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KNOXVILLE, July 153.—(AP)—The Ternessee Court
Criminal Apoeals refused Tuesday to review a denial by a
M empms judge for a new murder trial for James Earl Ray
in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Presiding Judge wark A. Walker of ,f‘nvvngton anncunced
the court's decision after it had deiiberated the matier less
than four hours.

Defense a:tomey J. B..Stoner of Savannah, Ga, suid the
rappeliate court’s ruling will ber T
appealed to the State Supremejting aside the sentence on
Court. grounds that Battle died before

ihe had time to hear Ray'somo-

Ray wviecaded guilty in Mem- tion for anew {rial. .

iphis Morch 1 w0 the sniper! i
islaying iast year of King, a| Stomer aiss argued that Fa-
'civif rights leader, and wos‘quin erred in his refusal to
'sentenced by Criminal Court|consider as motions fcr a new
‘Judze W. Preston Battle to 99:tnal letters whxcn Rav ha
,years in state prison. Battle! written to Judge Battle from
idied 21 davs lated. fthe State Demtontla*" irr Nash-
¢ In secking a new trial, Ray|ville.
iclaimed ne was pressured by: Thomas E. Tox of Nashviile,
ais lormer ]a~~ vyCr, DeLCy For-i deputy state attornvy general
& w Zeusten, Texas, intolarzued that Ray, 0v pleading
lentaiiagz the zail Ly plea. Forc-'g.iiiy, wurrondered his right t
man denied tre charge. iboth a aew irial ané apyeal.
i Judge Arthur C: F,Lqum who!| ‘\ay now serving his sen-
‘succ\.eacd Battle in handling'tence in the Siaie Peulcentiary,
'the Ray case, denied Rays hired Sioner, Chattancoga law-
imotion for a new trial at a;yer Rober: W. Hill Jr. and
‘May 26 hearing in Memphis.  idMaemphis  sornev  Richard
} The gistof the defense argu- Ryar o represent him after
‘ment before the appellate,amv- ssing  Foreman.
icourt Tuosday morning was! Ray was not presgni ar the
that Faguin erred in not set-jheartng. .
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T
ssing Funds b :(;Ie:wntgf pertain 3 efforts for
Delay Suit Filed The suit charges that M.

On Ray ’s Behalf I{;oreman, Mr. Hanes and Mr.

uie conspired to make money
A $250 technicality is holding| O the sensational case by
up a petition received by the s that a ee- halcat p— -
federal court clerk’s officej 8ave Mr. Huie the, Cpaper, clty and &

newspaper, city and state.)
here yesterday charging that E!!![uiwe publicatidit !IEEE ”

three men conspired to “vio- th?t R:%(SSttohryt
late” the civil rights of James), . - ;on b: a Przhmmary
Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty j issued against —

- : the defendants enjoining them ‘
to killing Dr. Martin Luther|,, - 1
King, Jr. from the further exposure of 3

the alleged facts surreunding”
The suit names former Ray thef
attorneys Percy Foreman of —

‘Houston, Arthur Hanes of Bir- COHMERCI AL APPRAL
mingham and author and mag-
azine writer William B. Huie
of Hartselle, Ala. \

The first federal action insti-:
tuted by Ray, the suit charges!
that the three men ‘‘entered:
into a conspiracy to violate’
tRay’s civil rights by capitaliz-
ing on commercial aspects of|
the world-famous case.

The suit was filed through;
the mail by Chattanooga attor-|
ney Robert W. Hill Jr. in be-|
half of Ray — but it lacked the
$250 cost bond required before’ IS - é G
it can be processed and the Date: 7
defendants summoned to an-
swer the complaints. The fail-
ure to include the fee was ap-, Author:
|parently an oversight. Editor:

Ray, who is serving a 99— Title: GOWE
year sentence in the state peni- 2BON BANNA
tentiary at Nashville on a plea;
of guilty in the April 4, 1968,
assassination in Memphis, has: Character:
unsuccessfully appealed for a! or
new trial in Criminal Court in'
Memphis and before the!
Tennessee Court of Criminal Submitting Office:

Appeals. {] Being Investigm;

The suit received at the
|clerk’s offi W- o

S e Y, TSy
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Poor Sales Of First Work -
) - |
- i i
¢ - Y 4 P
On Ray May Daunt Others
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

The bonanza dreams of five writers who niannec Louks on -
James Ear! Ray. confesied slayer of Dr. Martin Luther wing |
Jr., are fading in light of a reported slight sale of ihe first
volume ta appear.,

Charles Holmes, whe acted as onblic vafations advisrr ‘o7
Sheillf Willam N. Morris during Ray's imprisonment and -
rial said Jast nigh. that so few copies of the first ook have

Ci f)u“.mscd thar tiwe puble® 2= o o,
;‘shc:'s' are reported o have James . &ovires) s reporter:
call cq it of I‘n heokstonds. for the Nashviile Tennessean, .

