
figure that would have been good for 
at least 50 years.” $

Firing attorney Author Hanefanfi 
his son, from Birmingham, was 
mistake, Ray said he now feels.

“I believe (with Hanes) I might | 
have been able to go to trial and, at
worst, end up with a hung jury. ^Rffjfo his memory.
said, reflecting on the decisiMM. 0 .*4f«the “collusion” aspect# 

jWMfeociation with “Rouer’ reiimade a few days before he 
have gone to trial. .

The younger Hanes since hassSaiS
he and his father strongly beliore
they could have won a not guiJ^rar-4 
diet. ’

The Hanes legal team was dis­
missed from the case'because Ray 
questioned their financial ties with 
author William Bradford Huie. Jerry 
Ray has said his brother felt the 
Huie-Hanes arrangement was not in 
the best interest of his defense. _

RAY SAID Foreman went farther 
than was expected in the guilty plea, 
especially in the area of ruling out the 
possibility he had acted in associa­
tion with others.

He said if he had been asked point 
blank, “Did you shoot and kill Dr. 
Martin Luther King?’’the plea would 
have been not guilty.

However, he said if the question 
involved conspiracy, “I legally 
would have had to plead guilty.”

Ray said he does not like the term 
conspiracy “when it involves just 
two people,” and would rather use 
the word “collusion.”

But the inmate declined to go
deeply into the1 ‘collusion ’ ’ aspects of | Qlfpi 
the case, and {aid he would rather J af Het
confine any remarks to what he 
did.

HE BRIEFLY discussed a person 
called “Rouel” who, he said, he i 
cannot identify because that »ame r 
was an alias and he said he does not
know the man’s real name.

“Could this man have shot King, if 
you didn’t?” Ray was asked. .

“I don’t know, but I guess it’s 
possible,” he said. “But I couldn’t 
testify to that and would rather not 
speculate.”

He said his reasons.for being 
Memphis that day were not l^

jpnps, but that King’s visit had 
Ing to do with the purpose

^ said he may have hea
Was in Memphis at the 
s of no interest to |i 
edge of this did not reg

persons involved.
offshoot of actions by one of

j killing, he indicated it! HE DID BECOME alarmed, Ray 
id, when he heard that police were 
ping for a white Mustang, the 
me type car he said he was driv-

_ iUVINDICATED he was ,
“^connection with a smuggling operT- , 1 decided to go to Atlanta then.

tion which may have involved dru 
jewelry or counterfeit mone^t 
said he was simply a courier a
had contact with one ms 
“Rouel.”

He said he had been involved 
smuggling across the border® 
tween Canada and the United^tat 
and the U.S. and Mexico. - J

“We’d put the packages in 
tires and just drive across - „___ ,______________
border,” he said. “If you slipped the ' two before the shooting.
(border) agents a dollar or two, He said he was not certain pmce 
they’d let you go right on through. /

“If you gave them a lot more /
money, though, they’d become sus­
picious.”

He said he had driven from Atlanta 
to Memphis as part of this operation, 
and saia he dia not know King would 
be in Memphis when he (Ray) left 
Atlanta.

IN FACT, he said, it had not been
iced that King would be there 
time — when he left Atlan-

said he was in no hurry, took his 
•in traveling and that records 
, he spent the night- of April 2 

at days before King was killed), 
, at a motel or hotel in DeSota
ty, Miss., and the night of April 3 

le “New Rebel Motel” in Mem-

, said he had been inside a 
Erding house, from which police 

'f^id the fatal shot was fired, four or 
five times during the day of April .4. 
and had been there last for"" about 20

minutes" sometime oetween the 
Ws °f 3:30 and 5 p.m., aWiff 
litRor more before the fatal shot 

fired.
said he last had gone to the 

|ding house on an errand, but did
lay what the errand was.

Later he said he departed for New 
“ * is, and was not alarmed when 

ird on the radio that King had 
:Uled.

MVV4UVM VW ^V VW UklUllVU lllVli, 

ad of New Orleans,” Ray said. 
Blew (because of his escape from 

Kpn in Missouri and other illegal 
tfyities) I was in trouble if they 

gfstonoed that car and I was in it.
: didn’t matter if King had been 
or not. I couldn’t afford to be 

istonbed.”
Isaid he indeed had purchased

Hhurder weapon identified by 
police, but had seen it last a day or

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



actually^wanted him for the'King 
murder until they began mentioning 
the name Eric S. Galt, an alias used 
by Ray at the time. .

RAY ADDED that he did not leave 
personal possessions and the weapon 
outside tne boarding house, does not 
know who did and that he had left
them at a room in Memphis because 
“I had intended to return there.”

Hesaidhemayhavebeen“setup” , 
to take blame for the shooting, but 
wouldn’t say he thought it was delib­
erate.

The 46-year-old inmate, looking 
well with about 165 pounds on his 
5-foot-ll frame, said ne returned to 
Atlanta and picked up some cleaning 
“about April 5 or 6. . .not April 1, as 
the FBI says,” and began his flight, 
which ended with his arrest June 5, 
1968, in England. He said he left the 
United States sometime in May.

Ray said between April 23, 1967, 
when he escaped prison in Missouri, 
and the time he was captured, he had 
come into the possession of about 
$9,500, and had $200 with him when 
taken into custody.

He said authorities in America, 
because of extradition agreements, 
only could try him for murder in the 
King case. Also, he said, there was a 
fugitive warrant from Missouri 
which officials there backed away 
from because of the murder case.

IF HE WINS a new trial (a Court of

Appeals plea is pending) and is ac­
quitted, there is the possibility offi­
cials would have to return him to 
England, he said he believes, but is 
not absolutely certain.

Concerning the pending appeal: 
“If I present my case well, I’ll win; 

if I don’ precent my case well, I’ll lose 
. . .it’s as simple as that,” he said.

