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after the judge questioned
him beiedly about his finaa-
cicd condition.
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able to help pay ror his de-
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ready by March 3.
he had worked
day” on the casc _:u.xi hat
there was no money whatev-
er for investigation expenses
or counsel. He said the szne
hacd furnished him with a

of 360 witnesses, of whom
to 95 were to be called t
testify.

Foreman szid he is werk-
ing gy himseli, although law

'ude its of & “re ¢ uni
versity” supervised by fa
ty membvers had recently be-
gun to kelp him in the inves-
tigation. He did not identify
the school.
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roremat had in-
curred considerable “person-
al expenses” since taking
cver from Arthur J. Hancs,
Ray’s former attor: ey, and
was prepared tc stay in thc

withant  eomsansaiion

Af necessary.

orcrian inld  the court
wes had turned over the
sults of his mvcst:;;(mon to
i, but hie obviously wasn’t
n’nprcs:-;cc.' with the files. At
one point rc[cx‘ring to a
50,000 bill presented by Ren-
iro Hays, a puva‘e "“/LSLL',' e
tor who had been cmmuyxd
by Hdnua, Foreman said Lis
work “wasn’t worth $54.” -
In opposing Foreman’s
motion for a further delay,
Dwyer said the state had
been ready for trial on Nov.
12, In keeping with the
court’s previous instructions.
Under Tennessee law, he
sald, three days is smncwut
to ma}\c preparation for
trial. - -
5 MICNTHS

Speaking loudiy and with
some show of feeling, Dwyer
said the defense baa been
given five months to pre-
puxe, and added:

“Mr. Foreman is not start-
ing out cold on this case. He
is supposed to have the
fruils of the investigation
made by Mr. Hanes. I don’t
i justice should be
stalled because of Mr. Fore-
man’s custom to work
alone,”

The fiery prosecutor then
declared that “somebody is
irifling with this court. It
locks to me as if he (Fore-
man) has got a valuable as-
set of some kind in the eyes

f the news media.”

Dwyer said it was “almost
ludicrous” for Foreman to
tell the court that his clieat
was without funds.

TRAVELER

“From what I understand,

he is a werld traveler and
has been’ living better the 1
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me and 'n\ one of thc top
Iawyers in the couniry.’

‘\uy (u.. Phil Cnml
poke briefly agzainst T
wan's u\,.mn.,

1S sitail had

ase in 20 wo

T Foromar

the
evide

advaniage m" i
to confor with
which the state could not do.
Foreman arose to

make his rebuttal, he said he
wanted to reply to the *‘dig-
nified” remarks of Canale
OLAO;&,
passioned and oratorical”
statement of Dwyer.

antage of
s and

[EPLY
i nterrupted
s L/mm hotly:
now wuy he has to
pPersor Adu\.ACS Lie

sosn’t 11‘:;@ me, and maybe I
don’t like him.”

Judge Battle reprimanded
Dwyer for being slow in ris-
ing to his feet when address-
inz the court. -~ "
Foreman said the state
d the advantage of 51.4
on worth of investiza-

by the FBI and other
poiice agencics. He said he
had ontacted F3I director

Edgar Hoover tt
":LAI heavng there was an

21 file on the case. He said
he had 'o en told he would
get an immoediate reply but
that was 10 days ago.

F2ICUAR

Foreman said the file was
sorred to reveal that the
had guarded KNing for
Imost two ycars prior to
il 4 to prevent hxs assas-

dealing with the “im- -

ree times .

Tennessz Izw.’yer on the
case, speat three days call-
irg on [ive lawyers and fou
of them “disqualificd them-
selves,”

Foreman said he came
into the case because he
dida’t think Ray “should be
tried in the news media.” He
said Ray was abourt to go to
trial in Nevember not be-
causc the casc was ready
out “to meet thie pubiication

uf a boox, and that

ROYEL

e raTy ‘1(’!

oy

Said Foreman, They were
willing to sell this man’s life
for some royalties and a pic-
ture.”

Battle observed that Ray’s
funds for his defense ended
with the dismissal of Hanes.
He said he understood that
Hanes was being paid by

William Bradiord Huie, Ala-
bax 12 auther who has pub-
lished articlies in Look Mag-
azine on the Ray case.

Judge Baitle asked Ray:
“Do you have any money
or property to make avail-
able for the expenses of in-
vestigating this case:”

“\To sir,” sald Ray
deFender

Sta mcn pubhc
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Pooyers i nited States and is
1 {/‘ct it <h' . This is almost Iu- (Inaicate page. name of
GiCTOUs, newspaper, city and state.)
Judge  Batl! noted  that
Ray's previous mto. ncy, Ar-
thur J. Hanes Sr. of Birming-
ham, had been paid b y having S
an Alabamd magazine writer sege 1
o . assign to him the mmoy Ray
RLES EDMUNDSON | had earned by writing his life
mart hel Iy i iliam SN .
sark by t“e; ;&%;(glfot%rf{t\‘?iee.m ter, \J lia CO.:lA.IG]:‘CJ.c.l
somewhere,” | “The onus is o1 the court to -ppetl
e ] i 1,.\‘”’”h,y if 1\3‘,’ IS
¢ W. Pres-| ndizent, the circumsiances
oy accepted; necessitate thai somehow we
Earl ““"; 'provid* the necessary man-
entand “p-‘ power to ready the case for
ender’s| trial,” the judge said.
‘n his cefense. | g -
ze Baltle directed Public .
Dezfender Hugn Stanton Sr. to grocined, was ouercd to stand
it &S5 co-coumsel with Percy and be sworn. Be testified he
Foreran, sioried Houston at- vas 1ud1;cnt. Judge Battle
toraey, in 11;137’5 cefense. Mr.; t' en directed vir. Stanion, sit-
.Fo:x man anproved My, Stan-, ting nearby, to act as co-coun-
for’s appoinment. ' sd for the deferse “and Icmy
: this case under wie direction of
Mr. Foreman.” He was told
or an addiiion-, also to use his ig-man staff,
e, Judge Zattlel many of whom are part-time, Date:
&3 a {irm date to| as necessary in tiie protr 1&1 in-
¢ tricl of the man ac- vestigation of the eviden Editions
Lal o
of kiliing Dr. Martin Lu- Mr. Foreman co*nplaA wed of
the files turned over to him by Editor:
attle listened to Mr.| Nr. Hanes on Judgc Battle’s Title:
£ piea that he was order. )
K v’s counsel wi ith-:
2ad had no money to|
inwst;gdtion pre-l

here will be|

Author: |

“wis  private. investigator
(Renfro, h;y ofo.\geln pais) Character:
x\avu £3,000 or $16,600 for
H saud the o.“y) material that’s not worth $50,”
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party wnm 1\“) wns still
/ he Missouri State Prison, aj
. - v squad of FBI agents were as-
signed to prevent the assassi-|

7 \ }?7 ‘/\/v /N <~ jation of Dr. King.”
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'Rai' Defender OK'd]

By Attorney General

Counsel Called ‘Assurance
0f On-Time Trial

The attorney general’s office
approves Judge W. Preston
Battle’s appointment of Public

, Defender Hugh Stanton as co-

~counsel for James Earl Ray,
charged with killing Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., a highly
placed source said last night.

The attorney general’s of-

 fice, it was said, sees Mr. Stan-
ton’s appointment as an assur-
ance that the trial will begin
March 3.

On Nov. 10, two days before|.

a previous trial date, Ray

" fired Arthur Hanes of Birming-|

ham, his counsel for four
months, and hired Percy Fore-
~man of Houston,

The law assures a defendant
*counsel of his own choosing.”
But it is not thought the appeal
courts would sustain Ray if he
tried repeatedly to switch

- counsel. If he should at the last

. minute want to dismiss Mr.’
. Foreman, continuity would be
assured by having the public
defender as co-counsel. i
In Birmingham yesterday'
Mr. Hanes fired back at Mr.
Foreman for remarks the tall
Texas made in Judge Battle’s
court Wednesday. Mr. Fore-
man told the court Mr. Hanes
had agreed to Nov. 12 as the
trial date “‘to meet the publica-
tion date of a book, and that
alone.”

