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UBBd in September, 1952, at Lake Village, Arkansas, and 
had lived with him far one year, separating from his in 
September, 1953. She said that in December, 1953, she gave 
birth to a daughter who is now 14 years of age. She stated 
that following separation, she has heard that her ex-husband 
had been in prison and she Stated that as a natter of fact 
he had been arrested by the flagstaff Sheriff's Office and 
sent to the Arizona State Penitentiary, Florence, Arizona, 
for non-support in connection with their child. She said 
this is the last she had seen of this, but that she under­
stood that he had later returned to Arkansas and had Obtained 
a divorce.

hrs. WILSON advised that she and DAVID WILSON
were serried in January or February, 1965, and that that 
sunnier they went to Idaho. She stated that while they were 
in Idaho "JIMMIE" HARRELL cane to flagstaff, Arizona, and 
was out to the house of her sister, TILLIE HERNANDES, lock­
ing for her, RM YUSD. She stated that HARRELL was not 
given any infomat ion a# to her whereabouts, however, at 
that tine.

Mrs. WILSON advised that KAMKIA was about 40 
years of age, 5' 9-10” tall, 150 to 160 pounds, snail boned, 
bmwn hair and brown eyes. She said that he was born in 
Mississippi, but that he was brought up in Lake Village, 
Arkansas. She stated that HARRELL's parents resided in 
Lake Village, Arkansas, and that she believed his father's 
first nun was EMMETT. She further stated that HARRELL 
has a narried sister, FANNIE (last name unknown), at McGee, 
Arkansas.

Mrs. WILSON advised that HARRELL had had various
relatives in flagstaff, Arizona, principally an aunt and 
uncle, but she believed that they probably no longer reside 
in flagstaff. She said also in flagstaff he had had a cousin, 
PAUL HARRELL, who had narried a Mexican girl named MOLLY.

Mrs. WILSON stated that she had no resent infor­
mation concerning HARRELL. She recalled, however, that 
on the night her husband had taken her to flagstaff, Friday,
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April 12, 1968, her husband DAVID WILSON had picked up some 
of the children at the show and then had gone by the Snack 
Shack in Flagstaff to see if RONNIE HERNANDEZ, the 17-year- 
old son of her sister TILLIS HERNANDEZ, wanted a ride hone. 
She said that RONNIE declined the ride and later Mentioned 
that sone guy or guys in the Snack Shack had questioned his 
after SAVS had left concerning the identity ef DAVE, appar­
ently eliciting the information that he was married to her, 
EDNA WILSON. RONNIE was also asked where DAVS WILSON had 
obtained the car he was driving, which Mrs. WILSON said was 
a rental vehicle, and that RONNIE told the inquirer that 
he had paid cash for it. Mrs, WILSON stated that HARRELL 
used to go to the Snack Shack and that it might Just be 
possible that he could have been there and questioned BONNIE 
or overheard someone else questioning RONNIE.

Mm. IIU9K advised that she had never heard her 
husband nay anything indicating he had any knowledge of 
the Marder of MASTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KI 46-1997 
wimbi

BBSMDIIB state# he kaw wry little at
read trip with V1UW. Sa IwcrM WHMI m »#«• nd 
pnmibly a* aM»li*« It nil WUMI McaM tint his 
daily was at flagstaff, Aristae* Ba nil he recalls# a#
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O.,._^W

S FATRICIA HERNANDEZ, 2 Woodland Circle* Flagstaff,
, Arizona* advised thatshe is the daughter of TIIX,IE HERNANDEZ 

who Ls the sister^ln-law of DAVID L. WILSC^r. She said she 
haskhown WILSON since his marriage to her aunt* EDNA, in 
IDAS* She bald that during this tlne the WILSDNs have been 
irregular but frequent visitors to her home and seeo^d to have 

< ..A greet deal of persenalproblems* ' She said she is fondof

_ __ ehildrep, tait knows very little' about bls personal -.
life prior. to jil#Y«iar^^ l

;-';#ti DAVIDWILSON, he hasnever brought a personal friend or 1 -
' acquaintance to her home other than local people with whom - -.

she was already acquainted. She advised that sho can recall . - 
no acquaintance with anyone associated with WILSON who speak#

- with A Southem accmxt. She sald she has never heard ^ie none
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■ 'f<\,;' ' - JOE HERNANDEZ, i,W^#wl% Flagstaff, : : 
' ' dMMMi advised he has known MVlh L. MIJ^ fco: apprtxal^ ■ ■ l 

VfWt years, host sf"Mi<p#i^/ai the husband of his ^fh**'' 
siste^ EDKA, Jkiring this period his aasdciatian with WILSON -

' - ha# been «ibr. as/a host # numerous weekend Visits,. \ He ‘ is . ‘7
/aware that W&J^ Ms spent ccmslderable time in prison* but 
WILSON did nbt ever go into dttailwaeeming these expert maces.

. . He does not consider hlmself in any way close to VILSON, alth& gh , 
he does like him and feels sorzy for Mm for the difficulty he 
seems to have with his personal lifa. He can aid wrf. little / ■ 

' .' to the statement given by his wife aS his own relationship with .
; WXLSONhas been far more limited^ ? ; ; v ' . - ■

- dm Fridayr April If ^ l^* he returned from work / j ■
' ‘late ' at: night. He was awake at the time WILSON arrivedat. Ms . < ;' 

home from fhoenix, but spcke to Mm only brief ly bafere 1 <

. foz^sar friends crasBOciateshaveever visited his heme during 
the period of Mo acquaintance with WILSON. He is unacquainte 
with the name of (3AB©CE GLARE and has never met anyone by

' 'that Mane* WILSON was alone dmn he arrived at Ms home dm 
: < Friday night* - . : ; , ■

0< SMtwiay, April 20,1968, when W1&S0N returned in the 
caapany of a policeman. ■ He observed WI1£ON’a behavior at 1 
that time and described It aa ^very imuaxual.# HUDSON kept to . 
himself and tried aldt# Be did not discuss the details of the 
afternocm, nor hls conversation with the FBI ar the policeman.

