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Father BRYANT WILLIAM BOWLES,
Ridge Apartments,
Buckhead Ridge,
Oksschobes, Florida
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The following investigation was conducted
by SA WELDON L, KENNEDY at Marathon, Florida, on
May 18, 1968.

DAVID DAY,/Deputy, Monroce County Sheriff's

Office Sub-station,/ Monroe County, Florida, advised that

RONALD K, PIERCE,.Age approximately 45 years old, is

an Indigent 10bster fisherman who is married and has
five children and to supplément his fishing income he
works part time as an automobile mechanic.

DAY further advised that PIERCE 1s a ;
long time resident of Marathon, Florida, who seldaom,
if ever, leaves the Florida Keys. As far_as DAY
knows, PIERCE does not hold a pllot's license,
has no interests in flylng, and does not own a plane.
PIERCE has had no affiliation in Cuba.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA PATRICK A, PHILBIN on May 18, 1968, in Belle Glade,
Florida.

Chief of Pgiice CHARLES GOODLETT (NA),
Belle Glade Police Pepartment, advised that he has known
WILLIAM PIER or about 35 years. He said that
used to own PIERCE's Quaters which was a
sort of "flop house" for migrant farm workers. However,
he advised PIERCE lost the business about six months
ago for non-payment of taxes,

Chief GOODIETT further advised that PIERCE
used to have an interest in cattle, farm land and a
"Ramey" machine he invented that wgwe hemp into cloth,
He continued by saying the PIERCE had made a lot of
money years ago but had lost it by making bad invest-~
ments over the - years.

Chlief GOODIETT stated he was very well acquaint
ed with BILL PIERCE and he is not a racist or a bigot.

Chief GOODIETT advised PIERCE is presently
working for the True-Flow Welding Company and lives
in Pahokee, Florida.

The records of the True-Flow Welding Company
showed that WILLIAM PIERCE was at work on April 4, 5 and

" 6, 1968.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROBERT W, WISEMAN at Boca Raton, Florida, relative
to ldentifyling the unknown individual at the Texaco
station located at U.S. #1 €nd Palm Aire Street, in
Boca Raton who was the recdiplent of a business card
from Mr, H D BRINKER

i v s e

Physical inspection of the Boea Raton area
developed that there is no Palm Aire Street, however
there is a Sunoco station located at the intersection
of Highway #1 and Rayal Palm Road, whieh appears to
be the logical location of instant service station.

Mr. BERNARD IRELAND, Jr., co-owner of instant service
station advised that beginning March 7, 1968, and for

a period of three weeks he employed one DALE WHITMAN,

whom he described as in his early twenties, very per-
sonable and an excellent public relations man with
customers. WHITMAN was dissatisfied with his employment
and was interested in bettering himself and left voluntar-
1ly to secure employment elsewhere with an unknown
uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Subsequent investigations identified DALE
WHITMAN's mother_ as Mrs. GORDON YOST, who resides
in a trailer lot #35, Tropic Gardens Trailer Park,
S. Federal Highway, Delray Beach, Florida, which 1s Just
north of the Boca Raton Clty limits. Mrs. YOST
interviewed on May 21, 1968, stated that her son
DAIE WHITMAN 1s an only child of a previous marriage
and his father is deceased, She stated that during
approximstely the middle of February, 1968, her
son phoned her from Chicago, Illinois, stating that his
wife had left him and that divorce action by her had
been instituted. As a result he came here to thils
area and resided with her and her second husband up
until May 7, 1968. She stated that he was very
dissatisfled with the employment apportunlities here in
South Florida, and had worked for a while at the
Sunoco station in Boca Raton, left there and worked
for an unknown uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, as
a truck driver and on the afternoon of May 7, 1968, came
home saying that he was going up north to seek better
employment, and that he would contact her at some later
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date when he got settled and left. She advised that she
has had no contact with him since and has no idea of

his current whereabouts but is of the opinion that he
would not go back to Chicago because of his unhappy
situation and divorce action. Mrs. YOST continued saying
that prior to coming to Florida, she and. her son DALE
resided for many years 1n the Warren, Ohlio area and that
she has two brothers in Warren, Ohio, now who her son
might contact. She stated that one brother or uncle of
DAIE WHITMAN i1s BYRD JAY LANE, who resides at 1594
Kuszmaul Avenue in Warren, Ohio, and that the other
brother ROBERT LANE also is in Warren, Ohio, address
unknown, but hlis address will be known to BYRD. She
added further that she has another brother named NOAH LANE
who resides at an unknown address in Celumbus, Ohio,

and his address also will be known to BYRD. BYRD JAY
LANE and ROBERT LANE are both employed by General Motors
Corporation in Warren, Ohio, The employment of NOAH LANE
in Columbus, Ohlo is not known to her,

Mrs. YOST continued saying that her son. DAIE
took most of his personal effects with him upon departure
including any correspondence, notes and similar items. She
stated that after he departed she did find some notes
with telephone numbers on them and business cards which
she threw away in the trash without reading and had no
knowledge of their contents believing that they were of no
value to her son or he would not have left them. Mrs,
YOST 1s unfamiliar with the name of H. D. BRINKER or
H. ROBERTSON BRINKER or the Riddle Factory Catering
Company of Detroit, Michigan. She does not recall her
son mentioning anything about this, but added that Bhe
does know that he was interested in bettering himself
and was makingevery effort possible while in this area
to get better employment than the two that he did have.
Mrs. YOST did divulge in the conversation that her son
DALE WHITMAN at age 18 had enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
shortly thereafter while being stationed in Balnbrildge,
Maryland, was involved with the Federal Government
concerning a car theft for which he had a two year
probationary sentence. She explained this 1s the reason
why she was initially reluctant to discuss her son's
whereabouts or possible whereabouts with the interviewing
agent,
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newspaper to SAs DAVID N, JBLLISOR and JOHN F, HANION, Jr.,
appeared at the Miami Office of the FBI at 6350 PM,

May 17, 1968, They stated that their editor was in
contaet with the Los Angeles Office of, the FBI as were
"los Angeles Times" reporters in seve other cities

in the United States.

They sta d in effect that a source who they
declined to identify had sold the "Los Angeles 'rms

Date
m é JOBN B. m who identified
thenselvex;a‘?i

some information/ regarding the assassination of MARTIN
IUTHER KING, J¥. They further stated that a named
WILLIAM P of Belle Glade, Florida, migh involved

“In the agsassination as was a EEN 'mom?son South Florida,

Specifically they stated that WILLIAM PIERCE
flew JAMES EARL RAY in a private plane from St. ILouis,
Missouri to Belle Glade, Florida, on April 5, 1968, and
BEN THOMP3ON then took RAY ocut to sea in a boat on
April 11, 1968.

They stated that their own investigation had
determined that there was a WILLIAM LINCOIN PIERCE
residing in Miami and a WILLIAM L, PIERCE residing
in Belle Glade, Florida. They stated further that they
had determined there was a BEN THOMPSON who owned three
boats and who was associated with EBast Coast Fisheries,
Miami, Florida.

