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Legal Move
Centers On
Ray's Money

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK

Press-Scimitar Stai! Writer

Attorneys for James Earl
Ray today filed motions in
Federal Court seeking an ac-
counting of what happened
to $10,000 of Ray’s money.

The attorneys state the
money was in the control of
Houston lawyer Pere y
Foreman. '

The motions, filed by one
of Ray’s three attorneys;
James Hiram Lesar of
Washington, D.C:, ask ‘Fed-
eral Judge Robert M.
McRae to issue an order re-
quiring Memphis’ Union
Planters National Bank to
allow Ray’s attorneys to in-
spect records pertaining to
the opening, maintenance
and closing of a bank ac-
count which allegedly held
Ray’s money.

- Lesar said they want to
see all records pertaining to
the account because on Feb.
7,.1969: — one month after
Ray pleaded guilty to the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
. King Jr. — at a hearing be-
fore ‘the late Shelby County .
Criminal Court Judge Pres-
“ton .W. Battle, ‘“‘the State of
Tennessee alluded to a $5,000
payment which William
Bradford Huie (Alabama au-
thor of the Ray book. ‘“‘He .
Slew t h g-Dreamer”) had
made to Percy Foreman.”
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At that time, Lesar peti-
tions, Foremrar—3uid the
$5,000 was on deposit in:“‘a
trust fund.” Lesar states in-,
his brief “a week later, the
state again brought up. the
matter of the $5,000 payment
to Foreman, and Foreman

_interrupted to assert that it
‘had not been paid to him:
‘To my control, your Honor,
but not to me, t0 Mr. Ray. I
wouldn’t accept it.” ”

Ray’s attorneys say ‘‘Not-
withstanding Foreman’s dec-
larations, at least two
checks, each in the amount
of $5,000, were deposited in
an account in the Union
Planters Bank of Memphis.
One of the checks was
endorsed by James Earl Ray
after Foreman promised to
use the money to retain John
J..Hooker as co- counsel Ray
denies, however, - that - he
endorsed the second .$5,000
check, or that he ever gave:
Foreman a power of attor-
ney.”

Ray’s attorneys say in
their motions that the attor-
neys for the bank have told
them this account was main-
tained in the name of
Foreman. ‘

Ray’s attorneys contend
the bank records will shed
. light on Ray’s contention
that his attorneys were more
interested in financial gain’
than in representing him. =
. The evidentiary hearing,
now set by Judge McRae for
Sept.. 30 but expected to be
postponed until late October,
will.explore whether or not
"Ray was coerced by his
attorneys into pleading
guilty and whether the finan-
cial aspects of the contracts
the attorneys, Foreman and
Arthur Hanes of Birming-
ham, had with Huie repre-
sented a conflict of interest.

Ray also filed a motion
asking Judge McRae to
grant him relief from soli-
tary confinement so he could
prepare for the evidentiary
hearing, at which he wﬂl
testify. ? »
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— Ray AsksCourt Authority

‘ToExamine Bank Records

James Earl Ray yesterday asked for
federal court authority to gain access
to .bank records of Houston, Texas,
attorney Percy Foreman in an effort to
show that the criminal lawyer’s finan-
cial interests influenced his judgment
as Ray’s attorney in 1968-69.

Attorney James H. Lesar of Wash-
ington filed the request yesterday to
examine - Foreman’s now-closed ac-
count at Union Planters National Bank
in Memphls The account was establish-
ed in Foreman’s name as ‘“a trust
fund” for Ray’s defense, according to
Foreman

However, accordmg to Lesar’s peti-
tion, at a hearing [Feb. 7, 1969, the state
alluded to a $5,000 payment from Ala-
bama author William Bradford Huie to
Foreman which Foreman said was put

in the trust fund, But a week later, the

Houston attorney said the money was
pald to Ray, not to himself.

Lesar alleged that two $5,000 checks
were deposited in the account but that
only one was endorsed by Ray. The
trust fund records will enable Ray to
prave allegations that Foreman’s
financial interests affected his actions
as Ray’s defense lawyer, Lesar said.

On June 10, 1971, the bank told Ray in
a:letter that he would need Foreman’s

_permission to inspect account records.

‘The petition also requested that Ray

be released from solitary confipement

and that he be allowed to mingle with

the general inmate population at the
Termessee State Prison at Nashville.
Lesar said Ray now gets little exercise,
_Sona restricted diet and has “virtual-
ly no contact with fellow human
beings.”

Ray’s health, memory and mental
alertness continue to deteriorate under

present confinement conditions and :

will lessen his ability to testify in the
evidentiary hearing, Lesar said.

The evidentiary hearing has been
scheduled for Sept. 30 but Ray’s attor-
ney’s have asked that it be postponed

until Oct. 21-25. During the hearing Ray
will be on the witness stand and will be
housed at the Shelby County Jail.
Attorneys requested yesterday that
Ray’s living conditions in the jail be
improved over those in which he was
confined from July, 1968, to March,
1969. ’

Yesterday they asked that his cell at
the jail have no surveillance cameras
or microphones, a window for sunlight

and fresh air and no lights on during .

normal sleeping hours.

Lesar also requested a court order to
obtain all contracts, statements and
correspondence concerning the finan-
cial relationship of Huie, Ray’s former
attorneys Foreman and Arthur Hanes
Sr., publighers. * "
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[Debote nRay Hearing ey Cortor
on-Existence of Mystery Man 'Raeu|'|

) By KAY PITTMAN BLACK L . ({Indicate page, name of

Press-Scimitar Staff Writer

~Phe-wetual existence of 2 mam-knewn
only as Rdoul is expected to be one of the
major topics of debate at the-approaching
evidentiary hearing requested by attorneys
for James Earl Ray, the convicted assassin
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,

Birmingham attorney Arthur Hanes Sr., : LR
who first represented Ray, said that his T i T
client was insistent that the mysterious :
Raoul actually fired the shot that killed
King. ' .

Houston attorney Percy Foreman, who
was Ray’s attorney when he pleaded guilty
to King’s slaying, contends that Ray told
him that he had invented the character
Raoul for Hanes and Alahama author Wil-

newspaper, city and state.)

liam Bradford Huié. geamm—e.

Rebert I. Livingston, a Memphis attorney
who is currently representing Ray along
with two Washington, D.C., lawyers takes
issue with Foreman.

Regarding the existence of Raoul, Living-
ston said that Ray has always maintained
that there was such a person. He said Ray
‘has “described the man to us many times.
He-ims-nawer denied the man.” s
.- In a deposition taken from Foreman in Date: A"'ﬁ et 30) 1974

- - " Edition:

Houston on April 3, but just released to The Author: AITART TG Tv
«Rressagcimitar by Ray’s current STrOrmEy®, . or_' el ‘ﬁ?'ﬁ’. 5 L
) Foreman said he believed Ray acted alone Editor: SCIRFIDTR

in the slaying of King. Title:

Ay

The 72-year-old Houston attorney /said
~. that while he was representing Ray, he
showed his client @ picture of some men Character:
being led away from Dealey Plaza in Dallas, or
Tex., after the shooting of President John F. Classification:
Kennedy.
(th“I lgn?w t)hat the purpose of showing this
e picture) was to try to pick out R :
.and that is when Rayrt}(,)ld mpzché invei?eur} [ Being Investiacted

: _Rac})lul for Huie and Hanes,” Foreman said 7 ’g -
in the statement. “He said there wasn’t an 1 MO
Raoul.” v qq"(qg /Z b A

Submitting Office:

Hanes stated in a 1969 article he wrote [ SEARCHED. - JHDEXED_ -
for a national magazine, which is now part SERIA L AN

of the federal court record in_] phis on
the Ray cd8e, that Ray became “tens& and
devious’ when questioned about Raoul.

a————
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' ."{"‘&_'r.ve his story to . this extent.

" Hanes wrote. “I think he mét somebody like

~ Raoul in. Montreal in August, 1967, and I
* ' think Raou] may be Ray’s name for one,
.. two or three persons who directed or assist-

- ed him between August, 1967, and his escape

. _through Cana King's 1967 slaying.

Hanes concluded the-article by.saging, 1
simply cannot agreé that James Earl Ray

was not helpéd in murdering Dr. King.”
Ray fired Hanes the day before he was to
go to trial and replaced him with Foreman

on Nov. 10, 1969. It was Foreman who ne-
gotiated the guilty plea that put Ray in the
state penitentiary in Nashville. .
Although Foreman stated in the deposi-
tion that he would now advise Ray not to

enter a guilty plea, he said he believes that .
Ray was a racist who killed King thinking -

the act would make him the hero of white
Americans.

When Ray’s confession resulted in a 99-
year prison sentence, Ray claimed he had
been coerced into pleading guilty by attor-
neys interested primarily in royalty rights
to a book on the slaying by Huie.

_U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
will probe Ray’s accusations at the Oct. 22
evidentiary hearing and decide whether Ray
is entitled to withdraw his confession and
stand trial in Criminal Court for murder.

Livingston said, “Mr. Foreman came in
here to pull off a cop-out (change of plea)
and did it and went back to Tesasitdiving-

s—sibopesaid. “Why would he do that? I don’t

know. We have some theories that time will
develop:” iy

a———tig¥eman revealed in the deposition that
he got the late Public Defender Hugh Stan-
ton Sr. in December or January to start ne-

gotiating a guilty plea. He said he did not let. |

Ray know this because he didn’t want Ray
to lose confidence in him.

He also stated in the deposition that Phil
Canale, who was attorney general at the
time, discussed such a change of plea with
King’s widow, Mrs. Coretta King, and other
members of the King family to see if they
would agree to such a step.

Livingston, along with Bernard Fenster-
wald and James Lesar of Washington, D. C.,
plan to argue at the hearing that Foreman
did not properly investigate the case against
Ray with a view of proving Ray innocent. In
his deposition, Foreman denied this.

Foreman said that he could not find any
eyewitnesses that could identify Ray as
being at the scene of the crime at the time
of the murder, but said ‘‘there was over-
whelming evidence, fingerprints alone, suffi-
cient to convict.”

«etold Ray’s attorneys in the deposition
that he knew ballistics tests could not con-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

firm that the bullet fragment taken from Dr.
King’s body came from the rifle found near
the murder scene and this is expegted to be
a big point at the hearing.

“I did not consider that there was ballis-
tics evidence, but I was convinced  that
there was overwhelming evidence to prove
that James Earl Ray and nobody else killed
Dr. Martin Luther King and that.any jury
that I ever worked with before, on the evi-
dence that was available to the prosecution,

would convict him,” Foreman said. )
““I was also convinced that because of the
nature of the case there would be the death

* penalty and that was my considered judg-

ment and the best judgment I had, and that
was why I recommended that we negotiate
for a waiver of the death penalty,” he
added. L o
Foreman is not required to be present at
the evidentiary hearing, but Asst. - State
Afty. Gen. Henry Haile said, ‘I don’t think
wild horses could keep him away.” ‘
The Houston attorney said in his deposi-
tion that he would be happy to‘come for the
hearing if his “very, very, VeRr-mavy”

schedule permits. B >
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The late Criminal Court
Judge Preston Battle’s pri-
vate papers relating to the
James Earl R-ay murder
case were filed in federai
court yesterday, but shed no
new light on the case.

The papers, taken from
Battle’s office after his
death, had been sought by
Ruay’s attorneys in hopes
they might refer to circum-

stances surrounding the ne-
gotiation of Ray’s guilty plea

to the glaying of Dr. Martin
Luther ﬁlng Tr. Battle ac-

éo

{Manunt Clinoina in Space Below)

Little nght IsShed On Ray’s Case
By Private Papers Of Late ]udge

cepted Ray’s confession
March 10, 1969.

Among the items filed yes-
terday were a desk calendar,
copies of two letters mailed
to Battle from Ray’s Shelby
County Jail cell, an original
letter from Ray to Battle
and two pages of handwrit-
ten notes taken by Battle
during Ray’s guilty plea
hearing on March 10, 1969.

Ray’s attorneys had asked
to examine the papers in
preparation for an Oct. 22

evidentiary hearing which
will decide whether Ray is
entitled to withdraw his.
guilty plea and stand trial
for the King slaying.