Ray again said he wants to take the 
stand and “tell what I did, not what
someone else did,” and if he loses in 
criminal courts he may turn to civil 
courts for a forum.

He challenged some evidence he 
said police had against him.

“I understand there are reports 
police said they found some full beer 
cans with my prints on them. I don’t 
even drink beer.”

He also said he had never seen Dr. 
King, and, concerning a witness who 
E laced him inside the boarding 

ouse, running down a hall, after the 
shooting, “I never saw him except 
for a coppie of pictures.’/

And he feels photos showing him 
being placed in jail at Memphis, 
securely restrained and bowing 
somewhat in a bulletproof vest, were 
harmful to his case and were taken 
and released for that purpose.

Ray spends most of his time “se­
gregated” inside the prison, he said, 
but doesn’t have the appearance of a 
beaten man.

He’s constantly busy studying law, 
pushing ahead with work designed to

fe’

JAMES EARL RAY 
Firing Hanes Was Mistake

win him a new trial, and wondering if 
someday police might be taking him 
back to the airport in Memphis for a 
return flight to England. -
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Ray GainsTreedom ~ 
From ‘Lockup’ Cell

NASHVILLE, Aug. 15. - (UPI) — 
James Earl Ray, serving a 99-year prison 
term for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., was released from his maximum 
Security prison cell Friday.

It was Ray’s first taste of limited free­
dom in more than three years. He was 
placed in maximum security when he was 
transferred here during the closing of 
Brushy Mountain State Prison in July, 
1972. •*——* ' : .

Warden Robert- Morford said the 47- 
year-old inmate was released from his‘ 
“lockup cell” after meeting with the 
Review Board.

“All of the men in the maximum securi­
ty unit meet with a review board once a 
month,” Morford said. “This was his time 
and the board recommended his release. 
That recommendation came to me for re­
view and I agree with it and approved the
transfer.”

Asked if there were any fear for Ray s 
safety, Morford said the fact that the re­
lease was approved showed there was 
none.

Ray has been engaged in a lengthy legal 
battle to win a full trial on the charge that 
he fired the shot that killed King on the 
balcnnv nf ^Memphis motel in 1968. After 
fleeing to Europe, Ray was captured in

London and later pleaded guilty in the 
case. ■ -

He now contends he was coerced into 
the plea and is entitled to a full trial. He 
lost his bid for a full, trial and his appeal 
is pending before the U.S. 6th Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

In a related development, Atlanta Public 
Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves 
asked the U.S. Justice Department to re­
open the King case. He said a month-long 
probe by Atlanta authorities left many 
questions about-the killing unanswered.

The Atlanta investigation was launched 
after a convicted heroin smuggler gave 
authorities a lengthy statement touching 
on the slaying, including allegations about 
a conspiracy..

Morford said Ray will meet with the job 
assignment board next week before being 
put on a work detail.

He said there were no indications that
Ray would be in any danger while min­

. gling with the other inmates. “If we were 
fearful for his safety we would not be
releasing him from the maximum security 
section,” Morford said.

Ray used his prolonged stay in maxi­
mum security as the basis for one of his 
frequent appeals and petitions for release 
from prison. He said in one action that the 
extended period in maximum security was 
causing his mental and physical health to 
deteriorate.

Ray will be housed with another inmate 
in a.twn>inwi cell. Morford said Rav’g cell­
mate was,also white.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Judge Denies CBS Petition-^ 
To Examine Ray Evidence

Criminal Court Judge William Williams 
yesterday denied the petition of CBS, 
Inc., to microscopically examine ballistics 
evidence from the James Earl Ray case.

Williams denied the petition because 
Ray’s appeal for a new trial is pending

Appeals in Cincinnati. Ray is appealing U. 
S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.’s Feb. 
27 oiling denying him a new trial.

Williams indicated he would* be willing 
to allow CBS access to the material when 
the appeal is complete. _____

“It is not a public record ... but it is 
property subject to conditions and at the 
proper time forensic tests may be per­
formed,” Williams said. “This is not the 
time for this petition.”

George Hoover, director of information 
services for CBS, said yesterday in New 
York after the ruling, "We think we are in 

■ the right and probably will appeal.”
Newton P. Allen, attorney for CBS, 

argued during the hearing the evidence is 
public information. He said the press does 
have the right to sue for such information 
based on a recent U. S. Supreme Court 
decision. CBS wants the evidence for a 
Nov. 30 documentary.

Williams said he saw no First Amend­
ment question in the petition involving the 
public’s right to know.

“CBS would assume an adversary posi­
tion and be in a position to dispute the 
state or defendant and put their credibil­
ity on the line to the public," Williams 
said. '

CBS is seeking to perform a microscop­
ic and stereoscopic examination of the 
bullet that killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., along with test bullets, cartridges and 
the rifle found at the scene. They also 
want to examine the windowsill from the 
rooming house overlooking the Lorraine 
Motel.

Attorneys for Ray, along with Atty. 
Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr. opposed CBS’ 
petition.

Asst. Atty. Gen. Jewett Miller argued 
the exhibits in the course of a trial are not 
and do not become part of the public 
record.

MEMPHIS.
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killed.

lay Claim Varies WitlTEarlier StatemeffT
lames Earl Ray has told a national 

rewspaper he was a mile away when 
jr. Martin Luther King was gunned 
down by a sniper in 1968.

But earlier this year Tennessee s 
most famous prisoner told The 
Nashville Banner he was in Missis­
sippi, some 80 miles inside of Missis­
sippi when the shot “heard around 
the world” was fired at Memphis.

In an interview published in The 
National Star, a weekly, writer Steve 
Dunleavy said Ray told him matter- 
of-factly: ‘‘I personally did not shoot 
Dr. King. I might have been partly 
responsible for his death. But then

the man who made the rifle might 
have been responsible in part, too. I 
was a mile from the scene.”

