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LONDON. — (UPI) — James Earl Ray could be extra-
dited to the United States as early as the first week in
August to stand trial for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther

King, legal sources said today.

A court official disclosed Tuesday that a hearing on
Ray’s appeal against the extradition order has been set

for July 29.

Three White-wigged,
i ock-robed  justices of the
Queen’s Bench Divisional
Court of the High Court of
Justice wiil hear Ray’s law-
_yers fight the extradition or-
der.

It is the British equivalent
of a U.S. Court of Appeals.

Legal sources said that
should the appeals court turn
down Ray’s appeal of the ex-
tradition order, he could still
appeal to the House of
-Lords. But permission to go
-to the House of Lords could
.'be refused.

In that case, Ray would be
returning to the United
States about the first week in
August, the sources said.

Ray appeared at Bow
Street = Magistrates . Court
Tuesday to answer charges
of violating British gun and
immigration laws\.._

e e,

Tt was carrying what po- -

" lice said was a loaded .38-
caliber pistol and two forged
passports that got him ar-
rested in the {irst place as he
arrived at London’s Heath-
row Airport June 8.

If Ray is extradited, the
passport and gun charges
were expected fo be forgot-
ten. R
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ry  Willlam Ray, who
told police he is a brother of
James Earl Ray, the accused
in the slaying of Dr. Martin
Luther Xing Jr., was iree
tcday after being dismissed
in City Courton a charge of
public drunkenness.

Ray was arrested about 2
a.m. Tuesday at Main and

" Vance where, police said, he
was seen stame ing drunk.
The charge was,dismlsscd
later yuSLerday by Judge
Bernie Weinman,

Police said Ray registered
.17 on the intoxication meter
and was bocked. He listed
his . occupation as a bar
waiter but told officers he
was unempioyed.

Ray gave no Memphis ad- !
dress but. said he lived at . . . N
1962 Cherokee in St. Louis. ’ Date: 7= fo -

Assistant Chief - W. E. Edition:

Routt said Ray told police he Author:

is a brother of James Earl - Editors wisfeindy!
Ray and that he and another
brother were in Memphis to
raise funds for the defense of

James Earl Ray.

John Larry Ray, also of St. Character:
Louis, appeared in court for
the hearing, and the two left
ormLher v ‘f‘” Mﬁ’ Classification:

oy
Title: DLAVR
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By GEORGE BRYAN

Two brothers of James Earl
ay, who is charged with the
laying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., were in Memphis
ester dﬁy and a public drunk-}!
bnness charge against one was
iismissed by City Judge
ernie Weinman.

Gerald Willilams Ray, 32,
vho gave his address as 1802
herokee, St. Louis, was’ ar-
ested at 1:15 a.m, yesterday
y officers who said he was
een “staggering drunk” only
vo blocks from the rooming
iouse at 4221, South Main
rom which his brother is
ccused of shooting Dr. King.
A police spokesman said he
did not know Gerald Ray’s
whereabouts after his release
Hut understood he was still in
city.
.other brother also was in|
oW1, i
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It was learned that
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Bm Jackson, manager of the
Green Eeetle Cafe at 325 South
Main, confirmed that Gerald
Ray was in his establishment
Monday night “with another
‘man.”” He said Ray appeared
to be drunk.

A waitress said Gerald Ray
came into the place about 6
p.m. Monday and left about 1
a.m. “He /di dnt cause any
trouble in here.”

Pohce ~Said they arrested
Ray after a call from the
Green; Beetle, but Mr. Jackson
said last night he had not
called epohce “He didn’t cause
us any trouble, he left with a
man with a mustache, I heard
he was arrested a‘few minutes
later.”

Two ipolice detectives went
to the Green Reetle about 5:25
p.m. vesmday looking for
Gerald {\ay Wxth them wasa’

FILED...
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“Brothers In Memphis—One F:

man identified by waitresses .,
as Ray’s drinking partner
Monday night. One of the offi- }

cers said they wanted to talk;

to Ray about “a couple of win-
dow fans.’f

Judge Weinman said yeu. .-
day he was not aware of Ger-

ald Ray’s family ties when he.

appeared " in court charged
with public drunkenness.

“He had never been before’
the court on a public drunk
charge. On the first offense, it
has been the policy of the
court to dismiss these
charges,” Weinman said. -

Fire and Police Director
Frank - Holloman said last
night he did not know if police,

“are still looking for James'

Earl Ray’s bromer m Mem-

p‘ns

R e

A police spokesman whn did;

/ot wish fno_ba Lide entified said
he L.nderstood that Gerald Ray
hed come to Memphis “to col-
lect money” through contribu-
ftions to help defend his ac-
‘cused brother. James Earl
Ray
ito the United States from
England to stand trial in Mem-

phis for the. marder of Dr.
King.

The other brother .in town

was believed to be John Larry

Ray, 34, a St. Louis tavern
owner.

The next phase in James
Earl Ray’s legal effort to es-
cape extradition to the United
States will begin July 29, it
was announced in London yes-
terday. On that day the High
Court will hear arguments -on
an application fo; a. wrxt of

habeas corpusi~ .

sy
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photos o be .made in cor-

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON *
A Video tape will be made of
the faces and voices of every
person  attending  the  trial
scheduled to be held here this
fall of James Earl Ray,
charged with the rifle slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King at
the Lorraine Motel April 4.
Charles Holmes, director of'
information for Memphis State’
University and new pubhc re-.
dations adviser to Sheriff Wil-
liam N. Morris for the trial,
yesterday confirmed that secu-
rity plans call for such a tape

to be. made. This, he said, will| :

be the first time such a pre-|
caution has been taken in a
trial anywhere.

1dentxty cards with pﬁOtOS
will be issued to all newsmen
accredited for the trial. More
t.an. 30 such accreditations
have been requested and this
is considered only a start.

South Central Bell, it was
is preparing to run
773 new telephone lines to the
“»aelby County Office Building,
‘adjacent to the Criminal

‘Courts Building, to accommo-
_,nate newspapers, radio, televi-

sion and law enforcement.

Cables are expected to be
laid between the scene of the.
trial and the three Memphis
television stations, a telephone!
company representative said.
Cables are necessary for pro-
longed live television broad-
casts, although motorized mi-
crowave stations can bridge
the gap for brief periods.

In keeping with a long-stand-
ing rule, no press or television
photos . be made in the
courtroom, even during court
recess. - But protocol, untili &
now at least, has allowed

9

ridors,

Thie ic gxpected to be one of
the 1 most highly publicized
trials ever heid in the United
States. Press, radio and televi-
sion reports will be carried in
practically every nation in the
world, Those in charge of prep-
arations expect the non-white
majority of the world’s popula-

“tion to observe the trialasal|

gest’ of justice administered

¥‘without regard to race, color F

‘or condition.”
' But Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca-
‘male and Sheriff Morris de-
clined to comment on this be-
yond saying: “The trial will
be conducted in strict keep'ng
with established standards of
dignity and justice.” .
To emphasize that the judi-
icial process is operating nor-
mally, the trial will be held in
‘one of the five regular court-
‘rooms of the Shelby County
‘Criminal Court. The largest
will. seat, in addition to the
principals of the trial, hardly|
‘more than 100 persons.

Most of the seats will be
reserved for the press, but res-;
ervations are assured also for{
relatives of the defendant and
of the family of Dr. King.

* Sheriff Morris said a certain
proportion of the seats will be
reserved for the general pub-
lic, even though all the news-
Jnen present .at any one time
may not be seated. Tennessee
law calls for a “public trial.”!

The last world - famous
Tennessee irial was the so-
called “‘monkey trial” at Day-
ton, near Chattanooga, in 1925,
This was to test tlﬂe validit
a law, since repealed, to foi...
teaching the theory of evoiu-

uon n tax—supportea scnou::,
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' The Northern and foreign
_press criticized what it termed
.the ‘‘carnival atmosphere” at
that trial.

