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wherehe J5g&afi^.^eopa$t^ J ^e M^W #one to .
<#’Mjf8W<i)f "the Boe^ । agant gestures or lbud j^Qra- 

nt. । tion. He did not have thelflam-
boyance of ,?a Rep. Adam 

< Clayton Powell Jr., or the cool
4ffi)is fame increased, pub­

lie interest in his beliefs led 
him to write books. It was 
while he was autographing 

} one of these books, “Stride 
j Toward Freedom,” in a Har- 
1 lem department store that he 
I was stabbed by a Negro 
> woman.

DR. KING had a way of
. reducing complex issues*to j
i terms that anyone could un- s

derstand. *

j.Thus -jin the summer pf 
1965,. when there Wr™& 
spread discontent among Ne­
groes -about their struggle for 
equality of employment, he 
declared: « .

“What good does it do to

strategic brilliance of Roy 
•Wilkins, head of the National 
Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People.

What Dr. King did have-was 
an instinct for the right mo­
ment to make his moves. 
Some critics looked upon this . 

jis pure , opportunism.. Nevers.- 
theless it was this sense of 
timing that raised himvin 1955* 

■Ttenwupgwly arrived minis1' 
Jer,;?^ with his
first “ church, tp: a ■ figure 8^; 
national prominence.

After many difficulties in a 
Birmingham crusade Dr. King 
wrote: '

“I have almost reached the ! 
he at » 7” V : regrettable conclusion that .

me reX>ns i Klanner, but the white mod-
pLi®nS he *at 1Dn ^ 1 erate who is more devoted to 1

. X* ? »’ jt,*? L®^
X^Sa'r? ^ T"g • which is the absence of ten- i

, rights act that struck down sjon. to a positjve peace
literacy tests, provided fed-1 which is the presence of ms ’ '■
eral registrars to assur^ the tice ” Jus*
ballot - to - unregistered ^e-, ’
groes and marked the growth 
of the Negro as a poetical

1 force in the South««>SM(feifc» 1
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• Counter 
Battles

At an End
OSLO, Norway — Dr. 

Martin Luther King, here 
to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize Dec. 10, 1964, said 
“there will be no lunch 
counter battles any more” 
in the civil rights struggle 
in the United States.

“What is now needed is 
a new dynamism of 
strength, a grand alliance 
of the civil rights move­
ment, the religious, labor; 
and intellectual forces to I 
enforce the kind of political 
action that can ■end de 
facto segregation as re, 
gards housing, schools aqd 
j o b opportunity/* fh e 
American civil rights lead­
er said. '

.“The civil rights move­
ment, or for that: matter | 
the Negro in America, can- J 
-not wield sufficient polit- ! 
fcal'power to bring about 
these new advances to ful- f 
fill the tremendous prom- ; 
ise of the civil rights bill ; 
that-aligned the forces of 
the administration and con­
gress firmly behind dur 
struggle,” King said.

“For these advances,; we i 
will have to enter the po­
litical arena, and this we 
can only do through a ' 
grand alliance of progres- । 
sive endeavor.” ' :
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w
fl-ICcihdemn Violence

8OTV0NVI0LEN.CE is still my 
«»* way of life. I will Continue to

। Condemn riots because they cause 
mcsre, social problems than they

' solve.”
1 .uTThese were the words of Dr.
| jMartin Luther King one year ago, 

alinost to the night, when he ap­
peared in Nashville. Now Dr. King, 
banister, recipient of the Nobel 
Peace prize, symbol of-the struggle 
for justice for Negroes, is dead. 
She- disciple of nonviolence is the 
victim' of violence, slain by, an 
assassin.

•i«to the wake of his death at the 
hands of a gunrhan there is great 
sorrow. There is great shock. 
There was a sudden growing sense 
&f Tension. There were incidents of
yiolence in the city where the deed 
was done, in this city -200 miles . - 
||ay and elsewhere in the nation. - in’ Nashville. 
tw-Hoy tragic that this man, 

'jaffixwrhto all the world as one who

And he also stood-at odds with- 
some of his race who argued that 
his way was too slow; that the way 
for the Negro was through rioting 
and violence. When looting and 
chaos attended his recent march in 
Memphis he admitted it was im­
possible to control all elements. He 
was back in Memphis to march 
again—apparently hoping to show 
that a, peaceful -demonstration 
could be carried out there.

Many citizens could not under­
stand why violence so often ac­
companied this man who talked 
of nonviolence: Some claimed that 
he knew his .demonstrations would 
cause trouble, and that he wanted 
to provoke others to violence.

But today there are many who 
will remember him as the one 
leader who spoke out against riot­
ing and looting as he did last year

“I will continue to condemn i

(Indicate page, name of 
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had- faced physical harm without 
fear, should die by the act of one 
who fired and fled.
~""And how sad that his death - 
Q^jbld, move -anyone to any reac- 
wthat would scar with violence 
the memory of the man who in al- 
mpst every appearance of the last 
two years has urged his people 
against acts of violence. His mur- 
denr-is a crime against justice and 
ihhM be solved. ‘ - -
^There is no ouesti'on. but what 
Jot. King was despised bv some

riots,” Dr. King said.
These were his words. And 

whether others admired him or 
held him in contempt, this was the 
code he professed. It is one the na­
tion needs today.

“Nonviolence is still my way of 
life,” he said. , ~, ' •

Whether others followed him or 
turned away'from him, .these 
words are mqre pertinent for the 
nation now than they^ ever were 
during his life, _ '' ' *

anddisliked J)y others. He was 
hated bv Klan«men and members 
grille'White Citizens Councils. He..^..^.....^ ____ _ soc’e v.+i
jfigg criticized bv those iythe white yA'Te

If Martin Luther Kii^s life and:' 
dea^h mQayah^hiiig T^^ .
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Governor Wires 

Sympathy Note

Gov. Buford Ellington 
sent this telegram to Mrs. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Atlanta following the slay­
ing of her husband:

“I am deeply saddened 
and shocked in this tragic 
hour and my thoughts and 
prayers are with you and. 
your family. Let me as­
sure you that every action 
possible is being taken to 
apprehend the person or 
persons responsible for this 
horrible crime. My office 
is at your disposal for any 
service we May render. 
(Signed) B u f o r d Elling-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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illeNegro Leader^ 
Makes Plea For Unity \ । 

Dr? Dorothy Rrown, the^L voice of. “reason” and “non-, 
Negro woman.'eVer elected-hf violence? is .stilled—cut off in 
the Tennessee Legislature and • owner gunned down 
professor of clinical surgery 3,1 hu“ted' animal from 
at Meharry Medial. <X'. 22? "■J?.’"'-'- **

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE /

today issued this statement en­
titled, “Let Us« Reason lTo-
gather in Our Time of Crisis.”

This is the hour for _all 
reasonable Americans ■ to be 
heard. Silence now is abso­
lutely out of tune with this

Phifesophy that'.Dr. 
Martin Luther King .shouted 
across this land js, so right 
and so expedient.that "the very 
thought of the absence of his 
voice in our midst is ’terrify­
ing. ' ■

‘Hour of Decision’.» " ' 
i We are suddenly, faced with, 
a new hour of decision: Which 

now> • Black, .America L 
' horror of . this W 

TOr-iis l €5 an immediate 
consideration of-the paradoxi­
cal reaction, of, spme in-the 
Negro community, even atjhe. 
emotional height of 'this great 
leaders death;? Such behavior 
Coyld only emanate fr^m im­
maturity, utter lack ’of Re­
spect and lack of insight apd 
experience. For no mature 
and serious- student of ‘ theft 
history 'orW*pass&g' off

NASHVILLE BANNER

NASHHLLE. TENN
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j ^nd f u r t h er alienation of 
'11?etH, would . Americans through hate, 'fe- 

allow .himself even the tran- sentment and retaliation.
sient moment of the insin­
cerity of violence and destruc­
tion, both of which were so

1 foreign to the basic philoso­
phy of Martin Luther King.

I The paradox of villifying the 
memory of this gentle servant • 
of God and the best in men: 
both black and white, even as 
he lies in death, by taking ad­
vantage of the confusion and 
pathos'of this hour with loot-: 
ihg, destroying property and 
injuring innocent and unsus­
pecting people passing by is 
indescribably vicious and 
could not be the work of ma­
ture Nashvillians, but that of 
thoughtless and immature 

-young., citizens of this com­
munity. ■

j Further, the paradox of the 
j destruction of Negro com- 
j munities by those same hot- 
[ headed -Negro youth is unbe- 
i. lievable. Of course these young 

people could, care less about 
■ our community because they 

have nothing to lose. They
s have no -roots in Nashville 
: anyhow.
j In the setting of the current
I crisis, .1 know of only one thing 
that can: be accomplished over­
night and rather immediately 
and thatis the total and utter 
deetiULtiwii of our homes and

, businesses, and the. division

Many times recently I have 
been asked what I think about 
“Black nationalism” and T 
have replied quite thought­
fully . that “Black national­
ism” is a “sickness” from 

■ which the Negro - American 
will recover, if white America 
will help- ns to recover from- 
it. And what is more, since : 

. white Americans have the up­
per hand, they must-see to it 
that without subterfuge, with­
out the necessity for further 
violence and in the true spirit 
of the Constitution of this de­
mocracy, the children of the 
slaves of their foreparents get 
an even break at life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.

