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Date: 4-23-68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-

MURKIN 
CR

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Memphis and Richmond, 
4—22—68» ^^b^

For information WFO, retel advised individual as NORM
PERRY fonok^elta. flight #106 from Atlanta, Ga., on 4-6-68 en
route |tp<London, England, with stop-over Dulles International 
Airport. Gave Georgia phone number 462-2382. Atlanta unable 
to verify phone number.

On 4-22-68, JERRY TIERNEY, Passenger Service Repre
sentative, Pan American Airlines, Dulles International Airport, 
Chantilly, Va., advised that a review of his manifest sheet for 
Delta Airlines flight 106 for 4-6-68, revealed one PERRY (no 
initials) enplaned at Atlanta, Ga., en route to London, England. 
PERRY was flying economy class. He advised the flight 
originated NewOrleans, La., with stop at Atlanta and Dulles. 
At Dulles, the Delta crew was relieved by Pan American crew 
for continuation of the flight. He stated it was not necessary 
for the passengers to deplane at Dulles for Customs check.

3 - Bureau
2^- Atlanta (44-2386) 
£1- Memphis (44-198?) 
2 - WFO (44-703)
2 - Richmond
SEL/lnm
(11)

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RH 44=657

Mr. TIERNEY advised more information re PERRY might
possibly be available at the Pan American Computer Center, 
16th and K Sts., NW, Washington, D. C., phone RE 7=8900.

He advised Pan American crew members for the flight 
were as follows: ,

-Capt. W. W. HESTER^
-Co-pilot D ECKER
-Flight Engineer J. J. BIJTWL
-Navigator J^VffiM^lSl based Kennedy Inter­
national Airport, New Yo:

The pursor was J. P. BOT

Stewardesses were

-T. X. RANDERS. 
^A, HEGARDT

Lo B. SIGBE, alPtased Dulles International Airport

LEAD?

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D. C,

Contact Pan American Computer Center, 16th and K
Sts., NW, for any identifying data re NORM PERRY.

All of the above data, plus the lead, was telephonically 
furnished directly to WFO by Alexandria RA.

ARMED ATO DANGEROUS.
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Transmit the following in

F B I

Date: 5/14/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

Via AIRTEL

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

MURKIN

00: Memphis

On 4/23/68, Sgt. JOSEPH 
advised SA SEAMANS J. JONES

Re Louisville airtel 4/24, 
furnished by ALVIN D. MASON

concerning information

ana PD,OCHADEL, Jeffersonville, In 
hat Indiana License 10/ 112 is 

issued to JAMES W. PARISH, 224 MoSswood Court, JeffursunviTT^ 
for a 1960 Oldsmobile 4-door sedan, VIN 608M7923/ HOCHADEL 
stated he does not know PARISH and there is no arrest record 
for him in the PD files.

On 4/24/68, ALBERT DANNER, President of Danco, Inc., 1317 
Skyline Drive, Jeffersonville, advised he is well acquainted 
with JAMES W. PARISH, 1224 Mosswood Court. He stated PARISH 
purchased his house two years ago from Danco and is employed as 
a chemical operator at Girdler Catalyst, LousSvilie, Kentucky. 
DANNER observed a photo of RAY and stated PARISH is definitely 
not identical with this photo.

On 4/26/68, JAMES W. PARISH, 1224 Mosswood Court, was 
interviewed by SA SEAMANS J. JONES. It was observed he is not 
identical with the photo of RAY. A 1960 black Oldsmobile 
4-door bearing Indiana License 10A 1120 was observed parked in 
front of the PARISH home. Mr. PARISH stated he is the only 
person who drives this car except his wife and daughter. He 
has not loaned this car to any other man and it has not been 
driven by any other man. Mr. PARISH stated he was born and 
reared in Jeffersonville, Indiana.

2/- Memphis
T- Louisville (44-947) (Info.)
2 - Indianapolis
(5)

SEARCHED____ INDEXED
SERIALIZED^Z_FILED___

MAY1 6 1968
FBI —MEMPHIS

Approved: Sent
ecial Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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It should be noted that PARISH resides in 
Northaven Subdivision constructed and sold by 
Danco, Inc. - This subdivision is located on State 
Road 62 north of Jeffersonville, Indiana, and it 
would be normal procedure for PARISH to enter 
State Road 62 from the side road along-which are 
numerous apartment buildings and proceed toward 
Jeffersonville to the stop light located at 10th " 
and Main Streets at Youngstown Shopping Center. 
It was noted that PARISH does bear some slight 
resemblance to the photo of RAY about the nose.

