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RayDeniedHearing 
. On Book Contracid

From The Commercial Appeal 
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22. — 
The United States Supreme 
Court Tuesday denied a hear-j 
ihg to James Earl Ray, who is' 
serving a 99-year sentence in 
Tennessee for the assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., in connection with a con­
troversy over a book contract.

Ray sued in Federal District 
Court in Nashville #n 1969 to 
void a contract undif which he 
Said attorney Per<^ Foreman 
of Houston would receive 
$165,000 of the proceds from a 
book, “He Slew the Dreamer,” 
written by William Bradford 
Huie.

i The book was about Ray’s 
l|fe and the assassination.
" Meanwhile, Ray, in a letter 

brought out of Brushy Moun­
tain State Prison at Petros by 
his brother, denies he attempt­
ed to escape Feb. 5 as reported 
by state officials. | 
; Ray said he actually was 
in bed in his cell when the al­
leged escape attempt oc­
curred. State officials prompt­
ly denied his denial.

The letter denying the es­
cape attempt was brought 
from the prison by Jerry Ray,

Knoxville newspaper.
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Appeals Court 
Denies Ray Bid

For New. Trial

JACKSON, Tenn., Feb. 24. — 
Tennessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals refused a new trial for 
James Earl Ray in a unani­
mous ruling here Thursday.

The panel of judges upheld a 
ruling by Shelby County Crimi­
nal Court Judge William H. 
Williams refusing . the new 
trial.

The judges held that Ray’s 
contentions in his appeal were 
all unacceptable, ruling that 
they either did not rise to con­
stitutional proportions, they al­
ready had been ruled on, or 
they concerned constitutional 
rights waived by his guilty 
plea.

■ A new trial based on other 
grounds previously had 6W8, 
refused by the state Supreme 
Court.

Ray pleaded guilty before 
the late Criminal Court Judge 
W. Preston Battle March 10, 
1969, to the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. He re? 
ceived a 99-year prison sen­
tence.

The judges also affirmed the 
Shelby County Criminal Court 
armed robbery and assault 
convictions of Jessie James 
Taylor.

Taylor was indicted for 
armed robbery and attempted 
robbery in Connection with 
three Memphis liquor stores jn. 
September, 1070. Ha wasebjv 
victed in each.

The court also affirmed the 
Shelby County Criminal Court 
conviction of Harold Ray 
MoUltree for the Feb. 2, 1970, 
second-degree burglary of the 
Samuel Gassaway Jr. home.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
(UPI) — James Earl Ray, 
convicted assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., has 
failed again in his bid for a 
new trial.

A three-judge panel of the 
Tennessee Court of Criminal 
Appeals voted unanimously 
Thursday to deny a petition 
for a new hearing.

The appellate court ruling 
upheld a refusal by Shelby 
County Criminal Court 
Judge William H. Williams 
to grant Ray a new trial.

The civil rights leader was 
slain in Memphis April 4, 
1968. A single bullet from a 
sniper’s gun slew King as 
he stood on the balcony of

his room at the Lorraine Ho­
tel.

Ray, linked to fingerprints 
found on a hunting rifle, was 
apprehended in London and 
pleaded guilty to the crime.

The late Judge W. Preston 
Battle accepted the guilty 
plea and imposed a99-year 
prison sentence. Under 
Tennessee law, a guilty plea 
waives the right to appeal 
except under certain unusual 
circumstances.

Ray’s petition for a new 
trial claimed that famed de­
fense attorney Percy Fore­
man of Houston coerced him 
into pleading guilty. Also, 
the petition says, the public 
has a right to know all the

events surrounding the death 
of the civil rights leader.

The petition was denied on 
the grounds that Ray’s con* 
tentions were all unaccepta­
ble—either that they did not 
raise constitutional ques­
tions, had already been ruled 
on or were waived by the 
defendant’s guilty plea.

Earlier, Ray had peti­
tioned the state Supreme 
Court for a new trial. That 
petition was denied also.

Ray is presently serving 
his prison sentence at 
Tennessee’s maximum-secu­
rity Brushy Mountain state 
prison at Petros. Since he 
has been confined there offi­
cials say he has tried to es­
cape twice — both times 
without success. ’~~—< .
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Visiting^BightsEnd 
f For Ray's Brother
i KNOXVILLE, March 18.- 

(U P I)—J a m e s Earl Ray’s 
brother, Jerry Ray, has been 
banned from visiting Brushy 
Mountain State Prison for six

; months because of a letter he 
■ mailed last month for the con- 
< victed assassin.
■ Ray, who is serving 99 years 
for the murder of Dr. Martin

i Luther King, sent the letter by
1 his brother to the Knoxville 

News Sentinel. In it, he denied 
reports that he attempted to

; escape.
Warden Robert Moore con­

firmed that Jerry Ray’s visita­
tion rights had been sus­
pended. He said the decision 
was made by his office and the 
State Department of Correc­
tions.

Prison officials said Ray 
made his second escape at­
tempt in early February by 
cutting a hole in the ceiling of 

: a room just off the prison’s 
movie projection area.

Shortly after he was trans­
' ferred to the maximum securi- 
■ ty facility near Petros in East 
Tennessee, Ray made an es­
cape try which failed when he 
had to leave a heating duct 
because it became too hot.

Moore said that there is a 
rule prohibiting a visitor from 
delivering any object for an 
inmate outside the prison 
walls.

At the time Jerry Ray 
mailed the letter, he told the 
newspaper he had taken sever­
al other letters out for his 
brother. *--------- *
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1,200 Attend Memorial ServiceTdr
Martin Luther Kin

By BROWN ALAN FLYNN 
»r«.».c^mitnr staf^Wrlter

The power of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. still lives, 
said one speaker at a memo­
rial service for the civil 
rights leader who was slain 
four years ago yesterday in 
Memphis.. Another speaker 
warned that the fight for 
which he gave his life still 
has not been won.

About l',200 persons gath­
ered in the auditorium at 
Central High School for the 
memorial service last night, 
following a march of about 
60 persons to the school from 
the Lorraine Motel where 
King was shot April 4,1968.

“What was Dr. King’s leg­
acy?” said the Rev. Kelly 
Miller Smith, assistant dean 
of the Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School and pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Capitol 
Hill, in Nashville. .

“It was not a legacy of 
weakness, of acquiescense,” 
he said, “but rather a lega­
cy of power.”

He said King’s struggles 
involved battiks of “God-en­
dowed i^werWtagainst (^n- 
sfitutedWutih^^r^- flWB
King’s «jw 
tices did'n
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MEMORIAL MARCH FOR DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
More than 60 persons marched from the Lorraine Motel to Central High School 

yesterday in honor of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. King was shot four years 
ago yesterday at the motel. Memorial services were held at Central.

but ^as transferred to his “There was a calm cour- how capture part of the light 
fpHb&ers. age about Martin that would of his courage,” said Rev.

cause those of us who Smith. ' " *
marched with him to some- Mrs. Maxine Smith, execu-
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tive ^ecrataty of the Mem­
phis Branch, NAACP, and a 
member of the city school 
board, said blacks and other 
minority groups can’t afford 
to relax in their struggle for 
equality.

“It has been a long, hard 
painful road,” she said, “and 
on this road we lost Martin, 
the best of what we had. So 
we can’t afford to go back.”

She said that it “still dis­
turbs me greatly that Mem­
phis as a city has not truly 
pypressed joy flyt Dr. King 
lived, nor sorrow that he

Another speaker was Jerry 
Wurf, president of the Amer* 
ican Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Em­
ployes. Dr. King was in 
Memphis to aid in organizing 
efforts by sanitation workers 
now represented by the 
AFSCME when he was 
killed. The AFSCME spon­
sored the service last night.

Wurf accused President 
Nixon of racism on the bus­
ing questjpiu-sajiwg that he 
is “the man who lit the torch

and threw i^ in the gas 
tank.” :

The march to the school, 
down Main aftf-Unio^during 
rush hour traffic, attracted 
little notiqp-toaa-Rersons on 
the streets. More police were 
assigned to patrol the march 
route tha» there, ^,'ere per­
sons in the march column.
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RajLWcars Many Faces In Authors Portrait
By RICHARD LENTZ

Portrait of a murderer, 
sketched in a motel room last 
night: James Earl Ray — psy­
chotic, inept but with a catlike 
instinct for landing on his feet, 
a racist and political extrem­
ist, a loser who in a twisted 
way found success.

“Ray’s life really began 
when he killed Martin Luther 
King,” said author Gerold 
Frank. “Every history book 
will have to mention his 
name.”

Mr. Frank talked with re­
porters for more than two 
hours at the Holiday Inn-Riv- 
ermont on the first leg of a 
national tour to plug his book 
on the slaying in Memphis of 
Dr. King, “An American 
Death.” -

The inevitable question con­
cerned conspiracy. “No hand 
came out of the darkness to

help him (Ray),” said Mr. 
Frank.