Battle made no notes on

his desk calendar in refer-
ence to the case, and his
other notes made no refer-
ence to plea negotiations.

In one of Ray’s letters to
the judge, the prisoner asked

. that Battle authorize jailers -

to supply him with a safety
razor. Ray said he was al-
lowed to use only an electric

razor, ——,
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Ra Leaves His Cell

For Prison Work

By ROY B. HAMILTON
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer
m‘ James Earl Ray has decided to ‘‘come out of his cell”
ad go back to work at his old prison job in Nashville, State
Chrrections Commissioner Mark Luttrell said today.

* Luttrell said Ray is now working seven or eight hours a i

: dgy in the cellblock area, where his-duties include house-
keepmg chores and helping serve meals to other prisoners in

the cellblock.

“ * Ray is still not permltted to mingle with the general

i

prison populatmn but does
h4¥e contact with six or
seyen prisoners a551gned the

- same tasks, the commission- .

er:%axd

5fl-le seems a lot happier :

'than he was when he refused
tocome out of his cell,” Lut-
trgll added. “The Activity
has kind of perked him up.”

Ray had a similar job until
. about a year ago when he
“quit, saying he needed to
spgnd more time on prepar-
ing his case for a new trial.
H Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
' tefice for the 1968 slaying of
Dt Martin Luther King. He
is scheduled to be in Federal
' Coitrt in Memphis Oct. 22 for
Car; evidentiary hearing on
_hig contention that he was
coerced by his former attor-
- néys into pleading guilty to

, thé charge. —

|

After quitting his prison
job, Ray-later filed petitions
allegmg that he was being

held in ‘isolation and de-

manding the court order the
state to let him. associate

‘and exercise with other

prisoners.
- Luttrell said Ray was kept

- apart from the general

‘prison population because of
concern for his safety. and

his record of escapes and es--

cape attempts.

“The judge ruled that we
were within the law in keep-

.ing him isolated,” Luttrell

said. ‘“We have always said
he could have his job back
anytime he wanted it, but he
refused to . accept it until

recently.”

There are 165 cells in the
cellblock where R‘ay is now

confined. ——y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

q-12-14
Edition:
Author:

Date:

CHARLES L.

Editor: SCINFIDIR
Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

[:] Being Investigated




FD-350 (Rev., 7-16-63)

v

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Huie Denies
PartinPlea

Author William Bradford
Huie has denied to state
attorneys that he participat-
ed in any conspiracy to get
James Earl Ray to change

‘his plea to guilty, claiming

he only learned of the guilty
plea “a few days before it

happened.”

,Ray’s attorneys are ex-
pected to argue at an evi-
dentiary hearing next month
that Huie conspired - with
Ray’s prior lawyers to get
the convicted killer of Dr.
Martin Luther King to plead
guilty, therehy enhancing
the sale of the Huie book,
“He Slew the Dreamer.”

Asst. State Atty. Gen.
Henry Haile said in a sworn
testimony deposition taken
from Huie Friday in Nash-
ville, the author denied such :
charges and ‘‘said he
thought he learned of the
plea change about March 1,
or thereabouts,” Ray chang-
ed his plea on March™9, 1969.

Ray’s attorneys: boycotted
the deposition and did not
participate in its taking. - -
James Lesar of Washington,
D.C., one of the Ray attor-
neys, said: “If Mr. Huie
could go to Nashville he can
come to Memphis for the
hearing, and we’re going to
object to the state entering
the  deposition into
evidence.” < :
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Lontempt Case
May Originate
From Ray Files

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. T ——
. n a '
fender Edward Thompson in,
contempt of court, but.indi-
cated he might do so in the
future if Thompson did not
turn over his office’s files on
the James Earl Ray case to
Ray’s attorneys,

Judge McRae’s ruling yes-
terday followed a motion by
James H. Lesar of Washing-
ton, D.C,, one of Ray’s attor-
neys, asking that Thompson
be held in contempt if he
continued to refuse to turn
over records relating to the
1969 defense of the convicted
assassin of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

On Aug. 23, Judge McRae
granted broad discovery
rights to Ray’s attorneys,
allowing them to see docu-
ments concerning the case
that are in the possession of
various people across the
country.

Lesar said that despite the Date: q.21- 7L/’
ruling, Thompson refused to Editions
allow him to see files on the o _ ..
case when he asked for then Author:  CUI/KLTES 17,
during a visit to Memphis Editor: SCUINEYLT®
Sept. 23. . Title:

Thompson told Lesar in a
letter that he would not re-
lease the material because
the state had appealed Judge Character:
McRae’s ruling. Judge or
McRae pointed out, ho w-
ever, that the U.S. Sixth Cir- Classiftcation:
cuit Court of Appeals had re- Submitting Office:
fused the state’s request that .
the ruling not be enforced (L] Betng Investigated
until the appeal had been de-
cided.
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McRaa Stresses
‘End to Moves'
In Ray Case

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer {Indicate page, name of
U.Ss. DiSt. Judge Robert M. newspaper, city and state,)
McRae Jr. today told attor-
neys involved in the James
Earl Ray case he could not
“run court by telephone”
and that the attorneys were
going to have to “‘quit mov-
ing and counter moving”
and “get ready for trial.”
The comment came when
State Asst. Attys. Gen.
Henry Haile and Joe Haynes
walked into court this morn-
ing, suitcases in hand and
just off the plane from Nash-
ville, and told Judge McRae
they wanted court permis-
sion to take deposition of
Ray in his Nashville prison
cell at 9 a.m. Oct. 15. Haijle
and Haynes said they also
had other motions to file,
They said they want to get a
list of expert witnesses from
Ray’s attorneys. Haile said,
“We notified Mr. Ray’s
attorneys Friday that we PR ")Lf
would be in court today.” ' 10 -+

Date:

At that point Judge McRze Edition: ft o o
said: “Well, I've already Author:  CiIANLES I,
had a call from Mr. Lesar Editor: SCIINFILDIR
(James Lesar, one of Ray’s
Washington, D.C., attorneys)
this morning and he is send-
ing a telegram. . . . You gen-
tlemen are going to have to Character:
stop all of this,”

“Mr. Lesar said he would
send a telegram to my of- Classification: L
fice,” said McRae, “and he Submitting Office: BRI
also indicated he had some
motions to file, I may just
have to read them and rule
on them. .. or may haveto S s, d
set a hearing . . . bﬁt I can't R L B s

run coun'M&hone.” _’i;';i.‘\:‘ % -

Title:

or
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- Referring-to-all-nf the se-

curity arrangements being
readied by ‘the government
for the Oct. 22 Ray hearing,
Judge McRae reminded
Haile, “This is not just an
ordinary case.”

Haijle told Judge McRae
that the state wanted to
‘“turn the tables’” on Ray’s
lawyers and do some in-
deoth probing on their awn
of Ray. Haile said they want
to see all of Ray’s records,
diaries, letters and news-
paper clippings relating to
the case dating back to June
8, 1968. They also want to
see all copies. of letters Ray
has concerning principals in
the case. - :

Judge McRae told Haile to
return to court this after-
noon, adding that by then he
might have heard more from
Ray’s lawyers. Ray’s law-
yers are expécted to object
to the state’s move.

An evidentiary hearing on
Oct. 22, to determine if Ray
‘'was coerced into pleading
guilty to the 1968 murder of

" Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
could lead to a new trial.
. Yesterday Judge McRae
ruled that Ray will be
brought to Memphis from
his Nashville cell by U.S.
marshals and will be housed
in the Shelby County jail.
Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence on his guilty plea.

In security orders filed

yesterday, Judge McRae
‘said Ray, while in Memphis,
may not be interviewed by
_anyone other than his attor-
neys except by court’s per-
mission. He instructed feder-
al deputy marshals who will
escort Ray to and from the
jail always to use stairways
instead of elevators. The
marshals must inspect the
courtroom each morning
“for congealed _ weapons,
explosives devices, etc.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Ray’s Attorneys Win Lee y

The U. S. Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals yesterday upheld the right of
James Earl Ray’s attorneys to exam-
ine previously closed files in an at-
tempt to clear their client.

The ruling, handed down in Cincin-
nati, upheld an earlier ruling by U. S.

Dist.-Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. of
Memphis.

Also yesterday, McRae issued an
order detailing  strict security meas-

ures for Ray’s protection. The meas- .

ures will apply at an evidentiary hear-
ing scheduled to begin Oct. 22 at which
Ray’s attorneys will try to show why
he should be granted a new trial in the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
While Ray is in Memphis for the
hearing he will be housed in the Shelby
County Jail, whére he was held be-
tween April, 1968, and March, 1969,
-when he confessed to slaying King. The
prisoner, now confined at the state
penitentiary at Nashville, has served 6

years of a 99-year sentence imposed

after he made his confession.

He and his current attorneys claim
the confession was coerced, that Ray:
was pressured into pleading guilty by
his former attorneys.

Yesterday’s ruling by the appellate
court in Cincinnati upheld earlier rul-
ings by McRae which allowed Ray's
attorneys to examine previously closed

investigative files related to the guilty -
plea and to literary contracts arranged ‘

before the confession was given. :

Asst. State Atty, Gen. Henry Haile
had clafmed most of the documents in
question are ‘‘irrelevant, immaterial
and unnecessary” to the evidentiary
hearing, but the appellate court said a
broad investigation is necessary for a
“full and fair hearing” for Ray.

Haile said he will appeal the appel-
late court’s ruling to the U. S. Supreme
Court and ask the Sixth Circuit to issue
a stay order delaying enforcement of
its ruling periding the outcome of the
new appeal.

Ray’s Memphis attorney, Robert I.
Livingston, said he was “not in the
least surprised” by the Sixth Circuit
ruling. “I think Henry and the state
should prepare for a similar ruling by
the Supreme Court, ” he said.

In the security orders filed yester-
day, McRae said that while in
Memphis Ray may-netbe interviewed
by anyone except 'his attorneys without

i ties to exami

the court’s permlssmn He instructed
federal deputy marshals who will es-
cort Ray to and from the jail always to
use stairways instead of elevators.

The marshals must inspect the court-
room each- morning ‘“for concealed
weapons, explosive devices, etc.,’” the

" judge said, and, “No one will be admit- -

ted to the 1ith-floor courtroom before
being screened fn.r_ss:a.:g,h‘ed.” In an
_earlier ruling, CRae authorized depu-
ectator with a

hand-teld metal detector known as a
“peaver tail” before issuing a pass

allowing the spectator to enter. the

courtroom.
- The judge said women may carry

handbags or purses into the courtroom
' after they are searched, but ruled out ‘
“heavy coats, umbrellas, valises, brief -

- cases and all unnecessary objects or
‘containers.” ¥ i :
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ill Be Aired in Cour+ Oc’r |7

“fFederal Judge Robert M.
JMERae Jr. has set a hearing -
far 9:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. -
1% to go over lawyers’ mo-

case, vmcludung one by Ray’s ~-:
rneys “séeking to have-

a
elby County Attornéy

stneral Hugh Stanton held -

in'contempt of court.

- Judge McRae said the Oct.
1'2 hearing will be prelimi-

‘nary to' the Oct. 22 eviden--

tiary hearing for Ray. He set
the date of the new hearing
after talking with Asst: State
Atty. Gen, Henry Haile and
James H. Lesar, one of
Ray’s Washmgton b.C,
lawyers, this'morning.
‘Lesar, in a motion, has
stated that when he visited
. Stanton’s office last. week
Stanton failed to turn over
all ‘of the j

¢1§s in the James Earl Ray -

jt hadin ..
the Ray case, as ordered to

“do by Judge McRae on Aug
23

- McRae indicated toda& he
hopes most of the. dispute

‘over such records will be re- . *
‘solved before. next week’s-

hearing, but if not then the
.contempt motion  will have
" to'be gone into.

.In an affidavit filed w1th

: ‘the: court by Hargld: Weis-
Berg, a: Fréderick, Md .

