
F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAILVia
(Priority)

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

TO

FROM

MURKIN

ookalike

to locate

RE: RONALD WILLARD SPIVEY !

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

RE: Memphis airtel 4/17/68

4/23/68

Personnel at MPRC, SLMO, this dated advised unable 
service record for SPIVEY in absence of date and

place of birth or serial number.

Memphis 
1 - St. Louis 
HRD/leh 
(3)

SERIALIZED....^......FILED..,..^......... -> 

APR 2 4 1968 
FBI — MEMPHIS

Approved:
Special

Sent M Per
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Bin sum 4/33/«8

' MMES* 
cim mgbts

Bncloved under separate cover via rtylitdiriil ; 
■*11 1« til* pad containing aim negatives of latent 
fingerprint* Ilf Uri iron a 1*64 Chevrolet logala, 
TH 418474347629* together with rear Tin* airrar and 
flee rubber lift* of latent*, all taken ires am* vehicle*

On 4/32/68, a#t. VILLIAM O'KZKPB, Jefferson Chanty, 
Kentacky Bailee Departnont, adviced that hi* departaeat was 
conducting investigation regardlag the theft ef a 1964 a 
Chevrolet Inpale* bearing IMS iMWyJlceiit-llllSi  ̂
TMLj41847J3MlT629j^/Vehicle nee steleaTfiwn gunner Brother* 
into sale*, S3S Best Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky* /

WILLIAM CBMimL, anXeanaa at Saner Brother*, / 
interviewed, at which tine photograph ef iWfflLM&-BAX/ 
wn* displayed* CMBSKU, stated that th* ^»otograph of-BAT 
bare a roamblnnoo to person ho new steal *bovo»aentioa*d 
vehicle. . 1

^^ ' Vehicle recovered at Wiley Station, Kentucky,

MUighbcrhood Anvoetigsticu conducted la area of 
recover?, aad as susoeets were develooed.

Identification Division, Latent fingerprint 
Section, is requested to conger* eaeloaed latent print* 
with print* Already on file for JAMBS BAH BBT for cliniaation 
purpose*. ' ' '

Louisville 
JJft'plh 
0> ^Z&£Z 

I SEARCHED......... .y -1* 
I SERIALIZED.......Q-FILED 

I APR 2 4 1968
FBI — MEMPHIS
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4/M/M

AirH

Front Director, FBI (44~3S#61)

MVRKM

Ri ferlagfield airt# AMI 4/»/M>

latest fingerprints prevtonsly reported this 0
east sot identical with fee fineerDrtateafB^ftuilov Bnathby, 
FBI «9m#2C, Army servieoBHHBB|bm is 
Um, Ohio, wto may or my a# bo Che Bud Sanity Boothby 
named in re airtol.

NO palm prists or impressions of ths lower 
joints of tbs fingers of Boothby contained Menttfleation Division 
files.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/1/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO; DIRECTOR FBI (HU-38861)

FROM:

SUM

SAC, JACKSONVILLE (HH-769) (P)

MURKIN ; ,
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Bureau airtel H/23/68 advising letter
addressed to the Attorney General from CHARLES STANSFIELD, JR 
indicates he has information concerning the death of p 3-P
victim.

On U/2H/68, Mr. CHARLESW. STANSFIELD^JR
172-8 Brittian Drive, faliahasaee, advised that about 
2 a.m., Sunday, April 7, an elderly man came into 
Frisch's Restaurant, 1775 West Tennessee Street, in an 
obviously drunk condition. This man began making overtures 
to the young waitress handling the counter and in the l 
course of the conversation with her mentioned he had 
a cartridge ease in his back pocket. STANSFIELD stated 
he had just finished work at Frisch's and was sitting 
at the counter next to the elderly gentleman. He, 
STANSFIELD, observed the cartridge case and believed it 
to ba a case containing a .38 caliber revolver shells. 
STANSFIELD stated the man made attempts to conceal this 
case from his view and this made him suspicious. The 
man also said to the waitress something to the effect that 
&£ bullet from this case killed a man the night before 
last.” .