1:, ence eitor of the Was scheduiec to have hada

ningy Post, oook out only two weeks later!

""}k St«nnrnf,“c of then the Blair book. Bue .aei

(.’;ames Ear] Ray” on the book- prosses will never roil for thatx

stands a week after Ray plead- one. Mr. Squircs, ‘OW VUL i
ced guilty here March 5. Aa Wrofe the book and co'lected a!

“instant book,” i¢ was aeariy liberal advance. " l
all prewritten beiore the ver- (‘Lorge E ”“M“"‘“ "‘ At-
-dict was in. Only a few pagas {, . o

- 1(‘ WOS o 11050
‘had to be tossed off and inseri- . row Ifﬁlqlméo"ouciﬂtg
d on the af , e o :
ed on the aiternoon Ray was L mtka of an Assaszip.” luis

aliower: to plead guilty. Z.,au expecied to be published.

What was meant to be only a | Gerold Frank auior of
first run of 300,000 copies of {“The Bostcn Strangler” and
the paperback turned out to be |niher best seilers, severa' of
_the only run. "which have poen made into

Williamy B. Huie, who paid [1iovies, nover meari for his
. $35,000 for Ray's handwr**ten ;baok, to be publish nd b) Dou-
version of part of what hap-'bleday, to zppear until 1971
pf“\ei was g‘J;.:p()s&d 10 have!!He thinks his hook, dzsigned to
had hls ““He Slew the Dxca'n-i fo into Ray’s miental processes
er” in the bookstores in boti ! rmd the social conditions in-
saperback and hard coverin: fluencing him, will have a

i .
May. He told The Comme:ci h{more basic apneal iran some
Appe2] yesterday the bask! o the others. Liis repoxted ag-
will now appear ounly inha ~dl| ance was $100,000. “
cover and not untii Jarvary. | o

Ray has filed a suit, await~| |
ing trial in United States Dis-,
trict Court at Memphis, charg- |
ing that Mr. Huie (‘onspxred'
wuh Ray’s first twn attornays, |
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham!
and Percy Foreman of Hous-
tor to capitalize on commer-
cial asp“'ts of the w.iid Vo
iMOuUS Cass

The chinee of pla... Joz ian

ie's bonk s belizved (o be
povtly due to the poor showing
oi the Blair book and party
"to questiore ra‘sed in Ruys
sult. s

l
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Detective Pressed”
For License Fee

The county is trying to get
private investigator Renfro T.
Hays to pay $56 for a license
for the period during which
Hays worked as an unlicensed.
investigator on the James Earl|
Ray case. . ‘

Sheriff’s deputies said yes-
‘terday they have not been able
to serve a civil warrant on
Hays, requiring him to appear
in General Sessions Court.

The warrant was sworn out;-
by County Court Clerk Robert.
M. Gray, who said he has col-|
lected $111 for a fee and late|
payment penalty for a state
license for a private investiga-
tor from Hays’ lawyer.

However, said Mr. Gray, the
attorney did not pay the $56
the county has coming. |

C. M. ‘Pat’ Murphy Jr., at-
torney for Hays, said yesterday
he paid for the state license to
block an attempt by attorneys
for Ray to have Hays’ suit
against Ray dismissed.

Mr. Murphy said he doesn’t
think failure to pay the county
license—fag would affect-the

lawsuit.

o= e é/ )
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Ray Is Gianted
Request To End E

. Brother’s Visits
NASHVILLE, Sept. 4. —
(UPI) — Acting on a request
by James Earl Ray, Warden
{W. S. Neil issued orders Thurs-
day prohibiting Jerry Ray,
from visiting his brother in his'
maximum security cell at the
state penitentiary.

Neil said James Earl Ray
made a written request two,
days ago that Jerry Ray ‘‘be
taken off his visiting list, but
left on the correspondence
list.”” He said Ray gave nor
|

reason fog the request.

Robert W. Hill of Chattanoo-
ga, one of Ray’s attorneys,
said Ray apparently is an-
gered by statements by his
brother in which Jerry Ray, in
fa St. Louis television. inter- -
view, said James Earl Ray
'believes Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was assassinated by
federal agents.

