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By JAMES KILLPATRICK
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

5,000 Pages Of State Evidence |
Convinced Ray To Plead Guilty

The tightly woven net of evi­
dence responsible for convinc­
ing James Earl Ray to plead
guilty was gleaned from a
staggering mound of investiga­
tive reports which began to
arrive at tne prosecutors office
shortly after the crime.

cumstancial case was strong
enough to convict Ray of being
the man who pulled the trigger
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
here last April 4. Whether it
will prove, in the end, strong
enough ■ to quiet fears of a con­
spiracy is uncertain. In light of 
the widespread criticism found
around the world which fol­
lowed Ray’s guilty plea and
99-year sentence last Monday,
this appears doubtful.

; The man most responsible 
for compiling the state

(Asst. Atty. Gen. James Beas­
ley, is satisfied the matter has
been explored as thoroughly as
humanly possible.

Mr. Beasley, a tall, strong-
jawed man who normally
works with Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer as the
attorney general’s top court­
room team, has lived with the
Ray~case__for nearly a year. 
His tiny office.on, the third

James Killpatrick

This report was prepared
after a detailed study of the
court transcript and inter­
views with the attorney gen­

floor of the Shelby County Of­
fice Building became the cen­
ter of the prosecution effort.
Behind a door fitted with spe­
cial security equipment the re­
ports from police officers and
FBI agents began to pile up. 
The total was to pass 5,000
pages and some reports on mi­
nor points are still arriving

When It became apparent 
that Ray was willing to " ^de a

guilty plea for a 99-year term,
Mr. Beasley wrote the long
stipulation of evidence — facts
that the defense agreed the

----  PAGE /

prosecution could prove — 
which he read to the jury 
which approved the sentence.
But in the earlier stages, ev­
erything was aimed at a full-

As the reports mounted — MEMPHIS
and a glance at the . bulging 
filing cabinet sustains the
FBI’s reputation for painstak­
ing thoroughness — Mr. Beas-
ley’s secretary began a number­
ing system. The names of per­
sons mentioned in the reports 
were transferred to a card file.
The page number of any sub­
sequent reference was added, 
giving the prosecution instant
access to information about
any individual who had figured 
in the investigation.

This system also figured in 
the check on any conspiracy, 
an aspect which hung over the 
whole case like a shroud.

we kept our eyes open for
any pattern of associations,”

Edltor: GORDON HANNA
Mr. Beasley said, 
checked to see whether any of 
the same people fept^nging 
up — either meeting Ray. or

[_j Being Investigated
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even being registered at the 
same hotel or motel, or in the , 
same town.”

No such pattern developed.
What did develop was a pic­

ture of Ray as a man who did 
not have a normal relationship 
with any other person — a 
loner.

Does this jibe with the picture 
of a man who took dancing 
lessons and zipped around the 
country in a sporty Mustang? '

"We talked with one of the 
dance instructors in Los An­
geles and she said that when 
they had their get-togethers he 
kind of sat off in the corner by 
himself. He just didn’t mix,” 
Mr. Beasley said.

“As for the Mustang, the boy 
who sold it to him in Birming­
ham said he used to see it 
parked in front of that rooming 
house for a week at a time. He 
didn’t seem to use it around 
town at all.”

Ray did read a lot, including : 
a paperback novel called “The 
Ninth Dimension” about a po­
litical assassin who wrapped 
the weapon in a green bed cov­
er, strangely like the spread 
around the weapon dropped on 
Main Street after Dr. King was 
shot. He also read a lot of 
cheap magazines — and or­
dered items from the ads.

“If there’s one thing he did, 
he did write letters,” Mr. 
Beasley said. “His handwrit­
ing was like chicken scratches, 
but he turned them out.” Some; 
camera equipment is an exam­
ple- .

“He ordered this stuff out of 
a magazine, but when it ar­
rived at the rooming house in 
Birmingham it was the wrong 
camera. He had left Birming­
ham by the time the right stuff 
was sent and Mr. Cherpes (the 
landlord) returned it. Then 
Ray wrote the company from 
Mexico, asking that his refund 
be sent there. He wrote them 
again from Los Angeles and 
asked for the remM again.” .-„

He also ordered .a cheap set 
of Japanese handcuffs, a $1 
sample of something called EZ 
Do, which makes mirrors of 
ordinary glass, and faithfully 
kept up installment payments 
on a correspondence course in 
locksmithing. All his payments 
were in cash or money orders.

Mr. Beasley is quite willing 
to believe that somebody, 
somewhere may have in­
fluenced Ray to kill Dr. King, 
but suggestions of an interna­
tional Communist conspiracy, 
such as raised by Ray’s first 
attorney, Arthur J. Hanes, are 
something else.

And hints that the FBI, for­
mer U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 
Clark and even the local prose­
cutor’s office are in some way 
covering this up are enough to 
shatter Mr. Beasley’s calm de­
meanor, at least momentarily. 

' "I resent the hell out of that,” 
he said, the volume of his 
voi'ce rising.

Mr. Beasley is willing to be­
lieve that someone may have 
convinced Ray that whoever 
killed Dr. King would be “a 
big man” — maybe somebody 
in a bar, or maybe even in the 
Missouri State Prison before 
Ray’s escape. .

“But under Tennessee law it 
takes more than talk to con­
stitute a conspiracy there has 
to be an overt act. Of this 
there is no evidence,” Mr. 
Beasley said.

“I do know he was disap­
pointed at the lack of response 
from white society — no great 
outpouring of defense funds. I 
think he finally came to real­
ize that we (the attorney gen­
eral’s office) took a very dim 
view of him coming here and 
killing Dr. King?’.

A national news service has 
I made great capital of three 

1 points wh^ch it says will be the 
1 "grassy knoll” of the King as- ( 

sassination; referring to the . 
persistent questioning of the ; 
Kennedy killing in Dallas. 
These are that Ray had a suit 
shipped from Montreal to a 
rooming house in Birmingham, 
that there were unexplained 
cigaret butts in the Mustang 
when it was found in Atlanta! 
(Ray did not smoke) and that1 
someone ordered a duplicate 
Alabama driver’s license in 
the name of Eric S. Galt while 
Ray was known to still be in 
California.

Two of these points can be 
quickly answered by Mr. Beas­
ley. . • -

Writers have wondered how 
Ray could have known about 
the sleazy rooming house in 
Birmingham in advance. He 
didn’t. Ray went to Birming-
ham, 
wrote 
telling 
suit.

The

rented the room, then 
to the tailor in Canada 
him where to ship the

__  mysterious cigaret butts 
■ apparently do not exist. A 
news story at the time the car 
was found mentioned them, al-
though Mr. Beasley said he 
had no recollection of any. To 
be sure, he checked the FBI 
report on the car. Agents had; 
literally taken it apart. There, 
was a list of all the items! 
found — trash on the floor, a I 
Personna razor blade on the I 
dashboard, an old windshield 
wiper blade in the trunk. 
(There was even- a scrap of 
Kleenex in the trunk on which 

- had been written the names of
two prostitutes. The FBI 
tracked the women down in 
the Midwest. ineyTiad been in
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Los Angles when Ray was 
there, aitnougn“ both denied 
knowing him.)

But no cigaret butts.

The driver’s license question 
remains unanswered. Ray was 
definitely in Los Angeles when 
someone called the state office 
in Montgomery, Ala., and 
asked that a duplicate license 
be mailed to the Birmingham 
rooming house, at 2608 South 
Highland. Ray at that time 
was preparing to leave Califor­
nia — he already had filled out 

(change of address cards for 
the Post Office, giving a new 
address as General Delivery, 
Atlanta — and Mr. Beasley 
said Ray could have made the 
call himself by;long distance. 
It is not known who picked up 
the license at the Birmingham 
address and mailed the 25 cent 
handling fee to the state.

Back at the prosecutor’s of­
fice, as Ray’s original trial 
date of Nov. 12 approached, 
the staff started checking out 
some of the potential witness­
es. Mr. Beasley, Mr. Dwyer 
and John Carlisle, chief inves­
tigator for the attorney gener­
al’s office, went to Birming­
ham, Atlanta, Los Angeles — 
then to Canada, London and; 
Lisbon, Portugal — all points 

I on the trail of James Earl 
Ray. • -

Mr. Beasley said these trips 
allowed the prosecution to de­
cide which of the many poten­
tial witnesses should actually 
be called — how to present all 
the evidence, but without du­
plication. Many of the witness- 

!es were reluctant to testify and 
' had to be cajoled.

Shortly after Ray fired Mr. 
Hanes, the former Birming­
ham mayor who had made 
much of his Communist con­
spiracy theory, and hired Per­
cy Foreman, on the eve of the 
trial, the strategy changed to­
ward a possible plea of guilty. 
There is some difference of 
opinion as ^tbjust how this 
arose. *

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale 
said he broughfup the matter 
in a telephone call to the Jus­
tice Department on Dec. 19 
and asked for the depart­
ment’s views. Mr. Canale said 
he acted alone and that “from 
the standpoint of a prosecutor 
seeking a compromise plea 
and punishment is the custom 
instead of the exception (bet­
ter than 90 per cent of criminal 
cases in Shelby County are 
handled in that manner).”

Meanwhile, Mr. Canale had 
contacted Gov. Buford Elling­
ton and Dr. King’s widow. The 
governor had no objection. 
Word was received from Mrs. 
King that there was no desire 
to see Ray executed, but that 
they would reserve judgment 
on whether there was a conspi­
racy.

Judge Battle said that Mr. 
Foreman approached him 
sometime in February.

“He asked me then, infor-

Hugh Stanton Sr., the county 
public defender who was 
named co-counsel by Judge W. 
Preston Battle on Dec. 12, said 
he discussed a guilty plea with 

i Mr. Foreman on that day and 
several days later approached 
the attorney general (The 
Commercial Appeal reported 
the meeting at the time, al­
though both parties officially 
denied it). Mr. Foreman was 
convinced that no prosecutor 
would be able to resist the 
spotlight a trial would bring. 
“You’ll never be able to plead 
this case. There’s too damn 
much publicity.” But he told 
Mr. Stanton to give it a try 
anyway. 6 - ' ->

Mr. Stanton said Mr. Canale 
promised to discuss the possi­
bility with Mr. Dwyer and Mr. 
Beasley and that several 
weeks later he was informed 
that Mr. Canale would accept 
a plea, but only if Ray would 
take a 99-year sentence and 
only if the request came from 
the defense.