Last April, Ray was interviewed 
by Weldon Grimsley, a Banner re­
porter now employed by the Pensa­
cola News Journal.

Grimsley quoted Ray as telling 
him that he had been at a boarding 
house across the street from the 
Lorraine Motel, where the civil 
rights leader was slain, but that he 
had left several hours before the fatal
shooting. .

Grimsley said Ray told him during 
the lengthy interview that he was en

route to New Orleans when he heard
on his car radio that King had been

The apparently inconsistent state­
ments by Ray add further mystery to 
the case in which the defendant, 
sentenced to 99 years in prison on a 
guilty plea, now claims he was pres­
sured into the plea.

“No, I’m not looking for a lesser 
charge,” the National Star quoted 
Ray as saying. “I’m looking to be 
found not guilty. I don’t want any 
conspiracy charges. I want a not

I didn’t kill him, then someone

else did. But that’s for the prosecu­
tion to find out. I’m not a state 
witness and don’t intend to be. 
There’s a lot more investigating to do 
into the case, but I’m not going to
help the authorities.

“There are people who want to see 
the end of me. In December 1973
they tried to put me in a lunatic . 
asylum. They want to keep me quiet, 
I embarrass them.

“If I get my appeal I’ll tell you all ‘ 
about it then. Yean, it will shock a lot •’
of people. Was I a fall guy? I’m not

going to waste my case on you. ^
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By CBS For Bullet Tests
An attorney for James Earl Ray yester­

day objected to a request by the CBS, Inc; 
(Columbus Broadcasting System) to 
microscopically examine the slug which 
killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
other ballistics evidence in the case.

[ jn an answer filed in Criminal Court, 
James H. Lesar, one of Ray’s attorneys, 

paid CBS should be denied access to the 
evidence because publicity of the evi­
dence would violate Ray’s rights.

, Criminal Court Judge William H. 
[Williams set a hearing tomorrow on the 
;CBS petition.
i .Lesar said Ray recognizes the public 
interest in the case, but “notes that in the 
past (publicity) has led to efforts to com­
mercialize and sensationalize this case 
and that this both violated his. (Ray’s) 
rights and denied the public the truth

’ about the assassination of Dr. King.”

phyaf. th& murder bullet, test bullets, ar-1 ‘ faTl.

I In its petition, CBS said it plans a 

, broadcast for Nov. 30 on the assassination 
'of King. It proposes a microscopic and 
: stereoscopic examination and photogra-

fridges, the 30.06 rifle found at the scene 
and the windowsill from which'the assas­
sin fired.

“There is a question whether the bullet 
which killed Dr. King can be demonstrat­
ed to have come from the rifle found at 
the scene of the crime,” the petition said.

The petition said there is also a question 
whether the rifle found at the scene is the 
same rifle that made the markings on the 
windowsill. (

Lesar argued that because Ray’s a| peal 
of the denial of his petition for wit of 
habeas corpus is pending before the^U.S. 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals at Cincin­
nati, CBS should not have access to the 
information. ,
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But CBS argued it should be allowed 
access because Ray is a convicted anq 
sentenced felon and not an accused perl 
son awaiting trial. |
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Judge William Williams has set a hearing Friday on 
‘CBS’ petition.
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to 99 years in prison.
Lesar said interest in the case “has led to efforts to
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CBS Request Gets Challenge by Ray

A bill opposing the request of CBS News to conduct 
“scientific examinations” on ballistics evidence gathered 
after the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has been 
filed in Criminal Court by James Earl Ray’s attorney.

James H. Lesar, Ray’s Washington, D. C., attorney, 
said in the bill filed yesterday that CBS News “will be 
subject to a suit for libel” if the petition for examination 
is granted.

CBS asked to examine the evidence in preparation of 
a television special on the King assassination. Ray plead­
ed guilty to the slaying in March 1969 and was sentenced

commercialize and sensationalize this case and that this
both violated his (Ray’s) rights and denied the public the 
truth about the assassination of Dr. King.

Lesar said the federal motion by Ray for an eviden­
tiary hearing “overwhelming demonstrated Ray has 
never been lawfully convicted of killing Dr. King.

The answer added: “Ray asserts that both the H>1W

interest and his own interest require his being given a

He argued that an examination by CBS of the rifle,
slugs and other ballistics evidence would be used to sup­
port the contention that King was shot by the rifle and
would link Ray to the slaying.

This is not true,” the answer said. “Ray was not at
the scene of the crime and did not know King was going

King came from the rifle left on South Main or if it was 
fired from the bathroom window. Ray was not there and’:
he did not and could not shoot Dr. King. CHARLES H

Lesar also attacked the CBS argument that Ray “is a. 
convicted assassin and does not have the rights of an
accused.” The bill said, “Ray has always contested his
guilt and has been trying for six years to geta trial.

CBS has no moral or legal right to assume Kay’s
guilt or refer to him by any designation or description 
which implies either guilt or a lawful conviction,” the bill:t,r:
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Kind’s WidowPoses Question
Of Government Role In Death

NAIROBI, Kenya — The widow of Mar­
tin Luther King said Thursdayhis assassi­
nation apparently was caused by a gov­
ernment conspiracy, and that invesliga 
tions into his slaying should be reopened.

I don’t have the facts but at this stage 
I say it appears there was a conspiracy in 
the death of my husband,” Coretta Scott 
King said.

PAGE 1

‘‘The way he was documented and fol­
lowed around by Hoover and the CIA
when he was abroad, it would have to 
have been attached to the forces of our
government that felt he was a threat to
the system as it existed.”

