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HAROLD EDWARD NICHOLS, commonly known as HAL NICHOLS,
was interviewed at his apartment, #33 Los Palmas Apartments,
15375 Tropic Court, San Leandro, California. After proper identi-
fication, he was adv1sed that investigation was being conducted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning a violation
of Federal Law in connection with the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING. Further, that an allegation had been received that Mr.
NICHOLS might have information pertinent to this matter on the
basis of remarks NICHOLS is reported to have made concerning such
matters in the presence of others.

Mr. NICHOLS advised that he has no information concern-
ing the murder, and except for his personal opinion as to who
might be responsible, has no specific information concerning
the murder. He said he had absolutelv no objection to discussion
of the matter.

Mr. NICHOLS advised that he is extremely active in the

political field at the present time and in the recent past. le

is a member of an eight man board in charge of promoting candidates
for the American Independent Party (AIP) in California, and
particularly in behalf of the candidacy of former Governor GEORGE
WALLACE of Alabama for President. He stated that most persons

not familiar with the AIP program and objectlves, seem to assume
that those favoring AIP are what 1is sometimes termed "negro -baiters.”
He denied that thls is true, and said that from the view point of
promoting the AIP, the murder of Dr. KING under such circumstances
was a set back to the AIP who might have favored their principles.

He said that no one knowledgeable in affairs of the AIP
would have caused or participated in a situation or action such
as this in that it would be certain to make a "Martyr"® of Dr. KING,
which would hurt the AIP.

However, since persons generally seem to associate AIP
members with "negro-baiters,” he is frequently kidded" along
such lines by certain persons with whom he regularly comes into
contact.
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TO DIRECTOR. (44-38861) MEMPHIS (44~ 1987)
FROM SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) 2P

REs SUSPECT HAROLD EDWARD NICHOLS.

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL APRIL THIRTY LAST.

NICHOLS INTERVIEWED THIS DATE BY BUAGENTS., HE DENIED ANY
IMPLICATION OR INVOLVEMENT IN ANY PLAN TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

NICHOLS WAS AFFASLE AND COOPERATIVE AND VOLUNTARILY FURNISHED
INFORMATION FROM PERS ONAL RECORDS AND BUSINESS RECORDS WHICH STRONGLY
TEND TO ESTABLISH HIS PRESENCE IN 5AN LEANDRO, CALIF., ON MARCH TWO
EIGHT AND TWO NINE, LAST, AND APRIL FOUR, LAST. ALSO FURNISHED INFOR

. MATION WHICH INDICATED HIS PROBABLE.WHEREABOUTS IN SAN LEANDRO ON

},fé ZERO, LAST.
NFO FURNISHED BY NICHOLS AS TO WHEREABOUTS IS OF SUCH NATURE
THAT HIS WHEREABOUTS CAN ALMOST CERTAINLY BE ESTABLISHED THROUGH
ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION.
NICHOLS VOLUNTARILY ADVISED THAT ON ABOUT MARCH ONE, LAST, HE
MADE AUTOMOBILE TRIP TO JOHNSON CITY, TENN., IN CONNECTION WITH

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO \

’DEATH OF HIS WIFE'S MOTHER. ENROUTE TO TENNESSEE HE STAYED ON FEBRUARY
TWO SEVEN, LAST, IN NMONTGOMERY, ALA., AND ON RETURN TRIP ON MARCH
THREE, LAST, HE AGAIN STAYED IN MONTGOMERY, ALA., FOR PURPOSE OF
CONTACTING OFFICIALS OF THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY.

COMPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVIEW OF NICHOLS WILL BE FURNISHED By

SUMMARY AIRTEL WHICH WILL SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS TO CONFIRM HIS

WHEREA30UTS AND SUCH OTHER INVESTIGATION AS APPEARS PERTINENT RELATIVE
TO HIS TRIP TO TENNESSEE AND ALABAMA,
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.,
END
'CAF
F3I MENPHIS
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PAGE F,OQUR-.} |

EFFORTS COHTINUING TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW NICHOLS;

'1A}_How£vsa, SHOULD -BUREAU BE IN POSSESSION OF INFORMATION WHICH
" WOULD MAKE rursavxsw UNDESIRABLE OR UNNECESSARY OR' IF SUCH