. /writer.who- is working W1th
~jLesar as. Ray s ipvestigator
on the case, Weisberg said
he had proof that all corre-

spondence to and from Ray
prior to his March 10, 1969,
guilty plea to the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

. was turned over by Shelby

County- jail -officials to -the

_county. prosecutor’s office.
‘Weisberg said this includes.
“letters from Ray’s’defense

attorneys Weisberg said

such action was a violation
of Ray’s “constitutional

-nghts »

~ Weisberg also told Judge
McRae that as late as 19729—"

“three years after Ray left

the specially designed cell— -
audio and v1sua1 surveil-
lance was still in operation
in the cell.

‘Weisberg said. in 1973 he

i interviewed two prisoners at |
: ~Brushy Mountain who re-
cently had been “confined in

the James Earl Ray cell in

""the Shelby County jail. Each

told me that he and other
prisoners had been severely
punished after they made
adverse comments about

.- their guards, even.though no

one could have heard them

except slgqtmnw'

surveillance. ”
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Judge McRae Says Ray Hearmg
Sﬁaﬂd Beain on Schedule

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. today said an
evidentiary hearing for Janes Earl Ray will begm Oct. 22 as
scheduled. - ———n

He termed as unfounded speculatlon that various mo- (Indicate puage, name of
tions filed by Ray’s attorneys and the state, as well as an newspaper, city and state.)
appeal on pre-trial dls<:0very orders by the -state, might
delay the trial.

Judge McRae wﬂl conduct the ev1dent1ary hearmg for
the convicted slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

He said yesterday that it appears both srdes are well

along in their preparation of the case for trial, and added “I
can see no:reason for any delay.”

Attorneys for Ray and for the state will meet thh Judge
McRae on Oct. 17 toiron. out last-minute- dlsputes and then
will meet again on Oct. 21, in at¥ all-day session, to review
the list of witnesses and exhibits prior to the opening of the
public hearing. .

The hearing could lead to a new trial for Ray, who
confessed to the 1968 killing of Dr. King on March 9, 1969,

and is now serving a 99-year sentence at the Nashville state
penitentiary. A

PRI YN
FJJ LR

I ud’ée McRae 'alsd_ hds been meeting frequently with
_ Deputy U.S. Marshal Willie Durham, gaing oyer'security
arrangements for the proceedings.

One such session' was held yesterday aftérnoon. A toplc bate: 1010 -1Y
of discussion’was what arrangements to make for the press ates
to.cover the hearing.

Few requests thus far have come ‘to the marshal’s off:ca
from news media répresentatives to cover the proceedmgs Editor: SCHUNEIDER
Most are expected to come in at. the last minute, which-the Title:
marshal’s office’ says is slowing down the arrangements,

)
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Judge Secks Early Untangling Of Ray Motlons

. US DlSt Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr. yesterday sched-

'uled a prehmmary hearing

next Thursday to resolve all
pending motions in the
James Earl Ray case prior
to Ray’s Oct. 22 evidentiary
‘hearing.

The judge said attorneys
for the state and for Ray
have told him they want no
delays in-the Oct. 22 hearing
and are trying to resolve

any disputes- as early as.

possible.

McRae had warned the |

attorneys Tuesday he is
tired of their constant con-
tact with him in the form of
prehearing motions and
counter-motions, and urged
them to Yget ready for
trial.”
Asst. State Atty. Gen.

Henry Haile yesterday with-
drew a request that he be al-

lowed to interview Ray . at
the state penitentiary at

Nashville before the Oct. 22

hearing. But other pending
requests were reserved for

the prelxmmary hearing

Thursday.

Among the motions is a re-
quest filed yesterday by
James H. Lesar, one of
Ray’s Washington attorneys,
asking that Shelby County

Atty. Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr.

be held in contempt of court

for withholding documents

related to the Ray case.
McRae has granted Ray’s
attorneys the right to exam-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ine. any relevant documents
in Stanton’s possession, but
Lesar said Stanton has re-
fused to turn over all of the
relevant records. :

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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‘Ray Te-Mape
To Shelby Jail
During Week

U.S. Deputy Marshal
Willie Durham, in charge
of security precautions in
the James Earl Ray case,
says Ray will be trans- _
ferred from Nashville . to |
Memphis * “sometime this
week.” ‘

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. i
McRae Jr. has scheduled a
preliminary hearing in the
Ray case for 9;30 a. m,
today to resolve pending
motions prior to Ray’s evi-
dentiary hearing here next
Tuesday.

Ray’s Memphis attorney,
Robert 1. Livingston, said
“Frankly, I would have
thought Mr. Ray would
already have been brought
here. But if he’s not here
by Thursday - we’ll bring
the matter up before Judge
McRae.”

Livingston said his co-
counsel, Berhard Fenster-
wald and James H. Lesar, |
both of Washington, were |
flying to Memphis “for the
duration, and we’ll need to |
confer with Ray as much as f
possible before nex . Tues- !
day.” TR ‘

Ray is serving -a-99-year -
sentence at the state peni-
tentiary at Nashville for the 1‘
1968 slaying of Dr. Martin ;
Luther King Jr. ‘

Asst. State Atty. Gen. |
Henry Haile said he has no |
objections to Ray’s transfer
“whenever Mr. Durham is
ready for him.” :

Ray will be housed as a !
federal prisoner in the |
Shelby County Jail during
his stay in Memphis.

Durham would not say:
precisely when the prisoner
will be transferred “for se-

\curity reasons.”" -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ney at the time (ke puilt Editor: IINT
acy at i e e . or SCLUINVIDTR
ad, H Title:
ding guilty fo ©
tes of Hule's
the Dream-

b :v.r.‘, the King ; A Character: -
I‘ : 2ae upholds L.\k{ ‘ngmsqg

Pd\’ (C"';‘A iifiony that he-was Classification:

cocreed, ho could ordev the U Submitting Office: s “3”
state to alwew Ray 1 with- SR
draw his eiiity ples “nd Belig lnye.suqmed

order tia roquiting §loear SEnidlily), o
sentence aeated, Roay l;l_l i 13 f
would the N e _E\”O\‘_\Cd {o F'JI—.\.;W’
stand trial Tor the slaying

/*
Hi

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




orimi
an gite
hidity of =

©evidenoe,

« pear Foreman never in
ed to go o trizlan the ¢
In Fuores
he says
his notes and records on
investization of fthe case
the late Nas lawwier
! John Jay Hosoker, Hooke:'s
firm has informed the couit
they have not been able io
find any such records.
< Shelby County Atty. Geu,
Hugh Stanton yesterday
turned over a large number
of additional Rsy casa
records, including some
which h2 said were obtained
from the home of Phil Ca-
nale, his predecessor, Lesar
had asked that Sianton be
- held in contempt for failing °
to turn over records of the
.. case as ordered by the court.
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A prefiming = in the Jame:

Zarl Ray ase ver w paved the
e n f“r Rava ev cring to
] 50 e, Tues-

qw T

r, Shelby Coun-
rnion Jr. :ave
which hat
been soungit {rom his ofiics in pretrial
discovery motions.
The files, including Ictters, photo-
zraphs avnd “varicus physical evi-
: T ielated to the Ray case, was
rleraented by d(,c‘\w iis retrieved
1 ihe home of former Atty. Gen.
aid Jater that as attorney
Rept “a miscelianeous file
4 leiters” in the Raoy case,
and tml\ them home as “‘souvenirs"’
when hie re“n:d izyst Vear,
had ackeﬁ for a‘ll
nt d *vw in (hz
J.S. I Jint. e Robert ,\
’cdnmd«v that Sta nmn was
\\'irh'nok._mf: certain filez or letters.
They asked that he be held in con-
tempt of court, but Stanion told McRae
yvestevday, “I was not at all familiar
with the tremendous volume of files wa
had on James Earl Rav.” He said his
chief investizator, John Carlisle, had
found “iive more files with hundreds of
letters and various phvsical evidence”
which had been overlooked in an earli-
er search.
Also vyesterday, McRae ordered
Ray’s attorneys_io_mzike available to
the state any “documeits or letters in

pping in Space Below)

(" ae J Vi fj?“ig"f

¥ _z_\éwv o

which James Earl Ray discuse
guilty plea” to the 1363 slayinz of 1
Martin Luther King Jr.

Assl. State Atty. Gen. Heney Haile
had asked for those documonts “to sz
whether Ray idicated in his letters
any willingness to plead guilty ia the
slaying.”

Ray claims he was cosrcod into
pleadm‘: g:mlfv by his former atioy ney
and Alabama avihor Willi Fiyadt
Huie. The evidentiary he
will consider that claim,
whether Ray is eatit!
guiliy plea and stand trial io
ing. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Sy MICHAY L LOLLAR

James [iau Ray's 2tiorneys vesior-
day portrayed him a man {rapped
into an uawanted murdsr confession ag
they taid a framewock for conflict-of-
inteiest clatms agednst nis {ormer
alterneys.

As ]\ ay's evidentiary hearing opened
belmre UL S Di Judgpe ’(‘bnrt M.
McRae Jv., Rernsrd Fenstarwald said
the evidence will show a “hlatant ¢con-
{lict of intercst” o the part of Percy
Foreman and Arthur Hores, because of
their dealings with Alahama  author
William Dradford Huie

Foreman was the primary focus of
vesterday's assault. Fensterwald, his
Wishington co-counse! James H. Lesar
and Ray’s Memphis attorney. Rabert
I. Livingston, said thev will show that
Foreman hegan neantintions for a
guilty ploa before underiaking  any
inveshizalion r‘i‘ Live :‘\y.;z'i! 4, 1065, slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther Wing Jr,

In his opening stztement, Fenster-

wald satd that Foreman, a Houstos i

atlorney, “refused to vy to stop
prejudicial Dretrial publicity™ in the
case and ﬁm!l) coerced Ray into the
puilty plea.”

“The evidence will show that ...
Foreman put every availanle pressure
upon Ray to plmd ouilty. He said that
Ray would barbecue if he went to
trial.”

The 46-year-old Ray, scrving a 99-
year sentence for the sluiying, showed
‘ttle emotion, but smiled accasionally

during testimony by insp. Billy J..

Smith, the sheriff’s deputy assigned as
head of the 14-man sccurity force for
Ray in 1968 and"1969.

Livingston asked Smith if he recalled
Ray and his attorncys lurning the
shower in his cell on and off to keep
their converzations from being over-
heard by hidden micrepiiones in Ray's
maxinum-security cell,

Smiith replied, “'1 read the same hook
yout read, and that's not true.” The
deputy said the claim was originated
by New York author Gerold Frank in
his book, “An American Death.”

Ray laughed with the crowd of ahout,
40 spectators at Smith's vigorous deni-
al of the claim. Otherwise, the prisoner

sal quicily, occasionally passing notes
to his attorneys.

T ——y

Testimony about Foreman's repre-

contation of Roasy vae inipadaced

v

draugh M’""p s aliciney Russeil X

Thompson, lw g
Fanes “probably b

‘mmr!! hy

ah,)

h'nmnp:«t.n said tanes 4 him to

sctve as loval covnsel for Rayv and that
he enlisted the aid of private imvestiga-
for Renfin Hays 1o belp compile
statements from possible wimesses,

Thorpeon said he discussed the case
vith Har niy briefly, primarily hy
telephone, but soun learned “through
the newspapers’” that Rav had fired
Hanes, hiving Foreman to take his
place.

Questioned by Lesar, Hmn‘“"
that Foreman never
investigative files V\hl(‘h he -?om;nlﬂd
with the help of Havs, Thumpson
brought the fum with him, including
statement teken from Charles Quitman
Stephens, Ste phens was a resident of
the boarding house a 43214 South
Main, from which the fatal shot sup-
posedly was fired,

In a s 4 gifidavit, Sic nheng gaid
he saw a man resembling Ray run
from the boarding house with & bundle
ander his arm after the shot was fired.

Lesar asked Thompson, “Would vou
consider that affidavit evidence that
was essential in preparing a case for
trial, a murder case?”

Thompsoun replied, “Well, T would in
defense of a criminal case. 1 would
think just ahout anything would be
important. Anylhing 1 could cel my
hands on I would look for.”

