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‘Man Claims He's Entitled -
‘To Rewards in King Slaying

By TOM JONES

Press-Scimitor Staff Writer
Charles Quitman Stephens
today was the first witness
in.a Chancery Court trial on

his claim to "$185,000 in re-

wards offered after the 1968
assassination of 'Dr. Martin
LutherKing Jr,

Stephens testified that he
gave descriptions of a man
who fired a shot from the
bathroom window of a room-
ing house at 42214 S. Main on
April 4.

)

Stephens, who lived in a
room adjoining the bath-
room, said ‘he gave police a
partial description on the
day of the shooting of Dr.

King as the -civil rights lead- g

er stood on the balcony of
the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mul-
berry. . )
Stephens added that - he
later gave a fuller descrip-
tion of the assassin and iden-
tified a photograph of James
Earl Ray,
guilty to the slaying..
- Stephens, who now lives at
the Madison YMCA, said he
saw Ray talking with the
apartment manager abouit
renting Room 5 earlier on
April 4, .
“At approximately 4 or
4:30, there was a shot
from. % bathroom,” he
said. “The bathroom was

who pleaded . ness bond

just a wall betwéen my
kitchen. Just a thin wall. I

- 8ot up and there was holler-
ing at the Lorraine - Motel

and I tried to get in the bath-
room several times before
and I couldn’t.

' “This time I went-to the
bathroom, opened the door,
glanced in. and then down
the hall. This guy was just
ltlulrlning the corner down the

all.” '

Stephens said the man ap-

‘peared to be Ray and was

carrying a bundle “in some

"dingy colored material” -

under his right arm. Police
said that Ray wrapped the
rifle used in the slaying in a
bundle, but later dropped. it
by a nearby store as he fled.

Harvey Gipson, attorney
for Stephéns, said in his
opening statement that Ste-
phens was the most impor-
tant of 380 witnesses in the
case. ““Stephens was the only
one ‘placed on material wit-
and put in jail,”

he said.

.Gipson said Stephens was
entitled . to - $50,000 reward
offered by Memphis Publish-
ing Co., $100,000 reward
posted by the City Council,
$25,000 reward offered by the
Downtown Association,
Chamber of Commerce and

Future Memphfs; 310,000 re-

ward of National Alliance of
Postal Employes, and a
$1,000 reward offered by
Mrs. Awsumb. ’
Gipson said the rewards
were placed in special ac-

counts in 1968, but the ac--
.counts now have a balance

of $85. )
‘Gipson argued that Ray
was arrested in Tondon,
England, from photographs
which had been identified by
Stephens. '

He added that Stephens’

was the only wi

under guard following Ray’s.

plea of guilm\n s
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‘Witness SaysHe Hoped

Fo Collect King Reward

* By JAMES COLE

Charles Quigman Stephens, a materi- -
al witness in the 1968 slaying of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr., testified in
Chancery Court yesterday that he gave

- information to investigators in hopes of

collecting a reward. .

“I got to thinking the next day (after
the April 4, 1968, assassination) that if
there was a reward, I wanted it,” Ste-
phens testified before Chancellor
Charles A. Rond.

Stephens, 52, who is claiming $185,000
in rewards, said he was - repairing a
radio in his room at a boarding house
near the Lorraine Motel when he heard

_ shots ring out from a next-door bath-

room.
Stephens testified he heard the shots
about 4 p.m., to 4:30 p.m. King was shot

at 6:01 15 s FE—

“I opened- my door, glanced in the
bathroom and then glanced down the
hall. This guy was just turning the cor-
ner,” he said. ;

Stephens said the man, whom he
later identified from police photo-
graphs as James Earl Ray, was wear-
ing a dark suit, -a light-colored shirt
amgf a blue or blue-striped tie. He s
thit man was carrying a bundle thr e

to {our-feet long wrapped in dindy
colcted material.