Meanwhile, a legislative
committee in Nashville Thurs-
day decided to take a look at a
Tennessee Bureau of Criminal
Identification report which led
to the firing of former state
Corrections Commissioner
{Harry Avery.

Avery. was fired May 29 aft-
er a controversy grew over his
handling of Ray and the condi-
tion of the prison system. The
controversy concerning Ray ) e wBLaoation
surrounded reports Avery had S

in;erv%gweg Ray fogthe ur- ‘ .
pose of writing a book. , LT g aves o
' il G A, 7
W"/g//,f' Ww-(-/‘/ff}ol
)L/ | 4 L&,

W q
: a .
A et AN
g”rﬂﬁ\ . i\
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United States court near-!

ras Seen ‘set for Dec. 1 on
Earl Ray’s complaint
.wo of his former attor-
and an author Co“spired
sitalize financially in the
f r\“y, convicted slayer

' Me-iin J_.Ltﬂtr ing Jr.
""C ma'ea Dist. Judoe
T McRae Jr. yester-
e d»:e arter confer-
n us ch ers for an
and a half with attorneys
¢ plaintiff and the de-

onoeeats.

Zhe judge said he would not
Ray to appear at the

!

Ray 1s serving a 99- -year sen-
tenice in the state prison in
Nasbville for the sniper assas-

ination of Dr. King hexe April

~

¢=fendants in the suit:
former Ray atforneys Ar-|
- Hanes Sr. of Birmineham|
Percy Foreman of Hous-.
~ad .uthor William Brad-|
. . uule of Hartselle, Ala.
»wihur Hanes Jr. is repre-
»g his father in the suit.
Hooker Sr. of Nashville is
:ser.ting Mr. Foreman and
Hui. Attorneys Robert W
{ Chatanooga and Rich-
Ryan of Memphis are
~esenting Ray.
was  just a matter of
dwork,” Mr. Hanessaid
-+ the closecd-door, pretrial
rer.ce.
Loven't real'w gcmn
nerits of the lawsuit,
Rac said.
wilt seeks [0 prevent
or.on of artcles or books
he case by any of the
condants,

i

alss asis o con

tracts Ray signed wiih uie at~i
torneys and n‘tbo' [ <11\ud&,
publication p.o.its be

Ray charged in

s

to the

: WHO i Ray’s
y would be taken L]

ii, set Nov.'14as the
ine for attorneys’ compil-

ing pretrizl evidence, - - -
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Kay Asks Cour rm
For New Full Trial

JACKSON, Ten‘h., Oct. 6. —
(AP) — James Earl Ray peti-
tioned the Tennessee Supreme
Court Monday to grant hinmra
full trial on charges he assassi-
nated Dr. Martm Luther King
Jr. -

Ray’s three Iawyers filed a
petition with the court clerk
here, seeking to overturn a de-
cision handed down by Crimi-
nal Court Judge Arthur C. Fa-

quin of Memphis who denied|

the original new-trial motion.
‘"The State Court of Criminal
jAppeals later upheld Faquin’s
.decision.

. Ray, who pleaded guilty last’
March 10 to the sniper slaying
of King, is serving a 99-year
.sentence in TPrsnP<see State
[Prison at Nashville.

The motion asks that the Su-
preme Court grant a petition
for certiorari — that is, that
the court reveiw Faquin’s de-
cision and order a new trial for
Ray.

The motion is based on the

ct that Criminal Court JuCMJ

. Preston Battie ¢f S
dAed a short time azte; a(.Ck‘ =
ing Ray’s plea and pronounc-
ing sentence. Tennessee law
provides that any new-trial
miction pending before a judgze
who dies must be granted.

But Faquin ruled on May I8
that that law was not applica-
ble to the Ray case becauv.:
iRay, by pleading guiity, irre-
vocably waived in advanve

any right of appeal er of a ncw!
tial. "

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.;
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\S?)T tary Cal

NASHVILLE Sept. 25, —
(UPI) — Charging that James
Ewrl Ray’s health is declining
bétause of his “solitary con-
fmement ** attorney J. B. Ston-
et said Thursday he would ask
federal court next week 10 or-
dér-Ray transferred from the
maximum security unit at the
state: penitentiary.

MHE’s lost a lot of weight and
his ~health will be ruined,”
S@nér said following a visit

with~Ray at the white-walled
pd@sga. “He’s been in solitary
confmement too long for his
heaffh not to suffer.”

