e

e e ERp

NE 44-1987

- ‘ ’ . N » ) ‘/‘ v .

' 014 Macon RoAd, Somerville, Tefnesses. An individual,
identified am and his wih, who approximately.
twelve yers Ago ran Store in Somerville, Tennessee,

and tmm:tcr left to live in New Orlesns, louisiana, or that
vicinity. He stated this (ndfvidual operates an sll-night _
truck stop in louisiana at the junction of Route 1l and Route
90. He further stated this mnuduz has hmc truhrn on
‘the property. -

: : . He stated POWERS and his wife got out of theur toi
shake bands with MC FERREN and stated they weie 'gind to see

“" himw'. MC VERREN stated thepsksied him questioned concerning

‘him itinersry for thet day and he told thon e ws gom to
Iuphln at smmtutoly 4:00 p.m. :

' NC PERREN lﬁtﬂl that mm CM &tlng
on & 1ot of weight?" mmnmummuhm

- Powers 8tore Road still cime out into Oid Ma¢on Rosd. MC FERREN
advised he “dcted dumb ' and after s while POWEES left. POWERS

" told NC FEREEN ba was luvtns tonight or Somorrow might'-

" (Aprsl 18 - 19, 1968). - MC FERREN advised that POVERS did not
threaten him in any way apd he was: very suspicious and commected -
thts incident with the ; enll at L & L Produce C ay .

" bechuse the “white min shook my band". ' According %o MC

_f.,!.a mu Xy - very mx-t.

: 'nummmzwmumtommbmxm-umxn-,"
, ~hhpu'tufth-cwntrr. P L

; : MC FERRNM !ilud be cair. hn vhca smvzmu are .
‘_mriwmaadl!lmunyummmmumm i
~ ‘people who appenred very mumhhnmm,hnm
were & threat to hs: fionsmich as they stared at hin And scted nmy" ’1
He advised he always looks &% individusls to ses whether or not
they are wearing shoulder holsters or sidearms or "45's” in their
back pockets. MNC FERREN | out that he.always acted dumb . -
.80 that e will not a hn'd:uum hmuty ln e

M rmn was shown slx Momph-. ﬂ.u ot 'bteh nrci' ' 4
) rludun photographs of individunls who have been srremted in . o

L warious nm 0f ‘the country ia the past. These phofographs are

~ -of NORMAN JAMES BURHERT, FOLSK: BERYAUT, JR., JORRPH FRANK -
' ARNONR, ROWALD PRANCIS -BCOTT, VINCENT MAfREN, ‘and JAMES RARL
' BAY, also known #s ERIC SPANRO GALY. . NC FARRKN fmssdiately

 eliminnted the photographs of RAY, PATREN, and SCOTY and looked . . '

‘elmzy at tho three mtnm photoc!'lphl He statad tint the
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_ ~phﬂfograph of BURHERT iedkeé 1iké the unknown individual he
- had'seen inthe Farmers Market in the late fall or early

- winter but stated he may be. "too short",

: ﬁﬁ‘?ﬁkﬂﬁﬁ‘FERREN did not ﬂesire to furniah a signed -
E tatemenf vegarding this individual gating he 'did not want:

f'fta get him in trouble” if this should be the wrong person.
- MC FERREN noted certain similarities in this photograph,

namely; the hair style wam the same, he had the same "jungle

“ . pot” on his neck,and the profile was similayr to that of the se

oA 8'8" pall, weighs 152 pounds; ‘medium buill

sketch by the Commerei&l Appéal artist. in the newspaper. . The _
- dndividual picked out by HC FERREN was born

_vl=br0wn eyes, ‘and’ was 1ast kn@ﬁn ﬁﬁ he residing in New Grleans, _;’7,+¢
»Louisiana.r':’ e

: o0 ME FERREN vas shown a pha%egraph of JAMES EARL R&Y, R
: alse known Bs ERIC STARNO GALT, who -was identified to- MC FERREN -

" as beling the individual wanted by the FBI for the murder of Dr:.

KING. - At this paint, HC FERREN took fhe photograph of RAY -

';Jff‘and dntimated this: individial, foo, resembled the man be aaw et
‘ééaat.the»?armeps Market in late fall or early winter, 1967. -He = - |
. stated, “Now let's be honest, the bair is combed the same way =

L *was nnt snre L

© -and there was some similaxity in the individual he was attemﬁtiug EL
7 to degepibe ', MC FERREN was reminded that he had positively: S
‘"'“aliminated RAY on’ threa oceasions and he %hereaftér stated he gust -

‘“' Bur;ng the intefview With MC EERREN, an individual who .

o fas knawn to be a "Times" Maghzine reporter was. ﬁaking ‘photographs: .
of Agents interviewing MC FERREN and during the interview it was

feélt that fhe distraction céiused by this "Times" Magazine reported

o necéssitated moving MC FEEREN to 4 more secluded spot so that anm
":;,effectiva and genetraﬁing inﬁervi&w with: hzm ceuld be- aecomplished.f

The following deseription Of JOBN mc FERREN’was abtained

- f%5 tthugh"@bservation and intarview._:

S e i, DR

. Bgee' R Nagra =
» cBex- -+ IR —
- v “DeB-
Ye t ;PBB
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Height

Weight

Hair ‘

Byes
Compleiion

Social Security #
Occupation -

559'?
178
Black
Gray-

~ Btore, Somerville, Tennessee.