That night Stephens said- he gave a
partial description of the man to local
police but added that he was “pretty
well shook up.” He said he was able to
give FBI agents a better description
and by that time had read about re-
wards being offered in Memphis news-
papers. ’

Stephens’ attorneys, Harvey L. Gip--
son and Robert A, Tucker, are claim-
ing their cliT'S description was “the
prime factor” in the arrest and convic-
tion of Ray.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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. Ray pleaded guilty in Criminal Court:
to first-degree™mmuraer™ and was sen-
tenced to 99 years inthe state peniten-
tiary. He is -appealing the conviction -in
the U.S, Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-

peals. L P
- Defendants in the suit are individual
members of the 1968 Memphis City:
, Council, the NEMPMY Publishing Co.,
" the Memphis Area Chamber .of -.Com-
merce, Future Memphis, Inc., Down-
town Association of Memphis and the
National Alliance of Post Office’ Em-
ployees.
Tha,local defendants are contending
that |fingerprints found on the rif]é
idenflfied as the murder weapon wdt
the Jey factor in solving the case alj
that¥Stephens provided investigators
with his descripuon before he was
“aware of any rewards. ' o
- Edward Welch, a St. Louis attorney
representing- the postal employes,
denies -that the organization made a
bona fide reward offer. - :

Ashby Smith, the organization’s for-
mer president who is now deceased,
announced a-$10,000 reward but was
not “authorized to do so, Welch said
yesterday, o™ o

Frank C. Holloman,, who was
Memphis police director at the time of
the slaying and now the executive %
director of Future Memphis, testified
that Stephens was placed in protective 4
custody as a material witness in the
Shelby County jail during the early

stages of the investigation, .

Asked why Stephens was jailed,
Holloman said, “Because he had been
consistently drunk, We had a responsi-
bility to see he didn’t harm himself and
that others didn’t harm him.” -

" Stephens testified he went to jail
voluntagily. BUTTE Was released ‘sever-
al days later after his attorneys filed a ﬁ

writ of habeas corpus'in Circuit Court. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Judge Ponders Witness™ Suit

A suit seeking $185,000 in
‘reward money for a key wit-
ness in the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was taken under advisement

- by Chancellor Charles A.
Rond yesterday.

Attorneys for Charles Quit-
man Stephens, 52, argued
that their client is entitled to
the money because he was
the only witness who identi-
fied James Earl Ray near
the boarding house bath-
room where the fatal shots
were fired in 1968.

Robert A. Tucker, one of
Stephens’ attorneys, said
Ray would never have been
arrested in London if Ste-
phens had not identified
photographs used on wanted
posters circulated -world-
wide,

“The rewards were offer-
ed because they (the defend-
ants) wanted results. Well,
Mr. Stephens gave them re-
sults,” Tucker said in his
closing argument.

Defendants in the suit are
Memphis» City Council,
wphis Publishing Co.,

Memphis Area Chamber of
Commerce, Future
Memphis, Inc., Downtown

~Association of Memphis and

National Alliance of, Post Of-
fice Employees.

Defense attorneys attack-
ed the importance of Ste-
phens’ role in the ultimate
conviction of Ray for first-
degree murder on a guilty
plea in Criminal Court.

They argued that finger-
prints found on the murder
weapon which was found in
a doorway near the duwn-
town rooming house were
the foundation- of the prose-
cuticn’s case against Ray.

Asst. City Atty. Arthur
Shea said the City Council

did not actually post a $100,- :

€00 reward but instead guar-
anteed that all rewards
would total $100,000.

Shea also called police Lt.
James D. Johnson to testify
that Stephens had been ar-

rested 20 times on nublic |

drunkenness charges.

“If the state was trying to
convict J ame%"l!'a'rl‘;ay on
Mr. Stephens’ testimon;, ‘

we'd still be looking for
Ray,” Shea said.

Armistead Clay, attorney
for Memphis Publishing Co.,
confirmed that The Commer-
cial Appeal and Memphis
Press-Scimitar each offered
a $25,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest .
and conviction of King's
assassin.

But Clay noted that in a
deposition intrcduced in evi-
dence that Atty. Gen. Phil
M. Canale Jr. said offers of
reward were “not of any
material  significamee—in

solving the case,
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Transfer for Ray

~May Take Years

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — (UPI) — A state corrections offi-
cial says it may be months or ever years before James Earl
Ray is transferred to a federal prison. ' .