SEARCHED ■ INDEXED
SFRIAI17FD 2? RIED /^

MAY 1 3 1968 
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4/22/68 Flagstaff, Arizona 
O  at . .File#.

by.
SA C. RICHARD WARNER, JR./pd . 4/25/68

_Date dictated—______________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the, property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distribute*! outside your agency. .
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physician as her reason. He said he had given EDNA some 
money with which to purchase bus tickets for her and the 
children in order for them to Join him in Phoenix later in 
the week. WILSON drank some coffee then again departed 
the HERNANDEZ home shortly after 2:00 a.m. At the time, 
he said he was planning to return to Phoenix. She learned 
the next day from EDNA that he had not returned to Phoenix 
but had returned, Instead, to the CASADOS house where he
spent ±he remainder of the night with her.

On Saturday, 
her home with EEWA and
their arrival 
appointment.

she had

April 20, 1968, WILSON returned to 
the children to visit. Shortly after 
to leave to keep a beauty shop

She later learned from her brother, ALBERT
CASADOS, that shortly after her departure he (CASADOS) 
accompanied WILSON with all the children to a nearby Dairy 
Queen for ice cream. According to her brother, when they 
returned, they spotted the car of the interviewing agent 
in the HERNANDEZ driveway. According to her brother, upon
sighting the car WILSON stated "That's a cop car, I 
got to get out of here." According to her brother, 
drove around the block and waited a while until the 
disappeared, then returned. WILSON returned to the 
house and let off ALBERT CASADOS and all children.

have 
they 
JBI car 
HERNANDES 
fie then

re-entered his car and disappeared for several hours. He 
re-appeared in the late afternoon and was Joined shortly 
thereafter by a policeman whose car he entered and with whom 
he drove away. She recognised the policeman but does not 
know his name.

Mrs. HERNANDEZ advised that her sister's marriage 
to WILSON has been a strain on both she and her husband 
and the entire family at large. She said WILSON is generally 
pleasant and friendly but drinks heavily, frequently lapses 
into despondency, and has difficulty holding a Job. She 
said that, on the occasions when he is out of work, the 
family is forced to support EDNA and the children. She said 
that since EDNA's marriage to him, he has abandoned her 
twice. She said that shortly after their marriage EDNA
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left Arizona with WILSON and travelled through various 
Eastern states in search of work. She said that after several 
months absence, EDNA telephoned from Jamestown, Tennessee, 
in a state of near hysteria, saying she was destitute and 
WILSON had abandoned her. She said the family chipped in 
and sent EDNA bus fare back to Flagstaff. She said that 
upon her arrival, EDNA discovered she was pregnant and just 
before the birth of ilwir first child, WILSON re-appeared 
without notice. She/EDwA and WILSON reconciled and again 
took off for Idaho and Utah where he worked at several mining 
jobs. She said they returned to Arizona and WILSON again 
found work as a miner in Superior, Arizona.

Mrs. HERNANDEZ advised that, during the late spring
of 1967, WILSON again disappeared in search of work, leaving 
EDNA behind. She said that at this time EDNA was again 
pregnant with twins born in November, 1967. She said WILSON 
stayed away through the summer of 1967 and the only contact 
from him that she recalls was while he was in jail in a 
small town in Missouri. She said she recalls that he was 
working as a truck driver at the time. She said she does 
net know any of the details of this confinement but was 
certain it was not in connection with a felony.

Mrs. HERNANDEZ advised that upon his return from
the FBI interview on Saturday, WILSON behaved peculiarly. 
She said he was withdrawn, uncommunicative and wept off and 
on. She said he made a telephone call to his sister, 
DOROTHY MEYER, in Saline, Michigan. She said she does not 
know the results of this phone call but received a phone 
call herself from MEYER on Sunday night, advising that she 
had sent WILSON some money in order for him to bring the 
family to Michigan where they could stay with her.

Mrs. HERNANDJSZ advised that she was not awake when
WILSON returned from his second FBI interview early Sunday 
morning. She said she saw him later in the morning as he 
and EDNA spent the rest of the night with her family. She 
said that WILSON and EDNA and the children left Flagstaff 
from her home before noon on Sunday, bound for Phoenix.
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She said that after their departure, a man named HARVEY WALD
who identified himself as WILSON’s employer, arrived at 
house by prearrangement with WILSON in order to pick up 
WILSON’s rental car. She said WALD was visibly annoyed 
not having been told that WILSON was returning the car 
himself.

the

at

ltrs. HERNANDEZ advised that earlier today she had
a telephone call from her sister, EDNA, who said she and 
WILSON had vacated their residence at 2129 West Lincoln, 
Phoenix, and that BILSON had lost his job at the body shop 
and had spoken of mysterious threatening phone calls at 
work. She said EDNA told her that WILSON had received some 
money from his sister and was planning to disappear as he 
felt that he and the family were in danger. She said EDNA, 
WILSON and the children will be returning to Flagstaff via 
bus this evening. She said she has absolutely no idea where 
WILSON is or of what he is afraid.
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get the money. Kb Mid that he is still negotiating with 
the government concerning the money he was supposed to get 
through these postal seney eiders* Me stated that as a 
result he resained in Jail ter three or four weeks until 
the nosey due Bin sane Iron the trucking company and when 
it arrived, he was able to pay his fine and secure his re* 
lease free Jail*

HUM stated that when he got out of Jail, which 
he said wag certainly a county Jail, he went into a bar, 

* name unrecalled, about four blocks iron the Jail, W said 
he wont in this bar to use the telephone and that While in 
the bar he was approached by BO who recognised Mh Mying 
"you’re IIU^ aren’t you?" WI1AMV stated that he replied 
that he was and that he knew he had seen MT Before sone­
place, and MT told hin that they had "done tine* together. 
Me said that he told BAY that he was broke and the latter 
gave hin $80 with which he got a note! roes that night * 
in sone notel with the word "Bhady" in the none, and bn 
the newt day bought a ticket to return to Blagstaff by bus. 
wagon stated thia was the last tine he saw BAY and when 
<uestiMed as to when he had seen MAY previous to that, 
he could not specify an occasion or a place but stated that 
he knew he had seen hin before.

