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PAGE TWO
ADVISED AFTER VIEWING PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY THAT HE WAS NOT IDENTICAL

WITH PERSON TO WHOM SHE RENTED APARTMENT. SCHWARZAUER STATED

THAT IN OCTOBER, SIXTYSEVEN, SHi RENTED A TWO-ROOM APARTMENT
AT SIX ZERO SIX CHURCH STREET, COLUMBIA, MISSISSIPPI, TO A

YOUNG MAN WHO GAVE HIS NAME AS EARL WILLIAM RAY. THIS
" INDIVIDUAL ADVISED HER THAT HE WAS GETTING MARRIED AND WOULD
BRING HIS WIFE TO LIVE IN THE APARTMENT WITH HIM. EARL WILLIAM

RAY WAS A YOUNG MAN. - SCHWARZAUER RELATED RAY ONLY OCCUPIED THE
APARTMENT FOR ONE NIGHT AND THEN LEFT. SHE STATED RAY WAS UNKNOWN

TO HER AND THAT SHE HAS NOT SEEN HIM SINCE OCTOBER, SIXTY SEVEN,

WHEN HE RENTED THE APARTMENT. SCHWARZAUER STATED THAT UPON
SEEING PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY ON T. V. IN PRESENCE OF HER SISTER

AND HER MAID, GUSSIE MINGO, SHE JOKINGLY REMARKED THAT THIS MUST BE
. - A
THE INDIVIDUAL TO WHOM SHE RENTED HER APARTMENT. SCHWARZAUER STATED

THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO RENTED HER APARTMENT BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE

TO JAMES EARL RAY AND IS NOT SAME PERSON. SHE STATED THAT SINCE
APARTMENT WAS VACATED BY EARL WILLIAM RAY, SHE HAS HAD IT COMPLETEL?\
REDECORATED THROUGHGUT. o

EARL WILLIAM RAY UNKNOWN TO COLUMBIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

AND NMARION COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE.
END
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CI 157-1893

derogatory appears in credit records concerning him.

Mrs. KAY NICHOLS, Record Room, Columbus PD, on 4/26/68
advised there is no record there for DONALD J. RAY.

RAY was interviewed 4/26/68. Residence and employment
was verified. He has been employed as a firefighter, City of
Columbus 12 years. His physical description does not fit that
of JAMES EARL RAY, and his facial appearance does not resemble
fugitive. He claims to have no relatives who resemble fugitive
nor can he furnish any information to assist im locating subject.

No further investigation being taken concerning this
person.
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BA (44-669)

OUT‘INFORMATIDN!RE FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR OFFER TO, BILLINGS
‘IN MARCH SIXTYFIVE AT COLUMBIA, S.C., BY INDIVIDUALS ONLY

KNOWN AS JAMES AND EDDIE TO KILL KING, AND BACKGROUND

INCLUDING MENTAL CONDITION,
COPIES OF ABOVE LHM'S BEING FORWARDED AﬂSD TO KANSAS

CITY FOR REINTERVIEW OF BILLINGS PER BUREAU REQUEST.
END i
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on 4/25/68, Baltimore telephonically contacted
the Little Rock Office and was advised that BILLINGS
had been sentenced in USDC, Little Rock, 11/21/67, on a gullty
plea to 5 years on one charge and 5 years on 3 other chargesa
to run concurrent. He was transferred on 11/29/67 to the
U. 8. Penitentiary st Leavenworth.

For information of HKansas City, in connection with
the allegation made by BILLINGS, Charlotte by taletype to
Bureau, 3/30/65, advised that the Chief Deputy and Secretary
of the Sherifft's Office, 8anford, K. C., had no knowledge of
any incident nsar Sanford about 3/4/65 whereln an officer
was disarsed by a man with a machline gun or other weapon.
Both stated they were sure they would have heard of such an
incident 1in that area.

Bavannah %y teletype to the Buream, 3/30/65, furnished
the following:

‘BES‘I’EE" 1S may be identical with DAVID DELANF
FCer, ITSHY, Bufile 26-237966, ¥BI §26396h¢
Wis8, ww, EDVA, sentenced ong year and one day
custody UBAG te run concurrently with four years sentence he
was serving in Federal Reformator { Petersburg, Va. On 8/5/58,

he had been sentenced in UBIC, Co s, 8. C,, on tuwo counts
for vioclation Section 2312, Title 18, v. 8. Code, and
received sentence of four years sach to run concurrently.

Bo current information in Savamn files meammg him.

