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8L 44-775
PAGE TWO

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOWANCES, AND CONFINRMENT AT HARD LABOR FOR
THE TERM OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, HOWEVER, ON OCT. TEN SIXTYSEVEN
PURSUANT TO DIRERCTION OF SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE, FINDINGS
AND SENTENCE WERE SET ASIDE, WAS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT
AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS, SPRINGFIELD, MO,

EDMONDSON RECEIVED DIAGNOSIS "SCHIZOPHRENIC REACTION,
PARANOID TYPE, CHRONIC, WITH ACUTE EXACERBATION AS CHARACTERIZED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A LIFE HISTORY WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE
ENCIPIENT SEEDS OF A SCHIZOPHRENIC TYPE PERSONALITY WITH THE
EVIDENCE OF MOUNTING PARANOID TYPE OF REACTION THROUGHOUT
THE YEARS CULMINATING IN A GROSS PSYCHOTIC DISORGANIZATION
AT THIS TIME WITH ONLY PARTIAL AMALIORATION SEEN CURRENTLY."
RECORDS INDICATED EDMONDSON HAD MADE TWO SUICIDE ATTEMPTS
AND THAT IN SIXTYTHREE ELECTROSHOCK THERAPY WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING SELF-MUTILATION ATTEMPT,

DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS,

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS,

IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH EDMONDSON CONVICTED AND
HIS MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION,

| 4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
































































KC 44-760

On 8/13/68 records of the U.S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, were reviewed. They failed to reveal
any prisoner named KENNETH LONG; however, they did reveal
a prisoner by the name of KENNETH LONE, !hO'was at the
MCFP, Springfield, Missouri, during 1966 and met the
description given by EDMONDSON. .

On 8/13/68 KENNETH LONE ‘was interviewed at the
U.S. Penitentiary, Léavenworth, Ransas, where he is under
sentence for bank robbery, release date scheduled for 1980.
LONE appeared cooperative and advised that he spent most
of 1965 and the firast half of 1966 at the MCFP, Springfield,
Missouri. He advised he never heard a guard at the prison '
say he was a member of a group wanting MARTIN LUTHER KING
killed and he certainly never told anyone this. While he
was down there, another priscner by the name of (FNU) EVANS
a Negro male of the Muslim Cult of Islam, filed 2 writ against
the ingtitution and a guard by the name of (FNU) CALAHAN,
atating they were prejudice towards the members of the Muslim
Cult of Islam at the institution. LONE stated as a result of
this writ there was a hearing and he testified in behalf of
EVANS. He further advised that a lawyer for EVANS, name
unknown, interviewed him before the hearing and asked him
the same question, did he ever hear a guard say he was a
member of a group that would pay to have MARTIN LUTHER KING
killed. LONE stated his answer to this was no and it is
still no. He advised that the most prejudicial statement
he ever heard any of the guards at the prison make was
made by the one named CALAHAN who stated, "I know how to
take care of colored people." LONE stated that JAMES EARL
RAY was unknown to him and he knew of no organization plotting
against MARTIN LUTHER KING. He further stated he had never
heard of the Cooley organization.

LEAD:
KANSAS CITY
AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
Review records Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
re the hearing given (FNU) EVANS because of the writ he filed.
Attempt to determine name of lawyer for EVANS, interview him

and the guard named CALAHAN for any information regarding a
group that would pay to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)

ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO

AUSA, WDT, MEMPHIS, DECLINED PROSECUTION OF MINNICK
RE POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF IMPERSONATION STATUTE DUE TO
INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE FOR A SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION.

MINNICK'S WIFE CLAIMS HUSBAND HAS BEEN ILL FOR PAST
THREE AND ONE HALF MONTHS WITH A SEVERE ASTHMATIC CONDITION
AND DUE TO HIS INABILITY TO WORK AND DESPONDENCY HE HAS BEEN
DRINKING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO EXCESS.

