<3 - Bemphis (Enc. 4)‘W

DIRBCTOR, FBI (44-38861) 9/24/68

SAC, BIRNINGEAN (44-1740) (P)
o4

NURKIN E
00 :NE

N
3~
_ / ,
Relloairtel to Memphis, Mﬂ!iw inform- 9/
ation furnished by one JIN LOCKEA acerning ROBERT PRBATT.

Birminghan attorney, who was reported in 1963 to bave ag
to repressat anyone who might be apprehended in executi
"contract” to assassinate Pr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Birmingham file styled "ROBERT N. PRATY AL;
INFORMATION CONCERNING™, Bufile 66-6353, BH file 93-372,
contains considerable derogatory informmtion conceraing the
character of PRATYT, a disbarred attorney of Birmingham. Two
copies each of BH airtels to the Bureau dated 9/3 and 9/5/68
coataining background informmtion oa PMATT are being fur-
nished the Memphis office, and for ready reference of the
Buresu, one copy of each airtel isg attached. MNobile is also
being furnished ons copy each.

Contact with warden's office, Jefferson County Jail,
Birmingham, revealed it would be practically impossible to
deteraine the ideatity of an inmate by nickmame only during
the year 1963 since there are confimed daily an average of 250
inmates.

UGACB, Birmiogham considers that any contaect with
PRATT would be inadvissble at this time and no action regard-
ing him will be taken.

2 - Bureau (Eac. 2)

1 - Nobile {Info) (Bac. 2) (157-2627)
2 - Birmiagham

HAS:sch

¥4)
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Date: 9/13/68 :
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-
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Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYDPR - URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM ATLAITIA (44-2386)P

o

MURKIN,

‘D //“
G STANLEY SPANGIELRY ATLANTA, ADVISED WATLY

P

WITHDRAVILG MONEY a0l ATLATTA FREDURAL SAVINGS ARND LOAW
BARK, ATLANTA, THIS DATE, FU SAVW RAME JHMES RAY AN
MARIETTA, GA,, ADDREST WRIYIEN ON ONY EJEDRED DOLLAR
BYLL. HE LEFT THAT BIYLL VITH THY FAWY AVTER CALI.ING

IT TO ALTENTION OF TELLIR, y

. /

'
JOHN 8, HALYL, ASSISTANT VICE FRESIDEN], ATLAGTA

3

s

7

FEDFRAL, EXIIIBILED THE BILYL WHICH CONTAINED FOLLOVING
4

PRYVEED WITH BLOE INK “J0MW ¥, MC MILLAR ,/AE‘T CTHRERE
M — P

JAMES RAY, AARIETTA, GEORGIA."™ ALSD VRITTEN OGN SAKNE

BITL IN RED INY IS¢ “CR BELY ORVBILL', THIS ABPEARS O
ONE HUWNDRED DOLIAR FERURAYL RESYRVE KOTE, STERYES NINETHEN
FIFTY, SERIAL KJUSTR FVFRO TVWO TVO SEVIEN ONE ZERD OKE GNE

84— ST T sl f
A, THE BILI, WAS LEFTI I DOSERSSIOW 0¥ iq1. RALL, VBO TTATED

7 OVOULD RETATN IT IH THE EVENT F3Y RXA¥
ORY:Ljc

SO St ST
SERIAL gl

arD 3w
e

It

¢y e

L /o . '

Approved: L= __ s i Sent
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.ransmit the following in

22-64)

FBI

Date:

|
|
|
|
|
|
!
|
|
|
]
(Type in plaintext or code) :
[
1
(Priority) |
L

PAGE TVWO

TELEPHONE ARD CITY DIRECTORIES FOR MARIEETA, GA,,
@ONTAIN LISTING FOR J, W, MC MILLAN, THREE ZERO TVD ORE,
SOUTH ATLANTA, SOUTHEAST,- SMYR HA, GA, CITY DIRECTORY

REFLECTS THIS IS v I‘.’!}-’fE RESINENCE VWITH OZCUPANTS LISTED
;jf

——— ——— T
s e

AS FRANK MC M I’LLA/N ;ﬁ'«m J. ¥, IC HII.J"% e J. W, KC MILLAW
LISTED AS CI’JER?P{/,, ATLANTA AIRPORT, ANKD MARRIED,

NCIC ANWND ATLAWIA INDICES NEGATIVE RE ONE HUNDRED
POLLAR BILL,
) BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE YF APOVE-DESCRIBED
ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR BILL MAY BE BAIT MHOKEY FROM BARK RODRBIERY
OR OTHERVISHE RECORDED VITH BURVAU, INVESTIGATION EEING
CO%J\IDUCTEI) TO DETFRMINE IDENTITY AND BACKGROUND OF J, W.
EC MILLANW,

Al COPY SINT MERPHIS,

Approved: Sent M Per

Cocimrd At 2 Tl n

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DEPA ﬁgﬁ%ﬂ'&&. COMM. QICATION ASD 9k

TO: Inspector G. P. Tines,
Intelligence Bureau

SUBJECT: William Ray,b/rother of James
Earl Ray, committed to E
psychiatric unit at JGH. !

Lt. O. B. Holcomb

FROM:
' cence Bureau

DATE: September 2U, 1968 b///,
. i
Lt. Steve Ford called and reported that WILLIAM RAY, @Jerold I.CALLONGUESY

bro ther of JAMES EARL RAY, was committed to the psychiatric ward at JGH. The -

arrest report shows tlat he was arrested in the U.P. Bank Building at Front and
Madison on the 12th floor at 7:40 PM, 9-23-68, by Car 1, after the bank guard
called them on a drunk. He was brought to City Jail and then transferred to
JGH. The doctors at JGH have ascertained that he was previously committed to a
mental hospital at Jackson, Louisiana, and was released in 1951.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : FPILE (44-1987) DATE: 9-26-68
FROM : SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN

SUBJECT: MURKIN /
e

O
On 9-25+68, Dr. DAVID MOORE telephonically contacted
a psychiatrist attached to John Gaston Hospital.