. However, he is much smaller and his hair father 
than being short cropped, is very thin and appears 
..short cropped. He has been listed in the Jeffarson- 
ville city directory since 1960, as an employee at 
Girdler Catalyst.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TELETYPE

4/24/68

PLAINTEXT

URGENT .

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

MURKIN

RE UNKNOWN MALE, CATEMACO, VIERA CRUZ, MEXICO, MARCH NINE 

NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. K

MR.GEORGE J. BRADLEY, IC I AL, REICHHOLD CHEMICAL CO., ADVISED 

TUSCALOOSA RESIDENT AGENT THAT ON A.M. OF MARCH SIX, SIXTYEIGHT, 

WHILE HE AND WIFE VACATIONING AT HOTEL CON BUNGALOWS, PLAYA AZUL, 

CATEMACO, VERA CRUZ, MEXICO, HE RECALLED SEEING WHITE MALE, FIVE FT. 

ELEVEN INCHES TO SIX FT./ ONE SIXTY TO ONE SEVENTY LBS., THIRTYTWO 

TO THIRTYSEVEN YEARS, HAVING BREAKFAST ALONE IN HOTEL DINING ROOM. 

HIS ATTENTION ATTRACTED SINCE SUSPECT WAS ALONE, WHEREAS ALL GUESTS 

WERE COUPLES OR GROUP PARTIES. SUSPECT DROVE LIGHT-COLORED MUSTANG 

OR CORVAIR. BRADLEY CANNOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFY RAY*S PHOTOS, BUT 

DOES NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY. IN EVENT INFORMATION DOES NOT PLACE 

RAY IN CALIFORNIA ON ABOVE DATE, SUGGEST BUREAU ADVISE LEGAT, MEXICO 

CITY. AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

1> Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 * Blmitt<han
HASsbTI
(2)

SEARCHED___ ?___ INDEX 
SERIALIZED„A„.FILED.

APR26 1968 \
FBI —MEMPHIS
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

F B I

Date: 4/24/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)(P)

RE: MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

Re Dallas airtel to San Antonio
of which is enclosed for Memphis.

4/22/68, copy

as, 4/23/68, 
and three

Investigation, McAllen 
determined REX BENTON BLEPSOEiDw^ BARBARA, 
children have resided at 137 E. uince since 7/15/65;
previously resided Weslaco and Alamo, Texas.

BLEDSOE, WMA, born Charleston, Texas, 
5*7”, 160 lbs,, brown hair, hazel-brown eyes, has 
several arrests at McAllen PD and Hidalgo Co. SO at 
Edinburg, Texas, in 1950-, 1960, 1962, and 1963 re 
traffic violations, disturbing the peace, and drunk. 
Never photographed or fingerprinted.

has been 
McAllen.

BLEDSOE, formerly employed as used car salesman 
employed as electrician for Rowe Electric Co,, 
Texas, past five to six years.

McAllen, 
to Dallas 
JGJ-866.

On 4/23/68 Mr, BILL ROWE, Rowe Electric Co,, 
advised that BLEDSOE made trip past weekend 
, Texas, to trade 1960 Cadillac, 1968 Texas 
for another Cadillac. ROWE stated BLEDSOE has

not missed day of work in past several months.

San Antonio discontinuing re BLEDSOE. (

SERIALIZED.../^..... FILED......

APR 2 6 1968

^1 Memphis (Enc^lV
1 - Dallas (44-2649)(Info)
2 - San Antoni

-LDW:kfh_______
(5)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M

MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

Via A I R T E L

TO

FROM

F B I

Date: 4/24/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-198?)

SAC, RICHMOND (44-657)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Philadelphia teletype to

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

The following investigation
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY: /

Records of the DMV for
fleet that Va^., License T14639j 
pick-up true 16 registered ’E» o<

P

Richmond, 4/22/68.

was conducted by

•/the State of 
'as issued for
er WILLIAM H. SMITH

913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, Va.

Neighborhood inquiry in vicinity of 913 
Montrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined WILLIAM H. SMITH 
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address 
for approximately 12 years. SMITH is employed as a 
carpenter with the Van Lear Construction Co. He owns 
a 1968 Ford pick-up with a camper top for the truck.
He also recently reportedly took a vacation 
City, Mo.

