FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI
Date: 5/6/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

t.___L__._._...——__._.<

MURKIN
CR

RE CARS ASTOLEN FROM STATE OF GEORGIA

Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau and all offices
4/25/683 San Antonio airtel to Bureau 4/25/68,

The files in the 26 classification of the
San Antonic Division, in which San Antonio is origin and
which were opened between 3/23/68 and 4/u4/68, were reviewed
with negative results concerning cars recovered which were
stolen in Georgia, .

San Antonio is conducting no further investigation
in this phase of this case, ‘

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

- Bureau (RM)

. Atlanta (44-2386)(RM)
Dallas (u4u4=2649)(Info)(RM)
E1l Paso (Info)(RM)

Houston (44=1509(Info)(RM)
Memphis (44=1987)(RM)
Savannah (Info){(RM)

San Antonio
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Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

*\\ ®

FBI
Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in
: i\ . (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ATIRMATIL
(Priority)

t_.__L.—_—.-_..____.——_———

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157~9586) (P)
MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel to Jackscn, Dallas, and
Jacksonville 4/25/68.

v Referenced Bureau airtel sgt out instances
of threats from the main file on KINZ. .13} '

’ Paragraph 2 of refefenged communication con-
cerning SAM HOLLOWAY BOWERS, JR.4 Imperial Wizard, WKKKKOM

reportedly maKing a statement at a Klan meeting near
Harrisville, Mississippi on 11/15/64, that two men had
requested his permission to shoot KING,

A review of the Jackson file in this matter
disclosed that two Jackson informants furnished this
information.

- Bureau ((ﬂy)
- Memphis (44=1987) (Info) (k)
2 ~ Jackson (157-9586)
(1 - 157-18)
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Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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JN 157-9586

JN 23-R (PROB) advised on 11/16/64 that
at a state-wide meeting of the WKKKKCM near Harrisville,
Miss. on 11/16/64 SAM BOWERS was asked by an unknown
Klansman why MARTIN LUTHER KING was not killed when he
came to Miss. during the Summer of 1964. BOWERS allegedly
replied that two men came to him who claimed they were
good with a rifle and wanted his approval to take care
of KING. BOWERS stated at this particular meeting that
he gave these two men strict orders not to take any
chances whatsoever and added that these two men never
returned and he heard no more concerning this matter.

Oon 11/16/64 JN 55-R (PROB) advised that during
the same state meeting as set forth above, some individuals
reported that MARTIN LUTHER KING had expected to come to
Mc Comb, Miss. on Monday, 11/16/64 and that all business
places in Mc Comb would be tested by integrationists on
that date. Someone remarked that something should be done
about this and SAM BOWERS stated that when MARTIN LUTHER
KING last toured the State of Miss., two men were assigned
with high-powered rifles to take care of KING, but plans
went amiss when KING took a route other than the one he
was supposed to. BOWERS stated that these two men are
working on this matter. He did not ideng%fy the two men.

On 4/30/68 JN 23-R (PROB) was located and inter-
viewed. He could add nothing further to the information he
furnished on 11/16/64. '

On 5/1/68 JN 55-R (PROB) reported that he had
nothing additional concerning the above incident.

- JN 55-R (PROB) was contacted during the evening
of 4/4/68 immediately after the assassination of KING and
he had no information of value at that time.

Other incidents summarized in referenced airtel’
are being investigated, where possible, to determine if any

persons concerned ¢# implicated in anyway with KING's death.
ok
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eV, 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

(Priority)

TO DENVER

FROM MOBILE 157-2627
-
MURKIN, CR, MO ME %ny'

/ .

;
RE JAMES E, RAY, THREE ELEVEN MAY ST,, MONTGOMERY, ALA,

M. L. GRIFFIN, VICE PRESIDENT, RADCLIFF MATERIALS CO,,
MOBILE, ALA,.,, ADVISED JAMES E. RAY, WM, RESIDENCE THREE ELEVEN
MAY ST., MONTGOMERY, ALA,, WORKED FOR HIS COMPANY AT MOBILE AS

& WELDER FEB, TWENTYSIX THROUGH MARCH ELEVEN LAST, VOLUNTARILY

QUITTING, THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS BORN | , CLANTON,

ALA,, SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

\ , CLAIMED SERVED USN NINETEEN FORTYTHREE - FORTY

SIX. ) S .
o
GRIFFIN RECEIVED LETTER TODAY FROM JAMES E, RAY, CARE OF

SO WHEATLAND, WYOMING, ASKING THEM TO SEND MONEY DUE FROM EM-

REVIOUSL
PLOYMENT. GRIFFIN - STATED THIS MONEY HA.T)}B’:?T-'TN SENT TO RAY'S

HOME ADDRESS IN MONTGOMERY, ALA,, AN ol HAD. NOT. BEEN-—

SEARGHED_.____JNDEXE[.);
END PAGE ONE SERIALIZED__ 2 FILED 22—

£ 1068
VIR1 O IV

PV, ﬁ-}hemphis (AM) FBI— MEMPHIS

2y

Approved: /v /V M '
Specicl Agent in Charge .
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D36 (Ret. bo0o64

Fgl

Datea:

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Prioricy}

MG 157-2627
PAGE TWO
RETURNED.