At the conclusion of the interview, EKENDALL
and LARSEN stated that they desired to be furnished with
up-to-the~-minute information from the FBI Offiece in Miami.
They were Informed by SA JELLISON that no promises could
be made in that regard at whiech time LARSEN stated "Should
we be frozen out of any up-to-the-minute information, we
will eruci®y you."

It wags then restated that n J (/promises wounld be

— made.— M&fzjﬁﬂﬁ
SEARCHED .. . il.i.. &“’,
SERIAL«;’i_;),_..,,.‘,‘)..r;. . Vg, ,
Ol'l 5/17/68 at Mg Florida e s A !
SAs DAVID N, JELLISON and

JOHN F. HANLON/DNJ:pmg '~
by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI1 and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

p
1. Dat 5/20/68

Mr, BENJAMIN LARNARD JR., 12801 East
Randall Park ve, er ng informed of the identity
of the interviewing Agents, voluntarily furnished the
following information:

In March, 1967, he commenced workimg for Aerodex,
Miami. Prior to that time, he earned his living through
commercial fishing off the Flerida Keys.

" For a number of years he worked for East Coast

Fisheries, Miami. Inm this regard, he would operate boats

; through PETER SCHWARTZ who was one of the owners
of East Coast FPisheries. Four or five years ago, he operated
a 38 foot fishing boat named the "Virginia Lee" on which
SCHWARTZ held the mortgage. He returned this boat to SCHWARTZ
about 2 year later and switched the mortgage to a 48 foot
fishing boat named the "Niss Gayle,” on which SCHWARTZ
also held the mortgage. Approximately two and one~half or
three years ago, he and SCHWARTZ had financial differences,
and he left the employment of East Coast Fisheries.

Following this incident, he went in partnerships
with LOUIS LOBER, Miami, and purchased a 28 foot fishing
vessel, which had no name. He and LOBER fished commercially
until on or about August 1, 1966, at which time he soldhis
equity in this boat to LOBER dnd got out of the fishing
business entirely.

Most of his fishing was accomplished from Bakers
Haulover (Miami) in the north to Elliott Key in the south,
His fishing interests were in lobsters.

Approximately four years ago, he was arrested by
the British Govermment for fishing ¥or lobstdrs™in Bahamian
waters. He had been carrying on this activity for approxi-
mately ten weeks before hews caught. British aiuthorities
kept him in jail overnight and the following diy he was fined
$27 and 2llowed to leave Nassau with his boat with the
promise of not fishing in Bahami:n » waters again, He recalls
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that there was quite a bit of newspaper publicity for
a period of five days during this incident,

With regard to his former partner, LOUIS LOBER,
he spoke with LOBER about four months ago. At that time
LOBER still had the boat and was fishing. He noted the
reasoen he sold his interest ian the boat to LOBER, as '
mentioned above, was the fact he could not make a living
any longer in fishing. LOBER, whom he described as
being areund 37 years old, recently had an operatidm on
hiz throat for the removal of a2 growth from his "voice bex."
As far as he knows, LOBER has never been arrested and ia
fact, both he and LOBER went to school together in Miami
and he considers LOBER te be ®f good character and '
reputation.

With regard to his persomal whereabouts during
the peried from April 3 -~ 12, 1968, since January, 1968,
he has worked at Aerodex, lini, on & shift in vh:lch he
leaves howme around 2:15 p.m. and returas around 12:30 a.m,
On April 3, 4, and 5, 1968, he was working at Aeredex on
the above mentioned shift. On April 6 and 7, 1968, a
weokend, he remained home and did mot leave Miami or Dade
County, Florida. Frem April 7 - 12, 1968, he worked at
Aerodex on the above described shift.

He has never left the State of Florida with the
exception of going to New York City once when he was in
high schoeol.

He has never been in the State of Alabama and
he has never heard of the names EDDIE WILBURN, SAMUEL
LEWIS, WILLIAM PIERCE or BOB BRINKLEY. He does not know
anyone from Huntsville or Athens, Alabama and he has never
been in nor does he know anyone that drives an zutomobile
with a police radio.

He has never been in BellelGlade or Okeechobee,

Florida, and he does not know anyone that owns a motel, hotel,
cotgages or owns an airplane.
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Date

LELAND CLIFFORD PEMRCE,/ Owner, Buckhesd
Ridge Subdivision, Oksechobes, Florida, was advised
uthiiutityo!th RWMWQWMIW of
the Federsal Bureiin of Inveatigation and of his rights as
contiined in an exeexteod waiver of rights form., Upoa
signing the form PRARCE furmished the following informatiem:

Be wiiz in the cattle busimess in Cubs ia 1956
and 1957 and upon ledving Cubd he came to Obsechobee,
Florida where he doveloped the Buckhetd Ridge Subdivision,
of which he in the sole osner., Ne iz no longesr in the
chkttle business and devoies 411 of his time to the

not own Any hiuim :r eo&tmm; on tmm.tgm
eighteen yohrs, 0 going Cubas was

cattle m Belle Clade, Plerida. While in Belle
Glade he bechme SRcgukinted uith WILLIAM PIERCE, who alse
went to Cubk in the 1950°s to promote & middle ulst fiber
called "Raime™, He did not associate with WILLIAM PIERCE
and in fact enly spoke to him sbout & half & domen times,
not know what line of business WILLIAM PIERCE is
does he know how he could be located.

mot aow nor his he ever been & member of

nor is he sympithetic to their cause.
t following individuals; BOB and
nm BRICKIEY, BEN THOMPSON, EDDIE WILBURN mor JINM
emm, althc&h he his rend about JIM GARRISON inm

4 not do amy buildiag while in Cuba nor
GM hclim WILLIAM PIERCE did any buildiag while in
Caba, Be hiis never been to Eunsas City, Kummas or ‘
Eansas City, Missouri, and im fact the only places ke hag
beon outside of the gt&te of Flerida are New Orleans
for & cattle auction in the early 1950's, Mew York City,
Wu, 2.C., Thomesvrille, Georgin and Cuba, Ne
doos not osn & piane nor doss he do amy flyimg.
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He did not kill MARTIN LUTHER KING nor
does he kno¥y who did nor doss he know who might have
been involved in the murder of KNG, There is &
menber of the local Ku Klux Klan, JOEN THOEAS BOWLES,
who was capable of participting in the murder of KING,
BOWLES has a strong hatred for Negroes &nd was recently
tried in Martin County, Florfda for beating up & schoel
superintendent bectuse® of his efforts im integrétiang the
schools. BOWIES owns & smill two passenger Gub sirplsne
that he lkweps on Hog Isiand which is next to Buckhemd
Ridge., It is an open field without any lighting
facilities. Deputy CURTIS WRIGHET, Glades County Sheriff's
Office, had asked PEARCE to keep an eye on the airplane,
perticulsrly if the Klan w&s planning anything, so that
BOWLES® wherembouts could be accounted for. He recklls
that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING
he made it & point to check the airpiane and noted that
it was gone., The next morning, around seven AN, while
on his way to Okeechobee for coffee he noted that the
plane was there; however, when he returned approximstely
an hour later the plane wis gone. It was either the day
following the death of KING, April 5, 1968, or the next
day, April 6, 1968, that the airpiane was gone and stayed
gone for t two or three days. He had been told by
BOWLES' girl friend, MARY ENIGHT, & barmtid at the Fimn
and Feather Bar in Buckhead Ridge that BOWLES had gone
to Tampa to get his teeth fixed. BOWLES® R, GERALDINE,
is presently sesking & divorce although he believes they
are still living together., He sold BOYLES a couple of lots
in Buckhead Ridge and BOWLES buillt & home om one amd _
his brother-in-lsw, CHARLES P, GRIZZAFFE, bwilt thwe Ridge
Apartwents on the other lot, There &re about sixteen
units in the apartment, GRIZZAFFE is & businesSKEn..~
whe lives in Tamps, K FPlorida. BOWLES and his wife,
GERALDENE, mindge the apirtwents for CRIZZAFFE.
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He has never been a member of the Ku Klux Klan
and does not know anyome who is or was a member of ‘
Klan.