On 4/23/68, Mrs. GRACE SMITH, nee
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, advised

2)- Memphis
1 - Philadelphia (INFO)
2 - Richmond

JGM:vsr 
(5)

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

to Kansas

Kent, 
that her

;^,4.^

M Per
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husband is employed by the Van Lear Construction Co. 
as a carpenter and has been so employed for the past 
ten years. She has resided at her present address for 
twelve years. Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband 
recently took a vacation to Kansas City, Mo., visiting 
a friend from the Army, a CHARLES DON WATSON, having 
left Charlottesville on Friday, 4/12/68.

Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband had been
in Charlottesville and was employed by Van Lear Con­
struction Co. during the week of the KING murder and 
in fact, had been working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON 
of the Charlottesville, Va. PD at CASON’s residence. 
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two fingers 
missing from his left hand and stated that her husband's 
presence in Charlottesville at the time of the KING 
murder could be easily confirmed.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. ELWOOD CASON, Charlottesville,
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquainted with WILLIAM 
H. SMITH, having known him for a period of several years 
as a resident at 913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville. 
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fingers missing from 
his left hand and that although he does have the same 
physical build as JAMES EARL RAY, including some close 
physical facial attributes as with the photograph dis­
tributed on RAY, he does not have a scar in the center 
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH 
had been doing some carpentry work at CASON’s residence 
for a period of several weeks, working every night, 
including the night of 4/5/68, at which time he had been 
paid by CASON for completion of the work.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in

Via A I R T E L

TO:

FROM:.,

F B I

Date: 4/24/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

- P

Re Cleveland teletype to Bureau and Richmond 
4/22/68.

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE. VA:

The following investigation was conducted
SAs FRANKLIN R. WASHBURG and JOHN G. MC CART

y

thur’sOn 4/22/68, MERVIN L. MC ALLISTER 
Grill, East Main St., Charlottesville, Va., dvised 
that he is the owner and operator of the restaurant.
MC ALLISTER 
employed at 
operates as 
to have the 
but did not

advised that he is the only male Caucasian 
the grill and that he most frequently
the counter-man. MC ALLISTER was observed / 
same physical stature of JAMES EARL RAY, /
possess any of the facial,'physical attributes

of RAY and did not have any scar on the center of his 
forehead or on the palm of his right hand.

MC ALLISTER stated that his lifelong residence 
is Charlottesville, Va., and had opened Arthur’s Grill 
in 5/6?.

Judge ALLEN SPITZER, Municipal Court Judge, 
Charlottesville, Va., a patron in the restaurant at the
time

2

2

advised that he has known MC ALLISTER as a local

4 Memphis
- Cleveland (44-565) (INFO) 
- Richmond

JGM:vsr
W----

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M

SEARCHED........!.... INDEXED.,..

SERIALIZED../)..... FILED....... 

APR 26m
FBI -^lEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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resident for many years.

On 4/23/68, Assistant COP C. 0. DURHAM,
Charlottesville, Va. PD and Deputy Sheriff M. W. 
SANDRIDGE, Albemarle Co. SO, Charlottesville, Va., 
both advised that MERVIN L. MC ALLISTER, owner of 
Arthur's Grill, has been a life-long'resident of 
Charlottesville, Va. and has operated the restaurant 
on East Main St. for a period of about one year.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2* -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Records of United States RoXt Office, Indianapolis,
Indiana, reflect that JAMES M. RAY .(/formerly of 848 South 
Belleview Place, now residing 521^r East 11th Street, has 
been in continuous employment as a carrier since 1960.
RAY’s date of birth is | ~|.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

(?) - Memphis

1 - Indianapolis 
TJC:cdv
(3)

Approved: ____ fz _____
/special Agent in Charge

Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

M Per
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AT 44-2386
JTB:bJc
1

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE 
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta, 
Georgia. DOWDA advised he was formerly Incarcerated at the 
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook 
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread 
slicer.