RAY,7claiming; to be a brother of JAMES EARL RAY, True
name and identity of WILEKLIAM NUN RAY not known to Dr. DAVID MOORE,
but he adviséd that the/last name which he had for the man was

CALLONGUES 2br COLLINGS.

—_—— O

Dr. MOORE said that when patients were received who
were hallucinatory it was most difficult to establish their true
identity. Dr. MOORE. was told there was no information available to
indicate that JAMES EARL RAY had a brother by the name WILLIAM NUN
RAY, It was suggested to Dr. MOORE that in situations such as he
had there was always a possibility that fingerprints might be available
with the local Police Department, which in turn would help him to
establish the true identity of the patient. Dr. MOORE said he would
be in touch with a friend he had at the Memphis PD,

Attached hereto is a memorandum from Lt. O, B, HOLCOIB?//;“'

Intelligence Bureau, which sets forth information regarding WILLIAM
RAY, reportedly brother of JAMES EARL RAY,

RGJ:
(l)f

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2010-108
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New Haven, Connecticut 06510
October 7, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

On October 7, 1968, NH T=1, an English professor
in the academic field, who has furnished reliable informm-
tion in the past, advised that on October 4, 1968, he was
in a samll social gathering of four individuals, one of
whom was an employee of Mc Call's Publications, whom he
refused to identify.

During the course of the conversation, the
Mc Call's employee mentioned in a matter-of-fact manner that
lLook Magarzine beginning with the issue of October 29, 1968,
will run a serial on JAMES BARL RAY. In this series of
articles, RAY reportedly will state that t
hired him to assassinate Reverend MARTIN ]

A characterization of the Ku
appears in the Appendix, — ~ —— - -

NH T-1 stated that the Mc Call‘'s employee impressed
him ag a down-to-earth, level-headed, business man who
appeared at the time to be making & factual statement, The
Mc Call's employee also stated that the rights to this
article have been sold world wide,

PROPERTY OF THI '

This document containg neither

N ~ ~ ey pe 3 a1
recommi = nor conclusions of , ’
the TRi. It vopestvotthe A4 PPV AL Jh7
Foi and is I ! to your agency:it ; i Ll )
and il cont are not to be Dt “g e 4@5) |
distributed outside your agency. } T %
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APPENDIX

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC,
(NKKKK)

A source advised that on May 22, 1960, the National Grand

Council of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan met at Atlanta, Georgia,
to discuss consolidation of the Klan's unity of effort and
activities to establish a National Fund, and a National Secre-
tary, and to design a new flag, The meeting was attended by
representatives of the Federation of Ku Klux Klan, Alabama;
Association of Arkansas Klans, Arkansas; Florida Knights of the

Ku Klux Klan, Florida; Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
Flerida; Association of Georgia Klans, Georgia; Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, North Carolina; Association of South Carolina Klans, South
Carolina; Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Tennessee- and Kyksos
Klan, Texas.

This source advised that at a consolidation meeting at Atlanta,
Georgia, September 2-5, 1960, at which the North Carolina and Texas
Klans were not represented, it was resolved and passed that their
name be changed to National Ku Klux Klan,

A second source advised in March, 1964, that several meetings of
Klan groups were held during the period 1960 to 1963 in an effort
to unite the Klan groupa under a8 single leadership.

The organization was grantad a charter in DeKalb County, Georgia,
November 1, 1963, under the name National Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Inc., as a "patriotic, secret, social, and benevolent order."

A third source advised in December, 1963, that the organization
had issued a statement of its program which indicated the organi-
zation to be anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, and anti-
foreign born,

A fourth source advised in July, 1968, that the organization has its

headquarters in Tucker, Georgia, and the day-to-~day operations are
under the direction of James R. Venable, Imperial Wizard,

N2

g

X
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10~-7-68

AIRTRL

10: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM; SAC, NEW BAVEN (187-818)

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 coples; for
one copy of an L¥N
is self-explapatory.

and the LHEM is being

York Office for information since
B ines both have their headq
“in York City, &

NH T-) is Dr. professor
of English, Southern Comnescticut Suto College, New Haven,
Conn,, vhose ideatity is protected at his request., He

declined to furnish the nase of the Mc Call's yee singe
?abtm if it became known the employee might his
OB,

Frofessor SARABON was concerned that ¢
U.8. District Attorney prosecuting the case might
onmt by -mtuo by the revelation that the Ku:
to assassinates Reverend NARTIR LUTHER nm. JR.
“‘“ﬁ"‘i&t the resulting publicity might cause diffieculty
in selecting an unbiassed jury,

&» Bureau (Emecs., B) (xa)
- Memphis (44-19§7) (meos. 2)7(xM)
1 « Now York (INFO) (Enc. 1) (mN)

2 -« New Baven
«:g:jll ’/5{‘/2 (Z_gizéétév/ﬂ/Z?

i bEnRChEUM—-'JNDEXED

smmuzw‘w,ﬂlf—ﬁ
T GE

&k
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NN 157-818

Professor SARASON was under the impression that
both Nc Call's and Look Magaxines were jointly owned by one

sorporation,

The above is being submitted for the information
of the Bureau and the Memphis Office,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PO

Dew 1ttt County Sheril’s Deparunent
SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATION REPCRT