Another document in Thompson’s
{iles was an affidavit from an I'BI fire-
arms expert who examined the rifle
supposedly used to murder King and

(Centinued on Page 6)
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furnins over

Yrank”

Thomnarn

aitow

Thompann
to plead om
files to hins.

SN eliort o oaamine

pson’s fifes or {o conduct s own
investigation of the cace hecavse he
Was primariiy nterested in * hadger-
ing’ Ray i plead guilty,

When he agieed to vepresent Ray,
Foreman assunied o0 per coar of the
rovalty rizhis to Hule's book, “He Slew
the Drearncer,” an account of the King
slaying. Rayv claims Forewan wanted
him 1o plead guilty “to presecve the
economic valie of the book.”

Ju Smith’s testimony earhy vestercdav
the sheriff's depaty testitiod he was in
charge of all socurity for Rav hetween
July 19, 18535, and March 12, 196, whe
Ray was translerred to the staie peni-
tentiary at Nashville,

Smith said all of Rav's inroming
mail was scrutinized by deouties before
it was given (¢ Ray, “and all oulgoing
mail except to his attorner s,

All mai ro s the deputies was
copied and detivered to Llovd ‘Dusty’
Rhodes, whoe was administrative assist-

HYames Eerl Kay Is Escorted From

Blackwell Rhodes

ant to former Diste Atty, Gen. Phil M.
Canale, Smith sald.

In his opaning stalement, Fenster-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Cewt With Mass Of Pa;

wald  said  delivery Rayv's corre-
spondence to his prosecutors 18 “an ir-
remedial constitutional defect” in his
trearment, making “the ¥lichery case
look Hike a mede] of judicial rectitude”
in comparison,

Fensterweld said the jail's uvse of
television camevas and microphones (o
monitor activity in Rav’s cell amount-
ced to “systemaiic interference wit
Ray's Sixth Amendivent right 10 coun-
sel, especially his right to confer with
counsel without interference by the
slate.”’ ’

Smith testified two cameras were
trained ¢n Ray's cell at ol iimes and a
micronhone was connected to one of
the camoeras, He <aid the microphoue
Swas turned ot whenever Ray's ator-

neys were in the celll” Yt

I
|
'
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Ray Portrayed"”
AsTrap V
Of EX" La W \Y Q_K S o 25 s St

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James Earl Ray’s attorneys yester-
day portrayed him as a man trapped
into an unwanted murder confession as
they laid a framework for conflict-of-
interest claims against his former
attorneys.

As Ray’s evidentiary hearing opened
before U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M. . "1"))},/,1")1)"{ < I,\")\,
McRae Jr., Bernard Fensterwald said - B A
the evidence will show a “blatant con=
flict of interest’” on the part of Percy
Foreman and Arthuir Hanes, because of
their dealings with Alabama author
William Bradford Huie.

Foreman was the primary focus of -
yesterday’s assault. Fensterwald, his
Washington co-counsel James H: Lesar
and Ray’s Memphis attorney, Robert
1. Livingston, said they will show that
Foreman began negotiations for a
guilty plea before undertakmg any
investigation of the April 4, 1968, slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. v

In his opening statement, Fenster- Date:
wald said that Foreman, a Houston ' ’
attorney, “refused to try to stop
prejudicial pretrial publicity” in the Author:

;ﬁfﬁy ag;ie afmally coerced Ray into the . cditer: GORDON HANNA
. Title:

Edition:

“The evidence will show that ...
Foreman put every available pressure
upon Ray to plead guilty. He said that
Ray would barbecue if he went to
trial.” N or
Classification:
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The 46-yeargpid—Ray, serving a 99-
year sentence for the slaying, showed

“tle emotion, but smiled occasionall-
during testimony by Insp. Billy J.
Smith, the sheriff’s deputy assigned as
head of the 14-man security force for
Ray in 1968 and 1969.

Livingston asked Smith if he recalled
Ray and his attorneys turning the
shower in his cell on and off to keep
their converzations from being over-
heard by hidden microphones in Ray’s
maximum-security cell, * -

Smith replied, “I read the same book
you read, and that’s not true.” The
deputy said the claim was originated
by New York author Gerold Frank in
his-book, ‘‘An American Death.”

Ray laughed with the crowd of about
40 spectators at Smith’s vigorous deni-
al of the claim. Otherwise, the prisoner
sat quietly, occasionally passing notes
to his attorneys.

Testimony about Foreman’s repre-
sentation of Ragy-wag introduced
through Memphis attorney Russell X

Thompson, who Jead—been retained by
Hanes “‘probably in August, 1968.”
Thompson said Hanes asked .him to
serve as local counsel for Ray and that
he enlisted the aid of private investiga-
for Renfro Hays to help compile
statements from possible witnesses.

Thompson said he discussed the case
with Hanes only briefly, primarily by
telephone, but soon learned “through
the newspapers” that Ray had fired
Hanes, hiring Foreman to take his
place.

Questioned by Lesar, Thompson said
that Foreman never asked to see the
investigative files which he compiled

. with the help of Hays. Thcmpson
brought the files with him, including a
statement taken from Charles Quitman
Stephens. Stephens was a resident of
the boarding house at 4224 South
Main, from which the fatal shpt sup-

- posedly was fired.

In a signed affidavit, Stephens said

he saw a man resembling, Ray run
" from the #oarding house with a bundle
under his drm after the shot was fired.

Lesar asked Thompson, ‘“Would you
consider. that affidavit. evidence that
was essential in preparing a case for
trial, a murder case?”

Thompson replied, “Well, I would in
defense of a criminal case. I' would
think * just about anything would be
important. ‘Anything I could get my
hands on I would look for.” - -

Another document in . Thompson’s

files was an affidavit from an FBI fire-
arms expert who examined the rifle
supposedly used to murder King and

é

jﬂie 30.06 bullet yemoy ed_from King
during an autopsy.

In the affidavit, the agent said, “I
could draw no conclusion whether the
submitted bullet was fired from the
sﬂ_lbmitted rifle.”

Questioning Foreman’s failure to ask
for the affidavit when he was hired,
Lesar asked Thompson if the document
might have - been important to Ray’s
defense. .

-*I suppose it would be relevant,”
Thompson said. ‘

- Thompson also testified that .Frank,
the New York author, asked to look at-
the investigative files, but Thompson
said he turned him down for fear the
book -might interiere with Ray’s right
to a fair trjal. The attorney said Frank
then contacted Foreman, who “wrote .-
to me«on Nov. 13, 1968, authorizing my
turning over the materials to Gerold
Frank.” - :

Thompson said he still refused to
allow frank access to his files, and, “I
ended up just giving the whole thing to
Hugh: Stanton Jr.,” former assistant
public defender. The - Shelby" County
Public Defender’s Office was appointed
to assist Foreman in 'Ray’s defense.
Thompson said that when Ray agreed
to plead guilty Stanton returned the

files to him,

Rdy’s current attorneys claim Fore-
man’ made no effort to examine’
Thonipson’s files or to conduct his own:
- investigation of the case because he

_was primarily interested in ‘‘badger-
ing” Ray to plead guilty. :

When he agreed to represent Ray,
Forethan assumed 60 per cent of the
royalty rights.to Huie’s hook, “He Slew
the Dreani®,*” an dccoutt of the King
slaying. Ray claims Foreman wanted
him to plead guilty “to preserve the
eccnomic value of the book.”

In Smith’s testimony early yesterday
the sheriff’s deputy testified he was. in
charge of all security for Ray between’
July 189, 1968, and March 12, 1969, when
Ray was transferred to the state peni-
tentiary at Nashville.

Smith said all of Ray’s incoming
mail was scrutinized by deputies before
it was given tc Ray, ‘“‘and all outgoing

mail except to his attorneys.”
» Alldmaié éela\d by the deputies was
copied and deliyared fo Lloyd ‘Dusty’
Rhod#s, who was administrative assisyt-
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ant to former Dist. Attv. Gen. Phil M.

Canale, Smith said.
——,

In his opening statement, Fenster-

wald said - dell.;/gLfn Ray’s corre-
spondence to his prosecutors is “an ir-
remedial cqnstltutlonal defect” in his
treatment, making “the Ellsherg case
look like a model of ]UdlClal rectitude”
in.comparison.

Fensterwald said the- jail’s use of »

television cameras and microphones to
monitor act1v1ty in Ray’s cell amount-.

ed to “systematic interference with

Ray’s Sixth Amendment right to coun-
sel, especially his right to confer with

counsel without interference by the !

state.”

Smith testified two cameras were |
trained cn Ray’s cell at all times and a |
microphone was connected to one of |
the cameras. He said the microphone !

‘“‘was turned off whenever Ray s attor-
neys were in the cell.”

Former Sheriff William N, Morris
Jr., who authorized the security setup,
sald all of the security measures were
discussed beforehand with Canale. ‘I
might simply say that we didn’t feel we
were doing anything that would violate
Mr. Ray’s constitutional rights.”

Rhodes, Canale’s former administra-
tive ‘assistant; festified he was not a
party to the prosecution of the Ray

case. Quesnoned by Lesar, he said he :

knows ‘‘of no evidence that was made
available to anybody” outside the
attorney general’s office. Lesar claims
prosecutors gave confidential informa-
tion to Frank, among others, without
making the same information available
to Ray’s own attorneys.

The hearing will resume at 9:30 this

morning with testimony by Dr. Mc- |

Carthy DeMere, Memphis plastic sur-
geon who served as jail physician to
Ray.

Blackwed
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Defense Aﬂ:;rnéy Beinard Fensterwald's Briefcase ls Checked
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James Earl Ray Is Escorted From Court With Mass Of Papers

—AP Photo
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“worked closely i
otherwi Alr, Foreman
had dictated certain noies
that he wanted our investi-
pators to invesi

that was aone. rie was in the
public Uu n'mv‘ s oflice
many times, a; :

ed this }rmu

very gcod working roi

ship, and w2 had his a
ity to do whatever v
ed to dn.”

Bazed on the investical
Stanion sald he corcluded
Ray would have beon [ound
auiliv if he had zone o trial,

Ve wore ohecking out
(\'Pr;th?nﬂ' in the case, and
frankly wa concluded we
didu't ‘H\P murh defonse,
There were 100 many things
I found too iard o ex p:ain.”

Ve Y

He (old Asst, Stafe
Gen. William ‘Joo’ Haynes
{hat R’\\ s confession in ex-
rhangl o 85-wes .
sen.v.nu
oain. *'l
think t‘-(,r»: ;
ly high peobabidy f
jury would have given n
the death pengliy i he had
gone o w.an”’

Earlie;  sosterdav, the
state was atlewad to call o
oi its Ale
plastic s McCanthy
Deiicre. lav’s  atteraoys
have several msre Winosses
o call, b 08 Vst Judee
Rohert M. Nelae dr. rused
DeMere could (estify out of
turn sincs e must leave the
city tod

Debicre. who ierved as
jail phyvsician to Ray  be-
tween Juiy 13, 1568 and
Mairch 120 000 waid condi-
Sions in ol o Conaty
Jail imipro. d Rav's health,

Ray's ouireat atsmnr-_\s
claim his «olitern §
mient in the ma \mmn'l

Atty., Gon

from Fage 1)

curity cell caused his physi- |

cal and mental condition o
deteriorate, mayin hi

able 10 vesist

plead guilty.

Yared ,!"L vorably {o “a good
ntot rpom, excent {or the
bed,” and thet Ray gained
woight during his stav there.
He said he adminisrered
aspirin 1o ’a\' for minor
1eud?m*b and treated hun
for ne {, but
signs of dey 3
QuUSNes: i the o
my apinien ke was e haoler
health wien he left than
when he arrived.”