“He (Canale) couldn’t afford 
to be in a position of offering a 
deal because of all this publici­
ty,” Mr. Stanton said.

The day after Christmas, 
Mr. Stanton called Mr. Fore­
man in Houston and told him 
about the proposition. Mr. 
Foreman said he doubted that 
Ray would go along and when 
he first broached the subject to 
Ray that is what happened. 
“Mr. Foreman, you don’t know 
the facts. I’d rather take my

with a, trial,” Raychances 
said. S'

on Main. That Mrs. Elizabeth 
Copeland and Mrs. Peggy Hur­
ley who worked across the 
street, would identify a white 
Mustang which had been 
parked n^ar—ihe^ rooming 
house. . . . 7 .

mally, for information regard-
ing a 
asked 
could

guilty plea. He also 
whether a guilty plea 
be settled with a life

sentence. I said, “Whoa, that’s 
only 13 years in this state and 
the very least I’d consider is 99 
years.” I told him that before 
anything could be done there 
would have to be a waiver of 
the defense motions and that 
examination of Ray would 
have to take place in open 
court at which time Ray would 
have to make clear that he 
understood what the plea 
meant.”

Time was running short, 
with Ray’s trial scheduled to 
start on March 3. On Feb. 14, 
the judge granted a five-week 
postponement, to April 7. A 
week later, on Feb. 121, Mr. 
Foreman shambled into Mr. 
Canale's office with a formal 
offer of a guilty plea. He car­
ried a letter signed by Ray.

Mr. Beasley set jto work 
writing the stipulation. Briefly 
this is what it said jihe state 
could prove:

I That Ray checked into thei 
(rooming house at 422% South 
Main on the afternoon of April 
4 under the name of John Wil­
lard and that Mrs. Bessie 
Brewer could identify 1 him. 
That Ray selected a room ov­
erlooking the Lorraine Motel, 
where D(. King was staging. 
That shortly afterward he pur­
chased a pair of binoculars 
from Ralph Carpenter at York 
Arms Co., a few blocks north

That Charl'” n, Stephens, al 
tenant at the rooming house, 
had seen Ray when he checked 
in and later heard furniture 
being moved in Ray’s room. 
That Willie Anchutz, another 
roomer, had tried to use the 
bathroom and found the door 
locked. That Mr. Stephens 
heard a shot from the bath­
room at about G p.m. and 
looked out to see Ray hurrying 
down the hall with a package 
in his arms. That Guy Canipe, 
owner of Canipe Amusement 
Co. at 424 South Main, and two 
customers, Bernell Finley and 
Julius Graham, saw a man 
drop a package in the doorway 
there (it contained the rifle 
and a small zipper bag 
wrapped in a green bedspread) 
and then drive off in a white 
Mustang which had been 
parked in front. " '

That police officers who had 
been at Fire Station No. 2, at 
Main and Butler, heard the 
shot and ran toward the motel/ 
— and that some searched the 
brushy area behind the motel 
(a report by Dr. King’s chauf-l 
feur, Solomon Jones, that 'he 
saw a man “with something! 
white over his face” run from; 
this area had been a. key) 
point). '■ ••

That officers entered the 
room Ray had rented and 
found a chest had been moved 
away from a window which 
offered a view of the Lorraine I 
and that straps from the bino-j 
culars (they were in the bag 
dropped on Main Street) were! 
in the room. That a check of 
the bathroom showed scuff 
marks in the bathtub where 
someone had been standing 
and that an indentation on the 
window sill — which was cut 
away and sent to the FBI labo­
ratory — matched marks on 
the barrel of the rifle found on 
Main.

' That a check of motel rec­
ords showed a man using the 
name Eric S. Galt had stayed 
at the Rebel Motel on Lamar 
the previous night and that 
Galt had been driving a white 
Mustang with Birmingham, 
Ala., license.

That the rifle, a 30-06 Rem­
ington pump with telescope 
sight, had been purchased at 
Aeromarine Supply Co. in Bir­
mingham on March 30, with a 
trade-in of another rifle pur-' 
chased the previous day by ai 

.man using thename Harvey;
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Lowmeyer and that clerks in 
the store and Capt. John De- 
Shazo, an Army doctor sta­
tioned now in Japan, would 
identify Ray as Lowmeyer.

That the white Mustang had 
been purchased from William 
D. Paisley in Birmingham, for 
$1,995 cash, by Ray, using the 
name Eric S. Galt and an ad­
dress of 2608 South Highland 
and that Ray subsequently got 
a driver’s license and license 
plates under that name.

That Ray, left Birmingham 
about Oct. 5, 1967, and went to 
Mexico, staying there- about 
five weeks and then moving to 

Los Angeles. That Ray became 
friendly jvith Mi=s Marie Mar­
tin, a waitress at the Sultan 
Room (here again Mr. Beasley 
pointed out the lack of a nor­
mal relationship. Ray would 
sit at the bar for hours and 
talk to Miss Martin when she 
wasn’t busy, but he never took 
her out to dinner or to a mov­
ie, or anywhere.)

That through Miss Martin he 
met her cousin, Charles Stein, 
and that on Dec. 15 Ray drove 
Charles Stein to New Orleans, 
returning on Dec. 19 with 
Charles S^in.-hi^wife, Rita, 
and two children.

From Los Angeles, the stipu­
lation said, the sthte could call 
a laundry owner to identify 
marks on underwear dropped 
at the murder scene, a dance 
studio proprietor and a bar­
tending school owner, Thomas 
Reyes Lau, to identify Ray as 
Eric S. Galt and a plastic sur­
geon, Dr. Russell C. Hadley, to 
tell about corrective surgery 
on Ray’s distinctively pointed 
nose. , .. _,

The stipulation also said the 
state could prove that:

On his way back from Cali­
fornia stopped on March 22 at 
the Flamingo Motel in Selma, 
Ala., near where Dr. King was 
supposed to make a speech. 
That he rented a room in an 
Atlanta rooming house on 
March 24 and that a city map 
found in the room had Dr. 
King’s home, office and church 
circled. That on April 5 resi­
dents of the Capitol Homes 
area in Atlanta saw a man 
park a white Mustang and 
walk away and that on the 
same morning Ray picked up 
laundry at the Piedmont Laun­
dry. That six days later the 
FBI was called about the car 
and that human hair found on 
items in r the car later was 
matched with samples taken

from Ray when he was given a' 
haircut in the'Shelby County, 
Jail. .

The stipulation then moved 
to Toronto, panada, where 
Ray used the names Paul 

। Bridgeman and Ramon George 
Sneyd, obtaining a Canadian 
passport under the latter 
name. | j

Mr. Beasley does not dis­
count the possibility that Ray 
may have had some help in 
obtaining t^e passport, al­
though all the information he 
used in getting duplicate birth 
certificates J tinder the two 
names was readily available in j
newspaper files in the public *|
library. “He spent a lot of time 
in waterfront bars and if I
there’s one' thing a con can

; spot it’s anbthe( con. Maybe 
somebody told him how to go ,
about it.” I j

' The stipulation then- traced 
Ray’s trail to Landon, to Lis­
bon, Portugal, and back to 
London where he \was arrest- i
ed. ; \ I

Mr. Beasley’s document said j
that George Bonebrake, an 
FBI fingerprint expert, would 
testify that Ray’s prints were 
on the rifle, on the binoculars, /
on a can of Schlitz beer, on a /
bottle of shaving lotion pur- /
chased at a Rexall store in I
Whitehaven (no great detec­
tive story there, a sticker on 
the’ bottle identified the store) 
and on an April 4 issue of The 
Commercial Appeal, all found 
in the bupdi? dropped in front 
of Canipe’s store.' . ,
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This mass n! ^yidence ap­
parently is what persuaded 
Ray to plead guilty. Two or 
three days after Foreman re­
ceived Mr. Beasley’s stipula­
tion he said Ray would agree 
to it. For insurance, the ap­
proval of Ray’s brothers, John 
and Jerry, was obtained too.

Up to the last minute, Ray 
continued to waiver and Mr. 
Foreman went over the docu­
ment again with him last Sun­
day, after the special hearing 
had already been set.

Mr. Stanton said that inves­
tigators for the defense — and 
William Bradford Huie, the au­
thor who had bought Ray’s 
handwritten story — found 
they could not verify many of 
the things they had been told. 
“We quickly established that 
all of this so-called favorable 
testimony — like the man in 
the bushes — just didn’t ex­
ist

Mr. Beasley has his own 
ideas.

“I think he came to realize 
that his conspiracy story 
wouldn’t stand up under in­
tense cross-examination. I feel 
sure he planned to take the 
stand, I think that’s one of the 
reasons he fired Hanes. Hanes 
didn’t want him to. I think he 
figured that by pleading guilty 
and making a statement in 
court like he did he yould keep 
the conspiracy story alive.’’

There was plenty of ammun- 
tion for the cross-examination, 
a special skill of the more 
fiery Mr. Dwyer.

After Ray bought the first 
rifle, a 243-caliber bolt action, 
he called Aeromarine Supply 
and said he wanted to trade it 
in for a 30.06 weapon, saying 
his brother thought the 243 
wasn’t._the right rifle. (This 
mention ofa brother, inciden-

tally, ig the basis for the origi- ed it looked like a box in which 
nal federal conspiracy charge, the Polaroid 220 cameras wera 
which is still open.) When FBI packed. When Ray was arrest-
agents picked up the 243 at the 
store later, they found that a 
flaw in the bolt prevented it 
closing on a cartridge. The ri­
fle could not have been fired.

“If he’d got on the stand and 
said his co-conspirator told 
him to switch rifles, we would 
have asked him something 
like: ‘Isn’t it true that the first 
rifle wouldn’t operate and you 
didn’t want to admit you were 
not such a big man by letting 
the store know you couldn’t 
figure out what was the mat­
ter?’ Mr. Beasley suggested.