AUSA'S OPINION BEING CONFIRMED BY LETTER AND MEMPHIS
IMPERSONAT@UON CASE BEING CLOSED. P.
END.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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. 5345 E. ean Blvd,
Leng Reach, Califonnia
Saturday, June 22, 1968

Dear Raymend,
Enclesed ig the full account of the experience I have been calling you about,

Although I am sending you & carbon, I have not shown thig to anybedy else, I

an mest hesitent about implicating any poor, unsuspecting, innocent peceple and

I kcep telling myself that this whole thing is just a2 series of ceincidences
which T have pleced tegether in such a way as to look significant. The "two men"
were probably Finance men trying to repusscss an aubtomobile or some such thing.

As I teld yeu, I called the E.B.I, yesterday and told them about these two pictures,
but I really think that I should have tried to find ether pictures in other poses
before I gaid anything, It is pessible that anether picture of the same person
would leck entirely different, I am well aware of that, - but I suppese the F,R,T,
is well aware of that, alse, It was not my intention te "stir up" anything, nor to
seek any publicity - you know that, I gave it a lot of serious thought and I kept
ceming up with the opinion that it was extremely unlikely that two men looking so
much like those pictures would come te Leng Beach loeoking for a man named Ray on
that night, and that it would be pure ceincidence, (But that is probably just what
it was!) I'll probably hear nothing more about it, = in fact, T HOPE I hear nething
mere 2bout it, I still think it entirely plausible that, if it wag actually them,
and they think I might recognize their pictures, it would occur to them that T should
be silenced. (Believe me, any men coming to my door in the future are going to pot
short shrift from mel)

I would be most interested in hearing frem you as to your epinien of ny stery and
vhethar you agree that I should have reacted as I did,

Leve,

Me

i PaSy T realize that I did not make my account very succinct, but T did not wanh

te leave anything cut; AND I also-red nllisedtbhat theiliterary style leaves much to
be desired, but I never said I was Fannie Hursgt, did I?

P.P,S. When I phoned you the other afterncon and talked with Kathy aboubt the
pictures I had seen in the paper, she sald that she didn't think that you wanbed
any part of this matterl] When you didn't call me back, I fipgured that youn were
‘net interested, se that is anebher reascn why I called the F B, I, myself rather
than contacting you again,

P.P.Se #2 I am thinking of lecking for a jeb as an expert typist. Wish me luck!

RZ2 19/ V41>~ 1076
LIZED_Dds FILEL__ LAy
R

i \‘J {
FiL— MEMPHIS
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..On the night of April lst, I was sitting clone inmy den wabtcning televicione
I hoard heavy. footsteps walking back and forth bebtween the building in which T live
and the building next door. This f2 nod wnsgual, but for some rcasdn, the sound .-~
attractod my attentien, Shortly after thab, my front doorbelld rang. Tt was ex~
actly 111h% P, I went to the front windew ond, pecking between the closed drapes,
I enw a man gbtanding et the docry, {ocing the window, holding,what st first glance
appearcd to bs,a camera, He wag holding 1t very high and ¢lose to his face, ag if
he was looking at me through the vicu-linder, I immediabely Jumped back and called
out, "Who is it7" His roply wag, YIhe Polico." Having . scen that he was not wearing
a uniform, T said, "Come on, you're not a policeman, Wnat ie the camora forl
He replied, "That ig¢ not a camera, Y was holding up my badze." Telling him %o
walt o minube, T went to pubt on a robic. Vhen I vrebturned to the window and pulled
open the drapeg, he wag still holding the badze very high and close to hie head,

. He was gmiling very broadly., The bacdge looked Modd® to me, bul T cannol explain
oxactly vhy, It was large and secnied to have a coppery cast. Tt wag atiached Yo
a wallet or folder, In his otner hand, ke held a snall, chrome flashidpnt, 7T
noticed a small red insignia on the end of it, It was then that T sow thoe veecond
man atanding telow en the steps. VWhoen I acked what they wanted, the man with
the badge s2id that they were lecking for & man who, according e reliablo informe-
etion, was "holed up", (or some similar slang expreasien), with one of the tenania
next door, He held out a picture, T remcaber thinking that; since we were
yelling through the closed window, 1€ {he wan they weught wag next docr, he wevld
surcly hear them, Since Y could nat sce the victure clearly, I opened the door,

