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inaction. Asked if there was; of his clients 
any other reason Avery said, hom;ddc and tlK
Its none of your busmoss," knew ;.£ facts in [h£
Mr. Hill, in arguing that the case

civil lawsuit should be tried in “what civil rights?” Judge 
Nashville, pointed to possible Miller asked.
hazards involved in Ray’s “The right to be let aRn° ” 
being transported from the Mr. Hui replied.
prison here to Memphis. —’----- - ---- —-

I 'A reporter for The ■C<H! ^f- 
'cal Appeal asked Avery what 
had brought him to the court­
room and Avery replied, “I

Percy Foreman of Houston 
and Arthur Hanes Sr. of Birm­
ingham, ar- writer William 
Bradford Huie.

| The convr.T serving a 99-

Arthur Hanes Jr., who repre­
sented his father at the hear­
ing, sought to have the senior 
Mr. Hanes removed as a de­
fendant because “there are no 
contracts between him (Mr. 
Hanes) and Mr. Ray.”

The junior Mr. Hanes said 
i since Ray had no funds to hire 
(counsel for his defense he en* 
Itered into a deal whereby Mr. 
(Huie would get 40 per cent of 
(the proceeds from published 
I accounts involving the case 
j and Mr. Hanes and Ray would 
receive 30 per cent each .,

When Mr. Hanes' left th?, 
case he assigned his rights to 
Ray and Ray in turn, the 

| junior Mr. Hanes said, assign- 
I ed his rights to his new at-

I because the cause of action did!
Harrv Avery,1 7 ari^here, but m —m- 
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Denial Of New Trial For Tay” ।
AjJualb Vju.hi

KNOXVILLE, July 15.—(A?)—The Tennessee Court of 
Criminal Appeals refused Tuesday to review a denial by a 

Memphis judge for a new murder trial for James Earl Ray 
in the slaying oi Dr. Manin Luther King Jr.

Presiding Judge Mark A. Walke- of Covington announced 
the court's decision after it had deliberated the matter less
than four hours.

Defense attorney J. B.. Stoner of Savannah, Ga., said the 
; appellate court’s ruling will be* " 
’appealed to the State Supreme|ting aside the sentence on 
iCourt. grounds that Battle died before 
I I ho had time to hear Ray’s mo- 
I Ray pleaded guilty in Mem-’tior. lor a new trial.
Iphis March 10 to the sniper!
’slaying last year of King, a| Stoner also argued that Fa- 
jcivil rights leader, and was! quin erred in his refusal to 
'sentenced by Criminal Court I consider as motions for a new 
Judge W. Preston Battle to 991 trial letters which Ray had 

!years in state prison. Battle! written to Judge Battle from 
(died 21 days lated. i the State Penitentiary in Nash- 
i In seeking, a new trial, Ray jville.
i claimed he was pressured by • Thomas E. Fox of Nashville, 
his former lawyer, Percy For-j deputy state attorney general 
x \ Houston. Texas, into;argued that Ray, by pleading 

lentvimg the guilty plea. Fore-' g-My, surrendered his right to
man denied the charge. both a new trial and appeal.

; Judge Arthur Ci Faquin, who! Ray, now serving his sen- 
• succeeded Battle in handling I tence in the State Penitentiary, 
। the Ray case, denied Ray’s! hired Stoner, Chattanooga law-
| motion for a new trial at a Iyer Rober. V/. Hill Jr. and 
’May 26 hearing in Memphis. ’Memphis attorney Richard 
! The gist of the defense argu- Ryan to represent him after 
iment before the appellate^dismissing Foreman.
Icourt Tuesday morning was] Ray was not present.ar the 
(that Faquin erred in not set-ihearing.
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Tssink Funos . does not pertain to efforts for 
a new trial.

Delay Suit Filed -
n i n i J™ SU t charges that Mr. 
On Ray’s Behalf I y^man’ M?- Hanes and .Mr.J “« to make money
A $250 technicality is holding ,, “^ sensational case by 

up a petition received by the ’ ^ j^gee-
federal court clerk’s office — .'_ — ^,
here yesterday charging that ° lve ^u icatitfiTHglits^ 
three men conspired to “vio- ® a^ 
late” the civil rights of James . . ®? s a a P^^minary 
Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty “JU”C{on be lssued against 
to killing Dr. Martin Luther ?e defendants enjonung them 
„. Tr mom the further exposure of

the alleged facts
The suit names former Ray ‘'the etiae!

The suit charges that Mr.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

attorneys Percy Foreman of 
Houston, Arthur Hanes of Bir­
mingham and author and mag­
azine writer William B. Huie 
of Hartselle, Ala.

The first federal action insti­
tuted by iRay, the suit charges! 
that the three men “entered: 
into a conspiracy to violate”! 

' Ray’s civil rights by capitaliz-; 
j ing on commercial aspects of i 
I the world-famous case.

The suit was filed through 
the mail by Chattanooga attor-[ 
ney Robert W. Hill Jr. in be- j 
half of Ray — but it lacked the; 
$250 cost bond required before 
it can be processed and the: 
defendants summoned to an­
swer the complaints. The fail­
ure to include the fee was ap-, 
parently an oversight.