“As far as I can ascertain,
Mr. Foreman is making no ef-
fort to get ready for the trial,”
Mr. Hanes retorted. ‘“We have
four brief cases full of stuff he
hasn’t even looked at. I as-
sume he will naw lat the public

defender do his work for him.”.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}
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Investigator's Pay Is Issue in Ray Case

By CLARK PORTEOUS

Press-Scimitar Sta{t Writer
Renfro Hays, private in-
vestigator who worked on
the James Earl Ray case,
today said that if he left Per-
¢y Foreman 890 worth of
material ‘it was a mistake.”
““I only meant to leave him
nine cents worth,” Hays

said. ‘It was only some
newspaper clippings and a
few old scribbled outlines.”

Foreman said in court ear-.

lier this week the informa-
tion Hays furnished wasn't
worth $90, much
$9,456.84 the investigator

. wants for it.

Hays says he spent months
investigating the Ray case.
He was employed by Arthur
J. Hanes, of Birmingham,
- .who was deposed as Ray’s
' attorney two days before the
trial started.

‘MY WORK’

“My work is all I have to
show for what is owed me,”
Hays said. ‘“The court di-
rected Mr. Hanes to turn
over the resuits of his work
to Mr. Foreman. But the
judge did not say anything
about my work.

“Mr. Hanes advised me to
hold my material until I was
© paid for it.”

Hays, a private investi-
gator_for. 12_years, works for
a group oﬂawyers and rare-

less the

R SIS ey U SR g

S "u‘ LA

RE\TFRO HAYS

k_v(m';ﬁwmu i

“ly takes work except for his

clients.

His phone is ngt listed and .

he is not available for rou-
tine investigations.

“Hanes would have
cleared Ray of a first degree
murder charge if the case
had gone to trial Nov. 12,”
Hays said.

He displayed a mass of
material including pictures,
a card file of all the witness-
es with helpful comments on
each and in some cases re-
ferring to typed statements
made by the witpesses. ..

“Mr.
fairly, but I have never been

Hanes treated me "

fu]ly paid for my work,”
Hays said. “Mr. Hanes
would give me expense mon-
ey now and then.”

Foreman, a Texas lawyer,
replaced Hanes two days be-
fore the trial was to start.

Hays produced a letter
written by Foreman in re-
gard to Hays’ bill. Foreman
said in the letter, dated Nov.
20, that he had asked Hanes
in Birmingham if Hays had
been paid. And he quoted
Hanes as saying Hays had
been fully paid and that he
(Hanes) did not owe him
anything.

The letter was written to
Hays' attorney.

“I have not been paid any-
thing whatever in this case,”
Foreman wrote. “I have no
funds with which to pay Mr.
Hays. 1 have diitle hope of
receiving any fees, although
1 intend to try. But if any
such fees are received, it
will  probably be many
months away. Whenever I
employ an investigator,
court reporter or any associ-
ate, I pay them at the end of
each week.

MONIES PAID

“I have no doubt that Mr.
‘Hays will be of great value

to me. As a matter of fact,
every question I have asked

Mr. Hanes thus far concern--
ing the case has been an-

“You..can get

swered with,
that from Mr. Hays.”

\

“It is my undorstdndmg
that all of the monies that
have been paid Mr. Hanes
have come from a magazine
writer, 1 have not and will
not accept any money from
this source or any other
writer until the trial has been
completed to the ]ury,” said
Foreman. S
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Sithan Case Cohtempt Ruling
Sets Precedent For Ray Trial

By ruling on a similar point in the case of Sirhan B. Sirhan,
the United States Supreme Court has indicated it would

uphold Criminal Court Judge

ruling in the case of attorney Arthur J. Hanes Sr. and private

investigator Renfro Hays,

This was the opinion yesterday of attorneys reading the
official report arriving here of the Supreme Court’s refusal
Monday to overthrow an order of the Los Angeles Court of

Common Pleas in the Sirhan
case. Sirhan is charged with
assassination of Senator Rob-
ert F, Kennedy.

¢ The intermediate courts up-
‘held an order of the Common
‘Pleas Court limiting pretrial
,publicity in the Sirhan case
;and the Supreme Court Mon-
'day refused to overthrow it.
The order affects only attor-
neys, law enforcement person-
nel and_courthouse employes.

W. Preston Battle’s contempt

criticisnz:”

of the press to print the news
in the Sirhan case.

To this extent it provides no
clue as to what the Supreme
Court would do in the case of
two Memphis reporters Judge
Battle cited for contempt along
with Mr, Hanes and Mr.
Hays.

But the Kaufman Report re-
cently issued by the Federal
Judicial Conference Commit-
tee on Operation of the Jury
System, which appears now to
be the accepted rule in federal
courts, makes a distinction be-
tween attorneys, law enforce-
ment officers and court .per-
sonnel as distinguished from
the press.

“The committee does not
presently recommend any di-
rect curb or restraint on publi-
cation by the press of poten-
tially prejudicial material,”
says the Kaufman Report.
... The press does not sim-
ply publish information about
trials but guards against the
miscarriage of justice by sub-|
jecting the police, prosecutors,
and judicial processes to ex-|
tensive..public scrunity and|

O .

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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| ast Ray Article
DuelnFebruary

Huie Says Last Of Three
Magazine Features Will
Precede Murder Trial

. Look magazine, which has
‘published two articles based
on information supplied by
James Earl Ray, will publish a
third and final article Feb. 18,
it was learned last night.

William Bradford Huie, who|

is writing the articles, said at
his home in Hartselle, Ala., the
magazine has decided to go
ahead with the third article
. Feb. 18 rather than wait until;
 after Ray’s trial starts.
i Ray is scheduled to go on
“‘trial in Criminal Court here
: March 3 on a charge of mur-
¢ dering Dr. Martin Luther King
i Jr. April4.  ——

;' «All that we know will be
i published, subject to the ad-
i vice of counsel,” Mr. Huie
¥ said. “Our attorney is John F.
: Harding, vice president and
; general counsel of the Cowles
: "Publishing Co. (publishers of
Look).”

A Memphis and Shelby

¢ mittee advising Judge W.
C Preston Battle on restraint of
, pretrial publicity in the Ray
" case has told the judge Mr.
. Huie is ‘“probably” in con-

¢ tempt of court for the two Ray|
f articles Look already has pub-|

* lished. However, the judge has

County Bar Association com-|

* not held Mr. Huig in contempt.

Mr. Huje’s book on the Kin
murder, %iﬂed “'I‘he§
Slew the Dreamer,” will be
published in March. It will ap-
pear in paperback and stiff-
cover editions simultaneously,
Mr. Huie said. Both the book
and the Look articles are
based on installments of long-

hand manuscript Ray sent to’

Mr. Huie from the Shelby
County Jail by his former at-
torney, Arthur J. Hanes of Bir-
mingham.

Ray has since replaced Mr.
Hanes with Percy Foreman, a
Houston attorney.

T

Mr. Huie returned Saturday
from a week’s trip retracing
Ray’s wanderings in Mexico
from Oct. 6 to Nov. 14, 1967.
Ray spent most of the time at
two fashionable resorts, Puer-
to Vallarta and Acapulco, on
the Pacific coast, according to
Mr. Huie.