[
w

Date OCtObez’ 9 ,19

Case Stolen Check & Forgery cached ¢% Corsl Lour;o - 60w \uﬂA4~J

‘(Name of Company or Individual and Address)

Date of Crime 9"13*(’)8
Report in Derail___Carl Raymond Osborne, Alias Valter Alexander, was interrosated

. at thse O0gle County Jail, Oregon, Illinoig, by Shoriff Claude Barrett

with Deputy Wikle and George Gardner being present, He (Osborne) was
gdvised of his GConstitubional Rights before the inter: tion bezan,.
Subject stated that he had an Arkqnsas Driver's License under the nane

of Valter Alcxander whon arrested in Ozle County. He had Iowa 168

platcs number 5C9 234, which wers on a $61 black Plymouth at the time

of his arrest, Subject purchased the car at Msrshalltown, Iowa, from
the Braza lMotors, which sre Dodgoe snd Plymouth dealers, for $160,00,

He was allocwed 360,00 down payment on a Nash that he traded in. Subject

was requested to write the names of Carl R, Osborns, Walter Alexander,
and Frank Elliott, the same being attached to this complaint, Sub ject

stated thet he had been associating with Bob Cline, whdse correct name

is Robvert Dale Porter., Bob Clince, Allas Robert Dale Porter, is an

escapee from Jefferson City, lissouri Penitentiery. He is also
sssociated with Ceorge Worthington, who ig an escapee from the county

jeil of Dumas, Texas, Subject stated that he and Worthington had
cscaped at the samé time, Worthington was serving two years for forgery,
and Osborne was being held on a burglary charge. Carl Raymond Osborne,
Aliss Valter Alexander, stated that he had stayed in a hotel across from
the bus station at Marshalltown, JIowa. He had gotten a slip to the
hotel from a woman at the Salvation Army in Marshalltown. He stated
that Robert Dale Porter, Alias Bob Cline, and George Worthington had
left him at the hotel and returned the next day with checks, a type-

writer, and a check protector. Three of these checks were made out and

given to Carl Raymond Osborne. le stated that heé passsd ons—of rthe
Hels steted fhat hols !
{ L ”7 ratd ’Y
i s

B JOF Tk - & 70T

checks gt Hewion, Iowa, in a clothling store,

of Ccatt. cn Page 2
Cers.

Report Made by. Repost Approved by_g-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~

DeW ..t County Sheriil’s Depart...eat
SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATION REPCRT

- Date , 19

Case

{(Name of Company or Jndividual and Addrcss)

Date of Crime.

Report in Detail
recocnized George Gardaer, but couldn't remember being in Clinton,

rortnington the second day after
they arrived at the hotel., Porter hes g %57 Plymoush I dr, seden
ae e purciased this car from the

1ld with the

n
cer, this car may still be bearing that license. UWorbthinglon is

driving a white/%tan '57 Ford bosaring Texas license, numercls unknown.
_ Osborne stated thaf Porter told him that James Farl Ray and Porter
___ were permitted to escape from tho Jefferson City Penitentiary at the =

same time so thet they could kill !lertin Luther King. Subject told

arrested in Memphis, Tennesseo

st the sarn i nd t elegsed After the releass, Porter left

Jemes Farl Ray and has not seen him since,

Osborne was shown the check that was given to George CGardner.
d thaet the signagture wss his handwriting of Walter Alexander
on the back of the check. Photostatic copy of subject was obtained from

the Sherifits Office of Ogle County, Oregon, Illinois, and filed with

this reporte.

Officers

Report Made by. e Report ADproved DY e e e e ——

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DLW ITT COTTNTY
Oﬂice.6 Phone D=2WITT CCUNTY
935-6718 - i~ - g
Couary Juil SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
935-5196 “Run® BARTEE ST
Area Code 217 CI-AUDE Runt” BARRET i, SHERIFR
CLINTGN, ILLINOIS 61727

October 10, 1968

Mr. Phil }., Canale, Jr.
District Attorney General
Fifteenth Circuit
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

Inclosed find a copy of our investigation, which 1s self
explanatory. During this interrogation subject also
intimated that the release from South Memphis Jail could
also have been for the purpose of killing Martin Luther
King. I thought you might consider this worth attempting
to locate Porter to see if he could verify what Osborne
has stated. Osborne will soon be released to be returned
to Dumas, Texas.

Yoﬁrs truly,
g/kiuaz& " @w-.//* - ﬂd yaal

Claude "Runt" Barrett
Sheriff, DeWitt County

CB:pl

Enc.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



October 14, 1968

The Honorable Claude Barrett
Sheriff of De Witt County
Ciinton, Illinois 61727

Dear Sheriff Barrett:

Thank you very much for the information
contained in your letter of October 10.

We will do 21l we can to verify the ac-
curacy of the information given you.

Sincerely,

PHIL M., CANALE, JR.
: District Attorney General
PMCJIr :MEF

//5/ //j /,\A /0J<f\/j

44 el
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10-17-88

AIRTEL AN

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38881)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Submitted herewith for the informa
and Kansas City is a supplementary inves
by Dewitt County Sheriffs Department, C
noted that report sets torth tntornt

During the course o RN
associated with a m uu rc-m B _Cle.
during course of ilifestigation stites I SRERT DAL PORTER, alias
BOB CLINE, told him that JAMES EARL u! and mm were permitted
to escape from the Jeffersoa City Penitentiary at the same time so
that they could kill NARTIN LUTHER KING. PORTER also reportedly
told OSBORNE that ho and RAY were both later arrested in Mewmphis,
Tennesses, at the same time and subsequently released.