YUBON stated that he had served a tern in the 
Florida State Prison at Belford, Florida, in 1958. IM Mid 
that this was for escape, his having been previously held 
locally for theft of Mil and Bobbery. While being held 
on these latter charges he had escaped and was then sentenced 
to the State Prison. In 1981 ho received a Federal sentence 
for Mail theft and was imprisoned at Texarkana, Texas, and 
later at MlUMm, Florida. 9IUM stated he never had 
served tine in the Missouri State Penitentiary but that he 
had been at the Federal prison, Springfield, Missouri, while 
being transferred during the serving of his Federal torn. 
Be Mid he was there only briefly, that he was not there 
for any psychiatric treatment or tho like and that he Was 
there merely pending transfer.
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The following photographs, all of which had iden­
tifying data covered, were shewn to DAWID L. WILSON:

RICHARD JAY LEU, Federal Prison Center (FPC), 
Florence, Arizona, No. 9966-F

JAMES EDGAR GRANNIGER, Maricopa County 
Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) No. 82267

JACK CUZICK, MCSO No. 102408

JERRY EDWIN JOHNSON, FPC No. 9763-F

JOHN LEANDER ARMSTRONG, Phoenix Police 
Department (PXPD) No. 283542

D. ALLISON, PXPD No. 381374

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department Of 
Corrections No. 00416

WALTER T. RIFE, Kansas City Sheriff's 
Office No. 29636

Prom the foregoing, WILSON selected the photograph 
of RAY and the photograph Of RIPE as being photographs of 
RAY. He said that the photograph Of RAY indicated the face 
to be too broad and that the photograph of RIFE was the best 
likeness of RAY.

WILSON was also shewn a combination pictograph 
of two men in overcoats, identified as JAMES EARL RAY on 
the left and WALTER T. RIFE on the right, and indicated 
to have been taken March 28, 1955. WILSON stated that the 
individual in the picture on the right (namely RIFE) was 
RAY. He referred to the person on the left side of the 
photograph (namely RAY) as having two lean a face for RAY.

WILSON advised that RAY was probably younger than 
himself and he stated that he was 36 years of age. He said 
RAY would be 5* 6-7” tall, 160 pounds. He also stated that 
RAY continually changed his hair style and when asked about 
scars or marks, he said that RAY had a scar someplace in
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the forehead area. He picked up the above-described photo* 
graph of WALTER T. RIFE and examined it for a scar but said 
he could not observe any.

WILSON denied that he had made any recent trip 
to Memphis, Tennessee, from Phoenix, Arizona, and he stated 
that his employment records would bear this out. He stated 
that the last time he was on an airplane was sometime prior 
to November, 1967, at which time he had been visiting his 
sister in Michigan and he flew from Michigan to Florida. 
He stated he has not been on an airplane since then.

WILSON denied that he had any information concern­
ing the murder of MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., Or of a plot 
on the part of ex-cons to assassinate KING. He denied that 
he told Lieutenant JACKSON of the Flagstaff Police Depart­
ment that he had such knowledge or that RAY had been the 
original triggerman but had backed out the day before and 
the others involved in the plot pinned it on RAY because 
RAY was already a wanted person. Ha further denied that 
he told Lieutenant JACKSON that the real killer was still 
in Atlanta and that RAY was presently hiding in any speci­
fic place in Mexico. WILSON stated that the Only thing 
he said to Lieutenant JACKSON to that effect was that if 
he, WILSON, were RAY, he would be in Mexico.

WILSON stated that prior to his contact by the 
FBI in Flagstaff earlier cm April 20, 1968, he had been 
completely unaware of any publicity by way of newspaper 
or radio implicating RAY in connection with the murder of
MAHTIN Li KING, JR. He stated that he had not read1151112
the paper on Friday

IIUBM listened to a tape recording of a male 
voice saying in substance that DAVID WILSON, the husband 
of a Mexican girl from Flagstaff, was an ex*convict and 
an associate of RAY, also known as Galt, and that WILSON 
had made a trip to Memphis, Tennessee, via Nashville, Ten* 
nessee, a day or two prior to the killing of XING, at which 
time RAY allegedly was also in Memphis. During the running
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of this tape, WILSOM stated on several occasions "That's 
dirty." After listening to the tape, WILSOH stated that 
he did not know the person on the tape who was giving the 
inf ©nation partly in a telephone call. When asked if he 
had any idea as to the identity of the caller, he replied 
merely that he did not know who it was. He repeatedly gave 
this answer. Ho was asked whether the caller was CLARKHCR 
CLARK and he stated it was not. Also, he denied that he 
had told Lieutenant JACK80H of the Flagstaff Police Depart­
ment that the caller was another ex-convict from Kansas 
City. He insisted that the caller was not CLARK while he 
agreed that CLARK was the only person outside of his family 
that he could think of who knew he was in Flagstaf f at the 
time.