Ray, who is serving a 99-| 
year sentence in the state peni-| 
tentiary at Nashville on a plea, 
of guilty in the April 4, 1968, 
assassination in Memphis, has; 
unsuccessfully appealed for a! 
new trial in Criminal Court ini 
Memphis and before the! 
Tennessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals.

The suit received at the 
clerk’s office yesj^rday^how- 
e^r, 19 n civil matter that

C*KU, MHut,

mw», mu
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Poor Sales Of First Work " 
On Ray May Daunt Others* 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON
The bonanza dreams of live writers who planned bouM on • 

James Ear! Ray. confessed slayer of Dr. Martin Luther .ding . 
Jr., are fading in light of a reported slight sale of the first 
volume to appear.

Charles Holmes, who acted as wiblv ’•alalions advisor or 
Shat iff William N. Morris during Ray’s imprisonment and ■ 
riM. said last nigh, that so few copies of the first book Fave 

been purchased thm Me publ-* -1—— ...... — ■
ishers are reported to have James D. er nres,"a reporter;

(Indicate pag£ nama of

PAGE ' I
if th? bookstand: for the Nashville Tennessean,,

Clay Blair, once editor cf the.was scheduled to have had a [ 
late "Saturday Evening Post, book out only two weeks later! 
had his "The Strange Case of than the- Blair book. But me; 

; uames Earl Ray” on the book- presses will never roll tor that'; 
stands a week after Ray plead-, one. Mr. Squires, However, > 
ed guilty here March'18. An wrote the book and collected al MEMPHIS, TENN

c was nearly liberal advance.
George E. McMilian of

nstant book,
all prewritten before the ver- 

• diet was in. Only a few pages 
had to be tossed off andpnsert- 
ed on the afternoon Ray was 
allowed to plead guilty.

What was meant to be only a 
first run of 300,000 copies of 
the paperback turned out to be 
the only run.

William B. Huie, who paid

'lari.-', was’ commissioned by 
Little, Brown & Co. to write

i “Portrait of an Assassin.” It is 
’still expected to be published.
1 Gerold Frank author of 
'“The Boston Strangle”'’ and 
Miner best sellers, severs1 of 
I which haw been made into 
i movies, never meant, for his

,f

.$35,000 for Ray’s handwritten/book, to be published by Dou- 
version of part of what hap- ' blcday, to appear until 1971.

•pened, was supposed to have;;He thinks his book, designed to 
had his “He Slew the Dream-j-go into Ray’s mental processes 
er” in the bookstores in both du nd the social conditions in­
paperback and hard cover in h fhiencing him, will have a 
May. He told The Commercial p more basic appeal than some 
Appeal yesterday the book Hof the others. His reported ad- 
wiil now appear only in hard । vance was $100,000. '• ..... '^
cover and not until January.

Ray has filed a suit, await-! 
. ing trial in United States Dis-; 
trict Court at Memphis, charg-| 
mg that Mr. Huie conspired ; 
with Ray’s first two attorneys,! 
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham' 
and Percy Foreman of Hous­
ton to capitalize on commer­
cial aspects of the w.-rid fa­
mous case.

The rypoe of pla....> .or Mr. 
Huie’s book >s believed to be 
partly due to the poor showing 
ui the Blair book and partly 
to question;1 raised in Ray’s 
suit.
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Detective Presser 
For license Fee

The county is trying to get 
private investigator Renfro T. 
Hays to pay $56 for a license 
for the period during which 
Hays worked as an unlicensed; 
investigator on the James Earl 
Ray case.

Sheriff’s deputies said yes­
terday they have not been able 
to serve a civil warrant on 
Hays, requiring him to appear 
in General Sessions Court.

The warrant was sworn outi- 
by County Court Clerk Robert; 
M. Gray, who said he has col­
lected $111 for a fee and late 
payment penalty for a state 
license for a private investiga­
tor from Hays’ lawyer.

However, said Mr. Gray, the 
attorney did not pay the $56 
the county has coming.

C. M. ‘Pat’ Murphy Jr., at­
torney for Hays, said yesterday 
he paid for the state license to 
block an attempt by attorneys 
for Ray to have Hays’ suit 
against Ray dismissed.

Mr. Murphy said he doesn’t 
think failure to pay the county 
lioenao fag would ^UcU^ 

I lawsuit.
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Ray ls Granted 
Request To End
Brothers Visits

NASHVILLE, Sept. 4. — 
(UPI) — Acting on a. request 
by James Earl Ray, Warden 

IW. S. Neil issued orders Thurs­
day prohibiting Jerry Ray, 
from visiting his brother in his 
maximum security cell at the 
state penitentiary.

Neil said James Earl Ray 
Imade a written request two 
days ago that Jerry Ray “be 
taken off his visiting list, but 

I left on the correspondence 
list.” He said Ray gave no 
reason for the request.

Robert W. Hill of Chattanoo­
ga, one of Ray’s attorneys, 
said Ray apparently is an­
gered by statements by his 
brother in which Jerry Ray, in 

I a St. Louis television inter­
view, said James Earl Ray 
believes Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated by 
federal agents.