“There will be no carnival!
_air here,” Sheriff Morris said!
last night. “This is a serious!-
‘matter. The sacriff, the judges
and the attorney general have
been conferring at intervals
for several weeks to assure a
fair and orderlvy trial in a dig-!
nified atmosphere.” ,
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fGrand Jury’s !hdiétment
Reached Without Caiiing .
Cirles Stephens —

In reaching an indictment
against James Earl Ray ior : ; ~r
the slaying of Martin - Luther; l—  MEPHIS,
|King ‘Jr., the Shelby County’

tGrand Jury did not even call’
the man now considered to be
the prosecution’s most impor-:
tant witness. .’

But court authontzes yest
day pomted out that the state
often does not submit its most
important evidence if the nec-
essary ‘‘probable:cause’” can.
be established without it. .

Charles Q. Stephens, 46, was.
the. ‘one witness named at
‘Ray's -‘extradition hearing in
|London last month, David Cal-
'cutt, the -British attorney re- Date: AL I
tained by the federal govern- Edition:
ment, told the hearing. Ste- L
phens  heard the fatal shot Author: - vl R, AFLGTEN
fired - April from the com- Editor: B
mon pathroom' of a rooming . Title:
house on South Mam

COMMERCIAL
APPEAL

T=hN.

Step‘xcns is new in’ protectxve
custody of ‘ocal authorities. Character:

The, Gra:.& Jury® charged| . or
Ray with first degree murder
May 7 and with carrying a

dangerous weapon May 17 in Submygting,Qffice:  MIMPHIS
indi%tm:nts ma?c?e avai]?/able to. % / f/ 7 M" 2“ ‘fj ' : rj_/q
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The "12-man jury heard testi-
mony from Mrs. Bessie Ruth
Brewer, manager.of the room-.
ing house; Ralph Carpenter,
employs of York Arms. Co..
who the state says sold binocu-
lars to Ray; Guy W. Canipe,
owner of the amusement com-
pany where police say Ray
dropped his ritle; John L. Car-
lisle, an investigator with Atty.
Gen. Phil M. Canale’s office; .
and two police officers. .

Cificials did not even admit
‘Ray had been indicted for the !
‘murder until after his arrest in%
Lendon June 8 since Tennessee |
law prohibits releasing an in-;
dictment until the accused is in[
custody. _ -
The indictment offers o
hints  about the state’s case
against Ray, giving only the
date ‘of the murder,and charg-

ing it was premeditated. . - |
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By FRANK HOWETT
Memphis Press-Scimitar-London
@ EXPresS Service

LONDON.—F.B.I. men are
waiting impatiently in Amer-
ica to cross-examine James
Earl Ray, indicted for the
assassination of Dr. Martm
Luther King,

They urgently want answ-
ers to these questions:

Had he any bosses? Who
were they? What was his
role? Was he the gunman —
or was he “put out to run” in
Europe as a decoy, drawing
attention to himself and
away from the real killer?

For a gunman who was
being hunted by 6,000 Ameri-
can agents, Ray behaved
oddly Tike & man who was

G
e

mvxtmg authorities to take a
closer look at him ¢uring Ris
European tour.

From the moment the
soft-nosed bullet exploded in
Luther King’s mneck as he

-.stcod on a Memphis hotel
balcony on April 4, Ray
“went on the run” in a way
that didn't fit his back-
ground: A petty, clumsy,
stick-up man whose stupid
mistakes had put him many
times behind bars. :

Suddenly he became “or-

. ganized.” His identity clev-’
erly cloaked. His travel ar-
rangements well planned.

He was ‘spirited” into
Canada: The F.B.I. still can- "

--not understand how he got

through a masswe secumty‘
S
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“net thrown round the United
Sizies immediately after the
shooting. -

In Canada he collected’a”

new name — that of a Toron-
to policeman — a false pass-
port, and an expensive air-
line ticket to London..
Canadian Mounties, sus-
pecting a ‘‘huge conspira-
cy,” say: “He didn’t come
cold into this city and make
all his own arrangements.

There was help of some

kind.”

The American authorities
say for the record they are
satisfied that King’s assassin
was a lone Kkiller and that
there was no conspiracy.

But they have still to ques-
tion Ray closely before he is

-“faise passport in Ottawa 14

.

put in'front of a Memphis
jury. Already in Washington
there are those who lean to
the theory that Ray was the

“ fall guy . .. that the conspir-

ators put his fingerprints on
the murder weapon before it
was used by the real killer,
who wore gloves.

That the conspirators then
assisted Ray to leave the
country, possibly before the

" death of Dr. King — he was
on the run from prison — .

and induced the world police
forces to search for a small-
time gunman while all the
time the real killers were
disbanding and covering up
their tracks.

It seems that Ray had help

earlier on, but towards the

PN

"end he was abandoped. Then

he began to make the stupid
mistakes for which he was
well known. .

The cloak started slipping
when Ray — now Ramon
George Sneyd — arrived in
Europe. He made the sort of
“mistakes” you don’t expect
from a Kkiller bolting from
the law and seeking a hide-
out.

At Lisbon airport passport
control he made Mistake No. -
1. He produced a passport in .
the name of Ramon George
Sneya (with an “‘a”). But he
filed in the identification
landing card”in the name of
“Sneyd.” . PR

He had altered the end let-
ter after he picked up the

- =z

——

one.” He was given oné. =

days earlier and then seem-
ingly forgot all about it.
Curious Portuguese police
quizzed him about the dis-
.crepancy. Calmly he told
them: *“That is my real
- name. My passport is wrong.
Eight days later he made
Mistake No. Two. Inexplica-
bly for a wanted man whose
main concern should have
been to fade into the back-
ground of that cosmopolitan
city, he went to the Canadian

) Embassy in Lisbon with new -

passport pictures and a birth
certificate in the name of
Ramon George Sneyd. He
told them: “The name on
my passport is wrong. It has
been spoiled. I want a new

It was during his nine days
as a “‘tourist” that he made

- Mistake No. Three. He stu- .

pidly attracted attention to
himself by arguing with the
proprietor of his hideaway
hotel when they refused to
allow him to take a woman
to his room.

Ray stepped out of his taxi
from Lisbon airport at 8
p.m. on May 8intothe Rna
Jao Das Regras with its
smell of chickens on spits
and burning charcoal.

He carried his suitcase
into the third-class commer-
cial Hotel Portugal, signed
the register as Ramon
George Sneya and became a .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



15s-a-day gpest, never speak-
ing to the other résidents —
students businessmen, and
tourists.

Why was he in Portugal?
To meet contacts who would
hand him a ‘“‘pay-off”’? Or as
a decoy whose fingerprints
were found on the murder
_rifle which had been conven-
ently dropped in the street
in Memphis?

Ray did the tourist rounds
-of the sleasy downtown bars.
‘He became a regular cus-
tomer at the Bar Bohemia.
Hostesses and barmen there
‘remember him as a ‘“‘quiet
Canadian.”

One hostess, Dina Dores
_said: ‘‘He came in a number
of evenings and stayed about
an "~ hour ‘each time. He
sipped a few glasses of beer
and talked about girls.”

" On May 17 he left the Hotel -

Portugal

For the next 10 days his
trail goes-cold. Where did he
.g0? To another European
country‘> .

Scotland Yard working
closely with the FBI, knows :

“he reappeared in London on
May 28. As Snevd he booked
" into the New Earl’s Court
Hotel, South Kensmgton at
$2. a night.

Four days later Ray was:
again on the move ... to the
Pax Hotel Pimlico. ‘“He act- |
ed strangely,” says Swed- |
ish-born proprietor Mrs.
Anna Thomas. ‘I hoped he
would go.” .