Mr. Huie said he will spend
most of next week visiting the
Missouri State Prison at Jef-
ferson City, from which Ray
escaped in April 1967, and the
Missouri Psychiatric Hospital
at Fulton, where Ray was ex-

amined for passihle psychosis.
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"’Ray Guilty Plea
s Considered

Stanton And Foreman Talk;
Discussion Refused By
Attorney General

A possible guilty plea for
James Earl Ray, charged with
the murder of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr,, has been dis-
cussed between' defense coun-

~sel and taken up with the at-|
. torney general’s office, it was
learned last night. i

- Public Defender Hugh Stan-|:
_‘,ton, co-defense counsel with
Houston attorney Percy Fore-
man, confirmed that the twol!

have discussed the possibility [:
of a guilty nlea far their 42-
year-old client.

Mr. Stanton did not say
wh'ether a possible plea of
guilty has been taken up with
Ray himself in his suite at the
Shelby County Jail. Ray is
scheduled to go on tria] March
3 before Criminal Court J udge
W. Preston Battle.

. The attorney general’s of-
ice, 1t was learned, refused to
discuss a guilty plea for Ray
as a mere possibility. It is be-
lieved to have refused to dis-
cuss the matter short of a spe-
cif'~ offer to plead guilty.
Technically, Atty. Gen. Phil
M. Canale could refuse to
agree to a guilty plea on any
terms, but Tudge Battle or the
jury could overrule him.

Even in the event of a guilty]
lea, there could be a trial,
with full presentation of the
state's evidence, if the prose- |
cution insisted on it as neces-
sary to assure what it consid-
ered a severe enough sen-
tence. )

In Tennessee the jury, mnot
the judge, fixes the sentence.
The jury, even when there is a
guilty plea, hears either the
full evidence or a condensed
version  ‘“stipulated to” byl
prosecution and defense.

When convicted of armed
robbery in St. Louis nine years
ago Ray refused advice of
counsel to plead guilty and
was sentenced to 20 years in
state prison. * T 7

«A co-defendant who plead-
ed guilty got a much shorter
sentence,” Richard D. Schrie-
ber, defense counsel in the
case, told The Commercial Ap-
peal ‘by telephone last night. It
is - this sentence Ray was serv-
ing when he escaped from the
Missouri State Prison at Jef-
ferson City April 23, 1967.

A possible clue as to how
Ray might look on a guilty
plea is contained in the long-
hand manuscript he prepared
for free lance writer William
Bradford Huie to use in a se-
.ries of articles for Look maga-
zine. Mr. Huie says Ray’s ac-
_count leaves no doubt he was
at least involved in a conspira-
¢y to kill Dr. King. .

~ Mr. Canale has said he will

confer with Mr. Huie as to the

possible uge of thg Ray manu-

[

script as evidence in the trial.
s : T ———————————
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Forerfian Sued
For SO

Onetime Ray Investigator
Calls Lawyer’s Remarks
‘False, Defamatory’

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

Percy Foreman, chief coun-
sel for James Earl Ray, was
sued in United States District
Court here yesterday for $250,-
000 damages by a private in-
vestigator who until two
months ago was employed in
gatherng evidence for Ray's
defense.

Renfro Hays, who worked on
the case with Arthur J. Hanes
of Birmingham, Ray’s former
attorney, charges that Mr.
Foreman made ‘“‘false and de-
famatory statements’ concern-
ling his work and caused him
pain and mental anguish.”

Ray, charged with the April
4, 1968, murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., is scheduled
to go on trial here March 3.

The damage suit cites a
statement made by Mr. Fore-
man in Criminal Court here
Dec. 18 that “private investi-
gator Renfro Hays wants
$9,000 or $10,000 for material
not worth $90.”

Charles M. Murphy, who
filed the suit for Mr. Hays,

legal grounds although the
statements phiactad, to were
made in open court.

“If I didn’t think the offend-
ing statements exempt from
the claim of privilege, I would
not have filed the suit,” he
said.

As the result of Mr. Fore-
man’s statements, the suit al-
leges Mr. Hays has “lost in-
vestigating contracts and been
unable to obtain employment.”

Mr. Hays was dismissed as
an investigator Nov. 10, the

as his attorney. The suit says
Mr. Hays had accumulated a
thick file of evidence “‘equiva-
lent to the value of the life of

|James Earl Ray”’ but that Mr.
IForeman did not examine it.

Mr. Hays also sued Ray in
Chancery Court for $11,146, the
value he places on his services
in Ray’s behalf. The courtis
asked to order Sheriff William
N. Morris to hold for public
sale, after they are used as
evidence in the coming trial, a
white Mustang automobile and
a Remington rifle said to be-
long to Ray. The proceeds
would be applied, if Mr. Hays
win his suit, to pay for the
investigating services. )

The Ray trial prosecution is
expected to say that the white
Mustang was used by Ray in
making his escape from Mem-
phis and (that thagun was the
murder weapon.

said he was confident of the’
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same day Ray fired Mr. Hanes'

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

— PAGR /7
— COMNERCIAL APPEAL

— HMEMPHIS, TENN,

Date: / "(/“é 7'

Edition:

Author:

Eldltox':E qu‘m R‘ ,AHLGREN

Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting O(Hcemmm

(] Being Investigated

YA S
{ SEARCHED. ... ANDEXED...__
SERIALIZED 454, FILED.... .45,

JAN 1 1069 ’

FBI — MEMPHIS

="

= A4




FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

" ..\\’

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

4

‘gelesTuesday D e s

Challenge Seen
ror Ray Jurors

Method Of Selection May
Face Inquiry Similar
To Sirhan Strategy

Defense counsel for James
Earl Ray have studied the jury
rolls in Shelby County, appar-
ently with a view to challeng-
ing the method of jury selec-
tion as counsel for Sirhan Sir-
han are doing in Los Angeles.
County Jury Commissioner

reviewing the “method of jury
selection when ha_was last in
Memphis, Dec. 18.
. Ray will go on_trial before
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle March'3 on a charge,
‘of slaying Dr. Martin.Luther
King Jr.: The trial of Sirhan for
the slaying of Senator Robert
F. Kennedy started in Los An-
Grant Cooper, who heads the
Sirhan defense, has chalienged
[the constitutionality of Califor-
nia’s jury system—and the le-
gality of Sirhan’s indictment—
on the ground that certain. ex-
emptions frnm inny service
amount to decnmmatxon L

|Tennessee include also phar-
‘fmacists,
‘imembers of the clergy. :
| - Tennessee .law provides that
1n0 woman.'may be required to

Robert Horne yesterday de-j,
clined- -to discuss -the: matter|:
.but - confirmed: that " Percy}
Foreman, who heads Ray’s de-{.
fense, spent time in his office|,

1a reversal on the ground that

optometrists  and

serve on a jury if she asks to
be excused. Names of men
predominate over those of
women on the jury rolls. Wom-
en serve only now and then on
Criminal Court juries.
Only at wide intervals does a
woman serve on a jury in a
capital case. This is because
jury dormitories are not set up
to accommodate women. A
woman juror in a lockup case
must stay at a hotel and
this requires an extra guard.
“Jail-house Iawyers,” most-
ly in the state prison at Nash-
ville, still try occasionally for

Negroes are discriminated
against in composing grand
and petit juries. But for about
seven years the jury rolls have
carried a representative pro-
portion of Negroes. Responsi-

doned this avenue of attack.
Atty. Gen. George Mec-
Canless said in Nashville that
to his knowledge the composi-
tion of juries in Tennessee has
never been challenged on the
ground that certain profession-
al men are not required to
serve, nor women except at
thelr will and pléasure.