Meanwhile, a legislative 
I committee in Nashville Thurs­
day decided to take a look at a 
Tennessee Bureau of Criminal 
Identification report which led 
to the firing of former state 
Corrections Commissioner 
Harry Avery.

Avery was fired May 29 aft­
er a controversy grew over his 
handling of Ray and the condi­
tion of the prison system. The 
controversy concerning Ray 
surrounded reports Avery had 
interviewed Ray for; the pur­
pose of writing a book.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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be camber Date 1
Sei For Hearing 
^sp Complaint^
■\ United States court hear- 

has been set for Dec. 1 on 
.L..:k Earl Ray’s complaint 
Rim „wo of his former attor- 
-;eys and an author conspired 

capitalize financially in the 
of Ray, convicted slayer 

of Dr Martin Luther King Jr.
- tree States List. Judge 

M. McRae Jr. yester- 
set me date after confer- 
in his chambers for an 
and a half with attorneys 

f; ..e plaintiff and the de­
me mats.

the judge said he would not 
order Ray to appear at the

Ray is serving a 99-year sen­
tence in the state prison in 
Nashville for the sniper assas­
sination of Dr. King here April 
4, ISfS.

The suit also as!.> 
tracts Ray signed wi;h Me at-i 
torneys and author to divide 
publication profits be nidified. 
Ray charged in the suit t... c ■ ’ 
was pressured to plead'...iky 
to the King nmcer — an alle­
gation denU-a sy Mo defend­
ants.

Tim judge, who -Rd Ray’s 
testimm.y would be taken by 
deposition, set Nov.'14 as rhe 
deadline for attorneys’ compil­
ing pretrial evidence.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

___  PAGE

----  COMMERCIAL APPEAL

----  MEMPHIS, TEO.

■hr defendants in the suit; 
a j former Ray attorneys Ar-) 
char Hanes Sr. of Birmingham | 
mm Percy Foreman of Hous-, 
ice nd ..uthor William Brad- 
iU . imie of Hartselle, Ala.

fethur Hanes Jr. is repre­
senting his father in the suit. 
Jom Hooker Sr. of Nashville is 
remeserting Mr. Foreman and 
Mr. Hui/. Attorneys Robert W. 
re of Chattanooga and Rich-i 
urd J. Ryan of Memphis are 
r_.y-cser.ting Ray.

: was just a matter of
. dwerk,” Mr. Hanes said 

1. a the closed-door, pretrial 
cm -rer.ee. I

. .men’t realiv gotten । 
mm ’.he merits of the lawsuit,” 
J ad e N Rae said.

Tim ,uit seeks to prevent 
n.RUi.a of articles or books 
if the case by any of the 

acmdants. •’
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Rsy Asks Court
For New Full Trial

JACKSON, Tenri., Oct. 6. — 
(AP) — James Earl Ray peti­
tioned the Tennessee Supreme 
Court Monday to grant him a 
full trial on charges he assassi­
nated Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. - -

Ray’s three lawyers filed a 
petition with the court clerk 
here, seeking to overturn a de­
cision handed down by Crimi­
nal Court Judge Arthur C. Fa- 
quin of Memphis who denied 
the original new-trial motion. 
The State Court of Criminal 

। Appeals later upheld Faquin’s 
decision.

; Ray, who pleaded guilty last 
March 10 to the sniper slaying 
of King, is serving a 99-year 
sentence in_ Tennessee State 
Prison at Nashville.

The motion asks that the Su­
preme Court grant a petition 
for certiorari — that is, that 
the court reveiw Faquin’s de­
cision and order a new trial for 

I Ray.
I The motion is based on the 
Ifact that Criminal Court Jurel 
V/. Preston Battle cf Mem;. ' 

' died a short time after acce.. .- 
ing Ray’s plea and pronounc­
ing sentence. Tennessee law 
provides that any new-trial 
motion pending before a judge 
who dies must be granted.

But Faquin ruled on May 26 
that that law was not applica­
ble to the Ray case because 
Ray, by pleading guiity, irre­
vocably waived in advance. 
any right of appeal cr of a now i 
trial.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

_ PAGE

----  COMMERCIAL APPEAL

----  MEMPHIS, TENN.

Date:

Edition:

Author:

^“-GORDON HANNA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Solitary Called Dangerous To Ray
NASHVILLE, Sept. 25. - 

(®I) — Charging that James 
Earl Ray’s health is declining 
because of his “solitary con­
finement,” attorney J. B. Ston- 
e£ said Thursday he would ask 
federal court next week io or- 
deriHay transferred from the 
maximum security unit at the 
statepenitentiary.
J^’s lost a lot of weight and 

his health will be ruined,” 
Signer said following a visit 
with^Ray at the white-walled 
pawn. “He’s been in solitary 
confinement too long for his 
health not to suffer.”

■State Safety Commissioner 
L&^Russell said Ray had dai- 
ly access to a doctor and he 
hadXheard no reports that the 
convicted killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was in failing 
hearth- “I think if there had

been some radical change in 
the man’s health, I would have 
been told about it,” he said.

Warden W. W. Neil said he 
would have no comment on 
Ray’s complaint until he had 
seen the petition.

“It hasn’t been brought to 
my attention that he has lost 
any weight,” said Neil. “I ha­
ven’t heard any personal com­
plaints from him.”