'Stne ‘Safety Commissioner
‘L3k&Russell said Ray had dai-
ly= access . to a doctor and he
hadheard no reports that the
carmcted killer -of Dr. Martin |;
L King Jr. was in failing

been some radical change in
the man’s health, I would have
been told about it,”’ he said.
Warden W. W. Neil said he
would have no comment on
Ray’s complaint until he had
seen the petition.

“It hasn't been brought to
my attention that he has lost
any weight,” said Neil; “I ha-
ven’t heard any personal com-
plaints from him.”

Neil added, however, that it
was possible that Ray might
have complained to pne of the
prison hospital workers who
visit the maximum security
area daily.

Stoner also charged that
prison officials had built some-
thing in Ray’s cell which pro-
hibited the. prisoner from tak-
ing proper exercise.

heaith. “I think if there had

Neil - said concrete was

ed Dangerous To Ray

poured around the toilets in all
cells in the maximum security
unit- “‘because the men were,
tearing them apart.”

Russell said recently that
Ray would be retained in max-
imum security until his fights
in' the courts are exhausted.

Ray is appealing in state
courts his murder conviction
in the King assassination. He
has also filed a federal court
suit seeking to void contracts
with two of his former attor-
neys and with Alabama author
William Bradford Huie. -

Ray has been housed in a
six-by-nine-foot ‘cell since
March. 11, the day after he
pleaded guilty to murder at
Memphis in exchange for a §9-
year sentence.

Harry S. Avery, Russell's
predecessor, said e&flier this

Nﬁ_ar R thought it would Would be'

“unwise’’ to allow Ray to.min-
gle with the general prison
‘population. An unofficial count
shows that at least 13 persons
have been Kkilled inside the
prison since 1957.

Stoner told reporters Thurs-

i day—tirat-Ray was *mot-afreid”
‘to mingle with other prisoners.
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Pre-TrialHearing | -
Slated OnRay Swt

A pre-trial hearingon J ames»
Earl Ray'’s suit against his for-'
mer attorneys and an Ala-
bama author has been sched-;
uled for 1:30 p.m. Thursday i in’
Federal District Court in Mem-
phis.

Federal Djst. Judge Robert
M. McRae, in a letter to attor-,
neys in the case, said the hear-
ing will be held in chambers.
Such hearings customarily are
open only to attorneys repre-
senting parties to a suit.

Judge McRae said he will,
discuss setting a future hear-
ing to cover Ray’s application
for both temporary and per-
manent injunctions, prelimi-
nary motions in the case and -
guidelines on evidence discov-
ery procedure,

Ray has filed a request for
court orders restraining the
defendants from “further ex-
posure of the alleged facts sur-
rounding the slaying of Martm

. | Luther King.”

The suit is aimed at prevent-
ing publication of articles or!
books by Ray’s former attor—
neys, Percy Foreman of Hous--
ton and Arthur Hanes of Bir-;
mingham, and author William'
Bradford HUIe of Hartselle,
Ala.

Huie’s  book on Ray and the

King murder is expected to be
‘released in January.
" The suit also asks that con-
tracts Ray signed with the two
attorneys and the author to
divide up publication profits be
nullified. Ray charged in his
suit he was pressured to plead
guilty to the King murder, an
allegatlon denied by defendants
in answers filed in the case.

Ray’'s suit was originally
filed in Nashville. It was dis-

* missed there because of a rul-

ing that it should have been;
filed in Memphis.

; No date has been set for tnal
‘of the case.

{ Rayis serving a ss-year sen- 4

tq%the state prison At
{Na‘hville. It ; ' K (’ “ *;_—é%&‘, W/
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Pre-Tra 'Heaﬁhjit
Slated OnRay Suit

A pre-trial hearing on James
Earl Ray’s suit against his for-
mer attorneys and an Ala-
‘bama author has been sched-
uled for 1:30 p.m. Thursday in
Federal District Court in Mem-
phis.

Federa! Dist. Judge Robert
M. McRae, in a letter to attor-
neys in the case, said the hear-
ing will be held in chambers.
Such hearings customarily are
open only to attorneys repre-

'senting parties to a suit.

