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5/14/88

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38881)

FROM: SAC, SEATTLE (44-371) (P)

8QBJECT: *al®^. 
00: MWMEB

RE: SUSPECT GOIDOM AKBERSOX

On May 9,1868, GORDO* AKDER80M, 7314 - 146th 6,*.,
hUMMt Washington, was personally IstwrUiNHI by SA ELGXM 
1 O&BOGG and was eliminated as a suspect in this matter.
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FD-36 (Rey. 5-22-6.4) J

Transmit the following in

FBI

Date: 5/15/68
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL __ _______________________ ________ ___________ ]
(Priority) .

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT:

Re

Re

On

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Wilshire Book Company.
/

Houston airtel to the Bureau dated 5/11/68.

5/15/68, GERARD IfffeR RAYAras eliminated a$ 
being identical with stlBJec'f/AMJSS eArl RAY. While 1/ 
Washington, GERARD DORR RAY Resided at 32? First Avenue East, 
Pacific, Washington. His wife is BARBARA JEAN RAY/and / 
she received a magazine through Wilshire Book Company^/ 
under the name B.J. RAY. /

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS.

/ 2/Memphis
Houston (INFO)

1- Seattle (INFO)
1- New York (44-1609)

JFS:Jrf 
(6)

FBI — MEMPHIS

SEARCHED..... ..........INDEXED.....^.........
SERIALIZED.../!..... FILED.....Zz...........

MAY 1 V 1968

Approved: Sent ------------------------M Per 











■ ..sboro, Ky.

s Roebuck & Co. 
lyWest 7th Street 
Covington, Kentucky

.•:.rs Roebuck & Co. (5) 
133 Dixie Highway
.lively, Ky.

Sears Roebuck & Co. (22) 
1010 State Street 
Bowling Green, Ky.

Sears Roebuck & Co. 
2102 Williams St. 
Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Sears Roebuck & Co. 
1500 Broadway 
Paducah, ^entucky

Sears Roebuck & Co. 
213 E. Main Street 
Lexington, Kentucky

(4)

(13)

(13)

Sears Roebuck & Co. (24) 
820 West Broadway (
Louisville, Ky.

Sears Roebuck & Co. (26) 
4121 Shelbyville Road 
St. Matthews, Kentucky

Sears Roebuck & Co. (7)
U.S. 60 East
Frankfort, Kentucky

Sears Roebuck & Co. (76) 
1408 N. Kingshighway 
St. Louis, Missouri ■

Sears Roebuck & Co. (34) 
1005 State Street
East St. Louis, Illinois

Sears Roebuck & Co. (64)
3708 Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, Missouri

Sears Roebuck & Co. (7)
7412 Manchester Rd.
Maplewood, Missouri

Sears Roebuck & Co. . (17) 
309 Piasa Street
Alton, Illinois

Sears Roebuck & Co. (2) 
112 E. Main Street 
Belleville, Illinois

Sears Roebuck & Co. (42) 
15 Crestwood Plaza
St. Louis, Missouri

Sears Roebuck & Co. (69) 
11100 St. Charles Rodk Road 
St. Ann, Missouri
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Date: 5/24.'S 8

Transmit the following in_______ ;________________ ________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via______ AIRTEL_________________ AIR /AIL____________
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI. (44. 38861j

’FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

HE: MURK!

Atlanta teletype to Loris
telephone call to Loui 
phone call to Atlanta.
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Special Agent in Charge



LS 44-947

could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail 
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri, 
Southern Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of the 
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all 
of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present 
time, there are 133 retail Sears Roebuck automobile stores 
which stock and sell this battery.

With reference to the possibility of obtaining 
this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that 
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail 
order to the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in 
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville 
plant. It is to be noted that the central distributing 
point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not 
stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant 
inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of 
Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase 
of the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all 
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such 
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated that no 
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus 
eliminating the possibility of purchase of instant battery 
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor 
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr, DARNELL was 
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears 
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area 
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores in the Greater 
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as 
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois, 
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to the name 
and address of the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in 
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F 
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent 
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968. It is to be noted 
that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68, 
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective 
on the 21st of each month indicating that this battery was 
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March 
product.

For the information of offices not previously 
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant

-2-



LS 44-947

battery, this battery is described as an All-State high 
voltage, internal connector battery with the identifying 
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular 
plastic case on three sides of the battery. It also bears 
the marking ”F-41 B E 8, square 48” located on the top 
of the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date 
code ”C-8” indicating the battery was manufactured in 
March, 1968, is contained in a small white decal on the 
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office 
is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying 
this battery and through which retail outlet same may have 
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/68.

No leads are being set forth herewith by the Louis­
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery 
but same is being left to the descretion of the 00 as 
indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office 
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

-3-











PLAINTEXT 

ffixnm URGENT

4/27/68

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) .

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

KURKIN, CR.

RE BUTEL TO ALL SACS , APRIL TWENTYSIX SIXTYEIGHT ANO 

8T. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU, XT AL. APRIL TWENTYSIX SIXTYBIGHT.

re jraiLJ^OTa^TOi number three on pour seven 
FOUR THREE OKE. . / ' . ; .

