
4/8/68

AIRTEL All

TO: SAC’8 CINCINNATI (157-1893)
LITTLE BOCK (157-1315)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Cincinnati furnished Memphis by mail copy of teletype 
sent to Bureau under caption "Assassination of MASTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., RM," which dealt primarily with Racial Matters in 
Cincinnati area. There is no information in instant teletype 
which has any bearing on the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING 
which is handled by Memphis Division under caption "1RJRKIN." 
This investigation deals only with an effort to locate the 
Murderer of Dr. KING.

The various Racial Matters and diaturbances which are 
outgrowths of the assassination of Dr. KING are of no specific 
interest to Memphis unless they have a bearing on the identity 
of the suspect in instant case.

Little Rook submitted under caption "UNSUB; ASSASSINATION 
ON DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING," 4/4/68, Memphis, Tenn., RM? 00: MB, 
an Airtel which dealt primarily with marches in memory of Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING in Little Rock and Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
The Memphis Office has no specific interest in Racial Matters in 
Little Rock territory unless they have a specific bearing on 
the solution of the murder of Dr. KING.

2 CINCINNATI (AM)

£7- /f/^^^-_^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/8/68

AIRTEL AM

TO: SAC, CHICAGO

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1978) P

MURKIN

There is enclosed for your office one copy of a self- 
explanatory memorandum fro® SA HARLEY E. GYLFE to the SAC, Memhis, 
4—6—68.

For your information, leads have previously been set 
out for the Boston Office to consider VINCENT PAUL DePALMA as a 
suMpct in this case and to attempt to eliminate him.

____You may wish to interview the complainant, Mr. ED 
BUMGARDNER, for information in his possession concerning the 
"Minutemen."

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev.’5-2*2-64)

F B I

Date: 4/8/68
Transmit the following in _____________________________________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel
(Priority)

SACs, Memphis (Enclosures - 15) 
Birmingham (Enclosures - 3)

From: Director, FBI

MURKIN

Enclosed for Memphis will be the following:
three color photographs of green and brown cloth, six 
photographs of beer can bearing Mississippi tax paid 
printing, six photographs of items containing price tags.

Enclosed for Birmingham are three copies of 
a photograph of brown and green cloth.

Sent Via M Per --------------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

INDEXED.



4/9/68

AIRTKL

TO: DIRECTOR, JBI
ATTN: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

WOK: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau is a fingerprint card and set of 
Major case prints obtained by theJackson, Tennessee PD from one 
RICHARD KIRBY RAGAN, born J.n Dyer County, Tennessee, and 
who was arrested 4-7-68 by that Department for carrying a concealed 
weapon*

It is requested that the Bureau search RAGAN’S prints 
against Intents obtained in instant case and attempt to eliminate 
him as a suspect. These prints say be retained or destroyed as 
the Bureau sees fit.

A & D.

3 BUREAU (Enc. 5) 
Q) MEMPHIS

JCH:BN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev 5-22-64)

F B I
Date: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL___________________________________________________
(Priority) ।

Re Savannah tels, 4/8/68.

TO : SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (44-1768)

RE : MURKIN

Enclosed for Memphis is a phoit5graph obtained 
from Mrs. GEORGE B. SHEAROUSE, 2808 /Second Street, 
Thunderbolt, Ga., of TERRY MC REE|Xis wife, MARY ELLEN, 
nee Schofehouse (phonetic); HANK GERCAN (phonetic); and 
Mrs. JOHN DAVENPORT. Mrs. SHEAROUSE requested that 
this photograph be returned to her.

MC REE is individual standing in photograph, 
wearing dark colored shirt and holding paper cup. Mrs. MC REE 
is dark-haired woman sitting, holding cup.

MEMPHIS, exhibit photograph of MC REE to witnesses, 
instant case. Return photograph to Savannah when no longer 
of value.

2y Memphis (Encl. 1)
2- Savannah

TDW:ehr 
(4)

semched^TZ"^^
SERIALIZED..^.........FILED.............Z).

APR n 1968
FBI —MEMPHIS y

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/8/68

Transmit the following in________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL_______ AIR MAIL 
(Priority)

TO: SAC,/MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: s LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) P

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
APRIL 4, 1968, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS

Arkansas

Arkansas

00 MEMPHIS

Re Springfield teletype to Little Rock, 4/5/68

The following investigation was conducted at Marion 
by SA GEORGE B. STEWART:

Mrs. ROTH WALKER /Managarr Westlane Motel, Marion 
advised on 4/5/68, that she recalls that approxi-

mately two or three weeks ago when it was first reported 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was coming to Memphis, Tenn 
a motel guest discussed KING with her. He stated that he 
was from Chicago and was a former police officer in that
city 
that 
that 
him.