Support Needed
There are a lot of Martin 

Luther Kings in this commu- ! 
■ nity who also believe in non- i 

violence and ■ reason, who : 
daily languish under threats' 
of bodily harm and the de­
struction of their homes and i 
the embarrassment of being i 
called “Uncle ..Toms”' and । 
“super Toms”- simply be­
cause they do not go along 1 
with violence. These citizens 
of the Negro community need ; 
to knew and- fo be assured- of J
the fact that they are heard J 

i and understood by the rest of 
j the community.
t This time of crisis could 

still be the finest hour for i
I America’s Negroes and could j 
( serve to enlarge' upon apd i 
, glofify the courageops lifeiofji 
| Martin Luther Kfng "as 
( humbly "take ’the very fife 

and religion^ that;
American forefathers,- Ujift* 
our slave f^f^a^eilt^i ‘^r. 
drive w^ite ArhericahsLto'f®.;!

‘kn^s^

ons of'^^re^ 
where-and'’ 
good se|se/^ 
age, m-athri^ 
spirit 
personal sBilfty of abu'Sq,^WA<™ 
of your owigM’/^'?

In oilr^jif^™ 
all pray ih^fih^ 
living God--wills 
hearts and- ^Mk&W 
black and white -’
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TTUkGrbup \ 
iMarches
To Church
More than 200 students and 

faculty members of Vanderbilt 
University began matching 

'shortly after noon today from 
the Vanderbilt campus toward 
St. Mary’s Catholip Church 

I Fifth Avenue North and dhar- 
| lotte Avenue, where memorial 
I services for Dr. Martin Luther 
King are sched’uled this, after­
noon. i j
The group of students and! 

, faculty members, both Negro" 
and white, filed along West End 

। 4venue, forming a two-block- 
long lint. ' * ’

I' Another march'was scheduled 
। later feday from? St. Mary’s to 
Mavor';_Beverly Briley’s office 
#t the courthouse, following the 

1 memorial services.
| Both Gov. Buford Ellington 
i and Briley today received simi­
lar petitions signed by a group 
of faculty members and stu­
dents of Jhe 'Vanderbilt Uni­

. Diversity Divinity School protest-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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mg' the use of the National 
Guard in North Nashville. • 

> Briley was u'fged by 'the pe­
tition to “ask immediately for 

[the withdrawal of the National 
Guard” and to “assist. Metro­
politan Nashville to recognize 
the deep-seated nature of white ’ 

[racism which pervades our city I 
I and to purge our city of racial | 
[prejudice and strife.”
f In the petition to Ellington 
J the group said: “We, the under- 
[signed, deplore and condemn 
your response to the assassina­
tion of the Rev. Dr, Martin [ 

[Luther King Jrirt**'^,
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' Stokely Urges
Retaliation i

Washington (AP) — Black Power advocate 
Stokely Carmichael urged Negroes today to arm 
themselves with guns and take to the streets in re­
taliation for the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. .

/ Carmichael told a news conference he wants 
I black America to “kill off the real enemy.”

He said there would be executions in the 
streets

“When white America killed Dr. King she 
opened the eyes of every black man in this coun­
try,” Carmichael said.

Carmichael blamed President Lyndon B, John­
son and Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., along 
with the rest of the nation’s white population, for 
the death Of the Nobel Peace Prize winner.

“Bobby Kennedy pulled that trigger as much 
as anyone else,” Carmichael said, charging the 
senator had failed to push for prosecution of slay­
ers of Negro civil rights workers when he was at­
torney general.

The militant Black Power leader declared that 
violence that erupted in city after city across the 
nation after King was sliot in Memphis is “just 
light stuff” when compared with“what will hap-

1 pen.” ■ , , * ■ . U “' - ■ r 
I “We. have to retaliate,” he added. *—u«—*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Search On
For Young 
Rifleman

By WAYNE WHITT, Staff Correspondent

MEMPHIS—Dr. Martin Luther King, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner who made nonviolence his chief weapon 
in the fight for civil rights, was shot to death here 
last night as he stood on a balcony outside his motel 
room.

The 39-year-old Negro leader was felled by a 
sniper’s bullet which struck him in the neck as he 
prepared to leave the Lorraine Motel for dinner.

He was rushed to St. Joseph Hospital and wheeled 
into the emergency room, a white towel around his 
neck and an oxygen mask on his face. He appeared 
to be breathing but died shortly after 7 p.m., despite 
emergency surgery, an hour after he was shot.

Memphis police immediately issued an alarm for 
a “young white male, well dressed,” who reportedly 
ran out of a building across the street and fled in a 
car after dropping a rifle, fitted with a scope.

TWO MEN were picked up several blocks from 
the scene of the shooting, but were later released.

Frank Holloman, Memphis police director, said 
authorities believe the assassin stood in a second- 
floor bathroom at a flophouse on South Main Street, 
about 65 yards away, to shoot King.

In a press conference early today, Holloman said 
the suspect registered at the flophouse about 3:30
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'b6<tfiffij /expected' it wouM 
happen?’ '

The Guardsmen originally 
were sent into Memphis last 
Week when a march, led By 
King—in support of striking 
sanitation workers here — 
erupted in violence which left 
one dead, 63 injured and more 
than 200 person arres.ted.

। KING HAD come back to 
Memphis yesterday morning

; to organize support once again 
i for the 1,300 strikers, .pre- 
| dominantly Negro. He had 

planned to lead another pro­
, test march Monday. Sympa- 
: thizers from other parts of 
; the country had announced 
j they would join, and as many 
i as 10,000 or'-more were ex­
! pected for the demonstration, 
j Memphis labor leaders and 
i aides of King said last night 
i that the march will be staged ’ 
; Monday as planned.' ' 
; King, who had walked in 
. the shadow of,death in his 
! battle-to bring tabbut integra­
> tion of the races, had told a' 
f rally Wednesday night, near 
! the spot where he died: 
| “Like anybody, I would like

to live a long life . . . but I’m 
- not ^ojice^ged^ abpptj^hat.''

“I JUST WANT w God’s 
will_and Jib has allowed me

i to go tip me jnountain ahd I’ve 
Jpoked'bver and Eve, seen the l 

' prothise^ land..'' ^"^s***-^* । 
p''“L may not get-jhere with ■

1 you, but I w^nt yoOl4W I 
tonight that we, as a people; I 
will get to the promised land. 
So I’m happy tonight. I’m not' 
worried about anything.” f < 

. King had also told associates 
the night before that he w.as 
pot concerned over reports of 
possible harm while he was in 
Memphis. - ,

“He said he had reached the 
pinnacle of fulfillment with 
his nonviolent movement, 
and these reports did. not 
bother him,” one aide said.

KING WAS SHOT as he 
leaned over a second^flpor 
railing outside his motel room, 
and talked to aides standing 
below. King had been in his . 
room throughout the day un-’ 

'til shortly before dusk.
Then, he emerged about 6 

p.m. wearing a black suit and. 
white shirt. It was not yet 
dark; He paused, leaned ovfer ’ 
the railing and began talking '1 
with an associate, Jesse Jack­
son, standing below. , :

Jackson introduced King to . 
Ben Branch, a musician who ' 
was to play at a rally -King 
was to address two, hours 
later. Jackson and .Branch ' 
related this conversation with . 
King: ; - 1

Jackson: “Do you know 
Ben?” - ,

King: “Yes, that’s my 
man!”

They said King then asked 1 
if Branch wbuld play -a 
spiritual, “Precious 1 Lord",- 
Take My Hand,” at ttje rally.

Solomon Jones Jr.^^in‘g’^^1 
drivdr, said Kmg'told‘«him. i 
start the car Wa^‘V«&! 
ready to go to‘dm.rt***w
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“I SAHL ‘It’s cold outside, 
rnffig; put ‘ your topcoat 1

on,’’’ Jones said. “And he .
®a^’ ?'’’ 1 WS’\ anr to-render a decision on new 
smiledr Those were his last • • • -
words.” ... /

A shot rang out, striking 
King in the neckand lower 
right part of his face. /

Jackson said the only sound 
King uttered was, “Oh!”

“It (the bullet) knocked him 
down,” Jackson added. “When 
I turned around, I saw police 
coming from everywhere.”

Police moved into the area 
around the Lorraine Motel on 
Mulberry Street. They carried 
shotguns and rifles arid sealed 
off the block, refusing ?to al­
low entry to newsmen and 
others. .

The FBI entered the investi­
gation at the specific request 
of the U.S. attorney general.

KING’S WIFE, Coietta, 
mother of his two children, 

; had been in Atlanta. Atlanta 
Mayor Ivan Allen rushed to 
the King home and drove 
Mrs. King to the airport. She 
was waiting for a flight to 
Memphis when she received 
word shortly after 7 p.m. that 
her husband had died.