‘INFORMATION IS RECEIVED BY BUREAU, REQUEST SAN FRANCISCO BE
'IMMEDIATELY ADVISED. |

AIRMAIL COPIES T0 MEMPHIS AND- BIRMINGHAM,
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MIRKIN,
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FIGHT. C GRATH IS A 3ARTENDER AT THE 3LUE
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5 AR WHOM HE CRIZED AS PROBA3LY IDENTICAL
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ERIC STARVD GALT. X¥C DESCRIBED THZ PER

NCHES, ONE 5IX ZEIRO POUNDS, SANJY HAIR
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© PAGE THREE. | o '

SF 173 - 5. ¢ .

OTHER YAN WITH NICHOLS ON A PRIOR OCCASION AND 3ELIEVES HE ALSG WORKS

FOR NICHOLS. MC CRATH SAID THERT IS A LOT OF HORSEPLAY IN THE 343 AT
SLUE DOLPHIN. MC GRATH HAD JUST SEEN LOOKING AT A NEUSPAPZR

SKETCH- OF ERIC STARVO GALT AND NOTED THAT -ALLEN 303E A STARIKING RESEN-

BLANCE TO THIS.

I8 JEST HYE ASKED ALLEN, "HOW DIDlyoﬁ GET OUT OF V*zpﬂzb?" TO HIS
SURPRISE, ALLEN REPLIED SOMETHING TO THE ZFFECT, "THAT WA3 1O TROUBLEZ,
SUT I AM A HELL OF A GOOD SHOT." |

MC GRATH FORMID THE OPINION THAT ALLEN COULD 32 IDINTICAL #ITH ERIC
'STARVO GALT AND GOT IN CONTACP WITH SECRET SERVICE AGENT LARRY NEWHAN
WHEN HE WAS ASLE TO LOCATE HIM AFTER WORK. HE SAID THAT KATHY SHEETS,

A WAITRESS, WAS PRESENT AND H EARD THE ABOVE CONVERSATION,

C GRATH ADVISED THAT THERE IS CONSIDERASLE XIDDING 3Y THE EMPLOYEES
OF THE 3LUE DOLPHIY AND AL NICHOLS AND HIS EMWPLOYESS SINCE ALL OF THE
LATTSR APPEARED T0 3E SUPFORTERS OF SZORGE WALLACE AND ARE GENERALLY
B8ILIEVED T0 3Z ANTI-EGRO. HE DESCRIBED ALLEN AS APPZARING TW0 5IX
YEARS OF AGE 2UT 3ELIEVED HIN TO 3& THIRTY TO THIRTYTHO YEARS, VA,

FIVE FEET TEN 1& HES TALL, ONE SEVEN ZERO POUNDS, LIGHT 3ROWN HAIR,
OM3ED 2ACX BUT 3ELIEVED TO 3E PARTED AND DEFINITELY NOT SHORT OR
XCW CUT. | \

HE EXAMINED ARTIST CONCEPTION DRAWINGS MADZ FROM RECOLLECTION OF
MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAY WITNESSES A5 FURNISHED 23y THE SURZAU. HE
SAID ALLEN DID NOT RESEMBLE ZITHER DRAWING SUT OF THE
ONE FROM MEMPHIS HORA CHOSELY RESEM3LES ALLEN. KE
IS NOT CUP IN THE WANNER DEPICTED IN THE DRAWINGS. MC GRATH
ADVISED THAT ALLEN WAS AT THAT TIME IN THE DINING ROOM OF THZ BLUE

DOLPHIN HAVING DINNER WITH AlFRIEND, NANMEZ UNKNOWN. INTERVIEWING AGENTS

SELY O03SERVE ALLZN AND DESCRIBED HIM.AS WMA, ABOUT
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- PAGE SIX. |
SF 173 - 65,
HE SAID THAT FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER XING THE 3SARTENDERS AND NICHCOLS® GROUP WERE MAKING-JOKES WHICH
DESCRIBEZD AS "ZAD™ JOKES IM THAT THEY WERE CRUDE RATHER THAN FUNNY
CERNING KING'S DEATH. 3HE NOTED LiTTLE‘SYNPATHY FOR DR. XKING FROH