She referred to the U.S. Central Intelli­
gence Agency and to the late Federal Bu­

Mrs. King, on a three-nation African
tour, arrived in Nairobi Wednesday. She
was interviewed before a meeting with 
Kenyan women leaders arranged by the 
U.S. Information Service

Mrs. King commented on the review
ordered by Atty. Gen. Edward lev! of the
FBI investigation of King’s shooting death
.in 1968. James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to
the killing in Memphis, and was sentenced
to 99 years in prison.

I am very encouraged by this. I do feel
Date: No^. 2t W5

with the recent investigations into the FBI
and CIA we have new evidence, confirm­
ed evidence,” she said.

requires further investigation Edl‘°r: MICHAEL GREHL
into the death of my husband, as well as 
the assassinations of others from the
Kennedy’s on.

I think there are grounds for reopen­
ing the case. I have always felt there was
more to it than came out. I also felt some­
how in the long run of history it would be
revealed — just what did happen.”

Mrs. King told the Kenyan women
Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

Hoover tried to discredit her husband by 
alleging he stole some money, sought self-

| | Being Investigate

glorification and was sexually immoral.
The last accusation was "an effort to

get me upset and turn me against him,

she said. “I was never affected, because
knew his moral commitments.

From the grave the truth has risen, 
Mrs. King added. "High officials now 
know it was Hoover and not Martin Lu­
ther King who was immoral and unjust.”

FBI - MEMPHia^ff?
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At the same time in the United States, 
four well-known civil rights leaders called 
on President Ford to reopen the investiga­
tion of the King assassination.

In Chicago, Rev. Jesse Jackson, head of 
Operation PUSH (People United to Save 
•Humanity), called for a new trial for Ray 
and a congressional or Warren 
Commission-type investigation into the 
assassination.

“We are urging the Congress to launch 
a full-scale investigation into Dr. King’s 
assassination. There are enough public 
doubts, unanswered questions and circum­
stantial evidence to merit such an investi­
gation by the Church committee in the 
Senate and the Pike committee in the 
House. ■.-——___.,

“We want James Earl Ray back in court 
to stand trial... as he himself wants.
_ “Or we want a Warren Commission-type 
investigation of Dr. King’s assassination 
held publicly for all the world to see.”

In Washington, Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
Dick Gregory and Georgia state legislator 
Hosea Williams led a small group in pick­
eting the White House after sending Ford 
a telegram calling for a new investigation 
into the King death.
_ They said two witnesses, both currently 
jailed on. other matters, could provide evi­
dence that King was killed as the result of 
a conspiracy and not by Ray’s acting 
alone. •*-----------

The three black leaders said any inves­
tigation should include evidence from 
Robert Byron Watson, who allegedly over­
heard a plot to assassinate King, and C. H. 
Andrews, also known as R. L. Warren, 
who is willing to testify to his alleged part 
in the plot against King if he were grant­
ed immunity from prosecution.

Watson is in federal prison at Ashland, 
Ky., on traffic violation convictions, and 
Andrews is in the Mimico Correctional 
Institute in Toronto.

IhfiJjrifiigave no details oUhe-taii- 
mony either Andrews or V/atson could 
offer. ■
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By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart­
ment’s review of the FBI investigation 
into the assassination of Martin Luther
King initially will be limited to checking 
the contents of "four drawers in '
cabinet, and will not necessitate a return 
of investigators to Memphis.

John Wilson, a spokesman for the Jus
tice Department, said Atty. Gen. Edward
Levi has ordered a review of the FBI’s
investigatory work into the assassination
— and not into -the assassination itself —

The review was ordered in light of re­
cent Senate Inteiligc
closures that the late J. Edgar Hoover, the
FBI director who led the King investiga
(ion, considered tue tiwi tignis leaner 
“dangerous” and was a party to various
harassments directed at King before he

was fatally wounded on a Memphis motel
balcony April 4,1968.

At a news conference Wednesday night,

of King and an ertort should be made to
bring to justice those responsible. He said
he would consult with Levi on the matter.

reviewed, Wilson
said, “fill four drawers in a filing cabi­
net,” apparently containing paperwork 
and agent reports on .their investigatory 
work.

Asst. Attys. Gen. J. Stanley Pottinger
and Richard L. Thornburgh will review

tigation, for any reason, should l.
reopened.

Wilson noted that Levi, Pottinger and
Thornburgh all have joined the Justice
Department since the King staying.

The Senate hearing disclosures have led
to some voicing concern that the FBI's
preconceived notions may have led to
shortcomings, and possibly to cover-ups,
during the investigation.

‘ The disclosures include reports the FBI
bugged King’s hotel rooms and sent tapes
to his wife, and, at one time, sent him a
letter hinting he should commit suicide.
Hoover, testimony indicated, believed
King to be "dangerous” and agents should
act-t-^-bkathis effcctivenes
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^•ClLcrdcred Pottinger, assisMt-ettir- 
TbnSerah in C-i3rge °f Civil r'ghts, and 
liiornburgh, assistant attorney general in 
charge of the criminal division, “to review 
the file and to recommend to me whether 
the investigation should be reopened.”

Levi’s action “is not in itself a reopen­
ing of the matter,” Wilson said. “He has 
no indication that the original investiga­
tion was anything less than thorough.”

The FBI, which threw heavy resources 
into the investigation of King’s murder 
earlv identifier! hie *
James Ean Ray and traced Rav to Lon­
don, where he was apprehended.

Ray was extradited, returned to Mem- 
4m- 'To for murder in She!by Com- 

ty Criminal Court. He pleaded guiltv and 
^sentenced to 99 years in state prison 
deK-*^6"' petltion for a new trial was

Wilson said there are no plans at this 
rralrin lnvesti^ation that might

•aeents once again studying the scene of tnc slaying in Memphis;^
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NAIROBI, Kenva 
King, widow of
Martin Luther King.
Qn^nma pF tko

■ AP) — Coretta
■'! rights leader

MEMPHIS

band s assassination she

conspiracy
, , says was

the resu.t of a government

I don t have the facts but at this stage 
kjlf £pPears there was a conspiracy in 

the deam of my husband," she said in an 
interview Thursday.