He remarked that someone ought to shoot KING and 
after the trouble he had caused last summer in Chicago
if he returned to Chicago, someone would probably shoot

Mrs. WALKER advised that this 
the motel for one night and that from a

man was a guest at 
check of her

registration cards she could not determine his name. She 
stated that he was a retired man approximately 70 years 
old and that the above remarks were made in general conver­
sation and were not construed by her as a threat on the^.
life of KING

/jL - Memphis
2 - Little Rock 

----GBS:lrc----------------
(4)

Approved: __________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent

SEARCH ED..................INDEXED....^^,..

SERIALIZE(ld&^.Hl£D.---*^^^

APR 9 1968
-------------rfffl--------MEMPHIS -f—

M ' Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LR 157-1215

She denied that she had remarked to anyone that, 
"A Chicago police officer told her he had come down here 
to shoot MARTIN LUTHKR KING."

Mrs. VALKIR pointed out that during the height 
of the racial violence in Memphis, a number of people had 
remarked that KING ought to be shot, but that these remarks 
were made in general conversation and could not be contrued 
as threats on KING'S life.

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/9/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -P­

RE: MURKIN

On the evening of the above date Mr. DOUGLASS 
JOHNSON, Route 2, Box 83A, Decatur, Alabama, phone 355-4255, 
who described himself as a Vice-President of a manufacturing 
company, phoned the Memphis Office. He had the call charged 
to his own phone. He advised as follows:

Around 1:30 p.m., 3/30/68, he stopped at a liquor 
store on Old Highway 61 between StedM Missouri and Blythe­
ville, Arkansas. This store is about 10* inside the Missouri 
line. The young man who sold him a bottle of whiskey resembled 
the artist's sketch of the killer of IBM. He had a long 
pointed nose and was using a lot of rough talk in talking 
about Negroes.

LEADS:

ST. L0UI8 DIVISION

AT STEELE, MISSOURI

Will conduct appropriate investigation to identify 
or eliminate the young man as the slayer of Dr. KING.

Ai rt e 1  , .

Tele type .

A. M._____________
2 - St. Louis 

a . m . s. ? ^ra^jfemphis

Spec. D8iM»Mp
(4) j

Reg. Mall_____ ,J

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/9/68

AIRTEL AM

TO: SAC, BIRMINGHAM

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Enclosed for the information of Birmingham are two 
Polaroid copies of artist's conception of UNSUB this case based 
on description furnished by witness RALPH CARPENTER, salesman, 
York Aras Co., Mesphis, Tennessee, 4-9-68.

i 
i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



File—Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 6-17-70)

GPO : (970 OF—400-586

File ** 44-1987-SUB-B______________Dat
Class. Case No. Last Serial

I I Pending [ | Closed _
Date

Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

SERIAL 40 SAME AS SERIAL 39

Employee

RECHARGE Date-------------------------

To _ - _ ■ — From . - — -

Date Charged

Employee

Location

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-2-2-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRMAIL >

F B I

Date: / 4/7/68
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

______ URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: SAC, B

MEMPHIS

(44-1740)

ATW FBI IDENTIFICATION 
DIVISION AND LATENT 
FINGERPRINT SECTION

MURKIN

Reference Birmingham Summary teletype this date* y
Agents conducting investigation in connection with customer'll

in Aeormarine 3/29/68, identified one JOHN WEBSTER DE SHAZO, membei'

of National Rifle Association and avid gun enthusiast# DE SHAZO

advised Agents that Unsub handled three rifles while in Aeromarine

shile shipping for a rifle# DE SUAZO stated that these were 

expensive guns and he was certain po one else would buy these guns 

and he could locate these guns in Aeromarine* XX/XMZM^/X/MZ

At 10:30 P.M., this date Agent# located owner of store and 

accompanied by DE SHAZO, went to Aeromarine and located guns

referred to by DE SHAZO

One Browning Safari

They are identified as follows:

Grade, Caliber 243, bolt action rifle

SN 37OOZ5;

0n| Remington Model 700 Heavy Barrel Varmint 243 > Winchester

Rifle, SN 266009

One Remington Model 788, caliber 30-30 >df^e.ti<EHf^K

SN 020726
' ? APR 9 1968 

FBi

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE WO

A preliminary inspection of these rifile indicate# what appears 

to be full set of latent fingerprints. Owner indicates he has 

serious doubts these weapons have been handled by anyone else since 

handled by Unsub, 3/29/68.

Laten Fingerprint Section is requested to examine these rifles 

and conduct appropriate comparison and search. Sutel results 

Memphis and Birmingham.

Weapons are being hand carried to Identification Division by 

SA RALPH J. BUTLER, this date.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I
Date:

Transmit the following.in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/9/68

AIRTEL. AM

i TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIM

There are enclosed two Polaroid copies of artist's 
। conception In this case as of this date.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/9/68

AIRTEL AM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Submitted herewith for assistance of Bureau is the 
original registration card received from Miss KELLY, Resident 
Manager, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Suspect in instant case did in his own handwriting fill out this 
registration card. It is his writing that appears after the 
word ’’Name,” after the word ’’State,” and after the word ’’City.”