But it was the little things 
with which the prosecutors in­
tended to impress the jury.

A styrofoam box was found 
in the trunk of the Mustang. 
FBI experts - did-“, little com­
parison shopping and conclud-

ed in London he had a Pola- ■ 
roid 220 camera in his suit­
case. It fit the box perfectly.

And then there was the tran- • 
sistor radio found in the bag he . 
dropped in Memphis. One spot : 
on the plastic case had been : 
scraped away. The FBI lab I 
was able to bring out the num- • 
bers “00416” but nobody could ' 
make any sense out of it. :

Then, on April 19, FBI 
agents going through the 53,000 - 
fingerprints in the bureau’s fu- , 
gitive file matched the prints - 
found in Memphis and Atlanta \ 
with those of a Missouri pris- . ' 
on escapee named James Earl 
Ray.

“The number then became 
another link in the chain,” Mr. 
Beasley said. “James Earl 
Ray’s prison number was 
00416.”
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Full Truth In Ray Case 1 
Still Mystery To Judge

By BERNARD GAVZER
Associated Press Writer

Judge W. Preston Battle said yesterday that he believes 
the full truth still is not known about James Earl Ray and the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The judge, in whose court Ray pleaded guilty to the 
slaying of King and where the case would have been heard had 
it gone to trial, said that like many other Americans he 
remained puzzled about several unanswered questions.

But he said he is convinced* 
that a trial would not have
produced the answers.

“Like others, I would truly 
like to know how Ray actually 
found the spot from which to 
fire. How did Ray know where 
Dr. King would be? How did 
he determine the type of weap­
on to be used? What are the 
details of the actual purchase 
and selection of the weapon? 
Was he alone in surveillance of 
the Lorraine Motel?

“Most puzzling of all, is his 
escape from Memphis. To me, 
it seems miraculous that he 
was able to flee to Atlanta 
despite the all-points bulletins 
without his white Mustang 
being spotted on a highway.”

Dr. King was shot to death 
April 4 as he stood on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 
The killer was reported to 
have fled in a white Mustang.

The judge said there is much 
speculation about possible an­
swers, but nothing based on 
fact and evidence.

*T’d like the full proof,” he 
said. “And as I said on March 
10 when the agreement was 
reached to permit Ray to 
change his plea to guilty, there 
is no end to our interest or to 
the law’s responsibility and de­
termination.

“There has been much talk 
of a conspiracy, but no one’s 
saying so has yet produced a 
single shred of evidence or
named an ggsociatg or conspir-

|ator.”

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

With ttyese. Questions puz­
zling him, why did Battle con­
cur in the defense-prosecution 
agreement to allow Ray to 
change his plea and take a 
99-year sentence? Ray could 
have have been sentenced to 
death if he had been found 
guilty.

“I was convinced then and 
am convinced now that the
trial would have muddied our 

I understanding of the substan­
tial evidence which established 
Ray as the killer,” the judge 
said. ;

“It is an error to assume! 
that the prosecution would i 
have had a chance to cross-ex­
amine Ray about his finances,; 
or how he escaped from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, or 
about persons who gave him I 
any aid before or after the 
slaying of Dr. King.

“That assumes Ray would 
have taken the stand. I doubt 
very seriously that defense 
counsel would have risked 
placing Ray in such a position. 
In fact, as I understand it, this 
all along has been one of the i 
main problems between Ray 
and various men who have 
acted for the defense. They 
counseled against it, and he 
kept wanting to take the risk.

“Suppose he had taken the 
stand, the public should under­
stand that this would not guar­
antee that this would have cast 
light upon these puzzling ques­
tions. In an adversary pro­
ceeding, each side tries to 
make the^-best case, and so 
some things might be exagger-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state#)
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ated, some minimized or ob- 
'scured. „

“Had there been a trial, 
there could always have been 
the possibility, in such an emo­
tionally charged case, of a 
hung jury. Or, though it may 
appear far fetched now, he 
could have perhaps been ac­
quitted by a jury.”

Battle said he thinks that 
some of the unanswered ques­
tions ultimately will be an­
swered by Ray. He said he 
thinks that Ray- has enjoyed 
the notoriety and will periodi­
cally explain various details of 
the crime. ^ -^

The record indicates a rath­
er careful proceeding in which 
Battle attempted to avoid any 
happenstance that could be in­
terpreted as judicial error or 
seized upon as grounds for ab­
rogating the agreement.

He repeatedly examined Ray 
as to Ray’s understanding of 
the agreement and whether he 
was doing this of his free 
choice.

“The law requires only two 
things in such a proceeding,” 
the judge said. “One is that we 
present the body of the corpus 
delicti, and the second is that 
evidence be presehted estab­
lishing that the defendant was 
involved with the crime.

“This was accomplished 
through the witnesses who ap­
peared and testified to the last 
living moments of Dr. King 
and to the nature and cause of 
death. The evidence relating 
Ray to the slaying was stipu­
lated and read in open court 
by the state, and this described 
the chain of evidence which 
would have been introduced in 
a trial.” r--------
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Phil M. Canale, Shelby Coun­
ty attorney general, said yes­
terday James Earl Ray admit­ COX^KCIAL ?.P^i
ted killing Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and accepted a 99-

;year prison term because he
। thinks he will be out of prison 
। in two years.

, him Ray said he would be free 
in two years hut did not speci­
fy whether he intended to gain
freedom through court action

; or a prison break.
have been reports

from the Tennessee State Pris- 
; on in Nashville where Ray is
confined in the maximum se­
curity unit, that he is having
second thoughts about his deal
and may try to have the sen­
tence overturned.

Mr. Canale said onWHBQ-
TV’s Press Conference the
only legal way Ray could do
this would be through a writ of
habeas corpus7~which would

| | Being Investigated
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BELL AND LAWSON RAP
RAY’S SPEEDY TRIAL !

| Two of Memphis’ leading civil : gain, one of our institutions, the
rights leaders, both ministers, were 
critical of the swift trial Monday 
that made it possible for a 99 
year sentence to be imposed on 
Jambs Earl Ray, confessed slayer 

’ Dr. Martin Luther King. . >^
Fe SUS?5 L. Lawson t<Tr., 
;tor crCeSenaFytinited Metho- 
t Church and a close friend of

late Dr. King, said “Once a-

f

P ■’.►s'

s ^ft

o g§ h 8
o ' S ? c >® g

,3 “3 :

2 g ■ ft
• tf 5/1 

w g

Court, has proved unable to give 
black people a basis for hope.” |

In a special statement to the 
®mphis World, he said: “Before ; 
the trial I was told on good au­
thority that much of the evidence 
would be- presented in the trial 
shewing where Ray got the money 
and connecting him directly “with ’

the murder^ This did not happen.' 
What it means is that most black 
people will have massive unsolved 
questions.

“The white people may now be 
abl^ to put aside their guilt. They 
have a scarificial lamb serving 99 
years. But, for those' of'us who 
seek to follbw the dream of Mar­
tin King, the city and society: are

both diseased by ta'cancer^.
virus of racism. . ” '»

“The legal apparatus has-’in ne’ 
way spoken to this issune with'its J 
swift ccti vic Hon of Ray. ’

tetr
ian church and uetrly elMai; #fc
sident of the Memphis branch

Continued on Pace Four)
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Hits Handling
Of Ray Case

The handling of the case of 
James Earl Ray came under 
fire yesterday from the presi­
dent of the Nashville chapter 
of the NAACP. /

“Wrong rules the land whil^ 
waiting justice sleeps,” said 
the Rev. Peter Crawford^ho 
also is pastor of Nashville’s 
St. John AME church. “The 
average Negro feels disap­
pointment with the manner in 
which they dealt with this 
case.” ’ ''

Ray pleaded guilty last 
week to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
last year in Memphis. Some 
contend his plea, and accept­
ance of a 99-year prison term, 
stifled a fuller presentation of 
facts that might have come 
out of a court trial of the case.

THERE WERE indications 
during and after Ray’s court 
appearance that he was sorry 
he had made the plea. There 
has been much controversy 
surrounding the possibility 
Ray may have been only one 
of several persons involved in 

’ the murder.
“I think it’s about time we 

think about people,” the Rev 
Mr. Crawford said last night 
in response to a question as 
to whether he thought the 
handling of the case may have 
aroused sympathy for Ray 
among Negroes.

, “If there is a possibility he 
had to take the rap for some­
body else, why shouldn’t he 
win the sympathy of every­
body _ not just Negroes? the 
Rev. Crawford said.

“Why shouldn’t Negroes feel 
as sorry for^him as. every­

' body else?”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Assassination
Investigation 
Asked by Unit
The Tennessee Council on 

Human Relations called yes­
terday for appointment of a 
presidential commission to in­
vestigate the assassination 
last April of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr,^

In a resolution unanimous­
ly approved by those attend­
ing a quarterly meeting of 
the board of directors here, 
the council noted “lingering 
questions of conspiracy in the 
assassination.”

JAMES EARL Ray pleaded 
guilty last week to King’s 
assassination in Memphis and 
was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. /

In 
the 
letto

irday

as
'ministrative assistant to ra­
ton Bryant^xecutive director. 

"'Hie K6V. Riggins Ear/Nash­
ville, was'named assistant di­
rector to work with Negro 
minister%Jb£ie_in developing 
“Operation Breadbasket.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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f Strong NAACP, AMEStatement On Ray Seen
^y ROBERT CHURCHWELL 
^ The Rev. Peter G. Crawford, 
President of the Nashville 
Chapter of the NAACP and 
pastor of the oldest congrega­
tion of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church here, said to­
day he expects the NAACP and 

4he AME’s annual conference to 
tissue “strong statements” next 

' -week on “the disappointment of
Negroes in the handling of the 
James Earl Ray Case.”

The Rev. Mr. Crawford, pas­
tor of St. John AME Church, 
1822 Formosa St., said he felt 
the two organizations would act 
to express feelings not only of 
Negroes but of “others dis­
turbed by the case.”

Wrong Rules
“Wrong rules the land while 

waiting justice sleeps,” said the 
NAACP president, adding that 
“the average Negro feels disap­
pointment with the manner in 
which they dealt with this case.”