He rarely left his room
and refpsed_ to emerge to

take four phone calls. Two |

from B.E.A. The others from
a man and a worhan, .
During his stay at the Ho-
tel Pax, Ray made another
inexplicable move which
could have brought the law
on his neck. Twice he tele-
phoned a national newspaper"
in London, said he wanted to
contact a supposed brother
soldiering in Angola,.
changed his mind, and then
asked how he could become
a mercenary. He gave the
name Sneyd and the hotel he
was staying at. :
On Saturday, June 8, free-
dom ran out on James Earl

* Ray. He boocked out of the

Pax Hotel, hailed a taxito
London ‘_Airoort:_-and cap-'
ture. PN ~
FBI and Canadxan Moun-
ties back-tracking his move-
ments had turned up his ap-
phcatxon for a false passport -
in Ottawa, talked ota..the,
real Ramon George Sneyd -
and put.out.a world-wide
alert for anyone travellmg in.,
“thatname. . .. . ‘

Ray, as Sneya—oooked an
economy class ticket on the
11:50 a.m. B.E.A. flight to
Brussels. A duplicate copy of
the passenger list went, as
routine, to the airport immi-
gration authomtles

That niorfing” “at the alr-
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‘nort __an  officer running
through the list was jolted to
see the name Sneyd. A spe-
cial watch was made. Short-
ly after 11:39 a.m. Ray pre-
sented the Sneyd passport.
He was asked to step into a
side room. He didn’t resist in
‘any way—except to insist

- quietly he was Snevd.

Train robber hunfer Defec-
tive Chief Superintendent
Tommy Butler left for the
airport with a 'fingerprint
man. The passenger was fin- |
gerprinted. The prints were
those of Ray—and the same
ones found on a murder rifle -
in a Memphis street two |
months earlier. ‘

e 0
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By KAY PITTMAN BLACK

Press-Scimitar Staft Writer

Numerous county offices,
including the Shelby County
Election Commission, must
to move out of the Shelby
County Office Building, 157
Poplar, to complete security
arrangements for the James
Earl Ray trial, it . was
learned today.

A preliminary meetmg
was held this morning with
.Bob Gray, County Clurt
Clerk, Riley Garner, county
trustee, and Jack Ramsay,

County Commission chair- .

man. Sheriff Bill Morris held
the meeting. Also attending
were .McKinley Parker, ex-

écutive adnumstrator of the e

591 books.
Jack Ramsay this morning

Election Commission, and
Joe Forbis,
mission chairman.

- Forbis said, ‘““The meeting
was a preliminary one and
nothing was decided, but the
move is in the wind and

we're sure it’s going to hap- .

pen. The "Sheriff wants the

- building to be secure.”

He said, “They talked
about having the first two
floors in the two county of-
fice building ready ahead of
time so that Bob Gray and
Riley Garner could move
there.”

Forbis said he did not
know how the election
Commission would move its
“Wewwent with,

Election Com- _

“’”\/’%

‘;

.W@S’;
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to lnok ayer the old city pub-
" lic works building, but it

won’t do and is all filled up.-

1 don’t know what we're
going to do.” .

Forbis said, “The sheriff
has all sorts of security ar-
rangements worked out. He
- told us they plan to block off
rom the middie of Poplar
and the middle of Adams for
one way traffic and close off
Second and Third entirely.
All of the offices overlooking
. the building will have securi-
* ty police in the windows.

“The judges want our of-
fice, Gray’s office and Gar-
ner’s office for other court-
room space, we understand.
~-We .asked Sheriff Morris
~what would bhappen if. the

‘the hall.”

trial was moved to another
city, but he said he did not
think there would be any
change of venure. He told us
he has been in touch with.
Ray’s lawyers and this did
not seem to be planned.” \

Garner said, “I just don't

" know where we are going to
move. That trial is redlly~——— e

going to be something. Sher-
iff Morris was telling us
about the special cell they
will have for Ray. They're
going to have closed circuit’
television in it so they can
watch him all the time and
all. It is really being fitted
out. They’ll have 150 tele-
phones for the press putin
the conference room across

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘No Doubt’ Ray MEMPHIS, TENN.
Is Same Person, -
Says Newspaper

CHICAGO. — (AP) — The
Chicago Daily News said to-
day in a copyrighted story
that a letter written by
James Earl Ray to a brother

-Temoved any doubt that Ray
and Ramon George Sneyd
are the same person.

Sneyd was the name under
which Ray was arrested in )
London in connection with lpate: - LT g4
the asssssi}régtiog of Dr. Mar- Edition:
tin Luther King Jr. v

The Daily News said the Author: CFIAS, H. R
letter was written to John Editor: SIGENTIALER

Ray and was sxgned “Lord Title:
R. G. Sneyd.” - B e Ca
John Ray said the hand-
writing ‘was his brother’s
and he added, “I don’t know
S T O -
* Sne, u a S assi :
narges " ‘ Corme—demm; Submitting Qfﬁce: I'L.JLEP}IIS
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‘LORD’ TITLE -

4

Asked about the title,
“Lord,”” John Ray said,
 “That’s probably his idea of '

a joke.”
The Daily News published
portions of the letter which
in part read, “I could appeal
‘my extradition hearing but I
am getting tired of listening
/to these liars so I might close .
-it up about Tuesday.”
There was no indication
* which Tuesday the letter re-
ferred to. John Ray said he
interpreted the letter as evi-
dence that his brother did
-not -kill King, who was shot
to death on the balcony of a
Memphis motel April 4.
“If he really did it,”> John
“Ray said, “he wouldn’t be
thinking about signing these
extradition papers, would
he?”

UNDATED

The letter was mailed to a
married sister who livesin a
suburb of St. Louis, the Dai-
ly News said. It was not dat-
ed.

U.S. officials working on
obtaining Ray’s extradition
have said they are con-.
vinced that Ray and Sneyd
-are the same person.

The letter also implied that

. Ray would have sufficient
funds to finance his defense
when he is returned to Mem-
phis to stand trial. _

“If you could,” the letter
"said, ‘I would like for you to
give Attorney Arthur Hanes
$600. You can get some of it
off Jerry (another brother)
and I will straighten it up
with you when I get back.”

Hanes, of Birmingham,
Ala., is representing Ray in
London. ~77 %
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They ”urgently wa‘ , answ-“~
ﬂers to'thése questions: - ’
: Had _he any bosses Who N

TWhat au. :

aWéy from 1
2 For a. gunm

Date: 7» /5-— éJJ
! =Ty Edition:

‘From the ;moment - the author: CHARLES H.
asoft-nosed bullet exploded ‘in Editor:  SCHNBEIDER

King’s" neck ;as: he. Title:
‘stood’ On . Memphls huth

Character:
or

Classification:
Submitting Office: }MIPHIS
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3 nef 't'EmWn round the Unxted j

:8tates: 1mmed1ately after the. -
“shooting.-
~.In Canada he collected a

new name — that of a Toron- .
to policeman — a false pass-.
port, -and an expensive air- |
lme ticket to London.
" Canadian Mounties; sus-. § -
pectmg ‘a “huge: conspira- .§
! ‘cy,’r say:. “He didn’t come : ¢
’ cold: into “this city and make- "
‘all his’ éwn’ arrangements. * -
' Theré ~was. help of some e
' "¢ -and induced the world police

klnd Bid

"' The Amerlcan authontxes g
‘say for the record they are:

 satisfied that King’s dssassin_
‘was-a lone Killer -and- that

I
'there ‘was no nsplracy

- fall guy .

; ‘«put m ‘front of a. Memphls‘*

jury.. Already in Washington

there  are. those who lean to:
_/the theory that Ray was the
. that the conspir-,
ators . put hls fingerprints on
the murder weapen before it

was. used by the real klller,- ‘
< who wore-gloves. - -

That ‘the conspxratoi'é then-

N ﬂasfsmted Ray. to-leave the
.country, - possibly. before the ;
. death-of Dr, King —he was

“on -the run-from prlson -

-forces to search’ for a smali-

-timie - gunman- while- all- the..
" time "the real. killers, were .
“disbanding’ and covermg up“

. theirtracks. . . ‘
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| To. meet contacts wh

gal { hand him a "pay-off”

g | a decoy whose fing

de -} were  'found on. the"mi
| rifle. which had Ibeen co.