STANSFIELD advised that when the man got up to

local businessman who is“curreri£lyHinning for Leon County

£\ - Bureau 7
<1/ - Memphis
"2 - Jacksonville 
WB-mhw
U)

SEARCHED—7—INUtAtv---, 
SERIALIZED-j^—F!LED-^

MAY - 31968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JK Mt-769

Commissioner. It appeared to STANSFIELD that YATES 
- knew the nan because the two engaged in a brief 
- conversation. •;••• ’.' ’ •. '■ ^- ' : ■ . .

< /’ STANSFIELD advised that the nan was about SO
years old, 6’, 169 lbs., thin build, thinning hair. Me 
stated that this individual leeks nothing at all like 
pictures he has seen recently of JAMES EARL RAY. STANSFIELD 
said he would not have written to the Department, but since 
there were no concrete facts developed as to suspects at 
that tine, ha decided that he would report this suspicious 
incident. '.^^/v^ .

On M/2S/68, Mr. GEORGE YATES, SOI West Brevard 
Street, Tallahassee, advised he was in Frisch’s about 
2 a.m., April 7. He remembers a nan saying to him as he 
entered that the place was closed but he did not know the 

/individual and cannot identify his. YATES stated that he 
and hit wife stopped in Frisch’s for coffee that pight 
after attending a dance sponsored by the Leon County . 

■ Sheriff's Office and that there was practically ho one 
in the place when he arrived. He did not see or converse 
with any‘friends of his on that occasion. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mrt«X A

Toi

from

SAC, Jacksonville 

Director, FBI (44-38861) v

MORRIS

April 23, 1968

B Attorney

$

' The Civil Right* Division of
ha* forwarded a copy of a letter addressed tolane Attorney 
General dated 4/7/68, from Charles Stansfield^Jr•, 172-8
Pritt Ian Drive, indicate*
he ha* information concerning the death of the victim.

Immediately interview Stansfield for any infor­
mation he nay have in his possession and set out appropriate 
leads.

_^_<^&2&^^-<^
SEARCHED....... ......... INDEXED...^...___  '

SERIALIZED...^J....FILED.... .6...
/ APR 24 1968

FBI — MEMPHIS
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Memphis, Tennessee 
April 23, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Federal Office Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Gentlemen:

The following is offered in a spirit of helpfulness, for what it 
may be worth in your investigation into the death of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

I have heard that a house on Goodbar Avenue, third house from the corner 
north side of the street, east of Cleveland Street, its interior and out­
buildings may prove interesting. I have been told the house has been 
shrouded in mystery for years. The owner and occupant orders guns and 
ammunition from out of the city. These shipments are at times left by 
those delivery men at a neighbor’s house for the owner to pick up.

The occupant of this house receives mail from the John Birch Society, 
the small magazine, left by the postman at the wrong address. He drives 
a white automobile with radio antenna. On the evening of Dr. King’s 
death this man was seen leaving the front of his house in the white car, 
at high speed, going north on Cleveland, between 6:00 and 6:30 o’clock.

This man leads a hermit-like existence. He has pack rat habits of buying 
and storing many and varied articles, to no apprent purpose, in the house 
Neighboring women have planted shrubs to shield the view of the ill-kept 
premises from the street. From reports, he has defied every friendly 
advance with regard to suggestions and cooperation for a neat home.

The guns are the main concern, though the strange ways contribute to the 
opinion this is not a healthy situation.

Not signed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ST LOUIS

826PM URGENT 4-24-68 JHH

DIRECTOR MEMPHIS SPRINGFIELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN /

RE BUTEL TO ABOVE/OFFICES THIS DATE.

RE SAM RATLIFF/J/OCATED ELSBERRY, MO.