There &re ne other BEN THOMPSONs whe are fisherien
in the Miami-Key West, rloridumns far as he knows,
utighhutmm 13 BOK '
1967, while residing at 4220 X . 23:-(! Avenue, Miami. His
father give up full time fishing in QMMhohdhurt
treuble. Prier te that, im 1852, his father sold “
his boat. Frim 1952 to Nevember, 1967, his father was
seni-retired and only fished oemimnyo When his
father was much younger, he worked om a wrecking tug aad
at times, went to Cuba on this tug. HowevPy, his father
did not own any business in Cuba. He has never been to
Cuba himself and he has never had any interests in Cuba.

During the time he was 2z commercial fisherman,
he has had a great many individual deck hands, however,
to his knowledge, none of these individuals had ever
served any time in 2 prison or penitentiary.

He has a relative named RONNY PIERCE who is
about 35 years of age and who is a fisherman living in
Marathon, Florida, As far as he knows, HONNY has never
been in any trouble.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to
him and he felt the photographs showing RAY by himsmelf,
with the picture of RAY with sunglasses, looked familiar,
however, he could not be sure of this identification.
Possibly he may have seen photographs of RAY in the newspapers
or on television.

He emphatically denied being invelved in this
maitter in any mamner or under any circumstances. It is
a complete mystery te him if ¢r why his name would be
used in this matter. If someone iz using his name @n this
regard, then the ideantity of this individual is unkmown
to him.

The following descriptive data was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, JR.

Sex Male
Race White
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Date of birth
Place of birth
Height

Weight

Eyes

Hair
Complexion
Build

Marital Status

5'8"
140 pounds
Blue

Ruddy
Medium
Earried
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Date

Okeechobew, Florids, was ised of the uutity
dthmmm&mulmtdtMMI
Burehu of Investigttion 2ad of his rights &s contained
in vaexzecuted wsiver of righis form. BOWLES stated
that ﬂ;hng:. ho did :t m :o sign & waiver .ft
rights fern would © Bagwer any questions.
He then furnished the folliewing infermatien:

He and his wife, GERALDINE, msatge the Ridge
Apurtuents in Buckhetd Ridge. Mfararﬂwm
& wosk he werks & & gaide for fishiag pirties om lLsthe
Oloschobew . um&mllpﬂu&seﬁam
thst he howps on Hog Island, which is next te Buckbhesd

§

onmuc 1968, hmh ncrut,
at the dental Jab of EDWARD H. CALLANAN lecited
" Armenis Avenue. Ne had flown there early that
frem Oksechebee, Florida, for & 10:00 AN appointment.
To the best of h:ls recollection he was in the lab until
about 2:00 PM. After deaving the 1ad he returned to
Okwechobee, Floridea, and that evening he went to the
Fin and Peather Bar in Buckhead Ridge and it was while
bmst the bar he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
murdered. He made one or two trips to Tampa
he week prior to April 4, 1968, and then ande one
rips follesing April 4, 1968 to Tampa within the
of about & week. E&ch trip wvas for the purpose
having work dene on his teeth at the Callahan Dental
H'm mhm trip he would telephome his brether-
18w, ZZA¥YE, owner of Ridge Apartments
Buckhoad Bi , who mAinttins an office sbout five
from the Vandenberg Airpert in Tamph, to hive his
moet him at the airport and drive kim to the dental
He hivd purchased giseline from the &irpert and thwy
1d be able teo furnish tickets reflecting the dates

%;%%?

slgvssa

5

then returned with him by piase the following day.
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He added that he is & former member of the
Ez Klux Klan in Okeschobes, &ind even though he did not
fesl any remorse &t the time of KING's death, he did
not ve &ny participation im it, nor does he know who
night have, He does »ot know & WILLIAM PIERCE.

He stated that the rimson he is sble te recall
the events of April 4, 1968, is becakuse he associstes
the events with the news of the dedith of KING, He said
he iz unable to recsll specifically whitt he was doing
the week bsfore or the week after April 4, 1968, other
t he knows he hid mtde four or five trips to Tampa

that period to have his teeth fixed. He commented
that his airplane holds approximmtely 13 gallons of
gasoline and he does not attempt to fly any farther than

Tampix Florida.

The following description of BOWLES was obtained
through observation and interview:

Racs White
Sex
Pate of Birth
Place of Birth nsville, Flor
Height Six feet
Weight 175 pounds
Beir Red &nd biWMing
Eyes Hazsl
Social Security

Number
Sister NADINE FERRING,

Greenviile Irive,
Atlants, Georgis

Brother BRYANT WILLIAM BOWLES, JR,,
Huntsville Penitentisary,
Kountz, Texts, serviag
life sentence for murder of
brother-in-1gw, EARL HARVEY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following description of PEARCE was
obtained through observation and interview:

Race Phite

Sex ale

Date of Birth [ ]

Place of Birth Fort Bassinger, Florida
Height Six fest

Weight 260 pounds

Hair Light brown, balding
Eyes Green

Military None

Wife EILDRED

Children Mrs. JIK LINDSAY,

U, 8. Air Force,

Macon, Georgis;

LELAND SIDNEY PEARCE,
Northwestern Mutual,
Jacksonville, Florida;
CIIFFORD PEARCE, &ge 15,
living with parents,

Education Attended University of
Florids, 1934 through 1936
Occupation land developer and sole owner

of Buckhesd Ridge Subdivision
Arrests None
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The following invcstigationxﬁas conducted
by SA WEIDON L, KENNEDY at Marathon Florida, on

May 20, 1968,

RONALD K, PIERCE, Sr.,/also known as "RED"

PIERCE was Interviewed and stated that he was born
on at Battlecreek, Michigan.
He 18 5'11™ tall, welghs 205 pounds, has brown eyes

and red hair. PIERCE advised he operates a small
fishing boat and fishes for a living. O one else ever

uses his boat.

PIERCE advised he last left the Florida
Keys in 1957. PIERCE often-works as an. automobile

mechanic to obtaln extra money. PIERCE has no

relatives by the name of WILLIAM PIERCE, does not
know how to fly, has no plane and owns no interest

in any land or airports.

PIERCE 18 married, has five children

and knows no one by the name of SAM LEWIS, EDDIE

WILBURN or JIM GARRISON.