(I am positive thot the man £aid that they were "police", because as T opened tho
door, I remarked that T was hardly in any cendiftion to talk with anybody, much less
the police,) Tho first man, who did almost 211 of the tdlling, apolo~ired.for the
latenegs of the call and said that, since mine wos the only lirht on in.tho vicinily,
they had decided to "take a chauce and ring the bellY, Ye ecsgked if there was a
Ycaretoker® in the bullding next door, Yhen I replied that there wag nely he again
held eut the picbure, asking if I had seen the persen around there recently, 7
85111 could not s=ce clearly, so I cpened the ecreen dowr and told them to come in,
(T don't knew why, but I distinetly remember that he sert of chuckled end said, "Ca,
all right.") They btoth enberede The first man was dork with black halr and brown
oyes, end locked to be of Ttallan derivaticn. Ro was abont 5P10M) T ‘hediun build,
wore en almogd congbtant smile and swelled strongly of shaving lotion. WHe had o
decidad dimplo in hig chine He wag vearing a dark sult, white shirt, dark tig,
and & black ralncoat or trenchecoat. I scem to remcmber that he was vezring ono
glove and was carrying a hat, which he placed on a nearby chair, The gccond man
had light brown heir,fleckcd with gray,cut in a "outch" style, ¥His face wag moro
wrinkled and his blue eycs had rather larpge circles or Yoagg" under them, T think
that he had a round scar on the lower left gide of his faco snd he wore a very
gerloug, almost approhensive expreselon, He was slightly (&ller and vere a pray
sult wndor a black raincoat or trench~coot, He had ne hat, but I think he, Yoo,
was wearing plovog, I have the impression that they wore both weoering ucarves, e
eng wag dark rod; the other waz browa; blue and gray plaiil, The first mso was be-
tween 38 te U5 yrs. of age; the secend looked older, -

‘ I took tho picture acvogs the room to leek at 4% under the 1ipbl fron o
table-lomne The two men remained standing just inside the door, The plctive .

wog & combination of full face and profile views of a young man, nrebably in hig.
caxly thirtics, It wag a vather ordinary face which would net wake a sbedlkling,
lasting improssion. I have the impression that he, teo, hed a "bulich® haircut,

At least, it scenmod shorber on tho gides than tho top, Me had a dimple 4n hic
ohin, and I rcmember nobicing his esrs particalorly, Y thiniz thah the phobo was
in a cellophana cage, the muléiple kind which holde cwedit cards, ete,; bub it

vas feldsd in guch & way thab the ono picturs was all T gow,
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I tcld the men that I could not bo gure that T had, or had nel, ceen guch

& persen, Tho first man sald, "o ig a 1itile elder now than he was when that
wag taken.f - As I passed the pieturo bicik to him, the cccond. man snoke forr-the -
first time, Ho gsid, "Hig namoc 18 Rayl." The ficst man, who had boen facing no, ‘
turned his head quickly and threw hin a charp. Jook, as much og-to say,-"What did
you say that {er?" .Thig was the definite. LWPTO"SlOn I got, bocause T had been:

on the verge of asking wnat this peraen was wanbed for, but upon geeinz that
loek, I decided %o ask no que"tiowuo (I am positiva-that the name was "Ray®,
because ny broether's first nane is Ray 2nd T made thal.connection in. ey mind )

The first man turned back %o mo, rcosuwned hie smile, and said, “le ig a roally
bad boy. Welre very amxious to geb hime Do yqu know any of the tenante next
door? Do you have any idea wnab "flag® ho n1“Au be in?" T replied ¢hat I had
known only onc ef bthe Lonants, bub ho had moved away Just the previous daye 1
gaia thay as far ag I knew, all the lenanbs verc younz wen, with the exception

T two glrle vwae sharved one of the sccond {loor aparbnents, Tho second man
then spcke for the sccond time. "“Theytre who we ghould be talking tol" The first

oman readily agreed; indicating that if therc were girls over there, Ray would

have corteialy made himgeld known to tham, e asked me if I had scen a white car
parked in front of the bullding rceontly, T cesceribed an offevhite car, with

rod upholstery, I had seen theras reccnbly, bui they did nobt scem to think that it
was tho ene te which thoy had refercnces Apologizing egaia, and 301w3 all through
the same expl«nauxun ¢f way they had “ovoshcered" mo, they Jefbo e Cm e