Ray pleaded guilty Monday 
and quickly was sentenced to 
99 years in prison for the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Ray stated he did agree with 
opinions that no conspiracy was 
involved in the assassination of 
Dr. King.

The Rev. Mr. Crawford noted 
that an AME department head, 
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, one of 
the leaders of the Memphis 
garbage strike that preceded Dr. 
King’s assassination, “and oth­
ers of our Memphis ministers,” 
will attend the special confer­
ence Tuesday through Thursday 
at Bethel AME Church.

Dr. Jackson, former pastor of 
the host church, will address the 
conference Wednesday morning.

“I know these Memphis men 
will want to act and along with 

I Dr. Jackson and myself we will 
' probably get a strong statement 
out of thexionference,” the vet­
eran AME^auiistei, said.

Th/Tlev. Mr. Crawford said

the “quickie” trial aroused spec­
ulation that a fuller presentation 
of the facts in the case might 
have been stifled, and that Ray 
might have been only one of 
several involved in the slaying.

He said he will ask the local 
NAACP executive committee to 
name a committee to draw a 
statement making this position

clear in the strongest terms 
possible. The executive commit­
tee meets Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 
at the NAACP Branch office, 
1308 Jefferson St.

The Rev. Mr. Crawford said 
that if Ray “had to take the 
rap” for other assassins, Ne­
groes, as well as white persons, 
should regard his conviction

with sympathy.
“If there is a possibility he 

had to take the rap for some­
body else, why shouldn’t he win 
the sympathy of everybody — 
not just Negroes?” the Rev. Mr.
Crawford said:

“Why shouldn’t 
as sorry for him 
else?”

Negroes feel 
as everybody

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.
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The Guest Writer
Justice In Memphis

• Despite great pressure, the trial was• The cause of justice and the public . _ . .
’} welfare were served by the deal, or a model of scrupulous fairness. The 

‘‘negotiated plea” as the American Bar , prosecution simply lacked sufficient
; • Association calls such settlements, that evidence to win a conspiracy case/

gation matched that into President

conspiracy warrant” is still out, and 
federal investigation continues.

PACE

t saved James Earl Ray from possible While the Justice Department’s investi- 
J As Judge W. Preston Battle noted, Kennedy’s assassination, it, too, took a 
• {there has been growing revulsion “no conspiracy” position. But apart 
, j against capital punishment. The argu- from what Tennessee can dp, a . FBI 
laments against the death penalty are as " . ............... *” ” "‘:" "J
s * valid for Ray as for anyone . . . even 
• j though his crime iq the broadest sense 
>!was against the best qualities of our
| society, so beautifully symbolized by

COMMERCIAL APPEAL

MURKS, TEW#

First Call

, Both Mrs. Coretta King and the Rev. , 
■ ; Ralph D. Abernathy, who succeded her ' 

■husband, oppose the death penalty, and , 
. »s.ie recauea it was contrary to Dr. . 
' (King’s deep own moral and religious.

faith. But what of the “conspiracy
[that Ray himself hinted at?’

If Ray was the hired killer for a
, iconspiracy ring, and Mrs. King and 
|Mr. Abernathy think he was, then 

: Judge Battle’s quotation from Hamlet 
i sums up" succinctly the reason why
.‘Ray’s 99-year sentence makes sqpse 

For murder though it have no tongue
Editor; GORDO* RAOA

/'Hold itl It wai a conspiracy

Submitting qlflcei
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isaid it was ;no early to sayu
• whether . . Vila < t r np: 
; seat Ray. •

• Meanwhile, another lawyer. ’ 
1 Russell X-Tamp- n, arrived 
'back in y...iy;„, 'rom Ncwj 
| York and said ho would contin-' 
ue an investigation into the; 
conspiracy. He said the Na­
tional Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People, i 

, w;!' which he discussed the i 
case in New York, is backing

: his inquiry as are "several 
;other groups ” _
; Mr, Tuvitipsor, who dis- 
.■•&i7 the case several times 
/th "r. Hanes but never be­

came an attorney of record for 
Ray ^ir ic was aware that 
Ray l. -.d been in contact with 
Mr Hanes. Mr. Thompson re- 
fusea to disclose any of the 
infer.cation he has about a 
^onsp’racy, except to say that । 
he has “a suitcase full’’ and 
chat it includes several tape 
recordings He was accompa- 
med l N jw York by Paul 
M.tcl.en a private investiga­
tor

te reopened, Ray 
ft a post- 

■ iv with the 
. t cie, Z In prac- 

'.most any kind of a writ­
ten -lea is nsidered—it does
•f me to meet • ■> he leg t 
lie. a- far as coeiimg and
fo. d t • -v -red. 3ui it I 
must cite ..^,:4iic . lances ini 
which his rig> ’ s l damaged; 
to the extenv that » /w trial is 
warranted. —1

if R.

■vse ft 
years Iv r

< hc pi ‘ 
ii>. ’re c ■ 

pudge si 
j net shown

W!'

j merit a ne'* trial. V.
could be apf.iKi to the high ■ 
er state courts. It could even-1 
tually be taken into federal 
court, but only after all state 
remedies are tried.

Perhaps the most expressive 
comment yesterday came 
from Sherir William N. Morris 
Jr, who as charged with 
keeping r • ■ safely confined 
during d-f more than seven 
months be w as in Shelby Coun­
ty-

"Oh, no . . /’jaid the sher­
iff, throwing up his h ands.
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<y Regretted Plea1 
Before Prison Trip

’ Saenff William N. Morris 
■"sterday said James Earl 

--Sy talked about changing his 
•.nund about his guilty plea 

even before he left Shelby 
, • nty on the way to the state 

• ■ .-on.
' he sheriff said Ray talked 

about a post-conviction hear- 
.ing while Morris and the pris- 
‘o^sr waited for staff prison 
ioiLcials at the sheriff’s substa- 
yftion on Hemcrest Road early 
iMarch 11. •• „
* ,“He to’d me he wished he 
'-hr ' n’t pie. Jed guilty, that he 
‘’v. i not inteneded to plead 

; ’ty and that he was sorry he 
■ c< .k that route," the sheriff

: .1 He said Ray then told 
m he would file for a rever- 

under the post-conviction 
processes.

. “When I told him I was glad 
see him leave, he told me, 

Oh, I’m planning on coming 
b-.ek,” the sheriff said Ray 

■mover said he was innocent, 
•jonly expressed his displeasure 
< wdh the Jegal ^rocess which . 
mgd been used. * .

i

; "Ray, ip, his letter to Judge 
••Preston Battle, said he was 
^dismissing Percy Foreman as 
«his lawyer. Arthur Hanes, the 
^former Birmingham mayor 
«whom Ray fired on the eve of 
•‘his scheduled trial last Nov. 
112, confirmed Wednesday that , 

^hc has been contacted by Ray J 
£from the prison. )
"4 Criminal Court Clerk James ; 
Xk.- Blackwell said more than t 
-'100 post-conviction proceed- ■ 
vangs are filed each year in 1 
’“^helby County. ,.
„ A petition from Ray, which 
«XV0uld have to allege how his 
frights had been violated by 
pearlier proceedings, would be 
^docketed in the division where 
.<he was tried, before Judge 
■^Battle. If the judge turned 
'down the petition, Ray would 
£tlien be able to appeal that 

•■ decision through the higher 
"stale courts and the federal 
^courts.
* If Ray should be granted a 
anew trial under the post-con-1 
Eviction process, he would bei 
Pliable to all the possible penal- , 
'’tigs for murder in the first i 
Mdegreg_--’nf’ludjng death in the I 
^elbctric chair.

(Indtca’f page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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filed at any time with the 
Criminal Court clerk.

Observers agree that Ray 
could file a writ of habeas cor­
pus claiming his conviction 
was invalid, but they differ as 
to whether ht can fib ; r ib'n 
for a new 0 hl. Sn< h ■ 'motion! 
would have to he filed ' ithin 
30 days from the time of con­
viction.

There appeared little likeli­
hood that Mr. Stoner and Mr. 
Hanes would be assoeE ved in 
legal representation of R '

Mr. Stoner first e.aferred 
with Ray in his Shelby County 
jail cell Sept. 28 and'soon aft­
erward Mr. Hanes told Judge 
Battle there was a possibility 
he would withdraw from the 
case because he “would not let 
that man Stoner be associated 
in any case I was involved.in.”

Although declining to tell 
what was in the “very friendly 
letter” he received from Ray, 
Mr. Hanes said it did not men­
tion Mr. Stoner.

“I don’t want to criticize any­
body,” said 4ir< Hanes. “But 
I * said I don’t want to work 
with him (Mr. Stoner) and that 
still goes "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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toner Visits With Ray,
■ Says Plea Was Pressured

J - r es EaC Ray’s third attorney emerged from a two-hour 
visit in Ray’s maximum security cell in Nahsc .tie yr- :day 
.cving the convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King o vas 

wessured into pleading g P’'..”
J. B. Stoner, on> - th' kc iwii'cnu... idid

■•National States Rights Party and a Savannah, Gw 
long associated With the Ku Klux Klan, visited Ray at the 
"G anessee State Prison. He said he had new information in the
Fry case.

। Stoner would not discuss his 
raw information. He refused 
. anient when hsked if he

■ would help Ray in his hid for a 
v t ial, thor p he had said

. c liei that he would. ’ '

him. “He (Ray) is not guilty,’’ 
Stoner said. “I think Mr. Ray 
is the victim of a conspiracy.”-

Ray has written Criminal 
"Court Judge W. Preston jr itlc

----- PAGE

----- COx^ETCIAiasking for a r>ost-<< m'Wtion 
hearing — to winch iie is enti­
tled under Tennessee law — 
but a hearing cannot be held

file attorney added that “the
sdonai States Rights Party ,

’ ,Tt like Martin Lucifer (sic) untl1 the judge returns from a 
,g and I didn’t like Martin p'acatl0n later this week.
clf;:; (sic) King and I’ve has not said Stoer

never shed any tears about !woui* b empIwed iB jn ap- 
wnat happened to him. he,; , for { , £
■^d di n think hisasso-^rote a letter t0 his former 

■ . -non with the Klan oi his i attorney, Arthur j. Hanes of 
- x 'ty would hurt Ray s case. Birmingham, asking for assist­

stoner said, at the moment, jance °
,ic is o.Hy representing Ray ini Hanes said he “might some­
, . .1 - ms that Ray intends to time go up and talk with 
.■le against several national! janies Earl Ray, but I’ve nev- 
Aiaggzmes^for * false and de- er had any intentions of get- 
.amatory” eharges^against ting back in the case.”