: K _baséy in:Lisbon with néw :
pasSpprt pxctures and abirth -

‘RamOn “George Sneyd He.
| told - them ¢

my passnpntmpng. It has

‘Abeen sponle v wamt anew
) Ty gvgo”‘ i
one” e.was give

-1t was-during his nine'¢ 4ys
Mistake No. Ttiree. He sty

_pidly” at
hlmself

fickens -on splt
arc.al

2025 R

* that he made;

.Georz Sneva.an becamea

: ‘in Memphls?

‘Hostesses . and barmen’ th

1. remember him as 9; “

Canadian.”’

One hostess, Dma Dores, ;
said: ‘‘He came in a number |
{ of evenings and stayed. about:
an hour :each time. He:
sipped a few glasses of beer
and talked about girls.”>~ -

On May 17 he left the Hotel,:

ac ted . gttention to; Portugal

For the next 10 days hlsf
trail goes cold. Where did he -
go‘r‘ To another European. ..
country? g .

Scotland “Yard workmg !

: closely with the FBI, knows:|
».af: 8| he reappeared in London on |
12| May 28. As Snéyd he booked |

into " the’' New "Earl’s Court:
Hotel, - South‘xensxngton at: :

- bur $2. a night.
"He'- earriedi-é his:i suxtcase

into ‘the third-class commer-
B cxal Hotel Portuga} sxgned

“Four: days' later Ray Was i
again on thé move ... to'the
Pax: Hotel Pimlico. “He act-§
ed. strangely,” 5ays Swed- ‘
ish-born proprietor: Mrs
Anna Thomas. ‘I ‘hoped h
would go.”
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§ from’
L a man and a woman,

‘1 Durmg his stay at the Ho-
tel Pax, Ray made another
mexphcable move' - which

i could have brought the law

.on his neck. Twice hetele-
‘phOned 3 national newspaper

g‘London, said he wanted to:|_

; ntact a supposed Dbrother

K oldiering. -in: Angola,
‘changed his' mind; and then:

asked how he could become

name Sneyd and the hotel he
was staying at. - :

On Saturday, J uneS free-

‘Ray.. He booked- -out: of ‘the.

g others; fm.thq,

a mercenary He gave ‘the |}

«dom ‘ran out on James Earl | anyll w3 i :
:qm 1y he was Snevd.

Pax 'Hotel, hailed ‘a ‘taxi to-
.'London Almsrt-v—-and gan_J
t‘ure:“" ' ‘--—q

FBI and Canadlan Moun-
 ties back-tracking’ hlS move-
‘ments had turned up:his-ap-
phcatlon for a false passport
in - Ottawa, talked "to the
real Ramon: George. Sneyd
.and - put - world-wide
‘ alert for-anyone ravellmg in

Ray, as Sneyd—booked
economy class ticket ot
11:50 a:in.  B.E.A. flight ‘to~
Brussels /A duplicate copy ¢ of:
the-: passenger Jist * ‘went, as:
routine;; to-the alrport immi- .
gration-authorities. - o
That mommg at the a1r-

rough the hst wa; joited'to '
Xe the name Sneyd Aspe-

after. 11:30 a.m; Ray pre-
selfed the Sneyd passport. |

“Train robber hunter. Detec:: :
--Chi intendent. .
'I‘ommy ‘Butler left ‘for the j

airport: with -a _fingerprint. |
“man. The passenger was fm~
‘gerprinted. The prints were
‘those “of Ray—and the same

onES found-on:a murder

‘in a Memphls ‘
‘months earlier: T,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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whlchk Ray was arrested in
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8 5\
am getting tn'e_d:'of stés
to these liars so I.mi,

12 ,
to death on the balcony of &,
- Memphis motel April 4.
“If ‘he really did lt,”;John.
B Ray said, -*‘he" wouldn’t be |
‘ thmkmg about 31gn1ng these
[ ext 11d

The letter was malled toa:
married sister who lives in-a
| suburb of St. Louis, the Dai--
ly- New ‘ as'not dat-
ed.: ‘*

US ofﬁcxals “Woi g on .
obtammg Ray’s extradition
{ have " said they ‘are ‘con-

tvm ed ‘that Ray and Sneyd

i Theletter also: 1mb ed that §
Ray would have sufficient
, funds -to - finance his- defense |
gwthen he is:returned to Mem- i
phis to stand trial. ST
|3 ‘you “could;” the letter
said,; “I would like for you to
give -Attorney Arthur‘Hanes |
$600. You -can get some of it |
}off Jerry -(another ‘ :
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- 'The Chicago Diily: News has
obtamed - copy-of a letter
twritten by Jameés Earl Ray
aftér ‘hig- arrest in. connection
with ‘the - assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. *

The: twe-page, handwriften
letter is ‘the first communica-
tion from Ray 10 be made pub-
lic:»"since’ > his- icapture : last.
month in. London, except: for
brief statements durmg court
hearings. *

The letter removes any
doubt that Ray and Ramon
'George Sneyd the name under
which he was arrested, are the
same man,

It also suggests that he orlgl-
nally intended to return volun-
tarily .to the United ‘States to
face trial: and’ implies that he
has. an- independent source of
money to cover’ arrangements
for his defense.

_The undated letter was sent
from -L'ondon’s Heathfield
Road: Prison, where. Ray has
-been -held; to a married sister.
who lives.in a suburb of St.
Loyis. . It was 51gned “Lord
R'G Sney :

‘While government officials
working on - the - King
| assassination have not' ex-
“pressed " doubt that Ray and
" Sié the same person,

the. fact that Ray was using an
‘alias has been a point of legal

confusion durmg extradltion
hearings.

Also, Ray’s attorney, Arthur
J. Hanes, of Birmingham, who
has visited the accused slayer
in. London, continues to refer
to Ray as Sneyd.

However, Ray"s . youngér

brother, John Ray, is .con-|

vinced that the letter -is gen-
uine and was sent by Ray-de:
$pite the signature ‘“Lord R:
G. Sneyd.”

John Ray said he Fbase'd 'hls
conclusion on the handwriting
and ‘language of the letter and
on the personal contents it con-
tained, :

“I don't know where he got
the name of Sneyd but be had
lots of names.” .

:Asked about his brother s as-
sumption of the title “Lord,”
John' said: ‘“That’s. probably
just his little joke.” = - ¢

Even' though the letter was
addressed ‘to Rays ‘married
sister, it was written i re-
sponse to a - letter sent 16
Heathfield. - Road, Prison by
John Ray, who wanted to as-
sure himself that the man ar-

rested June.9 in London was
actually his brothet,

“1. assumed he was but I justr
wanted to make sure.

At first T was going to as_k
him ‘in the letter i lé he was m‘yj

brother but then I was. afraid’
they might not give it to him!
or that they rmght not Iet him)
wrxte back. we 4

l

John said he ﬁnally ad-f
dressed his letter to James
Earl Ray and in it he raised,

|| the; possibility of visiting: his.

brother in the London prison. -
He  also' said he asked about
hiring Texas criminal lawyer
Percy . Foreman -to . handle;
Ray’s defense and discussed’
action on Ray’s appeal of the:
20-year armed robbery sen-!
tence Ray was. serving when'
he ‘escaped from - Missouri/
State Prison on April 23, 1967. |

John Ray; who formerly op-!
erated a tavern.in southeast
St. Louis, visited his brother at:
Missouri State Prison on April|
23, 1967,. He dropped out:of
51ght following Ray’s capture!
in London' and was located by |
ithe Chicago Dally News Iast
week. =

The letter from James Earl
Ray was obtained by the Daily|
News. John Ray said the letter
constituted “strong evidence” |
that his brother d1d not klll Dr

King.

~“If - he really dnd it he

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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wnul.dn..t.,i" be thinkipg-aboyt
signing, those extradition pa-

pers, would he"” John asked,

A British court ordered Ray
extradited to the United States |
during a hearing . on July 2 at|
which he was represented by a!
court-appointed-attorney.