Quashoned by Asst. State
John R. 'Dick
Lodge, the doctor said e h“
came well-acnuainted

Ray during their azsociaiion

and asked Rav after he
nieaded guilty Uif he really
did it.”
DeMere saic Ray iald him,
!\1 3 pur itLhis way.
N

resume at
: morning. Ray's

“orneys plan o el N
ork erimirotogist Terbert
feDonald ss their frst wit-
nesi, 1o be feliewed hy toi-
mer Dist, Atty. Gea, Phil A%
Cznzle Jro Ray is expuected

to be called late s ar-

noatl,

e

(Inatco'e page, name of
newspupel, city and state,)
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By MICHAEL LOLLAK

A2 Ternphis taxi diiver westified yes-
terday that the stae's "5y \"imccs in
the James farl Ray
lying drunk on a rooming house ’-1.4 COIMNLRCIAL APPL 1L
c:"?\' 1* r:i“‘ures pefore Dr. Martin Lu-
; EERE
_ _ MEMPHIS, TELN,

¢ the reeming

12 o pick up

Charle man Stephens, It was 5§43
(RTINS ;

“J found him drunk.” McGraw said.
“He was vingon the hed and couldn’t
get up.” “wcGraw ssid Sieuhens, one of
ms reguler customiers, was in no condi-

_n” v "li\.

: R e T
Step’1~ as later told police he heard a
gunshot about 6 p.m, and iooked out to
nes Earl h?y racing down the
hallway with a package in his arms.

The tad driver’s testimony in Ray’s o~

C\/icie“wtia“y max an foliowed  that of Date: /¢t
. Gen. hugh Sianton Jr., for- Edition:

anpotied on Dec. ‘E'“{iﬁ"{ Y ho Ruthor:

}.\um,“ yaz'ome\' oy eman de- Editor:  GORDON HANN

fend Ray in the murder Title:

Swanton told Rernard Fensterwald, a
Washigaion attem.o)” rej nting Ray
in the evideatiary heairng, that Ste-
phens would iave buen one of the
state’s most important wimesses, ‘1 or
think he was ene Of the most positive of Classification:
the stnre’s witnesses that l-xasw any-
thing acout.”

But Stanton seid the defense was pre- [ ] Being Investigated
pared to discredic Stephens through
imm' =5 from investizative work which g 2
would have shown nis drunken state ot C(Q-—\f}? ¢_!Q_QD
the time of the shooting

Sizanion, whase testimany 008 nost
of the dov. defended the pretrial mves-

Toye 7

hgative WOrR COained einims LY Eone

24,57y
4

Character:

Submitting Office: f&lz_,..‘ 1]1:,

P

sterwald thot ©ow e e Uincemplete
incdeguate ana tatimsly.

Original and 1 cc fwd. Bureau by RS, 11/11/74. (JAP)
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.nq offort to negate Ray's cenfes-
Py e King siaying, IE"“Wl woald
clyims that poreman, Rov's chief
counsel in 1959, boran ResOUATIGRS O
picad Ray puilty beiore taking part n
chy investization et the case. fTGreman
had replaced Birmingham atu)rmy Al-
thur J. Hanes, whom Ray fired in
November, 1968,

Srantan said Umt when he was ap-
poinied to assist. Foremnan, the Tiouston
atiorvey cave him no copies of findings
from provions investipative work,
“Bui 1 thiwk we viupably discuseed
what he had done. He had 2 pretty fair
knowledie 0‘ the proof that was likely

(n

,-,dl-,l his owu. investization
v g review ol investizative
s compiled by private invest
tor Renfro rays, \\'1::) had been hired
by Hanes, and with review ol a list ¢f
36y potential state wilnesses.

The former pubtic c’n’ ender 3aid he
and three mermbers of tho public de-
fender’s siaff were hampered irom the
bewinning, becauz? when U “y started
cross-checking the work that Hays had
done they fo md serious cm\rs “By
ebuuidemeary or Debruary—tie c—iacts

began 0 contradict st“ten*ems stip-
.1 vy ~ys

plied Ly ! e

Soon, he sa\d ke began to doubt “the
truth and veracity’ of all of Hays® el
forts, because, “ne would take a little
fact and make 1 appess o i intothe
purzie, when, in fact, it didn't iit at
ajl.”

«granton testiiied he and his staff
had interviewed only 31 of
state’s b0 pu:xmm \‘HqusCC by
time Ray’s originally scheduled
date.—— March 3, 18539 — 'nn\»‘dd_ .
trial was continued, and Ganton said

he and his staff chumcd their investi-
gativirmail March hen Lg fvanied
“bv accident” that R 7 had agreed to
plead guilty.

The attorney said he had telephoned
jormer Sherifl Williara N, Morris Jr.
about auother maier an d was
“«amazed, surprised and astounced”
when Morris told him Ray plansed to
plead guiity.

Stunton sai¢ Foremao had not told
lim of the planned confcssion, but had

(Contiifdggé-ﬁ“ Page 17)
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Tn Tcmp‘ns for e fir

1659, James E.arl Rav ape

coaer rmg wWith atior

for the evidentiary h:

begin at :36 this morning.
“e 1M‘;ed palc

surnrized

lost,

of Rax 340
Fensterwald, <o

and wan

ir"mcn of I\Ien,
z‘ *uc* 1 I

< o Al ‘f

px cmmonx a%
prisoner In Man
courtroom of U, S, U
:i. .quxu., J(' N
metal-detecting dovice Ym
every spectatcr, atiorney
AT MUSt pass alter & i 3 tha eleva-
tors on the 1ith flocr of the bul :

Gni R2WSs

Eleven deputy wiarshals
them in Memphis on :

wera assigned to ¢

Ray, who is sec}:in_ withd:a.v nis
confessinn to the 1usS slaviag ot Dr
Martin Luther King Jr.

“These are tiohiest securi'y
precautioas ever” in MMer nl,»'] , said
depniy marshal Wiliie DUI}MH‘ assign-
ed to coordinate all mo

emeni inte and
out of the coulrmnm xm c:]. nicasures
taken to insure Ray’

Ray’s attorneys ~p(nr m o
day confeiring with Asst. Staie Attys.
Gen. Henry Haile and \VN 'ml ‘Joe’
daynes of ‘\‘as,m:w The atternevs ex-
changed copies of extibits, iisis of wit-
nesses and ironed out Jast-minuie legal
technicalities preliminary to the hear-
ing

\1'

tue

f tha

4:30 p.an., Lesar asked McRae (o
but‘ nom eviderce depositions of dous-
ton atiorney Perey Foreman and Hari-
selle, Ala., author William Brodiord
Huie. Lesar asted the judge to order
bBoth witheoses 10 npnmn' in pereon,
since their writton teatimony would
giva the ivdge Lsdedes

10 11;5.":,'1!‘. inta
meanor.”’ '
11/11/74. (JAP)
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FIY,:;'t:L said the depasitions must be
allowed as cvidence and rejuced to
order Foreman and Huic to Memphis
since federal law places & 19-mile tor-
ritorial limsit on the court's suhpena
power in civil casrs. _
Fensterwald said he exp
Ray w5 his.fourth witnoss 1"
The first three witnesses will |
nal Court Cierk J, i
well, formes Shelby Cou Asst, Ay,
GCW. Lloyd Dusty? 5 and Jehn
'arlislv, an ’“‘0" wirth the atuor-

eV

«{s to call
today.
e Crimi-
Black-

1evs will
coerced

'.l':m" . ait
s‘ Tore; rmn and }11

+ N
nhzd uwz 2

Ray cls
contlict cf
atiomevs 1o
gui‘.ty Noor
ic vaiue of

tions of b
County Juil prior
facted '”11\ stale
was unablc

noprivate bec
and visnal
and that afier
he was unable
pressures to pi

Ray is in that samo:
curity cell curing his stav in Liennhis,
but without anv form  ©f slecironic
mcrdtormn devices, Jailers say,

As Ray left the cell for e Federal
Office Buildir oS fl\,‘ 'r
yﬂs'er , he ‘.\c s c

snat files \\m(:h

agked 10 examine during
McRae ordered Rav to b

which included corresy: .
tween him and his form r nst ‘uvy
vrior o bis puilty plea ¢n March 10,
IC.‘l'

avOd

Junsez Furl Ray [Right) Is
ith Rey Is Deputy
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Firase-Scirariar St
Jemes T
e killer of
ther King
from his Shel
cell — where |

(Indiccr- page, name of
rauch oider ih newspuper, city and state.)

by the public

was

itice picr 2

Anomneys hact I Tiving-
sion of 5, Beorpard
: and James
nar' of mﬂ evia ozton. D.C.
ing beicre S, Disirice : h Vs were meet-
JH:‘:'* AL AIeR o ! e in s noth
tGIEOrTOw. room with LLLPAIS, TERN.
The hearing is o dmis
mine if Rav was cosrcod by ;Pm“ over
his attorrevs i il 4ot the
ﬂv T‘ vV oon T
that 1s fcu D0 o : o be cnila N
MeRae couid order tie sty Frree W Y MAT
fo sive Ray a : w irial § Ptk 4k erw “‘d. chief counse
the Aprii £ ] lavin e in the Nashville Slats [0 Ray, said they have sub-
Ray is <ef\m" a i-vear sir- 'emte iary.

, ‘V/
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Ldition:

Author: CHARLES .,
Editor: :‘:}:TLJ“‘.
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poenaed ahout 20 witnesses.
Among those, ke <aid, are
former Snelbv County attor-
ney general! Phil Canaie, for-
mer chiel prosccuter Rabert
Dwyer. and former county
prosecular  James DReaslev
(Beasley and Dwyer are now
judges), Inves or o Jomn
Carlisle, and Shelby County
Medical  Fximiner. Dr.
Jerry Francizco. the man in
.charge of the Kinz autopsy.
Also subpoenacd are Lovd
Jowers, of 418 S. M=in, <aid
to be the operator of Jim's
Grill near the rooniing house
cslaying  scers; James
- NMcCraw, Yelio
- Who is expercic
that cne of the

the Kingz killing

“anyone; and Guy i

whe cwned the business on

South Main in front of vhich

the gun alleged to have b

used to shcot King was T nEg MELDT CNEVE

drcpped' Mf K ad oy § Iiidiet i’v'il"«; Saiid Lol il C X cie getie

) iy dlen mpae eon: ion-=Henty Halle, aosistant aforney gt

“Fron; the list of wit- il Fer yeid, o ; with the prosecuiion f::e!;.r;s:l‘f—%mr t;f‘ Pl::lob;.}cm o Géczz

nesses it appears we are R RISEL R o o %

goingz to be trying the Msriin ¢ ox ¥

Luther King mur

il .
v inmetan and Pors
goten o ;

murder case,”’
said Haile. “7t will be an
interesting sessicn.”’

The state has not revealed
its list of witneszes and
Ray’s attorneys have not
submitted &1l of theirs.

Fensterwald said it would
be dercided today whether
Ray would be called to the
stand as the {irst witness.
However, sources indicate
that te will probabjy be call-
ed later in the hearing.
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By KAY PITTMAN I’Y A’“h
And TCGAMJORES .
Prass-Scimitar Staf Woiter Date: - r

The Momohis  physicia £dition:

4 3 ] James L N

whn exami: ames L nethor: CH \ TLES 1.

Ray duving his stay in the CHNEIDE

\hn b\ (OUM\’ iail restified Editor: Ul [DIR

1r;f.ﬁ" ir Fe I Ceurt that Title:

Ray told him he “wasn't by

mysall” in the aszacsmeation

of Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr. Character:

Dr. McZarthy Deliere. or

0‘3< ic snreecn w

Diast (1;3 \[\}c}\ h(""'\ . Classification:

time of the Apri 1198 submitting Ofiter: JELPIIS

slayine, said then Shern -

William i, ~(vr1\?1 inter [ fietng tovesuigated
him to tahe

mecicaliv whe I\ AV EITIVE
at the jail oR°JuIV 19, 1uss

Original and 1 cc fwd Bureau by RS, 11/11/74. (JAP)
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DeMere. caid-ho examined
Ray durineg hisentire stay in
the jail and gave him a com-
plete physical beinre Ray
was transferred to ihe Nash-
ville State Penitendary fol-
lowing s March i, 1959,
auilty nlea The <laving of
the civil rizhic leader.