PIERCE is related to BEN THOMPSON who
he used to fish with several years ago and who
he has not seen for over a year.
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FBI
Date: 6/5/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: MIAMI (44-1854) (P)
MURKIN

CR

Re investigation concerning information
furnished by "Los Angeles Times" reporters.

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 15
copies of 4 separate FD-3028 and 15 copies of 7
separate investigative inserts for possible inclusion
in a report.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

v

%
//l - Renphis (Enc %51/)\(311)

SERIALIZED. ... FLED..

1 - Miami
DNJ/pmg T .
(') SEARCHED............ INDEXED.... 2 ........
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Passs

Approved:g(\\/ Sent M Per

\ kpeciql Agent in Charge
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FLAIN

20 W(M)

RO SAG, HOS AWGELES (Lh-15Th)
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PAGE WO

IEAMOWT WHITE, WESTENN UNION BMPLOYEE, ADVISED TODAY
PRANK ERZCXLEY WAS XN LOS ANGELES FROM WENGESDAY, JUNE
FIVE LAST, THROWGH SUNDAY, JUNE NINE LAST, LOOKING FOR
"BOB", WNO WHITE HAS YDMNYYFIED AS IDENFICAL TO LESTER
EDMARD PACKET?, WHITE REPORTS BRICKLEY'S SEARCH NEGATIVE.

-2 -
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AIRTEL

703 SAC, LOS ANGRELES (44-1574)
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696)
MURKIN

Re Los Angeles teletype dated 6/12/68.

Referenced teletype advises the Bureau has instructed
reasonable efforts be expanded to locate wmm PACKETT. /

Va

On 6/12/68, Mrs. CALLIR cmt,rﬁo Wright Street,
Sweetwater, Tennessee, advised she was formerly married to
LESTER PACKETT, who is decemsed, and that LESTER EDWARD
PACKETT is hexr son. She advised she last actually saw
PACKETT approximately four years ago but has not seen him
since that tims. She did, however, receive a birthday card
from him during March, 1968 and is of the opinion that the
envelope containing the birthday card was postmarked Chicago,
Illinois. She further stated PACKETT telephoned her during
February, 1968 indicating that he was in the State of Illinois.

Mrs. CATHEY described her son as a drifter and that
she has no idea as to his present whereabouts except as indi
cated above. She stated that another son, ARANTS HUBERT
PACKETT, had been employsd as a eook in a restaurant in

a, Tennessee up until three weeks ago. At that time
he telephoned her and indicated that he was going North inas-
much as he is not receiving as much pay at the restaurant as
had been promised him. She has no idea as to the whereabouts
of ARANTS HUBERT PACKETT.

= Los Angeles WA - - E T
Memphis (44-1987) r_..*___:iij_ 7‘}%‘5 ITx
- Knoxville ;;;‘: NUEAE D /7“
oy T/ B t%(

£ 775
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KX 44-696

Mrs. CATHEY described LESTER EDWARD P.
the following manner: white male; date of birth -~

at Monroe County, Teanmessee; height - 6'; weight 1 ]
medium build; dark brown hair; blue eyes; has se in
U. 8. Army. /

Oon 6/13/68, Mxs. CLARENCE __‘!_-_w_u Route

6, Knoxville, Tennessee, advised that LESTER EDMARD PACKETT
was her brother. The last time she heard from PACKETT was
several months ago when he telephonically contacted her from
someplace in California. Mrs. HAMILTON said PACKETT tele-
phonically contacts her from time to time, however, she has
not seen him for a long time and she has no idea where he
might be at the present time. According to Mrs. HAMILTION,
PACKETT travels from place to place, and as far as she knows
he has no regular employment of any kind. In the event she
hears of his whereabouts, she will immediately advise the
aI.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-26 (Rev, 5-22-84)

~

Transmit the

Via

FBI
Date:  6/29/68

following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ' AIRMAIL

& - FA5
3 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM) L iiEXEDé
2 ~ Chicago (44-1114) (RM) sumﬁef—-—imm
2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (RM) “““ﬂ4h%‘*f C;?
(2~ Memphis (44-1987) ) 150
2 - Springfield (44-561
JDH/ssj

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-
SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Los Angeles airtel to Director dated 6/25/68.

The following investigation was conducted by
IC JOSEPB D. HAMMITT:

Mr. JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, advised
on 6/28/68 that a check of records for 1967 and 1968 failed
to reflect any vehicles registered or titled to a LESTER
EDWARD PACKETT.

Mrs,/ MARIE DICKENSON, Supervisor, Driver's License
Section, Secyetary of State, Springfield, Illinois, advised
on 6/28/68 fhat a check of records failed to reflect any
driver's chauffeur's license issued to a LESTER EDWARD
PACKETT.

(11) F985

JoJ”

Approve

d: Sent M Per
Special Ageat in Charge .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FU-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Dcie___sm/“

1

C. M. Hﬂl,‘dﬁor. Southern Greyhound Lines,
lexington, Xentucky, advised that a search of their
records at Southern Greyhound Headquarters at Lexingtomn,
revealed that ticket number 13 000 82229 43 was issued
by Augusta Nichols, Dye number 3, Enoxville, Tennessee,
their ticket agent at Enoxville, Tennessee. The ticht
was issued on April 7, 1968, and wms from Enexville,
Teknessece, to Los Angele-, mlitmu, via Newmphis,
Tennessoe and E1 Pasgo, Texas. The amount of the ticket
wvas $70.35 and it tndieutu that there was baggage
that was checked on this ticket.

Mr. BAYH]I advised that this ticket was used
on April 7, 1968, the purchaser left Enoxville
Tennessee, at 8:15 on April 7, 1968, in a bus and
being driven by JESSR 6. FROWN of Nashville, Tennessee.
This bus arrived at muh, Tennessee, on April 8, 1968,
at 12:25 AN. The same bus then left ¥ashville on Aprn
8, 1968, at 1:30 AN after a little over an hour Ilayover
and arrived at Nemphis, Tenneasee, at 6:35 AM on April 8,
1968, The driver of this bus was BERNARD FORESTER who
lives at Memphis, Tennessee.

Br, BAYHEI stated that the Southern @Greyhound
Lines would have been the carrier from Inomvélle
to Memphis, Tennessee, and the passage from Newmphis to
El Mso, would have been by Central Greyhound Lines, and
from X1 Mso to Los Angeles by Western Greyhound Lines.

Mr. BAYEI furnished the above described
Greyhound passenger ticket to the interviewing Ageant.

St - 1917 M E -G
3 _/:),_~ //7

On_____ 5/20/68 ot Jexington, Ky. Flle#_Id 44-947
by SA J. ROBERT SAFFELL/brs Date dictated___ 5/20/68

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency.
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L PHONAL FORM NO, 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) pate: July 1, 1968

YW*/! {ASAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

There are enclosed herewith eight copies of FD-302
reflecting interview of C. M. BAYHIL Southern Greyhound Lines,
Lexington, Kentucky, relative to THe tracing of Greyhound Bus
Ticket utilized from Knoxville, Tennessee, to E1 Paso, Texas.
As indicated in previous correspondence, the original of this
bus ticket is being retained in the 1-A envelope of the
Louisville Office awaiting instructions from the Memphis
Division as to appropriate disposition to be made thereof.