Ray’s hatred of blacks and 
his right-wing extremism are 
the “best-kept secrets of the 
case,” said the author.

“Ray had an almost obses­
sive hatred of blacks,” he 
said. “When he was in Leaven­
worth (prison) he had a 
chance to go to a halfway 
house where he’d get great 
privileges. He turned it down 
because it was integrated.”

John J ay Hooker Sr. was 
suggested by Texas attorney 
Percy Foreman as the lawyer 
who should defend Ray in 
Tennessee courts but Ray re­
fused because John Jay Hook­
er Jr. got the majority of black 
votes when he ran for gover­
nor of Tennessee, said Mr. 
Frank.
~~~T»

“Ray pretended not to be 
political. He was convinced if 
Wallace was elected (in the

1968 presidential campaign) 
that Wallace would pardon 
him.”

But political extremism and 
racism aren’t the only mo-s 
tives, said Mr. Frank. Rayl 
came from a tragedy-ridden! 
family almost dismantled by 
society and circumstances. 
“Ray had a score to settle with 
society as far as he could see. 
And here was King, a black 
man and a Noble Prize win­
ner • • .

A $50 rewardwas placed on:

(Indicate page, name of 
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Ray after his escape from a 
Missouri prison and he had 
nothing to lose by killing the 
civil rights leader, said Mr. 
Frank. '•“———»»

“He knew if he was caught 
just having an ice cream cone 
he’d go back to prison for the 

[rest of his life anyway. If he 
'killed King, he’d go back as 
one of the Ten Most Wanted, 
one of the elite. Now, at 

! Brushy Mountain (state pris­
on), he’s a celebrity, he has 
his own radio and TV. He’s 
now in the only society he’d 
made it in.”

And Ray told one of his 
brothers that he’s “no worse 
off in the Tennessee^irison 
than he was ... at Missouri 
State Prison,” said Mr. Frank.

Conspiracy theories have 
been fueled by the well-docu-
mented series of Ray’s failuresmcmcu sciiesui nay 5 lanuics t. * /-1 • i / • n at crime, the writer indicated. 1 a Jun8le <anlma1)' 
“We only know about his fail- '^e ability to land on his feet,”
ures. We underestimate him.”

Gerold Frank
—Stqff Photo

Ray exhibited “ineptness,

he said.
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‘True Story1 Of King

------- —By THOMAS BeVIER
Staff, The Commercial Appeal

'‘An American Death” may very 
well be what author Gerold Frank in­
tends for it—“the true story of the. 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the greatest manhunt of 
our time.”

But something else is required of 
this book. Others—Jim Bishop and 
William Bradford Huie, for instance- 
profited from the journalistic moment 
by coming out quickly after the event 
with their books.

MR. FRANK CHOSE, instead, to 
labor four years. His challenge was to' 
provide a masterful account of a 
tragedy of historical proportions. But 
^hat we have smacks rather of delec- 
five’ magazine journalism, albeit the 
best of what that genre suggests.

The publisher, Doubleday, has 
chosen to release “An American 
Death” with its $10 price tag this week 
because it is the anniversary of the 
April 4, 1968, death of Dr. King.

In a note to the reader, Mr. 
Frank, writes:

“It is important for us to know 
the truth about the assassination of 
Dr. King, who murdered him, why he 
was ipurdered, and what took place 
frem-begihning to end. We want to 
know this, if not for the sake of our

own sanity in the world where the bi­
zarre all too often becomes the corti- 
monplace, then at least in the hope 
that, by knowing and understanding it, 
perhaps in some way — still unfath­
omable to us—we can help prevent 
such things in days to come.”

BUT, ONE ASKS after reading 
the book, didn’t we already know that 
truth? and how could anything told 
here prevent such things in days to 
come?

.. The foregoing criticism is not 
meant to suggest that “An American 
Death” is not a worthwhile book. It is 
filled with wonders of detail. One 
learns, for instance, that after Dr. 
King’s death, an attending doctor tore 
off the paper cardiograph tape to give 
It to his children.

IT MAY BE niggling to point out 
that the detail is not always accurate. 
Mr. Frank writes, for ‘instance, that 
many sanitation workers belonged to 
Centenary United Methodist Church of 
which the Rev. James M. Lawson Jr., 
who invited Dr. King to Memphis, is 
pastor. None belonged.

And the characterizations Mr. 
Frank draws of principal personalities 
such as former Sheriff William Mor­
ris, sometimes tend to be a little 
much. This is the way he describes 
Morris when the sheriff was preparing 
to escort James Earl Ray, Dr. King s

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Martin Luther King Jr.

assassin, from the airport at Milling­
ton to the county jail:

“ONE HAD THE impression that 
Morris would be prepared to do away 
with himself — commit hara-kari were 
that the sort of a thing an American 
did — if anything happened to Ray; 
that if an attack came, he would wUl- 
jngly—throw himself in front—of—tiw^ 
prisoner to take the bullets in his own

Gerold Frank James Earl Ray

body. The sheriff was the kind of man 
who would walk alone down the center 
of the street in ‘High Noon.’ ’’

If Mr. Frank’s writing sometimes 
borders on the cornball, his skills as a 
reporter cannot be denied. It is 
especially with his treatment of Ray, 
that the book excells.

EVEN”$HOUGH he never met

Ray, Mr. Frank provides us with- a

tantly—an almost macabre mlUit^ 
pline. . .

“What , must be understood about 
James Earl Ray,” Mr. Frank writes, 
“is that he is a man utterly alone who 
made up for his isolation from others 
by living in a private world of 
fantasies and, sadly, enacted one of 
them when he assassinated Dr. King . 

’ “HE WAS COMFORTABLE, 
therefore, only in a society in which 
his life was structured for him: That 
is, in prison. He kept to himself, he 
was rarely involved in fights, he got 
along with fellow prisoners, his jailers, 
needing no one to talk to, to exchange 
opinions with, to confide in, to lean 
upon, for he was supported by his own 
fantasies, which never failed him and 
allowed him to tolerate even isolation 
and solitary confinement •..” ;

Mr. Frank uses his reporting: 
skills to detail the manhunt for Ray. 
The efforts of law enforcement were 
fantastic. .

In checking out a lead in a hotel,portrait of the assassin which dispels tn checking .out a lead in a hotel, 
any lingering doubts one might have officers checked registration cards for 
about whether Ray was part of a con- everyone who had been staying in the 
spiracy. 1,000-room hotel, examined all hotel

stationery, menus and desk blotters.
The life of Ray is painstakingly It is this sort of detail which 

reconstructed—his childhood in pover­
ty, his hatredofNegroes, his life of 
petty crime Wl—plePhaps most impor-

•makes “An American Death” worth- 

But history has yet to W sefvedr
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Court To Hear
Claim For Gun

Private detective Renfro T. 
Hays’ three-year fight to gain 
possession of the rifle police 
said James Earl Ray used in 
the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. reached the 
Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­
peals in Cincinnati yesterday.

The three-judge panel took 
the case under advisement. 
Lower courts have ruled that 
local authorities may continue 
to hold the rifle and other 
items “pending a final resolu­
tion of the Ray case.” Mr. 
Hays claims Ray deeded him 
the rifle as partial payment for 
services performed for Ray’s 
attorneys. 0 ’
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StateHigh Court Refuses Ray Appeal
From The Commercial Appeal 
Jackson, Tenn., Bureau

JACKSON, Tenn., May 1. — 
■ The Tennessee Supreme Court 
! refused here Monday to hear 
' an appeal for a new trial by 
James Earl Ray, whos is serv­
ing 99 years in prison for the 
murder of Dr. Manin Luther 
King. <------ s’

The panel of judges gave no 
explanation as to why it would 
not hear the case.

Ray was seeking a review

by the judges of a Feb. 24 
ruling by the state Court of 
Criminal Appeals upholding a 
previous ruling by Shelby 
County Criminal Court Judge 
William A. Williams refusing 
the new trial.

The appeals judges in that 
decision held that the conten­
tions in Ray’s appeal did not 
rise to constitutional propor-i

Williams’ decision, or have al­
ready been ruled upon.

A new trial based on other 
grounds previously had been 
refused by the state court.

Ray, 41, who contended his 
plea “was not freely and will­
fully given,” pleaded guilty to 
the March 10, 1S69 murder of 
Dr. King, before the late Shel­
by County Criminal Court

tions, concern constitutional'Judge W. Preston Battle.
rights waived by his guilty
plea, did not provide grounds to escape from Brushy Moun- 
enough for reversing Judge tain Prison twice.*" ’ i

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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JACKSON, Tenn. — (UPI) 
— The Tennessee Supreme 
Court refused Monday to . 
consider the question of a 
new trial for James Earl 
Ray, the convicted assassin 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Without comment, the 