DAVTDJT^LANSDRN^  ̂ CAIRO, ILLINOIS, ADVISED

TODAY THAT HE HAS HAD BENNY K. PINKSTON AS A CLIENT ON TWO OR

THREE OCCASIONS. LANSDEN STATES THAT PINKSTON IS A HEARTLESS 

INDIVIDUAL WHO PROWESSES TO BE A SEPARATIONIST AND USUALLY 

ACQUIRES SMALL AMOUNTS OF MONEY FROM BUSINESSMEN IN THE

WHITS COMMUNITY BY SOLICITING DONATIONS IN ONE AND TWO DOLLAR 

AMOUNTS TO PROMOTE HIS SEPARATION OF THE RACES PROGRAM.

LANSDEN STATED THAT PINKSTON USUALLY CARRIES A QUANTITY 

OF JOHN BIRCH LITERATURE AND DISTRIBUTES SAME AND GENERALLY

OPERATES IN THE SIKESTON, MISSOURI OR FORREST CITY, ARKANSAS AREA

1 - SI (44-561)
V-r Little Rock (AM) 
all Meophis (AM)

(B)

atm , „„C 1

APR2 91968
-MlZ®!~MEMPHIS



81 44-561

/ LAHSDEW UNABLE TO RECALL AMY CONVERSATION WHEREIN 

PINKSTON THREATENED LIFE OF KING MOR DOES HE RECALL PINKSTON 

Em CONSULTING HIM AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF HE KILLED KING. 

LAN8DEN STATES TO THS BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, PINKSTONS PROBABLY 

IM FORREST CITY, ARKANSAS, WHERE HE HAS A MOTHER AMD OTHER 

RELATIVES. LAN8DEN STATES TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION HE LAST 

SAW PINKSTON TORES OR FOUR YEARS AGO. P.

COPIES MAILED LITTLE ROCK AND MEMPHIS.
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FBI

Transmit the following in

Date: 4/27/68

PLAINTEXT _______
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE _____ ;_______ URGENT___________________________________J
(Priority) ।

______ ;____________________ ___________________________________ ;_________________ __ L

/TO: SAC, ATLANTA - --

FROM: SAC, COLUMBIA (44-299)

MURKIN.

DR. WILLIAMHUTTO^ONE EIGHT ONE NINE MARION ST., 

COLUMBIA, SC, ADVISED HE OBSERVED AT EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM

TODAY ON INTERSTATE TWENTYSIX A GRAY VOLKSWAGEN, TWO DOOR, 

BEARING SIXTYEIGHT GA. LICENSE SEVEN D EIGHT TWO ZERO FIVE. 

TRAVELING AT HIGH RATE OF SPEED TOWARD COLUMBIA. DR. HUTTO

COULD ONLY SEE PROFILE OF DRIVER AND IS OF OPINION LONE

PERSON IN CAR RESEMBLES SUBJECT.

HANDLE. AIRMAIL COPY FURNISHED MEMPHIS.

END-—--

£0 44-299 J

Memplfis (AM) 
TDS:nms ,

\

Approved: —:--------------------------------- : t Sent M Per_________ ______
Special Agent in Charge
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FSjl 'ILIAOS (44-33'1)
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-133030 ni-L® FOUL TO STYLISH? SIXTY” I XT, PASS SI SHI-3,











SI 44-561

PACK TWO

LISTED AS I OKE FIVE SIX SIX TWO THREE FOUR XUS SEVEN SIX 

rm two rm eight, this license originally issued for a 
NINETEEN FJTTYFOUR FORD PICKUP, IN WHICH DRIVER'S LICENSE

FIVE TWO FIVE EIGHT FIVE. THESE ARE WOT ILLINOIS DRIVER'S

LICENSE, f ‘ . / ' . . / .

DRIVER'S LICENSE SECTICK, SPRINGFIELD, ADVISED 

DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER M^TWO OKS SIX DASH FOUR FIVE ZERO TWO

ZERO FIVE |

fm m >: 1 EXPIRES

DASH*

SEVER SIXTININE AND DESCRIBED HIM AS FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, 

OWE HUNDRED NINETY POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, ME RTES, DATS OF BIRTH

  APPLICATION REFLECTS 

HE IS SELF-EMPLOYED AND D/B/A/J. J. MC GOVERN MOTOR SERVICE, 

ROSEMONT, ILLINOIS.____________ J_________________ .

DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER V SIX THREE TWO ZERO DASH

THREE TWL CHE THREE DASH FIVE TWO THREE'FOUR ISSUED DECEMBER 

EIGHT, SIXTYBEVEN TO GEORGE ®W THREE THIRD STREET,

WORPHYSBORO, ILLINOIS. LICENSE EXPIRES DECEMBER SWT, SIXTYEIGHT

POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, HAZEL EYES, DOB
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■ <W^ Clearwater,
- WM M IH0«IS AJWTIJF BMLT was *rre«te<l 3/30/67 W ;

r»fu«ct of Maaatee Coast y, Fl*. Wo charge shown. 8he 
MidtlBt BOtT/WMllM Cmty 80 #4008, is4«»rlMas -. 
a wMIh'Wlet'.tiwwQZZl-^^l^^  # lbs.,
brown hair, blue <^m, ra#)’enflexiai, WMMM m iu 
hodro, Clearwater. She said BOO^ wan tingpr^int^ at the. 
tine aadretora was received fres ti» Identification Bivision 
ef the FBI ladicatiag no prior record. .