Neil added, however, that it 
was possible that Ray might 
have complained to pne of the 
prison hospital workers who 
visit the maximum security 
area daily.

Stoner also charged that 
prison officials had built some­
thing in Ray’s cell which pro­
hibited the. prisoner from tak­
ing proper exercise.

Neil said concrete was

poured around the toilets in all 
cells in the maximum security 
unit “because the men were 
tearing them apart.”

Russell said recently that 
Ray would be retained in max­
imum security until his fights 
in' the courts are exhausted.

Ray is appealing in state 
courts his murder conviction 
in the King assassination. He 
has also filed a federal court 
suit seeking to void contracts 
with two of his former attor­
neys and with Alabama author 
William Bradford Huie.

Ray has been housed in a 
six-by-nine-foot cell since 
March 11, the day after he 
pleaded guilty to murder at 
Memphis in exchange for a S9- 
year sentence.

Harry S. Avery, Russell’s 
predecessor, said earner fflls

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)

----  COMMERCIAL APTEAL

MEMPHIS, TENN

ylar h^ thought it would T?' 
“unwise” to allow Ray to min­
gle with the general prison 
population. An unofficial count 
shows that at least 13 persons 
have been killed inside the 
prison since 1957.

Stoner told reporters Thurs- 
. day that ftay was^iul afiwid” 
to mingle with other prisoners.
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Slated On Ray Suit,
A pre-trial hearing on James! 

Earl Ray’s suit against his for-' 
mer attorneys and an Ala-‘ 
bama author has been sched-i 
uled for 1:30 p.m. Thursday in1 
Federal District Court in Mem­
phis.

Federal Djst. Judge Robert 
M. McRae, in a letter to attor-* 
neys in the case, said the hear­
ing will be held in chambers. 
Such hearings customarily are 
open only to attorneys repre­
senting parties to a suit.

Judge McRae said he will , 
discuss setting a future hear­
ing to cover Ray’s application 
for both temporary and per­
manent injunctions, prelimi­
nary motions in the case and 
guidelines on evidence discov­
ery procedure. '^-------- -

Ray has filed a request for 
court orders restraining the 
defendants from “further ex­
posure of the alleged facts sur­
rounding the slaying of Martin. 
Luther King.”

The suit is aimed at prevent­
ing publication of articles or 
books by Ray’s former attor- j 
neys, Percy Foreman of Hous-’ 
ton and Arthur Hanes of Bir- > 
mingham, and author William 
Bradford Huie of Hartselle,1 
Ala. 4 " ”

Huie’s book on Ray and the 
King murder is expected to be 
released in January.

The suit also asks that con­
tracts Ray signed with the two 
attorneys and the author to 
divide up publication profits be 
nullified. Ray charged in his 
suit he was pressured to plead 
guilty to the King murder, an 
allegation denied by defendants 
in answers filed in the case.

Ray’s suit was originally 
filed in Nashville. It was dis­
missed there because of a rul­
ing that it should have been; 
filed in Memphis. 1
, No date has been set for trial 
!of the case.
| Ray is serving a 99-year sen-

(Indicate page, name of 
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Slated On Ray Suit
A pre-trial hearing on James 

Earl Ray’s suit against his for­
mer attorneys and an Ala­
bama author has been sched­
uled for 1:30 p.m. Thursday in 
Federal District Court in Mem­
phis.

Federal Dist. Judge Robert 
M. McRae, in a letter to attor­
neys in the case, said the hear­
ing will be held in chambers. 
Such hearings customarily are 
open only to attorneys repre­
senting parties to a suit.

Judge McRae said he will 
^discuss setting a future hear­
ing to cover Ray’s application 
for both temporary and per­
manent injunctions, prelimi- 
nary motions in the case and 
guidelines on evidence discov- 

I ery procedure.
Ray has filed a request for, 

| court orders restraining the 
j defendants from “further ex- 
) posure of the alleged facts sur- 
s rounding the slaying of Martin

Luther King.”
The suit is aimed at prevent­

ing publication of articles or 
: books by Ray’s former attor- 
j neys, Percy Foreman of Hous- ( 
ton and Arthur Hanes of Bir-1 
mingham, and author William 
Bradford Huie of Hartselle, 
Ala. --------- ’

Huie’s book on Ray and the 
King murder is expected to be 
released in January.

The suit also asks that con­
tracts Ray signed with the two 
attorneys and the author to 
divide up publication profits be 
nullified. Ray charged in his 
suit he was pressured to plead 
guilty to the King murder, an 

• allegation denied by defendants 
in answers filed in the case.

Ray’s suit was originally 
■ filed in Nashville. It was dis­
missed there because of a rul­
ing that it should have been 
filed in Memphis.

No date has been set for trial 
of the case.