Dertera  enid, upder in-
structions from the late
Criminal Court Tudee Prege
tan Battie, he neysr dizcusse
ed the cas? with Fav until

after the cuilty plea,

Vhen (he&;g him alter
the plea, Dr. DeMere said he
asked Rayv if “he was reajly
involved” in the killing.

“He tald

¢ pu. it this
\\a\' 1 wam't by r“}relf.’ Hes
said he wasn’t 210 siay
long in Nazhvilis and when
he got out he wanted me (o
hide him ot My wife said if
he ever Fhowoed up we were
leaving home.”

DeMere was a siate wit-
ness, calied aut of ur
cause he had to be
town.

Assl, State A
Ladze, ihrou:n ‘J_U-:
of DelMere, !*:nd 0
Ray’s contention o
conditions in the 1.«” wH
to Ray, 46, being c¢nerced
into pleading guiity by his
attorneys

Tite evidentiary hearing
now in pregress is ro deters
mine if Rov is enti’' 4 1o 2
new trial on the charze

In other testimenv today,
Shejby Connty  Atte. Gen.
Huzh Stanton Ty, fermerly a
public defender assisned to
the Rav case, <a1f1 he was

sarprized” in Mearch, 1830,
tn learn that }\a v would
plead cuilty.

Stanton, called as Ray‘s
sivth  witness before ULS,
District  Judge }\nbs‘rt M.
McRa2 Jr.. said former
Sheriff Merris told him of
the guilty plea a icw days
hefore Rav enterad ir,

“U mever occurred to me
that it (the cacey would ba
dispozed of without - trial,”
he said.

DeNMere characrerized
Ray's cell M7 THe Shelhy

County jail “hoing like a
first class ‘"notel room,
ept for the hed,”

acinitted that Ray
nplaived of the constant
nis cell, but said
v was in ‘'gocd,
tlent health” during the
owm montis he treeted him.
DeMere Smd ne Iaun\» Ray
to se in “geod sphits)
DcMere sz:ld he ashed Ray
one time if he disliked
slacks, and he said 7
aid: “Absoluie iy
ald I"e 'm(d u.f

befor

Del .;\,re said, “If anything,
Ray was in better physical
.‘ap., after his stav in the
Shelby Ceunty Jail” then he
was n he arrived in
Memphis after his arrest in
England.

Yediere said Rav exhib-
ited no tension, adaing that
his speech ani mind vere
cleay “.-*.f no fiv’"-* c‘in’ Tever
see  him
DeMere,

compza.fxl asout
sleep, but talked
his lack of privac

“We emlea the phV ical)
concition he wa T\\f\ or
hree occasicns [ saw him
walik across the lencth of the
floor of his cell--about 20
feet—on his hands. This is
something most people can’t
do.”” DeMere said.

DeMere said he was on
friendly terms with Ray and
said that Rayaisogot along

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

with his guards—*They call-
ed him Jimmv.”

DeMere also said Ray
autographed his FBI wanted
poster and sicnad it; “To my
Memphis dacior.”

DelMere said Rav
occasional nose bleed
“rare” headaches. Hi‘)"'
one of Rav’s attornevs
DeMere why, then, L}w \}“
itf’s deparimen: logs showe
that Rav was ziven as ‘1‘11
almost every dav,

Dedlere said he had no
persenal records of his weat-
ment of Ray to check this
by, because Sheriff Morris
had crdered him not to keep
anv records “‘because tha
case was so unusual.”

Stanten was called to the
staml PY“M‘ DeMere finizhed
'Snn.or 'mr.’ his late fa-
ther, C%el‘n" County Puhiic
Defender Hugh Stanton Sv
were armomtcd ;
Ray’s 1858 lawwver,
oFreman of H(’)u‘:?“‘l.
fcn said he was
learn of the plans pls
Ray guilty since he had been
assigned as co-counsei in the
cas2 bj.' Battle.

Stanion said he « sur
prised. aithcuzh his {zihe
had made tne squesvm of
a guilty plea during their
first me oting with roreraan
in December, 1868,

He testified, “‘Trere was
some telik between Mr, Fore-
main and my father about
whether the man was guilty.

“Foreman said, ‘Yes, he
was (guilty) in his opinion.’

That day, Hugh, Sr., went to




General (Phily Canale ond
id aomeding about the

of the guilly

Hmsmk.. Stanton
Foreman ruled out the
plea, sic N aitorney
ceneral’ e would want
to prosecuie t}m cose he.
CaUSc of \='or’:'; wide public-
ty on the slaving,

r), cstioned ‘Jy
W ashmglou. D C.
eXrnard Fons
the public
tionsaip wi
said the

tatk with
sud he rn\.n t

fep xal‘t Sy

my .’amcr

\\'?m to !
anted (ot

RIS ek

Sianton sai
letter from |

200 1056, whi
FOumasl wes
The letter 21
hagd fired his
Arthur Hanes &r
coverine the Alabx

v A} " Ay
or had ontored

3
tract for & bock Vi author,
William Bradiord Hee,
Despiie earlier
by sherifi’s ¢fficers thut ro
mail between RKay and hig
attorneys was read, the en-
velope of the mm-- to Stan-
ton had been initizlled and
opened, said Fensterwald
‘Weuld it come as a shock
to you to learn ihat the mail
from Mr. Rav to vou had
been openzd®” askaod
Fensterwaid. . T
‘“Yes, sir,” answered Stan-

dy"& y\\

ten, “I would not have ap-
preciated that.’

smnton togtifizd (hat
snoke with Rav on twe ey
SIONT, ‘m'l‘ 1*':10? in Crimi
Court, 7 ezid, ‘How ar
and he riua i
That's h., toial \nd nly
coniact nad wi James
Lar
Stanton

l 1\(!3-"
testifizd
wWas unsure if
“aned that tie pubiic
er e an,,umtm 0 hgp nre-
Im,s defenne, but
‘T don’t think he tizd
chiections an our
T think he
the hein we would
a5 not dis-
d with us, as far as I

being

W

buqr
. mmd

Enew the ballistic

Uit the PRI '»\'aS
Fa Orcut(} :
Ray.” he e
¥aS N0 po

1\
nar
:‘»INJ.’ tl;at Lilled
fired frem the rifle.

Qay wore the same
today that be wore
day, a dark brown
striped. But he wore a differ-
ént shirt — blue chambray
insread of yesterday’s whire,
Aithough Ray was ticless

terday, he appeared

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

today wearing a green,
brown and white striped tie,

Fensterwald said yesterday
that Ray probably would not
testily until Thursday be
cause attorneys have been
unable to have lengthy dis-
cussiens with him since his
transier {rom prisen. Fen-
sterwald added that he prob-
ably would complete nis case
by the end of the week.

Ray's attornevs presented
ive witnesses vesterday 10
support their claim that Rey
was not properiv represent-
ed by his attornevs.

Shelby  County
Department Insn.
Smrith, the man
head of the l14-map securi
for Ray in )
testified

Sheriff’s
P)Al:y J.

said th
urnzg over
ution, Smith
‘olion to
mali

said he
{ila veas e LEINLE

to his cmommvs

P;xoz'.m‘w attornoy Rusze
X Thompson, who aided

Ray’s first attorncy in mivess
tigating the Rav case, said
that Houston attorncy Pm‘r‘};
Foreraan, who later took
over the case, never asked
1 see his iiles.
Thompson said the only
comruasication aboul the
files he had from IForeman
occuired whan Toremun
wrote him a letter on Nov.
14, 1645, and asked him to
turn over the investizative
ties on the Ray case 1w
loston autnor Gerold F ;
Thompson said ins
wirned the files over
public defendors
which had heen appni
aid Foreman.
Also testilying vesterdey
were: Crivinal Court € ov‘-
Blackwel
’”“mw Atty.
“irat 1‘ e Asst.
former

tii
I

0 the
oilien,

.‘d 53]

Tlovd
sheriit

kingtot it
the muzil opening a
tvarrang
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By KAY PITTMAN RLA ( Woand TOM JOMES
Prese Srlrmtnr St ‘/rntr‘

A New York ballistics cxpert and erimin olozis
testificd in Federsl Court today that LuC' 1 e
way” the rifle =ald to have boen vsed in the slaving
of Dr. dMartin Luther King Jr. couid have if(.'l] iired
from the recming house bathircom window
state clainmed.

Herbert Lynn MacRonoll, ¥lmira College, N.Y,,
criminologist, was ("‘lin d Lo tire witnoes stand to tes-
tify in the thivd day of the cvidentiare hoaring which
conld lead {6 a new Lhal lor Jeines Loll I v, _the man
serving 99 years in siate .
prison for the Aprit 4, 18
slaying of King in \!M"“ms.

Bomard Fensterwald, ona
of Rav's Washington, D.C,
afterncys, told U.S. Dist,
Jidge Rohort M. McKae Jr.
he calied »Ia”) )mI to iiius-
frate the “incompetence of
the im'e"tigal%ml’ conduc
Dy Ray'e lurner autorney
Arthur Hanes Sr. of
mingham, Ala., and Percy
Foreman of Housten, Tex,

Fen:zterwald, spraking of
tie woirk done by the other
attornevs, said, “It's incon-
ceivabie to me . ., thev did
rat examine the rocom with
the gun . . . and atterapt to
{ireit. .. .”

Drawing diagrams on a
Courtroom biackboard,
Maﬂ‘ siell ilustrated the

cnof a dent m the rear
b“x‘“rm'n window sitl of the
reoming house  at
pMam. Jle said
Ciaimnd the dert we
when  the 30.05
pronped against the sill anc
fired at 6:01 p.m. al Dr.
King as he <tocd on the hal-
cm» of the neavby lorraine
intel.

MacDonell, doina geomet-
ric calculations based on the
angle of the sill nick, said
that because of the nearness
of the window to the wall
thiere was “no wav’” the 42-
inch-long rifle ¢ould have
baen positioned in such a
wav as 0 fre a shot, Had
such a rifie positioning been
Jicd he said, the rille

“would have stuck some 19

inche  alo the wall
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MacDonc!t !5 took issue
with a Federal Surcau of In-
vestization ballistics report
presented by the state at
Rey’s March 19, 1939, guilty
plea.

MacDonell =:id he went to
the Sheiby (oxu Criminal
Court Clerk’s arfi ice, where
the Ray evidence is =ain-
tained, and micrnacopicaliy
examined the window  sill
taken from the rooming
house, the dent in it, an
fraoments of t}1» ‘)«W t“‘r\cn
from Dr. King’s bodv

MacDonell taonh issue with
the report, presared by 3§
Texvert Rebort Jreder,
which stated tha! becavse of
the “‘dictorted”” rondition of
the bullet freaments there
Was no way to arayw a con-
clusion “that the submitied
bullet was fired irem the
submitred rifle.”

MacDonel! said
mushrocm-tvps  iuile
ment was not 80 1 RENRR
it could not be clu=sif
said the fragmants showed
SIY grooves and the svnnceg
wenld bo consistent with hal-
fets that come from two
tynes of rifles ..
‘;.\ Fensterwald qu orei Fraz-

ier’s stat

to belicve the f
was caused by o
the rilie.

Macenaell said he also
made a microsconic exami-
natien but Iounv'

(¢ indicate wl

2N,

Yurther,
the back sid
when fired L onot cause
aent couid
3 a muzze
or a sicht.

Asst, 2
Henryv  Maile  ~sidd Mac-
Donel! i Fe hod peroonaliy
examincd the gun op visited
the scene,

MacDoneli suid, s
riiic, not g oun,” He said he
had net examinsd the wean.

onoand had not vissted
seons bt tesod kis calend
THONS 0R his KO0 iodioe of the
tpe of rifie and on phiins
el the bathronnm, He <aid he
had examined tie window
sill and  he den

Haile said-. MacDonell
based his  caleulations on
only the section of the win-
dow sill widelu had bhreen re-
moved  and aot the few
inchos en each side o e
sitl that were ;

RNaclonell then recaleu-
lated the pichlom and caid
still theye was no way a gun
of that ¢ could have
heen fired Hhe window
sill dn v
thn dent
twoen the w

NMacDaor
made |
the cun \‘mwl
Lave heen pointing upwald
and 1o the loit and when
fired *he sho: “would have
gone ipto the walll” ratper
than dewnward, toward the
Lorraine Motel,

of piach
a {lrv‘t‘::_-' a‘ré.mt
erade the PrOSOE
against Fay
the defonse oo
shot iy kitiad
have come e

[ding, as 2
ac the scene )

The state’s Koy eyewnness
who pi akm Ray at L‘w [t
of the slaying couid have
heen “dwu\o.\d" since the
witness was drunk at the
time of the shooting. wit
nesses mdicatad vesterday.,

Attornovs for Ray concen-
trated their qzr:tinnm" on
the reliability of Charles Q.
S*ephmQ who lived at the
reoming h“‘s) where officers
caid the fatal shot was fired.