WILSOK related that on Friday, April 19, 1968, 
he had worked at the Continental Body Whop in Phoenix until 
approximately 5:30 p.m. and, of course, was in the presence

. , a Mexican fellow named FXLXX and 
a young helper named MIKS. He said that after work he took 
a bus to 24th Street where he rented a ear fron the Rite

rm
Rate Rent-A-Car. He said he guessed this was possibly about 
6:30 p.m. when he rented the car. He said he did not yet 
have his check cashed and the man let him take the car without 
putting amp money down, but he then went to Keaton's Market 
On West Van Buren and cashed his cheek. Following that he 
shopped briefly at Keaton *s and also at FryOb Market • Hext 
he went to pay his rent at an address that he could not 
recall. He explained that he had telephoned the Green Realty 
and had been told to go to a certain individual's house 
to pay the rent, which was $26. He said he did this but 
ho cannot recall where the house was.

WIL80H advised that after he paid the rent he went 
to McGee's, a bar en West Van Buren, at about 19th Avenue. 
Be said that at McGoo's he had only one beer and was not 
there sore than ten Minutes. Upon leaving, he set CLARKMCK 
CLARK, who asked hin for a ride downtown. He said he had 
seen CLARK previously in Florida and they had done tine 
together in the Florida State Prison at Raiford, Florida. 
He said he believed CLABX was in prison for safes. He de­
scribed CLARK as a man in his 40s, 5' 1-2", 138 - 140 pounds
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little and thin build, gray hair. Ke advised that he took 
CLARK with hi* and they vent back te the Rite Rate Rent-A- 
Car where he paid the man ter the rental of the vehicle. 
After that he vent ha« and picked up his clothes and drove 
to Flagstaff, Arizona, with CLARK accompanying him. Ho 
said that CLARK was going to go on to Denver, Colorado, 
after he dropped CLARK off on the street at the college 
in Flagstaff• He said he thought this was about > p.a., 
and he then Wont on te the house of his sister-in-law, TILLIS 
HEREAMDEZ. He stated that he recalled watching television 
at the mmiBK residence but that he could not recall 
for how long. He said he also drank coffee at TILLIE’s 
and he would guess it was about 1 a.n. when he went te bod. 
He said there wore no visiters who cane to the house while 
he was there.

WIL80M stated that the following morning ho took 
the "kids" to get sone lee crean at a Dairy Queen and that 
after ho returned hone, he learned that FBI Agent WARMER 
had been there lacking for hie. He said he dropped the 
kids off and left innedintely, driving around and finally 
drove to Truck City. There ho waited until his wife found 
Out what the FBI wanted bln for. He stated he then contacted 
Lieutenant JACKSOH and arranged to neet hi® and talk with 
the FBI.
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as JIM. He first met RAY in prison, although he does not 
recall which one or at what time. He does know that RAY 
was, at one time, part of a Florida safe-cracking ring. He 
does not know whether CLARK and RAY are acquainted. He would 
describe RAY as an "excellent" safe cracker. He last saw 
RAY during the summer or early fall of 1967. At the time 
he was driving a truck for Willis Shaw Transport Company, 
Elm Springs, Arkansas. He had a brief encounter with RAY 
at a bar in a small town in Missouri. He does not recall 
the name of the town but knows it began with an L. At the 
time of his encounter, he had just been released from the 
local city jail where he had served several days in connection 
with a charge of driving while intoxicated. At the time of 
the encounter, he was almost "broke" after having paid his 
DWI fine. Because of their previous acquaintance, RAY loaned 
him some money with which to travel home. He (WILSON) has 
served prison ter^at Texarkana, Texas; Springfield, Missouri; 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Tallahassee,“FlorIda; Dade City, Florida 
and Raiford, Florida. He has never served time at Atlanta. 
He was not with RAY when RAY broke out of prison in Missouri. 
He does have a recollection of RAY in connection with a prison 
hospital. It seems to him that RAY was regarded as escape 
prone and, because of this, was personally escorted to the 
hospital by the prison warden. He has some recollection of 
RAY attempting to escape from a prison hospital but this 
memory is not clear.

At this point, WILSON was advised of the complete 
nature of his interview and told that the previous night, 
an anonymous telephone caller, with a southern accent, had 
named him as a close associate of JAMES EARL RAY who had 
flown from Phoenix to Memphis, Tennessee, two days prior to 
the MARTIN LUTHER KING assassination. WILSON advised that 
this allegation was impossible as employment records at the 
Continental Body Shop, Phoenix, where he is employed, will 
verify his presence on the Job throughout the critical period. 
He was asked if he had any idea who would attempt to make 
trouble for him by telephoning the authorities with such an 
untrue story. He said he had no idea. WILSON was advised 
that the telephone call had been recorded on tape and asked
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If he would listen to it in an effort to help identify the 
anonymous caller. He agreed to do this and accompanied SA 
WARN!® and Lieutenant JACKSON to the Coconino County Sheriff's 
Office, Flagstaff.

