
ME 44.1987

Old Meson Road, Somerville, Tennessee. An individual, 
identified as MOBERT MHHaMI.Ata hl* wife, who approxiastely 
twelve years ago ran the tawprs Store in Soserville, Tennessee, 
and thereafter left to live in Mew Orleans, Louisiana, or that 
vicinity. Me stated this individual operates an all-night 
truck stop in Louisiana at the junction of Route 11 And Route 
90. He further stated this individual has house trailers on 
the property.

He stated POWERS and his wife got out of the oar to 
shake hands with MC FXRREM and stated they were "glad to see 
his". MC FERRER stated thepsks&ed his guest ionod concerning 

. his itinerary for that day and hs told then ho was going to 
Mesphis at approximately 4:00 p.s. . .

K FERRXM stated that MORI asked, "Are you putting 
os a lot of weight? and then stated if the road behind the 
Power* Store Road still cane out Into Old Mason Road. MC FEBRMM 
advised he "acted dumb and after a while POWRE8 left. POWERS 

; told MC FIBUpnf he was leavlng tonight or tonorrow night ' -: ■
(April 1* -19, 1968). MC FERRO advised that POWERS did not 
threaten bls in any way andhe wasveryswpiclous and connected 
this Incident with the telephone call at U fc it Woduce Company 
because the Wit san shock sr band*' . Accordingly MC MWm, 
it ls very uaesnoa for white sen to shako black men’s hands in

• his part of the country.

- MC FERREE stated Ms' ttaleU when individuals are-.- '
’ wearing guns and stated many times in the past bs hAs seta' ' - . ';

people who appeared very suspicious to him and who, in thought, • 
were a threat to his Inasmuch as they stared at him ami acted funny". 
He advised he always looks at individuals to see whether or not : 
they aro warlag shoulder holsters or sidoarss or ”46’w in their 
back pockets. MC FERRRM pointed out that healways acted dumb : 

. so that people^ will het give hlm a hard tiam when in-reality be ” - .

MC num was •hmm six photography five of which wax# 
random photograph* of individuals who have hmm arrested la 
venous parts of the country is ths past. These photograph* are 
of MORMAX JAMBS BOMOKTi FOUR J06EPB 8OWOT, JR., JOSEPH FRAME 
Ml. MMB FRAXCI8BC0TT, BBRT VIMCEMT PATREM, ami JA1O8 EARL 
RAT, also tames as ERIC MW W, EC FRRREM inmadiately 
eliminated the photograph* of RAT, MT8BI, and SCOTT and looked 
closely at the three remaining photographs. Be stated tistthe
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photograph of BURHERT looked like the unknown individual he 
had seen in the “Farmers Market in the late fall or early 
winter but stated he may be "too short”. A ; : '

IC 'TBW FERREN did not desire to furnish a signed 
statement regarding this individual dating he 'did not "want 
to get him in trouble” if this should be the wrong person. 
MC FERREN noted certain similarities in this photograph, ■ 
namely, the hair style was the Same, he had the same 'jungle 
rot” on his neck,and the profile was similar to that of the se : 

■ sketch by the Commercial Appeal art 1st:, in -.tlo®ffi®BiiiiA-^ A - ; 3 
individual picked but by W FERREN was born — ■
id ^’S” tall^ ^ighs i5$j?o<i&dsi'medium rbuWi^TBrowxo -
brown eyes* and was last known to be residing in New Orleans, h 

. -.Louisiana. ' - ' - ’ -
K tBffl was shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, 

alb© known as ERIC ®A#0 GARE9 who was identifled to MC FERREN 
as being the individual wanted by the FBI tor the murder bf Er. < 

. RW.-Atthis.pbinV^ photograph of RAY ’
. and..intimated thib; indivldbali/.^ resembled’ the man be saw; ■

. .at .-the- Farmers Maxket In. late ..fall-.or early winter, 1967. --He A- .
■ A stated, :”Eew. X the -hair, is combed’'the same’way.'' A-.-

and there ;wag some similarity in the individual.he was attempting 
to describe \ MC FERREN was reminded that he had positively .

A eliminated RAY on three oeeaslons and he thereafter stAtM he just. 
A' "was -not sure”*-' /; A AA~ ?\

w^ fehown to be h ”#«*' Magazine reporter was taking photograph 
of Agents interviewing MC FERREN and during the interview it was ? 

. felt tMt.the distraction-'caused by this "Times” Mgaaihe reported A 
necessitated moving M^ a©re s§eluded ep0t bi? that an

< effective and penetrating interview with him could be accomplished.
< ^ho following description" bf ■ JOHN MC FERREN was obtained

' through observation and interview: : ■
‘ Race' Negro ’ ■ ' ' . ■ ;

A A % • '«<;, ; - ’ ' - ' ' ■ - ,i
: .FOB ' - Somerville ^Tennessee - -
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Height
Weight
Hair
Byes
Completion
Social Security # 
Occupation

5‘9 
178 
Black 
Gray 
Light brown .
Proprietor of MePerren’s Grocery 
Store,, Somerville, Tennessee.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNV ESTIGATION ;

nnta 2/11/69

/Rev., JAMES Nf. LAWSOl/, JR/j Pastor^ Methodist
Church, 584 East McLemore Avenue, MfempHs, Tennessee^ advfeed that : 
he has no, actual evidence of a, conspiracy in the murder o f Dr.

// MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feeIs /that cer ta in occurr ences . 1
' 'around the time of the murder may have'some significance. /

Rev. LAWSON said that on about April 2 or-April S/- ; ' .
1968, a Negro fifemah,- FLOYD E . NEWSUM, was transferred f rom „ . 

, ' the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to ahpther station . ;
" that was, already fully planned. He also said that another ‘ ;

Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same /;
station t6 another station on either, Tuesday; dr Wednesday hight v 
before KING was murdered, on Thursday afternoon. . He sa id this- / ?
second f ireman was: transferred in the middle of his shift and < 

, was transferred ."out of rotation". ./...'■ ;

: ■ . Rev. ^LAWSON explained "out of rotation'/ as follows.: /

/ ; : When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment /
he remains in that assignment until ail the meh ali’eady assigned 
to it have been transferredi In other words, the last man :
assigned is the/last man transferred; / : ;

■ / / ; /Rev/ 1^ also, that a Negro police officer, /
Detective Ey/E/ ‘REDDITT/ ^ho^?^ /
fire station to provide protection for Dro KING, had been ', 
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder. i, /

// ’/Rev./LAWSON stated he has imide no attempt to verify 
. any of this information except for his interview with FLOYD , 

/ . NEW,.; ' / \ ; ; .

On ,2/11/69 ot Memphis ^. Tennessee / ^* / -Memphis :4^1987.^^^'.

(W SA JOE C. HESTER &O . 
ul / SA ROBERT F/ BOYLE; JCH:c,js n i ♦ t .i 2/11/69'LDqte diftntfld - ■•

’his document contains /neither recommendations nor .conclusions of the FBI. U. is the. property, of the FBI 6nd Js loaned to your agency; 
'.’ ^“^ts^con tents are not to be distributed bujstde your" agency! - ‘. / ■ ■ \ ■ ■ ■ / .
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