Mrs. King, who is in Nairobi on a three- 
nation Afimean tour, commented on the 
admission by the RBI that it undertook a 
harassment campaign to discredit King 
and a subsequent order by A^v Gen Rd ’ 
ward Levi of a review- of th. 
r^Ke51^31’00 °* ^'H^'5 shooting death in 

, ^ames ^ar‘ ^ay hooded guilt1 
the Mis^-ifl Memphis, Tenn and 
sentenced to 99 years in prison. ’

Date: NtW. 2. ?. H ^ 5

Editor: MICHAEL GREIIL

| | Being Investigated
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By D’ARMY BAILEY

ONE SHUDDERS to think that foreign 
der conspiracies and domestic plots have

grown from the central U.S. government with
' the support and sanction of top national

In the last 20 years there have been 
shocking events and revelations which have
cut to the raw of the American image. There 
were civil rights protests, Vietnam, Cuba,
Watergate, and the political assassinations of
the Kennedy’s and King.

PAGE 7

folding. fne emerging picture shows that a
lawless group of high government officials had
a firm grip on the national intelligence and
law-enforcement machinery.

Hoover’s campaign to discredit Dr. Martin
Luther King is the latest revelation to come to
the lorefront. Hoover apparently walked over
every Jaw in the book to carry' on his campaign
to destroy King. Available reports show
Hoover as obsessed with toppling this black

During the days of tne civil rights move­
ment, the leaders and activists always feared
government espionage. But they were more
fearful of misdeeds by local law agencies than
by the federal police in Washington.

Today’s news stories show that the suspi- -
cions of movement activists were not paranoid
cynicism. The activists’ hunches were right.

The big unanswered question is whether . 
these government-inspired murder plots were
limited to targets outside the United States. 
From what we have learned so far, the CIA
and Hoover were not especially bound by the
restrictions of law or global boundaries.

In these circumstances it is imperativ
that the 1968 assassination of Dr. King be
reanalyzed. The review of the FBI investiga­
tion which was ordered by Atty. Gen. Edward
Levi is a partial step in the right direction.
But it is now time for a new, thorough and
complete investigation of whether King’s death
was the product of a conspiracy.

The federal court has already ruled that
Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

the guilty plea of James Earl Ray to the King
. murder would not be set aside. Although that

| | Being Investigated

ruling is now on appeal, the appeals courts
have given wide latitude to the trial court find­

sination need not await the outcome of Ray’s
appeal. What an investigation might reveal 
could, however, have some later bearing on
Ray’s own case in the same way as the Water-' 
gale investigation turned up infopnation^for 
later criminal trials.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"J ■ As inoi-e is revealed about whaTwent on 
during the Hoover years, there is evidence 
that Hoover’s superior at the Justice Depart­
ment, Robert Kennedy, knew of at least some 
of Hoover’s activities. Quite probably so did 
President Kennedy. At the very least Hoover’s 
excesses were tolerated.

Memphis has a special interest in getting
„.v «vuvu^v. u.u iviig iiiuiuci. me tfune 

was executed in Memphis and helped drive the 
wedge wider between black and white 
Memphians.

, It is useless to guess at what a new inves­
tigation might reveal. The important thing is 
that there is credible evidence which creates 
antoneastness in the public mind. -----------
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Democrats Urse
King Death Inquiry

WASHINGTON (UPI)-Democratic. . --------- Senate and
House leaders Tuesday called for congressional inquiries 
into the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

. Democratic Whip Robert C. Byrd (D-W. Va.) urged 
the Senate Intelligence Committee to conduct a “thor­
ough review” of the original FBI investigation of King’s

■ death.
’ Rep. Phillip Burton (D-Calif.) said the House Judici­

ary Committee should conduct an investigation because 
of the “shocking and confirmed” disclosurie the FBI had

Atty. Gen. Edward Levi last week ordered a Justice 
Department review of the FBI investigation which con- 

• tluded James Earl Ray was the lone assassin of King.

But Byrd said the Justice Department could not con­
duct the review alone at a time “when some citizens 
believe that every government investigation of itself re­
suits in a cover-up.”

In a separate statement, Burton said, “the United 
.States people have the right to know the extent of the
involvement of any federal agency in the invasion of Dr. 
King’s right to privacy, his harassment, as well as the 
relevant facts of his assassination.

Date: U (£t • 31. 14 *1 5

1 The assistant Democratic leader added in a Senate
speech “too many questions have been left unanswered
concerning the assassination ...”

'The citizens of the United States need to know that 
7 S ^ie official resolution of this case was indeed complete, 

gust and thorough,” he added. “The finding of the Select 
(Senate Intelligence) Committee could

- Levi ordered the review after it was revealed the 
FBi conducted illegal wiretaps and harassed and intimi­
dated King and his family before the 1969 assassination 
in Memphis.
: Byrd said the implication of Levi’s order was that 

the FBI’s hostility’ toward King may have affected the 
thoroughness with which the murder was investigated.

Indeed, some people have suggested that James 
Earl Ray maythave been part of a wider conspiracy in 
She death of Dr. King, which the FBI ignored,” Byrd said.

T1Ue:MURKIN
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Classification: V^' ->%?St<b C
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_ go tar to establish 
thaUsgrej of credibility and to restore faith in law 
enforcement generally
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WASHINGTON. — (UPI) — 
Democratic Senate and House 
leaders today called for congres­
sional inquiries into the assassi­
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Democratic Whip Robert C. 
Byrd D.-W. Va., urged the Senate 
Intelligence Committee to con­
duct a “thorough review” of the 
original FBI investigation of 
King’s death.