state’s highest court refused 
to review a decision issued 
in February by the State 
Court of Criminal Appeals. 
The appellate court had up­
held a previous ruling by a 
Memphis judge denying a 
new trial for Ray. _

King was killed in Mem­
phis on April 4, 1968, and, 
almost a year later, Ray 
pleaded guilty to the morder. 
He was sentenced to 99 years 
in the state penitentiary and 
is confined at Tennessee’s 
maximum-security Brushy 
Mountain State Prison at Pe­
tros.

In seeking a new trial, Ray 
contended that he was 
coerced into pleading guilty 
to the murder of King by 
defense attorney Percy 
Foreman. Ray said that 
Foreman told him he would 
only escape the electric 
chair by pleading guilty.

In turning down Ray’s mo­
tion for a new trial, the ap­
pellate court said the motion 
had brought forth no consti­
tutional issues and that, un­
der Tennessee_J,aw, Ray 
waived his'right to appeal 
with the guilty plea.
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Ray To Ask Courts 
For A New Trial

James Earl Ray, convicted assassin 
of -Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Monday 
:ug|^tat a petition for a new trial to 
tfih Uhited States District Court in 
Nashville.

Memphis attorney Robert Livingston, 
one of at least three attorneys repre­
senting Ray, said this will be his first 
attempt in federal court to gain a new 
trial. -

Ray currently is serving a 99-year 
sentence in the Tenneissee State Peni­
tentiary at Nashville. He was found 
guilty of first degree murder in the 
shooting death of the civil rights leader 
here April 4, 1968.

The Tennessee Supreme Court twice 
has refused Ray a new trial based on 
his contention that his guilty plea; is­
sued in Criminal Court March 10, 1969, 
was not freely and voluntarily made. 
Ray was captured in London June- 9, 
1968.

“We would have gone into the federal 
courts before,” Mr. Livingston said, 
“but the law requires that all state 
court appeals be exhausted first. We 
have now done this.”

The 24-page petition, to be filed with 
Judge L. Clure Morton Monday after­
noon, contends Ray is entitled to a new 
trial based on nine points involving the 
violation of his constitutional rights.

Listed are alleged violations that oc­
curred both before and after the 1969 
trial.

“We didn’t get a very good reception 
in the Tennessee courts,” Mr. Livings­
ton said, “and we really don’t know 
what to expect from the federal judge. 
But we will pursue this man’s right to a 
trial, which he has never had, to the 
United States Supreme Court if neces-

(Indicate page, name of 
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, Ray’s most f^HTpeiition reiterates 
nis earlier contentions attorney Percy 
Foreman was incapable of rendering 
^eC uVe counsel and that attorney Ar- 

Han“ had contracts with author 
• ^a? Bradford Huie which were not 
in the best interests of Ray’s defense

Ray’s newest petition also charges 
nce regarding his case was with- 

.d ^ tda* Judge Preston Battle 
neither ascertained the facts prompting 
his guilty plea nor determined whether 
or not Ray understood the nature of the 
charges against him.

Judge Battle, who was 60 at the 
time died of a heart attack while at 
his desk on March 31, ,J969.

Lawyers Bernard Fensterwald and 
James H. Lesar of Washington also are 
working with Ray’s defence.
_ “We have som? very strong material 
if we can just get the judge to see it. 
We expect to show that Mr. Ray’s 
guilty plea was a sham and a farce and 
a mockery of justice and was not vol­
untarily entered,” Mr. Livingston said.

A 32-page memorandum of points 
and authorities and a 47-page memo­
randum of facts also will be submitted 
Monday to support Ine tMTpetition.
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Ray ^Attorneys Ask New Trial
NASHVILLE, Dec. 4. — 

((UPI) — Attorneys for James 
Earl Ray filed a petition in 
federal court Monday seeking 
to gain -Ray a new trial in the 
murder of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The petition was technically 
aswrit of habeas corpus, but 
•Ray’s attorneys said its intent 
was to gain Ray a new trial.

Ray is serving a 99-year sen­
tence after pleading guilty to 
King’s assassination.

Bernard Fensterwald of

A habeas corpus petition
technically seeks to free some­
one who is incarcerated. If 
Ray’s petition is granted the 
state Would have 60 days to de­
cide whether it wanted tp try 
Ray again for the King assas­
sination. _ .

“If we can get him a trial 
there is a very good chance of 
getting him acquitted,” Fen­
sterwald said. - _

The attorney said Ray is 
now being kept in solitary con­
finement at the state-prison 
here.

“He doesn’t look anywhere
Washington, one Of three attor­
neys representing Ray, said .
the petition asks a new trial on near as well as he did the last 
the merits of a case in federal time I saw him,” Fensterwald 
court at Memphis. said. ,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray's Appeal Wins1

Show-Cause Order
NASHVILLE,. Dec. 7. - 

(AP) — United States Dist. 
Judge L, Clure Morton ordered 
the State of Tennessee Thurs­
day to show within 20 days : 
why James Earl Ray should 
not be released from the Ten­
nessee State Prison.

Ray, 44, convicted in the 
April, 1968, murder in Me'm- 
phis of Dr. Martin’Luther King 

j Jr., asked federal court Mon-, 
I day to review the circum* * 
stances of his guilty plea ir' f 
Memphis on March 10, 1969 
He was sentenced to 99 yean : 
in prison by the late Judge 
Preston W. Battle. (

In his petition, Ray asked । 
the court to set a hearing with- j 
in five days after the petition i 
wks served on the defendant, । 
Jim Rose, warden of the state i 
prison.

(Judge Morton gave Warden j 
Rose and Atty. Gen. David < 
Pack 20 days “due to the com- j 
plexity of the cause.” ।

I Ray’s latest legal effort — 
the first time he has pursued 
his case1 through federal court 
channels — seeks the district 
court to review his guilty plea 
to see if it was the result or 
duress and coercion. If so, Ray 
asks that he be permitted to 
withdraw the plea and be re­
tried.

Ray is in solitary confine­
ment at the prison. ,—c---- .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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State 20 Days 
In Ray Case

NASHVILLE, Tenn. --  
(UPI) — A federal judge 
gave Tennessee' 20 days on 
Thursda^to show cause why 
the man convicted of assas­
sinating Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. should not be re­
leased from prison.

The move came two days 
after attorneys for James 
Earl Ray, who pleaded 
guilty to the murder in ex­
change for a 99-year sen­
tence, filed a bulky petition 
seeking a federal court re­
view of the cabe.

, The p e t i t i o n, complete 
with photographs and affi- 
lavits, was filed in U.S. dis- 
rict court here after Ray 

Exhausted state court ap­
peals, all of which were un­
successful.

Ray’s new attorneys claim 
in the petition that he was 

: coerced into the guilty plea^ 
-by former attorneys Arthu® 
Hanes and Percy ForemaM 
The petition states that wiff- 
out the guilty plea author 
William Bradford Huie 
would not be able to write 
the exclusive story of the as­
sassination and they would 
lose money.

Prison Warden Jim Rose 
and Attorney General David 
Pack were given 20 days to 
show cause Because “of the 

‘ complexity of the case.” The 
petition asked for an eviden­
tiary hearing within five 
days.

The hearing will be held 
before Judge L. Clure Mor­

ton.
“In short,” Ray’s petition 

said, “Ray’s guilt was deter­
mined by the judge, the de­
fense counsel and outside 
pressures, but not by a jury 
or the admission of Ray him-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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State 20 Days 
In Ray Case

NASHVILLE; Tenn. — 
(UPI) — A federal judge 
gave Tennessee 20 days on 
Thursday to show cause wlfy 
the man convicted of assas­
sinating Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. should not be re­
leased from prison.

The 
after 
Earl 
guilty

move came two days 
attorneys for James 
Ray, who pleaded 
to the murder in ex-

change for a 99-year sen­
tence, filed a bulky petition 
Peeking a federal court re­
view of the case.

The petition, complete 
with photographs and affi­
davits, was filed in U.S. dis­
trict court here after Ray 
exhausted state court ap­
peals, all of which were un­
successful.

Ray’s new attorneys claim 
in the petition that he was 
coerced into the guilty plea 
-by former attorneys Arthur 
Hanes and Percy Foreman. 
The petition states that with­
out the guilty plea author 
William Bradford Huie 
would not be able to write 
the exclusive story of the as­
sassination and they would 
lose money.

Prison Warden Jim Rose 
and Attorney General David 
Pack were given 20 days to 

. show cause because “of the 
complexity of the case.” The 
petition asked for an eviden­
tiary hearing within five 
days.

The hearing will be held 
before Judge L. Clure Mor­

ton.
“In short,” Ray’s petition 

said, “Ray’s guilt was deter­
mined bj* the judge, the de­
fense counsel and outside 