Information Director Stewart Judkins confirmed that
Tennessee authorities have not responded to a request from
the Federal Bureau of Prisons for the admission of the con-
victed assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to the federal

prison at Springfield, Ill.

“We haven't responded because of the ruling by Attor-

ney General David Pack’s
office that to be strictly legal
we would need enabling
legislation to set up this type
of transfer,” Judkins said.

“In addition, we were ad-
vised it would be better to
wait until ‘such’time as he
(Ray) .completes his
appeals.” o

The transfer was original-
ly requested by state prison
officials so Ray could lead a
more ‘‘normal” life behind
the walls. He has been in
solitary confinement during
his stay at the main prison
here.

Ray has numerous law-
suits pending, seeking
among other things to have
himself released from
prison, to be re-tried, and to
prevent his transfer to a

fedgral institution.

Judkins confirmed that ex-

" transfer),”

not.

, haustior of Ray’s appeals

could take years..“We're '
still considering it (the °
Judkins
“But we're not anticipating

, transferring him in the next |

few. weeks or months, cer- -
tainly not.”

Sources in  Springfield -
have said the cost to Tennes-
see for keeping Ray in a
federal institution would be
about $23 a day. ‘

Judkins said details of the |
transfer, including payment |
for Ray’s keep, had not yet :
been worked out,

The information director
also said to his knowledge
there was no move afoot to |
produce the enabling legisla-
tion for Ray’s transfer at the
present time. He said some
states have laws that set out

conditions for this type of
transfer, but"l?m'essegdoes
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Delay-Foreseen
For Ray's Shift

NASHVILLE, Jan. 23. —
(UP1) — A state corrections
official said Wednesday it
may be months or even
years before James Earl
Ray is transferred to a
federal prisof.”

Information director. Stew-
art Judkins confirmed that
Tennessee authorities have
not responded to a request
from the federal Bureau of
Prisons for the admission of
the convicted assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. to
the federal prison at Spring-
field, 111, -

“We haven’t responded be-
cause of thezuling by Atty.
Gen. David Pack’s office
that to be strictly legal we
would need enabling legisla-
tion to set up this type of
transfer,” Judkins said.

“In addition, we were ad-
vised it would be better to
wait until such time as he
(Ray) completes his
appeals.”

The transfer was original-
ly requested by state prison
officials so Ray could lead a
more “normal” life behind
the walls. He has been in
solitarl_mnﬁn,gment during
his stay at the main prison
here. 4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

— PAGE 23
— COMMERCTAL APPEAL

— MEMPHTS, TEXX,

Date: TAN. 2_'"‘“ ) ‘Ol‘lq
Edition:
Author:

editor: GORNAN ITANNA

Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: ‘IF_“( PH IS

D Being Investigated

e

ESTEL]

FEV— wire




" FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray's Suit Seeks Law Library U™

James Earl Ray claimed
in federal court here yester-
day he is unable to research
his legal rights, because the
state penitentiary at Nash-
ville denies him access to its
law library.

In a civil suit, mailed to
Memphis from the state
prison, Ray said his jailers
try to justify their refusal
with “‘constant allegations of
security’” measures neces-
sary in his confinement,

‘But, the prisoner, serving
, @& 99-year sentence for the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther

Kigg Jr., said such precau- .

tions are unnecessary, since
he has ‘‘never tried to es-

cape.” He said he must use
the library to research his
pending civil damage claim
against New York publisher
Doubleday & Co., Inc.

Ray claims in a separate
lawsuit that Doubleday
“fraudulently” acquired un-

ispecified items of his person-

al property in 1972. He says
Doubleday used the property
in publishing “An American
Death.” an account of the
King slaying.

~The only defendant in yes-
terday’s civil suit is state
prison warden J-ames-lrl
Rose,
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ourt of Appeals G

‘n. Ray's AC|a|m Against Lawyer

James Earl.Ray, 41, con-
-fessed: slayer of civil rights

-leader Dr. ‘Martin  Luther

ng Jr., today won a re-
view of hls guilty plea from
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of

- Appeals in Cincinnati.