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Assistant Manager, Rebel Motel, 
with whom this guest registered, stated that the numbers appearing 
under car license, the ”Ala” appearing under "State”, and the 
make of car "Mustang” were also written in by the guest. 
Mrs. HAGEMASTER stated the other writing in the lower portion of 
this card is her own. The writing on the reverse side of the card 
is also Mrs. HAGEMASTER's. This card was received by SAC JENSEN 
from Miss KELLY, Resident Mgr., on April 9, 1968.

It is requested that the Document Section compare writing 
on this registration card with handwriting which appears on 
material submitted by the Birmingham Division.

Also submitted herewith for assistance of the Laboratory 
is one tar of Cameo toilet soap Which is the brand used by the 
Rebel Motel. Laboratory is requested to confIra that this is identi­
cal with what appears to be one tar of Cameo soap in photograph 
previously submitted to Memphis reflecting contents of blue tag

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/9/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TOs DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, OTTW ROCfc-(44-1987) (P) ATTN.: Latent
Fingerprint 

MURKIN / Section
CR /

00: ME /

Enclosed herewith are/25 lifts of latent fingerprints 
taken from inside room # 34 of /the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 
Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, on 4/9/68. This room 
was occupied by ERIC S. GALTton the night of 4/3/68.

Bureau is requested to compare enclosed latent 
fingerprints with latents found on evidence previously 
submitted in this case.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Re*. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/8/68

Department, Day Brite Lighting, Incorporated, South Green 
and Day Brite Drive, Tupelo, Mississippi, made available 
the time card of JOHN g. WILLARD jfor the current wolrk 
week. This carcT^feveaTed tha t WILLARD is employed Jin 
department number 332, clock number 193, and that on 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, he checked in at 6:46 A.M. and 
checked out at 3:32 P.M. •

On 4/5/68 nt Tupelo, Mississippi File# Jackson 157-9586

SA JOHN S. CASTLES '
’SA FRANCIS G. HONAN/JSC:bls 4/5/6/^

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agen]

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. An

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
Date 4/8/68

BILLY GLEN. DOWDY, 115 Warren Street, Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, was interviewed at the Day Brite Lighting, 
Incorporated, South Green and Day Brite Drive, Tupelo, 
Mississippi.

Mr. D0WDY advised that he works in the same 
department at /ay Brite’s Lighting, Incorporated, as does 
JOHN WILLARDvand they are in the same car pool together. 
He advised that on April 4, 1968, he and WILLARD punched 
out about the same time and got into WILLARD's 1968 Ford 
pickup Deluxe, yellow and white, and drove to the Union 
Hall located on North Spring Street, Tupelo, Mississippi, 
and attended a meeting of local 1028, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. He said the union 
meeting ended shortly before 5:00 P.M. on April 4, 1968, 
after which time the two of them got into WILLARD’s truck 
and drove to Pontotoc, Mississippi, where WILLARD let him 
out at his home around 5:10 or 5:15 P.M. and WILLARD left 
his home en route to his, WILLARD’s, residence located on 
Highway 6 west of Pontotoc, Mississippi.

On 4/5/68 nt Tupelo, Mississippi Fite# Jackson 157-9586

by.

SA' JOHN S. CASTLES
.SA FRANCIS G. HONAN/JSC :bls . 4/5/68 ^<

Date dictated_______  P'f^ /^

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ; Zv

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mr. WATSON MARLIN^Supervisor, Line 1, Day Brite
. Lighting, Incorporated, South Green Street, Tupelo, ami
I Day Brite Drive, Tupelo, Mississippi, stated that he/nad 
1 occasion to immediately supervise JOHN H. WILLARD Lm Line 1 
I in the Day Brite factory on April 4, 1968. Mt. MARLIN 

stated that he recalls JOHN H. WILLARD being on the line 
during the entire working period which consisted of the 
period of time from 7:00 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. MARLIN 
stated that the only period of absence he could recall 
would have been from 11:45 A.M. until 12:15 P.M. during 
which time WILLARD would have been on his lunch break.

Mr. MARLIN stated that he could not verify the
exact time that WILLARD punched in to work on April 4, 1968, 
nor could he verify the punching out at 3:30 P.M.; however, 
he stated that in WILLARD’s absence the entire assembly line 
would have been closed down and this was not done.