The Memphis Division has no information available indi-
cating that OSBORNE and RAY were arrested at the same time in
Nemphis and subsequently released.

It is suggested that the Bureau review the identification
record of ROBERT DALE PORTER to determine whether or not there is
any information disclosing & common arrest or a common incarcera-
tion with subject JANMES EARL RAY,

The nm City Office, at Jefferson City Pemitentiar
should review ascertaln whether or loi ROBERT DALY

PORTER, alias l:l CLINE, has ever been incarcerated at Jefferson
City Penitentiary and whether or not any information available to
indicate he is an escapee, and whether time of escape corresponds

with that of JAMES EARL RAY, 6/7/‘/67/7742‘47:‘[:"/@/@
3 BUREAU (Enc. 3)(AN)
2 KARBAS CITY (Eunc. 3)(AN) \/ | e /

\ . ¢ Y

:BN
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ME 44-1987

Kansas City should also determine whether or not there
is any information available indicating that ROBERT DALE PORTER
may have been incarcerated at the sane time as JAMES EARL RAY or
may possibly have been a celimate of JAMES EARL RAY.

e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

' I
T : SAC, Memphis (44-1987) \B’gflgf’ DATE:! Qctober 28, 1968
[P - 39‘
354
FROM Director, FBI oA %ﬂk f}f77q ’834‘£
A £ qd1 077
0 1407 -7 31
SUBJECT:  MURKIN 6 ally 3 ot a
: Sy - Tyd )
g8 kﬁéﬂ%{hg i

U g
o ReMEairtel tO/the Bureau dated 10/17/68.

Enclosed for Memphis and Kansas
copy of A£he identification record conce
Porter," for assistance in evaluating
furnished by Carl Raymond Osborne

ty is one

ing Robert Dale

e information as
,_/JLLGJ—E‘/OC{)C/Q'
Memphis and Kansas City should expedite

the evaluation in this matter. —
Enclosure
2 - Kansas City (Enclosure) -

g it A T el SAIE
‘ 7N/
fleolie R
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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YTy

D STATES DEPARY Y

U s WE  10.2E5.89 RS
FYDERAL L‘L AT OF INVER
VASHINGTON 25, . C.
SThNd Gl S
Dzrecnr
— . - 593 482 . . . .
The follov/ing FBI rccord, NUMBER , 18 furnished FOR CYFICIAL USE ONLY.
CONTRITUTOR OF - ARRESTED OR
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

HULIBER

USH Des Hoines

Towa

Var Dept
Vazli BC

Alleshoeny Co
Det Bu rgh Pa

(=4

U3 ﬁ P“h Pa

Provost larshzl
Sheppard Field
Wichlta Falls
T“Vas

gﬁ Highuay

Patrol .
Kirkwood lio

o
8 21dorn

! “ ‘J'

Porter
FLTL(TATS

Robert Da
Porter

Robert
Portcr

FLTLTTHTS

}LO
Porto

»r.aks]

219

Ro.vltjpw////

JPorter”

#56229

#RA-16207246

54 -/ U -

Dbevs Q}%g//
Pertey .
HepnD)

w1 2G
Robert Dle
Zorter

WL

R

Lz,

Notations adicated uj
fovmerly furnizhed this By

ONLY AS INVISTIGA

p— &7
;A:.‘o{ At

. syt
cau conering IDLAKVHIGS]?

-~

ok

16=0-117

pplicang

=313

lenlisted

2-18-45

L-ph 16

enlistod
I
v

7-16-N7

i °‘§?~

Jeransporting
stolen auto
interstate

transport
stolen auto
Interstate

i
conf 1930

i
auto lare
lore of aulo

1is% the peace

b.29-46 wor
[ilitary Poli
of this areca
case noile’
prOuS'@d

i LEADS,

of Yhe rame or shailap

16—7058:2~4
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2

The following FBI reco:fd, NUMBER

ur

D STATES DEPARTDH
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

& 590 482

YN
NN

T
T3

Gr JUFTCH
IGATION

Q{} . tﬁl\/\Q‘E‘ﬁJ

pE

OV

Director,

, is furnished ¥OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
(i

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGIRPRINTS

NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

CHARGE

DISPOSITION

- Jowa

PD Waterioo
Iowa

SO Waterloo
Towa

St Hwy Pat
Springfield Mo

PD Tucson Ariz

St Bd. of Parderls
& Parolesn
Phoenix Ariz
#14871

SO Charles City
Iowa - - .

SP Ft Madison

SPen Ft Madiso
Iowa - . :

PD Waterloo
Jowa ‘

S0 VWaverly
Iowa

SO Waverly-Iowa

individual inownen

Robert/pale
Porter/#2312/;’

-

Robert D..
Porter #2022

Robert Dale
Porter #D-9Q31

Robert D
Porter #896-M

Robert Porter]
#-~ SP
Florence Ariz

//V
Robert Dale
Porter 4558
Robt Dal

Porter 421944

Robert

e .
Porter 4231

Robert Dale
Porter #23]

Robart
Porter

Robert
Porter

lLannt

) wnr i)
S ST T RS

9-1-47

\O

~2“47

11-19--47

\n

~T-U8

G-2-48

7-12-49

1P-15-49

inv re: aslt &
AWOL

rape

B&L

T

€

urg

urg lst deg

tatutory rape

ape

scape
ntox
2ck dnr

isturbance of
he peace

9~12-47 no bill
by Grand Jury

-2 yrs 5-4-49

arole out of
state

P'IH‘L_A

pending

yrs 12-30-52
Xp final recon.
or escape

- QAN

yrs 12-8-54
Xp of sent

10 & $2 or 3
as

Q) @ \Nn

QO das Co Jal:?