The appellate court, in 4 2-
1 decision, remanded-Ray’s |

- petition for review to U.S.

District Judge L. Clure

- Morton in Nashville.

“The appeals court accept-
ed Ray’s contention that he
was gwen improper legal
advice in his 1969 guilty
plea. It cited two Iletters
written to Ray by Percy

Foreman, theri bis attorney.

_The letters. revealed ar-
rangements for Foreman to

" “receive $165,000 from royal-

- ties on publications and
novies based on Ray’s case. -

Also, the letters indicated
that Ray’s share of the
money would be delivered
only on his plea of gullty
with “no embarrassing cir-

cumstances, to take place in

the courtroo

" The ruling of the Appeals
‘Court today was based on an
Oct. 9 hearing held in Cingin-
nati on Ray’s appeal of

“Judge Morton’s Nashville

decision, which denied Ray
an evidentiary hearing.
Morton denied the writ of
habeas corpus in March,
1972. Ray's attorney, Robert
I. Livingston of Memphis,

appealgg the denial.

(Mount Clipping in Spcce Below)

.not want to see anyone hang-
ing around,” Rose said.

Ray also has filed in

{ Memphis District Court a

civil libel suit against

. Doubleday & Co., Inc. of

} New York, claiming he was -

libeled in the book “An
American Death,” published

by Doubleday in 1972. Ray.

_Ray pleaded guilty in 1969 ,

to the April 4, 1968, slaying
of Dr. King, but he has since
renouncéd the guilty plea.
He, 1s/serv1ng a 99-year sen-
tence in the State Peniten-

) txary in Nashville.

‘Warden Jim Rose of the

State Penitentiary in Nash-

ville said Ray “didn’t hardly

. react at all” when nonflqd of

; Vthe decision.

- ambodyrhe did not Waﬁt \
to‘talk dy;

Srantsh

earing

also has filed another -civil

suit in Memphis protesting -

his denial of law library fa-
cilities .at prison. Both are
pending.

Livingston said of the Ap--
peals -Court decision: “Why -
that.-is wonderful news, ‘I

wish T had had.it.yesterday
Turn to Page 6~JAMES y
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Wi Hearng

_From Page I
when I saw James Earl Ray.
It would have cheered him
up. He has gotten discour-
aged. It would have done
him good to know we have
finally won one.” .

Livingston said he and
Washington lawyers Bernard
Fensterwald and James
Lesar originally filed the
suit in the Nashville District
Court on Dec. 4, 1972,

“We never had a hearing
on it,”” said Livingston, who
said Judge Morton “just
wrote a lengthy opinion

- denying i~

Livingston said he  felt
“certain’ that the Nashville
State Attorney General's of-
fice would appeal the deci-
sion to the ‘U.S. Supreme
Court, “‘so when we will get
our evidentiary hearing is
anybody’s guess. But when

- we get it I fell certain the
state will have to call Hous-
ton lawyer Percy Foreman
and he and James Earl Ray
will get to face each other iy
court,”” *=— %

Livingston said the basic '
contention in. their suit was
that Ray’s guilty plea “was
not freely and voluntarily
given, but that he was coerc-
ed into it by Foreman and,
due to his unusual confine-
ment in the Shelby County
Jail, he was not in the cor-
rect physical or mental con-
dition to make a rational
decision.” ’

The three-judge panel
today sailf: i
“We hold that Ray is enti-
tled to an evidentiary hear-
ing. It is clear that the alle-
gations which are the sub-
ject of Ray’s petitions have
never been tried upon their
merits or resolved by any
court — allegations which, if
true, plainly negate any no-
tion or idea that his guilty
plea . . . was made volun-
tarily and intelligently.
“The allegations ., . if
true would support a finding
. that Ray’s attorneys deliber-
ately compromised their
client’s interests in order to
further the financial success
of Willeanr—Bradford Huie’s
works in which they them-
selves had a substantial
. interest.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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~ ¢ For Ray
Ordered By Court