. Sinee that ruling, due for an
appeal July ?23 and ‘gince his
'meeting with Hanes, who has
agreed to.represent him, Ray.
apparently has decided to fight
efforts” to return hlm to this’
country

James Ray is 1o appearin a
London court today for his
{weekly remanding to prison on
British charges. .

Both John and Jerry Ray,
who were interviewed together .
in‘ a motél room in a Southern :
city, . contended. their brother
had been -“set up” to act as a|
decay in -the King assassina-|
|tion, ~while the ‘real killer” 4
escaped | St

’t




LETTER FROM RAY—This is
Chicago Daily News.says was wnﬂe
to his brother, -John Ray,’ admi
George Sneyd, the name under ,
in' London and. charged with the murder of Dr.

Luther King Jr.
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LONDON. - — (AP) ™
James Earl . Ray made an-
other ' bmef and routine ap-
pearance in the Bow Street
Magistrate’s Court and was.
sent back te Wandsworth
Jail for ahother eight days.
Another ° court appearance
for him was set for July 24

Ray’s British lawyers have
indicated they will file their
appéal Wednesday against
Chief Magistrate Frank Mil-
ton’s. . order on July 2 that
i Ray should be extradited to
the United States for trial on
charges of murdering Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. A
hearing on the appeal is ten-
tatlvely scheduled for July
29.

Ray  was :brought - into
court- today because.British
law requires -a prisoner de-
nied  bail. to be brought be-
fore a magistrate each week:
until - his' case is settled. Ray
was composed and-chewing
gum: at his:appearance to-
‘day.

When the magnstrate asked
+if he had anything to say, he
replied: ““No, sir.” : ‘
~ As always when Ray is be-
‘fore the British court, there
-wére ‘elaborate police pre-
\C @ U L 0 n g oemeimmm;- ‘

e +

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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New County Building Work™
To Be Rushed For Ray Trial

Two floors of the new County Administration Building
were ordered rushed to completion yesterday to provide more
room in the County Office Building for the trial of James Earl
Ray, charged with killing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

County Commission Chairman Jack Ramsay asked that
the second and third floors of the Administration building be

finished by early fall so the

offices of County Court Clerk

Robert Gray and Trustee Riley Garner may be moved there.

If the County Election Com-"—
mission’s offices can aiso be
moved, -the entire first floor of
the County Office Building will
be made available for a news
media center and other facili-
ties needed for the Ray trial.
The trial is expected to be held
this fall.

Mr. Ramsay took action aft-
er a meeting with Sheriff Wil-
liam N. Morris in the Election
Commission’s office. Also pres-
ent were Election Commis-
sion Chairman Joseph M. For-
bis, Mr. Gray and McKinley
Parker, Election Commission
executive administrator.

It was revealed at the meet-
ing that the private cell Ray is
to occupy in the Shelby County
Jail will be under constant
surveillance by closed circuit
television, Equipment for the

television circuit was ordered

two weeks ago from the Bluff
City Distributing Co.

The City Jail across Second

:Street from the County Jail,

osed circuit televi-

sion for monitoring prisoners

/7

since 1960. Sheriff Morris dis-
cussed such a system for the
County Jail in the fall of 1966.
But a television camera to sur-
vey Ray’s cell apparently will
be the first such installation in
the 43-year-old prison.

The rerouting of traffic on
Second and Third Streets near
the jail for the period of the
Ray trial was also discussed.

Boyd Rose, job superintend-’

ent for the Harmon Construc-
tion Co., contractors for the
Administration Building, said
his crews can meet the com-
pletion deadlines Mr. Ramsay
asked for the second and third
floors.

Where the Election Commis- ;
sion’s offices will be moved

has not been decided. Removal

to the Admiinistration Building !
‘was omgmally planned. But|
yesterday. Mr. Ramsay, Mr. |
Forbis and Mr. Parker looked '
over the building formerly oc- |
cupied by the City Public Serv-|
ice Department and Planning|
Commission” at Adams and|

Third. r—

e prnt grnn

7//?//(’5 v /{;5&
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Defense Set
FOI’ A p pea l (maveame peoe nene el

PAGE /
London (AP)—A British court today granted ex- /

tradition of James Earl Ray, wanted in the United
‘States as the accused assassin of Dr. Martin Luther

“hg o T B — NASHVILLE BANNER

The extradition order was%
granted by Chief Magistrate
Frank Milton.

Legal sources said Ray would — YNASHVILLE, TENN.
.appeal the decision. ;

The magistrate granted Ray
legal aid to pursue his appeal
in a higher court within the re-:
quired 15-day deadline. t

Ray received the magistrate’s:
decision without any outward{
show of emotion.

Back To Prison

He was immediately led from |
court, still surrounded by a cor-
don of Scotland Yard detectives,
and taken back to his maximum
security jail at Wandsworth
Prison in south London. . 6F

There was no reaction from Date: ;- 1 -
spectators in the crowded court- Edition:
room. ‘ 5

As Milton delivered his deci-|
sion, he glanced at potes and o‘c'-q Editer: ATLVAND Ce
casionally referred- to the one' Title: DUNKI_EBERGER
.of the law volumes.

He dealt at some length with
the contention of defense.attor-
ney Rogerb Friday that Ray! Character:
could not be extradited because!
the slaying of the civil rights er L ad 97, 7
leader, shot in Memphis April Classification:

4, was a political offense. Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

The judge agreed it was com-
mon Knowledge that King was ] Being Investigated

cARCHED . INDEX:D
IAUZEDLLZ, - FILED &0

it g9 1968
FBI—MEWPHIS /

-

Author:
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. . . |
a controver rein the'

United States. But he refused|

to accept the defense contention !
ithat this alone would make the!
jcrime of his assassination a po-
litical one.

“To hold so would be to ex-
tend the meaning of this case
too far,” the magistrate said.

The case turned on whether!
ithe crime was political ‘or not.\’
Under treaty between Britain
and the United States, persons
may not be extradited for po-|
litical reasons. |

The U.S. government denjed!

Ray’s contgalian that the killing
of King was a political crime.
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Ray Y ﬁrgt[ﬁﬁk e s
NShery Court; _ pace
ToBeBrief One _ comrem

APPEAL

'Trral On . Murder Charge
May Be Months Away

— MEMPHIS, TENN.

e of murdehng
- Luther King -

Date: 7,/!/ é y

Edition:

Astholiep ANK R, AYLGREN

B : Editor:
ondon, where ‘he gave up his Title:
‘ext on fight Tuesday. <"
: ‘when' Ray will arrive,
t fWiman N: Me
; I don’t 'knay 'We will Character:
ity to be- ready,‘ ‘him whe or
he gets here oo & B Classification: /(/// ?f/
oy maybedetane o Lo suvatingottics: WIPHIS
ggsalst Okfl Bl'ltlSh charges |:| Being Investigated
ain m  of -ca Can —
‘unllcensed p.lst> ] v ~CARCHED INDEXED
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1l weeks to complete and evalus|

tests whlch could take several

‘the ate, are expected to be ordered
"'""‘,‘, for Ray ’ : :

ia prisoner to Ceéntral’State

Normal procedure is to send

Hospital. in Nashville for' the
ests, but because of th heavy
security requlred in tﬁe Ray
ase; there is speculation that;

tests might be conducted here. -

Apparently most of the seats

Yoy i, the courtroom, whlch‘_may
p|| be the Division 'I Cnmmal’