Sheihv  Countyv  Attorney
General Hugzi Stanton Jv,
formeriy an assiatant publiz
gefender assizred to Rav's
defense, tesuhcd that inves-
tigations hacd shown that Ste-
pchq was ing only person
wiho could idenrity Ray &s a
boarder in_the xoom ng

house.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Stephess said he saw Ray
flc' past his door [rom the
hroom, waere the shnt al-

was fired. King

. in the jaw by a

3 '€’t while standing en

cony of the motel at
alberry, police have

by Tenster-

\l.”d, §t ton szid Stephons
would hawx,oa— “one of 1a2
vtdt" S RSy Wit g -— []\3
most positive i cwo'\t-
‘|<,<<0<' Ve hod o k

dence that
Stephens.”

Stanton said '1~ ‘1,\'%(1"2-
Or‘ h(;d {lLf’ t"‘
ment from j\r

Sone of tha fire d2paruncot,
who said Sic ; 0
Tire Station No. 2, 1\.>' <ouih
of the ro.f.w“m:' “‘9“\

Odld d scredi

+

1Cdteﬂ
A driver

King was s
Avru-d\.\ :
L cell tUE o
[t \«nen heooarn
.m. re d'\cuxmw,d LRdL h.‘
a seng A ens, Twas
on hed s} (\)Lx:un't
g t.[ u p. rie Wasoopretey
druik.” )
The former operetor of
Jin’s G:ill, Linyd Jowers,
testmed that Steynens was
Grunk the alterncon of the
slaving.
T he atiornevs for Ray
~have arsued that the prose-
cutors i Stor
as a marerial wi
the man’s wi‘e, who contra-
“dicted his description, was
spirited to a montal hoovi
Fersterwald ais
witnesses’ stateim
by the public deigincer's
investigators wnich conira-
dicted the police '“cwy of
the killing,




- Btafonents by the fO“”m.—
ing roominy honeo duall

were exemined:

© Harnld (Cornbread)
Carler, who suaid he was
drinking in a nearhy parking
lot when “he heord the shot,
loud in his ear, looked
around and saw a man run
away.”

€ Mrs., Brasie Brew
landiady of the rocin
house, whe cou'd ne:
the man w "0 re“ r( &
at 3 p.m. Bk
the man s

& Bertic Deoves, 70, who
said Rav was not the msn
who rvented the room. He
said the “shot canie from
tlie busnes” behind the huiid-
ingz.

® Harvey (‘\ce) Locke,
who said three were in
the room aoout zv:o heurs
bofore t} (hrv“‘,i(wg. Ee did
not identifv Ray.

2 \«1:"0 Auvschuliz, whko
;said he thourht the
"C'*me fro; m the bu' ?".

7baf ng xe’w ts that
viclccm ent
cpaving
L bills™ at
vever, he added the in
lion stopped abiu-,k.“.
e learned that Ray inter
to piead guilty,
- Dr. g Francisco,
‘Sheiby Coumyv medical
-examiner, was quostioned by
Ras's attorneve aonsiyit the
ormx of the faial shot

aid it was “nﬂt possi
aehmfelv identify tha
tion where the
fired, but said the ha:
-window was “
~mth the path of the

aooncies cn

Ray’s attorneys  clozely
-questioned witn 1esses about
- the investization cont"”red
‘by the defense. Ray's trial
“was scheduled for Aprit 7,
11855, and when he pleaded
guilty on March 10, Storien
said onlyv 31 of the stat2’s 360
Switnesses had  been  inter-
viewed by defense,

© Otrer testimony today res
vealed that almest jmmedi-
ately after Stanion ard his
Tather, Public Defonder
Hugh Stanton Sr., wore 2o
po'“'u’. i Lrecembor, [f
0 assist Foreman, nogotia-
tions bezan on a nu’ity pica
for Ray., = e

Formicr . Sb. lh) County

Atty. Gen . Phil Canale,
und<t ex aminainn by Rav's
other Washington, D.C..,
atlorney, James Lesar, said
he was first approached
ahboul a recommencagon on
a auilty plea in eaviv Decem-
bor by the lote Stanton St

Cannie said that "\‘.‘111’*;&}1. a
couple of weess,” a time
period he said would have
probebly been a couple of
weeis Safore Christmas, he
contactzd the U S, Depart-
ment of Justice in Washinz-
ton, the attornev for Mrs.
T\,‘ﬁ';*f:w Luther King,

then Gov. Buiord Sllisgton.

Canale said gouenons
on the stipulaiiops of tne
actnal plea d:d not start
uxml Feh, 21,10

':("Hv QL

ed 1q n;) (A"hh

privi : ‘QNV(C "
"‘Lild ed e WOI

have
argred that th invest aklo"l
e u.- delense was na

. ‘Dq
that Ra

g ,,:.mf'-mf"* of e
Hi w~’m that
investizal 'on “r
get storte il a mont}}
’V'AOYG a _d arch 3, 1348, triat
date, 'The trial was ten con-
tinued to the April 7 date.
Hays was hircd by Ray’s
first lawyer, Hanes, said
Stanton.
Sy would vou evalua
the repotts by M. Ha)‘s?"
asked Haynes,

“Inss than reliavie,” an-
swered Stanton, “We spent a
great dea! of time checking
out matesial, He disterted
some facts.”

Stanton testified that Havs
helieved the "‘u shiot was
fired from the backvard of
the rooming ho “He took
a little fact wd d|5tml.ed it
to make it it o puzzle he
was investigaung,” said
Stanton.

Haynes then asked Stonton
if Hays had shot some goats
with a 30.66 nifie similar
the murder \hamn Stanton
replicd, 1 hexod about it
He nad the ‘*Fn“ that the
bope struciure of goats was
the sume as ("nu ofy peo-

pie.” i
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Stanton caid.afiar shooting
the animals, Hays “froze tha
coats.” He swid that Hays,
who had received psvchiat-
ric treatment, was later ar-
rested during a dispute with
Russel X Thompson, a
Memphis atiorney hired by
Hanes t0 aid in the case.

Stanton alzo testified that
he never ordered any ballis-
tics tests on the rifle bearing
Ray’s fingerprints and
recovered near the slaying
scene.

“ Inew the ballistics ro-
port from the FEI was very
favorable to James Iarl
Ray,” he explained. “Trere
Wwas no pmm to gilding the
Liy.” The I‘PI roport could
not definitelv state that the
shot which killed ¥ing was
fired fromi the rifis.

stanten said the palm
print faund on the rocml.m
houie mmrmm was ‘not

ugh to have identi-

L'a!ity of the

concludad we  didn't
much ¢eiense, We wore 9
ing 1o dcn; to suprort any
ULALH‘L

“How did veu corclude
you dida’t have much de-
fense?” asked Fensterwaid.

“T found it a littie bit hard
io explain how that fingor
print (of Ray's) gont on tho
rifie,” s2id Stanfon,

“It \'mc his gun.”’ answer-

crwald, “He bougit

“Yeoh,” zaid Stantoa.
found it hard 19 explain
preserce in Memphis at
time, t00.”

Cross - examined by
Ha\ nes, Stanton was asked,

“Based on vour expcrience
in Shelby County with jurics
and the (case's) entire
record and your expert juda-
ment, was the recaramends
tion of the guiitv plea and 93
years a *casm*ame reconi-
mendation?”

Stanten ancwered, *7 thirk
it was. I think t‘(ne'w‘ a
high probobihiy & jury
\\'ould have coiven him the

15
.
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Ry MICHAEL I0OLLAR asked: “What didn’t you teoll them
and JAMIES JCGLE (Hares and Foreman)?”

James Tarl Rayv testified vesterday Early in his testiwvony, Ray was
his artorney should have known he  asked about a letier which he s
“wasn't guilty” whoen he confessed 1o WEOie 10 Sen. hr!
the murder of Dr Ma:zdn Luther Bing  Mess.) shoptly after his cond
Ir. transier to ¢ sr.at»? perm

Ray said he had tcid Lis first attor- ‘
ney, Arthur Flanes, that he did not aic be Lad read i the news-

murder King and thet he “assumed” =TS 200l 4 ] ‘5‘ le Senule invesu-

H i Foreman knew 2Ll Pl -'N.‘ p B d told
he war innacent whon Foreman neeoii- astland h to taka
~d ‘\nxlf f‘? . ’ par any *"‘AL' J 5. 16 fhe let-
ter, Ray said: i i
ho;)t Dr. King but | &
responsible for his '
'ln“ prisoner szic his e
further adinission o il
you could te fuvolved i
not have any dipe sdge of
it. ... I didn’t have no dieet knowls

Ra_\"s curr ”"L'
Lesar, the follo
place:
G — Did Asrihur
{ yeusweore i
L

nt}t Xeiter was wriiten, Ray al-
recanted ‘-*1\ ‘:"IE;,’ plea:
> had bee

COIal ever Ask

.~-Hc never Toooms divectly buat
sometipe in the early rart of Feoruary
(15¢ ‘1) he nshed o wriie e every-
thing tint had m" ned, 1 ddd, from
the time T esceped {rony the Missouar
State Penitentiary until Twas ar diciary ¢
in London. .. .1 just assumed he vouws iclaly TR :

> (pnv) W tler aou’t
from that that Twasn’t in thet particu- . S L HOIL &
crber swhat was 1 it, but I gave it

lar erea at the rime :of the slaving .
(,‘ Ve T osere o ot SHis), to the FBI. Tit® judiciary Commitiea
anad tiatl 1 wasa't v . v

In his evidentiare firarine
S. Dist. Judge Rubcie M. Aic
Ray is a“i"iﬁg tm? e be
withdraw bis zuiliy pi
for the <l ..,mg. He
man pressured BEN i o
in order to preserve thc
ary contracts stermming: f1om the case,
The issucs surrounding Rav's in-
volvement in the Kins marder were
clouded by a ru“n wetad by MeRae
late \hmerdw onder roling, attor-
nevs for the staje cve nsr being gilowed
to question Rm' abour anvrhing which
he hac not discussed with me and
Foremun.

BMeRae’s ralivg 2iloywed Ol’sj“‘r‘tions
registered by -Ray’s attorneys when

Asst State Alty. Gonn oenry Maile

Original and 1 cc fwd. Bureau, 11/11/74. (JAP)
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has no influence over anything like
"that.
“He told me . -ut he did not kill Mar-
n Lather King, but that he }f oW who
ia That's the way 1 remembver it, but
i’ h.::_ 1('1'11'1.’79

Par said he wWaes Jdazwers il }:at}}
sttorneys signed & coatract wuh Lco;(
.mamzi%xc on jwarch 17, 8¢S eacn

LS»'nu ty write 1,000-word articles
sout the case.

A copy of the contrect showeq the
"HrL’}L‘nC deal was condition2d on
:w, 's pleading uilty "dvrw‘-‘tw week
of March 10.”

In his gquestoning, Lesar (ot endrd
he contrect s igmlmu i shows that th e
contract “obviousiy®- ~=mmﬁ y

fore Rey pleaded-guity on March 9.
The clair would support Ray's conten-
tion thar Fureman held a personal
ctake in the ”HH"}' nlea

Ray sal afi arzuad with Fore-
lt‘laﬂf ; 13. 1809, untni the
dev ol the ."\“tv rm . Fewas feliing
me wh ! l sfmm.d pioad guilty
tejling him why I she

Ray szid the ergunm
Iy a mA Fereman broug
decmbxm the attorney’s
cas

In the letter, Forrman sail he had

“spent several weeks reviewing thc na-
ture of the case” and jury sentiment in
Shelby County,

The letter said: “In my opinion there
is a liitiz more *bm a 5 per cent
chance of your.receiviig & deatn penal-

ty vercict if rour caze coes to trial.