The Sixth U, S, Cicapit Court of Ap- (Indicate page, name of
peals in Cincinnati ruled yesterday that newspaper, city and state.)
James Earl Ray is entitled to an evi-
dentiary hearing, which could lead to a
new trial for Ray in the 1968 slaying of ' -
Dr. Martii Luther King Jr. " E PAGE 2— {

A spokesman for the state. attorney . ‘
general’s office in Nashville said he is
St:gre the.. stgte w111 appeal the deci- COMMERCYIAL APPEAL

In return for a 99-year sentence, L

‘Ray, 41, pleaded guilty on March 14,

1969, in Memphis to slaying the civil - MFEMPITTS . TENN

rights leader.” He has been seeking a ‘ o y e

- new trial.in the case smce the day after
~ he entered t

Yesterday’s rulmg calls fora hearmg'
to be held to determine if Ray was
coerced by his-attorneys into entering
the guilty plea, as Ray’s new attorneys
have argued. The hearing will be in
Nashville, one of Ray's attorneys said.-

The three- ]udge panel’s decision said -
in part, “It is clear that the"allegations
which are the subject of Ray’s petition
have "never been tried. upon their
merits or resolved by any court — alle-

-gations which, if true, plainly negated '
any notion or idea that his guilty plea | D‘“‘”I?N’- 3OJ 19
was made voluntdrily and intelligently. . Edition:

“The allegations . . . if true would Author:
support a finding that Ray’s attorneys .
deliberately comgpromxsed their client’s ditor: GORNAN ITANNA
interests in order to furthér financial Title:
successes of (author William Bradford)
Huie’s works, in which they themselves
had substantial interest.”

To pay for his defense, Ray had Character:
promised his attorney, Percy Fore- or
man, all royalties he received from
I;;:g'e aal;ll arrangem:&th;)vzthw}}?a;‘atg Submitting Oftice: MEMPH IS
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In the court’s 2-1 decision,- the iudges
noted two ETTEYS~Written to Ray by
Foreman concerning their financial ar-
rangements with Huie.

Ray, who is being held at the state
penitentiary in Nashville, has since
fired Foreman and hired a team of
attorneys headed by Bernard Fenster-
wald of Washington. Fensterwald is out
of the country and could not be reached
for comment yesterday.

Another Ray attorney, James Lesar

“af Maryland, said following the rulmg
that he believes ‘“‘without any ques-
tion” the district court W1ll “be forced

to order a retrial for Ray.” : -
He said he doubts, however, whe-

ther Ray will be tried for,the slaying.
\because ‘‘the state wont want {0 go

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

whxch would tend to prove- R

- cence..

Lesar said’ the hearmg could.’ not-
bring out information concerning a
conspiracy ta. murder King in- which
Ray was involved, “because Ray' did
not shoot Dr. King.and. does not: know
who did.”” +

Assistant State Atty Gen leham H:
Haile, who opposed an evxdentlary
hearing for Ray; said in Nashville ke is
convinced Ray ‘‘acted alone” jn- the
assassination. of King. :

“The evidence against hxm Was real
ly overwhelming,” Haile said. ‘“He
signed the 57-paragraph stipulation and
admitted pulling the trigger. I belleve
he acted aloR@r——ens -

Haile said evidence in the case doeu
not support the centention that’ Ray
was§ ‘“browbeaten, badgéred- and

. bribed” into answering the guilty plea.”

“He (Ray) is just another con. He's a

“ professional criminal,” Haile siid. “He

just happened to knock off some\body
the nation happened to care for.” -

King was shot to death April 4, 1868,
as he stood on a balcony of the Lor-

! raine Motel in Memphis. He had béen
* here in support of a strike by. samta-

tion workers.

Ray was later arrested in London
and extradited to the United. States for
trial in Memphis.

The state’s-oase was headed by Atty
Gen. Phil M. Canale. Canale’s office
said he.is at home sick and could not
be reached for comment on the court’
decision, '

Haile said the original mvestlgatlon

" into the slaying of King cost about’ §4

million and a trial “would he “enor-
*mously costly to the State of Tenness
see.” Ray's lawyers said that if ‘the
court ordered a trial and the state de-
cided to hold it, it probably would be
held in Memphis.