Tev{iof i the Shelby: County” Ofﬁce

The - shetift ‘declined 1560
{ment. on the-séeurity: at:rangc-

{ments. or.on the pogsiblé-usé of ji

|the fluorescope; -but hé did: con-
‘flrm ‘that - thé . new - sheriff's
ation on “Hémcrest Rodd

is being par-
Detentxon

losed

oy ady A
1nd1cted the ﬁrst legal proce-
dur'f hes W ill be

present e

Ray w111 enter,( pmbably
‘through his attorney, a plea of
(guilty” 6rnot guilty to thé mur-
der . charge and a. ‘charge: of
éarrying ‘a dangerous weapon.
Ray could: waive- the readmg
of’ the ;lnchctment and reserve

day that the _Criminal

1+ B}uldmg at Secon;l and POpIaI',‘

“There - were, reports yéster-’
Court
judges: may ‘5oon,, issiie an’or=

aftorneys: from ::making ‘any.
‘publict-¢ommients’ -about..‘the
case and settmg up. ,ground

sl report that it
,txoned possxbly‘
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\and .pervasive - pubhclty in

the ‘news media, the Court is
of the opinion. that ‘the fol-

“Jowing ‘rules’ are. necessary
| to a constitutionally guaran-

\teed orderly and fair “trial -

by .an “impartial : Jury, ‘and
’therefore orders: ° :

: L

| ""The f‘cnmlnal Courts
| Buildings"' as " used herein

gs !
lshall mean' the Cririinal

‘and ‘the _adjbining v

y County ‘Building, 157
3 o Avenue Memphm@,

‘ y
.-and ad;ournment and at any
2. othexj tlme the J‘ ury is ret1r-_

"moved.to the ]all the specta-"

tors’ shall .remain - seated
the Courfroom until the Jury

* and’ prisoner “have had am-

ple time to withdraw, and

said “Spectators “have ‘been:

given - pemmssmn to diss
perse.. i EO

A
The bar of the {
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Srimiri: Court Judge W. Preston Battle, one of
gt experiénced trial judges in Memphis, was “
annpunced today as the judge in the. trial of James 1
Ea. Ray for the slaying of Dr, Martin Luther ng

i hea.v‘yset man who rins a no-nonsense
in, Battle has been trial judge for a number’
of IﬁaJor cases since he first took the bench. in 1959.
He presided at both trials of |
Louis F, Montesi, : grocery
executive convnctgd of klllmg
his ‘wife, -

Baitle’s dec:smns have
been reversed-several times,
including - the first. Montesi

© trial, but lawyers say this'is’
the mark of a- judge who .
hears a lot of cases-and isn’t
afraid to blaze new trails. -

_Serious, ‘almost scowling,

{ on the bench, the 60-year-old
» judge is a stickler for legal |
, aspects of a case and often |
! recesses ‘court to check'a

] pomt of law, ;

- Lawyers - who try grand- |
. stand tactics' in the court-
room are likely. to. draw ;
' sharp words from the judge, |

Stories -about the prose-
. cutors and defense attorney
 on Page 9.

but he dlsplays exceptional.
. patience ‘with  defendantsor
 witnesses who -appear’ ner- .
| vous or" sgem nof-to under--
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hterary saciety at Memphns ,
Un1vers1ty SChool to ever-‘ '

‘come it..
‘After’ recemng his hcénse

to practice law in 1933, he |
became assistant district at- -
torney general for Shélby -
County, a post he held for- 1
years, serving on the staffs
of Atty. Gens. W. T. McLain, .
Marion Boyd and Will Ger-

ber.

In 1945 he entered pnvafe i

law practice in Memphis,

with the majority of his
cases- devoted to criminal

Turn to Page 3—JUDGE

Stmm— -
. L R T ]

law In 1959 he was appomt- :

ed judge for Division -Iil of :

the:Criminal Court of Shelby

County, . . newly created

court, and was elected to the :
; bench in, 1960,

A ‘member of the Memphxs
and Shelby County Bar Asso-
ciation, he has served on the
board of directors and exec-

- utivé * committee. He has.
served as president of the
_ Memphis and Shelby County -
Mental - Health Assomatmn, o
has been active in adult edu-
cation classes at Southwest--
. ern and goes deep sea flShr '
| ing for a hobby. - .
Married in 1941 to thé for-
| mer’ ‘Florence Warfield
Boyce of- Memphis, he has
four children, Mrs. E. Frank
King, - W, J. Britton III, Mrs.
E. R. Kinnebrew III; andW .
Presl:on Battle Jr.

- Judge and Mrs. Battle live -
{in- an- apartment at 1422
| Lamar.” -

i Mrs. - Battle -'said : Judgev
‘Battlle s’ chief hobby-is °
i reading. “No particular type
~of books. He reads: every-
' thing and. is interested in~
’ everything.” o

\

{
|
f
5
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< A group of historians at
‘Memphis State and South-
western are engaged in a

: jomt project to gather infor-

manon relating to the assas-
Sination of Dr. Martin Luther
King.

. “We're trying to re-create,
as much as possible, the cli-

mate and events that tran-"

spired.in Memphis from the
sanitation strike to the death
of Dr. King,” said David
Yellin, a spokesman for the

emphis Search for Mean-
ing Committee.

. “We're engaged in a proj- -

ect to collect materials of
‘people who were directly or
indirectly involved "in all of
the events,” he said. “Essen-
’tially we’re historians.” Our
‘main concern is, as scru-
pulously and as fairly as pos-

sible, to help people re-cre-.

ate their involvements in
these events. .

.

» “If a meaningful report

develops and is publishable, !

it will be.”

. The Reader’s Digest Foun-

dation has expressed an in-

'terest in publishing the find- .

gs of the committee,
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'Aécused‘Slayer‘Of Dr. King
’ Slgns Agreement To
- Abandon Appeal

LONDON, July 16. — (AP)
—James Earl Ray gave up his_
battle against extradition
Tuesday and agreed to return
!to the United States for trial on
charges of assassinating Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

He is expected to fly back
under heavy guard in the next
few days for trial in Memphis
in the shooting of King there
last April 4. Ray was arrested
in London June 8. He has
!steadlly claimed his mnocence
of the killing. ’

A legal informant said Ray
signed a statement declaring
he would not pursue an appeal
in the British High Court
against a Magistrate’s Court
order July 2 extraditing him to
the United 'States. Ray’s time
for filing an cppeal explres
Wednesday night.

The statement, signed Tues-
day .mo-ning at a conference
with his court-appointed British
lawyer, cut short a complicat-
ed ‘battle against extradition
which had little chance of suc-

Icess e o
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In Memnhls, 'nelby County
Sheriff William N. Morris Jr.
said that although all the secu-
rity provisions planned for
Ray would not be completed
for several days “we can ade-
quately take care of him when-
‘ever he is returned.” No an-
nouncement of his return is
expected until after he is safe-
{ly “locked away in the Shelby
County Jail. -

l People who talked to Ray
recently in Wandsworth Prison
!said he had been growing rest-
Jess and tired of waiting. An-
‘other factor was the news that
‘the British had refused to con-
:tinue legal aid for his appeal.
‘He had been granted free legal
service for the lower court
icase.

Ray’s statement was signed
in-an irregular hand, “Ramon
George Sneyd,” the alias un-
der which he had been held
here since his arrest.

It said, “I have made this
decision after considering all
the facts, and I believe that
_|this is the best course of actxon
for me to adopt.”

Ray was contending that
King’s murder was a political
crime and therefore he could
not be extradited under British
law. But he apparently decided
several days ago to drop the
appeal, - which had been set for
the. High Court before- three
British judges on July 29. .

Ray’s -American lawyer, Ar-
thur J. Hanes of Birmingham,
Ala.,- was due in London
Wednesday morning. He may
ask for permission to accoms
pany Ray home, but United
States officials indicated this
request would be turned down,

“-In Birmingham, Arthur J.

Hanes Jr. told The Commer-
cial Appeal, “We suggested he
waive extradition.”
. He said the reason was unfa-
vorable pretrial publicity.
‘“He’s getting clobbered by the
press of the world and he’s a
sitting duck. There’s a good
deal of value 10 :z:tiing him
back so he’d havo an opnortus
nity to counter some .. the
adverse publicity and where
we could have better access to
him.”