. Judge McRae said he will
discuss setting a future hear-
ing to cover Ray’s application
for both temporary and per-
manent injunctions, prelimi-
.nary motions in the case and
|guidelines on evidence discov-

{lery procedure.
| Ray has filed a request for.
Heourt orders restraining the

| defendants from “‘further ex-

i posure of the alleged facts sur-.

irounding the slaying of Martin

|Luther King.” _
The suit is aimed at prevent-

"ing publication of articles or
: books by Ray’s former attor-
yneys, Percy Foreman of Hous-
‘ton and Arthur Hanes of Bir-
mingham, and author William
Bradford Huie of Hartselle,
Ala. O

Huie’s book on Ray and the
King murder is expected to be
‘released in January.
. The suit also asks that con-
tracts Ray signed with the two
attorneys and the author to
divide up publication profits be
nullified. Ray charged in his
'suit he was pressured to plead

guilty to the King murder, an'

‘allegation denied by defendants
.in answers filed in the case,

| Ray’s suit was originally
ifiled in Nashville. It was dis-
Imissed. there because of a rul-
ing that it should have been
ifiled in Memphis. .

No date has been set for trial
(of the case,

Ray is serving a 99-year sen-

‘te in_ the state prison at
|Nashville. ‘
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fEx-Ray Lawyérs* St B
To See Judge : &« pacE #

Two attorneys who have’

z‘

@

prev10uglvr§prl‘lelsente(:f ‘ Co B .
“-James Earl Ray will meet; - I
with William Bradford Hule, R MEMPHIS PRESS
Alabama author, and Feder-) . S A : SCIMTAR
-al Judge Robert M. M(:Raei T RN b S
Thursday, in a pre-tria T T VR
'conference B mpms! TENN.
; who pleaded guilty to - *. " - el e ey :
» the s?;ymg of Dr. Martin Lu-! S e '
¢ ther King and was givena
'99 -year sentence, is seekingi
, to restrain Huie and his for-.
Y mer attorneys Arthur Hanes
' Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., and
“Percy Foreman of Houston
Tex,, from *further expo-;
gsure of the alleged facts sur-§
_ rounding the slaying of Dt.
| Martin Luther King Jr.” ‘
" Judge McRae said the’ : .
. closed door session Thursday - : RPN {
‘would involve discussion of a U s
(date on which the suitcould . il Date:. /27 4
. be heard' : . e - e L Ed“lon: e
" Hanes and Foreman, who oo [ aeeeg: CHARLES H.
represented Ray prior tohis . . ., ' 0 LTl el »
pleadmg guilty, were named! R Editort, ) SCHNEIDER
. in the suit as the men who ‘ ' o Title: MURKIN
; negotiated . contracts under g :
fwhlch Huie was: provided:

n;c)rm uo‘\%uiok “ s Cha;acletx o
"qpouj‘guy d the § b FIA '»' . ;?'f. . or /
IR | J#e 0t | Classtfication: MEMPHIS
Submitting Office:

= Being Investigited .
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Hanas Loses Ffort |
To Avaid Ray Suit

A former attorney for James
Earl Ray, convicted slayer of]
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,!
lost a preliminary courtroom:
battle yesterday attempting to!
free his' law firm from entan-;
glement of an injunction
sought by Ray. |

Arthur J. Hanes Jr. said hls<
father, who was dismissed
from the Ray case shortly be-:
fore it was due for trial, no:
longer has any connection with;
«the case and is embarrassed:
by the suit. |

A hearing has been set for|
Dec. 1 on the request for an!
injunction by Ray to proaibiti
Mr. Hanes, attorney Percy
Foreman of Houston, Texas,!
and author William BladfOrd
Huie of Hartselle, Ala., from;
publishing any artlcles o~’I
books about Ray. ., {

“We're not connected with,!
part of or kin to any publ 1ca—'
tion .. . . of this story,” said
Mr. Hanes, who is represent-
ing his father.

Mr. Hanes said his father’s
rights to 30 per cent of the
profit from a book Mr. Huie
intends to publish were trans-
ferred to Mr. Foreman when!
he entered the case.

United States Dist. Judge.
Robert M. McRae Jr., who re-!
jected Mr. Hanes’ request yes-!
terday, has said Ray will not,
be required to attend the neal-l
ing. Ray is serving a 99-year |
senteace in the state prxson m|

Nashville for the sniper assas-’
hera _Anr]l

..... FA

4, 1958
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“Raytas Queries

For Hanes

Birmingham attorney Ar-
! thur Hanes, former counsel
i of James Earl Ray, will soon
. be asked to explain his con-
' nection with publications
" concerning his client.

J. B. Stoner of Savannah, .

. Ga.,’ co~counsel representing

. Ray in his current federal
suit seeking to bar publica-
tion of articles and stories

. about Ray,  today submitted
a lengthy set of questions for

. Hanes to answer under court

© order. .