Haile was asked if he. thoaght the
U.S. District Court in Nashville ‘would
order a new trial after the hearing. I
don’t see any way-unless. Percy Foré.
man came in here and said, “Yeah,I.
beat him every day before: breakfast
and told him he would ge:to the-electric

. chair if he dxdn’t plead guxlty’

the ‘accusations he’ h&s ma
his former lawyers.

Lesar said he believes
telling the truth and added;
ab,le 10 - show (at I

mty he ‘able to kshbwb b

. that James Earl Ray was fame
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Ray’s Suit Against Book Is Dismisse

© \J.S. Dist. Judge Harry M.
Wellford yesterday granted
James Earl Ray’s request to
dismiss a civil damage suit
filed in connection with a
1969 book about the slaving
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

Ray, the convicted slayer
of Dr. King, had filed the
suit last March, claiming he
was libeled by the book, “‘An
American Death,” written
by New York author Gerold
Frank and published by Dou-
bleday & Co., Inc., of New
York. '

After a preliminary hear-
ing in the case last Novem-
ber, Wellford dismissed two
of Ray’s claims, but defer-
red ruling on whether Dou-

bleday “fraudulently” ac-
quired Ray’s personal
property or evidence that
might have been helpful to
his defense in the murder
case.

The judge said the third -

claim was ‘not specific
enough,” and gave Ray 230
days to amend or supple-
ment his complaint, stating
precisely what property or
evidence the firm may have
acquired.

Instead, Ray wrote to the
judge Monday, asking that
“the entire case” be dismiss-
ed.

Originally Ray had con-
tended that former Shelby
County Atty. Gen. Phil M.
Canale Jr. and one of his for-

mer assistants, Robery K.
Dwyer, supplied Frank with
confidential records relating
to the slaving and that

Frank ‘“falsely quoted” the.

records in writing the book.
He said Doubleday was “‘in
collusion” with Frank and
the two Memphians in an ef-

fort to deny him due process .

of law and to violate his
right to privacy.

Wellford dismissed those
claims after the preliminary
hearing. He said the collu-
sion claims require ‘“‘as a

‘predicate’’ that the deferid-

ants acted with the author'ty
of the state, and that Ray/’s
privacy was not violated, he-
cause he was a
newsworthy figure.”
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H’}orton;,‘ Moves

Ray s New. Trlal
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DAGE

Case To Memphls

"By GEORGE ENE

James Earl Ray’s’ request

" for a new trial in the slaying
. of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
" was -transferred to Memphis

federal court today.

“I think we got shafted,”.
Memphis attorney Robert I
Livihgston told  regorters
%utmde the courtroom of U.S.

ist. Court Judge L. \Clure

Morton.

Instead of havmg a

jscheduled pretrial conference-

on Ray’s habeas corpus case,
- Morton filed Ray’s motion for
relief :from solitary confine-
. ment-with another case and
" transferred his main case to
Memphis,
A heamng has been set for
" Monday in Nashville on Ray’s
motion that he- be- allowed™to
mix with the other inmates
at State Prison here. N
- ‘Transfer Reasons Given.
Morton transferred Ray’s
main case to Memphis
because “most of the wit-

naccac ara fram Shalhv

pa;soﬁﬁng S)ISIA uuoq
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bumped into today (in- federal

- court).”

The 6th US Circuit Court
of Appeals " in Cincinnati;
citing -two Jetters written to
Ray by Percy Foreman of
Dallas, 'then his . attorney,
remanded the- main case  to

» Morton in. Jahuary for a

review of Ray’s guilty plea.
The letters- revealed
.arrangements for Foreman to-

. receive $165:000 from royaltles

on publications’ and . movies

-pased on Ray’s case and his
..1969 trial in Memphis.. The

letters also. mdxcated "that

Ray’s - share of the ‘money, ’

would be delivered only on
his plea of guilty with™ “no’
‘embarrassing cmcumstances
to take place in the court-
room,"”

Dr. King was fatally struck
down by a rifle shot in
Memphis on April 4, 198,
Ray, who : pleaded guﬂty to
avoid - the -death.. penalty,
claimed  ‘'he was unlawfully
coerced: info - making- an m-

M'oluntary plea. -
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bank presnlent’s w1£e
naped Friday and held
tive . despite - payment
$200,000 ransom, slipped
from her abducters- yest——
and made her-way {0 s
at a suburban supermarl
The. .-blonde ;. hous
walked .into the market
. Burnsville,. asked:-ealm
ey~ -Shop.cold . cenudiiag telan
‘the - Tack of frésh- fruit in -
s diet, the. absence of salt,.