£

8-16-55 F $1.00
& C served 30
das Co Jall

Notailons indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FIANGERERINTS IN ¥BI files.

re .
i he notations are basad on
RAR N

1

[EOCRA ]

[l sXRERY

formerly furnished this Durean eoncerning individuals of the same or shnilar nanes or aliazes and ARV LISTL!

ONLY AS INVESTICATL

Vi LEADS.

18—703532~4
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3

L

FD

FD

rp

FD

PD

PD

‘Since neither finzerpri  BBP STATHS DEPARTMENT OF © “TICH

H Aatn
numner Wity

that o .

individeal in whem |
The following FBI record, NUMBER L 505 hho

cvapantan L
1 Uareliics ot

vhiz malzric) conon

is wEeRedAL BUNEAU OF INVESTIGATIU..
fad veur request, WASHINCTON 25, D. C.

L AnGe; WS

o :Q’Q;‘c.’

» 18 furnished TOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

K
‘2’ W :;"-'»:,\,‘uw.»“

a1
S th .
T e Director,

~11
‘v“-l

2re interested.

CONTRIZYTOR OF

NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR

CHARGE DISPOSITION

FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED
St Louis lio L10-30.-85] dinv sus L rel

St ILiouls lio

St Louis o

Albuguercgue iTlex

€T T

Santa Yo llilex

Albuguergue Ilisx

Fed Corr Inst
InTuna Tex»as

FD

Los Anzeles

Calif

L33
eIt

e
Robert PAle Q=T=H7 gusn bury
Porter/ 550009 - cT
Rovers DAle 12-8-57 iav of bozus 1-3h0
Portew iian=1hl chlts in ¢
tE:
. AN

Z\x\

[

Pomsd

3 o

bl

wn :

e}
]
et
3
ct
&)
3
bty
e
[
=
..k
-
{_.k
e
"
wd

Robart D,
7 O=174

3 toaffic .
mloderzanors

En3 ©52108-10

Robert Dale
Portern

FLA 520 COR<P

~ A o} IO o I ony
ERN F-20=-20 | D-E-Cro 102
3 - - gt
DrLar Dyay acw
R et TR T St
saeD LY Pea a0l

Notaticns irdicated by * ART NOT BASED ON FINGERDPRINTS IN FBI files.
Bere
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS.

formerly furnished this

The notations are based on d:
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A1l descriytive factors (if any) furnished by you match
those in ocur identification file unless herein gquoted.

DESCRIPTION AI;ITD RELATED DATA:
Race: white
Sex: male -
Height: 79w
Weight: 175 1bs

4

Hair: gray

Eyes: blue

Date and Place of Birth:

Clarinda lowa

Scars & Marks: gcar upper right arm, right forearn

Address: 1031 B. Bremer fve Vaverly Towa in 1988

Occupation: Genoral Laborer

Information shown on this Idzntification Record reprzzonts data furnished FBI by fingerprint

contributors. Where final c.ir?acsiunn is net shown or further explanction of charge is dasired, con
municate with agoncy contribuling those Lnf'a* rints.

lotations indicatzd by * are HOT Lased on .;]u\f srprints in T'BI files but-are listed only as inve
gative leads as boing pessikly identical vwith subjcet of this racovd.
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Both Ku Klux Klansmen and Negro
students have marched in downtown
Atlanta in recent months.

Students picketed stores with
segregated lunch counters; Klansmen
picketed the students. During the
pre-Christmas rush, the two groups
met face to face, with no incidents.
Said Mayor William B. Hartsfield,
“Atlanta is the only city in the
country where Negroes and the Klan can
picket on the same street—to

music by the Salvation Army.”
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en 3/17/800,

If Aslanta dess aot know the fdeatity ef the Kiansuan
shouwn ia the phete, it may So dewirable te sentast the
"Atlanta Jewrmal” to determine the date the phote was made.

Atlamta is requested te adviae Ciasimmati enly sheuld
the Klanaman in the pheto be idemtiftied as RAY.
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ir. Pollak
' Septenbexr 17, 1968
JHY : swh

J. Harold Flannery

James Earxl Ray, Subject;

Martin Luther King, Jr., Victin.
Conspiracy Against Rights

CIVIL RIGHTS

I :

I interviewed RBill Sartor in connection with
the captioned matter for ahbout fouxr hours on August 22,
1962. He had been identified to me in June by Jesse Lpps
as a reporter who had been ingquiring into the possible
existence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Xing. At
Mr. Epps' reguest I met Sartor then briefly, and he gave
me bits and picces of information and yumors ahout the
killing that he had accumulated to that point. His
interest had been arouged, he said, by the firm con-
viction among many legroes in Merphis that there was a
conspiracy possikly involving some menbers of the Mewphis
Police Department. My conversction with hin in June is
set out in part ¥I, below.

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville,
Mississippi (phone 335-3272), with his wife and one or
two children. He 315 a contract writer for Tiwme, Inc.,
and he has coverred Memphis, particularly racial rmatters,
since before th: Sanitation iorkers strike. Ille arpears
to be known and trusted by those Vicgro leaderxs in Mewphis
with whom X have talked (Epps, Trotter, Rev. Jackson,
Rev. Bell, ectc.), and he savs that he is close to the
(former) Mayocr Ingram faction of the vhite community,

I attach a copy of his latest pilece on Memphis which
appeared in the August 16, 1968, issuc of Tine.