In view of the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and
inasmuch as there appear to be no outstanding leads in this
case and all stops have been removed, this case is being
considered RUC.

2 - Memphis (Enc. SNRw/
I - Louisville

CAK/gn, jaj

(3)

:%%ﬁz&%ﬁi@ﬁ?'%ééﬂ
aansauzi?i‘ FILEDEE_\

AR

T : 2»,1{_;‘;)
Gl — P s

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 7/3/68
SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Memphis teletype dated 5/29/68 and Bureau
airtel datee/5/31/68 concerning attempts to locate FRANK
BRICKLEY, / / E

-/
6/14/68, MBS, NELSON CROWLEY) sister of FRANK _
B /Wichita Falls, Texas advised she last saw BRICKLEY
about two and one half weeks prior to 6/14/68, when he visited

her in Wichita Falls, He left about two weeks ago and did
not say where he was going, and she has no idea where he
might be, She said he is a drifter and only occasionally
stops in to see her for a few days. She said she had told
BRICKLEY that the FBI had inquired of their father about

him. BRICKLEY only replied that he was ln no trouble and that
the FBI really did not want him,

. CROWLEY said BRICKLEY had been residing at an
unknown address in Dallas and he had claimed that he was
employed as a painter by Southwestern Life Insurance Company
Dallas, t had quit that job recently. She said CHARLENE

_,§£X§§§;§E§:10yed by New York Life Insurance Company, Dallas,

” was ly the girl friend of BRICKLEY and might know his
whereabouts.

MRS. CROWLEY advised she will notify the FBI should
she learn the present whereabouts of BRICKLEY,

MISS CHARLENE HAYDEN, Clerk, Service Department,

New York Life Insurance Company, Republic National Bank
Building, Dallas, advised on 6/18/68, she has known BRICKLEY
since about July, 1967. She believes he had been living in
Dallas about five or six months prior to that, She said she
went out with him, but when she wanted to terminate their re-
lationship, he began to make a nuisance of himself, trying to
see her both at work and at home, She said she has not seen
him for about a month and hopes that she will never see him
again., She said she has made it peffectly clear to BRICKLEY
that she does not want to see him, but if he should comtact
her, she will notify this office. SEARGHED —__INDEXED ...

7 FILED L7 e
| 5iabe 5%}
I~

MISS HAYDEN said BRICKLEY is 31 y

=Bureau )_rei—wicwietl
Memphis (44-1987) o ~
1-Dallas {jﬁgib 7 )
WBH: jw , it A g
(4) 4@77@%%7%ﬁ<4&§-¢%527 7
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DL 44-2649

according to BRICKLEY, has spent most of his adult life
in prison. She said she believes he may not be mentally
balanced. He is a drifter, frequents low class bars, and
stays in third rate rooming houses., She said she has no
idea where he might be at the present time, or anyone who
might know his whereabouts,

On 6/18/68, MISS NELDA ALLEN, Personnel Clerk,
Southwestern Life Insurance Company, 1807 Ross Avenue,
Dallas, advised she had reviewed the personnel records
of past and present employees of that company and she
could locate no record of FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY,

The files of the Dallas Police Department, |
Identification Bureau, and Records Bureau and Dallas County
Sheriff's Office, ldentification Division, were checked on
6/18/68, and no records of BRICKLEY were located.

In view of the subject's apprehension and the
unknown whereabouts of BRICKLEY, the Bureau is requested
to advise Dallas whether additional investigation regarding
BRICKLEY is required.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



July 8, 1968

To: SAC, Dallas (44-2649)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN | _
Re Dallas letter to Buresu dated 7/3/68. i
In view of subject Ray's a fion and unknown
vwhereabouts of Frank William Brickley(/Dallas should not con-

duct any further investigation to locate and interview

- - {
S
@- Memphts /- b
4 o s
: 3
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-847) 7/12/68

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MUBRKIN

Re Louisville letter to Memphis, 7/1/68.

louisville is regquested to return the original
of the Bouthern Greyhound Bus Lines ticket to the
appropriate official of the Southern Greybhound Lines
at Lexington, Kentucky; however, maintain a Xerox copy
of same in Louisville files in the event the Memphis
Division desires any further action to be takea with
this ticket at a later date.

2 If i ,.JP/ ,,,..,_f.é_‘-_.,‘_._ﬂ_.
TN DR D
FILEL. .. A . .
'~ lomphis
RFB:ja
(4)

Ofﬁ/ A < IF 7 i - G i 8
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: 7/2:%/68

e ,
ﬁ;?;%//ﬁac, LOUISVILLE (44-94T) —R9eY. €/
el :

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Memphis letter to Louisville, T7/12/68,

on 7/25/68, the original of Southern Greyhound Bu/
Ticket Number 130008222942 was returned to Mr, C, M, BAYHI/
Southern Greyhound Bus Company, Lexington, Kséhtucky.

Inasmuch as there appears no- 1INV &
to be conducted in the Louisville territory;-this-ease is _
being RWC‘a, -
%}bmhis
=Louisville
CAK/gn

(3)

!‘sm&cneu..._,?)_ Lar -5H5 7 7!

SERIALIZED. . A SFILED..... (44 ]
JUL 26 1968
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-302 (Rev 4-15-64)
1

— R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

// b 5/1/68

v

THOMAS McGEE /§;; Mesquite Street, advised that
TRUMAN WEBBER ROGERS/ 8 the individual he had reference to.
He stated that he grew up with ROGERS and feels that ROGERS
could furnish some pertinent information in this matter and
that he might know where the house is located at which
MYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS was working as a prostitute in
Laurel, Mississippi.

He stated that he could furnish no further infor-
mation in this matter but would be willing to return to
Laurel and assist the FBI on a strictly confidential basis,
He stated that he is on probation, however; and this would
probably be a barrier,

He could furnish no further information in this
matter.,

e

§ BER 0] e NDEXED .,
SERIALIZED.___ FILED__ .7
MLY 1 71608

FBl—MEMPHIS » &
’ \/

}h.'r"ta"“l‘“ T — P
Memphis 44-1987-«/ /. 7L
4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

On 4[25[6& at Abi].eng, Texas File #

oy SA URAL E. HORTON, JR./pw

Date dictated

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. / /
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FD 302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/26/68

MYRTIS RUTH BBNDRICIS}“‘iso known as JITTERBUGv/
873 Mesquite Street, who requested her identity be kept
confidential, furnished the following information:

She went to work on March 31, 1968, for an
individual known to her as DEVILISH NICK, owner and
operator of John's Restaurant located just off First
Street before the underpass in Laurel, Mississippi, and
worked there until April 9, 1968.

She worked as a cook and on the day after she
started working for him, DEVILISH NICK had sexual relations
with her, He then started her working at a place he had
outside of town. On April 2, 1968, she overheard NICK say,
"] got a call on the King", but did not hear any more of
the conversation,

On the evening of April 3, 1968, two neatly dressed
men with stocky builds came to NICK's place, where she
started work at 3 p.m., and worked nights.