Young Hanes is partner in
his father’s law firm and co-
counsel for Rayr———— -

-
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-+ "Major new security measures were ‘evider'lt all
~over the Shelby County Criminal Courts Building to-
day in preparation for the arrival of James Earl Ray.

Ray, who dropped his fight against extradition
‘from England, may be on his way to Memphis tonight™ ~ -~==-fr
-or early Thursday to stand trial in the slaying of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Ray is being held under

— MWMPHIS PRESS
SCIMITAR

MEMPHIS, ToNN.

_heavy guard in London’s Wandsworth Prisqn. .- -

v Memphis deputy sher-
. iffs were posted outside en-
trances to the Criminal
Courts Building today, mak-
“ing security checks. The jail,
.where Ray will be housed in
‘a special cell surveyed by
closed circuit television, oc-
.pies the top three floors.of
the building.

. VISITORS CHECKED

placed at a table in the corri-
dor outside Sheriff William
Morris’ office to check all
wvisitors. Morris said the pur-
pose is to cut down the traf-
fic into his office.
Workmen were installing
.steel mesh security screens
on the windows of the build-
- ing. o
Three steel plates were
being welded across a jail
window on the back side of

*the jail, as part of the securi-+

-ty tightening. This is appar-
ently where Ray will be
housed.

One off-duty sheriff’s offi- !

SPECULATION

Sheriff’s deputies received
notice this morning that all
their days off have been can-
celled. This led to some spec-
ulation that Ray might al-
ready be in the county jail,
but reliable sources said Ray

. 'hasnot yet arrived, although
the could be in Memphis as.

] :S00n as tomorrow.

A special deputy has been '

‘the FBI would deliver Ray

Under mormal procedure,

to state authorities in Mem-
phis. Informed sources spec-

-ulated that Ray would be

flown back with a heavy

nguard aboard a U.S. military

plane or a chartered civilian
jet, possibly on a direct"
flight from London to Mem-

. phis with no interim stop.

i FIRST WORD -

“I suspect the first word
that Ray has left London will
be news of his actual arrival
in Memphis,” one source
said. N '

)
Arthur J. Hanes, Ray's

cer in civilian clothes told
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searched before being al- ) )
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‘room area in the jailzem==2 Ll
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STEEL PLATES FOR JAIL WINDOWS

orkmen hoist the last of three steel plates welded
over §0il windows today, presumably as protection for the
cell that™wg]l house James, Earl Ray. Y
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American lawyer and for-
- mer mayor of Birmingham,
Ala., met with his client in
“the London prison today.
Hanes asked to accompany
‘ his client back to the U.S.
but said the Justice Depart-
ment has denied his request
" so far. A British Home Of-
. fice spokesman said the ex-
" tradition papers would not
be signed before tomorrow
. at the earliest.

Hanes said Ray wanted to
return to the United States
immediately ‘“so my client
and I can begin without fur-
ther delay to combat and

counteract the unprecedent-

ed, vicious and libelous
press and television cam-
paign to portray him as aj
convicted murderer, a mon-
ster, a degenerate and a
.dope addict.” He: advised
Ray not to appeal extradi-.
tion, he said.

~ DENIALS

“This man wanuts to get
back to the Umted States
and clear his name,” Hanes
said.
that.” Ray has consistently
denied that he killed King.

“The entire U.S. govern-
ment and the State of
Tennessee are building a
case against wus,” Hanes
said. “All we want is a teeny

- break to give us time to pre--

pare a defense—then we’ll
go to court and play 1t any-
way they want.”

The question of which
Criminal Courts judge in
Memphis will try the case is
still unanswered. It has been
reported that either Judge
Preston Battle or Judge Per-
ry Sellers, the two senior
judges, will try the case.

It was learned that the
first order to be filed by the
court in the -case will set
forth ground rules concern-
ing news coverage before'
the trial. .

ARRAIGNMENT
Since Ray has already
been indicted, he will not

have to epter a plea in a
‘lower court—city or sessions

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“It’s as simple_as,

court—or hisxaturn to Mem-

phis. Hs first court appear-
ance will be at his arraign-,

ment. The first scheduled ar-:
raignment after the weekend |
will be on Tuesday, but a

special arraignment could be
held.

Informed sources expect
the trial to start in Septem-
ber or October. The criminal
courts are now oil a summer
schedule, with only one of
the five courts operating
(two days a week), primari-
ly for arraignments. The
September term of the
courts begins Sept. 16.

VIDEO TAPE

Other security measures
include a video tape to be
made of each person attend-
ing the trial and the blocking .
off of traffic on some streets.
Some offices are being re-:
moved from the adjacent
county office building, where

-news media will be head-

quartered, with 150 tele-
phone lines to be run into the
building as well as coaxial
cables for live telecasts.
People who have talked to
Ray recently in Wandsworth
Jail said that he had been
getting tired and restless.
British refusal to continue

two-month search for the
man who assassinated Dr.
King in Mempbhis on April 4.
Ray was using the alias of
“Ramon  George Sneyd,”
had a forged Canadian pass- °
port issued under this name :
and was held under the
name of Sneyd in England.

SIGNS ‘SNEYD’

He signed the name of
‘“‘Ramon George Sneyd” to
the declaration saying he
would submit to extradition. :
He wrote: “I have made this
decision after considering all
the facts, and I believe that
this is the best course of ac-

tion for me to adopt.”

British charges of carrying
a loaded pistol and two _
;forged passports were €x-
pected to be dropped if Ray
iis extradited. He is also
charged with. escaping from .
the Missouri state peniten--
tiary .in Jeffersml C1ty in
1967. “ s

free legal aid for his appeal

and the fact that he and
Hanes could talk only with

British prison officials pres- -

ent may have been other
factors in hisTaecision.
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Accused Slayer Of Dr. Kin:.g‘
Signs Agreement To -~
. Abandon Appeal

‘ LONDON, July 16. — (AP)
—James Earl Ray gave up his
battle against extradition
Tuesday and agreed to return
ito the United States for trial on
‘charges of assassinating Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

.He is expected to .fly back
under heavy guard in the next
“few days for trial in Memphis
‘in the shooting of King there
Jast April 4. Ray was arrested
in London June 8. He hag
‘steadily claimed his i mnocence
of the killing.

. A legal informant sald Ray
signed a statement declaring
,he would not pursue an appeal:
‘in  the British High Court
‘against a Magxstrate s. Court
order July 2 extraditing him to
the: Umted States. Ray’s time
for filing' an appeal expxres
Wednesday night.

The statement, signed Tues-
day mo-ning at a conference
with his court-appointed British
. lawyer, cut short a complicat-
ed ‘battle against extradition
whxch had little chance of suc-

Cess L (,;::;:‘a‘:’-,‘
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‘In V[e'npn 5, SHelby County
Sheriff William N. Morris Jr.
Isaid that although all the secu-
rity provisions planned for
Ray would not be completed
for several days “we can ade-
quately take care of him whezn-
ever he is returned.” No an-
nouncement of his return is
expected until after he is safe-
ly “locked away in the Shelby
'County Jail.

‘People who talked: to Ray

recently in Wandsworth Prison
said he had been growing rest-
less and tired of waiting. An-
other factor was the news that
the British had refused to con-
tinue legal aid for his appeal.
'He had been granted free legal
service for the lower court
case.
- Ray’s statement was signed
in-an irregular hand, “Ramon
'George Sneyd ” the alias un-
'der which he had been held
~here since his arrest.

‘It said, “I have made this
decision after considering all
the facts, and I believe that
this is the best course of actlon
for me to adopt.”

Ray was contending that
King’s murder was a political
crime and therefore he could
not be extradited under British
law. But he apparently decided
several days ago to drop the.
appeal, which had been set for
the High Court before three
British judges on July 29.

Ray’s American lawyer, Ar-
thur J. Hanes of Birmingham,
Ala., was due in London
'Wednesday morning. He may
ask for permission to accom-
pany Ray home, but United
States - officials indicated this
request would be turned down. -

In Birmingham, Arthw J.
Hanes Jr. told The Commer-
cial . Appeal, “We suggested he
waive extradition.”