King died in St/Joseph Hos­
pital, in the same emergency 
room to which James H. 
Meredith, first Negro enrolled 
in the University of Mississip­
pi, had been taken after he 

i was shot in ambush in June, 
1965, at Hernando, Miss.,r a 
few.imiles south of Memphis. 
Meredith was not seriously 
hurt.

Earlier yesterday there had 
been lengthy discussion in 
federal court before Judge 

, Bailey 'Brown—with King ab- 
! sent—on whether King should 
; be allowed to proceed with 
i the march planned for Mon- 
| day.
i KING’S LAWYERS suggest­
' ed that an injunction against 
the march be lifted, but that 
a compromise place court re­
strictions on participants in 
the march. '
, Brown, who issued the in- - 
jgafitaatpWednesday at the, 
urging1 bf/Men^phiS officials;

the proposal by today.
King had indicated he was

movement'
Aides said-King, felt 

return to Memphis J/considering disobeying the in- ... .. . ? .,
junction against his leading another prptestyAtor^'%# 
any marches for at least 10 prove that his MOn-wOlgiie'^
days. '

King, a silver-tongued orator 
who captured the attention of 
multitudes, won his first major I 
battle in the war on segrega- I 
tion in Montgomery. At that J 
time he organized and led the ! 
famed Montgomery bus boy- ! 
cott, a campaign that led even- I 
tually to integrated seating on < 
city buses in the deep South. ;

It was a victory that ; 
launched King on an integra- ; 
tion campaign that made him ; 
the best known civil rights ; 
leader in the world. i i

A FOLLOWER of the non­
violent techniques preached by i 
Mahatma Gandhi, King lived < 
with the expectation that he • 
might one day be killed by J 
someone who opposed his $ 
views. ' ' _ ;

But he had survived virtual- ; 
ly every civil rights campaign ; 
since the 1956 boycott and led j 
many of them. |

He had suffered many beat-. 1 
ings and blows in his career. J 
And once—in 1958—he was 
stabbed in a Harlem depart- < 
ment store in New York by a 
Negro woman, later adjudged 
insane.

AT THAT TIME, he under­
went a four-hour operation to 
remove a steel letter opener I 
that had been plunged into 5 
his upper left chest, and for a i 
time he was on the critical i 
list. ' : ' ; . '

. King came to Memphis to 
help garbagemen who struck 
Feb. 12 for union recognition, , 
payroll deduction of dues and 
pay increased Mayoj-Goeb’’ 
had declared the strike illegal;/, 
and said repeatedly mat he^ 
would^pot^glve intone strike 
ers. ’ •' '

£
 roach' to the/d^-fSti!' 
lovement was hot tfai v

M >a speeen ^ 
<«fe‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Stricken Widow Heads Horn^'i
.. A^AOTA^Mrs. Martin Luther King Jr. heads for her home in Atlanta i' * 

was killed* Holding an umbrella is Atlanta Mayor Ivan , 
l?tt is unidentified. ■ ' «
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' Fleeing Man Spotted ■
■ MEMPHIS-An unidentified witness, standing, gives-police ; 
^description of a man who fled the scene whefeffi^^^
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>W( 100 feet of 
.when Dr?

Luther King was shot 
to death 1'ast Thursday—and 
The € o tn m e rc i a 1 Appeal 
learned last night the assassin 
inay have sped- away in one 
bearing Arkansas license 
plates, ' ’ '
?'Charles Hurley; an adver­
ting executive, said last night 

। be saw a dirty white Mustang 
1 parked about %Xeet south of 
Inibe* Amusement Company

|24 SC^h-Mairi at 5:23 p.m. 
it day- f 't

iy wife who 
and parked

glanced ^ at t^e. - plates as I 
pulled >^n6ting they, were 
ted ' and- white — Arkansas 
plates." ^

Mr, Hurley said a young
1 white man was sitting in the 

car ‘"at' that . tithe. The' man 
’‘arosghly^matfehed the de- 
f^ption of the suspect.

, ?The man wasdeen leaving in 
■fee car shortly afterS: 01 p.m. 
when Dr. King Was shot. The 
fatal pujlef was believed to 
havb beep-fired -from an up- 
^fairs batWuMMlSh South 
Main.1 ’ '

Another Mugtang was parked 
to the north in front of Jim’s 
Grill at 418 South Main. Wit­
nesses. ^aid -ib left - the area 
about 6;^ p.m. ■

Mr. Hurley said he gave all 
the information he had on the 
dirty MustatJg..to., the FBI. “1 
wanted to help as much as I 
could, without endangering my 
life and that of my family,” he 
said.

Guy Canipe, owner of 
Canipe Amusement Co., Who 
saw a man tjrop a parcel 
(with a rifle in it) in front of 
his store,, said Ke saw the same 
man driveaway, ,,jn a white 
automobile which -'had been 
parked about 20 feet south of 
the store at 424 South Main.

Mr. Canipe said he didn’t pay 
any attention at first to the 
man who dropped the package 
in his doorway because ‘ ‘so 
many drunks come by here 
and drop' things. One of them 
set a TV in the doorway one. 
day and didn’t come back for a 
couple of hours.

“I went to the door and
looked 
back

mit ^rf ca^ the man’s 
as he walked away. I
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JACKSON

SUMMER

Madison

VANCE

range UNE

walnut grove

6:35
WHITE MUSTANG

6:39
WHITE MUSTANG 

BLUE PONTIAC

STAGE

went out and saw a deputy 
come running down the street 
with his gun drawn. I looked 
down and saw the barrel of a 
gun sticking out of a package 
with “Browning” printed on 
the outside. I thought it was a 
shotgun.

“The two boys said the car 
left ‘Like it was going to a 
fire,’ but it didn’t seem to me 
to be in too much of a hurry — 
this street is always like a 
speedway.”

looked 
looked 
spread

down and saw what 
like a dirty green bed 
and a couple of fishing

later, they ran to the door just 
as the white car was leaving, 
with the man who had dropped 
the stuff driving it. I guess the 
boys must have heard some­
thing happening outside.

“I didn’t hear or notice any­
thing for a few seconds, then I

boat seat cushions lying near 
the door (of his-store).

“There were a couple of 
boys in th% store buying some 
used records. A minute or two

4:47
WHITE MUSTANG 

FIRING ON 
BLUE PONTIAC

4:01
OR. KING 

SHOT

Meanwhile, the mystery of a 
high-speed Mustang-Pontiac 
chase by “Car 160” in north­
east Memphis during which 
shots were reportedly ex­
changed deepened.

Fire and Police Director 
Frank C. Holloman declined 
any comment on the chase, 
“or any other facet of the as­
sassination investigation.” The 
chase was described on the po­
lice radio frequency Thursday 
evening a few minutes after 
the shooting.

The Commercial Appeal has 
pressed for clarification since 
Thursday night. It carried a 
copyrighted story yesterday 
detailing the broadcast chase, 
which posed many questions 
about the investigation.
There is a possibility 
that the high-speed chase be­
tween the two automobiles 
never ojxuned^and that the 
broadcast may have been

Route And Times Of Mystery Chase Of Last Thursday
-Staff Map

[RALEIGH

SHERIFF'S 
PATROL

TENN. HWY. 
PATROL
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whit# ma1a-»in a blue Pontiac 
proceeding north at Jackson 
and Stage; at a high rate of 
speed.. ■ ■■

At about 6:44 p.m., Car 160 
was asked, '“Do you have the 
complainant with you there?”

Car 100 apparently ques­
tioned the dispatcher regard­
ing an intersection in the 
search area. (Both sides of the 
conversation on police radios 
are not always audible on 
monitoring equipment). The 
dispatcher said:

“Check, they’ve had that 
blocked up there and they’ve 
seen no Pontiac at all.” "

At 6:47 p.m., the final trans­
mission abruptly ended all 
mention of a white Mustang or 
a . blue Pontiac. The dispatcher 
said: "160 advising the blue 
Pontiac is shooting at the 
white^Mustaag following. The 
white Mustang has a. citizens’ 
band, following the blue Pon­
tiac going on out Austin Peay, 

i the subject is firing at the
white Mustang.”

; Then came the confusing re­
port of shooting: “160 advising 

: that they’re; approaching the 
' Millington Road that goes into 
the naval base.. The Pontiac 
... correction, the blue Ponti­
ac is firing upon the white 
Mustang. The ^hite Mustang 
has a citizens band unit, ;All 
cars • • . correction , . . Sher 
jff’s Department • •. I6®advis- 
iing the white Mustnag is firing 
1 at the blue Pontiac ... th® 
[white Mustang is firing at th® 
iblue Pontiac: They’re ap* 
'proaching Millington Road tha 
gpes to the naval base.” •
-The broadcasts'on the two 

'automobiles ended. „
jEopflifit exists; also ., in notes 

made from poliOe frequency 
No, 2 anfyapadJiroa^sts of 
frequency No. £ The taped

broadcasts, quoted^haa^g^' 
varying number of occupants 
of the Pontiac. But t|)e copied 
broadcasts indicated no knowl­
edge of occupants of the car. ? 
< Frequency No. 1 broadcasts 
stated the Mustang was pur­
suing the Pontiac. Frequency 
No. 2 stated the Pontiac was 
following the Mustang. Both 
frequencies carried the confu­
sion of the reported shooting.