Ray dropped Hanes Nov 10, 
the night before he was first 
scheduled to come to trial, and 

J hired Houston attorney Percy 
I Foreman, who was represent­
; ing him March 10, when Ray 
pleaded guilty and w..s sen­
tenced to 99 years in prison.

In Memphis yesterday, Rus- 
| sell X. Thompson, local attor- 
| ney who helped Hanes investi- 
' gate the murder, said he had
aimed over his file on 

iKing assassin, ion to 
|< b.L He saio his ir.".- 
iuno indicated t' poe . •
ja c 'n.oaracy, but deu., 
lelaboraie.

the 
the

3

Stoner’s visit was mlicvd 
almost immedurcly bv a vT 
from Ray’s mother o , y, 
(f'c ■ i ■ ’ 11. ■ ids

----- MEMPHIS
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-.: least it’s more

("the first Mrs.
mthrc. Rockefeller) got.

Z hac
W.

/I implications 
I eral.”

Percy Foreman was b.-.
omp

ie

•os;

end
’Ve’r 

; maenf .

• -M. :■ 
r-a more

ausfied with the set- 
"r reman said after

Percy Foreman
—Staff Photo

teachers and bv'rL.j
on rny juries.”

And once the trial is una.
way, Foreman fries hi- btij. i

mean newspapers 
Mr’s that his fee 

. dollars.
•nee was asked to 

miself with Clarence 
mcago’s great crim- 
a; the ’20s and ’30s.!

as he­

al Foreman needs] 
ey He entered the 
the millionaires more 
•ecad? ..,..■. and he of-j 
; cases for nothing.

make a dime ■

man said ‘‘not guilty,” Kern 
and Klevenhagen —normally 
two taciturn, rock-faced men 
— emitted cries of rage 
leaped the courtroom railing’ 
pounced on Forman and 
pummnieled him until they

(were restrained. I

WiF • n a 
I ’ilner (J ore;

65, improves with 
spit a bad back,

• Mrs. Hudson said 
Led — more than

, keep the attention off hr 
client. “You should never al 
low the defendant co fee tried, 
he says. ‘‘Try someone 
the husband, the lever H m 
lice, or if the case is >

, socety in

' ■.■..;"> e Diggest fee
f ?; .-mm as ever earned was 
c. M' Cecil BlafferHud- 

; ? ? □ morce suit several 
Foreman won for 

■m. .. :k.,n custody of her 
t ;u children and a settlement 
J six c i one-half million dol­

. iars from the unfortunate hus-

a log cabin in the piner . -^ 
of East Jexa^. His caddv , 

|a_sheriff and Percy pickec

her harpsichord. Hr will ac­
cept anything In heu of a cash 
fee.

That is why he o ■ fuzens 
o' little houses and lots all

Texas, 2% pounds of dir
Is and stora<<' sh< 
nd Houri on packed . ,; 
es and rC'rigorators, furni- 

ui>e and animi * nd heaven
knows what else.

I just don’t have time to 
mess with all that stuff and 
practice law too,” he says. 
“Maybe if I retire, I’ll get time 
to look after it all.

Prosecutors and peace offi­
cers pray every day for Per­
cy’s retirement. The story that 
shows how lacerating he can 
be to the prosecution happened 
in 1950. Foreman, in defending 
a man accused of murder, so 
maddened Harris County Sher­
iff Buster Kern and Texas 
Ranger Capt. Johnny Kleven­
hagen that when the jury for-

together). ‘ He h , 
evidence will bo.

Secondly, he : -y L 
trial (the Rave- v?' 
exception), because, 
points out, “I’m prod 
with juries.” He m 
people to serve ph ji 
work as scienti ■ ts c- 
countants. “I v ; ■ 
work with other 
know human frailc h 
“I like social v -

ep.JX:
-. = er J ; are Loth interest­
r i o same things —the 

.vj poor and op- 
d. if they’re not poor 

■ . meat ’em, they are 
.. im through with them.” 
■ will haggle over the 
Lest fee. Once he talked a 
nlogist client out of his mi-i 
cope arid a musician out of

triumphs • y 
fold you .
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Ray Wants I 

To Void
Guilty Plea
James Earl Ray, confessed 

killer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., wants to void his 
guilty plea and get a new trial 
in Memphis.

Ray’s intention to seek a new 
hearing was stated in a let­
ter he wrote from his cell in 
State Penitentiary to Judge W. 
Preston Battle, who on March 
10 accepted the guilty plea and 
imposed a 99-year sentence.

Petition
“He said he’s going to file a 

post-conviction petition and get 
a lawyer,” Judge Battle said 
Wednesday in disclosing receipt 
of the letter. “If he does, then 
we’ll have an evidentiary hear­
ing.” --------- •'­

Such a hearing would give 
Ray a chance to show that his 
legal rights were impaired to 
the extent that a new start in 
the case is warranted.

Expressing no surprise at 
Ray’s move, Judge Battle com­
mented: “Everybody does it.” 
Petitions from prisoners have 
flooded the courts in recent years 
in the wake of Supreme Court 
decisions more sharply de- 
lineatirg the pretrial rights of 
accused persons.

Percy Foreman, the lawyer 
who advised Ray to plead guilty 
and who says his connection 
with the prisoner is now ended, 
said in New York :

“I think that James Earl Ray 
enjoys the spotlight and any way 
he can keep the center of tha 
stage he w*li tft ^- I wish hint 
well. I don't think it advisame^
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'but that’s his responsibility, not 
.pine.” »

u . Foreman Opinion
Foreman reiterated his per- 

’sonal conviction that contrary 
Ho the views of many who 
.suspect a conspiracy, Ray acted 
'alone.
3 “James Earl : Ray decided, 
and he alone decided, to kill 
Martin Luther King so. that he 
could claim the glory,” Fore­
man declared.

“I think James Earl Ray was 
a racist. He thought he would 
be a hero. He completely mis-

Mcan^hife. author Clay Bia r
Jr. stated dozens of qucstioi

conceived the thinking 
white race.” - '

Only a day after his 
plea Ray told officers

of the

guilty 
taking

Irm from Memphis to the Nash­
ville penitentiary:

“I was convinced if I didn’t 
plead guilty I was going to the 

. electric chair. I wish the hell I 
hadn’t new because with what 
they had on me I believd the 
worst I’d gotten would have 
been life.” ‘ ,

Under a 99-year sentence, 
Ray. now 41, is ineligible-to seek 

•parole until he has served 30 
years. With a life sentence he 
would be eligible in 13 years 
7 months.

Ellington ,
Meanwhile Gov. Buford El­

lington of Tennessee, referring 
to the theory that Ray was part 
of a conspiracy, said he wonders 
now “one man alone could do 
all the things he did.” 1

Ellington saw the bulk of the 
evidence against / Ray before 
signing papers for his extradi­
tion froijjiXcujdQn Mt^^^

treat there taKMe^r ^13

were left unanswered by ti e 
i swift proceedings in Memphis. 
I Blair has listed 19 of these 
’ questions in the first chapter of 
his book, “The Strange Case of

’ James Earl Ray—The Man Who 
Murdered Martin Luther King 

; Jr., published today by Bantam 
J Books. .
I Questions
* Blair has raised additional 

questions since the book went to 
press and today has called for 
the appointment of a blue-ribbon 
Federal investigating commit­
tee, similar to the Warren 

.Commission, to .investigate the 
Ray case. Among .(he questions 

; this commission should answer, 
■ he stated were: "; 4
• Why did JafneS Earl Ray 
elect to escape from prison at 

1 Jefferson City, Mo., only four 
days before he was scheduled 
for a hearing before the Mis­
souri Supreme Court ’’which 
might have resulted in a mo­

tion to-set him free?
• Who was the accomplice

sums of,money Jnside prison 
by selling drugs, as Memphis 
authorities a< -H. how did he
smuggle the
prison 
him?

■ oonev out of
and who kept it (or

• Who was the “friend” who 
helped Ray in East St. Louis 
immediately after he escaped? 
• Who were the “friends” he 
looked up in Quincy, Ill., fol­
lowing his escape?
• Did any of these “friends” 
give him a pistol?
• Did Ray rob or help rob the 
Alton, Ill., bank on July 13, 
1967?
• Why did Ray, a fugitive with 
money stashed away, hang 
around boyhood haunts for 
weeks? 6 ..
• Why did Ray, a fugitive with 1 
money stashed away, go to Chi­
cago and take a job in a res­
taurant, the Indian Trail in 
Winnetka?
• Who was the mysterious vis-1 
itor at the restaurant?
• In Canada, who provided 
Ray with the alias Eric S. Galt, 
a living person resembling Ray 
and with scars matching Ray’s? 
• Why did Ray, as Galt, splurge 

. Isix hundred-odd dollars on 1?' If Ba^wwbd substantial ciothes and a lark in the Lau_

Warden Swenson says helped 
' Ray escape in a bread box?) 
I What action has been taken
■ against him?

rentian Mountains, when for 
that money, he could have 
bought forged seaman’s papers, 
or a passport, or'both? '
• Who is the mysterious girl 
Ray met in the Laurentians?
• Did Ray meet a blonde Latin 
named Raoul? • Why would' 
Raoul, a Stanger', ■ and - pre-’ 

Isumably an underworld figures
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Arrest Rewards 
In King Slaying 
Lack Recipients t

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON ;
More than $55,000 in rewards 

offered for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
the slayer of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. will go un­
claimed, it appeared last
night.

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob­
ert K. Dwyer said that in his 
on • - the FBI would be enti­
tled r, die rewards if anyone 
we re. But the FBI has a strict 
rule agmst accepting rewards.

Frank C. Holloman, director 
of the Memphis fire and police 
departments, said the Mem- 
ph.s police have the same rule.