pressures, but not by a jury 
or the admission of Ray him­
self.” '——

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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State Opposes Ray'
On New Trial Bid

NASHVILLE, Dec. 20. — 
(UPI) — The state sought 
Wednesday to block a new[ 
trial for James Earl Ray; con-' 
victed assassin of Dr. Martin: 
Luther King Jr. i

The state asked federal 
court to vacate a show cause - 
motion filed in behalf of Ray. 
The motion, which was filed as 
a writ of habeas corpus, 
sought the new trial on the 
grounds that he was coerced 
into pleading guilty to King’s 
murder in exchange for a 99- 
year prison term. -

The state also asked for a 
copy of Ray’s lengthy petition 
to more adequately prepare an 
answer. .

Dist. Judge L. Clure Morton 
has not ruled on the state’s 
requests.

Ray’s motion was filed in 
federal court earlier this 
month after he exhausted ap­
peals in state courts. Ray 
claims that attorneys Arthur 
Hanes and Percy Foreman 
coerced him into the guilty 
plea so the story of the assassi­
nation could be sold to author 
William Bradford Huie. .

The petition said that Ray 
had never had a trial on the 
murder charge. “In short,” it 
said, “Ray’s guilt was deter­
mined by the judge, the de­
fense counsel and outside pres­
sures, hiit.nnt by a jury nr tba 
admission of Ray himself.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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StatelFants 
Ray Petition 
Thrown Out

FROM PRESS DISPATCHES

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - The 
, State of Tennessee has . 

sought to have James Earl 
Ray’s latest petition for free­
dom thrown out of federal 
court because it lacks his 
signature. \

’ Asst. State Atty. Gen. W. 
Henry Haile HI asked Judge 
L. Clure Morton of U.S. Dis­
trict Court on Wednesday to 
strike Ray’s 100-page peti­
tion because Ray had not 

‘ signed it and certified it as
■ required by federal law.

Ray, 44, is serving a 99- 
year sentence at the Tennes­
see State Prison in Nashville 
in the April 1968 slaying in 
Memphis of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. Ray, who is in 
solitary confinement, plead­
ed guilty to the shooting in 
March 1969 in Memphis.

Ray’s petition was filed 
Dec. 4. In it he seeks either 
to be freed from prison out­
right or to be granted anoth­
er trial.

Ray’s motion was filed aft­
er he had exhausted state 
court appeals. He claims 
that former attorneys Percy 
Foreman and Arthur Hanes 
coerced him into the guilty 
plea so the story of the as­
sassination could be sold to 
author William Bradford 
Huie.

■ The petition said Ray had 
never had a trial on the mur­
der charge. 1

“In short,” it said, “Ray’s 
guilt was determined by the 
judge, the defense counsel 
and outside pressures, but

sion of Ray himself.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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StaCTants 
Ray Petition 
Thrown Out

FROM PRESS DISPATCHES

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The 
State of Tennessee has 
sought to have James Earl 

■ Ray’s latest petition for free­
dom thrown out of federal 

' court because it lacks his 
signature.

Asst. State Atty. Gen. W. 
Henry Haile III asked Judge 
L. Clure Morton of U.S. Dis­
trict Court on Wednesday to 
strike Ray’s 100-page peti­
tion because Ray had not 
signed it and certified it as 
required by federal law.

Ray, 44, is serving a 99- 
year sentence at the Tennes­
see State Prison in Nashville 
in the April 1968 slaying in 
Memphis of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. Ray, who is in 
solitary confinement, plead­
ed guilty to the shooting in 
March 1969 in Memphis.

Ray’s petition was filed 
Dec. 4. In it he seeks either 
to be freed from prison out­

' right or to be granted anoth­
er trial.

Ray’s motion was filed aft­
er he had exhausted state 
court appeals. He claims 
that former attorneys Percy 
Foreman and Arthur Hanes 
coerced him into the guilty 
plea so the story of the as­
sassination could be sold to 
author William Bradford 
Huie.

The petition said Ray had 
never had a trial on the mur­
der charge. ,

“In short,” it said, “Ray’s 
guilt was determined by the 
judge, the defense counsel 
and outside pressures, but 
not by^a-jmj^or the admis­
sion of Ray himself.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Court Asked 
To Deny Ray Plea

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — (AP) — The state of Tennessee 
has asked federal court to reject James Earl Ray’s latest bid 
for a new trial because he freely and voluntarily plead guilty 
to slaying Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The state contended Wednesday that Ray’s “freely afid 
intelligently entered guilty plea” in Memphis in the April 
1968 slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was made to 
avoid the possibility of a death sentence._________

Ray, 44, earlier this month 
filed a petition in U. S. Dis­
trict Court in Nashville ask­
ing that he be released out­
right from the Tennessee 
State Prison, where he is 
serving a 99-year sentence, 
or be granted a new trial.

Ray contended that his 
guilty plea in March 1969 
was involuntarily because of 
pressure from his attorneys 
and because of “cruel and 
unusual punishment” prior 
to the trial.

Asst. Atty. Gen. W. Henry 
Haile, in a 19-page brief filed 
Wednesday in answer to a 
show cause order, said: “It 
is clear that Ray was not 
coerced” into entering his 
pea.

**Faced with overwhelm­
ing evidence of his guilt and 
with the considered advice 
of three experienced crimi­
nal attorneys — Percy Fore­
man, Arthur Hanes and 
Hugh ..Stanton Sr. — to the 
effect that the plea of guilty

was necessary to save his 
life, Ray pleaded guilty,” 
Haile said.

Haile said that Ray “was 
questioned at length about 
the voluntariness of his 
plea” in an hour-long hear­
ing before Judge Preston 
Battle of Shelby County 
Criminal Court, who has 
since died.

“The transcript of the in­
court proceedings . . . 
showed beyond doubt that I 
the court exercised the ut» ’ 
most care in ascertaining | 
whether or not James Earl 
Ray had a full understanding 
of what the plea connotes 
and of its consequences,” 
Haile added. I

Ray, who is in solitary 
confinement, is seeking his i 
first bid for freedom in fed- i 
eral court. His conviction 
has previously been af­
firmed on direct appeal and 
in post-convietluil ptbceed- i 
ings by Tennessee appellate , 
courts.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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*. ,| CLEANUP: James Earl Ray, the convicted slayer of Dr. 
^Martin Luther King, will appear today before the discipli­
nary committee of the Tennessee State Prison for refusing to 
tlean up litter in front of his cell, Warden Jim Rose said. 
.Guards found litter in front of Ray’s cell Wednesday and 
Rose said Ray could lose some of his privileges. » ■’*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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” CLEANUP: James E^sLRayHjhe convicted slayer of Dr. 
•Martin Luther King, will appear today before the discipli- 
Jajy committee of the Tennessee State Prison for refusing to 
«lean up. litter in front of his cell, Warden Jim Rose said.

litter in front of Ray’s cell Wedpesdajuyid 
•Rose said Ray could lose some of his privileges.
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Ray Lawsuit Seeks $300.000.
- ■ from Canale, Dwyer, Author

James Earl Ray, the' convicted 
murderer of Dr.'Martin Luther King 
,Jr.,‘yesterday asked for $300,006 in 
civil damages from Shelby County 
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale and former 
Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer. -

Tn a suit hied in federal'court here, 
Ray claims the Memphians were in 
“collusion” in 1969 with New York au­
thor Gerold Frank and Doubleday &' 
Co„ Inc.; a New York publishing firm. 
. He says Mr. Canale and Mr. Dwyer, 
now a state'Court of Criminal Appeals 
judge, supplied Frank with confidential 
records relating to the . slaying, and 
that, Frank “falsely”" quoted th e 
records, incorporating them' into his 
novel, “An American Death,”, publish­
ed by Doubleday April 4,1972,

In his suit, Ray accuses Frank and 
Doubleday with libel, claiming the 
novel is an “inaccurate.. . plagiarized 
. . . and malicious’,’ /yrw^ Dr. 

King’s assassination. - ’
Ray, serving a 99-year sentence. in 

the State Penitentiary in Nashville, 
apparently prepared the petition on his 
own, mailing it to the United States 
District c o u r t clerk's office here.

United States Dist. Judge • Harry W. 
Wellford allowed Ray to file, the suit on 
pauper’s-oath (without cost)'. Later, the'' 
case was assigned to Judge Wellford.

■ While he was preparing for trial in 
1969, Ray claims, Mr. Canale and Mr. 
Dwyer, who served as his prosecutors, 
refused to allow him and his attorney 
to' examine the same documents and 
records which they turned over to Mr. 
Frank. . - .

Before the triaL Ray said, “Frank,: 
by his implied and written account (the 
book) was taken into the confidence of 