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT ONE JAMES E, RAY, SAME HOME
ADDRESS, MONTGOMIRY, ALA,, CLAIMING NSN EIGHT NINE THREE TWO
EIGHT SIX THREE HAD GIVEN BLOOD AT LOCAL CENTER, MOBILE
MAR, TWELVE LAST,.

AS THIS INDIVIDUAL REPORTEDLY SERVED IN USN AND REPORTEDLY

OLDER THAN SUBJ RAY IT WOULD APPEAR NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

WH capiteDd
DENVER SHOULD INTERVIEW JAMES E, RAY AT Wﬁé#?%N, WYOMING

SO AND VERIFY NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJ AND DETERMINE ANY
POSSIBLE RELATIONSHIP WITH SUBJ RAY.

AM COPY TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge
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.  ommcron, rRI u‘mnsn '
PROMS  SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) (»)
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' Re Bureau sirtel to J“ksm DL and JK, 4/25/6!,
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) '

“’Yﬁ " op
FBI
. Date: 5/3/6G8
| .
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRVATL

(Priority)

Bureai (44-388061)
Menmphis (44-1987)
Louisville

FROM: SAC, Jackson (157-9586) (P)

MURKIH
(00: ¥

.
EMPHIS)

Re Bureau airtel to Jackson, Dallas, Jacksonville,
deted 4/25/68.

Referenced Bureau airtel indicated that the
on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. had been reviewed
threats against KIN"‘ vere set ro;_ th., Awmong
threats was.: the fié}@%}n"
"Jackson Of£fi éé/;é/te;etype 9/17/66, entitled
'"Unsub; alleged plzan Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
G enrdm, Miss., Raciz, : ' reported that the
av, EMrETT BAR?I LDf al ‘or, First Presbyterian Church,
o his identity be concealed,
rish told i

}-J- -
[ el

o =

r

.

3

)
“

nim two white
of Grenada planned to assassinate RING on
at Grencda. These men c.'_L]_efred]_v wanted to retain
tﬂe attorney should they be charged."

A review of Jackson file 157-5712, on 4/27/68,
disclosed no additionzl information other tn("n as summarized
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Special Agent in Charge
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JN 157-9586 .

Inquiry at the First Presbyterian Church,
renada, Miss., disclosed that Rev. EMMETT BARFIELD is
no longer located in Grenada, Miss.

On 5/3/68, EDUARD THQMPSON, (Protect), U. S.
Postmaster, Grenada, Miss., advised that his records
disclose Rev. EMMETT BARFIELD is now located at 113 Woodmont
Drive, Paris Kentucky, zip code 40361.

ILEAD:

LOUISVILLE DIVISION

AT PARIS, KENTUCK

Will locate Rev. EMMETT BARFIELD et 113 Woodment
nd attempt to determine from him the identity of
orney at Grenade, Miss., who furnished Rev. BARFILELD
¢ cbove information and immediately edvige the
n Office.
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FBI
Date: 5/8/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

—_

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3B861)

SAC, ATLANTA (u44-2386)(P)

- MURKIN
(00s MEMPHIS)

Re Dallas airtel to Bureau, 5/1/68, regarding
alleged offer of $100,000 by White RAights of the Ku Klux
Klan (WKKKK), Jackson, Miss., to ahyone who kills MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. _ -

Enclosed for Jacksonville are two coples each of
Dallas airtel to Bureau, 6/6/67, Kansas City airtel to
Bureau, 7/21/67 and Dallas alrgel to Bureau, /5/1/68.

On 5/8/68, Mr. J. B, MC WHDRTngDSpencer International
Press, 2335 Brannen Road, Atlanta, Ga., advised DONALD JAMES
¥IS s no longer employed by this company, having left
Approximately December, 1967, to go to Corpus Christi, Texas,
where he was employed by the Americana Encyclopedia Co.
MC WHORTER stated he recently learned that NISSEN is working
in Panama City, Fla., selling a safety device which operates

3 Buresau

1 - Jackson (Info) = . oy 7
- Jacksonville (Ene. 6 /Y ’/&/'/ﬂoééw’g B
@ - Memphis (44-1987) - SEARCHED.—INDEXED_2
- Atlanta SERIALIZED_A;FILED.
JTB: lee ' MAY - 9 1968

(10 ) FBi —‘MEMPHISW
e/ ‘ @

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386

as a gyroscope. He stated the name of the unit is he Auto
Safety Control and the company offiee is located 4An Reno,
Nevada. MC WHORTER stated HAROLD B. FITZGERA is presently

located with the Spencer Irnternational Press at 3801 Kirbey
Drive;, Houston, Texas.