Ray is serving a 99-year sen­
tence in., the state prison at 
Nashville^ ____
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^x-Ray Lawyers' 
To See Judge ;

! Two attorneys who have' 
p r e v i o^1 mi srepresented; 

. James Earl Ray will meet; 
with William Bradford Huie,' 
Alabama author, and Feder-) 

*al Judge Robert M. McRae. 
Thursday, in a pre-trial;

•conference. *
J Ray, who pleaded guilty to; 
t the slaying of Dr*. Martin Lu-' 
; ther King and was given a 
i.M-year sentence, is seeking: 
- to restrain Huie and his for-. 
1 mer attorneys Arthur Hanes 
fSr. of Birmingham, Ala., and| 

■Percy Foreman of Houston,, 
Tex,, from “further expo-; 

gsure of the alleged facts sur-j 
rounding the slaying of Dr.

1 Martin Luther King Jr.’’
Judge McRae said the 

closed door session Thursday 
/would involve discussion of a 
'date on which the suit could 
be heard.

Hanes and Foreman, who 
f represented Ray prior to his 
? pleading guilty, were named’ 

in the suit as the men who 
i; negotiated , contracts under 
/Which Huie was provided

<1

.<
t

?
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Hsnestoses Effort"
To Avoid Ray Suit;

A former attorney for James. 
Earl Ray, convicted slayer of | 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,! 
lost a preliminary courtroom' 
battle yesterday attempting to; 
free his law firm from entan-; 
glement of an injunction i 
sought by Ray. i

Arthur J. Hanes Jr. said his' 
father, who was dismissed 
from the Ray case shortly be- ; 
fore it was due for trial, no; 
longer has any connection with ;

-the case and is embarrassed

i(_________ I_______________
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)

___ PAGE

I___ COMMERCI/. APPEAL

___ MEMPHIS, TENN.
by the suit. i

A hearing has been set for i 
Dec. 1 on the request for an I 
injunction by Ray to prohibit I 
Mr. Hanes, attorney Percy 
Foreman of Houston, Texas,! 
and author William Bradford] 
Huie of Hartselle, Ala., from; 
publishing any articles or] 
books about Ray.. t I

“We’re not connected with ' 
part of or kin to any publica­
tion,. . . of this story,” said 
Mr. Hanes, who is represent­
ing his father.

Mr. Hanes said his father’s 
rights to 30 per cent of the 
profit from a book Mr. Huie] 
intends to publish were trans-1 
ferred to Mr. Foreman when' 
he entered the case. ]

United States Dist. Judge!
Robert M. McRae Jr., who re-1 
jected Mr. Hanes’ request yes-] 
terday, has said Ray will not 
be required to attend the hear­
ing. Ray is serving a 99-year 
sentence in the state prison in 
Nashville for the sniper assas- 
sination of Dr. King feere April 
4, 1958.
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■RayUas Queries 
For Hanes

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE £

Birmingham attorney Ar- 
■ thur Hanes, former counsel 
; of James Earl Ray, will soon 
. be asked to explain his con­

nection with publications 
concerning his client.

J. B. Stoner of Savannah, 
Ga., • co-counsel representing 

, Ray in his current federal 
suit seeking to bar publica­
tion of articles and stories 
about Ray, today submitted 
a lengthy set of questions for 
Hanes to answer under court 
order.

The admitted slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. has 
charged that Hanes, Ala­
bama author William Brad­
ford Huie and Texas attor­
ney Percy Foreman con- 

i spired to defraud him of fees ,. 
J gained from publication of 

his story.
i Questions to be asked 

Hanes concern his contract
' with Huie covering book 
, rights, how much Hanes was 

paid fof a magazine article 
he wrote and whether Huie 
had advised him as to how to 
conduct Ray’s defense.

The suit is scheduled to be 
heard by U.S. District Judge 
RobaUA McRae Jr. in De- 
cember.

5

----  MEMPHIS PRESS 
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Counsel For "Rap 
J Files Questions

An attorney representing 
James Earl Ray in a civil suit 
in federal court against his for­
mer attorneys and a magazine 

; writer has filed a series of 
I questions concerning past arti- 
i cles and a planned book about 
the case. '

Attorney J. B. Stoner .of Sa-, 
vannah, Ga., filed ,more'thajj, 
20 questions seeliingJnJorjna- 
tion from former,'ltayattorney' 
Arthur H. Hanes of Birming-! 
l)^- CR.^sgs concerning 
jiu^kaiifln of stories on the 
Ray case.
I The questions go into the 
[business relationship between 
j Mr. Hanes, Percy Foreman of 
•Houston, Texas, another for­
i mer attorney of the convicted 
slayer of Martin Luther King 
Jr., and writer William Brad­
ford Huie of Hartselle, Ala.

, The questions must be an- 
‘ swered within 15 days. 1 
< Ray, sewing a 99-year term 
’ for the slaying of Dr. King, 
| seeks to restrain the defend­
r ants from “further exposure of 

the alleged facts” surrounding
' the case.

A hearing has been set for 
Dec. 1 on the request for an 
injunction by Ray.

; In Nashville yesterday, a' 
? state House committee voted 
j to let the controversy involv- 
; ing Harry Avery, former cor- 
| rections commissioner, to “lie
i in peace.”

The group, however, decided 
that a study should be made of 
the Tennessee Bureau of Crim­
inal Identification, the agency 
whose report about Avery’s 
plans to write a book about 
Ray led to his dismissal as 
corrections commissioner.