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

fed^l burea^^Binvestigation

V Date 4/23/68

JOHN HUBEART WILLARD was interviewed at his 
place of employment, Day-Brite Lighting Company, Tupelo, 
Mississippi, and after being advised of the nature of 
the inquiry and the identity of the interviewing Agents 
was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Number 306 443 A, and photographs 
of RAY taken while using the name ERIC STARVO GALT. 
WILLARD stated that the photographs were unfamiliar to 
him.

WILLARD also stated the following names were 
unknown to him: .

W. C. HERRON
JAMES MC BRIDE
JAMES O'CONNOR
JAMES WALTON
JAMES WALYON 
EARL JALES

WILLARD further stated that he is a married man 
with a family and does not hang around bars.

WILLARD commented that the only traveling he 
does is to visit relatives in Southaven, Mississippi, a 
suburb of Memphis, Tennessee, and further commented that 
he does not visit any bars in Memphis on these occasions, 
and does not hang around the City of Memphis on these 
visits.

4/22/68. Tupelo, Mississippi n Jackson 157—9586On------------------------- at ---------5------- ’--------------- --- ___________File #______________________ _______

SA FRANCIS G. HONAN and
by __ _______SA-JOHN S. CASTLES :FGH;bal_________ Date dictated 4/22/68 '
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Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via______ AIRTEL_______ AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

RE: J0HN HUBEART WILLARD
TOTOTggrWSSISSIP

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are three copies 
and for Memphis and Birmingham two copies each of an FD-302 
reflecting interview of JOHN HUBEAR.T WILLARD on April 22, 1968.

JOHN HUBEART WILLARD, Pontotoc, Miss., who is 
employed by the Day-Brite Lighting Company, Tupelo, Missis­
sippi, was interviewed by Special Agents and exhibited 
photographs of Subject JAMES EARL RAY. Background investi­
gation has previously been conducted concerning WILLARD and 
his whereabouts during the pertinent period and he has been 
eliminated by witnesses. He was working during the pertinent 
period and this has been substantiated by active investiga­
tion. WILLARD was questioned concerning his associates and 
contacts over the past two years and indicated he can recall 
no incidents where he could have ever come in contact with the 
subject in this matter.

3 - Bureau (Enco 3)
2 - Birmingham (Enc. 2) 

(T)- Memphis (44-1987)(Enc. 2
2 - Jackson
FGH:lsk
(9)

Approved; ------------ :--------------------------------Sent ___________________M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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F

te:
4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM;

RE:

SAC. SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P)

MURKIN 
CR

RE CARS STOLEN FROM STATE OF GEORGIA ------ -

Re Atlanta aiptel to the Bureau, 4/22/68

In connection with the leads set forth in 
referenced airtel the following investigation was conducted 
by the San Antonio Division:

On 4/23/68 GEORGE HETZEL, NCIC Section, and 
DON OVERSTREET, Modus Operandi Section, Texas Department 
of Public Safety, Austin, Texas, advised that no central 
index ’is maintained by Department of Public Safety that 
will reflect stolen cars recovered in Texas that were 
reported stolen in the State of Georgia.

HETZEL stated that a normal check on a recovered 
automobile with an out-of-state license would be with the 
Motor Vehicle Division or State Police of the state 
of registration. That agency should have records of all 
stolen vehicles recovered that were registered by that 
agency.

3 Bureau
2 - Atlanta (44-2386)
1
1

2

Dallas (Info) 
El Paso (Info) 
Houston (Info) 
Memphis (44-1987) 
Savannah

2 - San Antonio 
JMK/dte 
(14)

[SEARCHED..... ... .INDEXED! 
SERIALIZED.../). FILED.

APR 29 1968
FBI — MEMPHIS

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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Wl ItMttK, m O4i»lft)
mill MG, IHIIMBW (190-427) «

MalKTl MBK» -

. ' : ' (OOt HEM?HIS) ’ ' •

Re Atlant* alrteKto Bureau and All Continental 
0ffk«, 4/25/#, / J^glW

„ Mt WSmmWKGIA

- On April 33* 1368, Communieatlons
and Anto theft Section, California Highway Patrol, Sacramento, 
California, furnished * complete Hat of ear# stolen froa 
Georgia which ware recovered in the State of California 
aubseguant to March 33, IMS, Mo oar# wore recovered in ■ 
the territories named by the Memento er San Diego 
Division#, . ' -

. Io# Angele*, San Diego, and San Francisco were •
advised telcphonleally of the result# of above check.

3*Bumu 
2-Atlant* (44-2386) 
1-10# Aigeles (44*1574)

(^Memphis (441887) 
1-San Diego 
1-San Francisco 
2-Sacraiaento - 
GMStela 
(12)
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