;«indlcated he: - wanted, tpi

Date: 3/’ 7/ 7,“,

Edition: Ma?p’l W
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Says Memory, Concentration Suffering

James Earl Ray, wearing sunglasses, is surrounded by guards as he | Character: : /.

federal court after testifying about what he called his u);hgealthy hvmge c?::‘:ﬁf- or /?57%
tions in the prison. Warden Jim Rose is at left with back to camera. Classification:
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AII‘ Exercise Lack -

By PAT WELCH

James Earl Ray, who claims he was told he would
never get out of solidary confinement, testified here
yesterday that his health is weakening because he
can’t get fresh air, vitamin C and exercise.

Ray began a 99-year sentence for the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in March 1969. He said .
he has been locked in a small cell all but four days
since he was transferred to the main prison here.in
July 1972 from the maximum securlty Brushy Moun-
tam Prison at Petros, Tenn.

WARDEN JIM Rose testified in yesterday s hear-
ing that Ray has been in ‘‘administrative segrega-
tion” longer than any other inmate. But Rose said
Ray is an escape risk and his life is in danger from
an-assault which could lead to “a racial situation.”

Rose said Ray could resume his clean up job, giv-

(Turn fo Page 3, Column 4)
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ing him up %0 10 hours a day

outside hiscell, anytime -he .
wanis, He - sald ‘the - peniten-
tiary does -not  have enough®
guards to give Ray “special
treatment” .'so’ he "can mix
with - other" inmates: for rec
reation.

Ray, makmg his flrst ap-

pearance in court since - a.
similar hearing Dec. 29, 1969,
said ‘'he has had no- threats
from any other inmate, black”
er white, and is not mterested
“in escaping, ‘

¢ sy WOULD be idiotic -to.--

attempt to- escape now, when
.there’s a possibility of .a new
trial,” he told U.S. Dist. Court
Judge L. Clure Morton:

* The 6th Circuit Court of
Appeals, overruling Morton,
has ordered a hearing on
Ray’s claim that-his plea of
guilty to King’s murder was
coerced.

Morton teok Ray's bid for
more freedom and access fo
law books under advisement
after his attorneys said they
will file a brief next week.
- In an ironic touch, his lawyers
cited the case of -Angela
Davis. ablack activist, in
~arguing for his release from
solitary confinement. (Morton
noted that her case-involved
pretrial detention.)

RAY’S APPEARANCE in
court surprised his attorneys,
James Lesar of Washington
‘and Robert Livingston of
Memphis. who were not in-
formed their client would be
a..withess in the hearing
Morton ‘'set “Friday. A third.

.. court

atto r ne v /Bernard Fen-
" sterwald Jr was in Miami. -

Lesar said he learned that’

‘Ray would be: ‘brought to: court

only after his' amval in- Nash-'»

ville about -.7:30
yesterday lemgston sald he
happened to read about Ray’s
appearance m the
Tennessean .

. Ray, 48, apbeared pale and-

“blinked ‘contmually in his hour

and 15 minutes on the witness -
stand, ' But - Asst.. Atty.":Gen. .

Henry Haile noted, *‘His ‘mind

is sharp and alerf. He didn’t

have “any trouble thh my
quesﬁms » ‘

RAY. BFGAN h1s testxmony :

hestitantly, but warmed-up, te

show a dry wit under Halle’ :
-~ .. :bunker,”

“Tdon’t think they” i‘e goin mg former exercise yard and less

to send me outside the walls.~

cross-examination.