THE ONLY THrZe COUSINS HE KNOWS OF IN THE ELSBERRY ARZA i^h^?^

ARE GUY RAY,^OP^RATOR OF THE R AND B QUARRY, EARL RAY

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE ELSBERRY DRAINAGE DISTRICT AND LtOR£?y 

RETIRED MECHANIC. HE HAS NO INFORMATION THAT THESE PEOPLE ARE

, HIS FAMILY OR ANY RELATION TO THE SUBJECT.

RATLIFF’S PERMANENT ADDRESS IS ROUTE THREE BOX TWO SEVEN SEVEN

BUTLER, MO. • . .

CHIEF OF POLICE JOHN W STEWARD ELSBERRY, MO., AND SHERIFF 

IRL ELLIOTT TROY, MO., BOTH ADVISED THAT GUY, EARL AND LEO KAY 

ALL OF ELSBERRY, MO., HAVE GOOD REPUTATIONS AND NO INDICATIONS 

- SUBJECT IN THE AREA.

END.

TSJ

FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





.^JU TO AUS, TO FJ.MSH TOTE M’OMTIX CMiONlOO P_MO OMOM

TOT SMOOT.
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FT I 'MH RHB

f:m m.-il:
Z • ^ > j _j

G: -MT 4/M/G CHS

TG: MMMMB.T CM-1744)

GT'': "MIL” (15 7-254 7)

MG GPHIG (44- 7)

POM TGF'TYT?) '’IaTYEISHT. .

77 SITI'SHM TiLETYrT MMIL TMmTYFXm IMTMM AT 

FIVE FMTYMM ?'•.

ALICE HITCH 0", CHIEF CLEaX, OFFICE GF PHCMTa Jj.;M,

? MB MM CCJLTY, 0L5YT35 , AL A., T1LE?V ELICALLY ADVISE ) THIS CATE 

I MET EEC - KTYdSHT ALA. NATIONAL GJ AEG LIGEFSF YL'/iGEH^^B

CCGC HIETD THE LICENSE PLATE PG CEILS ^HITE HTTH HEC LGTT^.tG.

4 I'SECT GE IMG GJ'S? ITT.O .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Fil ^PHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FC I little R

5: IS

PE IP SELT 4-24-60 DRE

TO: DIRECTOR,' PCI C44-32ESD-

NEE PH IS (4 4-19? 7),-ST. LOUIS, ADD X AES AS CITY

^ASTI -i I-TETVITCj THIS CATE AND STATED DELL ACOUaI

JADES EARL TAY,WHILE ^OTH I PC ARCE RATED EISSOJHI STATE 

PEN num.ARY. LACTIN RECEIVED PASS ON AFT^ HELP I AS SOLV

OTTOS HIV3 CFElATILS IN HISSCUaI STATE PENITENT 1ARY ALL '

HOED APPROXIMATELY THEE- A CUTTS A^O. E ART IL STATES PRICE

TO RAY’S ESCAPE, RAY SOLD NARCOTICS TO OTHER ILL ATES AYE. THAT

h"., mA; ; T 1 ’ >, E-A' H C A OLI T ~- J AL — • i. A. M1 I •. S i Al „. J R i-’Y ■■ AS k
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CEFBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

11:17 AM URGENT 4-24-63 CEB

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987) AND JACKSONVILLE

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

MURKIN. CR. 00: MEMPHIS.

RE JACKSONVILLE TEL, APRIL TWENTYTHREE, LAST.
J. B. LOFTIN^VICE PRESIDENT, AAA PLUMBING AND POTTERY CORPORA-

TION, GADSDEN, ALABAMA, ADVISED TODAY ALL OF THEIR TRUCKS ENCLOSED 

VAN TYPE AND HAVE GERBER STENCILED ON SIDE. THESE TRUCKS ARE NOT 

GMC BUT WHITS TRUCKS. NO OTHER AAA COMPANY LOCATED GADSDEN, ALABAMA. 

END 

MCP

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI W 13 .

a i 31 ■■oil co

935 A3 ^A *-’T 4- '4 - 5 ”■ OF-O z

TO OITEOTjE 44-33861, DALLAS, .CYPHIS, A3 J .^"3 A3 CITY

FEO.- SA?- CIEGO 34-537 A?