BARBER, mey be identical to JERRY DOR BARBEE,
PEI #685195B, who iz the mahzaﬁt @f
‘ EREY DON.KAKE EE, aka - Fugitive. UFAP - OL," 00:
mvm, Bufile 8&»-32105, mtm»;wm file B Js%ﬁ 'BARBEE
was arrested lower Marion, Pa., and relesasesd on $500 bond,
12/3/68, His present whereabouts are unknown. Phlladelpt
has photo of BARBEE which was sent by Savennah 1 /30/64 .

h?mmh indices negative on IBVIEG mm 4 JUBE
TA unhi it 8 noted that there is a lounge Dar on lLady Street,
, 19 a ® »

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176












KC u4u4-760
3

He drove BARBER to get the machine gun at the Canal
Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived.
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive,
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then
felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone
to Columbia, South Carclina, and he understood BARBER was going
to his home in Fort Myers, Florida. BARBER's parents reportedly
lived in and operated a trailer park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was
driving a 1959 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, tearing
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the car under his true
name from Luby's Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland.

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told
the plan was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for
$50,000. $5,000. was to be in advance, with the remaining
$45,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina.
JAMES said KING had to be "wiped out" because J. EDGAR HOOVER
had reported KING to be a confirm=d Communist and the most
notorious liar of our day. The killing was to take place
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery,
Alabama. The machine gun was "to be placed in the back of a
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery
route. When the front line of marchers, including Dr. KING,
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to ccme
from some other state and purchased legally in the name of a
deceased person. They would then drive the paneled truck
away from the line of march to a country road where a passenger
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back-
roads route. They would then travel to Greenville, South
Carolina, where they would meet JAMES and EDDIE. JAMES would
tell them how to get to Sydney, Australia, via Mexico, on a
freighter.

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississiopi
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Bow,. Australia. This man
would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitimate
business. 4
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‘When he told JAWMES and EDDIE that BARBER could not
produce the machine gun, they said the plan had been dropped
because MARTIN LUTHER KING announced he was not going to
participate in the march.

He described JAMES as white male American, age U4Q;
5 feet, 10 inches; 210 pounds; blue eyes; brown hair, graying

on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles from Memphis,
in Mississippi. ‘

EDDIE described as white male .-American; 6 feet, 1
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 385, good dresser, raesidence
Memphis, Tennessee.

BARBER described white male American, 22; 5 feet, 8
-inches; 170 pounds: black hair; husky build, anc good looking.
He believes BARBER a psychiatric case and believes this was
the reason he was discharged from the military.

He has seen JAMES and EDDIE since the above incident;
however, he is not going to say more unless the Government
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stclen Motor Vehicle
charge against him. He has two detainers ageinst him, and
one is a State detainer. The federal detainer is from U. S.
District Court, lMontgomery, Alabama, and this detainer pre-
vents him from making parole. He is eligible for parcle on
his current 5-year sentence in September 1968. He might get
a parole to a State detainer, but parole would not be
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If this
detainer were. removed he would furnish the full names of JANLS
and EDDIE and where they could be located. in addition to

~subsequent contacts he has had with these men. He was tcld
that no promises c¢f any kind cculd be made in this regard.

"A photograph of JAMES EARPLY RAY, FRI # 306uu3A,
taken at the Missouri Department of Correcticns, Jefferscn
City, Missouri, on March 17. 19€0, was shown to BILLINGS.

- and he stated that he does not know this individual either
by name or photograph.

BILLINGS admitted he was at the Medical Center for
psychiatric treatment. He has a writ in federal court under
the provisions of Title 13, Section 2255, U. S. Code,
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PAGE TWO
NO 157-10673

IT IS ESPECIALLY NOTED THAT BILLINGS STATES IN THREE ZERO

TWO IN RE COMMUNICATION THAT HE MET JAMES AND EDDIE IN COLUMBIA,
S.C., IN NARCH, SIXTYFIVE. 1IN THREE ZERO TWO SET OUT IN REPORT
OF SA SMART, HE ADVISED WAS IN CUSTODY IN APRIL, SIXTYFIVE AND
DID NOT ESCAPE FROM CUSTODY UNTIL APPROXIMATELY MAY SEVEN,
'SIKTYFIVE. |

PHILADELPHIA OFFICE WILL REVIEW FILE ON BILLINGS AND
ASCERTAIN WHEN ESCAPED FROM CUSTODY, FORWARD SANE TO KANSAS
CITY FOR REINTERVIEW OF BILLINGS AT SPRINGFIELD, 0.

NEW ORLEANS HOLDING IN ABEYANCE COVERAGE OF LEAD AT CANAL
BANK INN UNTIL AUTHENTICITY OF BILLINGS® STORY DETERMINED.

KANSAS CITY ADVISE OTHER OFFICES IN RECEIPT OF REAIRTEL
WHETHER THEY DESIRE LEADS SET OUT TO BE HANDLED AT THIS TIME OR
HELD IN ABEYANCE. o

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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