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
Inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner" 
who usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and 
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never 
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge, 
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair 
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the 
right side of his head during the entire time he had known 
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut In the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated RAY’s hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about 
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

Z^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the 
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression 
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary, 
having been made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked 
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic­
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he 
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have 
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would 
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the 
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons. 
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and 
there was a riot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY 
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY 
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the 
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several occasions made the statement that if the price were 
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc

DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY 
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does 
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being 
paid for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from 
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind 
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre­
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. 
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentiary 
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned 
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA’s release 
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall 
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that 
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of 
the Ogarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would 
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked 
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got 
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY 
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he 
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was 
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated 
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the 
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out­
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY’s 
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and 
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for 
personal conveniences. He stated RAY, while in prison,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He 
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated 
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY’s source 
of Income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling 
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY 
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot. 
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri 
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very 
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding 
that SCHAEFER was RAY’s source of amphetamine. He stated 
BENJAMIN 0. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
and he is certain GOODT.N was not connected in any way with 
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was 
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY’s hiding place when RAY had 
attempted to escape in 1966.

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY’s
closest friend in the Missouri State Prison and was respon­
sible for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY 
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes 
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and 
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY’s offense. 
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee 
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not 
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he is 
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER’S 
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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is located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA’s address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida, 
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta, 
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently 
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and 
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be 
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been 
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has 
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about 
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned 
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any­
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only 
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia, 
who was an inmate at the Missouri State Prison was one 
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a 
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still 
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent 
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides 
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional 
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife 
had stopped at Jefferson City and while there, contacted a 
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE” PETRIE. He stated 
he had not made any Inquiry concerning RAY and was not 
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any 
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know 
he was a former Inmate of the Missouri State Prison. He 
stated he had stopped In the Kansas City, Missouri, area 
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been 
in the Missouri State Prison as PAUL ALVIN CARTER. He 
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before 
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in 
the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although 
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return 
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. 
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm 
Springs, West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965­
4221. He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a job 
and had come to Marietta, Georgia, looking for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his 
wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for 
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately 
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having 
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern­
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the 
event he remembered' anything additional, he would contact 
the FBI.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

F B I
Date: 4/25/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI <44-38861)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA(44-2386)(P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta teletype summary to Bureau,/4/24/68,

Enclosed for Bureau are three copies jif i irt 
reflecting interview with LEWIERAYMONDDOTOA^ "

One copy of above insert being furnished to Miami 
and Memphis for information. Two copies of insert furnished 
to St. Louis and San piego. Six copies of insert furnished 
to Kansas City.

In addition 
the following offices 
i nvestigatlon:

KANSAS CITY

to leads previously set out in retel, 
are requested to conduct the foliarins

3 - Bureau (Enc. 3) 
L- Kansas City (Enc, 6)
ly- Memphis (Enc. 1)
1 - Miami (Enc. 1)
2 - San Biei® (Enc. 2)
2 - St, Louis (Enc. 2) 
2 - Atlanta 
JTB:lcc 
(17)

LEADS

Valued

FBI

Approved: ______________________ _______ Sent
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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At Jefferson City, Missouri

1) Will, at Missouri State Penitentiary, determine
from medical records type rash JAMES EARL RAY had on side 
of head and medication prescribed- for RAY,

2) Check correspondence file to determine if RAY
has any approved correspondence which may identify girl friends 
RAY talked about,

3) Attempt to determine supplier of narcotics to RAY
while RAY in prison and attempt to develop information concerning 
RAY*s outside source of income, as RAY may now attempt to - 
contact thdse persons.

4) Ascertain present whereabouts of inmate JERRY WHITE,

5) Through sources at prison, evaluate information
furnished by BOWBA. .

At Kansas City, Missouri:

Attempt to locate bar known as Gaslight, to determine
if subject RAY is known there and attempt to determine identi ty 
of girl RAY met there.

At Columbia, Missouri:

Contact bars in vicinity of college and determine if
subject RAY known as well as attempt to learn identity of girl 
RAY had met in this area.

At Lake Ozark, Missouri:

Will, through sources, attempt to identify narcotics
pushers and through them determine if subject has been in this 
area. ' - ■ - •

SAN DIEGO

At Palos Verdes, California:

Will locate BOB GRAHAM and interview concerning
BOWBA*s visit Thanksgiving 1967; determine if BOWDA made 
any remarks concerning contact with RAY or anyone else 
in California. <

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LA W-1572!- - 7 '

2 -

visit lasted until the day after Thanksgiving, 1967, 
at which time DOWA, driving his wife’s Volkswagen, 
bearing Georgia license plates, departed with his wife 
en route to Monterey, California.