The Commercial Appeal of­
fered a $25,000 reward in the 
c^.e. The Scripps-Howard or- 
gamzatioa, including the Mem­
phis Press-Scimitar, offered 
another $25,000.

The City Council on April 5, 
the day after Dr. King’s assas­
sination, adopted a resulotion 
piodr ng to underwrite a total 
r < . of JiA^ong including 
t ,j; of the nev/spapers. But 
the city attorney notified the 
council the next day that it is 
forbidden bv la.w to pay a re­
ward exceeding’$5,000.

Miss Dorothy o s r a d k e r,,' 
council secretary, said no sig-' 
nificmt amounts had been of- i 
fered, to ner knowledge, be- : 
yond those of the newspapers i 
and the City Council. ;

Arrested in London June 8, ' 
Ray pleaded gouty in Criminal i 
Court here March 10 and was i 
sentenced to 99 years in the i 
state prison. From his cell in 1 
Nashville Ray has written that i 
he wants to change his plea 1 
and is reported to have hired a I 
new chief counsel, his third. ;

Stoner Steers Clear i
Of New Trial Bid ;

SAVANNAH^a., March 25J; 
— (UPI) —^/National .States i
Rights Psfty attorney u. B. ■ //^tX^K 
Stoner^said Tuesday he would / '
noTrepresent James Earl R^v
in any action seeking a new 
trial in the assassination < a^e 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Stoner said his only interest 
was in representing Ray in 
civil action against “national 
figures.” He had said earlier 
he would file libel suits against 
some of the news media, but 
Tuesday he said that the suits, 
to be filed by next week, “will 
involve national figures but 
won’t mention any •at^owal or- 
ganizatioI)xatihistime.’,
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Prison Balks at Meeting 
Between Ray, Memphian

NASHVILLE. — James 
Earl Ray, who wants to disa­
vow his admission of guilt in 
the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., has been 
denied a meeting with a 
Memphis attorney at the
state prison here.
HERE.1P Harry S. Avery, 

Harry S. Avery, Tennes­
see commissioner of correc­
tions, said Richard J. Ryan 
was turned, away by prison 
officials yesterday because 
he had not been, officially re­
tained s Ray’s lawyer.

IN OTHER developments 
Wednesday, the Tennessee 
Supreme Court handed down
a decision which could be­
come a major hurdle- for 
Ray in his bid to gain a new 
trial and overturn his 99-

The court, in an opinion by 
Justice Allison “B. Hum­
phreys dealing with a bur­
glary conviction, ruled that
a convicted criminal cannot
seek to invalidate a prison
sentence on grounds he was
misadvised by his attorney , 
to plead guilty.

Jerry .Ray, Tames Earl’s 
brother, said last week after
visiting the prison, that his 
brother would ask for a new
trial on grounds he was 
“pressured’’ by his former
attorney, Percy Foreman, 
into entering a guilty plea in 
King’s death.

RAY’S BROTHER also MEMPHIS PRESSsaid a Memphis lawyer had 
been contacted to work on
the new trial. He identified 
the attorney as “A. J. Ry­
man.”

Ryman indicated to prison 
officials that he had been
contacted. Prison officials 
said, however, he did not
present a letter or other
proof of the contact when he

Avery said prison regula­
tions allow only the prison-

HJ Being Investigated

M-Z^/Z

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



er s immediate family to vis- 
initial six-week 

Classification period.” That 
would mean Ray would not 
oe able to have, other visi­
tors until sometime next 
month.

fh™^?1^ perS°N, other 
than his brother, who has 
been permitted to visit with 
Ray is Georgia attorney J.

. Stoner. He was allowed to 
visit because, Avery said, he 
traveled here at Ray’s re­
quest qnd has been retained 
by Ray since last September.

Stoner, who has said his 
own association with the Ku 
Klux Klan will help him in 

wo^ for Ray, said he'is 
filing hbel suits on Ray’s be­

v,. ag.ainst some national 
publications but is not con­
nected with criminal pro­
ceedings in the case.

Meanwhile, an inmate who 
was confined close to Ray in 
the state prison said Ray has 
'been upset by newspaper ac- 
fi011?^ liking Stoner with 
the Klan.

JAMES POWER, who 
was freed yesterday, had

Ray’s in the prison’s maxi­
mum security building. ”.

“ ‘This is what I need,’ ” 
Powers quoted Ray assay- 
mg, sarcastically when he 
read the accounts. “ ‘This 
will really help me.’ ” Pow-
ers said Ray was confident, 
however, that Jie will be re­
turned to Memphis for a 

on his planned ap­
peal for a new trial.

“He told us that he didn’t 
expect to be in prison very 
long,” Powers said.‘“That 
jail cell in Memphis is just

^e^ '^ ” Rowers quot­
ed Ray as saying.

POWERS SAID Ray talked 
with him as well as two 
Negroes confined to the 
maximum security building. 
The two, Wiliam Garvin Al­
len and Steve Parker, /both 
described by police as black 
power advocates, are serv­
ing 99-year sentences on con­
viction of the slaying of a 
white Nashville policeman.

Powers said the Negroes 
made no attempt to harass 
Kay and none of the prison­
ers had asked Ray about the 
Kmg case. »
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Ray Looks To Developments
I In Politics To Bring Release

James Earl Ray expects certain “political developments” 
in this country will free him from prison in two to four years, 
according to an article by William Bradford Huie, Ray’s 
biographer, in this week’s Look magazine.

Ray, writes Huie, “believed that George C. Wallace would 
be elected president ... and that President Wallace would

pac^:promptly pardon the murderer of Dr. King.”
The article says that Ray eventually took comfort in the

Republican victory and that’~ “------------------—----- 
his brother Jerry Ray told
Huie: “Jimmy’s friends are 
just bound to have more power 
after Nixon becomes presi­
dent.”

The confessed killer, now 
serving a 99-year term in the 
Tennessee State Prison, “took 
what he regards as a political 
action approved by millions of 
Americans,” wrote Huie.

“Ray thinks he fired the first 
shot in a social or racial con­
flict, a second Civil War, 
which will eventually result in 
his being freed. He therefore 

I feels fulfilled; he believes he is

mired.
“And he is confident that po-

litical developments in the, - • —“’I------«—.- ... umvvj niuvii wi. AVMlg livaUCU)

United States will cause him to are sponsoring the 4 p.m. serv- 
ho frAo4 m iurn tn fruit*be freed in two to four years.

In the article, Huie says his They were planned several 
own conclusions point to the '
likelihood that Ray acted alone 
despite some lingering doubt 
that Ray was involved in a 
conspiracy.

In the same issue of the 
magazine, which goes on sale 
Tuesday, Birmingham attor­
ney Arthur J. Haynes, hired by 
Ray and fired last Nov. 11, 
assesses the case and says he 
believes “that Ray killed Dr. 
King because he was directed 
to do it.” ,|r " *

An attorney Percy Fore­
man, who got Ray to plead 
guilty and take the 99-year

sentence, offers his reflec­
tions: “When a man accused 
of murder sends for Percy 
Foreman, I show him the cour­
tesy of assuming he is 
guilty...

King Memorial Planned 
Today In Washington

The first of a series of me­
morial services inobservance 
of the anniversary of the death 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
will be held today in the Wash­
ington Cathedral about an hour 
after the body of President Ei­
senhower is taken from the 
cathedral to the Capitol.

Members of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, which Dr. King headed,

ices.

months ago to coincide with 
the weekend closest to, but not 
after, Dr. King’s death (April 
4) and were in no way intend­
ed to be linked with the Eisen­
hower death honors, a cathe­
dral spokesman said.

The SCLC has estimated 
18,000 marchers are expected 
to participate in a memorial 
march in Memphis Friday. A 
local march planner said yes­
terday the march is estimated 
to cost $25,000. The money is 
expected to come from contri­
butions from several organiza­
tions, individiali»aaiLihe Na­
tional Council of Churches.
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Judge W. Preston Battle 
Found Fatally Stricken,
Victim Of Heart Attack

Capt ^ Ci Fliess of the 
Sheriff’s Department homicide 
squad said the judge died of a 
heart attack. A physician who 
attended the judge at the hos­

E S said there were no out-
I, ward indications of the cause

_ ■ fl of death. «---------»
The doctor said he knew 

, Judge Battle had a mild dia­
L ' ’ , betic condition and was being
» 4 1 Seated for a “neck condition”
K xZVX by an arthritis specialist.

Judge Battle had apparently 
been writing at his desk just 
before he was stricken. A pen 

4 was found beside his desk.
Friends said he had no history

A heart trouble.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Roy C.

Nixon said an immediate au- 
Hflflflflflflfl topsy was ordered and per­
Judge Preston Battle ^med at John Gaston Hospi- 

3 -staff Photo 1 tai morgue.
Capt. R. A. Cochran of the 

_ Homicide Bureau said the au­_ - L CamhaI topsy completed at 9:50 p.m. ama s j6QU6 Dr jeny, tcounty medicalexaminer, 
—-------- showed Judge Battle died of a

Jurist Claimed National was tound „
Attention By Conducting Asst. Atty. Gen. Jim Beasley, 

, who- had tried unsuccessfully 
to find him earlier in the after-James Earl Ray Case

By WOODROW PAIGE JR.
Criminal Court Judge W. 

Preston Battle, who gained na­
tional attention in conducting 
the trial of James Earl Ray 
for the sniper-slaving of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, was found 
slumped over his desk at 5:25 
p.m. yesterday. He was dead 
when hQB-attiue4» at .Methodist 
Hospital at ft: 02 p.m.

noon. n
“I called him several times 

today. I called his secretary 
and she said, he was apparent-

Mr Rpaslp^ said tljpt he was 
not sure what time he had 
tried to call the judge, but that 
he had seen him between 12:30 
and 1 p.m.

Leaving the Criminal Courts 
Building to go home late yes­
terday, Mr. Beasley saw lights 

jon in Judge Battle’s office.
“I don’t normally go into 

judges’ offices, but I just 
thought something might be 
wrong,” he said.