Canale and Dwyer and thereby was ei­
ther present in the state’s pre-trial 
strategy sessions . • • or made privy 
to the recorded minutesofsaid strate­
gy sessions of Canale or Dwyer.”

Mr. Canale denied the claim yester­
day. “Mr. Dwyer and I did not eriter- 
tain Mr. Frank before the trial,” He 
said Mr. Frank was not provided any 
documents or records “prior to disposi- 
tibn of the case. We might.have dis- .

- cussed it with him (Frank) after the 
case was concluded'.” _

. As a result of the supposed collusion, 
Ray says he “has-been falsely impris- 
-oned forgive years, mostly in solitary 
confinement.” y

Meanwhile, in Nashville yesterday/ 
United States Dist. Judge L. Clure Mor- - 
ton denied Ray a new trial.

• The judge dismissed Ray’s petition 
for a writ of habeas- corpus and said 
“no evidentiary hearing” was justified,’, 

. by the pleadings in the petition. <
Ray had asked federal court, to. grant 

him a new trial because he claimed he 
was “coerced” ’into pleading guilty by 
his two. attorneys and an author to 
make a book more salable.

When filing the petition for a writ of 
habeas corpus^ Ray’s new attorneys 
said its intent was to gain Ray a new- 
trial. ,. ■ . . ■ ■.*. - L.­

. The state contended that Ray’s plea 
of guilty was“freelyand'intelligently 
rhade iii accbrSahC.^with'^the .^mstitu- 
tions of the State of Tennessee and the • 
United States'- a n dtha petitioner’s.

• claims for habeas icorpus relief- are ■
without merit,” ’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE 2|

COMMERCIAL APPEAL

MEMPHIS, TENN

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Edltor: GORDON HANNzX
Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting O ffice: JtjpJJpJJJ g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Bartolis to Be Out of Solitary- 
tfWfflflLLE, Tyn. T
(AP) — An attorney for 
James Earl Ray told a 
federal judge yesterday that 
the mental ddndition of the 
convicted slayer ofDr. Mar­
tin Luther King is deteriorat­
ing because of solitary con­
finement.

Ray, serving a 99-year 
prison tertn for the 1969 slay­
ing of King, is seeking a re­

. ' turn to the normal prison
population at the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary here . 
where he is being held in 
what prison officials call 
administrative segregation.

Bernard Fensterwald Jr. 
of Washington tolf^udga-L. 
Clure Morton that Ray’s^ 

nd mental condi­
tion are suffering because of 
h i s confinement. He said 
Ray has no recreation, no 
contact with other prisoners, 
no exercise and no sunlight.

“In the last few months I 
find a great deal of deterio­
ration of his mind,” the 
attorney said. “He’s not teal- 
ly capable any longer of 
being much assistance ...” ;

Fensterwald argued that I 
the state is, in effect, “con­
demning him to 30 years of 
solita confinemept. Per­

think it’s kinder tg 
ut somebody to deSth.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray-Asks to Be Out of Solitary
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 

(AT) — An attofney f o"r 
James Earl Ray told a 
federal judge yesterday that 
the mental condition of the 
fomaciej slayer o|,Dr.My- 
tin Luther King is deteriorat­
ing because of solitary con­
finement.

Ray, serving a 99-year 
prison term for the 1969 slay­
ing of King, is seeking a re­
turn to the normal prison 
population at the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary here 
where he is being held in 
what prison officials call 
administrative segregation.

Bernard Fensterwald Jr. 
of Washington told JlldgeJ- 
Clure Morton that Ray’s 
physical gad mental condi­
tion are suffering’because of 
,h i s confinement. He said 
Ray has no recreation, no 
contact with other prisoners, 
no exercise and no sunlight.

“In the last few months I 
find a great deal of deterio­
ration of his mind,” the 
attorney said. “He’s not teal- 
ly capable any longer of 
being much assistance...”

Fensterwald argued that 
the state is, in effect, “con­
demning him to 30 years of 
solitary confinement. Per­
sonally. I think it’s kinilp^tn ; 
put somebody to death.” '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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•^fcfcW 
i Out of Solitary
: NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
' ,(AP) — An attorney for
; James Earl Ray told a
; 'federal judge yesterday that

the mental condition of the 
; ’ Convicted slayer of Dr. Mar­
' tin Luther King is deteriorat­
; ing because of solitary con­
’ finement.

; Ray, serving a 99-year 
; prison tertn for the 1969 slay­
; , -tag of King, is seeking a re-

■ turn to the normal prison
; ‘ population at the Tennessee
7 State Penitentiary here
:• '^here he is being held in
• what prison officials call
' administrative segregation, 
i’ - Bernard Fensterwald Jr. 
? ; of Washington told Judge L.
1 Clure Morton that Ray’s
; physical and mental condi­
; tion are suffering because of
; ' b i s confinement. He said
; Ray has no recreation, no
; ‘ contact with other prisoners,
- ' no exercise and no sunlight.
■ “In the last few months I 
■ find a great deal of deterio- 
■ ration of his mind,” the 
i attorney said. “He’s not teal- 
P ly capable any longer of J 
J being much assistance ...” ■ 
J Fensterwald argued that 
; the state is, in effect, “con­
; demning him to 30 years of
* solitary confinement. Per­
s' sonally, I think it’s<k^£jp
f—:—pflt somebody to death.”
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newspaper, city and state.)
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Jay Asks Ou 
; Out of Solitary
l NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
', (AP) — An attorney for
’. “ James Earl Ray told a
! ' federal judge yesterday that
! ’ the mental condition of the ।
j " convicted slayer of Dr. Mar­
! ; tin Luther King is deteriorat-
R, ' ing because of solitary con­
; sfinement.
; Ray, serving a 99-year 1 
; & prison term for the 1969 slay­
;. " ing of King, is seeking a re­
’s , turn to the normal prison
• . population at the Tennessee
I .state Penitentiary here
'• where he is being held in
■ ' what prison officials, call
‘ administrative segregation.
; . Bernard Fensterwald Jr.
! ' of Washington told Judge L.
* dure Morton that Ray’s .
; physical and mental condi­
; ? tion are suffering because of
; his confinement. He said
' - Ray has no recreation, no
I contact with other prisoners,
। no exercise and no sunlight.
I - “In the last few months I 
! find a great deal of deterio- 
! ration of h i s mind,” the 
; ' attorney said. “He’s not teal­
; ly capable any longer of
; being much assistance ...”
; Fensterwald argued that 
• the state is, in effect, “con­
; demning him to 30 years of
‘ solitary confinement, Per­
* „ Ta11y-1 think it’s kinder to 
I ^ put somebody to death.” ”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE

___ MEMPHTS PRESS 
SCIMITAP

----- ?nWHTS, TENN

Date:

Edition

Author:
Edltor:CH.mrS II

Title: SCIlMi)’^

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office: MW* PUTS
[ | Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Huie, Foreman 
Have Key Data,

Ray Suit Says
James Earl Ray yesterday 

filed a Chancery Court suit 
by mail, accusing attorney 
Percy Foreman and author 
William Bradford Huie of 
withholding correspondence 
important to upcoming 
federal court actions.

Ray, convicted slayer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King'Jr., 
said in the suit, which he 
prepared, that Foreman and 
Huie are using the letters for 
their own financial gain.
- Foreman represented Ray 
in 1969 when Ray pleaded 
guilty to the King slaying in 
exchange for a 99-year 
prison sentence. Huie’s book, 
“He Slew the Dreamer,” 
drew heavily on information 
from Ray. - .»■ -

In the suit Ray said that 
while awaiting trial all 
correspondence from p e r- 
sons other than his lawyers 
and family was given to 
Foreman.

He said Huie used many of 
the letters in his book with­
out authority.

“Plaintiff needs portions 
of said mail for habeas cor­
pus proceedings before the 
federal courts . . ., i.e. the 
‘legal business’ segment of 
said mail,” the suit says.

He asks that the letters be 
returned and that damages 
be awarded to “the extent 
(Foreman and Huie) utilized 
and capitalized on plaintiff’s 
personal property . . .”

Ray asks the court to 
“overlook technical deficien­
cies in the instant complaint 
as the plaintiff is being arbi­
trarily held in solitary con­
finement hire St the state

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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BringingRay 
To Memphis
By KAY PITTMAN BLACK •

Press-Scimitar Staff Writer

Lawyers from the Tennes­
see Attorney General’s office 
today were fighting an order 
issued by Federal Judge 
Harry Wellford that state 
prison officials return James 
Earl Ray, the convicted 
murderu*' of DrrMartin Fur­
ther King Jr., to Memphis.

Judge Wellford has order­
ed that Ray be delivered to 
his courtroom at 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 17, from his 
solitary confinement cell at 
the state prison in Nashville. 
On that date, Judge Wellford 
