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RE: TROY EARLS - b

S

S  Folléwing investigation conductad by & JEnonE e
F NULAN on April 26 1968 at ROQEford Illinois. m“

CATHY SHARP Clerk Rockford Police Depﬂrtment

"’advised records reflected TROY HERMAN EARLS was charged ;‘f'&'

" with.speeding Beptembor 20, 1962 ‘age age 22, white, male,
" with residence 1063 West State, nockrord —'nothing further :

i57'reflected

SRR Hrs._VIOLET NORD Rockford Credit Bureau advised
reaords reflected TROY - EARLS 4240 11th Street, Rockford

'“‘fwas Pplaced- in file July,’ 1959 at age 19. Employed Elco

- "Tool Company since November of 1958: whichnas verified
- March, 1963, W1fn,,n§ny ‘employed Barber-Colman Company, o
and as of uarch 1963 had two childrena_ Credit excellent ;

RPrO
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LAIL stated he did not feel badly about MARTIN
LUTHER KING getting killed, but he was sorry it happened
in Memphis,A Temnessee, and he would have rather sefm
KING killed im some Northerm city. LAIL said he is a
Southermer and his feelinmgs are Southern.

LAIL stated that he is of course interested
in the reward money and he could certainly use it.
However, he said he really does mot kmnow if he would
turn RAY im or mot for the reward momey if he had the
opporftunity. ILAIL stated he was certainm RAY did the
killimg of KING himself and mot imvolved with anyone
else. LAIL stated that he wanted to be honest with the

~FBI and he would have to thimk about this a couple of
days as to whether or mot he would or would not turm
RAY im if he knew his possible or current whereabouts.

LAIL stated he really does not know where RAY
is and he said that RAY had not comtacted him and he
had not seem RAY for over two years,

LAIL continued by saying he was a little
surprised whenm he learmed from the newspaper and tele-
vigsior that RAY had been identified as KING’s killer
because he always figured RAY as being a guy that would
“be too smart to leave amny clues or evidence around so that
the police or the FBI would be able to trace amd/or
identify him. ‘

LAIL examined the photographs of RAY and said
ire would mnever recogmize him with the tuxedo amd bow tie
outfit om amd further he said he mewver saw RAY with his
hair lomg as it is eithker. However, he said the guy withk

- -the bow tie and tuxedo om is RAY.
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On April 11, 1968, the following establishments
which operate towing vessels were contacted in an effort
to identify possible employment of suspect during the
past twelve months, with negative results:

PATRICK R. MEYERS, Assistant Manager,
Meyers Towing Company, Choctaw Point

GEORGE W.RATCLIFF, Owner, Belle Fontaine
Towing Company, Choctaw Point

JOSEPH A. DUNCAN, Manager, Beardslee Launch
and Barge Service, Foot of Dauphin Street

GUY H. FRIDAY, Superintendant, Gulf Marine
Division of Ideal Cement Company, State
Docks

SAMUEL R. MCDONALD, McDonald Towing
Service, Foot of Canal Street

GEORGE H. ODOM,Owner, Mobile Launch Serv1ce,
Foot cof Dauphln Street

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent HARRY J. DEGNAN:

On April 9, 1968, ERNEST BURGESS, License
and Certification Section, Marine Inspection Division,
U, S. Coast Guard, advised he maintains records of all
persons applying through that office for seaman's papers
and had no record of an ERIC STARVO GALT.

ROBERT JORDAN, Business Agent, Seafarers
International Union, when contacted by Sp601al Agent
DEGNAN on April 9, 1968, and DEWEY CANNON, National
Maritime Union, when contacted by Special Agent FRANK
A. GILMAN on Aprll 10, 1968, advised that they could not
identify suspect as hav1ng been registered with these
offices or having tried to sail on any merchant ships
through these offices.
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The following investigation was comicted
in the Mobile, Alabama area on April 11, 1968, by
Special Agent B. TIM MC COY:

The following Marine Towing Companies and
riverboat companies were contacted regarding knowledge
of ERIC STARVO GALT, JOHN WILLARD or HARVEY LOWMYER,
and could furnish no positive information:

Mobile Towing Company, Blakeley Island,
Mr.GEORGE E. HARDY.

Novay & Cherry Barge Service; Incorporated,
403 Bayou, Sara Avenue, Saraland, Alabama,
Mr. CARL CHERRY.

Radcliff Material, Warren Street, Mr.JAMES
HANSON. ‘

Oswell Towing Company, Telegraph Road,
BETTY VAN BRARCOM.

Caustic Towing Company, Telegraph Road,
Mr. ARTHUR L. THOMAS.

Parker Towing Company, Foot of Dauphin
Street, JOE DUNCAN.

River Transit Company, 355 McMillan Avenue,
R. L. ROYSTER.

Self Towing Company, 353 South Water Street,
Mr.JOHN HANSON.

Simm's Brothers Towing Company, 118 North
Royal Street, OSCAR SIMMS.

Warrior & Gulf Navigation Company, Chickasaw,
Alabama, J. G. GRIFFITH.

Waterways Towing & Offshore Services, Incor-
porated, Foot of Dauphin Street, CLARENCE
ROOT .
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TP1s7-3381

" Mrs. KING contacted 4/26/68 advised she PP
L met aun!.u any sheets and wpon being shewn 1.0, R
lt:r m !AIL ll'! .um tnn pexln unkma to ‘

 her. o '
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