Rep. Phillip Burton, D-Calif., 
said the House Judiciary7 Commit­
tee should conduct an investiga­
tion because of the “shocking and 
confirmed” disclosure the FBI 
had attempted to discredit King. 
Burton is chairman of the House 
Democratic Caucus.

Atty. Gen. Edward Levi last 
week.ordered a Justice Depart­
ment review of the FBI investiga­
tion which concluded James Earl 
Ray was the lone assassin of 
King.
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But Byrd said the Justice De­
partment could not conduct the 
review alone at a time “when 
some citizens believe that every 
government investigation of itself 
results in a cover-up.”

In a separate statement, Burton

said, “The United States people 
have the right to know the extent 
of the involvement of any federal 
agency in the invasion of Dr. 
King’s right to privacy, his har­
assment, as well as the relevant 
facts of his assassination.”

Levi ordered the review after it 
was revealed the FBI conducted 
illegal wiretaps and harassed and 
intimidated King and his family 
before the 1968 assassination in 
Memphis.

Byrd said the implication of

Levi’s order was that the FBI’s 
hostility toward King may have 
affected the thoroughness with 
which the murder was investigat­
ed.

“Indeed, some people have sug­
gested that James Earl Ray may 
have been part of a wider con­
spiracy in the death of Dr. King, 
which the FBI ignored,” Byrd 
said.

The assistant Democratic Lead­
er added in a Senate speech “too 

many questions have been left 
unanswered concerning the 
assassination . . .”

“The citizens of the United 
States need to know that the offi­
cial resolution of this case was 
indeed complete, just, and thor­
ough,” he added. “The finding of 
the select (Senate Intelligence) 
committee could go far to estab­
lish that degree of credibility and 
to restore faith in law enforce­
ment generally.” (Related story 
on FBI probe on Page 2.)------ ---
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/Judge Denies CBS Petition
To Examine Ray Evidence

Criminal Court Judge William Williams 
yesterday denied the petition of CBS, 
Inc., to microscopically examine ballistics 
evidence from the James Earl Ray case.

Williams denied the petition because 
Ray’s appeal for a new trial is pending 
before the U. S. Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Cincinnati. Ray is appealing U. 
S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.’s Feb. 
27 ruling denying him a new trial.

Williams indicated he would be willing 
to allow CBS access to the material when 
the appeal is complete.

l “ft' irtiot a public record ... but it is 
property subject to conditions and at the 
proper time forensic tests may be per­
formed,” Williams said. "This is not the 
time for this petition.” .

George Hoover, director of information 
services for CBS, said yesterday in New 
York after the ruling, “We think we are in 
the right and probably will appeal.”

Newton P. Allen, attorney for CBS, 
argued during the hearing the evidence is 
public information. He said the press does 
have the right to sue for such information 
based on a recent U. S. Supreme Court 
decision. CBS wants the evidence for a 
Nov. 30 documentary.

Williams said he saw no First Amend­
ment question in the petition involving the 
public’s right to know.

“CBS would assume an adversary posi­
tion and be in a position to dispute the 
state or defendant and put their credibil­
ity on the line to the public,” Williams 
said.

CBS is seeking to perform a microscop­
ic and stereoscopic examination of the 
bullet that killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., along with test bullets, cartridge! drill 
the rifle found at the scene. They also 
want to examine the windowsill from the 
rooming house overlooking the Lorraine 
Motel.

Attorneys for Ray, along with Atty. 
Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr. opposed CBS' 
petition.

Asst. Atty. Gen. Jewett Miller argued 
the exhibits in the course of a trial are not 
and do not become part of the public 
record.

CBS argued the examination of the evi­
dence was necessary because of a ques­
tion whether the bullet which killed King 
came from the rifle found at the scene.-, -.

(Indicate page, name of 
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FBI's Probe ^ newspaper, city and

In King Case 
Under Fire

By DAN THOMASSON
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

WASHINGTON.—The Justice Department is 
delving deeply into the FBI’s handling of the inves­
tigation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassina­
tion to determine whether the bureau was involved 
in any way in the civil rights leader’s slaying.

A team of attorneys from the department’s 
Civil Rights Division, headed by Assistant Attor­
ney General J. Stanley Pottinger, has been poring 
through nearly 100 supersensitive FBI files on 
King and on his assassination. Until now most of 
those files have been so secret that only a few of 
the bureau’s top officials have had access to them.

The department’s probe of an FBI investigation 
—rare if not unique in the history of the bureau— 
has been prompted ,.bv. increased public debate 
over the thoroughness of the FBI inquiry into 
King’s 1968 slaying in Memphis. That debate was 
stimulated by new Senate Intelligence Committee 
disclosures of FBI harrassment of King during the 
1960s.

“We seriously doubt anyone in the bureau was 
involved in the assassination,” a department 
source said. “But the FBI’s actions against King 
certainly raise questions we want to get 
answered.”

The inquiry began in November, shortly after 
the Intelligence Committee revealed bureau activi­
ties against King—wiretaps, bugs, personal surveil­
lance and even a letter aimed at convincing him to 
take his own life—were far more extensive than 
previously disclosed.

The investigation also comes at a time when at 
least one congressional subcommittee—a Senate 
Judiciary Committee panel set up to omeul^ 
FBI—is preparing to conduct its own inquiry intb 
the King case.

i'Ll 8
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,. “What Jhe department can’t ignore., an w 
can’t ” said a congressional source, “is whether the 
intense harassment of King led someone or some 

i element in the bureau into something more serious 
i or tempered the investigation. I have doubts the 
. department will get very far, because I don’t think 

FBI files will show very much . . . unless someone
i really was stupid.” . .