" In ~“both <California ‘and|
;| Tennessee, lawyers, physicians
.Jand teachers are exempt from
|jury service. Exemptions in

ble attorneys have about aban-|'
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Reporter To Speak

Charles Edmundson, report-
er for The Commercial Ap-
peal, will discuss *‘Contempt of
Court and Freedom of  the
Press” before members of the
Tennessee Press Association
at their annual convention Fri-
day in Nashville. Mr. Edmund-
son has become personally in-
volved in his coverage of court
bans leading up to the March 3
trial of James Earl Ray, ac-

cused of the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr, -
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SHERIFF AT SIRHAN TRIAL—Sheriff William N. Morris, left, of Memphis, and Sher-
-iff Peter Pitchess of Los Angeles County, discuss security measures, Morris observed
- that “He (James Earl Ray) seems more cognizant of the seriousness of the situation

than Sirhan Sirhan,” adding that Sirhan seems to be “in good spirits and smiles fre-
- quently.” Morris observed methods used in Los Angeles for providing closed - circuit

television for the overflow crowd of newsmen covering the trial—not allowed thus far
in Memphis for the Ray trial—and indicated he might urge Judge W. Preston Battle to

-allow the television set-up during the trial in Memphis in March. Sirhan is on trial in
the death of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and Ray faces trial in the death of Dr. Martin

Luther King. o —United Press lnremoﬁo:uehﬂo
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Witnéss Loses L

Squad Car Ride |
To Buy Whiskey|

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON [

There are limits beyond|
which the Memphis Police De-
partment will not go in the,
surveillance of a key witness:
in an important murder trial. |

Chief of Police Henry Lux,
said last night the three-shift'
bodyguard assigned to protect
Charles Quitman Stephens 57-
year-old witness in the James'
Earl Ray murder trial, was‘
told to quit prov1d1ng him!
transportation after he insisted'
they take him to a hquor store!
in a squad car. |

1

“Under certain conditions,
the bodyguards were giving|
Mr. Stephens police transpor-[
tation to make surveillance:
easier,” Chief Lux said. “After|
he wanted a car used to go for'
liquor,. I told the guard not to
take him anywhere in a squad
car.”

Mr. Stephens is said to have‘
seen a man run from the sec-!
ond floor of a South Main
rooming house just after the
fatal shooting April 4 of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

Mr. Stephens was kept in
protective custody in the Shel-
by County Jail for 30 days end-
ing Aug. 21. Although this was
done “to keep him from being
disposed of,” according to an
assistant attorney general, Mr.
Stephens was freed on habeas
corpus proceedings.

"There was testimony in that
hearing that Mr. Stephens has
a drinking problem. The police
bodyguard has been main-
itamed since Mr. Stephens left
 jail. Chief Lux said his order
‘on transportatlon will be car-
'ried out in such a way as not
_to diminish Mr. Stephen’s pro-
‘tection, but he would not
elaborate. )

Ameemav—0 fl‘
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Morris May Seck
Security Changes

Sheriff ‘Interested’ In TV
For Sirhan Trial Press

L.OS ANGELES, Jan. 13. —
(AP) — There may be modifi-
cations in the plans for han-
dling security and the press at
the Memphis trial of James
Earl Ray, Shelby County Sher-
iff William Morris said here
Monday. P

Morris, in Los Angeles to
observe procedures at the trial
of Sirhan B. Sirhan, said he
was “interested” in methods
used here for providing
closed-circuit television for the!
overflow crowd of newsmen:
covering the trial.

Sirhan is being tried on
charges of murder in the death
of Senator Robert Kennedy.

Morris is in charge of securi-
ty arrangements at Ray’s trial |
on charges of murder in the,
April 4 slaying of Dr. Martin!
Luther King Jr. in Memphis. |

“I think Judge (W. Preston) l
Battle will be receptive to:
hearing what we have to say:
about the setup here and possi-
bly altgring spme of our
plans,” Morris said.
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Silent Ray Spends -

6 Minutes in Court

By CLARK PORTEOUS
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer
* Six minutes in the life of James Earl Ray:
: He was led into the courtroom at 10:52 a.m. by two
Sheriff’s deputies and sat behind Hugh Stanton, 72, chief

‘public defender who is aiding in the defense and handling it -

while Ray’s chief counsel, Percy Foreman, is ill.
Ray looked neat. He was wearing the same dark blue

-suit with a check design of the same color that he has worn

in previous court appear-
~ances. He had on a white
shirt and solid blue tie. He
looked rather pale, which is

" understandable as “he has

been in custody since June 8
‘when he was arrested in
London. He has been in

Shelby County jail since July
18. ‘

When

.reported he had a nervous
habit of pulling on his left
.ear lobe. During the six min-
,-utes he was in court he did
. not touch his ear.
... Graying a bit at the tem-
“.ples” and in the back, his
.-dark hair was neatly
“trimmed. He stood with oth-
-ers in the court when Judge
Preston Battle entered

! immediately/after his own -

entry.

Then Ray sat quietly look- -

ing at the Judge, who did
ost of the talking, and
Jistened _intently, After a
\£otple "of ‘minutes he put his

Ray was being,
" -sought as a suspect the FBI -

right arm on the arm of his '

chair and his hand on his

-thigh. He pulled his feet up |
-under the chair and sat mot- -
- ionless except for an occa- '
sional  slight motion of his -

head.

.~ Once he glanced at Stan. -

ton.

When court recessed, Stan.

-ton leaned over and told Ray

he was going to call Fore-"

man and tell him of the
judge’s instructions (to pro-

ceed with the case for trial .

March 3 if humanly possi-

ble) and that he would see :
Ray after talking with Fore-

man. .

Ray barely nodded, indi-
cating he understood — but
didn’t say a word.

He was led out of the court- °
room at 10:58. He hadn’t:
said a word. All he has said -

in previous appearances was

“yes, sir’ a counle of times
- == a total of four words,

ARSI VIR
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 fodge Gives Order

.

‘Stanton Readied

In Ray

By

ROY B. HAMILTON

Press-Scimitar Statf Writer

Public defender Hugh Stanton

de ready to assume full responsibility for the defense of

James Earl Ray, if for any reason,

withdraw as counsel.

The instructions were issue

d by Criminal Court Judge W.

Preston Battle during a six-minute hearing attended by Ray.

In issuing the order,
that he wanted the Ray trial
to begin as scheduled on
March 3 “if humanly possi

. ble.”

Foreman has been ill with
influenza and pneumonia in
Houston and sent word he
was unable to come to Mem-
phis. Battle had asked the
Texas attorney and Stanton
to give him a progress re-

_ port on their trial prepara-
tions. -

»

CLEAR ORDER
Battle said he was sorry to
hear about Foreman’s illness

_ but he made it clear he
. wanted no further delay in

the trial, which has already -

been continued once.

Battle told Stanton that he
- wanted his office “to pre-
pare this case in such a
“manner that if for any rea-
son it becomes necessary
‘your office could take full
charge of his defense.”

James A. Blackwell, Crim-
inal Court clerk, was or-
dered to draw up a copy of
the order and send it to

Foreman. The judge asked.

for another progress report
- on Friday, Feb. 14.

.. Stanton, who had been ap-
_ pointéa previously to assist

Battle repeated his earlier assertion

. Foreman, said his work on

the case so far had con-
vinced him there is still
“work to be done.”
NO ASSURANCE
Said Stanton: “We have

Sr. today was ordered to ‘

Percy Foreman has to -

accumulated quite a batch of :

evidence.”

But he said he could not
say “with assurance” the de-
fense could be ready for trial
by March 3.

Stanton, 72, a tall, white
haired, distinguished looking
man, has been practicing
law in Memphis for 43 years
and is regarded as elder
statesman of local criminal
lawyers. As head of the Pub-
lic Defender’s office, he was
named by Battle as associ-
ate defense counsel when
Foreman said Ray had no
funds to help in his defense.

Ray, charged with murder
in the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King in Mem-
phis last April, also has on
his defense team Stanton’s
son, Hugh Stanton Jr.

The state was represented

at the hearing by Atty. Gen. -

Phil Canale and his two trial

assistants, Robert K. Dyvyel\

and James BeaSiey.