The two frequencies are 
used to better handle the vol­
ume of traffic generated by 
the police activities here. Un? 
der normal conditions, cars op­
erating out of Central Police 
Station use Frequency No. 1 
and those working out of Ar­
mour Center us® No. 2. Cars 
can be ordered to switch from 
one to the other in unusual 
circumstances.

The only statement forth-: 
coming from Mr. Holloman 
yesterday was included in a 
printed memorandum which 
stated: ..........

“The successful investiga­
tion of this case is the overrid­
ing consideration and for that 
reason I have no comment to 
make concerning this case at 
this time,” :

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark 
had no comment yesterday on 
the possibility the reported 
chase was a deliberate at­
tempt to confuse Memphis po­
lice and drawtheryffiaxtam 
the escaping assassin.
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. By JAMES R. REID

' Prfi^SfiUBi^A^^^ WrittrK'.‘

If there were pirate broad­
casts' on the police-radio fre-

Almo, in Parkway Village ; involved in such j> rhaw - 
who had just purchased a then why didn’t the officer 
tape recorder on the day Dr. , report that he knew nothing 
King was shot, last Thurs- about the informa.tion going
day. . ’ ; ’ out? It would appear certain

This reporter heard the all officers-were listening to

MEMPHIS PRESS­
SCIMITAR

’ quency about' Car 160 chas- 
iqg a white Mustang and a . . . „
blue-1966 Pontiac in'north- original broadcast of the their radios after a major
east-Memphis, right after “chase” over his own police murder. -
the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu- radio receiver in East Mem- ‘ At least three other cars 
ther King — there remains- phis and has listened to the were told to pull into the
an equally puzzling mystery: recording l>-taS- Th0, area and attempt to assist
----- -  v.- .. ~. --------^^.oroAoMm. Car 160 on the chase. Those

MEMPHIS, TOT

1 We'Ws the real Car 160 transmissions are the same, 
a# wiy ^didn’t,the.real ojEfi- Greer has a radio capable

.................. ■ - . of picking up police calls and.“^report that he was not on
recorded them on his new

calls.

^sucha'qhase? . ...
j^ttiice decline any com-, recorder. The Press-Scimitar 

I '^W eaiilie alleged chase by now has a copy tape of those 
I ..Car460... . ” v ,

- Members of The Press-Sci- Car 160 is assigned to the
l-mttar staff have listened re- northeast section of Mem- 

peatedly..to a tape recording phis. Many of the calls from I 
1 ^ the police broadcasts dur- the dispatcher to “Car 160” 

mg the time the chase was were broadcast on both fre- 
supposed tp have occurred. quencies which the depart­

: ■ A recording was made by ment uses. ■

cars: 36, 42 and 28. At least 
one, if not more, should have 
been able to hear the officer: 
in Car '160 talking on his ra­
dio.

The following is what was 
heard during the time in - 
question. f

The time relating to the. 
chase began at 6:36 p.m. 
This was the time given on 
the call to car 4 just prior to 
the chase information. . r.

All qi|0tes ^e fron^ the -
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dispatchers-..,
“160 has information from 

: a complainant that a white 
: male is east on Summer 
, from Highland, in a white 
: Mustangs responsible for the 

shooting (of Dr. King).
! “36, 42, 28, pull down.

“East from Highland on 
Summer, e x c e e d i n g the 
speed limit.

“What’s your location 413? 
i , “Any cars in the East 
. encl?

“160 . . . repeat. You are

160?” tiac Is on Jackson at Stage
(During this time, if the . . . high rate of speed . . . 

broadcasts were from a “pi- 100 mph, 6:44 (p.m.)” 
rate” radio transmitter — Heard over the other fre­
Lt. R. W. Bradshaw in the quency Was another dis-
real car 160 had not once patcher talking to car 201 
reported to the dispatcher ' ' ‘ '
that he was not on the chase 
and knew nothing of what 
was happening.)

Time now is 6:40 p.m.

about the gun used in the 
slaying, “Browning with a 
scope on it, 201.”

More quotes from the 
first-frequency dispatcher on

still •firing'' at the 
tang with C.B. ’V?

“Correction^ 
Sheriff’s Dep 
Mustang finng^a 
Pontiac. 6:48 (p.iri,)"1

Thisjswhep' 
, siohsabruptly^.- 
ing the’chased N 
was.^heard of wha

The dispatcher said: ' the chase by 160 again: . 
“North on Mendenhall, at “160, do you have the com-

to “Car 16Q”,~tIie*b 
tiacrpr White * 

' Jo jdpmplicatqt
‘ ther’anoUier;whi 
bearing; Arkam

Jr1

high rate of speed. plainant with you there?
_ “160, any further informa- “Sheriff office advises, it .---o,-.___ -«.,.

being cut out... supposed to tion? , has been there . .. nothing bdenV^epflrte^'?^
’ " .. . «NOrth on Jackson . . . gone through there. 6:45’ hatfing^peeh'1 ‘

J ' yiciiuty^of Da b „
and having spedaw^y 
ly afterWard. " (?•; *

be a blue ... all cars, stand
by. Repeat 160. You are still from where, 160? Toward (p.m.).

। being cut out. Repeat. Raleigh. 6:41 (p.m.)
' “66 Pontiac, north on Men- “Supposed to be wanted
; denhall from Summer. 6:39 for the shooting.
i (p.m.) “160, is that a convertible?
i “150 advises over 75 mph “Unknown 36, at this time.
I on Mendenhall. Three white 6:42 (p.m.) ——_
I males in the gar. Exceeding “Go ahead 160. u "

75 mph, AnyUocation now, “160 advises th^ blue Pon-

“160 advising the blue 
Pontiac is shooting at the 
white Mustang whichbas G. 
B. equipment.

“Out Austin Peay.1
“Approaching Millington, 

rbad that goes into the-Mill- 
ington Naval base, ^^tiac

Business ' 
residents ah „ 
Highway? botj?. 
and id; Siel5)4 

'intervi^vOd-'an 
'recalt%aying,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I speed chase.
: Neither could they recall
! having seen a Memphis po- ’ 

lice car on Austin Peay ( 
Highway or driving through । 
Raleigh. . 1

; Mrs. W. A. Horne, 6912 ,
i Pleasant Ridge Road, said: : 
■ “We were home at the time >
; the report said the chase oc- ;
' curred, but we saw nothing 
. unusual and we didn’t hear

any shots.”
The last transmission re­

i garding the chase by the po- 
*' lice dispatcher Said the two 
J cars were turning off Austin 
I Peay and onto a road lead­
s ihg to the Naval Air Station.

Mrs. Horne’s residence is 
। near the corner of Austin 
' Peay and Pleasant Ridge

Road, where a large sign in­
dicates that Pleasant Ridge 
Road leads to the Naval Air
Station..»
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• The FBI last night revealed 
inadvertently — it, is jsfek 

frig- -Eric Starvo LGdlt, ,k! 37- 
year-old Birmingham,.. man, 
for questioning In’ connection

ilwith the assassination ’of Dr. 
Martin Luther King

f An FBI bulletin was released 
j by mistake in Miami, describ­
! ing Galt as driving a white 
1066 Mustang with'Alabama li­
cense plates. The bulletin was 

! withdrawn about: four, hours

hair, driving a white Mustang, 
lidehW ’ Number 1-38993. His
addreSs .was - hsted as 2608
Highlapd^ which is ..a rooming 
houS'e in south' Birmingham.
Residents 'there said last night 
they had not seen Galt in about

had no polite record. COMMERCIAL APPEAL

___  MEMPHIS

• The. description roughly 
maiches'-that circulated by fed­
eral authorities for Dr. King’s 
killer the night of the murder..