I.CIVIDJAL RESIDED AT A30VE hDOHESS FOE OXLY SEVERAL 

MCETHO -UT WILE WEAE WAS C^LUVAD TO GE ATTESTED ?Y DALLAS 

^ FOE DISCJAOI^ A mEAHE 13 FEO-T OF HIS EES IDECOE.
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4/82/68

&t «l#W’(l»MtW»)

m^

W rnanrvouar ayiAM.^ 
•OmLKiM  ̂:*M»'0IM^ 
tn MULUis nBKH QtiAXTKa. wriL mn. mntiM un on .

ixrouufxM ^m#sro ^ #qr^

MH. >ftBU?tfi»i n^^WIIIM^#^*!1®^^ ,

.or city mb ■rarin jMn «’i#i#iw-Mctiw;

SERIAL!
AfR24W 
FBI—MEMPHIS ■•■■<"RI’,***«R"*i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/23/68

teletype □or

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI, WTO, AMD IDS ANGELES 

FBOM: MB* ORLEANS (157-10673)

MURKIN

Bl SCOTT NORDAL (IDOK«ALIKB) .

Bl MB* ORIXANS LETTERS TO BUREAU, ATTENTION FBI LAB., 

APRIL TWENTYTWO, SIXTYBIGHT. /

EXAMINATION OF ALL TIME CARDS, COURT OF TWO SISTERS 

RESTAUBAMT, FRENCH QUARTER, MB* ORLEANS, OM APRIL TWENTYTHREE, 

SIXTYEIGHT, SHOWS THAT SCOTT NORDAL TORKED FROM TBM THIRTYFIVE 

AM TO TEN FIFTYOME PM OM MARCH TWENTYNINE, SIXTYEIGHT, AND ON 

MARCH THIRTY, SIXT YE I GOT, WORKED FROM TBM THIRTYFIVE AM UNTIL 

TWELVE ZERO FIVE AM ON APRIL ONE, SIXTYBIGHT. NORDAL DID NOT 

WORK ON APRIL THREE, 8IXTYEIGOT, AMD ON APRIL FOUR, SIXTYBIGOT 

WORKED FROM TEN FORTYSIX AM TO TWO THIRTY PM AMD FROM FOUR

FOBTYFOUR PM TO TEN PM THAT EVENING. NORDAL CALLED IM SICK 

DURING THE AM OF APRIL FIVE, AMD WORKED ON APRIL FIVE, SIXTY! I GOT, 

FROM FOUR THIBTYEIGOT PM TO TEN THIRTY PM.

MANAGEMENT OF COURT OF TWO SISTERS ADVISED NOT POSSIBLE FOR

^Mtaphio (AM) 
1-New Orleans 
Wisja 
(2)

I SEAiiOnED / INDEXED—A— 

SERJALIZEDf2__j:;LED_Z2__

APR 2 4 1968 /
FBI —MEMPHIS _ /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HUB TWO ....

WO 157-10673 '

AKTOBE TO PUNCH IN FOR BOBBAU EMPLOYEES OF COURT OF TWO SISTERS 

ADVISED THAT NORDAL’S LEFT EYE WAS CROOKED AMD POINTED INWARD 

AND THAT NORDAL DID NOT CWSELY RESEMBLE THE PHOTO OF SUSPECT 

RAY. ^■'V-' ' : <

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS; .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS* .■ . - ' ' .

^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BXBBCTOB, FBI
ATTI: FBI LAB 

liC, NXV0KLWT8 (1«7-10*23)

4/M/dS

MCRKXM /
Re: SOOTT NORDAlAlOOKALIKE) /

Transmitted under separate cover Is one package 
containing the content# from an ash tray. This tray van 
found in the roes located at 03 loyal 8t.t Mow Orleans 
which was occupied by a san known as SCOTT BQKDAt / 
wtll 4/1T/M. • -----------——aA ^-l1

The Bureau is requested to compare this spcclnan 
with any appropriate physical evidence subnitted in the 
captioned natter.