Members of the House State 
and Local Government Com­
mittee agreed to “study, the 
TBI and set guidelines as to 
what it can and cannot do.” W. 
E. ‘Bud’ Hopton, TBI director, 
refused to turn the report of 
the investigation into the Av- 
pry matter over to the House 
committee. ^uju^
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j NASHVILLE, Nov. 22. —
■ (UP1) — A deposition was tak­
en Saturday from convicted 
assasi;, .James Earl Ray in 
c.'muviiun with a federal court 
suit lie filed against two for- 

,nwr attorneys and an Ala- 
l barm author. .
■ John j. Hooker Sr., a Nash- 
iviiit ariraey, said Texas at- 
tewwy Percy Foreman, who is

i named in the suit, was present 
\ iAirt the deposition was taken! 
from Ray. ‘ !

iimke; is Foreman’s attor-; 
noy a; tit? proceedings brought! 
by the convicu ri slayer of the! 
ktv. hmriin Luther King Jr.- j 

Afro mm; d in the suit arei 
William Bradford Huie, an Al-! 
alxma author, and attorney' 

..Arthur J. In.res Sr. of Bir-' 
•mi.ighnm, Ray’s; first attorney 
after he was arrested in the 
King slaying.

Kav is sadJiie to void con­
tracts with tiie mail er,teeming 
rEhts to his sory which was: 

-.written by Huie and published- 
in a mtionai magazine.

i Hooker said the deposition- 
was being taken in the maxi­
mum security building of the 
State Penitentiary jyhere Ray 
is.iwkw -hold.

(Inaicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Dismissal Ruled 
In Suit By Ray
By ROBERT KELLETT

A federal court suit seeking 
to void a series of contracts 

j between James Earl Ray and 
I his former attorneys and to 
I forbid publication of certain 
information in connection with 
jthe slaying of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King was dismissed yes­
terday.

United States Dist. Judge 
Robert M. McRae Jr., acting 
on a motion from attorneys 
■for the defendants, told Ray’s 
current attorneys: “I do not 
see that this proof would ever 
ripen into that proof of fraud 
that would cause this court to 
void th^e contracts.”

Ray, the convicted slayer of 
Dr. King, did not appear in 
court, but said in a 118-page 
deposition that he had been 
pressured into signing the con­
tracts which pledged revenues 
from writings by Alabama 
author William Bradford Huie 
first to attorney Arthur Hanes 
and later to attorney Percy 
Foreman.

Mr. Honker asked the court, 
to ‘‘let him (Ray) explain how 
with all these writings in his 
own handwriting he can claim 
he was overreached.”

Arthur Hanes Jr., who rep­
resented his father, sought to 
emphasize that his father had 
done everything possible to] 
properly represent Ray before 
he was dismissed two days be-; 
fore a trial was scheduled Nov.1 
12, 1968. i

Ray’s deposition included 
two direct denials that he 
killed Dr. King.

’ Mr. Hooker, questioning Rayl 
in Nashville, asked: “Did you] 
or not, on April 4, 1968, fire a 
shot that fatally wounded and 
killed Dr. Martin Luther 
King?” " - -■

“No, sir,” was the reply 
from Ray.

In his next question’ Mr. 
;Hooker asked: “You deny that 
jyou fired any such shot into 
the head or some part of the 

’body of Dr. Martin Luther 
King on that particular date or 
any other date?"

“Yes, sir, that’s correct,” 
was the second answer.

> Mr. Stoner indicated that 
Judge McRae’s decision will 

| probably & appealed. '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Attorneys Richard J. Ryan 
of Memphis and J. B. Stoner 
of Savannah, Ga., represent­
ing Ray, said that the actions 
of the attorneys contributed* 
conflicts of interest and the r 
contracts which they received ' 
from Ray were involuntary.

John J. Hooker, Nashville at­
torney representing Mr. Fore­
man and Mr. H >, argued that 
no evidence had been present­
ed that Ray was pressured to 
sign the contracts and made 
reference to more than 20,000 
words which he wrote in long 
hand and sent to Mr. Huie to 

(assist in preparing magazine 
jarticles a'ftd a book.
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Ray May A ppear
In Court Bec. 2£

NASHVILLE, Dec. 9. - 
(UPI) — James Earl Ray, 
convicted killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., apparently 
will appear in federal court 
here Dec. 29 to tell in person 
why he thinks he should be 
removed from his maximum 
security cell at the state peni­
tentiary.

Judge William E. Miller 
Tuesday ordered a full eviden­
tiary hearing for Ray and said 
“provision will be made for 
the petitioner’s personal pres­
ence . at the hearing under 
proper security precaustions.”

0

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Robert Hill of Chattanooga, 
one of Ray’s three lawyers, 
said Ray would “definitely” be 
at the hearing.

“He has a right to be present 
at hearings on all his mo­
tions,” Hill said. “Too much of 

. this has been underground al­
ready.”

The principal issue to be re- i 
solved at the hearing, Miller 
said, is whether Ray’s “pres­
ent incarceration in solitary 
confinement constitutes the 
sort of cruel and unusual pun­
ishment which is prohibited by 
the Eighth Amendment to the 
Constitution.”