.In AU'ant'k,’ 13-year-otd John, 
ny Nieseq said the .Mustang, 
parked in’a parking lot iw 
public hopsing area near the 
Georgia stale Capitol, had-.cig: 
at^ ashes ’'all over ^- car 
floor, ran^ redtmud on.thrX 
feriOr AMffiveSs .sW 
fA ?;'«!★ ; .»' tfii.nii«i»ni<.ii i

later and the FBI said “nd 
warrant has been issued
\ A; Mustang, answering the
description- on HieFSt bulletin 
and the description ofwitness-
es '.who saw silthg pgr parked 
near the scenes'the slaying ihr 
Meipphis । the night Dr.Kirig 
was^ ghabushed, wasijppouw 
eu by federal officers & Align-

W^iW' saHthere Fi^ two 
1067 Mexican ’tourist stickers

la yesterday. It has been 
yar^Ain -aft Atlanta subdivF 
iipn.Gapilol Homes, since Iasi 
l^ida^ rnornirig, theday after 
|tfr.^Sag^iyrder herb.; ;' 
|- Witnesses have told report 
jars tdr The Commercial-Ap

on the-windshield. The ^"ticlC- 
ers'pjompted-the boy’s moth­
er ,;K|rs, JOhri jL Riley, tp call 
the q, FBI - Wednesday Anight. 
Television .news isograms had 
refdrtedito/thepossibility that

'TMeiiean visa had? been 
granted X a man ’ fitting the 
kilfer’s-des^igfion

Another witness, Mrs. Er­
nest .^lyitt^toia’ the 'officers 
she ’saw* the man' who drove 
the; phr into the "parking lot. 
Her description of the driver 
fitted', (Jail’s description as 
broadcast by' thp inadvertent 
^bulletin

One/^idehi^the Bi&a^ 
fejii^tag^,' tefejW 
ropairtMfc^^ ^trifehWd;

4-12-68

{^al a Mustang which left the 
sBj^g- scene bore-Arkansas 
plates. Both Arkansas and Ala- 
bania’s platek are red and 
white

GafRsdeseriptiohon the FBI 
W^nted'hulletin shows him to 
tfe a .While man, bom July 2.0* 
l^ltiXM^l incites tall, 175 
Ipbunds,' blue eyes and .hrbwn

| | Being Investigated
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w?
jVyotagtrt^ji' 

— s-.T~^lrf,ton.”Helived- 
on/Be grouhd’ floor of-the 
'W^ry’.stuccb building, and,' 
jwa^r.considered /'one of the’ 
noys,'.”. ' ’ ।

Meanwhile, additional light I 
filtered in on one of the dark-1 
er ar?as of the case — the: 
apparently bogus radio trans-1 
missions- that ^ent police cars! 
chasing two speeding, automo­
biles out the Austin Peay High­
way within minutes after the, 
shooting of Dr. King.

•abdut, the ^ilj4’'w the 
man who made the.misleading 
radio' Calls' was in custody. He 
also was asked about the car J 
found in Atlanta. ’ ,

“I can’t make, any 'com­
ment,” said Mr. Bailey, -Within! 
15' minutes Thomas E. Bishop, 
inspector in charge at the FBI, 
called Th?ComaieraalAppeal 
with another series, of “no

Ing ;MW/1m 
his Ioc®ii,^ty™^

“tasked W1^ 
if he ceuld g& Jh^w 
ber, He^tWtadffi 

|that- close-ty^ffl 
|me.’*
I (The ahootirigyren 
broadcast ate.^ 
posedly passed

comments.’'*- A ' . <- • *
. A citizens’ band radio opera-.1 Asked about-, radio’ call de- 
tpr told The Commercial Ap-| 'velopmentrand-the Mustang in 
peal he sat parked next to po < AtM#^ W-'W^tf f# “We 
lice car 160 and relayed mes-j have no CQmment trf make.” 
gages.to Police Lt. R. W. Brad-! Then when questioned further, 
sh'aW-aboiit thh supposedly bill- 
let-punctuated'chase, which ob- 
viously.never happened.

rhe 22^yeaMld part-time

he rspii 4wjp)e w B 
Commercial, Appeal., WeTl-run 

‘the investigation.” ’^'* 
' Asked ^o’gave th^ official 
order to- Withhold comments, . ..., q., com_

At one pdink'^M —^ «<ra 
was reported//fap'pi ’̂^B 
Stage Road, t^.ywtO® 
LieutenantjStad&lHrwio^^ 
a sheriff's^pa^ot/Ca^wi^ 
Stage anddid-®fs^.ilifflp 
Mustang. Thebmadt^^ha^ 

i said he - was -going:
1 100 mileS-an;ii^''tk®#gi 
> proached, ^tag&Lap^^^st^
Peay Highway.

। At one pbint^duf^^ti^ 
transmissionp^he^h^ 
the. broadcaster,whabkin^^

student — who cannot be iden- i W- Bishop: ’Said 
; tified -because of threats ment?/'.
> against him — said.the chase J 
positively did' not take -place, ■ 
though he believed it was hap-1 

! pening when he first heard the | 
radio report on his citizen’s!

i band set,;'arid flagged Lieuten-1 
I ant Bradshaw down , to tell him i 
l what was;happening.' .

He-said be-knew the mes-

> The.yoiithwho relayed the 
message's described the events 
of April 4/ : v

“About ' 6:20-p.m. I was east­
bound on Jackson at Spring­
dale. An unidentified (JB (citi­
zen ■ band) mobile Operator 
Called for a telephone call to 
the police department.

“A * base ’-station in South
| sages wqrerfaked, ‘because the 
i radio signals ’did not “fade” as 
the chase progressed. “They 

; were never .more than two 
; miles, from us,” ‘ he said, 
! though- the route- of the chase ________ -r_________
WW\ have taken them 15! ence>' interrupted their com- 
miles away, : . munication and they were un­

' ' Police here questioned the able to maintain contact. ■ 
yquthivha relayed- the “chase”,r “I arrived, at-JacksAi and 
radio callS'^fpr-five hours h Hollywood, and -saW- ^ police 
Wednesday .night. It was later J car stopped' it the jtedTjght. I 
learned that the man who, motioned-to th? pojicepianto 
broadcast the chase reports' pull into the barking Ipt at the 
may also be in custody and has I intersection^ It wps car 160 — 
been.imerviewecyjy. the FBli Lieutenant Bradshaw.

‘ ^Ufi^a ^ *m*S I -ta.^ ^j &^i*l

Memphis' ap^ered hjs call 
and-waated.to kftow/yhat mes­
sage to giV? the police. At the 
time ship Conditions (interfer-

F

car he was .< 
caster said 
Pontiac. .

O

‘I*® ^^^^H 
readmg on.®y SJfleteijfl 
-meter) indicating/heCWa^il^ 
.ting still.- B«'^^i^K 
two miles frpm'-us (tH^^f^i 
of Jackson and'Ud^ii^^^? 
' “Around.to^^^(i 
unit is limke^JftMwrW 
miles/’,he said/He s’aidbe-had 
cooperate,^ vyitfi
cases, inclmiimLj£rrefe&tW drunk driverMy»Si|
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abaman Sought 
In King's Killing
By RALPH DAWSON
' The Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation ■ reportedly was - 
searching last night for a 36-
year-old Birmingham man, 
identified as Eric Staryo Galt, 
for questioning in tJFjssassi- 
nation; of Dr, Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Ari FBI bulletin, circulated
by mistake on Florida tele- FBI spokesmeri in Washing­
type; and later / withdrawn, ton, Memphis and Atlanta re­
identified Galt and. listed, his fused to comment on the new 
-address 'as^.2608—Highland developments.
।^‘ipiiyp.Birmingham. The owner of a rooming 
j EARLIER, THE Associated house, listed as Galt’s address,

Press a United Press In- told newsmen he did not know 
ternatj^ial had reported-that Galt and was “sure he never

G
. a w e Mustang registered to 

was found. abandoned 
^sterday near a public hous­

ing project in Atlanta. Federal 
agents impounded the car, 
similar to one spotted near 
the scene of King’s slaying 

-last Thursday in Memphis.

lived here.”
However, Percy Strickland, 

who lives at the rooming 
house, said he had ‘‘heard 

, about Eric Starvo Galt all 
week.” '

Strickland said federal 
agents had earlier questioned 
“everybody in the rooming 
house” about Galt. 3

STRICKLAND SAID Galt 
lived on the bottom. floor of 
the two-story structure and 
was considered “one of the 
boys.”

Birmingham police said Galt 
had no criminal record there,5

C'PI also reported that a 
30.06 Remington repeating­
rifle—similar to one believed, 
to have been used by King’s 
killer had been purchased in 
Birmingham several days be­

. fore the slaying. ?
Residents at the Atlanta, 

housing project were quoted 
by the Associated Press as 
saying the car was parked 
there—near the state Capitol 
—early last Friday morning- 
about 12 hours after King was 
slain. ■

At least two residents of the 
project told authorities: they 
saw a.yoimg.imuMitthig the 
description of thaffirfe? g^i 
ting out of the car, / . Ji

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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' iffi^W^ 25 Arid 30 I'Ve^VedTfe .._'dt-h 
or ^ ?Pd 1 chase between v,a*-wl^ 

f’WdghifiMSS to 170 pounds, tang-and a bMe Ppntk 
She saidBhad sandy-colored Rafter /King’s murd 

\^haa^^r Th®- youth,?* who Aliya's hot.'
i?4^' i identified, said he picked up 

signals from an unidentified'* S^uK ^ citizens'band “mobile opera­
Maxican ^jsJ^.te on the I tor>, ^ «caned’fdr a.tele-, 

phone call to the. police de-i
called/tierfBF.Wednesday|, P^me,ltH1

-Wi^^oi^e' called offi- The. y°uth said. he spotted ' 
oers after hearing that “a 1 a P®®0® car, motioned it into 
man fitting the description of I a parking* lot and told the 
tm/sukpected ^assassin had I lnobile operator that , he 
dsiWM'feii® c6nsuiate would relay his.messages./' 
in .Memphis' gr^r to the mur- '
der do.,obtain a visitor’s 
pass.” - c' '

THE YOUTH said the un­
known mobile operator‘ -re­
ported “he <^as Phasing/a>

>hitj Mustang with, the man 
."who had shot ting." The. 
youth quoted th^. orator as' 
saying he could target too 
close td^the Mustang because, , 
“He was shootipg at me.” '

The youth was, quoted as ' 
saying he decided’ the mas­
sages were ,fake as the al­
leged chase progressed be­
cause the radio signals did: 
not dim as they should have 
as the distances between die , 
radios increased/.^ •' ' /■ 
, Police questioned the youth 
for five hours yesterday .but 
refused to- comment Av last” 
night. . * p

Felice have speculated 
Since shortly after, the laying I 
that the killer may have^ 
a trail of false clues to A--

Federal agenfsts warmed 
around the fear most of yes­
terday, snapping’lectures and 
taking fihgerprmts. They later 
had the car'-fakeri-to a federal 
building and'locked, up in At­
lanta, the AP‘reported.