-
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—Press-Scimitar Staff Photo by Tom Barber

. CARRYING BALL FOR RAY .
Hugh Stanton Sr., left, public defender, and his son -
and aide, Hugh Stanton Jr. leave Courthouse after the .
"+ defender was told by Judge Preston Battle to be pre-
* - pared to assume full responsibility for James Earl Ray’s
- defense i in the Martin Luthel: ng slaymg. e
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Foreman Visits Doctor,

By JOHN MEANS

James Earl Ray’s chief counsel went to a doctor yesterday|.

in Houston, Texas, but no one seemed to know whether he is

too sick to appear with his famous client in Judge Preston
Battle’s courtroom this morning.

Mrs, Perey Foremsn would only say, “He went to the

4,

A R ncorm s gt fesan b .
H searnzap. 1 haven™ heard Ttem .

B
*-i~ or N
éu(u AT A S Yo L PR
r

whaety Conngy Pudlie Defender Hugh Stanton, who 18 Mr.
R SR

Yoreman's co-counsel, said he L
understood his flamboyant col- $107  transmission from the
|league had contracted »pneu-icounmom’ de§p1te hl? rfeport
lmonia during a bout with the to Judge Battle on the Sirhan
Sirhan trial in Los Angeles,

iflu. Mr. Foreman’s illness was levisi
‘expected to leave Mr. Stanton| #Nere such a television system
is in operation.

alone to report to Judge Battle - .
today on the progress of Ray’s ‘The sheriff Sa:ld‘,‘ however,
“it's a good possibility” a sys-

defense. . .
tem will be devised to allow

Mr. Foreman had been SEE
scheduled to appear with Ray|Photographs and filming of Ray

today, to tell Judge Battle{aWay from the courthouse.
whether he needed another| “It'S pretty much yes” if the
continuance to prepare his procedures can be worked out
defense for the man accused of {0 Satisfy the judge. Judge
assassinating Dr. Martin Lu-|Battle said only: “It's still be-
ther King Jr. last April 4. ing discussed. I haven’t agreed
Ray will appear in court,|to it yet.” Sy
with or without Mr. Foreman, I
which means the maximum se-
curity procedures will go into
effect around the Shelby Coun-
ty Jail and Criminal Courts
Building again. The security.
measures are a rehearsal for,
the March 3 trial date, assum-
jing mno further delays are
granted.
Judge Battle indicated at
Mr. Foreman’s last appear-
ance in his courtroom that he

would not look favorably on
further requests for continu-
. ance.

The securily measures were
the subject of a meeting be-
tween J u d g e Battle, Sheriff
William N. Morris Jr. and the
sheriff’s press officer, Charles
Holmes, yesterday. |

Sheriff Morris said the meet-}
ing resulted in a decision not;
to allow closéd tircuit televi-|

i
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Spothght On Ray Case Palesﬂ\r
Beside Gaudy Garﬁson Style

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

The legal profession is
watching the contrast between
the no-holds-barred, pre-trial
conduct of principals in the
New Orleans case against Clay
Shaw, accused by Dist. Atty.
Jim Garrison as a conspirator
in the assassination of Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy, and the
stringent guidelines Iaid down

by the trial judge here in the'’

upcoming trial of James Earl

Ray, accused in the murder of
. . the truth about President Ken-

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
. The ieverish, two-year -long
. drive of Garrison to establish
. an entirely new theory of the
. assassination of President
! Kennedy may have foundered
on the evidence of X-ray pic-
- tures of the late Pre51dents
* wounds,
. Mr. Garrison’s case has
: been built on the theory that
Kennedy was shot by two, or
- possibly three, gunmen situat-
ed in front of and at alevel.
. below that of their victim.
Four physicians of high repute
now have studied 69 hitherto
, little-publicized X-ray photos
- of President Kennedy's
" wounds and found the shots
were fired from above and
s slightly to the rear of the Pres-
i jdent’s car.

The X-ray photos which
have stopped Mr. Garrison—at
. least for the time being—were
. the subject of a report made

public Thursday. The six-foot,}.

six-inch Mr. Garrison prompt-
ly sent an assistant before
General Sessions Judge
Charles W. Halleck in Wash-
ington and asked access to the
pictures.

Judge Halleck replied he

would release the photographs
to Mr. Garrison only if he werg;:

shown this was not ‘‘a fishing
. expedition, a frivolous attempt

to obtain what certainly must|-
be sensa(_on,_l_x.,ray pictures

and material.”

(Manns 1 _»

Mr. Garrison, known in New

Orleans” as the ‘Jolly Green

' Giant,” impatiently has swept

_aside all previous contradic-

- tions exposed in his’ “‘evi-

1
y
{
|

dence’ by such reporters as
those for The New York
Times, The New Yorker maga-

" zine and the National Broad-
- casting Company.

The Commercial Appeal also
has looked into: Garrison’s
charges. Yesterday he acoused
United States Atty/ Gen. Ram-
sey Clark of seeking to hide

nedy's murder. But New Or-
leans observers said there ap-

"peared to be reason to suspect

he may welcome a chance to
bring to an end his endlessly
changing projection of a presi-
dential murder plot which he

. has peopled, at one time or
- another, with 18 nlotters,

The prime target of Mr. Gar-

' rison’s charges, Mr. Shaw, a

retired director of the Interna-

* tional Trade Mart in New Or-

, Garrison will go into court at!
10 a.m. tomorrow and ask that

leans who has visited and spo-

" ken in Memphis, was to have

gone on trial before Criminal
District Court Judge Edward
A. Haggerty Tuesday.

In view of the X-rays, Mr.

. the trial be continued.

If the motion is denied, Mr.

" Garrison could drop the prose-

cution and withdraw from the

. glare of publicity he has

basked in since November,

' 1966.

Some responsible New Or-

leans citizens would apparent-

ly approve. Their sentiments

" seem to have been summed up
by Aaron M. Kohn, managing},

director of the Metropolitan

" New Orleans Crime Commis-

. sion, who said, ‘“Garrison nev-

- er lets the responsibilitigs of

- being a prosecutor mtcrfere

with being ‘a politiélan.”
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1t is not entirely clear wheth-
er Mr. Garrison thinks Lee

. Harvey QOswald, the man gen-|.

. erally considered President
~ Kennedy’s assassin, fired cne
or more of the fatal shots.
Among a long array of hy-
potheses, Mr. Garrison has on
occasion assumed the exist-
ence of a ‘“‘second Lee Harvey
Oswald,” without fully distin-
guishing between the role of
the No. 1 and No. 2 claimants
to the name.
Many of his principal plot-
ters are drawn from New Or-
leans’ populous and bizarre un-

~ derworld. Some of his “‘wit-|

nesses’” have been ex-convicts,

homosexuals, narcotics addicts|

and former mental patients.

New Orleans may well be|
drawing unflattering compari-|’
sons between Mr. Garrison’s|:

. performance and the manner

- the Shelby County Criminal

. Court and district attorney’s

.. office are preparing for the
trial of Ray.

While Judge Haggerty has
jmposed no limits on Mr. Gar-
rison's television appearances
and cross-country personal ap-

v pearances, Judge W. Preston
Battle has limited pretrial pub-
licity in the Ray case by for-
bidding intgrviews from being

i given by law officers and the®

s,
L e
o

sa MM
3 5

22

k!

Pistol-Packing Garrison And Assistant

s .we.-:‘wa

District Attorney With Andrew Sciambra (Right)

attorney general’s staff. While
Mr. Garrison has welcomed
the tales of hangers-on who
always appear in the wake of a
sensational murder, here Atty.
Gen. Phil M. Canale has stuck
to the responsible evidence
and kept much of that to him-
self pending the trial.

« J})n Judge Battle’s attempt to
/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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stop the press from printing
the news developments in the
Ray case, opinion is more
mixed. In a long article in The
New Yorker, Edward J. Ep-,
stein notes that it is the press
and TV that have stood in the
way of Mr. Garrison's attempt
to convict Mr. ‘Shaw even be-

fore the trial opens. ¥~
o . b ?,...3 PPN
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'Fofhjer King Aide Volunteery
“To Serve As Counsel For Ray

By ANGUS McEACHRAN

James Earl Ray reportedly was sent a telegram last night
from a former aide of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. offering to

take over Ray’s defense.
It was sent to Ray, charge

[N

-

d with the April 4 murder of Dr.