LEADS

JACKSONVILLE

At Panama City, Florida:

Will locate DONALD JAMES NISSEN and interview for
any information he may have obtained re alleged offer
to kill KING since NISSEN's release from jail on 6/19/67.
For info Jacksonville, the Jackson Offiee in July, 1967,
advised the WKKKK were in bad finanelal straights, having a
difficult time raising enough money to defend members of
this orginization aftér their arrest.

Information ecopy furnished Jackson inasmueh as present
Investigation being conduscted that Division.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:

LSS5
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

Do 2

(Priority)

DIRECTOR C4A 383361) AND ATLANTA

RICHMOND - P =~

MURKIN = CR

REF ATLANTA TEL TO RURREAU FOUR
' 1)
THIS DATE ALLAN HUMPHRIESS

PAN uaﬂICAN AIRLIﬁfg: DULLES INTERNATIONAL ATPPORTs CHANTILLYS
VIRGINIA; ADVISED HIS MANIT“ I FOR DELTA AIRLINES 1L£G.1 ONE
ZERO SIX DEPARTING ATLANTA fDUQ SIR SIXTYjEIGHTg NOT FOIUR FIVE
SIXTYjEIGHT; REVEALED PASSENGER BURNE QCCUPIED SEAT
MANIFEST REVEALED FLIGHT DEPARTED ATLANTA FOUR FIFTY PMs FOUR SIX
SIXTY:EIGHT: ARRIVED DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SIX TWENTY FOUR

ME DATE. AND LEFT DULLES INTERNATIONAL ATIRPORT FOR LONDONS
ENGLQND.SEVEN 2 DATE: VANIFEST REVEALED BURKNE STAYED ON BOARD
DULLES AND CONTINUED T0 LOMDOn-

ADVISEZD NOT NECESSARY FOR PASSENGERS TO GO TP’OUCH

CUSTOMS UWHEN DEPARTING COUNTRY RQT NECESSARY WHEN RE-ENTERING
COUNTRYf FOR INFO ATLANTA, THERE IS NO DELTA INTERNATIONAL BUT

THERE IS A DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.

S SISt g
St D7 LS /z

HUMPHRIES ADVIan ;AboﬂOKTS OF PASSENGERS FOR THIS FLIGHT

VOULD RE CHECKED RY DELTA AIRLINES WHEN BOARD .
SEARCHED JNDEXED

A< Memphis - - - c- ... . |SHAZED 5 FLED
1 - Bichmond o | APR 2 91968

E FBI-—%EMPHIS |
s

Y~ v
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FD-36 (Rey, 5-22-64)
&
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FBI

Date: ,/0¢/53

Transmit the following in

MURKIN (CONTe)

ADVISED IF FUXRTHER INFO RE BURNE COULD BE OBTAINED.

FROM DELTA AIRLINES, RESERVATIONS AT ATLANTA.

MAIL COPY TO MEMPH

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

IT/7LLC

IT WOouULD

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:  April 26, 1968

Transmit the following in PIATIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE ' URGENT
(Priority)

TO: SAC, JACKSON
FROM: SAC, COLUMBIA (44-289)

MURKIN CIVIL RIGHTS J

SGT. ROBERT R. ELDRIDGE, X CHAR'LESTON.AFS CHARLESTON sc. (cox
N & :
ADVISED TODAY THAT WHILE STATIOVED KESSLER ATB, MISS., PRIOR TO SEPT|.

ﬂ

SIXTYSEVEN DID BUSINESS AT FERVWOOD TEXACO STATION FERNWOOD, %}'

WHICH IS IN PART OF CITY OF BILOXI, MISS v
- OWNER OI" STATION WAYNE RODG FR%DGE?S HAD TWO EMPLOYEES

ONE OF THE EMPLOYEES, NAME UNRECALLED, DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, FORTY
FIFTY YEARS OLD, FIVE FT'EIGHT ENCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LS., |STATED
MANY TIMES THET HE KNEW OF A MAN THAT W ULD PAY THREE IUNDRED FIFTY
THOUSAND TO FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS TO SOMEONE TO KILL KING.
ELDRIDGE DESCRIBEDEMPLOYEE AS THE OLDER PERSON OF THE TWO PERSONS
EMPLOYED BY RODGERS.