MEMPHIS, TENN

Miller’s law clerk, Guy 
Cooper, received a mailed peti­
tion from Ray Nov. 24. The 
petition claimed Ray’s confine­
ment to a small maximum se­
curity cel! where he has been 
housed for eight months consti­
tutes “cruel and inhuman 
treatment.”

Named as defendants by 
Ray are state Corrections 
Commissioner Lake F. Russell 
and prison Warden W. S. Neil.

The petition seeks both pre­
liminary and permanent in­
junctions barring prison offi­
cials “from further unlawful 
incarceration” of Ray.

Russell has said he thinks it 
is in Ray’s “best interest” to 
keep him in maximum securi­
ty until ther-e-ie-a^settlement of 
various suits which have been 
brought in Ray’s behalf.
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NASHVILLE, Dec. 10. - 
(AP) — State prison officials 
said Wednesday they wilt op­
pose James Earl Ray’s federal 
court bid for an order releas­
ing him from maximum secu­
rity a: V.' state penitentiary.

“I don't want to see a prece­
dent established,” said Correc­
tions Commissioner Lake Rus­
sell.

Ray, serving 99 years after 
pleading guilty to a first-de- 
gree murder charge in the V63 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. at Memphis, will be 
taken before United States Dis­
trict Judge William E. Miller 
Dec. 29. He contends his con­
stitutional rights are being vio­
lated by confinement in maxi­
mum security.

In filing for the order two 
weeks ago, Ray named Russell 
and Penitentiary Warden Wil­
liam S. Neil as defendants.

Meanwhile, it was .reported 
that Ray may be transferred 
to the recently classified maxi-' 
mum security prison at Brushy 
Mountain, near Petros, if he 
loses his bid.

Russell has said repeatedly 
that Ray will remain in maxi­
mum security for his own pro­
tection until he exhausts his 
appeal for a new trial. But 
Ray contends that if there is a ■ 
plot against his life, as former 
Corrections ' Commissioner 
Hany Avery contended, it 
should be exposed so he can 
mingle with other prisoners. .

“If the, court lets him. out of. 
his security ;cell against: our- 
better ju d g m e n t,” Russell

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Appeal Attacks 
'Torture Of Ray

NASHVILLE, Dec. 23. - 
(UPI) — James Earl Ray said 
his ability to endure solitary 
confinement is diminishing 

। rapidly, and his attorney com­
pared his imprisonment to 
Nazi torture in a brief filed in 
federal court here Tuesday.

The supplemental brief was ’ 
signed by one of Ray’s three' 
attorneys, Robert Hill Jr. of 
Chattanooga, in connection • 
with a hearing Dec. 29 at 
which Ray will seek his re­
lease from Maximum security 
at the Tpnr^ccpo stato Prison.

Ray said he was not asking 
to be let out into the regular 
prison population and said he. 
knew of jobs he could do that 
■would make his exposure mini­
mal. The state has said it will1 
seek to prove that Ray’s re­
lease from maximum security 
would endanger his life.

Hill’s brief contained a de­
scription of “inhuman treat­
ment’’ to Ray since his arrest 
in London on a charge of slay-’ 
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ■ 
Appended were two affidavits 
signed by Ray last summer.

“I do not believe that I can 
withstand either mentally or 
physically this type of impris­
onment much longer,” Ray 

■ said in an affidavit notarized 
June 23.

In an emotionally-worded 
brief, Hill criticized officials’ 
handling of Ray from the time 
of his arrest to his imprison-; 
ment here. ।

Ray was placed in a small 
cell in Memphis, Hill charged, 
and was constantly under sur­
veillance by closed-circuit tele­
vision cameras, one of which 
‘‘focused, directly upon TBS toi­
let.

I " (Wllllrtioused at flirSheftyl 
County Jail, Ray was quar- 

| tered in a 35-foot cellblock 
(containing several cells, in­
cluding quarters for two 
deputies.) 

j “He was, of course, the 
brunt of crude jokes by prison 
officials and watchmen who 
had seen him on TV,” he said. 
Hill also said Ray was 
harassed by a “radio playing 

, blaring music approximately 
24 hours a day.

“To systematically strip 
away all inner psychological 
defenses through nine months 
of constant light, sound and 
observation is as legally dia- 

,bolical as many of the Nazi 
practices which we so often 
condemn,” Hill said. I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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the radio music made 
“very nervous” and 
guards refused to open 
dows in the cell, which

said 
him 
that 
win-
Ray 

said resulted in “nosebleeds
; and continuous headaches.

“Officials required that a 
; bright light be directed to all 
I parts of the cell,” he added.
' Ray charged he was placed 
' in maximum security in Nash- 
f ville because he refused to 
; give certain information to for- 
j mer state Corrections Com- 
i missioner Harry S. Avery and 
the FBI.

' The defense has filed a mo­
tion with United States Dist.

■ Judge William E. Miller — 
; who will preside at the Dec. 29 
hearing at which Ray is sched­
uled to appear —- to subpena i 

■ Avery, Gov. Buford Ellington 
and a Vanderbilt Uni verity 
psychiatrist.
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Ray Wlleavr 
i Cell For Hearing
i NASHVILLE, Dec. 28. — 

, (UPI) — James Earl Ray is to 
J leave the state penitentiary 
i Monday for the first time since 
: last March 11 to carry his fight 

’■ for release from maximum 
■security confinement before 
(United States District Judge 
! William E. Miller.
I Tight security precautions, 
including a search of all enter­
ing the courtroom — newsmen 
included — will be in effect for 
the hearing.