Ae I rotur‘cd to the den; T heard them walking back betucen the buildings
ond up bhe stairs to the second floor next Goor, A rain, I thought that they
certainly weren't being at 2all guiet., T heard no sound: for botween five to ten
minutes, Then, I heard a deor olose, and they ran down the stairs, « not fast,

Just sert of trotting down; ag if thoy were finished there and werce lzaving. As

they walked back te the &t“ccu, ne of thom cald comething that SOUNDTD like, "We'd
betber stop cn the obther side of ,ee0000 aNG call Paule,eeeeeofind him weiling ;
arownd "bargtoolsMecseceseed oF b 0'cleCkie.sa.s.” Then I heard "Pacific Ceaut
Highway" and gomething abeul a Yreeway, I had the impresgien that they vere poing

to & bar, and T woendered why, if this person was hiding out, he would he "walling
around" o bar, (It was more idle curiosity, I did not coaoenpghﬁgwyn vhab was velug ca

I walked nut te the kitchen windew and saw then crosg Ocean Flvd, and gob
into a darkecolored, late nodsl car. Thoy left tho incide car light on and gat
thore for soveral minutes looking at a large map. T knew that it moet be a map
becavgoe of its eizo. I remewbor wondering why, if they were local policc, as
they hed given me to vnderstand, they would neced 2 map., Then they turned out the
light, but did net start the car right eway., Just at thab time, my husband camo
in from worke I t0ld him to go back outside to sce i1f a hlack car, with tvo nen
in it, was parksd across the sirect, e returned te gay that there wos nell car
at ¢ll in the area I had indicated, Yt was exactly 12520 A,M,

This whole episode "bugped'! m There was gomething “wronpg® with it, T con-
sidered calling the Long PReach DoUcotive Burean immedintcly to check on 1%, but doclced
egainst 14, I uondcred "Why tho raincoate? It was not raining, nor wvas Lt chilly,

{such coats are seldem, 4f ever, scen in this area) Vhy were they so neisy, if they
wero acbually tvying to Ycateh" somabody? Vho let them in next door? T nobedy

et them i, vaat wore they doing wp thero so long? I had seen no lights in the bulld-
ing, but I was certain I hacd hoard a deor close, Why did they neod a wap? Vhy did

I have the definite dmpression that the fﬁ *gt man had not wanted the suapestty

namg dxvnlyeu? clge ebce Qe : - ' '
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It wag ot this pelind that T ctarbed to romerber and plece thines terolbhory
ed ny story new enbers into (10 reala of canjfecture, interpretabion and, probably,
mv ehn imogination,

Almost, gvery night; fron tho tine wo first moved heve lact Cobober, T hod
heard $ho fellow vho livag in the coeond fleor ararbnent of tha building rowd doow,
on the side facing oy pot ouk; a car ab aboub 3:30 or 100 hetley waik holueca the
twe bualldinpa past ny window, clindy thone game :Uaxrq and ghop, Then ¥ wauld heor
his keys a4 he unlocked nis doore Thac dror would cloce nolsily, his kitchen Iisht
would o ony chining dovntinbo my v’nﬁ'v, and T would hear him ~uvxn, aronnd in his
kitchen, Thlg eccurcencs was Go repuiar ond 2o much the game ecach nichb, that it
beeana a gort of habhil with me {o Yieten for L4 before T wen ﬁ Lo gicep, Sherily
after tho visit Drom the wo rong T suaddenly realized that this felleuts "matihorn®
had changed 9o Ui roconbly. The cane =aw was sbill ceming home ol the save 64mo.
I recegninod the footstepe golng up the stalre and stopping, bub he did nol unleck
the dror, It scemed to me that Sthe dewr was beins opened "r“ﬂ the dncide, Thon