~ The admitted slayer of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. has .
charged that Hanes, - Ala-
bama author William Brad-

. ford Huie and Texas attor- .
. ney Percy Foreman con- -
; spired to defraud him of fees 4,
. gained from publication of
" his story.

’i Questions to be asked
' Hanes concern his contract
!'with Huie covering book

, rights, how much Hanes was |

. paid for a magazine article
he wrote and whether Huie
had advised him as to how to
conduct Ray’s defense.

" The suit is scheduled to be
heard by U.S. District Judge
Rabert M, McRae Jr. in Qe-

cember.
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|in federal court against his for-
|mer attorneys and a magazine
|writer has filed a series of
| questions concerning past arti-
jcles and a planned book about

i/ state House committee voted
4to let the controversy involv-
iing Harry Avery, former cor-
irections commissioner, to “lie
jiin-peace.”

fthat a study should be made of

iinal Identification, the agency
/ whose report about Avery’s
/plans to write a book about
i#Ray led to his dismissal as
"lcorrections commissioner.

jand Local Government Com-
| mittee agreed to “study. the
|TBI and set guidelines as to
‘what it can and cannot do.” W.!

(Mounf Clipping in Space Below)

Counsel For Ray—

~ Files Questions

An attorney representing
James Earl Ray in a civil suit

the case.

Attorney J. B. Stoner .of Sa-
vannah, Ga., filed. mone than
20 questiops_seeking informa-
tion from former Ray attorney
Arthur ‘H. Hanes of Blrmmg-f
ham,; on..dealings concermng
‘publication - of stories on the
Ray-case.

i The questions go into the
ibusiness relationship between
1Mr Hanes, Percy Foreman of
‘Houston, Texas, another for-

imer attorney of the convicted

slayer of Martin Luther King
Jr., and writer William Brad-
ford Huie of Hartselle, Ala.

The questions must be an-

swered within 15 days. ‘

Ray, setwimg-a-88-year term

‘{for the slaying of Dr. King,
;| seeks to restrain the defend-
/| ants from “further exposure of
i/the alleged facts” surrounding
{' the case.

A hearing has been set for

‘!Dec. 1 on the request for an
injunction by Ray.

In Nashville yesterday, a

The group, however, decided

the Tennessee Bureau of Crim-

Members of the House State

E. ‘Bud’ Hopton, TBI director,

%refused to turn the report of
{the investigation into the Av-
| epymafter over to the House

committee. bl
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Dismissal Ruled
I Suit By Ray

By ROBERT KELLETT

A federa] court suit seeking

to void a scries of contracts
between James Earl Ray and
his former attorneys and to
forbid publication of certain
'information in connection with
;the siaying of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King was dismissed yes-
'terday.
i United States Dist. Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr., acting
'lon a motion from attorneys
for the defendants, told Ray’s
current attorneys: “I do not
see that this proof would ever
ripen into that proof of fraud
.that would cause this court to
void thege. rontracts.”

Ray, the convicted slayer of
Dr. King, did not appear in
court, but said in a 118-page
deposition that he had been
pressured into signing the con-
tracts which pledged revenues
from writings by Alabama
author William Bradford Huie
first to attorney Arthur Hanes
and later to attorney Percy
Foreman.

Attorneys Richard J. Ryan
of Memphis and J. B, Stoner
of Savannah, Ga., represent-
ing Ray, said that the actions
of the attorneys contributed:

conflicts of interest and the

contracts which they received -
from Ray were involuntary.
John J. Hooker, Nashville at-
torney representing Mr. Fore-
man and Mr. I "», argued that
no evidence had been present-
ed that Ray was pressured to
sign the contracts and -made
reference to more than 20,000
words which he wrote in long

hand and sent to Mr. Huie to{~

.assist_in_preparing magazine
articles and a’ book.

L 4

" |with all these writings in his

J\flr. Hr)nker asked the court
to “let him (Ray) explain how

own handwriting he can claim
he was overreached.”

Arthur Hanes Jr., who rep-
resented his father, sought to
emphasize that his father had
done everything possible to
properly represent Ray before
he was dismissed two days be-:
fore a trial was scheduled Nov,!
'12, 1968.

Ray’s deposition included
two direct denials that he
killed Dr, King,
. Mr. Hooker, questioning Ray
in Nashville, asked: “Did you
or not, on April 4, 1968, fire a
shot that fatally wounded and
killed Dr. Martin Luther
King?” + - =

“No, sir,”” was ‘the reply
from Ray.