’ Ray, serving 99 years for the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., contends in his feder­
al court suit that his close con- 

jfinement “constitutes the sort 
of cruel and unusual punish­
ment which is prohibited by 

-the Eighth Amendment to the 
! Constitution.”
j Robert W. Hill Jr. of Chatta­
nooga, one of Ray’s attorneys, 
has compared the defendant’s 
imprisonment to Nazi torture.

Hill’s brief, dealing mainly ' 
with Ray’s imprisonment in 
Memphis after his capture in 
London, said, “To systemati­
cally strip away all inner psy- 

; chological defenses through 
nine months of constant light, 

. sound and observation is as 
legally diabolical as many of 

.’ the Nazi practices which we so 
■ often condemn.”

Ray said in a June 23 noto­
rized affidavit attached to the 

j brief, “I do not believe that I 
can withstand either mentally 
or physically this type of im­
prisonment much longer.”

(Indicate page, name of 
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The state contends Ray is 
being kept in maximum securi­
ty at the state prison here for' 
his own “best interest.” The 
state also denies his health is 

- jeopardized by the confine­
ment and counters with the 
claim that release from maxi­
mum security would endanger 
his life.

Ray says, however, that he 
is not asking to be let out into 
the regular prison population, 
but that be knew, of jobs he 
could do that would make his 
exposure miA al.
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'Ray Petitions 
Vo Get Out Of
MuxitHUni Security

; Ry LAftftv Brinton
. James Earl Ray toddy 
(petitioned U. S. District Court 
J hjoln iSta&b Prison Officials 
from continuing to keep him 

(confined in the maximum 
■ security cell where he has been 
eeld. ion the past eight months: 

* the petition was filed this 
afternoon with V. S. District 
Court Judge ̂ William 6. Miller 

■after being received by mall by 
’deputy court clerk Guy cooper.

Charging .that his confinement 
in the maximum security cell 
was “cruel and inhuman 
treatment,” the convicted 
siftyOr Of civil rights fetter Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Chattanooga, the 
fed he has been

Confinement and 
B Mitlnnt and in- 
“ufflti maximum 

ih Unusual treatment 
hag hbt violated in

rules of the rtii#, Stat 
ordinance of the state.”

; requested federal court lb issue 
ja preliminary injunction and £ 
permanent injunction 

* restraining prison officials 
(“froth further unlawful Jit 
) careeratioh” of Ray.
1 Defendants
’ Named ii defendants in tM 
■petition ware Lake F. Russell, 
'commissioner of the Tennessee 
Dpartment of Corrections, And 

.(William S. Nil, warden of State 
prison here. •"—

Ray was sentenced tb a 95- 
year term oh March iO , Ih 
Shelby county Where he pleaded 

’guilty to ■ the Hfii-amouah

Ray contended in the peti- 
tionthat three days after he ar­
rived at the prison he “began 
legal action to "set aside his 
guilty plea on the grounds that 
ft whs hot a vouhtiry plea” 
and that prison officials have 
made statements that he Was 
going to remain in maximum 
security “until he ceases and 
desists from making, all and 
any overtures for relief...” 

■ The petition alleges that the 
convicted slAyer hah been told 
lifts*.Will remain* in mazimum 
security until he . halts ail of 
h« conviction appeals.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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inmate Slain
Pointing up that on e inmate 

has already been slam while 
M-4US been confined at the 
A» penitentiary and that 
oBlis cillm there is a plot 
alMhst him, RAy Alleged “that 
ft there is s plot upon the life 
Of ypur petitioner, ft should he 
brought out In the open and 
dealt With” because the concern 
Of ptiSOh officials for his safety: 
IS causing him “untold anxiety,”
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slaying of king.
' the defendant, under heAvy 
I guard, whs transported the next 
day to Nashville where he was 

'‘placed m the maximum security 
'building. ]_ [appieiieiiaiuii, in iieaiui anu nt|

Russell, warden at the prison h^eves he cannot intelligently 
Li nnno with if fnrfhor

apprehension, ill health and he

at that time, said Ray was cope with it further.
confined to the maximum 
security cell for his own 
protection. Former corrections 
commissioner Harry Avery 
later claimed he had knowledge 
of an alleged plot by other nW 
mates to kill ray.

! ‘Unusual Treatment
! In Ray’s petition for in­
junctive relief, signed by Ray

In addition to seeking the pre­
liminary and permanent injunc­
tion, the petition requested that 
the defendant be required to ap­
pear “at the earliest day con­
venient” for a hearing, that all 
costs be charged to the defen­
dant and that Ray’s attorneys 
be allowed reasonable fees.
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Judge Miller sighed an order 
allowing Ray to file the petition 
as a pauper, but difh«i-«i a

and attorneys Richard J. Ryan, 
Memphis. J. R. Stoner, _ r_ r„,__ _  
[Savannah, Ga., and Roberb-W.I date for a hearing.
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