Mr. GRAHAM stated that approximately one and a
half days later, DOWA and his wife returned to the 
GRAHAMs’ residence claiming he had lost his wallet 
in Monterey and was without funds. GRAHAM advised that he 
gave DOWDA sufficient funds to drive back to Atlanta, 
Georgia. '

GRAHAM, after consulting a 19^7 calendar, recalled
that DOWDA. arrived at his residence on 11/22/67j and stayed 
through a portion of the day 11/2*1-/67. He left en route to 
Monterey on that date and returned to Los Angeles from • 
Monterey approximately II/26/67.

DOWDA. should be rein ter viewed about hi
activities during the period of time when he left Los 
.Angeles, California, allegedly going to Montergy California

GRAHAM advised that he would consult with his
wife on the evening of 5/2/68, and would be available for 
reinterview on 5/3/68.

Los Angeles will reinterview GRAHAM 5/3/68, 
and will advise results.

LEAD

ATLANTA

AT MARIETTA, GEORGIA.: Reinterview LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, concerning 
his alleged trip from Los Angeles, California, to Monterey, 
California, and the facts surrounding the loss of his wallet 
•while in Monterey, California'.
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Date:

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO

FROM

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861) f

SAC, LOS AHGELES (44-1574)^

SUBJECT MURKIN * 
00: Memphis

Re San Diego airtel o Bureau 
Angeles airtel to Bureau 5/2/68^.

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA

eau, 
uncle

For the information of 
and Atlanta, Mr. ROBERT E. GRAHAM 
advised on reinterview 5/3/68 tha?

1/30/68 and Los

Office of Origin, 
of DOWDA’s wife,

he had consulted his wife
concerning the particulars of the DOWDA’s visit to the 
GRAHAM residence during the Thanksgiving Season, 1967.

GRAHAM stated that LEWIE DOWDA and Mrs. DOWDA 
arrived at the GRAHAM residence, 5419 Diversity Drive, 
Palos Verdes, California, driving a Volkswagen automobil 
bearing Georgia license plates the date prior to Thanks­
giving, 11/28/67, as he recalled. After having Thanksgiving 
dinner with the GRAHAMS, the DOWDA’s left in their Volkswag 
at approximately li:00 p.m. to see a friend of DOWDA’s who 
allegedly worked in a hospital, believed in Santa Barbara, 
California. DOWDA also expressed his consideration of 
seeking employment at this hospital.

3 - Bureau 
Z- Atlanta

Memphis
2 - Los Angeles

GEA/dmr 
(8)

SEARCHED_______ INDEXED-/^
SERIALIZED^___FILED. /}—

M AY 1 01968
___ , FBI —MEMPHIS

Approved:__________________________
Special Agent in Charae

Ser.t M
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The DOWDA’s returned to the GRAHAM residence on
Friday, 12/1/67, and immediately upon arrival, Mrs. GRAHAM 
telephoned GRAHAM at his office telling of the DOWDA’s 
arrival from Northern California.

DOWDA adyised that he had lost his wallet in
Santa Barbara, California, while swimming and GRAHAM had 
to jban or give DOWDA. sufficient funds to drive back to 
Atlanta. The DOWDA’s left the GRAHAM’S residence on Saturday, 
12/2/68, enroute to Atlanta via San Diego, California.

RAHAM stated that he knew DOWDA by first name
’’WHITEY”./ DOWDA stated he was a dietician and had attended

*tfiree years’ college in the State of Missouri, perhaps the 
University of Missouri.

GRAHAM stated that he was of the opinion that
DOWDA was prone to stretch the truth and he, GRAHAM, 
personally doubted his veracity for the short period of 
time he was acquainted with him.

The above information is furnished to Atlanta 
in slight variation of re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau.

GRAHAM stated that the information furnished in
this communication was more nearly correct as to exact dates 
inasmuch as he had contacted his wife and the two of them 
had more accurately pinpointed the times and dates in 
question.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



whole W to CiilftiBia was $200 at the CM Caayon, tot 
jwM falling oBt of Ms poofcot* WM amMa
that they anim baefc at Palos Mtot the following Ar M 
later sorrowed soMt fT5 fro* NR. MM in order togotbsok 

. to Georgia. SOM advised ho did loss his wallet aroond 1^57

te eottU #90*140 a». 1c** of hio wallet,

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