An ambulance took the 
judge, seemingly dead, to the 
hospital from his office in the 
west end of the building’s sec­
ond floor, only a few steps 

i from the courtroom where Ray 
had pleaded guilty March 10 
and was s^pienced^by Judge 
Battle to 99 years in prison.

Mr. Beasley, one of the chief 
investigators for the attorney 
general’s office in the Ray 
case, said Judge Battle had 
taken a week’s vacation and 
had a physical checkup just 
before the final hearing.

The judge, obviously keeping 
himself clear for future hear­
ings concerning the case, had 
said little about it publicly. 
James A. Blackwell, Criminal 
Court clerk, said the judge had 
signed the minutes of the trial 
in which Ray pleaded guilty, 
however.

Mr. Beasley said law eh-
ly with someone else because jforcement officials gndthe at. 
she hadn’t been able to get itorney general’s office had 
him either,” Mr. Beasley said. | i

“She checked with Sheriff 
(William) Morris about 3 p.m. 
and found he wasn’t with hhn. 
I left a mgssagfijylth her for 
him to call me, and checked 
with her later.”

; al?
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asked othy jndg^ to take 
charge of all material concern­
ing the case.

The papers from the Ray 
Case and others were gathered 
together and taken to the of­
fice of Criminal Court Clerk 
James Blackwell and locked 
up.

“We don’t want Ray to tell 
us later he wrote something to 
Judge Battle and it disap­
peared,” he said.

Judge Battle was reluctant 
to talk about the Ray case 
after the sentencing. He said 
that “if I discussed the case 
I might have to recuse myself 
and make some other poor 
judge go through what I have 
for the past year. Gentlemen, 
I wouldn’t wish that on any­
body.” ,--------- ,

During the numerous prelim­
inary hearings and the final 
session. Judge Battle insisted 
on strong controls, following 
exacting procedure and limit­
ing publicity about the case as 
much as possible.

Leo Bearman Jr. of the 
amicus curia committee 
named by Judge Battle to as­
sist him in applying his order 
limiting publicity in the Ray 
case, said the judge’s death, 
may render contempt proceed-l 
ings against six persons moot.

In September, Judge Battle 
found two reporters, an attor­
ney and a private detective 
guilty of contempt but delayed 
sentencing them, saying that 
by their (jitma_cQpduct they 
might purge themselves.

He had also cited on con­
tempt charges a fingerprint 
expert for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, George Bone­
brake, and magazine writer 
William Bradford Huie. Hear­
ings for them was set for 
April 11.

“A contempt proceeding was 
a very personal matter with 
the judge,” said Mr. Bearman. 
“Judge Battle’s death could 
make the prosecutions moot. 
But I just- don’t know. I don’t 
think anybody would know un­
til he has gone to a law library 
and read the precedents.”

Judge Battle had said he 
would not be available to hear 
any new motions in the Ray 
case until after a planned 
march Friday in memory of 
Dr. King. ,--------w

Chief Justice Hamilton Bur­
nett of the Tennessee Supreme 
Court said Judge. Battle’s 
death would have no effect on 
any request Ray might make 
for a new trial.

“It makes no difference at 
all,” he said, adding that any 
Criminal Court judge could 
rule on a petition for a new 
trial.

“It’s normal for a case to be 
referred to its original location 
because of the availability of 
witnesses,” the justice said, 
“but there is no-legal basis 
requiring the same judge who

heard the original case to hear 
an- appeal.”* ”’

Judge Battle became a 
Criminal Court judge in 1959 
when he was appointed to a 
newly created court. He was 
re-elected 1^: 1466 for a term 
which would'' nave endW '® 
1974. '

Gov. Buford Ellington will 
name a successor, but may 
ask the local bar association 
for recommendations.

Services will be at 3:30 p.m. 
tomorrow at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church with burial 
in Elmwood Cemetery. Mem­
phis Funeral Home on Union 
is in charge. -------

Judge Battle leaves his wife, 
the former Florence Warfield 
Boyce; a daughter, Mrs. E. R. I 
Kinnebrew III of 269 Conlee; a| 
son, W. Preston Battle Jr. of! 
1422 Lamar; a step-daughter, 
Mrs. E. Frank King of 8123 
Dogwood Road, Germantown, 
and a stepson, W. J. Britton III 
of 189 Wallace Road.

He would have been 61 May 
6. Born in Memphis, he attend­
ed Memphis public schools, 
Memphis University School, 
Woodberry Forest School in 
Orange, Va.; Washington & 
Lee University and the Univer­
sity of Memphis Law School.

An assistant attorney gener­
al in Shelby County from 1934 
until 1945, he practiced law in 

| Memphis from 1945 until 1959, 
when he was anointed to the 

1 new court.'1
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H

Ray Case Provided Classicist 
^TOimactic RoU,

By CHARGE'S EDMUNDSON < Judge BsttlaJ^plored the
Criminal Court Judge W. 

Preston Battle considered the 
James Earl Ray case the 
crowning event of his career 
and was able to see it to a 
conclusion only because Ray 
pleaded guilty four weeks be­
fore his trial was set.

quirk of fate that let the King 
tragedy happen in Memphis. 
He detested, just as much, any 
attempt to demean Memphis 
because it happened to be the 
city where the criminal caught
up with his intended victim.

A lover of classics, one of his
Ray pleaded guilty March favorite authors was Winston 

10. The trial was set for April
7. Judge Battle was found 
dead, slumped over the office 
table where he had spent hours 
studying and conferring over 
the Ray case, just a week be­
fore the trial would have be­
gun.

The man who killed Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. is expected 
to move for a new trial, file a 
writ of habeas corpus and take 
every other legal step within 
his means to reverse his con­
viction. Most observers think 
Judge Battle left no loopholes.

Some of the judge’s friends

Churchill. In passing sentence 
on Ray, Judge Battle para­
phrased Churchill’s retort to 
Adolf Hitler’s threat to “wring 
England’s neck like a chick-

“He ran his court with a taut 
string an(f both the defense 
and the prosecution knew at 
all times where they stood,” 
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale said 
last night. '

Judge Battle belonged to an 
old Virginia family whose 
members included legislators, 
judges and a fairly recent gov­
ernor, John S. Battle. His 
home in the Continental Apart­
ments showed patrician tastes.

On the bookshelves the clas-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

, sics predominated. But his li­
en- ^ of records extended
neck^_repbed Churchill. -^ from ^ classic to rock-and- 

. , Iroll and jazz. His pedigreed
A national new<£ magazine/- ,

writing of the King murder, < bulldog Punky usually sat at 
termed Memphis a “decaying his master’s side. -----------
Mississippi River town.” From I

of drama, he was disappointed 
there was not a full-dress trial. 
Even without that, it appears 
that Judge Battle's name will 
go down in the case books., 
This seems assured by his 
stern attempt to closely limit 
pretrial publicity in the Ray 
case.

the bench, Judge Battle re­
plied: “Some river, some 
town.”

Ray’s first attorney, Arthur 
Hanes; former Birmingham 
mayor, alluded to the home­
town devotion when told in 
New York last night of Judge 
Battle’s death. “He was sin-, 
cere and he was conscien-? 
tious,” said Mr, Hanes. “He 
loved his city and defended it. 
He was thyiking of jhg welfare 
of his city and state throughout

The judge was a man of de­
termined views. He once con­
fessed to Public Defender 
Hugh Stanton Sr. that in a 
murder trial he allowed in the 
record evidence he knew could 
— and in fact did — cause a 
reversal on appeal. “I just

His conviction of two report­
ers for contempt on a charge 
of violating the pretrial public­
ity order is on appeal to the 
United States Supreme Court. 
However decided, it will plow 
new 'ground on the issue of a 
free press versus a fair trial.

The case may well deter­
mine whether American courts 
will follow the British policy of 
suppressing many facts of a 
crime until the accused is 
tried, or vglLamsiger an unfet­
tered press an indispensable 
ally of justice.

the case. I’m sure he had a
terrific strain.’* £

Mr. Hanes was found in con­
tempt of court for discussing 
portions of the legal proceed­
ings in the trial, and had been 
scheduled to appear for sen­
tencing April 11. .

Judge Battle had the quiet, 
firm presence — the natural 
gift of command — to hold the 
most expansive or exuberant 
attorneys in bounds. This may 
have been one reason why a 
courtroom showman like Hous­
ton’s Percy Foreman chose to 
plead his client -irtiltv'
than go to trial.

wasn’t going to be a party to 
turning that man loose on so­
ciety again.”

When he was assistant attor­
ney general he would go to 
great pains to gather evi­
dence or get a confession. In 

. one famous Shelby County 
case, he took a Bible to an 
accused man’s cell, read him 
the commandment, “Thou 
shalt not kill,” and pleaded for 
a confession. He got the 
confession. But the United 
States Supreme Court found 
duress. The case was re­
versed.

In some cases in which he 
was reversed, he announced 
from the bench, “I am of the 
same opinion-still.” Then he 
would cite chapter and verse.
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In the Montesi trial, a re-1 
porter wrote. “If t^R principals 
had been typecast by Holly­
wood, they could have gotten 
no better man to preside than 
Judge Battle.”

He savored every nuance of 
the testimony, but his face 
never betrayed the fact. Where 
there was direct conflict of tes­
timony, one of the two wit­
nesses was clearly lying. 
Judge Battle was known to say 
bluntly, “This is an issue of 
credibility. The coure believes 
Mr. X.”

In early middle-age Judge 
Hattie had a liquor problem. 
Many friends considered his 
victory over this the greatest 
proof of his character. To very 
close friends, he sometimes re­
ferred to himself as “an ar­
rested alcoholic.”-

In discussing the Greek clas­
sics, the judge liked to recall 
the passage from Plato quot­
ing Socrates as preferring to 
obey Athens’ laws and drink 
the cup of hemlock rather than 
flee prison. In a certain sense 
the James Earl Ray case 
turned out tn he Jn4ge Battle’s 
cup of hemlock._____________

Judge's Door Apr After Discovery
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1 By CHARLES EDMUNDSON
A top prosecutor in the James Ear. Ray emw Lw ng...;, 

hailed a new decision by the Tennessee Supreme C ru t us 
“assuring more than ever that Ray’s convict:.-,;-, v. , :d.”