ELDRIDGE SAID WHEN EE LEFT AREA RODGERS INDICATED MOVING BUSTNE
TO SHELL SERVIGE STATION THAT IS LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET FROM GUS
'STEVENS, A WELL KNOWN RESTAURANT IN SIL@OXI, MISS '

JACKSON LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RODGERS AND EMPLOYEE RE iEQVE
MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AM. ' ARMED AND DANGERaééz /957 b

SEARCHED INDEXED.. ol
| seriauzen 4y _F’LEDM
"APR291968 %

FBI— MEMPHIS
” 4‘-7-!-"'

C Spegial Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

a .
v
-~ . -

FBI

Date:

5/1/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Columbia teletype to Jackson, 4/26/68, with
airmail copy furnished to Memphis.,

Referenced teletype géts forth information from
Sergeant ROBERT R, FS, Charleston, South Carolina,
(CONCEAL ID TY) wherein ELDRIDGE states he was stationed
at Keesler Air Porce Base, Mississippi, prior to September,
1967, and did usiness at Fernwood Texaco Station in Biloxi,
Mississippi

py He advised that the owner of the station was WAYNE
EODGERS @and that one of RODGERS's employees, a white mile,
A years old, was heard to state many times that he

knew of a man that would pay a large sum of money for someone
to kill KING.

Investigation at Biloxi, Mississippi, disciosed the
following: g

LOWELL WAYNE ROGERS, Owner, FermWwood Texaco Service
Station, loca nterviewed and states that prior to
September 1967, he and WOODY PRINGLE were partners in the

fif =/ 0 D - 7

SERRCHED. .. INDEXED. . L)
SERIALIZER g FIED

JLP:ccs MAY 51968

(5) FJ\\CéZ BT =MEMPHIS - éz;zf
Approved: ; M P% ; ' '

Specml Agent ’In Charge

Q;)- Memphis ( p4>
1 - Columbia (44-289) (Info) ((m)
2 -~ Jackson

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

Fernwood Texas Stapion and that during that period of time,
in addition to hjifiself and PRINGLE, an individual identified
as THOMAS MOODY, a white male, age approximately 44, and
JOE SWANIER, Negro male, approximately 28, were employed
at the station, _

ROGERS advised that he has never heard either PRINGLE
or MOODY make any comment which could be construed to indicate
that either of them was aware of an individual who would pay
a great sum of mofey to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ROGERS
adv sed that he has never made suchca comment himself,

ROGERS advised that at the present time PRINGLE,
MOODY, and SWAINER were working at the Fernwood Service
Station, Biloxi, Mississippi. He said that to the best of
his knowledge neither MOODY nor PRINGLE were particularly opposed
to the civil rights movement and ayé not known to have ever
been members of any organization gpposed to the civil rights

THOMAS BLOUNT MOODY fias interviewed at Biloxi,
Mississippi, on 4/26/68. He advised that to the best of his
recollection he never made the comment to anyone
that he knew anyone who would be willing to pay a/large sum
of money to see that Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,”JR., was
killed, MOODY indicated That heé 18 hot opposed to the civil
rights movement although he did not feel that the methods
employed by certain civil rights leaders, including Doctor .
KING, were in the best interest of the country. He indicated
that he regretted that Doctor KING had been murdered and felt
that it was a tragedy for the nation., MOODY wehemently denied
that he has made such a statement concerning the murder of KING.
He stated that on occasion when he drinks he might make a
statement of this type just to show off. He indicated that
if such a statement was made, it was certainly no basis for
it in fact.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

WOODROW W, PRINGLE, JR., was interviewed at
Biloxi, Mississippi, on April 27, 1968.

PRINGLE stated that he has been acquainted with
MOODY for several years and considers MODDY to be an honest,
trustworthy individual. In the years that he has known MOODY,
he stated he has never heard MOODY make any statement which
might indicate that he was violently opposed to the civil
rights movement in this country. Specifically, PRINGLE
‘stated he has never heard MOODY make any type of comment
which could be construed to indicate that MOODY knew of an
individual who would pay a large sum of money to have
Doctor KING killed. He stated to the best of his knowledge
MOODY has never been a member of any Klan or hate=-type

organization and has never shown a propensity for violence
in tegard to the civil rightsijzﬁgzt.

JOSEPH (NMN) SWAINER‘was interviewed at Biloxi,
Mississippi, on April 27, 1968.

SWAINER, a male Negro, advised that prior to September,
1967, he was employed by ROGERS and PRINGLE at the Fernwood
Texaco Service Station., During thi8 period of time he worked
with an individual named THOMAS MOODY, and he indicated he
thought he was very well acquainted with MOODY. He said he
never heard MOODY make any type of comment which might indicate
MOODY was aware of an individual who would pay a large sum of
money to see MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., killed.

SWAINER said he has no reason to believe that MOODY
is now or ever has been a member of any Klan or hate-type
organization,

All of the above investigation was conducted by
SA PAUL A, MEISSNER, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




JN 157-9586

- Inasmuch as the above investigation is purely
negative, FD 302s containing description and background
information are being retained at Jackson.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ .

FBI
Date: 4-26-68

PLAIN TEXT

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGEN

(Priority)

T0 SAC, CLEVELAND (44-565)
FROM SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS |

RE CLEVELAND TELETYPE THIS DATE.

VIN IN RETEL REGARDING WHITE SIXTYEIGHT FORD GALAX
EIGHT W FIVE SIX F ONE THREE EIGHT THREE NINE ow

SUTEL TO WHOM DELIVERED.

1l -~ Memphis,
1l - Louisville

CAI({é g br

sﬁmcnml _ mozxsojﬁ
semAqun.é__.F:LED__&%
APR 2 91968

FBl — MEMPHIS

722, 1R
V4
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o 4/26/68
'PLAINTEXT i

Cwenevves o oRoENT

~ SAC, HOUSTON

sac. SAN ANTONIO (44s1z4;)Li_f_g_"

MURKIN
Rﬁ TEXAS LICENSE NKR FOUR WO FIVE LOOK—ALIKE.
RE HEW ORLEANS TEL TG SAN ANTONIO, APRIL TWENTYSI_;

FOR INFO HOUSTON RE TEL srawzs BERT Hynz,.nsponrzng'”f

STATES ITEM NBWSPAPER, NEW ORLEANS, TELEPHONICALLY
AEFED APRIL TWENTYSIX INSTANT THAT onzvnnsxnrnov:ca,
PORT SULPHUR, LA., OYSTER AN, A uvxsmn HIM ON FRIDAY,’
~°.APRIB‘SINETEEN LAST, HE osqsnvzn A PERSON DRIVING a GREEN
- OLDSMOBILE WITH BLACK VINYL TOP, TEXAS LICENSE NKR FOUR
TWO FIVE, WHO LOOKED LIKE THE PHOTO OF JAMES EARL_ RAY.
 RE TEL ALSO REQUESTED SAN ANTONIO TO IMMEDIATELY
CHECK OUT, DETERMINE OWNER, LOCATION, DRIVERS INFORMATION,
' AND OTHER INFORMATION WHICH WILL ASSIST IN ELIMINATING

¢ / /ﬂ/?/&/;/f -2 /

END PG. ONE o - SEARCHED
o . SERIALIZED..4,.... FILED

@— New Orleans (M) [ %956

THE DRIVER OF INSTANT CAR.

T gemPgi: (fM) : : ) : ) FBI — MEMPHIS
R an onio - - : "
TIMK s jmb S ; rz}“K}éL‘” L
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 PAGE TWO
- sa 44—1242

ﬂﬂ.APRIL TWENTYSIX INSTANT TEXA9 DPS ADVISED

v’uxn FOUR TWO FIVE IS LICENSED FOR HARRIS couwmv; Howxvzn;

| DATA ON LICENSE NOT REPORTED TO TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
* BY HARRIS COUNTY TAX OPFICE. |
HOUSTON WILL HANDLE LEADS SET FORTH IN RE TEL.

END.
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36} ¥ast Chestnut Strest, Lancaster,
ﬁl m April 24, m,

uwm vhether any ot the
bus to Pittaburgh is identical the subject. At time
of mvm, orally nknwlom mipt of har letter.

() - Memphis
,.\WMW%

YL~ JDLY - S ho
SEARCHED......... INDEXED..
SERIALIZED.A5..... FILED

APR 25 1968

_/) FBI — MEMPHIS

7
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ea'bf. William O. (Wood, AN
@' Calvert Street, N. W, ’
ad&ngéon,ﬂs. 2. 20009
e

April 22, 1968

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th N. V.
Washington, District of Columbia

Subject: IIIVESTIGATION OF DR. KING'S ASSASSIN, RE: GALT-RAY.

My Dear Mr. Hoover:

Y wish to inform you that I have some very ‘hot' leads on your 11th most
wanted man, James Earl Ray; alias Eric Starvo Galt, John Willard, Harvy.
Lownyer and obviously many otherse

I do not believe that this man you are really searching for is the true
essassin of the Reve. Dre Martin ILuther King, Jr., vho was gunned dowm in
Merxphis, Tennessee on the evening of April 4, 1888. It is quite possible
he may be connected with a2 conspiracy plot of which was well planned some
time prior to the shooting.

Here are some detailed pointers that have pﬁzzle& me in many ways:

1. In the first place when Attorney General Clark went to Memphis
after King was slain immediately said there was no conspiracy involvede
Later on Galt was charged in conspiring to King's death by & single
¥ifle shot.