Furthermore, there is o 199 ner cent
chance of a guiity vergicr.”

Asked to “elsborste” on the letter,
Ray testified, “I had Fiad of mixed
feclings atout | ink it vas kind of
& blitz on his (F or mz*'s) mr:.“

A few davs later, | Vs 2id, he o com-
piled a list of reas \ ' he felt hie
shouldn't pinzd il 4
only twe of those reason Yy,

“I toid him I thoushi h ¢ press could
not influence evervbody, I doa’t Dbe-
lieve evervbndy belicves what ha raads
Or s¢es on the tube” And, he suid he

“thought we could p ove hat I'm not

an accurate sheoter

hod whkon liose and other
1]
e finsly surecd (o

.,\
< \.‘W‘Y
b @

4

plead guilty_azainst_his will. “I didn’t
want to drag the case out any longer,
because my health was deteriorating to
a certain extoy

“And 1 thoazin'i "?"ed Mr. Pore-
man (to avoid piead: it
would take ancth: 1% to ngﬂt
nmionths,”

Yven then, he claimed, “It was my
understanding that thev were ¢ 'nng to
enter a technical plea of ¢ cet
e ont of tow 1" " l said he thou: Ik t he

and Foreman “wvould go our own sepa-
rate ways” uf{i‘l’ the p!ea. and, I
could ger another counsel and open the
case back vp on 'v:C':lM*Orv &n‘ia'mce
(9 1(1“: ce m(“anW '

Hle

Amona tie ¢iements:

€ That he bough* a 30.05 rifle in At-
lanta shortly before the King siaying,
but with “annther party’s meney.”

€ That he was in the Seima, Ala.,
area the same time as King, but “may
have got ¢ff ox thic wrong road” on his
way from New (rieans to Atlanta.

@ That a citv map found in an Atlan-
ta apartment he rented did have mark-
ings on it, but that the contention by
the prosecution is *“fictitious” that
King’s house and church were circled.

% That on theduy of the assassina-

e rented tnL room at 422%; South
\Ienn \\ht‘e the state (.mlll',b the fatal
shots were fived,
© That his fingerprints may hawe
Leen en the 30.05 rifle the siate identf-
fied 2s the murder wezpon, but that
there “is some question how they wera
still on there” when the rifle was re-
covered.

The identity of the “other party”

Rav claimz he dealt with in the pur-
¢ = *l'e, was not disciosed in
ax's »‘mar‘inn
na reiated deve pment in the Ra
case, the U, 5. &« Court

oster-
st
black e production of evidinee that

i
day rejecte Tc:messee’s effort

MeRae has ordered into court for the
evidentivory | )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

=¥

L:1
o8
St £

- S vl
T A

14 ...;VMM \._./J




-390 liiev, 7-10-53)

(nnint Clinning fn Saman Bo )y

vinwseate paqge, name of

newspaper, city and state,}

and TOM IGNES

) Pess-Scimitor Staf! Writers

James karl Ray said on
the witnr’a; stand  todav
there weie “‘ofher consni
tars” in the Martin i uiher
ing Eilling but he said ‘1
vas never associzied with
more than on: 3

The mati
Acst, State Ai’ly. Gen, H nry
Haile: continued his cress
cxamination of Rayv.

aile w<ked Raw: “D id

ol T

“ Lrone el e
(Ray’s last jawver who
pleaded him <uilivy all of the
details of the casa?”

3 n
PORRIY S

“Utold him all the detal
about my dciiohsDut dida’:
telt him details about other
peopie’s actions,” Ray
answered.

Ray said when Frreman
first g:tme on the cas<e on
Nov. 12, 1553, T would havoe
gi\.,'ieA In‘m all of the names Editicn:

“and addresses others)y if BOPS
he would heve a(sk?d." . Author: CHAZ ol

Ray sz2id, however, that by Editor: SCRRL.

Lhe time Foreman oot Title:
around (o asking him for
nanies of ohers wha miant
be involvzad in the anril o
1063, slaying, “he was more Choracter:
directly involved w 1ui
(Witliam Bradiord Ah”(‘ the o

Date: -~

Classification:

T

yeeT
Submitting Office: A DIt
D Helng Investigated

-1981

SEAR“HED
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Alabama atithor of “tle Slew
the Dreamer”) than Hanes
was.” i

Ray was referring to his
first lawver, Arthur Hanes
<r 01 Dirmimgham, who lirs:
instituied the .,uol‘ contract
wl'.h Huie and whem Ray
fired in favor of I'oreman.

Halle askea Ray: “Did
yeu o eive hinn (Foreman)
anv names and adaresses?”’

UNel 2l sald Ray, later
adding: "1 didn't have any
addresses but cave him tele-
phone numbers,”

““How many?”  asked
Haile. B R )

“Not all,” said Ray, “I
"think I gave him ope.”

Under Haile's guostioning,
ey said that ler wo or
three  montns, H*'ie kept
“pressuring”’
“names of co-consy

“7id vou have such
of the co-consnir

asked Haile.

¢ Ihc censnirarors?” asked

\ Hoeo UL GOt B

fieve I ever used (pat word
‘conspiratoss’  or  ‘conspire
acv.””

Then Rav said, “I had a
couple of phone numbers.’

When pressed b Halle,
Ray said, “I was never as-

sociated with more than one
person.” _ _ .. .

Huaile then ash=d Ray vwhy
ke advised his breiher, Jer-
ry Ray, not to t'.‘:; 21V nion-
¢y from Huie.
titied, last we!
offered him ¢
Ra\' said ihn

to tm\e tne

Hule said it

stand it would

of the forthcomin

the slaying, Joiry R: v osald.
“1 thOu"ht it wonld be ill-

advised . ., bad trste,” said

Ray of the ofio oy money 10

his brother. - rrem

“\Vh’lt" To profit from Dr
I )nn -t
Haile.

“Yes,” said Tay, “Not to
ke sali-righteous, but as long
as 1 was con {hose charges,
I thought it would be bad
laste to gol any noney.”

Then Rayv said he did not
think Foroinan had  such
“scruples,” 'ddim" “I"ore-
mar's philesophy was to zet
all you can ffu

U.S. District Judee Rob-
ert M. McRae ruled then tiat
attornevs could not jeopar-
dise Ray’ﬁ '{if:h Amend-
ment rights ——wn ich_provide

Ty

that a persongsass not na\'°
to f'l\ 2 € N ;lr;a,n;»t
himself — and theretore they
ceald not ask Ray  about

ic aud not

everyhe )\Iy

¢ o it i

Rer 0r vng

COASINTACY.

ot i this
;14 J;‘J () \|CR(\A

“Even though 1 LL‘]‘“\(‘ ne

{(Rey) has t that he

did not gl or. Kine

Judge McRagp. . “this is

not & murder trial, but a

habeas cerpus proceeding.

It is not a rewial or an ap-

peal from state courr juis-

diction, but ruther a pro-

ceeding to determine wheth-

er ¢r not iir. Rav's federal

s not

constitutional rights were vi--
" olated.”

Judge McRae told the spec-
tamrs. “We have two cen-
tral issues here 1o determine
if Mr. Ray’'s Sixih Amend-
ment righis to attorney were
violated and whether or not
his Fifth Amendment rights
to due process . . . not being
tocrced or prompted into in-
voluntarily pleading guilty,

©were vielated.” :

Ray’s attornevs then rested
their case. The staie was to
start puliing on its proof
later todav. Taile said he
had subpoenacd 15 wimesses
and Ihat bocause of  the
leagth of the stete's case, he
did not helieve the hearing
would bhe mmh ded before

Jearly next wee
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During Lie >, Ray has
portraved himseif as an er-
rand Loy for a mvstericus
person who maneuvered him
into the area where Dr. King
was killed.,

Ray testified vesterday
that he had evewitnesses
who could pinpoint his
whereasouts shortly before
the assassination,

Ray admitted that he did
not tell Hanes about the wit-
nesses. “What Mr. Hanes
wanted to find out was
wnere | was at 10 or 6
(p.rm.),” said Ray.

“I was concerned if the
FBI found cut about the wit-
nesses helpiul to me, they
(the "wiinesses) wouid be
subject to harassment. Iieft
this part out.”

Ray said he was hesitant
to discuss  some dewnils
of his case with Hanes

ecause the attorney was
a close friend of Huie, and

Ray caid he suspecred Huie
of passing informaticn io tha
FBI and the prosecution.

Questicned o bour his
movements the dav: of t
slaving, Ray hinted at th
conspiracy theerv for th
first time. Ray tectified tha
he was following the orders
of “annther persou™ but did
not identify him,

Haile led Ray through a
series of questions concern-
ing the informatinn furnish-
ed to Hanes, former mayor
of Birminghan and
inconsistencies in Ray’s
testimony.

When asked f he toid
Hanes “‘the whole truth,”
Ray answered, “I told Hanes
the truth on evervihing ex-
cept what I left out.”

Ray said he told Hanes
that he had bought the gun
later identi ncd as the mur-
der weanon, had undergone
leSUC surg or) on his nose,
and owned the car ‘later
found in Atlanta.

During the questioning,
Ray rotraced  his travels,
which led from: Chicaco to
Montreal, Birmingham,
Mexicn, Los Angeles, New
Orleans and then 1o

Moemphis.

“Did vou tel! him (Hanes)
yeu were in the drip simug-

gling business?” asked
Haile, T

|




“I told him 1 _may have
been,” said TRay. T wasn’t
certain mvself.”

“You told him vou were
smuggling something across
the bhorder — wvou weren't
importing  wheat, were
you?'" asked Haile,

“I d'c'n’t waink zo,
Rav, smiling.

Xiay testified that he bLa
the nese operation (o app'
for the Merchan Marin I
caid he was afraid the FE
mignt identity him as en
cscapes from.a. Missouri
pr;so‘n if he did not “‘alter

13

.m; ppearance.”
Rr\ said he cdro
1.05 Angeles to \l.,
m ‘\chn JERN
3*‘\' " Howe: eA.
the person uaci cone
m?‘ 'mnrha*z“
Driving to Birmin
Ray said ke oeca
Selma, Ala.

Ku)g

Haile,
X L FR L I S
I dica'i Anow

abgut that, " gnswor

p"" ‘,

to A"Ln

2 1'09m

cere dj s -

the loc 0f Kinz's house
and ("‘l :

Ray admitied s later
bought the rifle in Pirming-
ham, but a ide d, “I:cid him
(Hanes) Ip
bur 1t wa

never did examine the weap-

\1 R aaiah et
“Did Mr. Hanes over ask

you hmv vour fingerprints
got con the rifie?” asked
Haila

“There was not too
guestion why they
there.” answered Raov. i
purchased it. was
some  question why  they
were stilt onljt.)” .

“How come it was
fim- n there (near thic

meuch
were on

There

{ound
slaying

scene)?”” asxed Huile.
“I deon’t know,” said Ray
Ray said he rented 2 room
at 42215 S for discus-
sionns with  the  “other

partv.” He rat he

Sl

Jboaght a paiv of binoculars

on orders of the
in \mn phis

Other person
cpREg L Mr,
. how  the
10 be found

\lam and

me aenerally i

when we stmt’ﬁ “ino O\F‘I
tn(‘ hvpotheses,” said Ray.

“Did you tell him the truth
— an hvpothesis s not
necessarily the wuth?” said
Haile.

“I sunpose if T told him 1
didn’t drop it (ine gun) m\\"\
there, he wonid,
out wha ¢

Hous
vexj.' comp?'m\
presented & letier from
Foreruan to five law stu-
dents wio  volunteered to
investizate the dlaving.

In the letter, Foreman
said he “weuld velcome all
the help 1 can get” but
acdded that nr fen or contract
had been ajreed ro by Ray.

aore also
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