In a private room at the Sheriff's Office the tape
recording of the anonymous telephos call made the previous 
night was played in the presence of SA WARMER, WILSON and 
Lieutenant JACKSON. Within a few seconds of play, WILSON's 
face flushed, his eyes filled with tears and prespiration 
broke out upon his forehead. He shook his head violently, 
stated "That's dirty”, said that the voice was definitely 
not CLARENCE CLARK, then fled from the room. WILSON became 
extremely distraught, unmanageable, and refused to discuss 
the matter further. He wept sporadically and begged to be 
taken home. He was escorted home by Lieutenant JACKSON and 
the interview was terminated.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PI 44-371
XX 44-1MT
CW:r» - 
• 1 *

»• fall**!** iMtUatlM «M ewftictt# by

yiagiUtf, Arlxm $

gacards of th* Flagstaff, UUm Pol lea Bepartaest 
reflected that MTW 1. WIUBOW, 304 Worth Lar#**, Flagstaff , 
as* arrest*# March 30, ISMS, fear Presto and Blwnlwly, and 
a* April 1, IMS, far Distarbiag the Mee. Flagstaff 
Malic* BuartaMt raearda ‘ " ‘ ' - - -ItserM WHOM mi ftlltw*

SM&

Place *f Birth 
fiat* of Mr th 
Haight 
Weight

■sir 
CM*lixUa 
Sears sad MM*

YUU 
Bal*

*’3” 
1W pounds 
Blu* 
Bros* 
Mb

SEARCHED_ _ _ _ _ _ INDEXED.
SERIALIZED ^ men

MAY 1 3 1968 
FBI — ivick..

A ****** at th* Ulgitaff City UmUrUt sad

n««i*1 wlUetiMi

War mi *N*ttl*l Mm** *f 
racer* reiltcU that VIUMK is a alMr toy

cmUImi native of salt far atwore* til** iaTcoeaaiao Coast? 
i* Moeesbar of IBBW by hi* wife, OKI. Wb* til* ala* reflect* 
a* aaKRplaiaa* attaapt to least* hi* at 9 VoodlMUl OmU* 

taft, sad list* a previse* «ulw*r *• Bataa CarbM*, 
" ' ‘ Whs til* *****

that

CWWf Flagstaff, MviMtf that tot* attic* to** * clwM fIX*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PX 44*371 
ME 44-1387
CBW:rs

Caller: "He married a Mexican girl from around 
flagstaff and 1 don't know what her name was for sure. 
I think that X was out there one time to their place - 
it's out in the south part of town - out - "

Officer: "Are you at liberty to tell me who you 
are, sir, or would you rather tell me - ”

Caller: "Mo, I would rather tell the XBI, but 
I would rather not tell period, but - "

Officer: "Well, let's say this * if you could hold 
on - are you in flagstaff right now, sir?"

Caller: "Wo, I'm not right here in flagstaff."

Officer: "Well, I'm not trying to inquire or anything. 
If you could hold the phone a second I'll try to 
reach Mr. PELTON and explain the situation to him - 
could you hold on, sir?"

Caller: "Mo, I'm afraid I couldn't because -
I can call you back in a few minutes."

Officer: "Okay, if you could. I'll have Mr. PELTON - 
why don't we say 30 minutes. Call this office again - 
Mr. PELTON doesn't live far from here. Perhaps 
if you could call back, possibly he will be here 
at this time, okay?"

Caller: "Well, I can call you back - I just happened 
to hear the news on the radio there - At the time 
I didn't know what the deal was or nothing, except 
that - "

Officer: "Do you know this Mr. WILSON's first name?"

Caller: "Oh, yeah, DAVID - DAVID WILSON - I know 
his first name. He's from Dade City, florida.

Officer: "Date?"
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•3*
PX 44-371
MX 44-1987
CRW:rs

Caller: "Dade or Date City, Florida - Yeah - 
I know hie first name. I done time with him in 
Federal, in Texarkana."

Officer: "You say he was also a buddy of this BAY 
and served time with him also?"

Caller: "Yeah, he did serve time. Yeah, they 
served time in Atlanta or in - - where in the 
heck was they - I don’t know for sure, but I 
know they was together. And X do know that he 
did make a statement that he would get even with 
him one way or the other - and I do know that he 
did go to Memphis about that time - the day before- 
or two days before.”

Officer: ’Two days before XING was shot?”

Caller: "Right.”

Officer: "Who said they would get even with who?"

Caller: "With RAY.”

Officer "WILSON said he would get even with RAY?"

Caller: "Yeah - he told me that quite before. He’s - 
I know he hates niggers - I know that and he doesn’t - 
I don't know that the deal was for sure - but some 
kinds trouble they had in the joint - see, and I 
don't know what the deal was - X don't know except - "

Officer: "You say you know for sure WILSON 
bought a ticket out of Phoenix?"

Caller: "He did - he did - he did get a ticket into
Memphis. He did go to Memphis.”

Officer: "This was approximately two days before 
KING was shot?”
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PX 44*371 
ME 44*1987
CRW:rs

Caller: "Hight * right* I know that. And at the 
tine * so I found out later why GALT * or RAY * 
GALT is his name, going under GALT, he was also 
X guess in Memphis at the time * supposedly. 
But I don't know whether he was or not, X mean 
I couldn't say, X mean I just happen to know that 
WILSON was there. And you know * so I thought I'd 
pass it along."

Officer: "Mow when X get Mr. PELTON down here and 
you do call back * what type of infomation * 
you don't have to give this to me now if you don't 
feel at liberty to * but do you know the whereabouts 
of either DAVID WILSON or Mr. RAY at this time?"

Caller: "Well, WILSON’s here in Flagstaff *
right here."

Officer: "You think he's here now?"

Caller: "X hear he is. Ris wife is here."

Officer: "You know his wife's name don't you?"

Caller: "No, her brother - or her sister is 
HERNANDEZ * X think it's her brother or her sister * 
I don't know for sure."

Officer: "Do they live in town proper or do they 
live out rural?"

Caller: "No, they live here somewhere in Flagstaff - 
I mean I've been out to their place - its south 
Flagstaff - but I don't know where it's at. So­
what time do I call back * five minutes - ten minutes."

Officer: "Well, I'll have to call Mr. PELTON."

Caller: "I've got a steak over here getting cold."

Officer: "Okay, well, you go on back to your steak 
and I'll get a hold of Mr. PELTON on the phone."
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PX 44-371 
ME 44-1987 
CRW:rs

Caller: "Okay.”