The department also actively is investigating a 
number of other FBI activities including possible 
violations of federal civil rights statutes by agents 
carrying out a bureau program to disrupt and har- 
rass antiwar activists and others during the late 
1960s and early 1970s.

It further is trying to ascertain whether there 
were law violations in the award of bureau con­
tracts, and whether there was any bureau involve­
ment-other than use of inrormants—with a mili­
tant, right-wing San Diego, Calif., terrorist group 
known as the Secret Army Organization.

The Senate Intelligence Committee is investi­
gating allegations the bureau supplied the group 
weapons. FBI Director Clarence E. Kelley denied 
flatly Sunday that the bureau did any more than 
use an informant in trying to investigate the 
organization.

At the same time, the department’s civil rights 
and criminal divisions are investigating the CIA s 
actions in the 1971 break-in of a Fairfax City, Va., 
photo shop. Former CIA Director Richard Helms 
reportedly faces being charted with misdemeanors 
for the agency’s participation with Fairfax police 
in the break-in. ...

Department sources said a decision on prosecu­
tion of Helms will be made in a week. ^^—
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Ray—Maintains Innocence 
In Plea for New Trial

By CHARLES DURFEY 
Special to The Prew-ScJmtfar

CINCINNATI, Ohio. — James Earl Ray 
did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and for that reason he should be given a 
new trial, attorneys for Ray told the U.S. 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals today.

While questioning of James Lesar, one 
of Ray s Washington, D.C., attorneys this 
morning, members of the three judge­
panel focused on “apparent Jies.” told by 
Ray during his original trial.

Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked 
Lesar if Ray was now contending that he 
didn’t shoot King.

Lesar said, “That is correct.”
“Then he lied twice,” said Celebrezze, 

citing Ray’s guilty plea in Shelby County 
Criminal Court and in a document 
presented to that court.

Hearing the legal arguments in addition 
to Celebrezze were Chief Judge Harry 
Phillips and Circuit Judge William E. 
Miller.

After asking whether Ray *‘understood 
what he was doing when pleading guilty,” 
Celebrezze answered the question himself, 
saying “He probably knew more law than 
his attorney, he’s been in and out of jail so 
much.”

Judge Miller was interested in whether 
Percy Foreman of Houston, Ray’s former 
attorney, adequately represented Ray in 
the case.

Lesar contended Foreman improperly 
advised Ray to plead guilty because Fore­
man did not conduct an independent 
investigation of the case and stood to 
profit from a book about Ray.

Lesar asked the three-judge panel to 
overturn Ray’s first degree murder con­
viction and order a trial so the evidence 
can be brought out in public.

The hearing today was to review U.S. 
Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae’s denial of 
the new tnal request last February. The 
Memphis judge decided after eight days 
of hearings that Ray’s 1969 confession to 
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was voluntarily made on the advice of 
competent attorneys.

r Ran-.- who has served seven yeais Of*a 
99-year prison sentence at the Nashville

state penitentiary, claims his former 
attorneys, Foreman and Arthur Hanes of 
Birmingham, pressured him to plead 
guilty and compromised his interests by 
signing contracts for royalty rights to a 
bock on the slaying.

Lesar claimed that Judge McRae failed 
to conduct a “fuil scale judicial inquiry” 
into the assassination as ordered by the 
Cincinnati based appeals court in 1974.

Attorneys from the Tennessee Attorney 
General’s office opposed Ray’s request 
for a new trial and said that McRae did 
conduct a detailed investigation.

Ray “admitted his guilt” to the first de­
gree murder of Dr. King with full knowl­
edge of the direct consequences, Asst. 
Slate Atty. Gen. Joe Haynes said. f

Each side had been allocated 20 minute; 
for arguments, but the three judge panel 
allowed Lesar to argue for 45 minutes tp 
the state’s 20.

A decision is not expected for several 
weeks.______________________

Orig. and one fvd. 
Bureau, 2/4/76. (JAP)
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CBSIs Denied—
Ray Evidence

NASHVILLE (AP) - The Court of 
Criminal Appeals has rejected a request 
by CBS News that it be permitted to con­
duct scientific tests on some of the evi­
dence used in the murder trial of James 
Earl Ray.

The court held that neither the public 
nor the news media has an absolute right 
to photograph or conduct scientific tests 
onevidence in a criminal case.

CBS made the request while working on 
an hour-long documentary, shown last 
month, examining theories that Ray did 
n<O£Lil!lne ‘n ^e assassination okivil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr

Orig. and one fwd. Bureau, 2/4/76. (JAP)
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CIA involvement in
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be the most likely

cumstantial evidence is
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act alone, Jackson added.

because what is at stake is

However, he said he did not

pansion.
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Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, Tuesday, February 10,1976—Page 5

U.S. Government
Killed King: Jackson

The Rev. Jesse Jackson,
who was standing at Dr.

larger Justice Department

Martin Luther King Jr.’s side
when he was shot to death in
Memphis in 1968, said Monday
the United States government
killed King.

James Earl Ray didn’t act
alone,” the one-time King 
lieutenant said. “The cir­

overwhelming. He couldn’t
have that tight a time
schedule, he couldn’t have

Ray also now says he did not

He also cited recently
revealed FBI and Justice
Department memos which
showed FBI policy was to

disrupt, discredit or
throw and destroy black
organizations.”

Jackson said revelations of

assassination plots around the
world made it clear the
government would also try to
silence internal opponents to
its policies.

Why, Martin’s Vietnam 
views alone were enough to
get him murdered. Others

He said the FEI seemed to

organization to investigate for
dinks to the murder, but added
the FBI is but a part of the

He said only a special

dependent congressional
committee could fairly in-

King

vestigation should be made,
he said, and the Rav murder

Parent
Drop-Outs

Cause Crisis
Continued from page 1

society, he said.
he favors passage of the

Equal Rights Amendment

the adult rights of women.”

like to call women a minority;
though “maybe they’re an
oppressed majority.”