In his next questionr Mr.
iHooker asked: ‘‘You deny that
|you fired any such shot into
gthe head or some part of the
‘body of Dr. Martin Luther
King on that particular date or
any other date?”

“Yes, sir, that's correct,”
was the second answer., i
i Mr. Stoner indicated that
I.Tu,dge ‘McRae’s decision will

probably bé appedled. ™™ - ..
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Ray Mavy Apnear
In Court Dec. 2

Orn Cell Proiest

NASHVILLE, Dcec. 9. —
(UPI) — James Earl Ray,
convicted killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., apparently
will appear in federal court
here Dzc. 29 to tell in person
why he thinks he should be
removed {rom his maximum
security cell at the state peni-
tentiary.

Judge Willlam E. Miller
Tuesday ordered a full eviden-
tiary hearing for Ray and said
“provision will be made for
the petitioner’s personal pres-
ence  at the hearing under
proper security precaustions.”

Robert il of Chattanocga,
one of Ray's three lawyers,
sald Ray would “definitely” be
at the hearing.

“He has a right to be present
at hearings on all his mo-
tions,”" Hill said. “Too much of
.this has been underground al-
ready.”

The pr mopa issue to be re- |
solved at the hearing, Miller
said, is whether Ray’s “pres-
ent incarceration in solitary
confinement constituteg the
sort of cruel and unusual pun-
Ishment which is prohibited by
the Eighth Amendment to the
Constxtutxon ”

Miller’s law clerk, Guy
Cooper, received a mailed peti-
tion from Ray Nov. 24. The
petition claimed Ray's confine-
ment to a small maximum se-
curity cell where he has been
housed Ior eight months consti-
tutes  “crnel  and inhuman
treatment.”

Named as defendants by
Ray are state Corrections
Commissioner Lake F. Russell
and prison Warden W. S. Neil.

The petition secks both pre-
liminary and permanent in-
junctions barring prison offi-
cials “from furiher unlawful
incarceration” of Ray.

Russell has said he thinks it
is in Ray’s ‘‘best interest’ to
keep him in maximum securi-
ty until therede2asettlement of
various suits which have been
brought in Ray’s (behalf
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Prison 0 :"i ials

~Oonose Ray's Pla

NASr{VvILLE, Dec. 10, —
(AP) — State prison officials
said Wednesday they will op-
pose James Earl Ray’s federal
court bid for an order releas-
ing him from meximum secu-
ntv ot ihe siate penitentiary.

“I <don’twant o see a prece-
dent esiablished,” said Correc-
tions Commissioner Lake Rus-
sell.

Ray, serving 99 years after
pleading guilty to a first-de-
grée murder charge in the 1568
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. at Memphis, will be
taken before United States Dis-
trict Judge William E. Miller
Dec. 29. He contends his con-
stitutional rights are being vio-
lated by confinement in maxi-
mum securlty

In filing for the order two
weeks ago, Ray named Russell
and Penitentiary Warden Wil-
liam S. Neil as defendants.

Meanwhile, it was.reported
that Ray may be transferred
to the recently classified maxi-'
mum security prison at Brushy
Mountain, near Petros, if he
loses his bid.

Russell has said repeatedly
that Ray will remain in maxi-
mum security for his own pro-
tection until he exhausts his
appeal for a new trial. But
Ray contends that if there is a
plot against his life, as former
Corrections " Commissioner
Harry Avery contended, it
should be exposed so he can
mingle with other prisoners. .

“If the, court lets him out of.
his security .cell against; our.
better judgment,” Russell
said, “then they (the. court
would have“t:r-‘.et—’:verybody
out.” .
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ppeal Attacks
Torture’ Of Ray

NASHVILLE, Dec. 23. —
(UPI) — James Earl Ray said
his ability to endure solitary|
{confinement = is diminishing}
{rapidly, and his attorney com-}
pared his imprisonment tol
|Nazi torture in a brief filed in}
federal court here Tuesday.

The supplemental brief was®
signed by one of Ray’s three’
attorneys, Robert Hill Jr. of
Chattanooga, in connection-*
:with a hearing Dec. 29 at:
which Ray will seek his re-
lease from Maximum security
at the Tenngssee Sfate Prison.

Ray said he was not asking.
to be let out into the regular:
prison population and said he:
knew of jobs he could do that
would make his exposure mini-
‘mal. The state has said it will:
seek to prove that Ray’s re-
lease from maximum security
would endanger his life.

Hill’s brief contained a de-
scription of ‘‘inhuman treat-
ment”’ to Ray since his arrest
.in London on a charge of slay-
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
jAppended were two affidavits
signed by Ray last summer.