S TeTTean notTevalnateSartorts-reliability or s e veinen s nonl
that of his sources, but he is a "low key" fellew vho
is not apprarently irrational or fanciful. lie says he

W 9] et= £ 0T
.g(}/y 'Z‘M’ }
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approached the allegations of a conspirecy with skepti-
cism (vhich I doubt), but that he is now largely persuaded
therxe was one. He declines (for the monent) to identify
his sources, with three unimportant exceptions, beyvond
saying that they include four or five petty racketeers
in Memphis, Wew Orleans, and elsevhere and one well
placed protege of Carlos Marcellos in MNew Orleans.

He comes t0 us, he says, primarily to assist -
in ascertaining the truth, but also with the cipectaticen
or hope that we will feed investigative results back to
him. If thatis not possible, he would like to be given
the story first or, failing that, no latexr than anyocone
elsc. lie has been spending most of his time on this
since the assassination, but can not go much farther
because some his sources have begun to ask for the kind
of money or .protection that he is unable to provide.

Charlje Stein, a petty rachketeer connected with
organized crime, contacted James Larl Ray in Los Angeles
‘and told him that there were people in Hew Orleans whom
he ought tec talk to. VWhether Stein happened upon Ray
or sought him out knowing that he necded roney and vas
an escaped prisconer is not known, but Ray was told that

the people he ought to talk to would help him with money
and his fugitive status.

Ray's contacts in New Orleans were with MMafia-
Cosa Mostra representatives who refcerred him to Frank
Leberto (or Liberto), HMemphis racketeer and lieutenant
of Carlos Marcellos, the Southern Hafiz chieftan in ilew
Orleans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Streect
Produce Market where John McFerren of Somerville alleged-
ly overheard a ran speaking on the telephone say, on or
about the day of the assassination: "Shoot him on the
balcony, shoot him anywhere; and go to New Orleans fo
your money, don't come back here." -

2ccording to Sartor's informants, the Cosa Nostra

agrced to "broher" or to arrange the assassination; -for- -
an amount soncwhat in excéss of three hundred thousand - - -~

dollars ($360,003), after thoy were contacted in the

Rortheast (Nev Jersey or Pennsylvania), bv reopresentatives —
X 3 ¢ Y

of "Forever uhite", an elite organization of wealthy

-
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segregationists with officers or subgroups in seven
Southern states. The Mafia's (which Sartorx uscd inter-
changeably with Cosa Nostra throughout the interview)
intercst was less the money than the investaent-type
oppertunity prescnted, i.e., to get in a position to
extract (orxr extort) governmental or other favers from
some well placed Southern white persons, including the
KKK and White Citizens Councils. Quitman, Mississippi,
ras said by Sartor to be a possible base of "Forevex
White's" operations.

Claude Cockrell, allegedly a llemnhis scqro-
gationist, extortionist, narcotics pusher, and poetty
racketeer, may have been a contact between the Mafia
and "rForever White." In any event, he is thought to
have gone to Miami, Florida, between April 14 and 24,
1968, whexe he may have picked up money to be delivered
to Philadelphia or Wew Jerscy. Cockrell also way have
been instrumental in getting Ray out of Memphis afiter
the assaseination either by truck (according to Sartor's
New Orleans informants) ox in Cocirell's private plane,
which is said to usze a private landing strcip at Milling-
‘ten and which 1s piloted by one Joe Shafer.

Accoxrding to Sartor, Joo Cacameci (ph.) anrd
Laryy Mann (aka. Lorry Hanning and Laxyy ¥ax), two pro-
fessional killers, are also involved. Joe Cacananci
allegedly met Jawes Barl Ray at a Lion Service Station
in Memphis the day of or the night bcfore the shooting.
Larxy Mann has been saying that he works for Trank
Leberto and is responsible for "getting” James Earl
Ray. According to one of Sartor's dNew Orleans infoxrm-
ants, Janes Raxl Ray was seen at, oxr stayed at, the
Pontoteoc lotel in Memphis approxinately three days
before the shooting. '
" The oricinal plan was that Ray would bhe arrest-
cd immediately after the shooting, tried, and acguitted,
There was a change, however, perhaps as late as an hour
before the sheooting, due to a mix-up involving the money.
" Eitner the Mafia wanted Han at large until the balance
of the price was paid or, more likely, savs Sartor, the
money was still in the North and the shares of those in

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HMemphis (Leberto and others) had not been paid, and
it was they who wanted Ray at large as a lever on highex-

ups in the rackets.,

In any event, Sartor's informants claim that
Ray's escape from Memphis was engincered with the con-
nivance of scveral Memphis police officers who knew of
the plot. RAfter the money preblem was resolved, Ray
deliberately permitted himself to be axrestad in London
with the understanding that he will be acguitted in
Menphis. However, another story has it that he will be
killed in a holocaust which will endanger a large numbexr
of lives.

Two aspects of the foregoing information per-
suade Sartor of its accuracy. First, he has received
identical fraguwents of information indevendently fron
different souvrces. Secondly, scveral of his sources
in Memphis and ¥ew Orleans have told him that agents

1% e}
of Pareaa and non-Pureau Justice Devartment represen-—
tatives, including a man named (FHU) Voight, have in-
terviewed them about the assassination.

Sartor took me to nmeet Pa

at Lvons whe, accoxding
to Sartox, is a petty gambler with sources of information
close to Frank Leberto. In nmy prescence, Lyons repoated
to Sartor that, according to “Brnie” (Lyons did not gve
a last name), Ray net Joe Cacameci at a Lion Service

Station on the night before or the day of the shooting.
Lyons expressed concern for the safety of his wife and
children; X did rot comment or ask him any questions.
He also sald that tie “talk” was that Ray would he
acguitted.