"to work,” he. adm1tted at one
- point. L
And ' again,. after  a

dxscusslon of the differences.

in his food and that of ethers,
he said:
“about the food, per se. ‘I'd
just as soon they’d turn me
out in the yard and give me
a Euell Gibbons book.” .

Ray said he is not the best
judge of his own mental
“health- but that his' memory
and conceniration are suf-
fering from -his close _con-
finement.

HE SAID his “health is run
down,” and he wants to
prepare for his upcoming
“hearing in Memphis *“so I.can

get this criminal thing dealt

with.”
Asked what he hoped to
gain in the hear{ng, Ray told

‘his “job

“I'm not complaining -

a reporter, “I don’t ans
legal questions”*” = 0 =
Haile .{old’ the court that

Ray .will be given a completee ‘segregation.

physwal in the next day or

-two, He also asked Ray:to.
-stand up in the witness box- radio,

and remove his. gray -prison

- jacket,” so- the judge- could see
‘Ray’s physique.

“RAY admitted he had qh1t
security cellblock but: he “said -

he did so only after. pr1SQn
‘officials
- recreation privileges.’
stopped- everything else, so I
- -figured I might -as Well quxt
-that too,” he said. -

took: away

‘He said he fs pemmtted to

exercise alone in a-‘“‘concrete”

smalier . than -the

-well equip than. it or the.,
"main yard., But-he said he*
quit -that, too, because ‘it

- wasn’t any better than‘the' 3—

by-5-foot -area - of .his cell.

. “You couldi’t get no sunshine
‘less you was out -there at'

high noon,” he said,

Ray said  former Com-

. ‘missioner of Correction’ Harry’ ,
Avery had offered” him more "

freedom if he would ‘talk

with . the attorney general’s

office or the FBI about the
crlme I was charged w1

RAY SAID he
discussed anything with state

or federal prosecutors’ except |!

once ‘~‘when he  gave
background information on

hiniself to an FBI agent and’|

the information was ‘“turned
over toJohn J. Hooker Sr.
to use against me in a civil

case. After that I never d1d A

in" the - maxunumu

K3 ‘T}wy .

=T

never

Bay explm&ed to Mortou the
differe nce  between
and: . “the ‘hole.”
He said he had been put in
the ‘“hole”- and--denied his .
TV, - type‘wnter sand-
other comforts‘ for three days
in ber 1973 for molating
a prison rule. He: dxd not say
‘what it was. < -

-on- the ‘lack of :frésh:fruit in .
his diet, the,absénce of salt,

.“pepper and other ;:ondlmentg TAN

and his' restriction from free

access to-the law- hbraryr

- 'HE'- ADMITTED he coula
- order. .any law book he wanted !
‘—..and that “he -had eitherr |
three or - five attorneys
working on” his cases .— but
he - ind:cated he wanted to.-
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Ray Seeks Way
Qut Of Solitary

NASHVILLE, March 14.—
(AP)—James Earl Ray, who
pleaded guilty to the slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., has asked to be released
from solitary confinement to
prepare for a hearing on

" whether he can withdraw his
guilty plea. ‘ :
Shortly after his trial i
1969, Ray tried to go back on
his nlea of guilty and get a_
full trial in the sniper killing
of the civil rights leader.
The latest effort has re-
sulted: in the U.S. Sixth Cir-
_cuit Court of Appeals order-
ing a full hearing on Ray’s
réquest in U.S. District
Court in Nashville. A pre-
hearing lawyers conference
is scheduled Friday.
" Defense lawyer Bernard
Fensterwald mailed a peti-

" tion Tuesday to federal court
in Nashville asking that the
state be told to release Ray

~ into the general prison popu-
lation for a minimum of two
hours each day to allow Ray
to exercise, go to the library
and prepare for his hearing,
which is expected in the
summer.

Prison officials have testi-
fied at earlier hearings that
they feel Ray’s life would be
in danger if he were allowed

"to mingle freely with the
other inmates. - However,
Ray says he has no such
fears. o

Ray contends fle was pres-
:sured into pleading guilty b,

phis lawyers. =

[
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