“I do not believe that I can
withstand either mentally or.
physically this type of impris-
onment much longer,” Ray

1June 23.

{ In an emotionally-worded
brief, Hill criticized officials’
‘handling of Ray from the time

{ment here.

Ray was placed in a small
cell in Memphis, Hill charged,
and was constantly under sur-

vision cameras, one of which

I<focyged directly upOmTheToi-
‘let. '

| “very nervous”
(|said resulted in ‘“nosebleeds
iand continuous headaches.

Jbright light be directed to all
iiparts of the cell,” he added.

Jin_maximum security in Nash-
| ville because he refused to
i glve certain information to for-

said in an affidavit notarized

;of his arrest to his imprison-|

veillance by closed-circuit tele-|

“(Whtte housed at tireStretby
County Jail, Ray was quar-
itered in a 35-foot cellblock
icontaining several cells, in-
cluding quarters for two
-deputies.)

. “He was, of course, the’
brunt of crude jokes by prison
‘officials and watchmen who
had seen him on TV,” he said.
‘Hill also said Ray was
‘harassed by a ‘“radio playing.
.blaring music approximately
.24 hours a day.

- “To systematically strip
;away all inner psychological
-defenses through nine months
of constant light, sound and
observation is as legally dia-
jbolical as many of the Nazi
practices which we so often
condemn,” Hill said. I

| In hig_affidayits, Ray said
Ithe radio music made him
and that
| guards refused to open win-
{dows in the cell, which Ray

“Officials required that a

Ray charged he was placed

jymer state Corrections Com-
| missioner Harry S. Avery and
jthe FBI. i i

| The defense has filed a mo-
jtion with United States Dist.
{Judge William E. Miller —
{who will preside at the Dec. 29
(hearing at which Ray is sched-
juled to appear — to subpena;
‘Avery, Gov. Buford Ellington
and a Vanderbilt Univergjty

sychiatrist. St
pSychia )

J

P A(y/é)) /
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Ray Will Leave
CellFor Hearmg

NASHVILLE, Dec. " 28.
{(UPI) — James Earl Ray is to
{leave the state penitentiary
i{Monday for the first time since
ilast March 11 to carry his fight
“for release from maximum
;security confinement before
iUnited States District Judge
!William E. Miller.
Tight security precautions,
;including a search of all enter-
‘ing the courtroom — newsmen
_included — will be in effect for
the hearing.

Ray, serving 99 years for the
imurder of Dr. Martin Luther

'
M
8]
|

_iKing Jr., contends in his feder-

jal court suit that his close con-
ffinement “‘constitutes the sort
of cruel and unusual punish-
ment which is prohibited by

sthe Eighth Amendment to the

!Constitution.”

© Robert W. Hill Jr. of Chatta-
i nooga, one of Ray’s attorneys,
: has compared the defendant’s
‘imprisonment to Nazi torture.
-Hill's brief, dealing mainly
with Ray’s imprisonment in
Memphis after his capture in
“London, said, “To systemati-
cally strip away all inner psy-
‘chological defenses through
- nine months of constant light,
.sound and observation is as
, legally diabolical as many of
' the Nazi practices which we so
-often condemn.” -
Ray said in a June 23 noto-
- rized affidavit attached to the
i brief, ‘I do not believe that I
{can withstand either mentally
or physically this type of im-
|prisonment much longer.”
f

The state contends Ray is
‘being kept in maximum securi-
ty at the state prison here for’
his own ‘best interest.” The
'state also denies his health is
jeopardized by the confine-
ment and counters with the
claim that release from maxi-
mum security would endanger
his life.

Ray says, however, that he
is not asking to be let out into
the regular prison population,
but that be-kneuy of jobs he
could do that would make his
exposure mif - al.
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commissioner . Harry  Avery|the defendant be required to ap-
later claimed he had knowledge pear ‘‘at the earliest day con- i
.of an alleged plot by other ind|venient” for a hearing, that all ‘ St
‘mates to kill ray. costs be charged to the defen-
' ‘Unusual Treatment dant and that Ray’s attorneys
| In Ray's petition for in-|he allowed reasonahle fees.

junctive relief, signed by Ray| Judge Millar signed an order
‘and attorneys Richard J. Ryan,|allowing Ray to file the petition!

IM_ﬁ_m_p_ﬁllS , J. B. Stoner,|as a pauper, but didmot~set a
\Savannah, Ga., and Robertr-\&.-d-e&e for a hearing. '
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