2. It vas reported that Ray was in the Missouri Stete Prison during
the years of 1964-65. Remember at this same time Galt was taking dancing
lessons in New Orleens, Louisiana. '

8. How about the true age of the suspect 2 I beliove witnesses at the
Lorraine lotel estimated his age at around 25 to 20. Your office in
issuing the warrent for Galt gave hisg date of birth as \ o
My ca:!_culation by this account would say that he is now 96 years of age.
On Friday, April 19, 1968 your headquarters announced he was 40.

e

4, ‘I have 'E;hrough good sources discovered that Ray was very d¢areless
and did not give much of a 'hoot' about his appearancess. On the other

2e.:.nd Galt tried his very best to appear very neat and well dressed at all
imes. —

SEARCHED,..%., ..... INDEXED
Se Also Galt was gquite fond of beer and vodka while Ra SERIALIZED.C. 0 FILED
noh"‘dr}‘u’ﬂ{e\l‘? PR AR ,i::‘. /" wnlle .Y wa VJ.I"LK}%\J]@QQ 1968‘

s

4 A FBI — MEMPHIS

s -
N ¢
6. Last but not least Ray was born in Alton, Illinois with M

Southern accent wherefore Galt wes noted as quite Southern and loved hig
good ole' Hill-Billy music. ' | ‘
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- FY .
F.BoI. Director J. Edgar Hoover (GALT-RAY INVESTIGATION) April 22, 1968 P #2

In order that I will be able to conduct a proper investigation that may
perhaps lead to the apprehension and arrest of this 'dangerous criminal',
T must first have full asuthority in the form of a Commission issued by your
Department or the President of the United States. It must be necegsary

" that I have a proper permit to carry a weapon as authorized for Special
Investigators in such cases. I will further need a clear photo (front and
gide view) of the suspecto

My commission was denied by the Metropolitian Police Depariment over two
(2) years ago. I have written several letters to Chief of Police Layton,
Director of Safety Murphy, D. Co Layor Washington, U, S. President Johnson
along with many other high officials. I failed to receive any responsSe
whatsoever in most cases. In other words I have not been properly informed
as to the reason why my commission is being denied in this instanceo

Meny times within the past Mr. Hoover, I have had the opportunity to help
in the apprehension of criminals, but without the authority, I am more or
less just like the other average citizens, "I do not care to get involved®.

Another point I would like to mention here if I may; I do not approve of the
“Poor Peoples Campaign March" on Vashington early in May. Although it is
intended as non-violent, it is quite evident that we vill witness a lot more
looting, rioting and burning. I herewith predict that the worse will come
to happen around londay, May 13, 1068, the week after “MOTHER'S DAY".

If something isn't soon done in order to combat crime and disorder within
our citles, we are heading for one of the worse revolutions of our time.
The so called Militant leaders are teaching (behind closed doors) their
followers just how they can win by breaking law and order.. They must be
purnished for the crimes they have committed regaxdless of the cost.

I honestly believe Mr. Hoover, you and your staff of some 6 ,OOO Special
Agents are doing a magnificent job. This is one great reason I would be
highly honored to work with you.

I will) be expecting a prompt answer along with my 0fficial Credentials
before it is too late.

I thenk you ir. Hoover. /

/

William O. Vood
Captain 1236
ASSOCIATED SPEC
INVESTIGATORS
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 Atrted

to: mac, W Field
”’ Pirecter, FBI (44-38861)

ammm. lmnw ,“mmm”

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED...£3..FILED

APR 29 1968

ﬁ\ — MEMPHIS
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fbmscron rnr (44-38861)

o w wro 7(44-7033 <P>

.J.f'_keBuairtel 4/25/53 i

S WFO has made numetous attempts ta centact WOOD at'f_’:iﬁ"j% o
“ihis maidence and telephonically each day from 4/29/68, to i .
5/2/68, with negative results, WFO is continuing efforts Lo
. to contact ‘WOGD and wﬂ.l aPPropriately ldvise the Bureau T
and Hemphis. R R G : RN

A - Bureau e
P Hemphis (Infa) (44-1987)
Ve m’acd
(5)

2 ! AIRTEL

" ¢BI — MEMPHIS
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apt. il . “Wood, cffe

1807 Calven: Strest, N. W.
..VVaA/;ingforz, D, £.20009

May 2, 1968

Mr. J. BEdgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon
DEPARTLENT OF JUSTICE
Washington, D. C, 20000

Dear Mf. Hoover:

I regret to report that my letter of April 22, 1968 has not been acknowledged
either by you or your agency.