In the case of Robert E. Richmond, convicted of burglary 
at Winchester, Tenn., the Supreme Court held the conviction 
could not be overturned on Richmond’s plea that he was 
pressured by his attorney to plead guilty. Justice Allison B. 
Humphreys, who wrote the. " / ’
opinion, said, “Incompetency (a tEem aie filed any-
of counsel, to be a denial of■wa^'
due process, must be such as [ Afer pIcacIil.„ ^uyMarch 
to make the trial a farce, a. jq Ray was scn*ene(| t0 gg 
sham, a mocKery of justice. . ,

„ 1, • ■ years m stale prison. In Nash-1 ne Supreme Court s opinion. , ,
came on reversal of a Tenncs-1vl e yC;>tciday a newly re­
see Court of Criminal Appeals jleased prisoner who occupied a 
order overturning Richmond’s.maximum security cell near
conviction in the Franklin I Ray quoted him as saying. 
County Circuit Court. i -.................................. - - - ■‘I’ll be going back to Memphis

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob- ^C1 an aPPoaD before long.
K. Dwyer said the high Another source in Nashville

court’s opinion sets no new|said Memphis lawyer Richard 
doctrine applicable to the man | J. Ryan went to the prison 
convicted of the murder of Dr. [ yesterday .0 see Ray but was 
Martin Luther King Jr. [refused permission by prison 

“It makes us rejoice, ofofficials.
course,” Mr. Dwyer said. “Buti Mr. Ryan was quoted as say- 
we were confident Ray’s rights! ing he would be back because 
had been safeguarded.” ” ~ ‘ '
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Mr. Dwyer said there still is 
nothing to keep Ray from fil­
ing a writ of habeas corpus in 
federal court, which is where

he was Ray’s now lawyer and 
will be tiling the appeal.

Mr. Ryan’s home confirmed 
last night that he had gone to 
Nashville to the prison.-------- „
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Nashville March 
Will Honor King 
On Date Of Death

A 20-block march in tribute to 
the late Dr. Marlin Luther King 

i Jr. will be sponsored here Fri- 
iday by the Nashville jlAACP 
: Youth Council! „

Edward Covington, council 
president, said the march, com­
ing on the first anniversary of 
Dr. King’s Memphis assassina­
tion, will begin at Hadley Park 
ai 11:30 a.m. and move to the] 
State Capitol Building where ai 
memorial service will be held 
on the steps of the building.

An earlier memorial service
for Dr. King will be held 
a.m. Friday aLtbP-.E’^ 
versity athletic stadium.

at 8 
Uni-
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P css-Scinnljr sicii Wrllcr

Wnen a rifle shot rang out 
or. the evening of April 4, 
ItjS, bringing death to Dr. 
M... tin Luther King Jr., the 
n?"h was the most expen- 
si' ■ ardor care in the his-
tory of 
ment, it 

Chic;

ho-:
3, Ki

■ the pohee depart- 
revealed today.

Henry Lux released 
showing that the 
d e squad devoted 

in hours to the inves-
on, a; a cost of $14,677.

.;en the department as-
•ed men to the guard de- 

tof assisting the sheriff’s 
_ department, in the 24-hour-

day

cost

■• I. <1
ill the county Jill, <ii. a 
of 13,872 man hours and

$57,934.
Another guard detail had 

to be assigned to the guard­
ing of a key witness, Charles 
Stevens, for a total of 7,580 
man hours between Aug. 24, 
1968, until March 11, 1969, at 
a money cost of $31,684.

Cost of overtime during 
the last few days prior to the 
trial when police were mobil­

, ized on an overtime basis to 
guard against any possible 
trouble, was $64,428,

Total cost of the homicide 
investigation and the varioiis

to

These figures do not in­
clude the money spent by the 
sheriff’s department in the 
guard detail, alteration of 
the jail to accommodate Ray 
or costs of preparation tor 
the trial.
. Police have estimated that 

jt cost the department ’

Hi#iiIS PRESS­
SCIMITAR

MEMPHIS, EO
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guard, .details added up to 
$168,776. *

_ These figures do not in­
clude the money spent by the 
sheriff’s department in the

$501,491 in overtime and ex­
penses for police’officefsbn 
the handling of the riots and 
civil disorders resulting 
from the garbage strike and 
the marches and riots at the

federal government in track- 
■ ing down Jami's' Earl Ray, 

convicted slayer of Dr. King.

guard detail, alteration of . . .
the jail to accommodate Ray time of Dr. King's slaying, 
or costs of preparation for ~ Costs given here by Chief
the trial. Lux do not, of course, in-

elude the vasts sum of mon-Police have estimated that elude the vasts sum of mon­
- it cost tne d epartment ’ey spent by the rBI andthe
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him in a.rvin;; |]is order 
limiting mmhcitv in the Ray 
case, 33ici the judge’s death 
may render contempt pro- 
CCC'img agonist six persons 
m-'-ot. But h< said, the law 
nv.st he nsi .relied concern­
ing this.

THESE INCLUDE Press­
Scimitar reporter Roy B. 
Hamilton and Commercial 
Appeal reporter Cileries Ed­
mundson. Battle delayed 
sentencing them on convic­
tion of contempt, saying by 
their tuture conduct they 
might purge themselves.

The State Supreme Court 
last week dealt a blow to 
Ray’s v yes for a new trial, 
ruling in a-case similar to 
R.o ’s a m.'.'.ndant cannot cot 

r a tuai on grounds he 
was m.ked .into ' pleading 
g. Uty by his attorney. Ray is 
reporter! to contend that 
rore.ata pressured him into 

" pies ■
kaiik, of 1422 Lamar, ; 

gas found unconscious at . 
ri l a m., siumpod over his

: his chambers, by 
g Gen. James Beas­
. he three prosecu-

. he Ray trial last 
Eoatn.

A Fire Department ambu- 
' race mok Battle to Method­
y Hospital, where he was 

ounced dead on arrival

A SHERIFF'S spokesman 
said Battle did not have a 
history of eart disease. Dr. 
Jerry T. Francisco, county 
coroner, confirmed, after an 
autopsy Brit death was 
cause:’ u/s heart attack.

BartL nad returned from a 
Florian vacation March 10 
the day that Ray pleaded 
guilty to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and took another rest after 
that, said the spokesman. He 
had a HT 'd checkup just 
before t! a . ■ I.

Beasle : .d he saw Battle 
between" 12:30 ml 1 p.m.. 
yesterday, .id an mpted to 
telephone law. .

He foum. Battle's secre­
tary like could not find 
the juc', : and she called 
Sheriff ’ . mm N. Morris

, w fourd Mm .'L

■ . .th her for the
'.'him.

BATTLE nm nqt return 
the call and, in late after­
noon, as Beasley was leav­
ing, he saw lights on in Bat­
tle’s office.

It was then Beasley en­
tered Battle’s chambers.

Battle had been a Criminal 
Court judge since 1959.

He was born in Menu, .i:-, 
and attended Idlewild 
School, Memphis University 

. School, Woodberry Forest 
School at Orange, Va., Wash­
ington & Lee University, 
and the old University of 
Memphis law school. He re­
ceived his law license in 
1933. He served as assistant 
district attorney from 1934 to 
1945. • -

BATTLE WAS IN private 
law practice from 1945 until 
1959, when he won election to 
fill the newly created court 
bench he served until his 
death. Battle was appointed 
to the post by Gpv. Buford 
Ellington after the Memphis

Services for Judge Battle 
wjll be held at 3:30 p.m. to­
morrow at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, with bur­
ial in Elmwood Cemetery.

Memphis and Shelby Coun­
ty Bar Association will hold 
a memorial service for 
Judge Battle at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday in his Courtroom, 
Div. 3 of the Criminal 
Courts. *

& Shelby County Bar Asso­
ciation primary.

Battle was shy, timid and 
diffident in his younger 
days, which he said led him 
to a career in law. He re­
called in I960 that his aver­
sion to public speaking 
caused him to join the liter­
ary society at MUS, so that 
he would be forced to speak.

He was a member of 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church.
His hobby was deep sea 

fishing.

BATrrr MARRIED tin 
former I'ln'WT W.nfHd 
Boyce of Mrjoobis in 1911,

He is also ■ "i vived by f't ;r 
childi < ;>: Me B. I t mb 
hmg el Gcrmm-I.'.wn, W. .1. 
Brilton IB. Mi E R Km- 
nemew HI, mM W dice I'm' 
ton H Pile .) r., n 11 of Mem­
phis, t b r e r pra Kh biklrcii 
and a broiler. John lollle, 
of Kingston, f'enn.

Battle iv.r; the jmEc in 
belli trials of Loin • . 
Mmitesi, grocery exm ' " 
accused of shying bis a a

Battle won a 'hoi I, ,;im 
man who wm. serious — M- 
most scowling — on the 
bench. He had a reputation 
for conducting a "iio-non- 
sense” courtroom.

SEVERAL OF HIS d-i- 
sions had been reversed by 
higher courts, but attoi ney 
noted that was the mark of a 
judge who heard many cases 
and was not afraid to blaze 
new trails.

He ruled his court with 
great dignity and courage.

The Tennessee Supreme 
Court, handing down a deci­
sion in one of his cases in 
February, 1969, recognized 
his rare ability as a jurist 
and commended him, say­
ing, “In all the annals con­
cerning the application of 
criminal law in this state, or 

: any other state, there is sel- 
{ dom to be found a multi-par- 
■ ty and complex criminal. 

trial which has been con­
I ducted with such judicial re- 
l straint, patience and excel- 
I lent legal discrimination as 
' that reflected in this enor­

mous record. What has been 
done here in the trial court 
is, indeed, a lasting tribute 
to the trial judiciary of this 
state.” .

Battle was a stickler for ' 
legal technicalities, and of­
ten dismissed court to re-. 
search a point of law.

■ He showed patience with ; 
defendants or witnesses who 
appeared nervous or did not 

■ understand legal procedures, 
but he often had sharp words 
for attorneys who attempted 
grandstand tactics in his. 
courtroom, f

Battle was picked bv lol 
from among the five Cnini- .. —------------- ---
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spec!-., yder a micro:ope, 
is tried as fairly . I -a.i 
have it.”
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