On4/5/68 at Tupelo, Mississippi R|e# Jackson 157-9586

•SA DONALD H. GREENE/bls
Date dictated.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ■agency':
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 4/8/68
Date_____________

nature of the inquiry and the identity of the interviewing
agents, was given a form entitled ’’Your Rights” and after 
reading the form and signing the "Waiver of Rights” section 
of the form, furnished the following information concerning 
his activities. On April 4, 1968, he stated that he arrived 
at his place of employment, the Day Brite Lighting, Incorporated, 
plant located at South Green and Day Brite Drive, Tupelo, 
Mississippi, shortly before 7:00 A.M. He said that he was
at the plant all the day long and punched out several minutes 
after 3:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968. He related after leaving 
the plant he and BILLY GLENN DOWDY went to the Union Hall 
located on North Spring Street, Tupelo, Mississippi, and 
attended a union meeting of local 1028, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. This union meeting lasted 
until shortly before 5:00 P.M., after which time he and 
DOWDY got into his 1968 Ford pickup Deluxe, yellow and white, 
having no license plate, and drove to the home of DOWDY 
located on Warren Street, Pontotoc, Mississippi, where he 
let DOWDY out of the truck and then he proceeded to his 
home located west of Pontotoc, Mississippi, on Highway 6, 
approximately five miles.

WILLARD stated that when he arrived at his home 
around 5:30 P.M. on April 5, 1968, his wife, BARBARA NELL, 
and their son, RANDY JOE, were already at home. He said 
he did not leave his home after arriving home and retired 
for the evening around 8;30 P.M. He stated that prior to 
his evening meal, he started mowing the lawn.

WILLARD stated he did not go to Memphis on April 4, 
1968, and has not been to Memphis in approximately a month, 
at which time he had visited a brother who resides in Southaven, 
Mississippi. WILLARD further stated that he has no knowledge 
of the individual or individuals responsible for the shooting of 

------------- Dr-,-KINGjstatingthat-the-only—info^ation-he-Ji-as-is-wha^

On 4/5/68 nt Tupelo, Mississippi Fi)e# Jackson 157-9586

SA JOHN S. CASTLES -
hy -SA FRANCIS G. HONAN/JSC ;bls__________ Dde dictated;
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It the properly of the FBI end is loan^^^Xir^gency: I

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :  ——■—  K ]

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586 *
2

learned while viewing television.

The following description of WILLARD was obtained 
through interview and observation:

Name; 
Race: 
Sex:

JOHN HUBEART WILLARD
White
Male_______________

Date of Birth: •
Place of Birth:
Height:
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair;

Pontotoc County, Mississippi 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 
Blue
Brown - normally wears 
crew cut but now hair 
growing out

Education: 9th grade, Hurricane School, 
Pontotoc County, Mississippi

Military Service; None
Selective Service Board: Pontotoc County, Pontotoc,

Marital Status: 
Wife:

Mississippi
Married
BARBARA NELL WILLARD, nee
DAY, Route 5, Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, employed 
Credit Bureau, Oxford,

Children:
Mississippi
One, son RANDY JOE WILLARD,

Parents:

4th grade student, Thaxton 
School, Pontotoc County, 
Mississippi
Mr. and Mrs. ENIS D. WILLARD,

Brothers:

Hurricane Community, 
Pontotoc County, Mississippi, 
mailing address Route 1, 
Thaxton, Mississippi 
KENNETH D. WILLARD, 28

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586
3

Dudley Street, 
Southaven, Mississippi, 
employed Mengle Box 
Company, Memphis, 
Tennessee
SHIRLEY QUAY WILLARD,22 
Pontotoc, Mississippi, 
employed Brookwood 
Manufacturing Company, 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 
LINDER WILLARD, 36, 
Route 1, Thaxton, .
Mississippi

Sisters: Mrs. W. K. (BILLY JOYCE) WILLIAM; 
street address unknown, 
Southaven, Mississippi 
Mrs. PETE (JUNE) BLACK, 
street address unknown, 
Southaven, Mississippi
Mrs. KENNETH (FRANCES) FRANKLIN, 
street address unknown, 
Southaven, Mississippi
Mrs. GARDNER (JEAN) BULLINGTON, 
street address unknown, 
Southaven, Mississippi

Admitted arrests: 1958 - offense occurred 
Pontotoc County, Mississippi, 
but arrested in Memphis, 
Tennessee, three years 
probation; 1966 - public 
drunk, Pontotoc, Mississippi; 
several traffic violations

Previous residences: Pontotoc County, Mississippi, 
except a period of residence, 
1958, at 1850 Jefferson
Street, Memphis, Tennessee

Social Security Number; ,
Occupation: Assemblyman, Day Brite 

Lighting, Incorporated, 
Tupelo, Mississippi, five 
years

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586
4

Vehicles: 1968 Ford pickup
Deluxe, yellow and 
white, no license 
plates, owned approximately 
two weeks; white 1968 
model Volkswagen used by 
wife for transportation 
to Oxford

WILLARD voluntarily consented to be photographed 
and photographs obtained.

JOHN WILLARD stated he knows of no other person 
named JOHN WILLARD and he knows of no reason why anyone 
might use his name. He stated he owns a Remington Semi­
Automatic .22 caliber rifle and a very old .410 shotgun.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR <4! CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

subject: murkIN

ZSAQ, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)(P)

date: 4/8/68

Enclosed for the Memphis/Division are 20 copies 
of the following FD-302s:

JOHN HUBEART WIU1ARD, dated 4/5/68.
WATSON MARLIN ^at^ 44^/68.
BILLY GLEN DOWDY/ dat^ 4/5/68.
Mrs. KATHLEEN WEST,/dated 4/5/68.

