the person
responsible for this hoax, he appeared to be hesitant and showed an indication that he

at leas: had a suspicicu as to who this unknown CB operator was. After explaining to

Mc. Austein the seriousnass of the offensa com:l.tted by the unknown CB operator, plus the
fact that this incident wouid give CBers a black eye as far as the general public was

| concerned, he. finally staced that he did have a person in mind that could mx have caussd
this incident, but that he only knew his last name and where he was employed. He reluctantly
. stated chat this person's name was Ferguson, employed by Ben J. Malone Co. @s an appsentice
steamficter, and thac he belonzed to Steamfitter's Local Ro. 614 at 3754 Jackson Ave.,
which is right beside Gregg School, the seme one thathg belonged to. He further stated
that Ferguscn hes a Citizen's Band radio in hie car, the same type as his, and that hig

car is a blue 1966 Foxrd. He had @ reason for being in this general ares at approximﬂtely
the time che transmsaions were made, because he was going to the Steamfitter s Incal 614,
at 3754 Jackson Ave, and was due there by 7:00 p.m. Further, because his { CD antenna

is on a trunk sount on his cax, which would make his signels directional, in other words,
when he tranemits, tie signel will be stronger in one direction than in any other divectiom.
The antenns is mounted in the center of the rear deck on an adapter that fastens into the
front crack of the trunk 1id. This will cause him to throw his strongest signal etraight-
forwaid; his weakest signal will be to either side of the car, and his signal to the rear
9111 be of only moderate ettength.

He further stated that 1if Fergulan had been traveling eastward, or east on Sumxer, and 4
turned left mm or north, his signal would have dropped because of the directional properties
of the antenna. When the man who claimed he was chasing the Mustang stated that he was
turhing left (or north) off Summer Ave., his signal strength did drop to the point that he
had difficulty copying some of his transmissions, The last two or three transmissions

that the man made, his signal strength vemained constant or steady. According to the -
broadcast he was making, which was goiung east out of town and away from him, his eignal
strength should have been weak and dropping quickly, but instead, remained corstant and
strong. . He stated his S-meter indicacted 15 or over, which indicated -that he could not

have beenr more than pouibly two nﬁ.lu from h:lm, and sitting still. _ _

He stated chat afcer he left the Iieut:enant at Hollwoad & Jackson, he proceeded elsl: on
Jackson to the Steamficter's local building at 754 Jackson. When he arrived, he saw

Mr. Ferguson's car parked facing west near the S*eamfitt:er s building., He had alresdy gone
1ns§.de. _ . , ) .

When he a:rivcd, he was queltioned by hie inetructor, M. Bdward Morgan, &s to why he was
lace. He told him in the presence of several other apprentices, Ferguson included, that
he hiad been relayivg information from 2 car that claimed that he was chasing King's murderer,
and that he could not leave the police officer until he lost the mobile unit. signal. He
sedid that at this time Mr. Morgan became very angry at him for attempting to help the
police hai locate Kirg's murderer. . He said Ferguscn was standing very close to him, also
appeared to be very angry at him, as were several other apprentices who had overheard the
conversaticn. Ferguson gaid to him, 'Were you the cne that I heard im that mese on
channel 177" He told Ferguscn that he waa ths ope sttempting to relay the information to
the police. Perguson stated that if he had any sense at all, he would have helped the
white Mustsng escaps. Austein told him that he had to' live with his conscience and that if
he had it to do ever agam, he would be forced to do anyth:mg he could to aid in the men's
capcure. :
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P10 sm # (nr. m;xn mher mng Hn.'der) 4-13-63

_ &ober: E. Pergucon denied thm: he had- ever been arrested befm:a, bur. adms.cned havina
: re-:es.ved t;mfﬁc tickets, and had been involved in one t::nfﬁc accident. but had aot
| received any type of citacion for the past m ynu. .

"He stated that ke belonged to m:lted Asmimdon (UA) Unxon for the pam: ﬁve yeax:e
and that he belonged to local No. 814 Steanfitters' Un:lon in l&euphi.p ﬂe said his -
average salary for fnr:y hourn per week is $136.80. . o

He further stated that he go: intcres:cd i.n nhe citizen‘a Banﬁ :adio zhrough his scep«
father, and bought his fivst unit, which ua & wobile unit, this past Christmas, end :
installed it 4n hie car.right away.. He said that he had not applied for hie CB ucenae,
that he vas uslns his father's call letters, but referring to it as a wobile, which he -
‘gaye is legal. He said that his step-father owns a Courier Royal 23 channel CB radio
end that he usas it on base and mobile, ‘and nho owns & couple of walkie talkies. He '
‘stated thet he does not have the facilities at his home to put his mobile unit on base
and that he uses this radio for a hobby, for emergencies such as when he goes on tupl. :
. 'He stated that he hed had his redic checked, and. that it puts out three and one-half - :
mm. Re deaied having an adﬁ:l.tional unit chm: wonld boost: h:u to:al outpm: of va:tage.