It is only a short walk 
from the housing-project to 
the state Capitol/where a taxi 
service makes puns to 'the in­
ternational airport here. 
' tN.jSEW T(^^.S. Atty. 
Gen. Ramsfey Clark said yes­
terday that'a, progress report 
would be made soon to the 
nation on the hunt for King’s < 
killer.

“We will report on some de- , 
velopments that should be 
made public soon,” Clark told 1 
newsmen. When pressed for a ' 
specific time, Clark said 
“when there are faetg, a re­
port will be made.” ' ’

fuse'his pursuers. *ti - , 
., . Shortly after-dhe 'murder,.
At Memphis, a the pohee said theyjjad ne

" ' | seen a case wi&lmt' ' 
Iso much evidencej’leff"!

. The' assassin,. ' ' 
fingerprints a® 

। im'H^raoai ap 
.taw ’ta’Jie-'

of Luggage -a nd a
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of his long nose,” VdB^Wl erpU Bureau ofjnvestigationc 
A long sharp nose was'the I were reported to be looking in, 

one thing most witnesses-ire-' such widely diverse areas-;^5V 
■ • " • Birmingham, jUa.-,\-Memphi^£ 

Chicago, and Mexico for 'tb^ 
young, long-nosed man. 
lieved to- have shot the^civ^l 
rights leader. ‘ ‘/i

membered about the ybifng 
man who checked into- the 
shabby rooming house about 

i three hours before Dr.5 King
was shot to death on the bal­
cony of a nearby motel.'’ ‘"/J 

i The address and telephone
number given by the manton 

’ his application for,the Mfe^-
can travel permit -' were'"Im- : 

! proper. . , ,, rr
1 The address given for ^r€M- 
I cago street needed eithec.Ja 
< North or a South to make %

complete. The telephone num­
ber given was for Antioch, 
WiS. ’ -won

The age given by the young 
man on his application was 21 
years. , . ' "’;
' "I thought lie might ’ be-4
little younger,” said VeloK"” 

Most of the witnessed-at 
the-rooming house who;W 
the man believed to be' the 
assassin said that he wa^ in 
his late 20s. ■

Veloz said that the man pro­
duced an Illinois voter f^fi-
tration certificate ?s proofwef 
citizenship. No such natiie bs 
the one on the voter certifi- | j ■
cate was contained jn tha'lUj- .
nois files of registered voters. - The investigation |p 

____ spread to , Mexico bl
Mexican .consul at^Me 
Rolando Veloz Canal

In Birmingham, at the r^-- 
guest of the F.B.I., airline ^ 
agents - shuffled through pas- 
senger lists at Jbeltaand 
Southern Airline«”< fpr last. 
week, checking severirnWi^

F.B.I. agents in Bifming^' 
ham were also reported 
checking the records-, of' 
shops. >_ ,

Within minutes after nl^ 
King’s slaying, the Memphis^ 
police had confiscate^. the - 
Remington 30.06-caliber-riflft? 
that the assassm 'dAppeiM^ 
side the rooming house froift' 
which he fired the fatal shot?
The rifle was new. ' i 

, A new weapon can .almost 
always be traced .TrjiJ^H^
manufacturer to the'reM® 
by its serial number..^ ^

Copies of a sketdlJ-S^ 
from ' the descriptw^s^urn^ 
ished to the poIice-afMemphis; 
.were distributed .toAetsW 
the United States-iie^^bpiE^ 
Ar anil incirta

ported to th# police lira 
young man resemblh

..lice sketch, which^he,.
«< Memphis ftwtotl

•ste<“
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RSIs To Clear In Birmingham
^'.- By JAMES KILLPATRICK ’ I

Staff Writer. -......... ... ............ ।

. BIRMINGHAM, April 12. — The mention of the name Eric 
Starvb- Galt in, Birmingham Friday invariably evoked a cold 
stare and the quick response that the “FBI has already been 
here.” • j .
. . Federal agents have conducted so intensive an investiga­
tion for the past several days, one high-ranking police officer 
said, that agents - he normally sees three or four times a day

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

“haven’t been around at all.”
The center of the investiga­

tion apparently .i§ Eric Galt. 
Yet no warrant has been is- 
jsmi Kite' ots! and there 

that 
Galt is "wanted for ” anything 

’ adterffian routine questioning. 
The FBI in.Miami issued -1 
MM>^'#h<W for unex­
plained reasons — a “locate 
and notify” bulletin on Galt 
Thursday.

Eric Galt’s name first came 
to the surface Thursday night 
when a white Mustang, regM 
tered to Galt and resCmblh^ 
one that reportedly Sped frOiti 
near the scene of the assassi­
nation of Dr. Martin Luther 

Jr. in Memphis, Was 
found ( parked in an Atlanta 
apartment complex.

The man who established an 
Identity over the past eight or 
hinemonths here left few clues 
behind. A check of birth, mar­
riage and. death records i$ 
Birmingham shows no mention 
of him. Neither do police 
records ^

The only public record of his 
existence here concerns his ac­
quisition Of. a driver’s license 
and.a state car license hist fall 
—for(a 1^66 Mustang.: -

Meanwhile, residents of a 
Memphis- rooming house from 
which Dr. .King was shot eight 
days’, ago .said Friday, federal 
agents, .had shown* thefn court 
posi^drawings -of -the white 
man. bought in the assassin^ 
tibnb" - - ~ , '-L
rpHg^harh'o.Ste^^^ said*f3

PAGE /

Ahe FBI'gpEessfidJhe investi­
gation in Memphis, Atlanta, 
Miami and Washington, as 
well as Birmingham, ,

In - Memphis, Charles R. 
Church of 1676 Central, who 
monitored . a citizen band 
broadcast relayed over the po­
lice frequency April 4, Said, “It 
had to be a hoax.”

I
 He said the signal indicated 

the transmission was coming 
from a stationary location. “It 
shoiuld have been varying and 
getting weaker if either car 
was moving. When you run in 
or out of buildings, the signal 
strength va^iasi—* • .

Mr. Church, a private guard 
firm employe, said he normal­
ly monitors CB channel 17, the 
band over which the base was 
broadcast and relayed to po­
lice Lt? Ri W. Bradshaw in car 
160.

The Commercial Appeal 
Thursday: located and inter­
viewed the man who parked 
next to Lieutenant Bradshaw 
and relayed the chase. He, too, 
said he thought it was a hoax 
because He received a steady 
signal on his signal reading 
meter..: - . ■ . .'.' ‘ >
"Police and ” FBF 'haw de­

clined tecomment^ - *"* ^ | i
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from a parking lot near the 
Georgia State Capitol. , I

The Rev. Ike Powell said Jie 
notified police after receiving 
k CaU-fcofea Mernbep of his , 
congregation^-^t’s funny how! 
you. almost don’t want to call i 
jin on sbniething like.this,” he j 
Fd' .

I The name of Eric Galt was 
traced through a check of the 
Alabama license plate with the i 

i State Department of Public
Safety. Records indicate he ap­
plied first for a driver’s license i 
last Sept. 5. After taking tile 
test Sept. 6, Galt was issued a ’ 
temporary receipt and his per- ( 
manent license was mailed j 
Sept. 29. ;

• His application descrinta i 
'.was “white male, born ’ 

175 pounds, 5-11, blue eyes, 
' brown hair, unemployed mer- ( 
s chant seaman, address 2068 j 
; South H i g h 1 a n d, Birming- s 
‘ ham.’’ . ' ■

Sources close to The Com- j 
umercial Appeal checked armed 
§ services and maritime unions 
and found no record of Eric 

'(Galt, They did find that federal S 
f agents had checked every I 
; source apparently w i t h o u t 
| finding any trace of Galt. J 
! On Oct. 2,1967, an Alabama I 
state auto tag was issued to 1 
Gait. And on March 1,1968, the 
Driver’s License Division of; 
the Department of Public Safe- I 
ty mailed a duplicate drivers’ ; 
license to the Brimingham ad- i 
dress. - - (

Residentsof the /Atlanta 
apartmeflrtbfflpffex, where the 
Mustang was found, said a 
neatiy-dressed man drove up; 
got out of the car and walked 
away.

The Birmingham address i 
given for Galt is a large, two- 
story yellow stucco house in, 
what was once an elite neigh-: 
borhood. The manager Peter 
Nicholas Cheipes, who accom-1 
panied Eric Galt when he took ’ 
his driver’s test last Septem­
ber, Friday said only “I have 
nothing to say.”