Officer;

Caller:

Officer

Caller:

Officer 
you. I 
on this

Caller: 
passin’

"You call back in a few minutes.’*

"Okay."

"Say about 30 minutes, okay, sir."

"Okay."

"I’m sure he would be happy to hear 
know that any lead possible they could
since it is nationwide

"Well that’s what 
through and I gotta

12 o’clock tomorrow."

Officer:"0kay, well, I take

It

from 
get

I thought. I was 
be in Salt Lake at

just

it you’re also familiar
with quite a sum of money being offered for reward
on this

Caller:

Officer:

too."

"Mo, I hadn’t heard about that."

dollars reward."

Caller

Officer:

Caller:

Officer

"I know there’s several hundred thousand

"Is that right?"

"Yes."

"Yeah?"

"I’m not

Hew much, do you know?"

about $150,000 or $200,000."
sure -the last I heard it was

Caller: ^Whistles)"Yeah?"

Officer:th"yes. So I’m pretty sure they’re anxious - 
they*re/anxious, of course, because it is national."
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PX 44-371 
MB 44-1987 
CSV:ra

Caller: "Well, I did hear there was some money on 
it - but I didn't know how much,”

Officer: "Well, like X said, sir, that was the 
last figure X heard. It may have gone up more 
than that by now 1 this was a couple of weeks ago. 
If you do call back in about 30 minutes, sir, or 
so, X shall have Mr. Wtt»T0M here to talk with you."

Caller: "Okay - the reason I did know that WILSON
did get a - see X did time with him also - and the 
reason I do know that he did go at that time is 
because I went to Detroit along at the same time - 
I got a sister there. And I met him on the plane 
and that's the reason that I do know that he did go, 
and of course I never did meet GALT - X mean I never 
have - but I have met WILSON, and I do know that he 
did go to - I'm pretty sure that he got the ticket 
to Nashville, Tennessee. I'm pretty sure that he 
did - to Nashville."

Officer: "Do you know just off hand how long it's 
been since Mr. WILSON and Mr. RAY have seen each 
other?"

Caller: "Well, not for sure - he's not been out
too long hisself.”

Officer: "WILSON hasn't?"

Caller: "No - he's not been out of the pen too
long. He just got out of the Federal penitentiary 
net too long ago."

Officer: "Was that Missouri?"

Caller: "No - no - I'm not for sure where he got
discharged from. Whether it was Atlanta or - 
I'm not for sure. No - it might have been 
Springfield - I don't know - Missouri. Maybe - yeah."
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ME 44-1987 
CRW:rs

<i Officer: "How long has it been since you've seen 
Mr. RAY yourself?"

Caller: 
it's been

Officer:

Caller:

Officer*

Caller

Officer

Caller

Officer

Caller:
No 
No

see I

"Oh, since I've saw him it's 
about a year ago now."

"Oh, you were in with him in

"Yes."

"You were there when he took

been about

Missouri?*1

off?"

"No- no - no - no, you mean When he escaped?

"Yes/"

"No - he escaped someplace else."

"He didn't escape out of Missouri?"

"I don't know whether he did or not - no 
done time with him in state before that.

I don't know. I don't even know for sure when
he left. I've not seen him. But I have seen WILSON 
and I seen him, you know I told you, but I don't 
know when RAY left for sure - so - well, my steak's 
getting cold. I'll call you back in a minute."

Officer:

Caller:

Officer

Caller:

Officer:

"Sure enough - you have our number."

"Yeah."

"2523."

"yeah,”

"Thank you, sir."
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HL 44*371 
SlfV|U

at VIUN^ fhf»2Ki^ with asp aaiteaiiflea latest# stall 
tela it tel* am, It la aatteifotet that tei»ltf tte 
tebteatavr ate tee latest Ite»teiM teattea will «#trt 
«« tease effort# #mtl| to Stoeffel#.

Ite latest fiascrRriat teettea 1# terete itetete 
to e«#PM tte ffotettetete at «<»» Mte« IA1IIU, 
OX 0731 Ite A, teth mt aalteatlfite latest# available 
la tela ease.

la tte avast tte teeva fitetoHtt MWMtote 
are aagatiwa* Stotex tex eat wste^ato fortear lave#- 
tltete ngatolM V£MB ar BlllUi, tec.
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1.63$

2

3

Teletype

*, A.M.

A.M.S.D

Spec* De
.-'•■■a.-INEE

Reg. Ma.l

Registered^

ATTOrXOMl ADMXMXBTRATXVX DX7X6X0H 
M, 10008X8 <44«1987> (P)

787.44 
d.Hotel rooa expense ; 68.48

Plane faros 807.80
f • Miscellaneous > ' t.

: ■ &miai « #118.36

FIL

asua

rauK?i i W - CQ«r DATA

Airtel

5/13/W

Ite Bureau teletype to Men|»!ii8, 4/17/88. :

The foliovia* iaforBatioacoBcorua eeat data of '

< ported, 4/4/6#, tteMfl 4/30/6#s .

Regular Orertine.
Bears ■ Hours

Total

C*E*Burean ■
* IMu

Ar SpetfialAgents 60,528 3/4

B. Clerical ■ 
•mIotm* u.nt

i»413} 7®,643

13.26?

St!f!iSM.