He said the reason was unfa-
vorable pretrial publicity.,
‘““He’s getting clobtered by the
press of the world and he’sa
sitting duck. There's a good
.deal of value to getting him
‘back so he’d have an opportu-
nity to counter some of the
adverse publicity and where
‘lwe could have better access to.
him.”

Young Hanes is lpartner in
his father’s law firm and cos
comsd fc; Ray T
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Then Suspect ‘
- Will Be Flown
- To Memphis

‘Memphis prepared today -
for the imminent arrival of
James Earl Ray with in- |
creased security measures, ;
including the blocking of
traffic on Washington adja- :
cent to the Shelby County
Jail. :

Bamcades were erected
this morning to close Wash-.
ington between Second and
Third Streets as the latest in.
the security arrangements.

Reports continue that Ray .

may arrive at any time'to
stand trial for the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Two British charges
against Ray were dismissed
in a magistrates’ court in
London today, clearing the
———__way for his extradition. The
extradition order was ex-
* pected to be signed soon aft-
er the dismissal.

PLANE READY

Unofficial reports said a

U.S. Air Force transport was .
standing by at a U.S. air
base west of London to take |
the prisoner and an escort of
U.S. marshals to Memphis.
In Memphis, Sheriff Wil-
“liam Morris, Police Chief
Henry Lux and others con- -
cerned with Ray's security |
met this morning. A state- -
ment issued after the meet-
ing said: J
“Preparations for the ar-
rival of James Earl Ray in |
Memphis are going forward
and we will be well prepared '
upon “his'arrival. Every pos-
sible measure is being taken
to assure his security during
his incarceration and coming
trial. We can make no fur-:

ther comment in regard to °

these Tatters &t this time.”

" POSTED ¢=stsam

Tennessee Highway Pa- -
trolmen and city police,
along with sheriff’s deputies,
were posted in the Criminal
Courts Building, where the
jail is located. .

All cars going into the
sheriff’s parking lot behind
the Shelby County Office
Building were being stopped
and their drivers asked to.
identify themselves. Among
those stopped was Robert K.
Dwyer, executive assistant
attorney general who will be
one of the prosecutors in
Ray’s trial. )

County Court Chairman
"Charles Baker, when asked
about payment for expenses
involved in the security ar-
rangements, said the county

Turn to Page 4~RAY’S”
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court has made no direct ap-
propriation, but “We will
help the sheriff pay for some
of the expense involved.” -
Heavy steel plating has
been placed on four windows
of the jail, which occupies
:the top three floors of the.
.Shelby CountyCriminal
Courts Building, -and steel
-mesh security screens are’
being placed on all other
windows throughout the
building. -
.. Sheriff’s  deputies: have:
been posted  at positions in
.an alley behind the jail, at
the jail’'s entrance in the
Criminal . Courts Building .
-and in the corridor outside |
* ~the sheriff’s office. = -
== Ray’s ‘cell is to be’,
equipped with closed-circuit .
television and may be air
conditioned. Its location has
not been disclosed and re-
quests to photograph it have.
“been refused. :
Ray has -already been m-j
“dicted on a murder charge
. and would -not have to ap-:
pear in a lower court on his
- return -to Mempbhis. His first .
court appearance will be for
his arraignment in one of the
" five criminal courts.
Speculatxon is that the tr1a1
would start in September.or.,
" October, with either Crimi-~
" nal Court Judge Perry H.-
Sellers or Judge W. Preston.
;* Battle presxdmg
If either the defense or the "
. state requests a. psychiatric
* examination, normal proce-:
’dure would be to send the
! prisoner to Central. State
HOSpltal in’ Nashville. How-
. ever, speculation is that Ray -
© would receive such an exam--
* ination in the jail because of’
mejecuuty requxred " “'“"‘i’
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~—Press- Sc:mltar Staft-Phote by Tom Barber '
CnRS CHECBED AS PART OF SECURITY MEASURES
SherifP’s deputy requests identification frem a motorist driving into the parking lot -
at the Shelby County Offxce Bulldmg, part of secunty arrangements for the arrival of .
James Earl Ray. '

I - ‘-";:.t“,
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Then Suspect
Will Be Flown
~ To Memphis

Memphis prepared today |
for the imminent arrival of !

James Earl Ray with in-

creased security measures,
including the blocking of :
traffic-en Washington adja- -
cent to the Shclby County

Jail.

stand trial for the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

. Two British charges
against Ray were dismissed

in a magistrates’ court in’
London today, clearing the.
way for his extradition. The!
extradition order was ex-;
pected to be signed soon aft- |

.er the dismissal.
PLANE READY
Unoffxc:al reports said a

U S. Air Force transport was
standing by at a U.S: air,
‘base west of London to take ;
-the prisoner and an escort of !

. U.S. marshals to Memphis.

In Memphis, Sheriff Wil- -
liam Morris, Police Chief
Henry Lux and others con-:

cerned with Ray’s security

met this morning. A state-’
ment issued after the meet-.

ing said:

“Preparations for the ar-

rival of James Earl Ray in
Memphis are going forward

and we will be well prepared

upon his arrival. Every pos-
sible measure is being taken
to assure his security during
his incarceration and commg
trial. We can make no fur-

ther comment in regard to

. Barricades were erected.
—f“"'thls morning to close Wash-.
ington between Second and:
Third Streets as the latest in:
the security arrangements."
Reports continue that Ray:
may  arrive at any time to:

. Tennessee Highway Pa-
trolmen and city police,
along with sheriff’s deputies,
were posted in the Criminal
Courts Building, where the
jail is located.

All cars going into the
sheriff’s parking lot behind
the Shelby County Office
Building were being stopped -
and their drivers asked to
identify themselves. Among
those stopped was Robert K.
Dwyer, executive assistant
attorney general who will be.
one of the prosecutors in
Ray’s trial.

County Court Chairman
Charles Baker, when asked
about payment for expenses
involved in the security ar-
rapgements, sald the the county

Turn to Page 4—-RAY’S

these matters at this tintg:**~=—-=
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court has made no direct ap-
propriation, but “We will
help the sheriff pay for some
of the expense involved.”
Heavy steel plating has
been placed on four windows
of the jail, which occupies '
the top three floors of the’
Shelby CountyCriminal.
Courts Building, and steel -
mesh security screens-are :
being placed on all other =
windows throughout the"
building. : :
Sheriff’s deputies have
been posted at positions in
an alley behind the jail, at
the jail’s -entrance in the
Criminal Courts Building
and in the corridor outside
the sheriff’s office. :
Ray’s cell is to, be o
eqluipped with closed-circuit R BRI
television and may be air . : ’ ' T —Press-Scimitar Staff Photo by Tom Barb: r‘f
conditioned. Its location has . -CARS CHECKED AS PART OF SE X "
nﬁtestze?ol p‘%x‘gtcéoizdhai?%ag: at t}?gesr'ixﬁ],lsn deputy requests identification frem a nggﬁsirg;ieiizg‘%ﬁglzhlzsparkmg Tot
geen S g 2! P | | Jamgs"_]é%lykg;?nty Offlce Bux}ldlr‘xg, part of security arrangements for Mval of
Ray has already beenin-- Frmmm—— e e R e _— ' '
dicted on a murder charge
and would not have to ap-
pear in a lower court on his
return to Memphis. His first
court appearance will be for.
his arraignment in one of the
five criminal courts. :
Speculation is that the trial ~
would start in September or .
October, with either Crimi-
nal Court Judge Perry H. -
Sellers or Judge W. Preston -
Battle presiding.
If either the defense or the
state requests a psychiatric -
examination, normal proce--
dure would be to send the.
_ prisoner to Central State .
Hospital in Nashville. How-" -
ever, speculation is that Ray
would receive such an exam-"
ination .in the jail pecauseof -
the security required. '
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