King, at the Shelby County Jail by the Rev. James L. Bevel, a
Southern Christian Leadership Conference director.

The text of the telegram, according to sources, read:

“I would like to inform you that I would be very happy to

fake your case without fee. I
was present at the Lorraine
Hotel when Dr. King was
killed. You have been charged
with murdering him. Of
course, I know that you are not

guilty.”

The telegram was also said
t0 have contained added de-
tails of where the Rev. Mr.
Bevel could be reached in
Philadelphia.

Sheriff William N. Moms Jr
‘confirmed last night that Ray
had received a telegram but
ideclined to reveal the contents

'and the name of the sender.

In Philadelphia, a woman
who identified herself as an
- aide to the Rev. Mr. Bevel told
;The Commercial Appeal such
a telegram had been sent but
fall details would have to come
from the minister.

’ “Reverend Bevel is in a
imeeting in the city right now
‘and it is impossible to reach
'him,” said Miss Beverly Ster-
ner. “I can only say that a
telegram has gone to James
Earl Ray offering assistance.”

Miss Sterner was reached at
the residence of the Rev. Mr.
Bevel.

There was no answer at the
Rev. Mr. Bevel’s home early
today.

(o

The latest strange develop-
ment in a case which has been
overlaid with mystery and
strange developments, started
to unfold early yesterday aft-
ernogn-when Reuters, a British
wire service, -received a tele:

phone call at its New York
office saying the telegram had
been sent,

In Atlanta, headquarters for
the SCLC, a high-ranking
spokesman told The Commer-
cial Appeal the Rev. Mr. Bevel |
“has been under a lot of pres-!
sure lately. Since Dr. King’s
death, he has gone into a deep
depression, and if he sent that
telegram he is speaking for.
himself.”

In SCLC, the Rev, Mr. Bevel
is known as somewhat of a
mystic. With his balding top
and full beard he has the ap-
pearance of a monk.

An ordained minister, he
does not have a law degree
and therefore there is little
likelihood he could represent
Ray in court. The trial is
scheduled to begin March 3.

Observers close to SCLC
said Dr. King relied on the
Rev. Mr. Bevel to keep him in
touch with the young and most
militant Negroes because he
could speak their language.

In last year's Poor People’s
March to Washington, the
SCLC director was sent to
Memphis to recruit young
marchers. But he reportedly
created so much dissention in
Negro ranks when he tried to
persuade youths to leave

other
from Atlanta.

He was ‘sent Jater to Phlla-
delphia as dxrectcg;__oqun“a-vx-

school before final examina-|.
tions that he was replaced by
SCLC staff members,

olent education,, .

<4
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OFFERS “HELP — The
Rev. James L. Bevel, a
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference . director, |
“‘repertedly has sent James
. Earl Ray a telegram offer-
ing to take over the de-
fense of| Ray, charged with
the murder of Dr. Martin

Luther, King Jr. ,
’ T, ~Statf Photo .
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By P. H,

The Rev. Mr. Bevel, 32-y
nonviolent and direct action p

sources, read:

“1 would like to inform you
that I would be very happy to
take your case without fee.l

Hotel when Dr. King was
killed. You have been charged
with murdering him. Of
course, I know that you are not
guilty.”

“I have evidence that, if pre-
sented to a jury, would free
him (Ray),” the Rev. Mr.
Bevel said.

But in a telephone conversa-
tion at his home in Philadel-
phia yesterday, the balding
minister told The Commercial
Appeal, “I have many reasons
for wanting to defend Mr. Ray,
but to discuss the evidence at
this point would be to his dis-
advantage.” - -

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said that
he did not know or care what
Ray's attorney, famed Texas
lawyer Percy Foreman,
thought of his offer. “If Mr.
Ray wants me to defend him I
will. I don’t know what Mr.
Foreman will do.”

Mr. Foreman, in bed with
pneumonia at his home in
Houston, was not available for
comment.

“I am confident that Mr.

on the basis of evidence I now
'have,” the Rev. Mr. Bevel

——ET

‘'said. &

‘Ray would not be found guilty

Bevel Declines To Divulge
His ‘Evidence’ In Ray Case

BREESE

The Rev. James L. Bevel, a ranking figure in the Sonthern
Christian Leadership Conference, declined yesterday to elab-
orate on evidence he claims could free James Earl Ray, ac-
cused in the murder of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr,

ear-old director of the SCLC’s
rogram, sent a telegram Satur-

day to Ray in the Shelby County Jail which, according to

Shelby County Public De-
fender Hugh Stanton declined

wags present at the Lorraine|to comment on the Bevel state-

ment.

There is little possibility the
minister, who was born at Iita
Bena, Miss., could ever repre-
sent Ray in court. He does not
have a law degree.

cations, the Rev. Mr. Bevel
said, “Well, I've been arrested
25 times.” He added that he

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Court Turns Down
~ Reporters” Appeal

Review Of Contempt Ruling
Is Refused

From The Commercial Appeat
Nashville Bureay

NASHVILLE, Jan. 20. —The
Tennessee Supreme Court
Monday refused to review the
Case of two Memphis newspa-
per reporters cited for con-
tempt for violating court or-
ders on pretrial publicity in
the James Earl Ray murder
case.

The high court gave no rea-
son for denying a petition for a
Writ of certiroari, which if
granted would have opened the
way for a Supreme Court re-
view of the contempt citation.

On Sept. 30, Criminal Court
Judge Preston Battle ruled the
‘reporters — Charles Edmund-
son of The Commercial Appeal
and Roy Hamilton of the Mem-
phis Press-Seimitar — and two
other men were in contempt
of court, « »

He did not impose sentence
on any of the men pending
their “future actions” despite
a request by attorneys for
.Memphis Publishing Co., that
sentence be handed down
promptly so the case might be
appealed.

Others cited by Judge Battle
were Arthur Hanes, then an
attorney for Ray, and Renfro
Hays, a private investigator
who worked for Mr. Hanes.
Ray is accused of the sniper
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
KingJr. « == 4

In November, the newsmen
through their attorney peti-
tioned Court of Criminal Ap-
peals Judge Mark Walker of
Covington to review the con-
tempt citation. Judge Walker
denied the petition, saying in
effect that a contempt citation 44)
is not final until punishment isi
imposed and that the appea
was prem.étkure." S

/
< d v

o\
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NewsmenTo Appeal

Confen]_gjgtaﬁons

|Attorney Says He'll Go To
Supreme Court

The United States Supreme
Court will be asked to review
the contempt of court conwvic-
tion of two Memphis newspa-
per reporters, their attorney,
Armistead «ﬂa,x.__,said last
night. - '

With the Tennessee Supreme
Court refusing to review the
conviction of Charles Edmund-
son of The Commercial Appeal
and Roy Hamilton of the
Press-Scimitar, Mr. Clay said
the federal Supreme Court will
be asked to intervene.

Mr.
Hamilton were found guilty by
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle September 30 of
having violated his order to
limit pretrial publicity in the

case O ames Earl Ray,
chargeds';v%me murder of

Edmundson and Mr.|,

!Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

! The defense has maintained
that limitations on the press
violate the constitutional guar-
antee of a free press.