5010-100-01

/p)- Memphis (44-198 7) (Ends5 80) 
- Jackson (157-9586)

JLP/bls
(4)

SEARCHED.............. INDEXED.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/6/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, WFO (44*703)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00:ME)

Mrs. MARJORIE ULEN, ^1515 Ogden Street, 
N.W., telepfiomTZSr^Wr^*^ SA JEROME E. 
VEIGLE on 4/6/68 that she worked in Congressman
GEORGE RYDER’s office during 1965 - 1966, when the 
Congressman was defeated. Congressman RYDER repre­
sented the Ninth Congressional District of Tennessee.

Mrs. ULEN advise^ that during the period 
she worked in the Congres^rtean’s office she recalls 
that on a regular basis jtney received ’’hate cards" 
frost one J. C. WILLARD^^3454 Chelsea Street, Memphis, 

Tennessee? Hrs. UlEh noted that she redd ttQftT one
WILLARD was named in a local newspaper as being a 
suspect in the assassination of KING.

Sie stated that Congressman RYDER*# office
records
Library at Memphis

are now housed at the Memphis State University

-Bureau 
is

1-WFO
JEV:dan
(6) AIRTEL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WTO 44-703

Thia is furnished for ths information of 
the Bureau and Memphis and for whatever action the 
office of origin nay desire to take.

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1928'7

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

RE: MURKIN 
CR

00: Memphis

(Priority)

4/8/68

Reurtel, 4/8/68, reporting that ROSCOE SMITH.^while 
visiting Bonds Welding Supply Company, Memphis, became unduly 
excited after name of victim had been mentioned.

Check of following records at Birmingham, 4/8/68, 
revealed no prior arrest record and no photograph available:

Recorders Court

Record Clerk, Birmingham Poli ' Department

rson County
am

Identification Bureau, Jef 
Sheriff’s Office, Birmin

Merchants Credit Assoc tion (MCA) records reflect 
a file on gOSCOLXQNKLINSMITH JR^ maintained since 1948, 
after submission of reporVTjy-Nashville Credit Bureau, 9/3/48. 
SMITH, a former resident of Nashville during 1948, was 
confined at Veterans Hospital in Nashville, for several months 
with blood clot in vein.

All in/ormation MCA, Birmingham, since 1948, is high­
ly favorable. His wife, BETTY RUCKER, is member of well known 
Birmingham family. They have two children and are purchasing 
home at 2200 Marian Street, Shinies Crest Estates, near Birminghan.

Memphis

----HAS:jbt 
(4)

Approved: ____ Sent
Special ^nt in Charge

— m2

SEFv

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-1740

SMITH has a 1965 Buick, fgur-door Electra 225, registered with 
Alabama License 1-85182.// Besides representing Vulcan Binder and 
Cover Company, he has also been a sales representative_____  
Ebsco Industries, Birmingham, since 1963. He was born________ ,
at Knoxville, Tennessee, served in Armed Forces from 1942 to 
December, 1945, honorably discharged. All credit payments 
have been prompt. Mo suits and no derogatory information.

In view of above, UAC, no further action, and SMITH 
will not be contacted.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Wfc/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR. FBI
ATTN: CENTRAL RESEARCH DESK ' |

FROM; SAC, SAH AKTOKIO (W-12y2)(P) I

RE: HURKIH |
CK j

GO: Memphis ;

AL KUETEO, Senior Editor Pace Magazine, £33 S. !
Flower St. > Los Angeles. California,. 4/5/b8 . telephonically
contacted SA THOMAS W. CRAWFORD. San Antonio.Office , from 
Chicago- Illinois, where he was on a writing assignment.

Mr. KUETMER for ten years or psore Chief of the
Atlanta ,. Georgia. UPI bureau and thereby well acquainted
with MARTIN LUTEER KWG’3 career 9 advised that s-any of the *
highlights or crises of KING'’# life seemed to coincide with j
critical points in proceedings in the United Nations, or in i
the general area of International tensions where the dark- s
skinned world was in contest with the western or white world '
in which the United States hold© pre-eminence.

Mr- KUHRER cited the fact that at the point when 
President JOHNSON was to eacark for Hawaii with predictable 
raising the USA’s image. KING was murdered and the President- 
detained due to domestic turmoil.

Hr- KUETNER stated, along thee® lines, that when
KEDGAR EVERS, closely allied in KING'S endeavors, was mur- ;
dered: the United States was involved in critical debate in 
the U.N. ©ver issues in Africa, Asia or both, lands

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SA ^-12«

predominantly non white.

The crisis in Birmingham coincided with a serious 
debate in the U.K. between the white and non-white powers4 and 
sc on.