Sartor eays that his informants will probkably
be willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for
proney, immunity, or protection or all threc. Because
Sartor wants us to contact his principal informants ;
through him, he declined to identify any contacts eucept
Lycns, Rev. Carl Basinger and Memphils policeman E. I,
Redditt, below.

"An additional, ap:

rrarently unrelated, piece of
information furnished by

a
Sartor was that a little liegro
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boy allegedly heard a shot and sav a man jump up from
the bushes behind the rocming house (below the window
arca from which the shot is thoughit to have bLecen fired)
and xun off. According to Sartor, the little boy has
been identified and intervicewsd by Durcau agents and
the Memphis Police Departnent.

Iz -
During our first conversation, on June 12, 1968,
Sartor gave ne the following fragments of allegations and
information: '

1. Shortly after the killing, a bartender
overhecard some lemphis policemen say that there had

been a "slip-up,” and that the essassination was orig-
inally scheduled to take place after the march for
which Dr. Xing had returned to Memphis. When I ashked
Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his
New Orleans informants had also referred to a similar

change in plans.
2. A minister, identified hy Sartor
as Rev. Carl Basingex, 1617 E. Morcland, HMem;
advised by a ranking officer in the Mauphis Police De-
partment (capntain or above) not to ¢o near Rr. King
because something was going to happen to hin,

3. Accoxrding to former Mayor Ingram (although
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this
directly from hia), a civilian was seen lying in the
back of a police car immediately after the shooting,
" and near Mulberry or Huling he got out of the police
car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor
had nothing further on this in Auvgust.

¥

4. John McPFerren, the NWegro civil rights
activist from Sowerville, Tennessee, overheard part of
a telephone convarsation at the Scott Streot Preoduce
Market in which the speaker allegedly made the comments
noted above. Shortly thereafter, McPerren was visited,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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for no apparent reason, by a man named Povers from
lew Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in
Auqgust,

5. An unidentified Megro policeman was moved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day
of the ascassination. According to Sartor, the Dis-
patcher told the pelicerman to rove two oy three tines
during the afternocon, but he did not do so until ex-
plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In
August, Sartor identified the policeman as E. E. i
Redditt and said that Redditt had broken off an intex-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his rove
from the station.

6. Tvio Hegro firemen were moved f£rom the
station a day cor two bhefore the shooting. One of then
has reportedly told friends that, two or three dGays
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binocculars
vere set up on a tripod in the fire station and focuscd
on the Lorraine totel balcony. In Aungust, Sartor said
‘that one firemen left the Department or was suspenced
shortly after the shooting, and that he hags been unable
to locate cither of them. He Gd not have their names.

. 7. Mewmphis Chicf of Detectives, Vi, P, Houston,
called the Lorrainc Motel in the early afternoon of
Anrril 4 and s»oke to a maid named Bolores (LNU). He
inguircd about stationing detectives thore, and the
raid said that the manager would call back. He &id not;
nor did Houston. Sartor says that formar Mayor Ingram
provided this information.

Sartor was unable during either interview to
relate the forogoing allecations to his conspiracy theory,
but he says that some of it, and other infermation pos-
sessed by formor Mayor Ingram concarning corruption in
the Police Deparitment, suggest that a number of officers
ray have known of or participated in the conspiracy--
because they wore bribed or feared expesuroe. -

I told Sartor that I would report his information
to my superiors.
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and told him that there were people in
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approached the allegations of a conspiracy with skepti-
cisn (vhich I doubt), but that he isg now largely persuaded
there was one. He declines (for the moment)y to identify
his sources, with threc uninportant excgrtions, beyond
saying that they include four or five petty racketeers

in Memphis, New Orleans, and elsewhgfe and one well

placed protege of Carlos Marcellos#in New Orleans.

——

- He comes O us, he says, primarily to assist
g the truth, but also with the cipectation
e wil) feed investigative results back to
s not possible, he would like to be given'
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyona
else. 5e has been spending most of his tiwe on this
since the ascassination, but not go ruch favther
because some his sources hay¢ begun to ask for the kind
of money or .protecticon that he is unable to provide.

Charlie Stein,“// V3.
organized cxlme, contacted James Larl Ray in Los Angel

Hew Orleans whom

he ought te talk to. VWhether Stein beppened upon Ray

or sought him out knowing that he neecded roney and was

an escapad priscner_dis not known, hut Ray was told that

the people he ought to talk to would help him with money

and his fugitive statusgs
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segrcgationlsts with officers or subgroups in seven
Southcern states. The Mafia's (which Sartor used inter-
changeably with Cogsa Nostra throughout the interview)

; interest was less the money than the investnent-type
opportuyfity prescp¥ed, i.e., to get in a position to
extra (oxr extort) governmental or other fayp 5 from

' Southern white pexsons, 1na3nd*nv the

KKV and White Citizens Co unc11q. Quitman, Mississippi,
hhlte's" operations, S e e e
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R oL elavde Cockrell Vallegedly a Hemphis seqre-

' Hgfgatxonzsn, eXtortionist, narcotics pusher, and poetty

ﬁ/;u«”? raciketeer, m%y have been a contact between the Mafia

T and "ForeverWhite.” In any event, he is thought to
have gone to Miami, Florida, between April 14 and 24,
1263, where he may have picked up monasy to bhe delivered
to Philadelphia or iew Jexscey. CoCkr Ll" also wmay have

: been instrumental in getting Payv out of Memphis after

the assascination either by truck (according to #gaxtox's
New Orleans informants) or in Coolxell's privapg plane,
f ' which is said to uze a private landing «at: #e Hilling~
“ten and which As piloted by one Jaqlégéxe~7(' .
' € (A/] - '§*\/\’\“3‘ éf B !
ﬂﬂmfffh A pccoxrding to Sartor, Jos 1cdwn8¢-(P$ Ar:al
5 Larry uanﬁ3 aka, Larry %anninaL:nd LarryL}ﬁJ, two pro-
‘Taessional killers, are aleo involvaed. Jo& Cacamnesi
alleg:dly net James Earl Ray at a Lion ‘n*vxce Sxat‘on
7///' nn Memphis the day of or the night the gl RIGR

rry Mann has been, sgaying that he workn for Irann

<} Lcn=rto and is respgonsible for Ygotting" James Farl
né Ray. According one of Sartor's tew Orleans inforn-
ants, James Darl Ray was seaen ﬁ-, or stayed at, the

Pontotoc Botel in Memphis approximately three days

- beforce the shooting.