“My conscience is clean but 
the FBI told me not to say 
anything.” '

The bulk of the Birmingham 
investigation of stores selling 
firearms seems to have cen­
tered around the Aeromarine 
Supply C^AliUge steel build­
ing next to theTsirmingham 
Municipal Airport. '

The firm sells Remington, 
and Browning arms and a tele­
phone book ' advertisement ; 
says it maintains “over 6(W 
arms in stock.” • ;
, The man from whom Galt 
bought the Mustang last Aug.' 
30, William D. Paisley, could 
hot be reached for comment 
Friday. But a reliable source 
confirmed that a man using 
the name Eric Galt paid 
Mr. Paisley $2,000 in cash fpr 
the car, after meeting.*him at a 
downtown bank. ’ ' ’ ; 1

Mr. Paisley’s home is about 
two and alquarter riiles-ftoni 
theroomijjgiauserfii Binning-/ 
ham’sSouth Highland; ~
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veStigative sgeney-^W^W
I.W^alon, can e^^sItJte-fiioi^Whffl 
|f ’ - Beyond any' question ,'- the. kiMini/of Cf.-'K^ 
Lplungedythe nation, into the^greatest. internal citei 
If jn itshi§tory; its horrifying aftermath guerriUa wB 
|; fare tatties ih^he streets rof its mafqrcitiesA  ̂
F criminate;'assault^ updh-Its?institWns;^^

e^hOrting for it—or planning, pulU^#-rihgs?M^ 
WjSCenes"—to bring it. amt by Whatever emeM 
circumstance. Hardly.canit be a mere coincidfS 

■ that it broke almost instantly* in eity-aftercity.ga®
ingkmscaleasfirebrand'sv.added.fuel. , fe

V t The United States is not blind^ Jt is not dumW 
। fit K not sb impervious to reason thatit will grasp, al? 
। ^explanatory straws dished wp M#Wf»®M

the facts with which—for survival’s sake—it Msf 
p comd to grips. ; - - '; ;
i( 'Somebody/ by ^somebody’s ^motive, ftjWM 
। King. In the chaos ..that followed' sb swi^ylwl 
n Q+rAf ClirTfTAcrliirAlvr +Ua <ma^«m JL..U. * —* vV®hthe motive shows. J a-
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Looks Like Eric Cait]ft

in istered as John Willard at a 
MBffiphis lmd over the na- rooming house at 420 S. Main 
tion continued seeking infor­
mation cm Eric Starvo Galt, 

I his former landlord in Bir­
mingham said a drawing of 

। the man sought in the Mar­
itin Luther King slaying 
sfookedr like Galt.
J ..“It’s him,’’. Peter Cherpes, 
the 72-year-old Birmingham 
agidtorts told v Associated, 
.Press, when shown a draw- 
png made from a description 
of the man sought in the 
April 4 Memphis slaying.
1 (merpes Huis the boarding 
house where Galt lived for 
;six weeks last fall.
; It was then that Galt ac- 
.quiredthe white Mustang 
-later impounded by the FBI

Is there a real Eric Starvo 
Galt? The FBI was asked 

.. - - - — the question but declined
J in Atlanta, and similar to comment. Neither would the 
.one seen leaving the slaying FBI say why Galt was want­
; scene just after Dr. King ed, though the Florida alert 
;was shot. . had sought only to spot the
I Dr. King was killed'by a man, not arrest him. No , 
'super firing from a rooming warrant had teen issued, 
.house in Memphis. ' The man known as Eric 
; Witnesses described ; the Galt had said he was em-
»suspectedjissassin, who reg- ployed at a Mississippi sliip-

as about six feet and'sandy­
haired and "a clean, neat
man.” ■

No trace of Willard has 
apparently been found.

An FBI alert for Galt in a 
white Mustang was issued in
Florida last Thursday, but 
was later canceled. Howev­
er, the FBI has continued a 
search for Galt’s where-, £ t -— the keys to his safety deposit
a°outs or clues to his past. .box at the Birmingham

After. Cherpes disclosed Trust National Bank, Galt’S 
what his boarder said of his mail was sent to the Bir-
work and background. Asso­
ciated Press inquiries turned 
up blanks. '

yard, but there was norigc-l 
ord of him. He claimed to' 
hold a Louisiana driver’s li­
cense six years ago, but no 
record was found in the files.

There are mysteries within 
the mystery: Galt left the 
Birmingham boarding house i 
last Oct. 7, saying he had a 
ship job in Mobile, Ala,, but i 
in December, he turned in

mingham address March 1, 
nearly seven months after 
he left,, and it apparently 
vanished. The Birmingham 
post office indicated no for­
warding address was left for 
Galt.

“The papers said he went 
down March 1 to ask for a 
duplicate license andheput

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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$te4teaa,address jWhich Was 
itraig. He wasn’t here.” 
said Cherpes, who recalls 
Galt as “nice and friendly, 

. quiet.” '
Cherpes described Galt as 

-about 6 feet, 165-175 pounds 
with blue eyes and light 
brown hair, a neat, taciturn 
man. "If somebody talked to 
him, he Would talk," the 

[ landlord recalled.
Little else is known bf the 

। figure, described as having a 
! southern drawl and a point­

ed, ski-shaped nose — the 
; terne , general description as

King’s assassin.
Cherpes, who said the FBI 

asked him not , to say any- 
1 thing. aibout' Galt, said “I 
, know his name. He came 

here, that man, Aug. .26, 
1967, and left Oct. 7.”

{ Cherpes described Galt as 
' ®4JiattJi’ dresser who al-

ways- pttlif ^s 'jti^i^^ Hl
time. ' ■ ’ 1 w<

Cherpes;, told'Cnited ^re^s 
International * G a’l t*' ‘’was 
above the average roomerin 
dress, talk and appearance. 
He always wore sporty 
clothes ,and a tie. He was 
always pleasant and I never 
knew of him drinking.

“He didn’t say much about 
his family affairs, only that 
he was divorced. He only 
talked about the weather, 
never about politics or racial 
problems.” ‘

Galt had a room at the 
boarding house from Aug. 26 
to Oct. 7,1967, Cherpes said. 
The rent was $22.50 a week. 
“He registered here that he 
came from Pascagoula, 
Miss.” The boarder said he 
worked at Ingalls in ship­
building jobs, Cherpes said.

fief 
go

and'h ..
stay> ^O 
months, ’5 thej 
The-,' bearded 
uittffgWttli’ 
of-hi^^ealsSi 
house-arid st 
mqsf.qf the flip

ing cash. H^ 
er’s license.

,fHe< asked ^e. 10 
drive him dowrf 
test;” Oi^rpe^said

On theiicenSe 
Galt listed this" 
“merchant seams 
ployed.”-1 Maritini 
have no recordofhisri 
nor was he draWteg?- 
ploymenfpay fromthB 

‘ About a week »later
landlord recalled, G^ 
package in the mail.' 
Chicago: a box. abo 
feet long, a foeticide 
weighing 20 t^^pci 
But'Cak^ompl^d,^ 
was the 
dise” and he was
return it. 'vfiV

Galt left saying; fees 
found ship work jn^ 
but expected “a cheeky 
Chicago ” A letters’'' 
.from Chicago arrived 
boarding hoy; 
or Myrch aw 
since; there ^ 

1' ing-a'ddress, Cherpes; 
• Thelandlord^rfeca . 
Galahad saidhewjuljf 

^his^.new addres^'1*’'
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On Mansion Set
■ A “silent vigil” march to the 
Governor’s Residence on Cur- 

itiswood Lane is scheduled to 
ibegin at 6:30 p.m. today, ac­
cording to .Whitworth Stokes Jr.,
local attorney.

Stokes, who said he was an 
“adviser” on the march plans, 
said the walk will begin at the 
Unitarian Church of Nashville, 
1808 Woodmont Blvd., following 
a service expected to begin at: 
5 p.m. , .

The vigil and march, in 
I memory of the late Dr. Martin 
I Luther King Jr., was planned 
before the 7 p.m. curfew was 
announced, Stokes said. He said 

I he didn’t know what effect the 
early curfew might have on 
tonight’s plans.

It was reliably reported th
e 

at-
plans for the march were m 
at a Monday night meeti ' 
tended by Carl Braden, xecu- 
tive director 61 the Southern^ 
Conference Educational Fund, । 
and three faculty members of| 
the Vanderbilt University Di-[ 
vinity School, among^thers. j

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Police Director Announces 
Action After Conferences

With State Attorney -
A warrant charging! Erie 

Starvo Galt with first-degree 
murder in the sniper slaving ctf 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was issued last night. J .1 
' Fire and Police Director 
Frank G. Holloman anno|iticed 
the state charge abou^ four 
hours after the FBI has ob­
tained a. federal warrant in 
Birmingham charging | that 
Galt and; “an individual whom 
he alleged to be his brother” 
entered into a conspiracy to 
deprive Dr. King of hisfcivil 
rights to travel from stare to 
state.' ■ • t ■

Mr. Holloman declined to 
answer any questions afte^ an­
nouncing the murder change, 
which he said was decided 
upon after a conference with 
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale; It 
was issued by General Ses­
sions Judge Wayne H, Lindsey 
about 9 p.m.