A

Y
-
o
~
>

I ron cu.’“‘u that ¥ had heard him speals, one nighlty, caving, "I4's e, .ct e in.Y
I hod 4cly wonderad sboub it at uhO tirgy bub had altachod no gipnificance ts it
I4 struck mo that tha 1llﬂvJ 1n tat aya**"cxt nad Licow Hurned on dwing tho evening

for perhapz the lazt couple of woeks, 1ﬂre,p"cvwou¢1v the windsws had boon dark

39
T =~entionnd thio “chanze in n&tumfn" vo my hueshand, saying, YI'11 bed the guy Ghose
mew vere lecklng for vas up theree" iie layghed at mcp tcll;n? ne T vag imapining
thinge,

The fellow who lived ip the first fIcsr apertnent in the ¥ilding wexl deor
wag in the yrcﬂo"s of moving cub on the day President Jehnszon made hig annsuncomond
ef not running Jex oflics apadn, His {lrst hane wag ®Dlck" andy, althoush T ¢id not
kneu him well, T bad had several couversabions vith him, tis f;~4$ drur wag so
tleng to oy PLtL)CQ doer bthat I e2uld hear evevybiing thaﬁ tranapired over fhere

e
almcst 2 woll as If T wag in bhe ¢ore room, On that aftermson, T heard bwo felicus
ma down the abairs snd stop st D C”‘S open donte One of then intradoced the
obhcr to Dick, tedling him that thie person had been etaving with hin Cor zoveral
dayee Dick ¢xpregsed swvrrice that ‘c had not beon aware of the poroon mvwine bheon
tMarse I seen o retcrbor that the man vasg p¢‘nh!nr to cud hieg vigit thals evening
or the fellowing rorainge Aldthonrh I was nal conce ouqu Iistoming Lo theiy Ccote
versation, T rermenbor soma discuszisn of 2 frip (o lVexico and ratxc“uu il th
tyisitor® had been there recenbly, Dick wss talking his time about petiing hic
bolonzinzs packed inta a U«Rent trucl; so thoy ctuved wver there all alterncon,
talking and drinking boer, Theve uae a long convercablon aboub renbing a hoat, (T4
may neb have beoen en that sane alternnon thab T heazrd 1%, bub T think it wao,) Dickio
wag the only fariliar volce e mz, 8o I remeaber bast what he gside ile vss very
much inpregced with the sisie of the bonb, She slseping quarters, eice. lie suked
about tho cost of renbing sach a beaf, ctee I know thab nothing wag szid aboul
fiehing, I rathered thabd it was rented for the parpere of taking a vather longz
voyage or evuiec, Tho ¢wo girls, provisucly menbloncd; were also in and out of
that opartmont £11l aftcrnecn, $alking to the fellows, I distinctly rememixe {het
one cf the girlg sald gamothing abuut wne of the ncn h1v1ny totan davci A leoLeng
She seemed to think 4 was mosh unususl ond rabher hunersus,  From vhiab waos onid K

AXXY J.Us

I realived that oho wag reforring Lo Lallraom dancinge That zzme evening, after

Dick laft, there woere $wo or three CQ“PlOJ daneing in tho livinmroon of the afure-

i
@
LR
"
1
-

&id o
renbioned ccgend £loor apavinent, (T noticad 1t particularly, becouze it Wisd nevor
2
happened befere, gince I had lived hore, « ond 1% hag never havpenad &f “cc,)
L & 8§

~-

Vhea I 620k ny dog oub that evening, I clanced up at the windaas and oo tal

ooy o G4
glendar, darkehaisred fedlew dancing with one of the ¢irle, T did neb recopnis
hire As T romomber 16 in rotrospect, 46 was just abond thot perled of (ime
that bota wy husband end I noticcd ¢ dnte nadel vhiltoe i”JOTUDllb prcked in & spoce

ol

bohind thst bulidinge Neither of vg g corialn eboul tho *moke®, but it waz a

(PR

Jioh,
.G

A

Gonpnol ave i% wan tharoe only a fow ¢awve ard hag not been seen there since,
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" ]l h,' alocted

e adviced mo to call tha PoNeTe,
