Mr, KULTNER stated that,, in the limited time permitted 
over long-distance telephone, he was unable to develop the above 
suggested thesis. He said he felt that such thesis might have 
some bearing in development of the suspect or suspects in this 
case.

The above is furnished the Bureau and Memphis for 
information,

2
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TOl SERBCTQR* Id
(Mt^tUSi WE ttbofttwy)

mil SAC, mw (157-644)

SSBSCCfl M0RKEW

(OOl NMphil)

APR 1 O19GB

UMM M MJ0B
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BS 157-644

first two digits are nuBbenj 
then a dash;
than one nusber;
then a dash) and 
then a letter.

CAISW viewed a photograph of laundry tape which 
was cm the tee shirt and undershcrts, the color photograph 
made available to Boston, and CA®ffiIl said this tape definitely 
is not his sancing.

FBI laboratory is requested to mid conparlsons 
of the enclosed saeple tapes with those found on the under­
clothing of unsub tn Meaqphis, Tenn.

• 2 •
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VH/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

FROM:

SAC, MOBILE

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (W-17H0)

MURKIN
CR

Re telcall ASAC RALPH J. RAMPTON, Birmingham, to SAC
ALE^ANDER, Mobile Wt/S8, furnishing contents of Cleveland tel 
to Birmingham ancy Memphis same date.

file.
Attached is copy of reftel for completion of Mobile

* formation Memphis and Cleveland, Alabama license
jxhMZ ^ Montgomery County license in Mobile territc^TTMobile 
will cover.

2 Mobile (enc-1)
1 Cleveland (W-565) 
IjMemphis (M-1S78)
2 Birmingham (MU-17H0)

RJR:fc
(6)
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4/9/68

PLAINTEXT

URGENT

TO: BIRMINGHAM

FROM: LOUISVILLE (44-947)

MURKIN

RE NEV YORK TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR APR. NINE INSTANT.

INVESTIGATION HARLAN, KT., RELATIVE TO JOHN H. WILLARD

REVEALS THIS INDIVIDUAL, RESIDENT OF IVY HILL SECTION OF HARLAN, 

A RETIRED M.D. FORMERLY ASSIGNED DANIEL BOONE CLINIC, HARLAN. 

BEARS EXCELLENT REPUTATION AND PRACTICED FOROVER TEN YEARS IN

HARLAN AREA PRIOR TO RETIREMENT. IVY HILL SECTION MOST 

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL AREA OF HARLAN. JOHN H. WILLARD DESCRIBED 

SIXTYFIVE YEARS, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TO FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, 

ONE SEVENTY TO ONE NINETY POUNDS, HEAVY BUILD, RECEDING HAIRLINE, 

GRAY HAIR, MOUSTACHE.

IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, NO FURTHER EFFORT BEING MADE TO IDENTIFY 

JOHN H. WILLARD IN CONNECTION WITH INSTANT CASE.

BUREAU AND MEMPHIS NOTIFIED AIRMAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY.

1- BUREAU (44-38861) (AMSD)
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/8/68
Transmit the following in _____________________________________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel
(Priority)

SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

Director, FBI '

SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka JOHN WILLARD;
MARTIN LUSHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference phone call SAC Jensen to Bureau, 4/6/68.

The numbers impressed on the tax stamps on tops
of both the Q52 and Q53 beer cans were found to be 03 over 
158.

SEARCHED.

Sent Via M Per --------------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/P/W

AXKfK'

' B* ttU^pil X* *11 c*itisfit*l ^Bm fi*i BMNt

MKim. Mam umm, mi «u <m> mc mm momm 
BMUwp
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AIRTEL

TOt DIRECTOR, FBI

mi: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -F-

SUBJECT: MI

Pursuant to Bureau instructions on 4/8/68, the
color photograph of the clothing showing the laundry Barias 
were displayed to Mr. JOSEPH A. YOUHG, Manager, Bonnie Bright 
Laundry, 3800 South Four Mlle Run, Arlington, Va., by SA 
JOHN W. PFAPF, JR. Mr. YOUNG advised that Bonnie Bright Laundry 
uses the theme seal marking tape similar to that shown on 
the clothing, however, his company has never used a marking 
code similar to the one on the clothing. His company haw 
always used a marking code consisting of 4 alphabetic letters, 
a dash and then a number. Mr. WJW advised the R. K. Frank, 
Company, 725 11th Street, N.W., Washington, D. C., telephone 
number 628-2851 la the area distributor from whom they buy their 
seal marking tape. Mr. YOVNG advised he knew of no laundry 
in the Marthem Virginia area using a marking code similar 
to or identical with the code used on the clothing in the 
photograph.

Bureau telephonlcally advised of results of interview 
on 4-8-68.

3 - Bureau

f- Memphis (44-198?) 
- Richmond
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AIRTEL

4/9/58

AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
(ATBh FBI LABORATORY)

FROM: SAC, ALBANY (44-493) (P)

RE: MORRIS 
CR

(OOt Memphis)

Re Albany teletype to Bureau 4/8/68.