,.'He stated thae; on ‘l’hursday, Apx’s.l a ; 1968, he 1th home nt I 30 a.m., arr:ved at. work -

‘at 7:40 a.n. He worked all. dly, getting off at 4;'15 p.m., leaving Becond & Poplar at

. 4325 pons He went to Ellenburg's parking lot on N.- Second, nexst door to the Goodwiil -
Industries Store, He then walked up to the 100 N. Main Bldg., went to the ‘sixteenth -
. £loor, where he picked up bis wife, who works for Group Insurance of Awerica, They left
there: at 4:50 pP.u., went back to Goodwill Industries, where they picked up a.next-door
‘neighbor, Alice Rast. They then left for home at 5:00 p.m., arriving at home at 5:15 p.m.,
-and remained chere until 6:20 p.m, He stated chat he had to. attend school at the Steam~ -

. fitters' local Mo. 614, on Jackson Ave., and at 6:20 p.u., he left out the door of his .

‘ hcma, and a boy downsl:airs who he thinks 1{ves in Apartment: 5, 80w, him leave. :

He Eurthe: :tatcd r.lmn Hr. J. H. 5!1118, who ovns t:he nparmm: butldins, drove up in
& green pickup truck, and they stood .there talking, when hie wife came out the door

" and said that she had baen looking at TV on channel 5, and that i;hey had juat‘. announceﬂ
that smbody had ahoc Harcin. Luther King, - . ;e )

- He stated: t;hat M. s:llis. hu wzfe, and the bey chuc live- dovnstai:a, d:ucuued thzs :
shooting a few minutes, and he. left going to school, as he had to. be thereat 7:00 p.m.
" He stated that he attends school, generally at Tech H.S., » on Tuesdays and Thuredays of
- each week, but on this particular night it would beé held at the Union Hall. He stated
. after leaving the house he went eagt on Vance to Mnden. cast on Lindcn to Cleveland, .
‘north on Gleveland to Union, east on Union to Unjon Extended, then to Walnut Grove Rd.,
continuing east on Walnut Grove Rd. to Holwes, north on Holmes to Broad, cast on Brosd
to National, north on National to Jackson, east on Jackson to. the Union hall, which is .
--just across the viaduct &t Mational Cemetaiy. When he arrived at the taion hali, he .
:~pul.lté onto the patmng lot and parked his car facing east on Jsckson. He stated that
-this was on the vest side of the Union hall, He then got out of .the car and went to & . .
- friend's car, Phillip Spanola, and saw Johnny Mays and Frank eoaéu who is his instructor.
He stated that they talked about the shooting of Martin Lucher King aid then went into -
the building. He utimt«l the cime of his arrivnl at the. uh:lon hall beween 6:45 md
6350 P.in. . L :

.Robert i’ergnson ﬁn:ehar a:aud l:hlt he mned on h:u CB ndio whcn hc left che houu,
‘and was monitoring chennel Ll. He said that the first time he hurd unyr.hing about a
white Mustang, he wag on Netional Ave: by a fruitstand on Mationsl ave. between Summer
and Jackeon. iHe further stated that all you could heasr on the radio (CB) was about
somebody shooting Mertin Luther King. ‘He denied. knowing on what exact channel he
beard it on, as he was channel-hopping (from one station to ‘anothar). Whea he first
heard sbout the white Mustang when he was on National, sll he heard was/ ¥§/ that he
heard somebody say something about police chasing a Mustang. He seid he could not -

- remember anything said, &s there was 20 mich being seid about the asssssination. (Nota:
1t is common knowledge that when an emergency exists on the CB band, and when a CBer
finde out what channel this emergency exiats on, thelr fira: ina:inr.t ia to. go t:o chas: :

. chnnnel and . r.:and by nnd u.sten._ ‘ . . . . .

“He said that: he wu on Union Ave, at approxim::ely Belvedere when hc ftut hen'd on his .
-CB radio about the shooting of Yartin Ini:har King. L , :

Hie then sesteﬂ, "an, you got me scared £ death. I th:lnk I need & }.awyer. Can 1
‘call my wother ' -He was given the opportunity to call his mother, ae he wes not under
_&rvest, but was unable r.o reach her becauze t;he line Was buoy. ‘ Ho wu asa.tn told that
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