’ Earlier, iboth Mr. HoJlOman 
and Atty. Gen. Canale had ex­
pressed eagerness to try Galt 
“or anyone else connected 
with the case.’’

A state charge of murder 
could carry a maximum penal­
ty of death. The federal conspi­
racy charge, based on aRe- 
(SBtaKfiMi era.statuteWhich 

rights passes* has a penafe® 
10 years in prison, a. f5>®0Q 
fine, or both'. There apparently 
is no feysaUte^r ^hatge 
which would apply-in this>case.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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-Mfe-mirtta wap-ant issued.

,Wm tljat Gali alsp iisedthe 
.names < of John Will&rd.afid 
■®sss« 

higton late yesferday.#ter- 
noon broke a silence on the 
case stretching back to Dr. 
King’s slaying April 4 on the

; balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 
; The FBI statement said that 
Galt arrived here cm Wednes­
day, April 3, the same day as 

। Dr. King.
। This was revealed in the FBI 
I statement for the first time.

But Galt did not check' into 
1 the rooming house ■ at 422^4 
! South Main until 3:15 p.m. 
April 4. The name given. Was 
John Willard.

' Where he stayed in Memphis 
the previous night has not

I been revealed. . ; ’
| Galt traveled extensively in 
a 1966 white Mustang, which 
he bought from a “private citi- , 
zen” in Birmingham, Aug. 30, 
1967, and which was found 
abandoned in Atlanta on April 
11, 1968, the FBI said.

The odometer showed the 
Mustang had been driven 19,­
000 miles between late August, 

11967 and early April, 1968- -. 
; Galt’s travels in the Mustang ; 
included trips to Los Angeles, 
New Orleans, Birmingham and 
Mexico, as well as to Memphis 
and Atlanta, the bureau re­
ported. . .

“Galt was reported to have 
been in Memphis on April 3 
^ai4J^, ati tqjiaffijdp' . 
parted there for Atlanta.” ..

Mustang, "bearing- AlabaWM 
cense ^tags/ Was found-hban£ 
doned a week later. Two Mexi­
can touriststickerswere'jln^t- 
ed to the windshield.' ' '.-

TheFBI also announced that 
the 30.06-caliber Remington' 
pump, rifle abandoned near the 
assassination scene had'been 
purchased five days earlier, on 
March 30, froni a Birmingham' 
gun dealer. The telescopic 
sight was bought at the same 
time. There was no announce- 
menit as to whether the rifle 
had been linked by any kind of 
ballistics test to-the death of 
Dr. King.

The FBI s.aid its investiga­
tion has disclosed that Galt 
claimed -to have been em­
ployed as a cook on Mississippi 
River-vessels and-as a;,mej> 
chant seaman. He was . de? 
scribed as .enjoying .dancing 
and having taken lessons in 
New Orleans in 1964 tad 1965;' 
in Birmingham during Septem­
ber and October, 1967, and in 
Long Beach, Calif., from De­
cember, 1967, to last February.-

Galt left Los Angeles last' 
Dec. 15, the FBI said, and 
drove the white Mustang; to 
New Orleans, where he 
claimed he contacted either ait 
engineering or a contractttig^ 
company. The FBI did not exf 
plainwhyhe had done sb, .

It said Galt wentto New' 
Orleans Dec/ltHiarfet^
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W a t Wi W3® 
The ^mmerctat>hApHO 
could, bb; 'a big^wraffl 
getting people to talk. ’A^J 

Another* sentence, relates 
that “he c 1 a i nre 4”J(iW

I ^‘^a]t^X cpureg.aVa 
| School.: of-bacteiiding'-and Was 
I graduateion March,2. ’ , 
| In IJollyw&jd; Thomas’Rf^ybs 
! Lau,..-director.'of the^Jrtterna- 
I tional School of Bartending, 
i said Galt disappeared after re- 
1 fusing - a, job. He rated him an 
1 excellent student. Lau said 
there- were no Negroes in the 
class and Galt “never said an-

talked ( to >an 'tngiOK® 
contracting* firm in^New^S 
leans. ,

F$I officials wimw 'cojM 
meat on these, points.^ It w;as 
.self-evident, , iM^ever^^haf 

I someone had talked '-^ arid.
1 ything about Negroes

.The
about Negroes,” . supplied the FBF^itha.photOj 

FBI refused ao. say graph. The quest&^MyW
where it obtained Galt’s photo,. 
graph. It said lie had brown 

, hair which, he wore in a brush 
i cut, blue eyes, a straight and 
, narrow nose, and straight and

■ en his birth-date as
, making him 36 years old.

"alleged” broth,er ^ras pot 
charged with conspiracy also, 
iyent unanswered.^ jt»Af %’»' ^ A J

The Commettei^J A p p e a l 
learned that dance-studio? and: 

clean teeth. It said he had,giv- riverfront areas W -be,epi 
checked. The FBI statement! 

^ called Galteap" “^vip^dancer^”1 
’ The Washington, announces 

^Persons who-'havq’met Galt ment was the first Sime the 
j sdy he is a “ldner”whpse lan- FBI had broken its, -strict si' 
' guage and diction have a “ru- lence' on the >ca'se.<There had: 
I ral” quality, suggesting “that been niuch speQilatidi^hiP 
!. ^M« -nt « Eric Starve'Galt did not reallyhe probably does not have a. ^2- . . . a Va&fti fv 
I highdegree of education. He is ®? .J?M ^ a. T^J^ 
said to drink alcoholic bever^ B8?^.^8 f? SSJ1 

;ages with a preference ior *“J™^ 141 - A v Ii^Amv v4glr.v.|i 
months ago 4'had beenwKge&t 
to build uprfalseidentityuKT 
derthafnathfer ” ,"!""',;

; ages with a preference "for 
' vodka and beer and is M fan of
। western and country music.” 
’ The FBI said he should be con­
sidered armed and dangerous, 

। There were some’ unusiial 
* phrases in the‘statement. Ond 
isaid “Eric Stdryo'Galt-ahd an
individual whom he alle'ged’to 
be his brother, enteredihto'h 
cdiispiracy”' in< BjrAfeififfi 
on,March 2? whirji raiiaued 
“until on or about -Appl. Si1* |
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TSMsEVERAL days The Commercial far unless lt%f^pr^

limps delineated the recent events in 
-the' life of-Erie Starvp Cialt; a man 
^rfehtiy connected W#the murder' 
of ’ Dr. Martin Esther King Jr? in Mem-
phison .April 4. Yesterday the Federal . VV/HEN and jf,one oj;)i^.^rspns 

Steau.'ofTnvestigation;'acting on. a v\V" are'taken'iS/^IM^ti^
. eral, complaint filed.in’#iyminghaip, Memphis, The city ^iw^le had 

^M a fugiiW M.fe(Bic Staiyo pes't. bface -fciiisef^S’I^^ trauma. 
I®fek''y ' . Thts ttfilfbe themai^^

fordays.to come|,l^'irial will’ ! 
be emotional. <5 : ‘< -

zWfew used cites" a conspiracy’of 
!*fe or more.” A' brother is men-

fetiBl evidence and-Jocal police inves- 
Hi^ttiOns apparently 'have culminated,, 
kif^OTwiible-court case, , 
'^Tl^^^generally does not go this 
Iv.A c^,' •

nent, since the ’ THf W;nM^«W 
much informatioh'public Wt^daybibF

‘no comment.

Memphis musts 
and sane. Most of < 

-it occurs — must

■^^trained

become' a Circus for news, food (a’1 and

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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PAGE

I jj^-garro Gaft, alias John Willard, alMMy 
/ Lowmyer, deles exist.; - ^. .
1 • The mail accused of conspiracy in the .murder of Dr.\

Martin Luther King Jr. Was still at large today; the niost 
। hunted’man’ in- America. But he is not’ the phantom -figure 
; that he was in the days that followed King’s assassination in 
! Memphis-./ . . ' \
1 - "•’'’’The JBl yesferday released the first photographs of 

G^L'. ^ addition, ^Word-picture being furnished -fe. a 
1 growing number of persons is helping to brir^ the suspect
!?? harper focus and to squelch speculation that Eric 
Starvo.-Galt did'not' really exist, that a precisely-planned 

- subterfuge had been carried outeto buildup a false identity. - 
■ .J? what appeared to be the first big break in the murder 
of King two weeks ago, Attorney General Ramsey Clark 

, described Galt as|5 years old, white, a neat dresser, a man 
w apparently limited education with' a preference for vodka 
and beer, |nd country and western music-., / . •
i / He -^ a 'hdrvous habit of occasionally pulling at an ear 
lobe with his hand, Clark reported, and persons who have 
ffltt.Galt rfRSf fihfln him sic fl Innar I

i lone ■with ms hand, Clark repor 
I mdt.Galt.described him as a loner.

MEMPHIS PRESS­
SCIMITAR

MEMPHIS

Date:

Edition

Author: CHAS. H
Editor: SCHNEIDER
Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
[ | Being Investigated

hbi _ MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