Due to the fact I did not receive your proper authorization to investigate
on behalf to the suspected assassin of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. it
is now without doubt whatsoever entirely too late to retrace the true
evidence before me sometime ago.

sl

If I may, I wish to reiterate my statement in more complete detail sent to
you, but obviously ignored: On Thursday April 18th 1968 at approximately

6:40 P.X. I personally met and passed a man bearing almost idental description
to the one released by your office on Galt-Ray. I was quite shocked at this
encounter. I continued to walk down this street for almost a block.

decided to turn around and see if I could further proove to myself that this
was really the "wanted man". Lo and behold, I agzin met him coming in the
opposite direction than seven minutes prev1ous1J. He was dressed very =
neatly and was carrying a black brief cass under his arm. He even looked
worried at this instance. I kept him under surveylance until he disappeared
into a new apartment building., I wanted to follow the man, and also make an
inquiry at the apartment housa, but I have no police or other authority to
investigate, especially criminals of Rays' standing, I came very close to
calling your office immediately and making a complete report, but something
seemed to tell me that you would only drop the inquest and place me on the
list as only; "Another ‘'nut" trying to get publicity and at the same time
misleading the F, B. I. in their investigation".

I have only one more thing to say lr. Hoover. I absolutely do not have any
intention in disgrading your Depariment in any way whatsocever. I am only
offering my sincere services to do all within my limited powers to help in
the fight against crime and disorder in our country today.

I honestly believe that all murderers should b 3 %%md”%fé%léé“a d
properly prosicuted, and there should be no Péulatlon forpiding
certain law abiding officers to apprehend the hAA - 968

3 N FBI—
T would appreciate your prompt acknowledgemen to this importaﬁ@%ﬁatter
regardless of whether you belleve in me or not. Someday I hope to proove
ug report correct. " .

SR

Thank you Mr. Hoover. - §/§/ ;giZ/»f /

Very Respect
o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




 To: SAC, Washington Field (44~708)
Director, FBI (44-38861)

e Wiliam 0. Vool - Mhmnt.
Reurairtel aua-u and Busirtel

m lotttr received from Yood, dtm B—w m s

- One copy 1. enclosed for "ﬂ”“

l-vhh ﬂnfo) ‘M*xm) ne.

- /977
‘SEARCHED__,,.__.INDEXED.,‘,L;.-

SERIALIZED ... FLED—5 '
MAY - 9 1968

FBl— MEMPHIS
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o shorss

Rc autruh 6/25/68 and 517/68; m .hml 5/2/68. 2

i um.zm 0, WD mmem by WFO on s/a/sa and
advtnd that on 4/18/68, between 6120 and 6130 p..m., he
- observed an individual in the 1800 bloek of Columbia Road, -
N, M.; who resembled the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and .-~ - = -
“.i:  'that he subsequently saw this individual 80 to m I't(mmnde
L ,Apnrtuat:. 1834 Ctsltnbh Roqd !!. w. TR :

T : xmnigation at the Prmmdc Ammat: and
IR vieinity between 5/3/68 and 5/8/68 failed to idcntizy any
e ,lndivtdud tnunbling ﬂu phptognph of RAY. .

m h.s alerud soureas !.n thi.c area to ndviu ~ o L

S if the individual described by mon is seen 1n thc vicinity 7 _fiﬁ

of tha Pronamdc Apartnnntl. e ) } PR
@ u-npms (u-nw) 1Y 0 SR

mmu
g (6)

mm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LoTor nzmm: mx {44-33851)
*~-.rm m. mm (157-3231) (p)

= smx. AP! msxx uwr mmxm JOHN D, NAGAN, L

T—

‘rrmmaun ﬁm mrs:xuar. MA‘I'IBE

e mmn RKMARK ATTRIBUTED TO. HAGAK WHICE WAS m Am. wo. i

sxxmrxn, AT mm aw romu FLORIDA uam: cm AII

- ;;»xnmm mn AT owm, ?u., 0 mm THAT nxmu

MALX IN ALA. 70 DO AVAY WITH KING IN FLA. OB VABHINGTON, n.c.

g m TWO OME R ALSO STATED BAGAN PROSABLY Gor mu1s Amxn
' IKFO FROM LAYEENCE D. naam,‘ LDEXLY FORMER KLANSHAN WHO
o fj‘xs NO¥ KEFORTEDLY SKNILE. %O TWO GNE B UNABLE TO FURNISH
 URTHER DETATLS AND NAS ¥O RRASON To TNx m xmx.m
. ::"'-"nmmmmcxwmmxm e
1 - Atlanta (AN)

<L > Memphis (mxss'r) m)
R 'rnnpn (1 = 170-78A) -
o (1 = 170-~89A) e e

G- ;?Mau) :
(s}

R Fal _.M,;MPHAS
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o (157-4231)

“_‘,vl(rmnm - Tt B TR RV
’ mmﬂa m,mmwrzum msxx;