3 — Bureau
>7) <1 - Package) (RM) (IMSD)

(jtX Menphis (Info)
a - Mew Orleans
BLM/jna
<•)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



sinnafn! 4/32/68
ATTM: LATXWT PDIGXRPRnrT 8XCTIOW 

SAC,'M2V ORUUUCS (187-10673) /

MDUXM /
Be: SCOTT MORDAL^CWOKALIKE)

The followlitg Atas are be lag transaltted under 
separate cover:

1) Piece* ef shirt be* (blue outside)
3) Ose piece shirt board
3) Paper back book "The Orees felt Jungle?
4) Bnpty canton of DeWitt’s pills
5) Matchbook cover ire* the Court of Two Sisters
6) Clear glass ash tray
7) Ose can Kis* Clairol

Bead asp City of Bev Orleans

All of the above item wore found la a rem occu­
pied by one SCOTT MOBBAXX at 633 Royal St., Sew Orleans, 
until 4/17/68. These Item should be exanined for latent 
fingerprints and any specific inferaeties developed should 
bo coopered with fingerprints of JAMBS MARX. RAT and WALTXR 
TORY RIPS, FBI #455 8766,

# B

3 - Bureau
1 - Package) (RM) (AMSD) 
Meaphis (info)
Mow Orleans

KLH/Joc
^^^^s^^^ -<^49

SEARCHED_______ INDEXED.
SERIALIZED.^.-FiLED—i

APR 2 4 1968 
FBI —MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRBCTOR, FBI 4/12/61
Utt*: ibi lab) X

sac, raw orleams <157-10173) /

nsKU C/
* Re: SCOTT 10RDAL (LOOKALIKE)

r---- ■ ■
, ' The folIcWingitens ire beingesubditted under

separate corer: '

1) Copy of application blank dated 3/24/61 for 
individual know as SCOTT MORDAL for employment.

' 2) One piece white paper approximately 2^4.'

Ites 1 was obtained from the Court of Two Sisters, 
Saw Orleans, where MOBBAL worked as a waiter through 4/13/68 
and picked up his final pay check on 4/15/86.

Itos number 2 was obtained fros the room he occupied 
at 623 Royal St, until 4/17/66.

The Bureau is requested to examine both specinens 
far latent fingerprints and to conduct handwriting comparisons. 
Any evidence developed should be compared with the fingerprints 
and handwriting of dAMXS SAIL RAT and WALTIR TDtRY ROT, 
EBI nunber 455 8766. Advise Memphis and Sew Orleans of 
results.

The Court of Two Sisters have requested that Ites 
1 bo returned to then when comparison complete.

3 - Bureau
^ (1 - Package) (rm) (amsd)
(jy- Memphis (Info)
2 - Mew Orleans
BLM/Jmo
<•)

SEARCHED—_^_JNDEX£D 
SERIALlZEO__A__fH£D

APR 2 4 1968
FBI —MEMPHIS
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

airmail
Re New Orleans teletype/o Jackson, 4/22/68, with 

copy to Memphis.

Re: MICHAEL WHEAT, look alike.

Miss JOYCE BENNETT, Credit Bureau of Picayune, 
Miss., advised SA LEON ROSS GRABEN on 4/23/68, that she 
personally knows MICHAEL WHEAT, whose mother MAUDE WHEAT 
lives at 120 S. Gray Avenue, Picayune, Miss. She said that 
WHEAT, whose full naufe is LEDERE MICHAEL WHEAT went to school
with her. She said 
of JAMES EARL RAY

e bears some resemblance to photographs 
n size and characteristics but she does

not think the resemblance is close. He is 
resident of Picayune. Credit Bureau files

a life time 
reflect that in

July, 1967, he had been employed for about four months by 
the O.D.E. Company, New Orleans, Louisiana.

1-New Orleans 
2-Jackson 
JJF/wgj 
(5)

SERlAUiED-V^.

Bi —

INDEXED

Approved:
1 Agent in Charge

Sent M Per
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