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory are three tapes from 
Thermo-Seal Machine, Model #H5I1, Serial Raber 31358, which 
ewe returned to Textile Marking Machine Co., Syracuse, N.Y., 
on 3/15/58, by Superior French Laundry, 1284 W. Grand Ave., 
Oakland, California.

The Laboratory is requested, In accordance with 
Bureau instructions, to compare the enclosed tapes with tapes 
on T-shirt and shorts recovered cm 4/4/68, and to furnish 
results of Memphis.

4-Bureau 
X^Meaphie 
' 2-Albany

(^i&r> ARMED AND DANGEROUS

RSRsad 
(8)
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4/11/68

AIRTKL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, KUSHIS (44-1HT) -P­

RE: MORRIS
CR

OO: ME

Re AM tel to Bureau, ate., 4/1/68,

Referenced teletype Indicated that one ROBERT 
OVER SHERIDAN van arrested by local authorities at Bally 
Springs, Mississippi on 4/8/68 on vagrancy charge.

When interviewed 8HERIDAN advised that he had 
arrived in Millington, Tennessee on Thursday, April 4, 1868, 
and van currently registered at the Rip Van Winkle Motel 
in that city. 8HKRIDAN advised that ho had gone to Holly 
Springs, Mississippi, on 4/7/68 and had registered at the 
Holly Inn Motel because he van unable to sake long die-, 
tance telephone calls ires Tennessee as all the phone 
linos sere tied up*

Investigation at Mesphis indicates SHERIDAN 
registered at Rip Wan Winkle Motel 4/6/68 and was still 
registered on 4/8/68, Registration card at Rip Tan 
Winkle Motel indicates subject driving 1666 Cadillac 
with Illinois License HJ 167. Miscellaneous clothing, 
a Polaroid casern and one 8. 8. Royal 

—had heen-reawved from his roan by the 
being kept in the nanagor's office.

Laredo tire 90©xl5
MMgsr and was

3 - Bureau
1- Cirtcngo < Info)

^*wSnpfcts (UM5#> (I«<®)
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IB 44-1937

Referenced teletype Indicates SHERIDAN photographed 
and fingerprinted and fingerprints sahnitted to Burens,

Bureau is requested to coepare fingerprints of 
SHERIDAN with those previously sateittod in this case,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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AIIum

4/11/68 
PLAINTEXT

TO: oxncm, FBI
Attention: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

F80M: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) CP)

RBJKT: IRMHI
CB

00: MB Be Mm#1« airtel to Bureau, 4/8/68,

A review of the Klan fllM in the Memphis 
Division reveals the following to be * Mot of awes 
of persons who have been reported to be associated 
with the Ku Klux Klan.

The Identification Division is requested to 
conpare fingerprint words on naoes submitted with 
any latests obtained in captioned case.

Mane 
file

Base 
Sex 
DOO 
Only known 1 
IBS *

Naoe 
ME file

. . Knee
■ ■ ■ • Sex

DOB 
JIBS *

" ----------------- S^Bureau

< , . _ - ., KF:PEH / <7 1
—

Reg. Hall,

john david joif 
167-710 ,

BN D8MC SB 1547947
710861

BOBEBT PITTMAN GBNTBT
167-648
White
—i»

BO7162E
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IS 44-1987

Washington RD # 24736

MB file 
Bana

EMMETT HEKDEBSON BSCKEB 
157-642
White

DOB
Only known SX Amy BM 34379892

ME file 
Mace 
Sox 
DOB 
FBI *

DAVID EKBY MD CALEB 
157-638 
White

Mhm MABSBALL PKABCE BAILEY 
White
Male

DOB
Only known SM Any MiMlM

Mane
MB file
Been
Sex
DOB

LEE BAXLEY MAMTXM 
157-866
White
Bale

Maae 
MB file

' Sex 
DOB 
FBI *

JAMES ALBEBT PEDIGO 
157-864
White

Ft. Fillo*. Tennessee

Amv 
MB file 
Mace 
Sex 
DOB

THOMAS E. PATTEBSOM 
157-863 
White 
Male

State Item f 47306

2
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IS 44-1987

Mure 
MB file

UGON MKMM 
157-605 
White

DOB
Only knevn 8# Amy SB 25292988

Mure 
file

Baca 
Sex 
DOB 
Only known SH

BOBKKT 1BLBI BELLY 
157-859
White 
Male

9. S, Amay Bagiaren 
Musing world War XI, 
Marine SB 34426604

Mure
file

Bree

WILLUX EDWABD MOUCBIMS 
157-91 
White 
Male

DOB
Only known SB Marine SB 1295590

MB file 
Muse

DOB
Only known Ml

SABOT DWIGHT BRIDGES 
157-831
White
Male____।

Mary Sit 6880271

Mure
MB file
Bane

E7EBS0B yERRELL AVTMT 
157-826
White

DOB
Only known SB

Zrey Air Corps SB 34476447

Mure 
file 

Base

JOHN BASCOLM MATTI ELD 
157-700
White

Sex
DOB
Only tenei SB ER530618O2

3
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MX 44-1887
Mum rasMOB Dorus kulimbm
IK file 157-701
Mee Mite
Sex Mie
BOB [
Only ken SB irey Boeerre SB £>14742113