He said only blacks,
Lationos and Indians were
mmorities in this country
because they had been
brought here against their will
or taken in military ex­

White women, he said,
should remember they have
always been the wives,
sisters, auntsjoLiba-racists in
power in this country.
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G^by Smith

Article om Inwaders

president of State Technical
Institute, told the Tri-State
Defender that a recent report
on the now defunct militant
organization by a New York
newspaper is not completely

Invaders said he, and othe:
members of the organization
were aware of infiltrators long
before the death of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Smith
those sources used in
article appearing in
Gorden City Newday
misleading. He said “people,
when asked to speak on
aspects of a subject they are
familiar with, have a tendency
to talk about that aspect which
they know least about.

This was obviously the
he continued, “with

those friends of Dr. King who

The story said “according to
some witnesses, the 100-
member group called

riots which attempted
discredit Kings efforts.

Following the riot,
which one youth was killed,
scores injured,
arrested, King vowed that he
would return to prove that he
still could, lead- a mon-violent

PAGE 6
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Smiths-H44-^slnce the 
organization felt that a small 
nucleus of the black com­
munity was leading King in 
the wrong direction as far as 
strategy was concerned, the 
Invaders decided they would 
not take part in the march. He 
said at the time many people 
were dawning Invader jackets 
because “they were very easy 
to make.”

Smith said it wasn’t that 
people were interested in 
what happened to Dr. King at 
the time, rather it was what 
would happen to the other 
black ministers such as Rev. 
James Lawson and Rev. 
Ralph H. feeks&f^A letter, 
sent to the black leadership 

with a bullet attached to it, 
caused the concern. Some 
people tried to blame the 
Invaders. '

The article written by Les 
Payne stated, “several FBI 
informants and at least one 
undercover agent from the 
Memphis Police Department 
were among the most active 
members of a young, violence 
prone black group which 
openly opposed King’s 
peaceful march^ supporting 
the city’s sahrfation workers.”

Smith said the organization 
had many people associated 
with it directly and indirectly 
who were on the payrolls of 
the FBI, CIA and Memphis 
Police Department. As for the 
members of the Invaders that 
infiltrated our group, some of 
our members had seen him in 
Indiana and were aware of 
the fact that he was an in­
filtrator.

The Newday Article stated, 
“0K>Apr4i-‘Mhe day KingArar^

killed, the groups met rwith 
him and his staff 'and 
threatened renewed violence 
unless they were given 
$750,000 to redevelop their 
community ‘They just got 
louder and louder,’ one aide 
who was at the meeting 
recalled. “We told them we 
didn’t have access to that kind 
of money. We had to put 
them out.”

Smith stated, “There were 
no shouting matches. We 
attempted to show Dr. King 
that the time had come for 
community organizing at a 
grass roots level. Smith stated, 
“King allowed himself to be 
led by a small segment of the 
Memphis black leadership. 
We got the impression that, 
during the meeting, he un­
derstood what we were saying 
and that is that the younger 
element of the Memphis 
community had been Ignored 
by the so called established 
tihck leadership. <—-^’pi “
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Witness Held In King Death 
Loses Quest For Rewards

Chancellor Charles Rond yesterday 
denied reward money to a man who was 
held as a material witness in the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Charles Quitman Stephens, who claimed 
to have seen a man fleeing from a Main 
Street boarding house the night King was 
assassinated, had claimed rewards total­
ing $100,000. ' •

In denying the reward to Stephens, 
Rond said the man told police everything 
he knew before the reward was offered.

Rond said in the opinion “it has been 
hpld that in nr^pr for a furnisher of infor­

ft

mation to recover under a private reward 
it must be shown that he had knowledge 
of the reward offer and that he acted with 
the intention of claiming it.”

The opinion said Stephens gave a full 
statement to police on April 4, 1968, be­
fore the reward was offered on April 5.

Although Stephens gave police informa- 
aon after the reward was offered, he dis­
closed “no information that had not 
already been given by him to the police 
. . . .,” the opinion said.

The Commercial Appeal had offered a 
, $25,000 reward in the case. The Scripps- 

Howard organization, including the Mem­
phis Press-Scimitar, offered another 
$25,000. *------

The Memphis Area Chamber of Com­
merce, the Downtown Association and Fu­
ture Memphis, Inc., offered $25,000 also. 
The National Alliance of Postal Employes 
added $10,000 more and Mrs. Gwen Aw- 
sumb also offered $1,085.

The City Council in 1968 offered to 
make up the difference in order to extend 
the reward to $100,000. Rond said the 
city’s obligation was $5,000 and individual 
council members owed a total of'$8,915.

Rond said Stephens argued that “he 
gave to the police and FBI a description 
of James Earl Ray, and that this descrip­
tion was made the basis of a flyer” which 
led to Ray’s capture.

But those offering the reward said Ste­
phens was “unable to obtain more than a 
side view of Ray” and told police he 
would not recognize Ray if he saw him.

Stephens was also unable to identify a 
picture of Eric S. Galt, the defense 
argued, and another source identified Ray 
and Galt as the same person.

Rond had.held the decision on the re­
ward pending federal appeals in Ray’s 
case. But based on a ruling last year by 
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert McRae, Rond said 
“further delay would not be warranted.”

Rond said McRae had “considered and 
disposed of every question raised” and “in 
light of Judge McRae’s thorough inquiry 
and findings” he decided the reward case.

The chancellor used McRae’s words in 
describing Stephens’ confinement as a 
material witness. Rond said the confine­
ment was prqj^gOfc Stephens’ “fond­
ness for the fermented grape.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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