The defense cited a passage
from tl;g__U__,,S. Supreme
Court’s opinion in the Shep-
pard murder case, appealed

from Cleveland, saying, ‘“The
press does not simply publish
information about trials but
guards against the miscar-
riage of justice by subjecting
the police, prosecutors and ju-

]dicial processes xtensive
’public scrutiny and criticism.”
Mr. Clay also cited the re-
port of a committee headed by
Judge Irving R. Kaufman of
the United States Circuit Court '
of Appeals on the “Free Press '
—Fair Trial Issue.” This re-
port, accepted as governing
procedure in the federal
courts, said, ‘‘The committee
does not presently recommend
any direct curb or restraint on
‘publication by th of po-
tentially prejudicial material.”
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A Ry Attormey

Ce-Counsei Role Ruled Out
Secause King Associate
Lacks Law Degree

By JEFFERSON RIKER
The Rev. James Bevel yes-
terday failed in his attempt to
assict in the defense of James
Earl Ray, charged in the as-
snssnation of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Crirainal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle ruled that the
Rev. Mr. Bavel cannot serve
as Rav’s ce-coursel because he
is no- a lawyer. Percy Fore-
me is Dav's chief defense at-
terney. o -
| nir. Forviman-and the Rev.
IMr. Beve!, a former aide to
Dr. King, conferred yesterday
(with  Judge Battle after a
\T‘nursday night visit to Ray in
lthe Si:elby County Jail.

! Judae Battle said he- ex-
iplained that a law degree is
‘required to practice law in
"Tenriessee. The Rev. Mr, Bev-
el has said he is a Jawyer “by
circumstances.” - ’

He claimed a week ago that
he has evidence, which he de-
clined to disclose, which would
acquit Ray. But the SCLC of-
fice in Atlanta said Thursday
Mr. Bevel was misquoted and
makes no such claim.

Sheriff William N. Morris

Jr., responsible for Ray’s pre-

irial custody, was out of the
city last nicht, but Chief Depu-

ty Roy Nixon said the visit to -

Ray in his maximum security
quarters was made with the
approval of both Judge Battle
and the sheriff.

The Rev. Mr. Bevel, 32, dis-
cussed the case Thursday
night with a group of ministers
who had been attending the
general board mectint of the
National Council of Churches
here, leading observers to
speculate that he might have

" made himself liable to possible

contempt action.

An amicus curiae (friend of
the court) committee appoint-
ed by Judge Battle to assist in

the case reportedly.was con-

sidering recommending . that
the judge issue_a contempt
citation. = .

—~—
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MUNICH, Germany. — (UPI) — James Earl Ray ¢id
. kil Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a German-American
'\o’ charged today in anopen Ietter to Judge W. Preston
Baitle of the \Iunphxs (Tenn.) Criminal Court.
Joachim Joesten, author of such books as '‘The Dark
ol \t Lyndon B. Johnson,” *“The Garrison Enquiry” and
st Assassin or Fe all Guy?,” said in his letter he has
savad a 45,600-word docis — e o
“homation onthe cuse WRICE  commit the murder and is
h: is mailing to Battle, tae  rying to shield, through the
Ze.. Ralph Abernathy, the  gaerifice of a scapegoat, the |
~merican Civil Liberiies Un-  rea]l assassin of Dr. King
- and a few newspapers. whose identity is well known
‘e claimed Ray Wwas g the FBL.”
surged with murder by the  — yo cjaimed that Ray, be-
‘e of Tennessee “‘on the  ooiq0 of his criminal record
ans of o deliberately false  and pis involvement in the
and fraudulent FBITeport.”” eonspiracy to kill King, has.
According to Joesten, “the | peen” hut under pressure to
FBI knows that Ray didnot  pjead guilty in return for a

o promise of leniency.

Joesten did not say where
he obtained the information
he claims tp have. .

No Comment
From Judge

Judge Battle will have no .
comment on the Joesten let-
ter until he has a chance to
read it, Charles Holmes, who

. is in charge of public infor- -
mation in the Ray case an-
" nounced. = i
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Sevel Claims Ray Innocent

Q> 2 TriShteQer ende 1725 49 TS~

) ‘ | ‘ .

o , o . o

1N ASSassination r. NInNQ
The bearded ‘Negro min‘ister,‘ //

- the Rev. James L. 2

pres e rraine Hotel.

in Iéemphis when Martin Lu-: P 9

- ther King, Jr. was slain, said. - Bevel?s belegrany, to Ray|.
this week he has ‘‘evidence” said:

to ve James Earl Ray in-| . “I would like to inform you: g
ot gi'» that I would be very happy Te S '17 e DZ' Tendo—

«+ nocent of the crime. i !
The Rev. Bevel, 32, an of-§ to take your case without
fee. I was present at the Lor- M wm ”‘/00 "I T( My

ficial of the Southern Christian " e !
* Leadership Conference, said he/§ raine hotel when Dr. King was
i killed. You have been charged

has offered to take Ray’s case!§ f . C _
without a fee. ¥ with murdering him, Of course, Y ~248 *ééz
I know you are not guilty.” '

Bevel, who has no law de-|!
l Copies of the telegram also
were sent to various news-‘

gree, declined to discuss his!'
papers.

i

evidence.
‘, “In terms of discussing speci-|
+ fices, that wouldn’t be to his'
- (Ray’s) best benefits,”” Bevel
" said.
Asked what will happen to
: the evidence if Ray does not
accept his - help, Bevel said:
“I guess he’d go to jail or
to the electric chair or what-
% ever you do to those people,
# Il just keep it.” -
- Ray is jailed in Memphis
¢~ awaiting trial for murder in
i the slaying of King, founder of
~ the SCLC. King was shot as he

stood on the hotel balcony last

April 4. Ray’s trial has been’
™ postponed until March,
; Bevel, sitting on a bamboo
© chair in a neatly furnished
© apartment in the heart of the!
+ north Philadelphia ghetto, said' .
i he does not know Ray's present| ] ! —— ;
" attorneys. . " in Birmingham and once in'
t  “Possibly we would not ~ Selma, Al -
£ groove together,” he said. . Bevel had gone to Memph‘isl_
% The. SCLC’s Atlanta head-| - T ) .
| quarters made clear Bevel| ' VA 7 - ;
4 was speaking for himself, notl~ Y / ?f ’M ¢ "“5}0?
i the SCLC. . ,
| “He has been under a lot ofi . wbHEL—_ INDEAL
| pressure lately,” the SCLC: ~ ERIAVZED £44, FHEN gee
gaid of Bevel. | 'A@“L
| “Since Dr. King’s death, he|l. :
has gone into a deep depressionl..‘?;f acivie
and if he sent_ the telegram,i; Mﬁ
he is spéaking for himself,”|

|

an SCLC spokesman said. -

Asked why he waited so
long to come forth with his
evidence, Bevel said it was
not until now he felt he “had
enough e vidence. . . enough
o come fo the conclusion”
about Ray’s innocence.

Asked how he could defend
Ray without a law degree, Be-
vel replied, ‘““The Constitution
doesn’t say you have to have
a law degree.”

As he answered questions
using many gestures, a friend|
snapped pictures of him. Bevel
was wearing a leopard skin
shirt over an orange shirt'
with brown slacks. |

The 32-year-old minister said|
he had been jailed about 25
times for civil rights actions,

including twice with King, once' Rg /L 1J R K / i\‘

P
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F Mail About
Ray Case
Recalled

Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle said today he’
. believes he received a broc-.
_ hure advertising German au-
thor Joachim Joesten’s book
about a month -ago. ‘

Joesten claims he has in-
formation James Earl Ray
did not kill Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. '

“But like so much other
stuff I receive about the Ray
case, I classified at as nut
mail and threw it away,”
Battle said. -

Battle saxd he could not be
sure that the letter he re--
ceived concerned Joesten’s
book but he was almost cer-
tain it did. '

“I thought it came from
Switzerland,” said the judge.
“I remember it advertised
some book in which the au-
thor claimed Ray was not’
the killer of King. I remem-
ber the price was pretty
steep —$100.”

Joesten claims Ray was
arrested ‘“‘on the basis of a
deliberately false and fraud-
ulent FBI report.”