332,84# al lea

teaml te cut of erdiaary costs: ’ -

e. photography ;

#6,408.00
2.332.46

Total
0.50

;W-/^-^^ 'W
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Mak ausbetre£Spa*ial Agasts verkiag ba 1 
dariagaasthof April, HI# » . « 3M>7S. .

as additieaal Ssag distaaae telephoae eallB, t«toirpa «tpaaM nd ’ 
pi^egraphy exMMes far tba llsBphia Maisies which .Masa, set' baas .. '

: . Milad is tkakff lea bat wet vlllbe lac laded is the saecaediag 7'

; ’ ; „ . It PhrnM ba. sated that Wper dies sad plats' fares af ' > - 
Xaspeeter MSI A. 8BX&IW sad IllwbO# WKB^^n^

.«MKS Ce Marat of tte MlMt lwH^ AdMaistrat iwe Maisies, .
. hatta aet bees iaeladed is tke ab^re satsalatieMi sipce these figures 

aresaallabla oaly at theBareaa^ ’ 1
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# 44.10*7

/ -'vn'- 4« Peak number of JBpecial Agents vorking cn this ease
■ • <^ya^^^ et April, 19# * » *W« a'. '

? \ ? The abooeeapenbesdo nMinc Indo certainespenses such
\ as additional long distance telophono ealls, teletype expense and

It should W WBted'that th* per dies and plane tares of . 
Inspector JOSEPH 1. BUWEVtf and Illustrators MUCH Bm and . 
GXOHGB C. MQMraD of the Exhibit Section, Administrative Division, 
have not been includedin the aboveralcaiations since those figures
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O/U/OR

AXRTEL

TO: 8AC,^

SAG, MEMPHIS (44*1907) tP-

' initt 1 it’
•V

7~

Be LA t«l t« », i^l^ WilH « li»^ ^ 
«»wrii^ Tfmw«m Hcewe l>*#l4>. ; . ’

7 -7'7- Tonmssoo Li<&nseLP*6143detorni»ed to be a >
1M8 Poatite te Um <^pe» FIM 33737aP337S04 registered 
to DARRKU Y. BAKER, 440S Delaware Avenue, Master!Ue, -

;W ' x ' P <h W# , »^^ /
. 440S Delaware Avenue, Mashville, Tennos8oe, advisod , 

u nmra i^^yjB^

Pontiac Le Mnns, bearing Tennessee License l| W)« ''
1: This vehicle is creai Mlartd with a. black vinyl top. .. ;

a.:BAKER is teeperariljr residingat 740 B. Bobart Blvd., ■ 
Los Angelos, California, Apartneat 3. - He lb attending 
cellege at thePasadona Kasamae College. ■ 7 a- ' 7"

't«;

77.7.'-; BAKER loft Califernia for a short visit t# . C a 
7. A a RMhTilUM 5/I/6S Md l»ft M« car with Jd» frttetf - 
• ' 7'' WBSLCT WHLMAW, see oC the Wasarene preacher at Baker 's a 
J^^teAAdWhiTU First Church ef the Masarwae. BAKER'S . "'.AC 

A^"^«GBBm^ isWEKDEL YELLBAB aadregidesat4414 
ieie^pe:^^^ LwAs^ies,_Crtl^rrtBiA telephone

Spec. Sei. KH/vtp fa^

Reg.

fa- /fafafafa^
S52ARC7A7 . '

8E\ '.

Registered
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NX44-1S87

art M one rtntioned anytUit 
^# WM^#«rtrt#kUHid^ .

car la vlt# $heWL&NAN .tartly W' w brtb licarta ; -
7' plataa ara irtact* » *drl*a< that ii* ha* bea» la ,. .77

Ckllfrtla far arty ana sonthartthat ha hai Mt allart 
■ tty glris ta rte hiscar. ttrtaily rtOMbirt : ;

' dateduring rt atay tt C^lf«rt» l^ t^^rt i» 
' 4rt i^ftlaart«fe rtat<wa*tara. Artnrt'’rtd'’rtlifrt*k.it ^.

la ta* Mdrt#.Wt7WrtO^ Hi aMiM that ha 7'‘M.
'Apart Brtitt rtat JM rtMr'jrtTrt rtj^

* ta• the mrder MW* MKHM.Mm» tW«. ^*'/ statedma.
ttat he rts aot ho* anything about A IMS Chevrolet, “ 
tvo-deor which rtght ;htt:W>^O^<3^'h£7'/f "/al.7,7-

' a77 7'''"7. .A7A - - 77-77.7 7
’A. BMOBh i rtte tth; #4f h rtM <t^ W W - 
!W0#;7''J a7a77-'7 7.7a;777^ ‘

BAfiR Advised that he is leaving Nashville, 
fttMMrtei 5/14/6S to ratrta te I»es Angeles, California, - 
at apprtxlrttely l2:3# »u^ via American Alrlirt Hight 
im*7;7:7A:.',:777t7i7-;‘Ay‘7;r

i-7«rtt-fi ''-ATA 7-777 Ml
,’’7'77.74,; ‘ 7 A

^AWQ^

a V'A; A Will contact VKNDKV art VSSIXT VXLLMAN art deter- 
rtne who *ay have utilised BANKS** art li Ah absence fra* .

g a7a-V AMDS AND DARGKB0U8. .-^a 7:77a7' 7 :: J
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AIIHL

TO:

mt;

5/13/68

#J^^^ (44-1574)

8CBKH
'ill'-

MU tel to MB, 5/8/88, received 1 
concerning Tenneeeee LicenseXP-6143.