© SEVEN SEVEW, INTERVIENED DN SIXTYFIVE BY 1, PROTOG

Amunun,mmnnaummmnnsm. L

HAGAX AND WIFE ARR NOMINAL UKMBKRS OF ORANGE mﬁ errxma o

mmu,mrmmmmmamm - |
. ON APR. wmnm rymmmnunnmnm

;""mun 2, ¥EO KON HAGAN, BAD xo me mm m m’xm C e

‘lmm*anm.:' L e
TERSE TERER TANPA aomu mu mw ms mmxm S

i m I m’m mrzn mnm, m aswer
. LIKED BY mam mm or ms mumms uxs m | L

-xmmwrnu& "mnx"’

xnenmrs smowx mra or mms m w:, m 1«; m T

m x:m m, BUT mm m xmxn ii!. N
i umn. cm m umu m Amlm. L |
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. 4/20/68
PLAIN |

70:  DIRECTOR mmm R o TIME: 1:32
mo;:#_  PITTRBURGH (44-5'!8) e s ,‘73/

| uunxxu. B, 00 MEMPHIS

RE TAMPA TEL BUREAU, FOUR. n?én' ‘

susm RICHARD mxssm BALL. SR ,
'mvxa'rmuxou mmnsmme, V. VA., mtm 'rwnmsm m'r

f nxacwsxn mmmm LOCATED AT roun nom' ZERO om: FIRST AVE.,
S mmrr n 'mm 'txn. o

HO GURRSRT RECOBD CITY AHD TEL!PHGR! DIBICTORIRS LOCATBﬂ -

;‘Lé IDIN!!!TABLI ITTH RICHARD RVSSILL BALL

B xxmmmxou AT m't oFrICE, mnmsma, mnn TWENTYNINE |
nm'm, macwnn CHANGE or Annaxss FOR BALL DATED AUGUST
 FOURTERN axmroun, GIVING m Anmzxss OF THREX FOUR SIX mo
nomxu DRIVE, LAKELAND, FLA, | T
- TAMPA AT LAKELAND, FLA., A'rrm'r 0 mcxrx Axn INTERVIEW
muxmmowmnmx. T |

- ARMED AND mu@_q 8.
AIR MAIL MEMPHIS,

PRNDING, el 2/, ME 70,/3_
o - : L " | SEARCHED.....civen INDEXED.... Z5).....
' SERIALIZED.. 7 FlLED;

. MAY ?968

FBI -« MEMPHIS
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rm m, m (xn.mx) (r)

SR R N yaam, uu., mt«m&“& m AT
T "m". lakeland, Florida was contacdted st his yxm« T e
. of employment, mr. l, rmm m mmu -

,Md. wmm - i

T e, m msm h m m lmg i.u SRS
muu since §/64, at walch tise he went to mk :
-+ for Tood Transport Compiny, ss terminal sans Sl e o
.- Fe said he left Fosd Transport Company on 1/ /t?
. - snd wes wnewployed until 4/67, whem he went to work RET T
S ﬂu- tht ukoland !‘rauit mm, u R hu minr. S

' ;;{ m atated s nuniud st &pt mlwt
_ ;uly utu. the niddie of 10/67 and after a week or R
7 twe,. returned to Purkersburg, Weat Vivginia, r;; e
- Mre, BALL said while there he contacted CARL vmrm,
BTN - 5 ‘old Iriend, who owned & trugking company st m e
i 3ist Street, Parkersbupg, and nr.md ta open an
EERS f':':";..,;et:l.eo 1or hiu u nauu., S : 4 /4 /) Z_ﬁéél’

qLA )Cﬁc_[)_________JNDEXED

s S ¢ | semiAuzED FILED.
urgh ’(:imf{(«vm}f" o - 31968

Fl— MEMPHlS
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187 -3831

SN um. ndvuod he rotnrm to wmm iaf
11/67 and immediately opened an office for PROYFITT,

. He explained that PROFFITT sends him & schedule
_ every Saturday, listing the destinatioa in Flerids, m

. the time of arrival, of every company truck, for thu_

~ following week. ‘It is his job to arrange a load,

a5 gloae te the period of ulmdm u m&bm, torr

: m Mm trip mth. S

-; nuun-a tm mkly di.mtch Mt | RO
far thc mk ndm 4/8/88, 1t shond mtm leudl,~
_ ‘rmﬂed by m, tn‘r 4]‘ 3,‘ 7/'8 SRR LR

mw! tlyar #4424 me-run‘ m nn.

B PRI ool BALL, . Re stated that the s
" fn the photegraph was unfawiliar to him, He seid mzm
that seither the nane ur ser aay of the amm ~ o

f,v'-;,uth MY or snyons else is

5 Z;M eu th- ﬁycr were m h val mu&ntﬂ! ﬁtﬁ

w.;. wtemﬂ.euuz m:lod Baving W
he assassination of

Br. WARTIN LOTHER KING, Ne referred back to prévious

intervisw by the FBI concerning am alleged theft L
by him against KING snd stated that he still did lot

e ,;f'v'_mxm {be had made the mnt. but van tos

- .
& i

' A RMED FiND DA NGER @US L
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