Light brown e o
.;ropriekor of McFerren's Grocery
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FD-302 (g‘ev 4-15-64]
1 FEDERAI. BUREAU OFJNVESTIGATION

Dcne 2/11/69

R Rev JAMES M LﬁWSON{ JR.,, Pastor, Centenary Method:.st
.;]Chureh, 584 East McLemore: Avenue, Memphs Tennessee ~advised that
. he. has 'no, actual ‘evidence of a. .congpiracy in the. murder of Dr
~"MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, hé feels ‘thati certain occurrences
7”around the tlme of the murder may have some 510n1flcance

R R Rev. LAWSON sald that on about Apr11 2 or Apr11.3
fﬁ:1968 2 Negro¢ fireman, FLOYD E, NEWSUM, Wwas. transferved. from
- the.firestation near the’ Lnrralne Motel to. another statlon
“that was: already fully manned, . He also ‘said.that another
. Negro-fireman, hame unknown, was transferred from that same 5
.. ‘station: to. another station‘on elther Tuesday; of Wednesday nlght
.. before:KING was murdered.on Thursday afternoon._ ‘He 'said this::
. second fireman was. transferred in the middle of h1s Shlft and‘
v was transferred "out of rotatlon"

Rev. LAWSON éxplained "ou of rotatlon a; follows* i

R S When a flreman 1s a581gned to a plece of equlpment
e mt he remalns in that a551gnment until all the-men’ already a551gned

PRI A § ‘have been. transferredg ~In: other words, the last man". W

_a551gnedlls the 1ast man transferred

o

PR  Rev LAWSON stated also that a Negro pollce offlcer
gDetectlve E,.E, REDDITT,; who had :been’ a551gned ‘to*the’ eame
A,Iflre statlon to provide protectlon for: Dr,- KING, had been
-:'removed from the statxon sometlme prlor to the murder0

S : 5‘ElRev LAWSON sﬁted he has made ne. attempt to verlfy
s';any of thls 1ﬁformat10n except for hlS 1nterv1ew w1th FLOYD
" NEWSUM y

.

2/11/69 Hﬁr Memphlsm Tennessee;

, SA JOE €. HESTER & ”&V TEA e
. SA ROBERT F. BOYLEYJCH:CIS . ! pote dictared i 2/11/69

s & -

{ . ‘us document conioms neuihet recommendahons nor. cunclusuons of |he FBI h JS the. property oi ?he FB[ ond s, loaned 1o your qgency
: |I0x

#

k:!s comenis ore no1 10 be d1stributed oulsrde your ugency

L2
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Rev.. Jﬂm M mmg? R, msm-, Cenmmry aze:x;_ st -

ppuyen -

chwmh, 584 Eami Melemore Avenus, ,mupiﬁ Tennesses, advised "'ﬁmt

- hig has ne Refulll evidence of 4 conspirwey im the murderof Dr,
O GARTIN LUTHER KING: howsver, he feels that certdin mem@n&s
, mnw ﬁha ﬂm of the murder my heve some s:tgniﬂenww. e j-,j

L ‘ ﬂay. L&WSE& s&!ﬂ th‘n*k on xbmﬁ: Am*il 2 or April B
‘ _.34%3, &% ﬁegm« fiveman, FLOYD

. the firemtation near *:he mra:am mm te snobher smr’iau
- _ thet gms alyesdy fully manped. Me Rismo said that anethee -
N o Tirensn, pagie unknown, ¥as tran

- pefors KING was murdered on Thursday &fternvon, He said thig .
.m¢cond firéman wis ftransforied in the mi:ddle aﬁ h:m ah:ift a:s.d
__Ws mmm -@'.efréta*tian" o .

m um 50

ineﬂ *’emt af raﬁa«tim" aa mnm
m;: : 3 ﬁrémn s assigneﬁ '&o -7 pizega o.f :aquispmmt

 He romuins in Bhak Sssdgnuent wntd) 211 the mem 8iready miamﬁ o

L 36 it have be@en trémsferrad. In other mnds, s&he Iﬂsfi; m
| assigned. in the last uan transferred. . -

Rev, LAWSON stwted alse that 3 Negre mlim afffie“sz:,

Ll mtmtme E3 B, REDDITT, who had boen mssigned to the same
. fire gtation to pravider protection for Dr. KING, hod been -
rameﬂ ,f:mnz tzhe S'ba?f;i:an séné‘tm priar %o ‘bhe murésr. L

o  Rev, LAWSON efitec ' he nas made mo atbempt €o ver:i.fy
: “";ﬁgsmx ﬁm n&iermﬁw exeam :Eeas fx:w intew;tev mé&h m

f'fs&mwmsm STER & wz e

s 84 RORERT ¥y Bmmnms Date dict }ea ?3/ 11/59[

M

'-‘.‘Tlns documerif conlams ne:ther recommenduhons nor condus ions of lhe FB! 1! is 1F|e prope' _‘\i‘fhe BI ond is Iooned 1o your agency

. it and its conlents aré. nol to be ‘di s'nbufed oufs-de your agengy

"»'.‘ B Ead P e e . . . . - N .
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Ey NEWSUM, was iransierred firon :‘_-

. TNesre fia erved from that mame - -
-~ stebion to &nﬁﬁher atdtitn on elther Tuesdsy or ‘Wednésday : uigm: )

y 2/11/’69 Hemﬁh&a; memama | f-‘fi";_: F,,e# mmphis 44*1@&7 —Jag _/17. 5@,7