While going to the bathroom, she observed a rifle
with a telescopic sight in NICK's office. later, the two
men took the rifle and & long box which took three men to
carry out and put them in a 1964 maroon Dodge with & fake
"Continental kit" on the back.

On April 4, 1968, while on duty, she overheard
NICK receive a telephone call on his phone which is close
to the kitchen. After this call, NICK said, "MARTIN LUTHER
KING is dead'". This was before the news came over the radio.

NICK had meetings every night in his office, and
she was told by other employees that NICK is the head of
the Ku Klux Klan in that area,

A white man known to her only as "Big WILL ADAMB'
son”" was in on the activity at the restaurant. FROSTENE
(phonetic), a large fatoNegro girl who works for NICK, and
two white waitresses, who are associated with the two men who
took the gun, knew of the activities of NICK,

SEARCHLL e INDEXED. s
on 4/22/68 .+ Abilene, TexMS|StRALZD _: FiFdles llas 44-2649

MAY1 7 1968
by SA URAL E, BORTON, JR./pw FBI — MEMPHIS

var

4/22/68
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From what she overheard, she feels that NICK had
some part in the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, but
she has no definite proof of this.

She became so frightened, she told NICK she had
a very sick relative in Abilene, Tems. She left on April 9,
1968, and came to Abilene where she met THOMAS McGEE, She
has been going with McGEE for four years and he came to
Abilene shortly before Christmas to look for work. She
could not identify the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as
ever being at John's Restaurant or having ever seen him,

She described DEVILISH NICK as follows:

Race White

Sex Male

Age About 33

Height 5'11"

Weight 200

Hair Black

Characteristics Red~faced, drinks a lot
Marital Status Married to blonde wife about

33 years old.

30 2 o e 3 o e ok o

The following is a description of MYRTIS RUTH
HENDRICKS as obtained through observation:

Race Negro

Sex Female

Age About 25

Height 5'7"

Weight 185

Hair Black

Eyes Brown

Characteristics Light brown skin

Residence Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street,

Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434.

Aok R AR AR K
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- 4/26/68
Date.

THOMAS McGEE, 873 Mesquite Street, furnished the
following information,” which he requested be kept strictly
confidential and his identity be protected.

He worked at John's Restaurant about a year ago
for a month as carhop. He was told the restaurant was a
meeting place for the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), and DEVILISH NICK,
the proprietor of the restaurant, was the head of the KKK in
that area. He also determined that the women employees
worked as prostitutes for NICK on off hours and the two
white women who work as waitresses, one brunette and one
blonde, live in the most expensive hotel in laurel,
Mississippi, name unknown,

NICK beat up certain employees while he was there
and McGEE decided to leave. When he learned that MYRTIS
RUTH HENDRICKS was working for NICK, who was making a2 prosti-
tute out of her, he had her come to Abilene.

He admitted that he is on probation out of
Gulfport, Mississippi, for "moonshining", and has previously
furnished information to the FBI through a one-legged man
who runs a barbershop next door to Kitchem's @Grocery in
Seminary, Mississippi. This man could vouch for his
reliability.

He feels that should DEVILISH NICK know that he
and MYRTIS have talked to the FBI, he would have them
located and killed, and would take some action against
their friends and relatives in Laurel, Mississippi. He,
therefore, requested that their identities be protected and
kept very confidential. He intimated that if investigation
by the FBI reflects that the information on DEVILISH NICK
is of any value, he would be willing to return to Laurel
and obtain information for the FBI on a paid basis.

He advised he and HENDRICKS will maintain contact
with the FBI,

The following is a description of DEVILISE NICK
as furnished by McGEE:

MAY 1 7 1968 Memphis 44-1987-% . /
S ooor RPTTSRIA | oyt r—
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Race

Sex

Age

Height

Welight

Hair
Characteristics
Marital Status

White

Male

About 33

5t11"

200

Black

Red~faced, drinks a lot

Married to blonde woman about 33.

A2 o o ook ok e ok

The following is a description of THOMAS McGEE

as obtained through observation:

Race

Sex

Age

Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes
Characteristics

Scars

Residence

Negro

Male

35

5'11"

180

Black, ourly

Brown

Light brown skin; wooden right
leg

24" deep scar diagonally across
left cheek

Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street,
Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434

2o e ko ok ok ok
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/1/68

Date.

NYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS, also known as JITTERBUG,
873 Mesquite Street, advised that she would be unable to
advise as to the location of the house at which she worked
for NICK as a prostitute, as they always went there at
night. She advised that this work was before she started
working at the restaurant., 8he started working for him
as a prostitute shortly before Christmas and worked a
number of times, exact amount unrecalled.

She advised that the only thing she recalls about
the house is that it was on the outskirts of laurel where
there are some large homes which are not too close together,
There wags a gaslight in the front yard and she recalled a
chimney which was for a mock fireplace in the house. She
advised she did not know how many rooms were in the house,
but it was fairly nice inside. 8he could furnish no further
information on the residence, except that she believed it
was & one-story house and had a large room which was always
kept locked, which she believed was the meeting place for
the Ku Klux Klan. 8he knew none of the men who frequented
the place. She advised she worked from about 9 p.m., to
midnight.

She advised that when NICK made the statement,
"I got a call on the King", she was upstairs in the restau-
rant going to the bathroom and this was the same time that
she saw the gun in the room upstairs on April 2, 1968.
She advised she thought NICK was talking to the man who
lived upstairs at the restaurant, name unrecalled.

She advised that at the time she overheard NICK
state, "MARTIN LUTHER KING is dead"”, NICK was standing in
the l1little booth where food is served to persons at the
drive-in. She advised that NICK was called to the telephone
and upon his return he made the statement to someone there,
whom she does not recall. She advised as she recalled, this
was early in the evening, the exact time she does not recall.
8he advised that at the time she overheard this, she was
cooking and leaning over, listening for an erder,

gw
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She was unable to fumish any further information,
but again requested that her identity be protected and the
information she furnished be kept strictly confidential.
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108-02

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.

UNITED STATES GOV. .NMENT

Memorandum

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: 5/16/68
C, DALLAS (44-2649)(P) o
o ;-’/";,n, i/"‘,
st ,'»/,u.(',‘/
MURKIN LR
r‘-g
00 - MEMPHIS

RE: DEAVOURS NIX .~ SUBPECT
7 ‘
Re Dallas teletypes dated /4/23,39%68.
’ /

Enclosed for Memphis a eig&t’copies each of
FD-302s of interviews of TROMAS EEion 4/22/68, and 4/25/68,
and of MYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS the same dates at Abilene,
Texﬂ.l. / s Lo T ‘

Enclosed for Jackson is one copy eicﬁ of the above
listed FD-3028 in view of their interest in DEAVOURS NIX,

,4:/ ; ‘/ Ly
ek /1 o b/ { s 'K /
, E e L ANDEXED
@ [ SERIALITED . ®nsp_ s
- Memphis (Enc, 32); . - j .
- Jackson (Enc. 4) *\i—ﬁYl / 1968
1 - mll“ f — MEMFHIS L
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI MIAMI

1015PM EDT DEFERRED 5/17/68 LAS
T0 DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM MIAMI- (44-1854)

MURKIN

RETELCALL FROM BUREAU TO MIAMI, Y SIXTEEN, CONCERNING

SUSPECT KNOWN TO DR. RUTH TURRELL,O ORTH PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

———

TURRELL ADVISED FIVE SEVENTEEN, SHE DID NOT MEAN TO INDICATE
HER PATIENT RESEMBLES RAY PHYSICALLY AS HE DOES NOT. HER PATIENT
IS VERY HEAVY SET, BUSHY HAIRED MAN WITH NOTICEABLE BAD RIGHT EYE,
NOSE NOT POINTED AND NO NOTICEABLE IRREGULARITY IN EARS.