The Munich, Germany, au-
 thor wrote he has prepared a
45,000-w o r d documentation
, on the case and was mailing
' copies to Judge Battle and
- others. === :
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Bevei Amends Statement On" Ray

A Southern Christian Lead-
- ership Conference leader who
10 days ago said James Earl
Ray was ‘*innocent” of the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. amended his state-
ment yesterday to say, “Itis
impossible for him to have
.been alone in the xilling.”

The Rav. James Bevel, who
was a close assaciate of Dr.
King, said ir Puiladelphia that
Ray, in his opinion, lacked the
mental or physical ability “to
conceptualize the murder’’ and
the ‘“dexterity”” to have fired
the fatal shot. -

He stopped short of exclud-
ing the possibility Ray may
have been party to a conspira-
cy to kill Dr. King, press serv-
ices said.
© “Ray said he didn’t mur-
der Dr. King,” Mr. Bevel said.

- “We're not going to allow
" Ray to be lynched under the

ooy

guise of justice. If necessary, I
will seek justice in the streets;
by organizing a movement to!
that end.” A

Mr. Bevel said he will seek ai
lawyer’s license in an effort to
join in Ray’s courtroom de-
fense. Ray is scheduled to go!
on trial before Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle March 3.

In Atlanta Dr. Ralph David|
Abernathy, who succeeded Dr.
King as SCLC head, said Ne-
gro leaders in Memphis have
information leading them to
believe that persons besides
Ray knew of the plan to Kkilll
Dr. King.

None of several Memphis
Negro leaders contacted here
last night said they had such
information, Typical were
Squire Jesse Turner, former
Memphis head of the NAACP,
and James A. McDaniel, Mem-
phis Urpan League head.

“I have heard rumors of

such inform=tion,” Mr. Mec-
Daniel said. “But when you
pin them down they know no
more than you or I do.”

Dr. Abernathy cited as a
reason for believing that oth-
ers than Ray were aware of
the plan to kill Dr. King that
Negro firemen and a Negro
policeman were removed from
the area of the Lorraine Motel,
on the balcony of which Dr.
King was shot, the day of the
assassination.

Since the time of the assassi-
nation it has been known that

jtwo Negro firemen were trans-

ferred from a fire station on
Main overlooking the Lorraine
Motel. A fire department
spokesman said, at the time,
that they were transferred to
assure that information as to
strategy in controlling possible
demonstrations was not passed
to Negro militants.

s ]
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Confer Again

Author Pays Ray’s Counsel
; $5,000 For Client’s
' Manuscript

Percy Foreman, counsel for
James Earl Ray, met here
yesterday with author William
Bradford Huie and received
Mr. Huie’s check for $5,000,
made out to Ray, as final pay-
ment for a longhand manu-
script written in the prisoner’s
cell in the Shelby Couaty Jail.

Mr. Huie earlier made pay-
‘ments for Ray’s manuscript
ito Arthur Hanes of Birming-
ham, the defense attorney Ray
fired on the eve of his Nov. 12
trial. The writer said he paid
“more than $30,000” to Mr.
Hanes in behalf of Ray.

E oreman, Hune
|

i

ey

Mr. Foreman met Mr. Huie
(.t the Sheraton-Peabody and
expressed satisfaction over the
conference, It was Mr. Fore-
man’s second meeting with
Mr. Huie in five days. They
met for two hours at the
Huntsville, Ala., Airport, near
Mr. Huie’s home Friday.
Both conferences, it was
learned, covered evidence Mr.
‘Huie says he has obtained

ishowing the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., of
which Ray is accused, was not
the work of one man but of a
conspiracy.

Mr. Huie, who has followed
Ray’s directions in retracing
the accused man’s steps fol
lowing the King assassination,
told Mr. Foreman he believed
Ray was in a South Main
Street rooming house over-
looking the Lorraine Motel,
where Dr. King was staying,
at the time of the murder and
had a rifle.with a telescopic
sight with him. .

But he added that others
than Ray ‘conspired in killing
the Negro leader. Mr. Huie has
been quoted as saying he can
name two or more conspira-
tors besides Ray.

Mr. Huie conferred by tele-
phone yesterday for 15 minutes
with Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca-
nale, who had expected a per-
sonal visit,

Mr. Canale declined to com-
ment on the conference but
there were indications he did
not consider he had received
any new evidence of value.
The attorney general’s office,.
it was learned, adheres at:
least for the present to its orig-
inal stand that Dr. King's slay-
ing was the work of one man.

Mr. Canale declined to say
whether he will subpena the

20,000-word manuscript Mr.
'Huie says Ray sent him from
‘his jail cell, or ask for a pho-
tostatic copy.

. Mr. Hanes is understood to
have had a lien to take over
the checks and use them to-
ward his attorney’s fees.

. After a  conferénce with
Judge Battle yesterday, Mr.
‘Foreman appeared much im-
proved from a recent bout
w1th flu and pneumonia. He

would not say whether he will
seek another continuance.

“I've been working steadily
‘on the case since I was able
ito leave the bed and expect to
|be here workmg on it till
March 3,” he said.

Asked how he felt about the
move of the Rev. James Bev-
el, an associate of Dr. King in
the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, to be named
co-counsel for Ray, Mr. Fore-

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Abetnathy Says Of King’s Death:

SCLC Not Piaying
Lawyer Or Detective
o By LI ot
fian leadershlp Conference was nof trying to play “lawyers or

detectives” in the James Earl Ray case.

Abernathy, who returned Satur-. black firemen in the area were
day from the Virgin Isiands, whereg removed fiom g station, leaving
he was recuperating from bneu- | equipmens unmaoned, and moved
monia, s5aiq that the SCLC did not to a fuly manred station.

‘have evidence thag Ray i not Negro policemen on the beat In
oull the trigger of the gun that| the area of the murder also were
telled Dr. Jart:n Luther King Jr. removed that day, after having‘

He said this t clarify an official received threatening telephone
stand in ihe wake of an SCLC licu-| calls, Abernathy said he had learn-
tenant’s statement that he knew | ed.

Ray was “not guilty . Aberaathy stressed that his in-

“I don't thiny Rev. James Re- . formation .had rnot been checked
vel is sag.ng that iy Ray did not | out witn- authwrities and that his

. pull the trigger) Apernathy said, Knowledge of tfe incidents was sec-
» “Possibly what he’s saying is that| ond hani.,
there was g censpiracy,”’ Abernzthy blamed g “sick so-

Abernathy saig “more than one ciety’” for King’s death, but he
person v.ag guilty in the death of | would not S&y what kind of con-

Dr. King > but said “we do not | spiracy he believed killed the pNo-
i have any evidence whatsoever -of | bel Peace Prigze winner,

who else may pe guilty.” He said that he had peen sub-

“SCLC has not been in the busi- | ponenaed feo the Ray trial, which
ness of serving ac lawyers, or qe- begins Maich % ang could not
| tectives,”  Abernathy sald, adding, | discuss fe 1ssue further,

“nor de we jntend to begin.”

1 At the ame  time, Abernathy Abernathy saig that Bevel, al-

‘1 said, some lack leaders in Mem- though g “high official’ of SCLC,
phis, specifically  the Rev, James “was not the bresident, of the
Laws ad advised him Board of Directors.”” Abernathy is

| Were suspitioyg kappenings the day | president and Bevel heads g de-
of the muy - April 4, 1968, partment known ag “non,‘./i;le_m_ac-

He,sﬁ!(t%?;t he had heard two! tion » '
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SCLC I.E[(DERS FIGURE IN RAY STATEMENTS—The Rev. Jesse Jack-
son (L) “and the Rev. Ralph Abernathy shown in candid moment
Tn Aflanta this week. Rev. Jackson, director of Operation Bread:
basket, backed recent statement of Rev. James Bevel who said
he had evidence to free James Earl Ray, accused assassw.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Rev. Abernathy later said Rev? Bevel
has o _gvidence.—(Lens-News Service Photo by Perry)
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