Bum jonar w. hubs
MB file 170-204
Mee Mite
See Mie
MrB date UNknown
Only taWM SX Mey 9* 7758760

Mes ubub uon> sum
MB file 157-740
Mee Mite
Bee Mie
DOB
rax # MiwiJtm

Mee tITttV BAVUnttn MAMSYfi

MB file 157-738
Mee Mite
8ex Mie
DOB [
Only known SM Any BtiMRl OWN 88

1G25364O39

Mee BDBBSr MWABD LB MC CAMM
IB file 157-796
Mee Mite
Sex Mie
DOB
Only knee* SB Air roree 8M 14575853

Sue CABL STAMUET GODVIM
M file 157-795
Mee Mite
Mb Mie_____
DOB [
Only known 8M Any SB BA147490O1
MeMy Cenety,
Meoipkis, Team., SOB 33347
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HK 44-1967

8« 
DOB

Hi file 
Bane

IMAM A , ADCOCK 
157-776

Only known 88 Any 88 38 828740

Mm*# 
MS file 
fine# 
Sex 
DOB 
FBI *

JAMB BOBKST SOVAK), A. 
157-772
White
Male

3482798

Mmm* 
MB file 
Knee 
8m 
BOB
Only known SB

WILLIAM GARFIKLD SHU, JB 
157-771
White

Arwy 34733794

MB file 
BOB
MMHr 
Bex
Only known 88

MSB® ADAMS 
157-771

Male
Amy 88 24906537

Mmm* 
MB tile 
lace 
Sex 
DOB

SDWABD IAS B0U8LK7 
157-768
Bate

Only known 88 Arwy 85 14211758

Mmm* 
mb file 
Me*
Sex 
DOB 
Only known 88

amw bqhu, jb. 
157-265
mite
Mele
Met known
Afny SK 8653305195

5
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Ml 444W

8lM®J
Ml ill*

FBI *

SM^ WILLIAM BttO 
157-212
White

mi m«
MM

Um 
8** 
DOB 
MB file 
UU^T KMWA SK

WILMAS J. 8I1MM 
167«J®7 
White

*97 Baram 640261

DAMMU* CMOK 
White

Mum
Ml file
8*c«
Bee 
DOB 
Cely kamm Ml

SHOOT L. BAKBB

White 
Male
Mete SB 1012408

VICTaB KDWABD MMM8

White

HD 6 8666

6
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JAMBS AMOr HAUUHM 
157-725
White

UK file

AW SB 34936 97 9

Steen
MB file

Seat

157-805 
1MU 
Male

MB file
mu

AW SB 34913711

MBWAHD «®8AT fflJQfflSS 
157-76 
White

umy sMn Be 5481597

Sex

Identification *

157-735 
White 
Male

7
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MS 44-1987

MB file 
Be* 
Sex 
DOB 
FBI #

WILLIAM WMOMD MIL1XR 
157-719
White

8
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r'

DIRECTOR, FBI 4/10/88

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

CIVIL RIGHTS

Enclosed for the Bursas are copies of newspaper 
clippings froa dally newspapers at Memphis, Tennessee, 
dated April 5, 1968.

Bttmu (Edc-46)

JCH/acp
<‘k^
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PIKECT® , FBI
Attention: FBI Laboratory

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

4-8-68

. MURKIM

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Memphis and Albany, 
dated 4/8/68.

. F8^^^ h®r«*ith «r® ^xuss^OMlJm... 
bearing Code # 02B-6.

Enclosed sample tapes were obtained from from Thermoseal 
tape machine, Serial dumber 31973# Model II5L1, owned and operated 
by Blum’s Individual Laundry and Dry Cleaning C®., 463 Cotton 
Avenue, MaconA Georgia.

Investigation at Blum’s revealed this establishment does 
not use a code similar te Code ^028-6. Their code consist of 
1- through 99 for lot number, a letter for week and last two 
digits for bundle numbers running -1 through 20. Red tape is 
used by Blum’s for special work. They de not ordinarily place 
a tape on small items such as shorts unless the work only consists 
of two or three items. Blum’s machine has only five characters. 
The tape is cut one and one eighth inch long and there is no 
indication that the machine has malfunctioned in the past causing 
tape to be cut one and one sixteenth inch long.

FBI Laboratory is requested to compare enclosed sample 
tapes with tape from suspect’s shorts previously submitted by 
the Memphis Office.

1Bureau (AMSO) C^^- 
‘4_JtemphijLjln£d)
1 Albany (Info)
2 Atlanta (44-2386)
TLL/tl
(7)
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