plans to hear arguments on 
the state’s motions to dis­
miss Atty. xGen. Phil M. Ca­
nale and former Asst Atty­
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer as de- . 
fendants in a Federal Court 
damage suit filed by Ray. 
Dwyer is now a state Court
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Asst. Atty. Gen. Bart Dur­
ham of Nashville filed a 
written argument today, 
contending that Ray’s 
“rights” at the hearing can 
be handled by his lawyer, 
Richard Ryan, and that be­
cause of security required at 
any of Ray’s appearances, 
Ray would be “best” left in 
his Nashville cell and absent 
from the hearing.

In the suit, Ray claimed 
that Canale and Dwyer were 
in “collusion” in 1969 with 
New York author Gerold 
Frank and Doubleday & Co., 
Inc., a New York publishing 
firm, and that they supplied 
Frank with confidential rec­
ords relating to the slaying. 
Ray said that Frank “false­
ly” quoted the records, in­
corporating them into his 
novel, “An American 
Death,” published by Dou­
bleday April 4, 1972. In the 
suit, Ray accuses Frank and 
Doubleday with libel, claim­
ing the novel is an “inaccu­
rate .. . plagiarized ... and 
malicious” account of Dr. 
King’s assassination.

Durham, in a legal docu­
ment filed with Judge Well­
ford today, states, “The peo­
ple, who have written books 
on the murder of Dr. King 
have been practically uani- 
mous in concluding that Mr. 
Ray committed the murder 

, so that he might wallow in, 
his notoriety.”

Durham says that bringing 
Ray “from the prison in 
Nashville to the courtroom 
with the security measures 
required and the attendant 
publicity should be effected 
only in circumstances where 
it is necessary to protect Mr. 
Ray’s right . . .” He said 
only matters of law will be 
argued and that Ray’s pres­
ence will “not be required” 
at such a hearing. .

In ordering that the state 
and U.S. Marshals deliver 
Ray, Judge Wellford noted 
that Ray’s “testimony” 
would be “necessary” at the 
hearing. He is expected to 
rule soon on the state argu­
ment. ------ • y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date:

Edition:

Author:
Editor-.CHAPLFS H

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

atf-

Ray's Court Visit Is Canceled
Federal Jnrlga Harry Well­

ford, heeding a plea by the 
state Attorney General’s of­
fice, ruled today that James 
Earl Ray does not have to 
be brought to Memphis for a 
hearing on Aug. 17.

Wellford previously order­
ed state penitentiary offi­
cials in Nashville to deliver 
Ray, the convicted murderer 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., to his courtroom for a 
2:30 p.m.<ta»i§r

The hearing is to consider 
the state’s motion to dismiss 
Shelby County Atty. Gen. 
Phil M. Canale and former 
Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert K. 
Dwyer as defendants in a 
civil suit filed by Ray last 
March. *

Asst. State Atty. Gen. Bart 
Durham of Nashville filed a 
written argument with Judge 
Wellford stating that Ray, 
‘‘for security reasons,” 
should not be moved from 
his solitary confinement cell 
at the Nashville penitentiary 
and brought to Memphis for
the hearing 4P

Judge _ We11fnrji ruled 
today that Ray’s appearance 
would not be needed “since 
it does appear that the mat­
ters to be heard . . . are pri­
marily legal matters and 
that it would not be neces­
sary under the circum­
stances for James E. Ray to 
be present in the courtroom 
with further notoriety and 
expense.”
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Judge Delays
Ray Lawsuit

A hearing was postponed
today which was to deter­

by James Earl Ray, convict­
ed killer of Dr. Martin Lu­ MEMPHIS, TENN.

Federal Judge Harry Well­
ford continued the case to
“sometime in September
when Ray’s attorney, Rich­
ard Ryan, told him he was 
not prepared, primarily due
to illness in his family.

State attorneys are seek­
ing to have Shelby County 
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale
and former Asst. Atty. Gen. 
Robert K. Dwyer dismissed
as defendants in the civil
case. Dwyer is now a state 
Court of Criminal Appeals

The suit also names as de­
fendants Gerold Frank, au-
t h o r of ‘An American 
Death,” and Doubleday &
Co., Inc., of New York, 
which last year published 
the book dealing with the 
assassination of Dr. Martin

R a y is expected to be
brought by state prison offi­
cials to Memphis to be
present during portions of 
the arguments of the suit 
which charges that Canale

| | Being Investigated
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HearingJIelayed 
On Ray Libel Suit
U.S. Dist. Judge Harry

Wellford yesterday post­
poned a preliminary hearing
which had been scheduled
for Friday in a libel suit
filed by James Earl Ray.

The delay was at the re­

COMMERCIAL APPEAL

quest of Ray’s attorney, 
Richard Ryan, who said he 
is not prepared for the hear­
ing, partly because of illness
in his family

the hearing for sometime
in September.” The proceed­
ings will consider the state’s 
motion to dismiss Shelby 
County Atty. Gen. Phil M.
Canale and former Asst.
Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer 
as defendants in the civil
suit. Ray filed the suit 
March 30, asking $30,000 in
damages from Doubleday & 
Co., Inc., of New York and 
author Gerold Frank, claim­
ing they libeled him in the 
book “An American Death,”
published by Doubleday
April 4, 1972. .

Ryan claims Canale and
Dwyer (mi^te Court of
Criminal Appeals Judge)
supplied Frank with confi­
dential records of the slay­
ing and that Frank “falsely 

, quoted from the records. Submitting °“ice:KH?lipUTS
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Ray Libel Case Set for Nov. 2
Federal Judge Harry Well­

ford has set a 2 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 2, date for a 
preliminary hearing in a 
libel suit filed by James Earl 
Ray.

The hearing had been 
scheduled originally for Aug. 
17 but was postponed at the 
request of Ray’s attorney, 
Richard Ryan, who said he 
was not prepared for the 
hearing.

The November proceed­
ings will consider the state’s 
motion to dismiss Shelby 
County Atty. Gen. Phil 

M. Canale and former Asst. 
Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer 
as defendants in the civil 
suit. Ray filed the suit ,

March 30, asking damages 
from Doubleday & Co. Inc., 
of New York and author 
Gerold Frank, claiming they 
libeled him in the book “An 
American Death.”

Ryan claims Canale and 
Dwyer (now a state Court of 
Criminal Appeals Judge) 
supplied Frank with confi­
dential records of the slay­
ing and that Frank “falsely” 
quoted from the records.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE

MEMPHIS PRESS 
SCIMITAR

MELIPHIS, TENN.

Date: 1 ~'

Edition:

Author: CHARLES H.
Editor: SCENE ILER
Title:

Character: 

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: PHIS
[2] Being Investigated

W s?- Me d'^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray Libel Case Set for Nov. 2
Federal Judge Harry Well-

ford has set a 2 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 2, date for a 
preliminary hearing in a 
libel suit filed by James Earl 
Ray.

The hearing had been 
scheduled originally for Aug. 
17 but was postponed at the 
request of Ray’s attorney, 
Richard Ryan, who said he 
was not prepared for the 
hearing.

The November proceed­
ings will consider the state’s 
motion to dismiss Shelby 
County Atty. Gen. Phil 
M. Canale and former Asst. 
Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer 
as defendants in the civil 
suit. Ray filed the suit 
March 30, asking ^damaggs

from Doubleday & Co. Inc., 
of New York and author 
Gerold Frank, claiming they 
libeled him in the book “An 
American Death.”

Ryan claims Canale and 
Dwyer (now a state Court of 
Criminal Appeals Judge) 
supplied Frank with cpnfi- . 
dential records of the slay- , 
ing and that Frank “falsely” : 
quoted from the records.
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Appeal By Ray
The U. S Sixth Circuit

Court of Appeals in Cincin­
nati yesterday took under
advisement arguments on
James Earl Ray’s appeal of 

decision'A' district court
denying his writ of habeas/

Corpus. r
, Ray pleaded guilty in 1969

'to the 1968 murder of civil
, rights leader Dr. Martin Lu-
’ther King Jr., but has since
renounced the guilty plea. 
He is serving a 99-year sen­
tence in the State Peniten­
tiary m Nashville.

His attorney, Bernard
.Fensterwald Jr., told the
Cincinnati judges that Ray

“brownbeaten and
bribed . . . and deprived of
effective counsel all the way
down the line.” Therefore,
he said, Ray is entitled to an
evidentiary hearing, reopen-

? ing the case.
U. S. Dist. Judge L. Clure 

Morton of Nashville denied
Ray s writ of habeas corpus 
last March, refusing his re­
quest for the hearing.

Asst. State Atty. Gen.
Henry Haile argued the case 

is conclusive on the issue of

Submitting Of“ce:Nnrj4pUTS
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James Earl Ray Makes Appeal
CINCINNATI. - (UPI) - 

^lie appeal of James Earl 
Ray, cdnvicted killer of Mar­
tin Luther King, came be­
fore the 6th U.S. Circuit 
Court of appeals today. Ray 
wants to change his plea of 