THE NICHOLS GROUP. SHE WwAS OFF WORK Ol THE DAY OF THZ KILLING, APRIL

FOUR, LAST; AND DOJES NOT RECALL ANY OF TH: NICHOLS GROUP VISITING THE

RESTAUR ANT UNTIL THE FOLLOWINJ SUNDAY,

~

SHE SPECIFICALLY RECALLS A CONVERSATION AT APPROXIMATELY SEVEIN Pede,

APRIL FIFTEEN, LAST.  CHUCK SULLIVAN AND DALE ALLEN ENTERED THE BAR.
SHE HEARD 303 BENNETT, ONE OF THE BARTENDERS WHO HAD APPARENTLY 3Z2N
LOOKING AT A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ALLEGED XILLER IN THE NEWSPAPER SAY
T3 DALE ALLEN; "THERE HE IS LOJKS JUST LIKE THE PICTURE," vDALE
REPLIED, "I DID NOT THINK ANYONE WOULD RECOGNIZE ME." |

SHE DOES NOT RECALL LARRY MC GRATH PARTICIPATING IN THIS CONVER-
SATION 3UT 3ELIEVES THAT HE WAS ON DUTY AT THE 383 AND COULD HAVE
QVERHEARD IT. GSHE BELIEVED THE CONQERSAT:ON TO 32 NOTHING MORE THAK
THE USUAL XIDDING WHICH HAD 3EEN GOINS ON FOR MONTHS AND ATTACHED NO
PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE TC IT. SHE SAID THERE on NO INDICATION
FROM QAAT WAS SAID OR THE MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS SAID TO INDICATZ
THAT THE CDNVE~DATIDN NHS In ANY WAY SERIOUS OR SIGNIFICANT.

SHE VIEWED T¥W0O ARTIST DRAWINGS OF ERIQ STARVO GALT AND SAID THAT
fEITHER RESE¥3LES ALLZN WITH THE EKCEPTION THAT THE MZMPHIS DRAWING
SHOWED A CREASE iN THE NOSE BETWEEN THE EYES WHICH LOOKS SOMETHING
LIKE ALLEN, 3UT SAID‘IT IS DEFINITELY NOf A LIKENESS DRAWING.

-

END OF PAGE SIX.
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FURTHER INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCTED IN AN
DEVELOP MORE 3 ACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING DALE
»CULARLY TO LOCATE .A PHOTOGRAPH OF HIM WHICH MAY 3

CHECKS "MADE AT THE RESIDENCE AND .THE PLACE O?
NICHOLS HAVE FAILED TO LOCATE HIM OR HIS CAR.

INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING IN AN EFFORT TO DE

RE THE WMEREABOUTS OF NICHOLS ON PERTINENT DATES,

OTHER STATIONS NOTIFIED SEPARATELY,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

LICENSE FIVE TWO DASH TWQ FIVE EIGHT SEVEN ONE HE DRIVER,

WHO WAS ALONE, WAS OBSERVED TO 3E THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY YEARS,
ONE SIXTY TO ONE SEVENTY'POUNDS, SANDY BROWN HAIR, TAN OR
3EIGE SPORT SHIRT, NO HAT, NO GLASSES, HZAVY ZYESROWS.
LATER ON APRIL FIFTEEN, LAST HIS WIFE O3SERVED A DRAWING
OF ASSASSIN AND COMMENTED THAT THIS WAS MAN THEY HAD SEEN IN
MISTANG, |
402ILE, AT DMV, DETERMINE TO WHOM LICENS!
DETERMINE WHEREA3QUTS OF REEISTERED OWNER ON PERTINENT
DATES IN THIS CASE.
P
CNF
F31 MEMPHIS
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PAGE TW3 CG 44~-1114

AT TIWE SUBJECT ARRESTED, WAS CARRYING SIGN

READING TO THE EFFECT "KING IS DEAD- AND I A¥ SLAD™. MISIAG

PRINTED 3Y BLUE ISLAND, HOWEVER, NO PD NUMBER ASSIGNED 3UT
PRINTS FURNISHED 3UREAU. |

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REIUESTED T
COMPARE SUSPECT'S PRINTS WITH UNIDENTIFIED LATERTS.
END AND HOLD |

F31 MEMPHIS
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