SHE MEANT ONLY THAT HE WAS PSYCHOLOGICALLY CAPABLE OF SUCH
A THING.
END
DND
FBI MEMPHIS
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5/16/68
AIRTEL AIR NAIL

T0 : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM SAC, MILVAUKEE (44-388)
SUMECT: EURKIN
Re Nilwaukes airtel to Bureaun, 5/13/68.

BONERT NEMACERK, Security OGffice, ¥is. Telephone Co.,
308 X. Wiscommin Ave., Bilwmukee, Wis. (pretect ideatity), advised
SA DANIEL E. BRANDT oa 5/13/68 he wmas 1 on 85/16/68 by Det.
JANES NC FARLANE, Mndison, Wis. PD, of the £t of a te
eirit card owned by um 1. m 160 l!hnhn, Amn,
1i. N T

In addition, NC FARLARE 1-dieatod the m-eu ?!D
would extradite the iadividmals involved as there had besn approxi-
n::::{ w.ee of frauduleat purchnses made with the stolea
4 .

NC FARLANRE said the person using GOLINAN's gas credit
card had beoen picked up by the Chicage FD but bhad been relessed.

NESACHEK advised the Milwaukee Security Office would
conduct no further iavestigatioa on frauduleat phone ¢alls as
this matter would be Mandled by the Becurity Office, Il1l. Tele-
phone Co., Chicago, Ill.

Chicago, at Chicago, Ill., will ceantact Chicage PD
for info to identify isdividusl wheo used GOLDMAN's gas credit
card and was reoleased by Chicago FPD.

ANED AND DANGEROUS.

G
3~m\t @ax) . _w“ Ll G
2 - Chicage (Regular NM.) /7“/ / ”l/ o
% Nemphis (44-18987) (AM)
- lnmh- \/

\
(1) : E b‘j’ é/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




5/16/68

AIRTEL

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FRONM: SAC, WFO (44-703)

NURKIN | )

g

;olnpheno call of JOHN M. DOWNEY to Director’'s Office,
6:06pm, 5/1}/08.

P 's oall comcerned an individual by the name of FRED
enu ), vhon DOWNEY believes is identical with JAMES RARL RAY.,

met this individual five or six months ago at the Mayflower
Hotel, Washingtea, D.C,

DOWNEY advised WFO during the evening of 5/16/68 that he
g;o:;:: to be interviewed re this mtter during the A, N, of
1 o

WFO will interview DOWNEY A. M. of 3/17/68, display to hias
photegraphs of JANES RARL RAY, and establish vlothu' or mot GABLE
(PH) is identical with RAY, M\l will be immediately advised of
results of this interview.

(Q ::)- mpn. (44-1987) (Infe)

LAC : xhs
(s)

€
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AIRTRL
0 BINECTOR, FBX (44~30081)
FRON: BAC, CEICAMO (44-1114)

SURJECY: NURKIN

Be Hilveukee airtel to the dated W1s/88
and Chicage sirtel to the Direster /14/88.

BE: ASSAILANYS OF BARSNALL GOREMAN )\ - A%%
e fellewing efferts weve mde SA MG J,
DENAIIE te ideatify the iadividual wiasg ‘s gas

credit eard whe had boen piched the Ohienge Peolice
Whtumnm‘:::mmum

on 8/90/88 m“ﬁll- Gensral
um mm
mtmnmumm ,u-«umm
e " "” L n::.u:‘

. Om the same da®, Lt. JANES O'MEILL, Coumasding
Gfficer, Aves 5, Gemsral Assigament, sdvised that witbeut

3 « PBurean

S« Eilwauhoe (¢4~308) &

é;' Nowghis  (44-1907) Lol - 3
- Chionge \:‘;\R;‘;O"\%i.mwm

RIDrpas

FB‘ — MEMPH‘S
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OG 44-1114

knowing the nawe of the complaisant, it would be sxtremely
difficult to locate the case mumber for the origimal offense
that 18, the purchases on March 8 and 11, 1968. Ne said that
thinx case number would have to be obtained since if anyone
was arrested by the pelice department em that charge, it
would have heen listed within that case number. Ne said
that sither Detectives ¥, RICERY or J. RACHARIAS, of his
Command, might have handled the matter hecauwns they sre

the efficers he usually assigns credit eard cases to.

On 8/21/68, Detective ¥WILLIAN BICEEY advised that
be thiaks he recalls the original report from the Shell
Station and would make an sffort to loeate it. Be furtier
advised, however, that he could not recall aayome deiang
arreated for this offemss. Subsequeatly, on 5/22/68,
Detective RICERY advised that he was umalkle to locate aay
CB sumber for a fraudulest credit eard purchase on the dates
indicated at a Shell Station on Avmitage Avenwe. Ne also
advised that he bad discussed this matter with the wvwious
detectives assigusd te Area 3 with segative results. Ne
did sugpest, however, that Petective: TACHARIAS be cemtacted.

On $/27/68, Detective IACEARIAS advised that he had
no record ser recellectisn of either the origimnl offense or
of anyons being arrested and released on a fravdulest credit
eard wse in Area §.

Bus te the sanner in which the Chicago Police
Departmeat maintaing its records, it would be physically
inpensible, based oan the iaformation furaisbhed, is Nilwsukee
sirtel of 5/16/68, to identify the individual supposedly
using GOLENMAN's gas credit eard who had been pichked up end
then released by the Chicage Polies Departmsat. Accerdiagly,
for that reuscon and for the reascoms set forth in refersmesd
Chicage airtel, ne further investigation beiag comducted

inte the identity ef the assailants of RARGEBALL GOLDMAN.

ARED AND DANGEROUS.
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5/20/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)
MURKIN

Re t call of JOHN M. DUWNEY to Director's

745 29th Street, N. W., WDC,
advised 5/17/68 photographs of JAES
EARL_RAY 1 he met in the Town and Country
Lounge of Mayflower Hotel, on sbout April or May, 1967.
DOWNEY sai met in the lounge said his name was
Aph). This person told DOWNEY he had
just gotten out of prison and only had $20.00. DOWNEY offered
to buy him a meal. Instead, DOWNEY bought him two cups of
coffee and this person turned on him and said, "You are a
copper.” also said he had a gun in his pocket and if
DOWNEY fo lovedhh he would shoot him,

lnmr described FRED GABLE or GABO as follows:

Race: u,{./.,% S0/ unite
Sex: Male
Age: 40 years old
Height: 5¢ 10"
Weight: 175 pounds
Build: Medium )
Complexion: Ruddy LG
[ f’:r’)‘-_moexeo_ |
3 - Mm SERIALIZED FLED__Z;____
@- Memphis (44-1987)(Info) MAYZZ 1968
- WFO /é;FBleEMPHIS .
E = y5]

RDA:tab (5)
AIRTEL
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WFU 44-703

Hair: Dark browm
* Scar: Small one on forehead
Eyes: (Could not recall color of eyes)

DOWNEY added during the conversation with this
person at the bar, DOWNEY asked him why he was buying dollar
drinks, if all he had was $20.00. The man answered he wanted
to know how bartenders mix drinks in high class bars.