guilty, to innocent and ask 
for a new trial.

He pleaded guilty March 1, 
1988, to the sniper slaying of 
the civil right leader in

Memphis on April 4, 1968, 
and was sentenced to 99 | 
years in the Tennessee State i 
Prison at Nashville.

Ray’s attorney, Bernard 
Fensterwald J r. said he 
would ask the court to allow 
his client to go before the ' 
court in person arid change 
his plea. i

“Ray said his guilty plea 
was coerced,” Fensterwald 
said. “He was held in soli­
tary confinement, -for *’*''* 
niSriths before he made the 
plea.”------- ’
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Kina Reward 
Ruling Asked 
By Claimant

; A motion has been filed in 
Chancery Court supporting 
Charles Quitman Stephens’ 
claim to the $190,000 reward 
posted during the investiga­
tion of the death of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

The motion for summary 
judgment, filed by Harvey 
Gipson, Stephens’ attorney, 
states that the attorney 
general’s office indicated 
Stephens’ importance during 
the investigation by jailing 
him as a material witness.

Stephens, 51, has asked 
Chancery Court ft) award 
him the rewards (tested by 

• the* 1968 City Coul cil, State 
of Tennessee, Memphis Pub­
lishing Co., Scripps-Howard, 
The National Alliance of 
Postal Employes, Memphis 
Area Chamber of C o m- 
merce, Downtown Associa­
tion, Future Memphis and 
Council member Gwen Aw- 
sumb.

The motion states that Ste­
phens was jailed July 22, 
1968, after Atty. Gen. Phil 
Canale Jr. filed an affidavit 
in Criminal Court stating 
that Stephens “was residing 
and present on the date, at 
the time, at the scene of the 
alleged crime.”

The motion said Canale 
added that Stephens’. testi­
mony “could be testified to 
by no one else.”

Stephens’ suit was filed in 
1969, and claims he is due 
the money because he identi­
fied photographs of James 
Earl Ray, who pleaded 
guilty in the King death. Ste­
phens was a tenant at the 
rooming house where the 
fatal shtU were* fired April 
4, 1968.
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Talks Set On Ray SEift
By WILLIAM BENNETT 

From The Commercial Appeal 
Nashville Bureau

NASHVILLE, Dec. 21. — 
Corrections Commissioner 
Mark Luttrell will meet with 
State Atty. Gen. David Pack 
soon after Christmas to dis­
cuss the legality of transfer­
ring James Earl Ray from 
the state penitentiary here to 
the federal prison system.

Although Luttrell said 
Friday the proposed transfer 
of the convicted slayer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
is “kind of in the talking 
stage,” federal officials evi­
dently have agreed tenta­
tively to the move and it 
also has Gov. Winfield 
Dunn’s endorsement.

The reason for the meeting 
with Pack is to make sure a 
transfer against h i s will 
would not violate any of 
Ray’s constitutional rights.

“We anticipate Ray will 
object to it (the transfer),” 
Luttrell said.

These main points in favor 
of a transfer were listed by 
the commissioner:
• There are fears Ray ei­
ther would escape or be kill­
ed if he is turned into the 
general prison population.

• It would not be proper 
to keep Ray in relative isola- 
Huil Iff the maximum 
security building, without

access to rehabilitation and 
vocational programs.

Luttrell said that, as a se­
curity measure, Ray was not 
permitted to take his exer- 
c i s e periods with other 
inmates and two or three 
months ago he refused to 
take any more exercise.

“It’s bound to deteriorate 
him,’’ the commissioner 
noted, for Ray to do nothing 
but lie in his bunk or watch 
television 24 hours a day.

Luttrell called Ray “an ex­
treme security risk,” point­
ing out he tried to escape 
from prison in Missouri and 
was an escapee when King 

.was shot in Memphis in 
April, 1968. Also, Ray tried 
to escape twice while he was 
at Brushy Mountain Prison 
in East Tennessee.

Ray, along with about 400 
other inmates, was transfer­
red to the main prison here 
when Brushy Mountain was 
closed in July, 1972. because 
of labor difficulties with the 
guards.

Luttrell said it is believed 
that if Ray were allowed to 
mingle with other prisoners, 
someone may “pay a black 
man to kill him,”

Th e official said even 
though Ray is serving a 99- 
year sentence for murder, 
training programs should be 
available to him as well as

other inmates a ri d rioted 
such services could be pro­
vided in a federal? installa­

tion. '
Luttrell was emphatic in 

his belief Ray would flee if 
he were removed from 

maximum security.
“We’re confident that in 

the Nashville unit, he will es­
cape,” the commissioner 
said. He added he would 
favor Ray’s, transfer to 
federal prison “if he were a - 
relative or loved o n e of' 
mine.”

Luttrell said the tentative 
plan is to send Ray to the 
Federal Bureau of Pnsons’ 
hospital unit at Springfield, 
Mo., for a series of tests and 
later move him ,io one of the 
bureau’s maximum-security 
facilities.
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^Mew Suit Is Filed ’ j 
By James Earl Ray \

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — (UPI) — James Earl Ray, con- ; 
victed assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., today filed 
a $500,000 suit against the state of Tennessee seeking his 
release from prison on the grounds crucial evidence in his
case was mishandled by attorneys. _

In a suit drafted in his solitary confinement cell, Ray 
charged he gave two telephone numbers to his former at­
torney, Percy Foreman, who in turn gave them to the late 

Z. T. Osborne, another of ’ ’
Ray’s attorneys who was 
later disbarred.

Ray, serving 99 years in 
the state prison on his con­
viction in the 1968 slaying 
of the civil rights leader, 
said one of the phone num­
bers belonged to a man who 
among other things, was an 
agent of a Middle East-ori­
ented organization. He said 
the organization was dis­
tressed because of King’s 
plan to possibly offer support 
of “the Palestinian Arab 
cause.”

Ray alleged the other 
phone number was traced to 
a New Orleans Parish county 
official who was “under the 
influence” of a Teamsters 
Union, official­

Ray’s writ drew special 
attention since a local tele­

vision station, WSM-TV, had | 
said it had learned from ; 
“highly placed” sources that 
Ray would contend there 
were several other persons 
involved in the conspiracy to : 
kill King. . i

Ray is seeking $503,000 in 
punitive damages for what 
he claims is his illegal im- 
prisoment for a crime he 
says he did not commit.

WSM-TV also reported 
that Ray “is reported to 
have dismissed his latest at­
torney, Washington lawyer 
Bernard Fensterwald, and is 
apparently" represe n t i n g 
himself.”

“As far as I know, I have 
not been fired and certainly 
I will not abandon Ray,”.. 
Fensterwald said in a slate- 
ment issued from his WasW 
ington office. / >
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Protesting Ray To Be Moved 
To Federal Unit For Seenhit For Securi

_ From Our Press services

James Eari Ray^tonvicted of assas­
sinating the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., is being transferred from a 
state to a federal prison for “security 
reasons,” the Justice Department said 
yesterday in Washington.

Meanwhile, Ray filed a $500,000 dam­
age suit in U.S. District Court in Nash­
ville, claiming he is imprisoned falsely 
under oppresive conditions for a crime 
he didn’t commit.

In a separate document, Ray also 
seeks a temporary restraining order to 
prevent the state from transferring 
him to the federal prison system. _ _

Ray, convicted of shooting the civil 
rights leader with a rifle in Memphis 
April 4, 1968, will be imprisoned in one 
of the six federal maximum-security 
prisons under an agreement with the 
State of Tennessee, the Justice Depart­
ment said.4 "

Neither state nor federal officials 
would explain why he was not consid­
ered to be safe in the Tennessee maxi­
mum security prison at Nashville 
where he has been serving a 99-year 
term since pleading guilty in 1969 to the 
killing.

The Justice Department would not 
say to which federal prison it will 
transfer Ray. The federal government 
has maximum-security prisons at At­
lanta, Leavenworth, Kan., Lewisburg, 
Pa., Marion, III., McNeil Island, Wash., 
and Terre Haute, Ind. ,

The Justice Department said Ray 
would be taken from Nashville to the 
federal medical center at Springfield, 
Mo., for physical and psychological 
testing before being sent to one of these 
prisons. «-------- *

In his suit, Ray seeks $500,000 in 
punitive damages from the State of 
Tennessee. He maintains the state has 
made “fraudulent representations” in 
court for the purpose of prolonging his 
imprisonment, acted to deprive him of 
his constitutional rights and attempted 
to impair his health.

Ray also accuses one of his former 
lawyers, Percy Foreman of Houston, of 
either failiiig to investigate information 
given him by Ray, investigating and 
suppressing the results. furnishing thp 
data to, the prosecution and a legal 
associate, .^ the information 
available io^,te^^
Huie and Gerold Frank. ; " ; ;
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Among theJnformation Ray said he