8:

Teimeedee License LP»6143detera 
1968 Pontiac l* lfnne Coupe, TIM ' k registered 

; Maahville,' 8V UAIHUM*tt iiB MA*M| -MVQ.miBWllaV <▼ 

Tennessee/ ;"
■ WriaziiM* 4^ 

WMavt^^ advised x

/ xx' ;.?L'fM”'MW ;regi«tei^;;3O<li|U^#«Mr'«t' # 
Pontiac Le Mans, 'bearing ■ Tennessee Licence Lp 8143/ " 
Titis vehicle id areas colored with a black vinyl top, 
BAKBB is tenpararily residing at 740 8^ Hobart Blvd.,
Log Angeles, California, Apartsent 3. Be is attending 
college at the Pasadena Wazarene College. -

> a BAKER lef t Caiifornia f or a: Miori Vis it id . . '
Washvilleon 5/8/88 and lef thlscar vith hlsfriOnd

X WK9LKT *KUJKAM, son of the MaSnrene preacher at Baker’s 
/ ehMrch,TheFirstChurchofthe Masarene. BAKER'S .Airt?l

■y^8#$^^ /to£|i^i^ on
■ A’M’~4i{flPir^^ 
Lis.a^L*?1'^

Reg. Moil VL

Registered a
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IB 44-1987

Vednosday sight, #/#/##, and m onenontloaed say thing 
of uy probln ceneerni^ hiS Tehicle ^ Bh assuawshis . , 
car is with theWIlXMAK family andthatbothlleense ; 
plates are intact. Be adylsed that he had been ^is, ‘ 
Calif erbia fcr only one month and that he has act allowed 
any girls to use bls car. Be has o#ly had one blind - 
date during his stay in California. Be adrised he ; -77 
doeslttwlSsBevhere near Vestern Avenue and: believes it 

' is tvo blocks off Western AvcBUB. Be advlsed. that he . / : 
kaovS nothing about JAMES EARLRAT 'dranything  ■"relating' 
to the Border of Dr. MARTI# LOTHER KUKI, J#. Be stated .

. that he doss not know anythinig about a 198# Chevrolet, 
tvo-door which ni^hit have his llcense on it.

7?77 1 BAKER ls a vhite sale, #’,19 years ofage; 190 /

" ' - BARER advised that he is leaving Mashville,
Tennessee <m 5/14/S8 to return tbLos Angeles, California, 
.t^-^ »:>• P.». «. 4~1«. Alrll- nW

LEADS: 7'<#' ;

LOS AXGKLES DIVISIOM

><14

AT LO6 AMGKLE8, CALIFOMIA ' 
' win cwtictwima *»d mbhay ra&gAw*Bd#ter^ 

■In who nay have utilised BAKER’S ear is bi* absence free 
California. 7. 7 7. / ■ "
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issy8* 
12/B7/H*

k

Teletype,

A.M.S.<Oi 
mtn

Spec* De(||_l

Ree. Mall '^

Registered

^jL'7

i»i
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. ' tom to to• itontoMto to toot#

H ‘

M^MMWMW UZW/Wrt :
. $t*teig»ii<M;*i^ a ■ < - ’ ’
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5/13/68

L

to:
JROM:

SAC, CHICAGO

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1887) (P)

- SOBJBCT:; KURKIN

> "4^^.'^ dated 5/10/68. ■

. ; v 1 Rnclosed for jat&son and Chicago 1* ooe lerox r .
copy of ratal containlag background inforsation, "

' IC RO^RT M. CALK on 5/13/68 detea ned from Mrs. 
KVA WHITraW/Superviaor, Motor Vehicle Division, Title and 
Regiatration Sections, Hashvilla, |m. * t Tennessee Title 
d 10391924 was issued to JOHNirej^^ 597 Lamar Av*., 
Memphis, Tenn., with a lien by Centinentailnvestment Corp. y .

■ • " ^w; JOHN OMENS, Mhdison Ave. Office, Continental <
investment Corp., Memphis, advised SA TMQMAS O. RONAN on 
5/13/68 that the Old RepublicLife Insurance Co. , 307 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill., paid off the Man tinder their 

. policy f 11380 based on the death of JOHNNY R. SMITH on

■ > " Records, 'Credit Bureau Of MempRia^as checked on ■
L S/13/68 by IC JAMES W. ERADY, reflect WOT 1. ^ ^ 
./.L^i^st^-M^b^ y :

. \ ■ y^y: Bureau of Vitai Statistics records reflect SMITH
. a < died and vaa buried at H0rnandO, Miss. Ne reportedly had ay<:y 
jartel'**®*®^^^ ;r '

^W^ chioago 
. M 2 - tewa

. Spec* d®LL—^—
Reg. Mail

Registered^

^/-^
SIL'^

!' SF

. FIL
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ME 44-1987

; CHICAGO DIVISION ; / \ I

- AT <BI(^ ■

■ . Will contact Old Republic Life Insurance Co. , 807 M.
r Michigan Ave., to identify next of kin and set forth lenda for 

them to be interviewed to identify the individuals who pur­
chased Arkansas trailer licenses. Li . :

^■'^ BI7I5W '

' AT HERKAMDO, MISS. . , ? z

Will reytiw records of Bureau of Vital Statistics to 
Innate next of kin of JOTMMY B. SMITH who died 11/27/66 at 
Bernando and set forth leads to identify Individual resembling 
photograph of JAMSS EARL RAY.
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BXRWfhR, RSI (44*38861) 5/13/68
Attas Identification Mvlslon

RAO, AZXdMTA (44-2386)(P)

(OOi 10MPRX8)

Inclosed for the latent Fingerprint Section are 
15 unidentified latent fingerprint lifts devolved 1* 
tbs Rene, Qoergla, Felloe Bepartneat- in their arise scone 
investigations subsequent to the tine of JA1OS RARX> RAT’s 
escape fton prison. ; ■

Xt la requested that any identifiable Intents 
contained on the lifts toe sobered with the available 
fingerprints of JAJO* RAM& RAI, IA $4182,

The lift* should toe returned to tin Atlanta upon 
eonpletion of examination for return to the Rane Polito

2 - Bartan (tot. 15) (RM)

RVtlM 
w
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