Inasmuch as DOWNEY has not furnished specific
information which would aid in locating FRED GABO or GABLE,
WFO is conducting no active investigation at this time. WFO
will keep in mind the above information in handling of leads
in this matter.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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—PTORIDA., REFLECTS SIXTY SEVE

5/16/68

TELETYPE : URGENT
TO: MIAMI

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769)
MURKIN.

RE WFO TEL TO JACKSONVILLE DATED MAY FIFTEEN, LAST,
WHICH ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

WFO RECEIVED COMPLAINT TODAY THAT A LATE MODEL
BLACK BUICK WAS TRAVELING NORTHEAST ON NEW YORK AVENEE,

WDC. THE DRIVER WAS REPORTED AS RESEMBLING THE PICTURE OF
JAMES EARL RAY. THE VEHICLE BORE/FLORIDA LICENSE ONE W
(o T e
JACKSONVTLLE DETERMINE TO

WHOM VEHICLE REGISTERED AND SET OUT LEADS TO DETERMINE

py

ONE NINE FOUR ONE ZERO THREE.,

WHEREABOUTS FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES. NCIC NEGATIVE.

RECORDS, DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLE, TALLAHASSEE,
- SIXTY EIGHT FLORIDA

LICENSE ONE W DASH ONE NINF FOUR ONE ZERO THREE,
4 \,é#r;_{ ™ ~l2>/$£5
ISSUED TO ALBERTO VADIA¢ TW THREE HUNDRED CORALA

b

KA - /7 ; /‘*‘M ,/, ; ; T LA
WAY. MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOR USE ON SIXTY EIGHT PONTIAC,” ~ 3¢t/ ~77¢
VIN TWO FOUR TWO THREE SEVEN EIGHT P ONE SIX FOUR FOUR SIX ONE.
- WPO (AM)4&-703 SEAT " e ANDEXED L2
1/~ Memphis (AM) lEE . Summ,h:}'rﬂup” A
REH:cag (3) MAY1 & 190
FBl—MEMPHIS
iy 7 ! L
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JK 84-789
PAGE TWO

MIAMI AT MIAMI: WILL DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF
REGISTRANT OF INSTANT VEHICLE FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES.
WFO AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AM.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 5/22/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
Via
(Priority)

T0: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM : SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR

(00: Memphis) O\D

Sux £ 7 4

R ami teletype to WFO with airmail copy

to Memphis/ dated 5/17/68.

iami, Florida, on 5/17/68.

ngl Memphis (Enci'15) (m)
- Miami . o
JIM:ve \ 2 ;f ko ™ ’%M
(3) ", ,
/h i
1) [~ - &4,
[ SEARCHED....oegsecrce mozxaoy;é...
SERIALIZED..&...n.. FILED...2

MAY 2 4 1968

FBI — MEMPHIS
. g\gﬂ

4

Sent Per

/
Approve@f/

Special Agent in Charge
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SAC, NMiami (44-1854) 5/24/68
SAC, Memphis (44-1987)(P)
MURKIN

CR

00: Memphis .
.90
oz

Re Miami Airtel to Memphis, 5/22/68.

IV
Returned herewith is insert reeoived//r(y{hni

Division covering interview with ALBERTO VADIA

Miami should include this insert in report which
that office is preparing.

: - Miami (Enc.-15)
71 Memphis

3)

Y5/ T Sl L TFE
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5/11/68

AIRTEL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, DALJAS @i-2649)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

ReBuairtel dated 4/24/68 with letter from RICHARD
G. SHOTYELL a2 eaclosure,

-~

y dJustice of the Peace 5, B,

egidea ia the Besuclaire Hotel with
conniders SHOTWELL to be quite a

" and noted he had beea diseharged from

the Norehast hﬂm for physical and avatal distarbances.

On April 30, 1968, RICHARD G. EOTWELL, Beauciaire
Sotel, asdvised as he did An the letter to the Bureaa., #e
ohacsved photos of smbjcet RAY and stated he sanmot positively
state the mak he previemsly met was RAY, but that e bolicved
therc ws s resesblanec. Ne stated he met the individusl ia
the Sevattlc Uniom Eall An Jammary of Fe y 1968, and tat
RAY shewed hin s Entiomml Maritine Untion rahip Card.
SEOTWELL belivves that the union ¥ouid possibly have 2 copy of
the photograph which wonld appesr on the memborship card as well
28 handwriting specimens. MNe conld offer mo further ianformation.
Be exhibited papers reflecting that the ¥.8. Nealth Service,
Seattle, Vashington, had foumd him unfit for work due to
arthritus and mental disorders.

‘2 mm (44-1987) Vo = ST e &,
"% - Seattle e
2 - b SERIALIZED. FILED__/.:
W“.u" E MAY1 8 1968

®)
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FB1 MEMPHIS

F3I LITTLE R
443PM 5/18/68 URGENT JEW
TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861); MEMPHIS (44-1987)3; KANSAS CITY; AND
OKLAHOMA CITY
FROM LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) 2P
MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS

RE: LOOKALIKE TO JAMES EARL RAY O

ON MAY SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. PHYLLIS REED, AUMMERS, ARK.,
ADVISED AN INDIVIDUAL WHO LOOKED LIKE RAY DROVE INTO HER STATION IN
NINETEEN FIFTYSIX RED AND WHITE CHEVROLET STATION WAGON BEARING
UNKNOWN NEW MEXICO LICENSE, SHE DESCRIBED THE INDIVIDUAL AS A WHITE
MALE, ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OLD, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES TALL, STOCKY B3UILD,
SHORT LIGHT BROWN HAIR, DRESSED IN CASUAL SPORT CLOTHES, POSSIBLY A
KNIT SHIRT, LIGHT COLORED PANTS, AND TENNIS SHOES

IMMEDIATELY RADIO INFO WAS DISPATCHED TO LOCAL SO°S IN OKLAHOMA
AND SOUTHWEST MISSOURI THROUGH BENTON COUNTY, ARK., SHERIFF'S
OFFICE AND ARKANSAS STATE POLICE, HUNTSVILLE, ARK. ROADBLOCKS WERE
SET UP AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES ALERTED FOR THIS INDIVIDUAL AND CAR,
ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY REPORTED. LIAISON IS
BEING MAINTAINED WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES THROUGH STATE POLICE RADIO,

END PAGE ONE

ALYy b 57
',AQtT‘ )

E
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