were two phone numbers in the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans areas. . .

Though the complaint at times is not 
clear and contains numerous misspell­
ings and typographical errors, Ray 
apparently contends Foreman gave the 
telephone numbers to the late Z. T. Os­
born Jr. of Nashville to have them
investigated.

“Mr,1 Jsborn,” Ray said in the. im-
Plaint, ‘reported the resident isted
under Jie Baton Rouge phone nu Inber 
was a parish (sic) official undep the 
influence of a Teamsters Union official 
in the Baton Rouge area; that the resi­
dent listed under the New Orleans area . 
was — among other things — an agent 
of a Mideast-oriented organization dis­
tressed because Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s reported forthcoming, before his 
death, public support of the Palestine 
Arab cause.”

Osborn was convicted of attempted 
jury tampering while he was an attor­
ney for former Teamsters’ president 
James R. Hoffa. He was sentenced to 
prison and later killed himself.

Ray names as defendants in the law­
suit state Corrections Commissioner 
Mark Luttrell, state Penitentiary 
Warden James H. Rose, Deputy 
Warden Robert V. Morford, state Atty. 
Gen. David Pack and one of Pack’s 
assistants, W. Senty Haile.

A Nashville television station had re­
ported earlier Ray had Written a docu­
ment implicating a number of persons 
in a conspiracy to kill King. However, 
court spokesmen said they had re­
ceived no such document and it. was 
not included in Ray’s lawsuit.

In the petition for a temporary re­
straining order, Ray seeks to halt state . 
officials’ plans to transfer him to the 
federal prison system.

He contends, among other things, 
that he received a back injury about a 
month ago that prevents him from 
standing or sitting more than 10 
minutes at a time and said he could not 
be transferred any appreciable dis­
tance without risking irreparable phy­
sical harm.

Ray complains in the suit that condi­
tions in the Shelby County Jail, where 
he was held njore than six months after 
his extradition tartondon in July, 
1968, gave him chronic headaches and 
nosebleeds. James Earl Ray

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' 3 Are Dismissed
From Ray’s Suit

U.S. Dist. Judge Harry W. Wellford 
yesterday dismissed Memphians Phil 
M. Canale and Robert K. Dwyer and
New York author Gerold Frank as de­
fendants in a civil damage suit hied in
March by James Earl Ray.

-----  PAGE /9

The judge also dismissed two claims 
by Ray against Frank’s New York pub­
lisher, Doubleday & Co., Inc. But, he 
deferred ruling on Ray’s claim that 
Doubleday “fraudulently” acquired ei­
ther his personal property or evidence 
that might have been helpful to his
legal defense in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

Wellford said the third claim is not
specific enough,” and gave Ray 30 
days to amend or supplement his com­
plaint, stating precisely what property 
or evidence the firm may have acquir­

Ray filed the damage suit in his own 
behalf March 31. He claimed Canale
(the Shelby County attorney general) 
and Dwyer, one of Canale’s former 
assistants, supplied Frank with confi­
dential records relating to the slaying
and that Frank “falsely quoted” the 
records in writing ‘‘An American 
Death,” published by Doubleday April

Date: 7) £

Ray had claimed Doubleday violated 
his right to privacy and was in collu­
sion with the other defendants to deny

Editor: G0RPAN HANNA

him due process of law. Wellford said
he has no jurisdiction to rule on the 
collusion claim, since such claims re­
quire “as a predicate” that the defend­
ant acted under the authority of the

And, he said Ray cannot legally 
claim that his privacy was violated, 
since he was a “clearly newsworthy”

Submitting Office:MEMPHIS
[_J Being Investigated

figure, and Doubleday was exercising 
its First Amendment right to relate 

' “the elementsrof a startling news event
which shocked the public and virtually 7 /
commanded its attention.’
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3 Are Dismissed

U.S. Dist. Judge Harry W. Wellford 
yesterday dismissed Memphians Phil 
M. Canale and Robert K. Dwyer and 
New York author Gerold Frank as de­
fendants in a civil damage suit filed in 
March by James Earl Ray.

The judge also dismissed two claims ' 
by Ray against Frank’s New York pub­
lisher, Doubleday & Co., Inc. But, he 
deferred ruling on Ray’s claim that • 
Doubleday “fraudulently” acquired ei­
ther his personal property or evidence 
that might have been helpful to his 
legal defense in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

------ PAGE /9

Wellford said'■TO’ third claim “isnot
specific enough,” and gave Ray 30 
days to amend or supplement his com­
plaint, stating precisely what property 
or evidence the firm may have acquir­
ed.

Ray filed the damage suit in his own 
behalf March 31. He claimed Canale 
(the Shelby County attorney general) 
and Dwyer, one of Canale’s former 
assistants, supplied Frank with confi­
dential records relating to the slaying 
and that Frank “falsely quoted” the 
records in writing “An American 
4 T/?/' publisbed by Doubleday April

Ray had claimed Doubleday violated 
his right to privacy and was in collu­
sion with the other defendants to deny 
him due process of law. Wellford said 
he has no jurisdiction to rule on the 
collusion claim, since such claims re­
quire “as a predicate” that the defend­

Editor: GORRAN HANNA

And, he said Ray cannot legally 
claim that his privacy was violated, 
since he was a “clearly newsworthy” 
figure, and Doubleday was exercising 
its First Amendment right to relate 
“the elements nf a startling news event 
which shocked the public and virtually 
commanded its attention
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NASHVILLE, Jan. 2.— 
(UPI)—U.S. Dist. Judge L. 
Clure Morton Wednesday 
denied convicted assassin 
James Earl Ray’s petition 
for a temporary restraining 
order that would have block­
ed his transfer from the 
state prison here to a federal 
penitentiary.

State corrections officials 
said they have not set a date 
for Ray’s transfer and are 
awaiting an opinion by the 
state attorney general’s of­
fice regarding the proce­
dures they should follow.

Morton ruled that he did 
not have the authority to 
interfere with the state penal 
system and that Ray’s peti­
tion failed to make factual 
allegations concerning the 
transfer.

Ray, convicted slayer of 
Martin Luther King Jr. serv-

i.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

ing a 99-year term at the 
state prison, claimed in his 
petition that the transfer to a 
federal institution would af­
fect his health. He also ex­
pressed fears that he would 
be placed in a hospital that 
he said was little ’more than
an asylum.

Morton said he could not
lawfully restrain state offi­
cials from transferring Ray.

State Corrections Commis­
sioner Mark Luttrell 
announced last month he 
had contacted the U.S. 
Bureau of Prisons about the 
transfer. Federal officials 
have since said they ap­
proved the plan.

At the same time Ray filed 
his petition for the tempo­
rary restraining order, he 
filed a $500,000 damage suit 
against state officials for 
what he called illegal impris­
onment for a crime “he did 
not commit.”

Morton has not acted on 
the suit.

Federal officials said that 
when Ray is transferred into 
the U.S. prison system, he 
will undergo routine testing 

1 at a. medical facility in Mis-
sburi before being assigned 
to a prison.

The information director 
for the corrections depart­
ment, Stewart Judkins, said 
last month that Luttrell 
asked for the transfer to 
allow Ray to lead a more 
normal prison life.

Ray is confined to “admin­
istrative segregation”— 
which is like solitary con­
finement. Judkins said there 
had been no specific threats 
against Ray, but added that 
there was always the possi­
bility Of his being harmed ibv 
other inmates because of the 
nature of his crime. .
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’s Transfers
Postponed

NASHVILLE, Jan. 3.
(UPI) -Uiaia-Atty. Gen. 
David Pack said Thursday
James Earl Ray, confessed 
slayer of Martin Luther King 
Jr., will be retained in Ten­
nessee until all pending suits

-----  PAGE 3

Ray failed Wednesday in 
his bid to block his transfer
from the state prison here to 
a federal penitentiary. U.S. 
Dist. Judge L. Clure Morton 
denied Ray’s petition for a 
temporary restraining order
blocking the move

Pack said it was his under­
standing that the Tennessee 
General Assembly . would
have to approve specific 
legislation regarding the 
transfer of prisoners before
Ray could be moved.

Ray, who has filed a num­
ber of legal actions since he 
began serving his 99-year 
sentence, currently has an 
appeal for a new trial before 
the U. S. Sixth Circuit Court

Date: J^/^. 4 /97^

of Appeals in Cincinnati, and 
only last week filed a $500,­
0 0 0 damage suit against 
state officials, claiming false

Editor: GORBAN HANNA

imprisonments iurt crime- 
“he didn’t commit.” 7
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