4 y
& L/ C/h’ r 0y s .
The coriginal plan was thalt Ray would he arrest-
ed immediately after the shooting, tricd, and acguitted.

H

late as an hour
volving the money.
1 the bhalance

Sartaor t'-‘\r\

3
There was a change, however, per!
before the shooting, due to a mix-
Eitiner the Mafia wanted Han at lare
of the nrice vas naid or, more ik
money was still in the North and th

[
7,
Se}

= ('.,‘ O ©=©
o
o
o

o ¢
"o~
(‘\
}_J
-4

v, \
shares of th
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-to Sartor that, accoxding to ‘Lrnie” “ons Aif

.

Memphis (Leberto and others) hzd not been paid, and
it was they who hnntcd Ray at large as a lever on higher-
ups in the rackets,

In any cvent, Sartor's informants claim that
Ray's ezcape from Merphis was engincered with the con-
nivance of scveral Mesmphis police officers who knew of

the plot. After the noney preblewm was resolved, Ray -
de\ibo‘atu]) permitted himself to be arxrested in London .\
with the unde rstanding that he will be acquitted in 5 “SVV
Menphis. However, anothoer story has it that he will bhe . Uﬁr

zilied in a holocaust which will endenger a large number (e
of lives.,

LG

10 aspects of the foregoing information vper-

..4

4 N
suadc Sar’or of its accuracy. First, he has recelvg 6/3
identicel fragments of information independently fron ,}w
d*f;::ent gouxces. Secondly, scveral of his soufceds q&n -
in Monphis and NWew Orxleans have told him thak 3] By

of Pureau and non-areau Justice Dnvartwoﬁ
tatives, including a man namaed

tervicwed thoem alout the assa351naulon.

Sartor took me to neet
to Sartorx, is a petty gamblex
close to Fraunk Leberto. In my

V“;

rasencg

Lyon 5

T T ———
a last name), Ray met Joe Cacuieci at a LlOu:u

Station on the night béfore or the day of-the sKo 1:9.
Lyons expressed concern for the safcty of hlo mifs ond

;.a.

children; X did rot comment or ask him any questions.
Fe also said that tie “talk” was that Rav would he
f“lttcﬂ

Sartor says that his infowmants will probably
be willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for
mnoney, immunity, or protection or all threo. Because
Sartor vants us to contact his principel informants
througlh him, he declined to idcnhlfy any contacts eucept
LXQDaT’RCV. Carl BasingerVand Memphis policeman E. I-.

CAn additional, aprarently unrelated, picce of
information furnished by Sar 7O or was that a little tlegre
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boy allegedly beard a shot and sav a man jump up from P //
the bushes b“hjnu the ro“wang house (below the window A%
area from which the shot is thought to have bLeen fire ﬂ) "Av”“';¥/
and xun off, According to Sartor, the little boy ha e
becn identified and intervicwed by Burcau agents anﬂ -

the Henphis Police Department.

Ix

During ouyr first conversation, on June 12, 1968,
Sartor gave ma the following fragments of allegations and
information:

1. Shortly after the killing, a bartender
overhe ard sone Mamphis policenen say that there had
been a "slip-un,” and that the essassination was orig-
inally scheduled to take place after the mareh for
vhich Dr. ¥ing had returned to Mewmphis. Hhen I ashed
Sartor about this in august, he said that one of his
New Orleans informants had adso referred to a szimilar
chance in plans.,

2. A minister, ot
as Rav. Basingor,/1617 E. OLcldrﬁ, :
advisco by a ranking of! 2 i
partment (capntain or above) not to 4G ne
because something was going o hapuen tc hi:

3. Accerxding to fommer Mayor Ingran falthoug ) .
my notes are not clear as to whéTner Sartor got thi P I
directly from hin), a civilian was sesn lying in fé’
back of a police caxr immaediate)}y aftexr the shoot
and rear Mulberxy or Buling ¥ got out of the pol
cay, into anothes: cax, and w driven away. Sartor
had nothing further on this/in Aungust.

[62]

4. John lc¥erxren,/the MNegro civil rights
aﬁciviot from Somerville, Tennessce, overheard pnrt of
a telephons corvorsation at the c0cf Streot Prod
Market 1n which the spezker a}legcbly nade theo conments

.

noted above., Shortly thereafter, Meferren was visited,
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“that one firenan left the Dopariment or was suspends

to locate cithor of them. He @@ not have their name

-G~

for no apparent reason, by a nan naned Povers from
licw Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in
Augu:;

5. An unidentified Hegro lnlJu::e,u.n vas noved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5 00 p.m. on the day
of the a.qassinatlon. According to Sartor, the le“
patchzxr told. the peliceran to move two or thrcece tines
during the -’thnoon, but he did nct do so until ex-

pl*cit1y lvised to that effect by a superior. In
August, Yartor identified the nollc’mar as . F.

B . L ¥ o v SO .
F dQJLU and said that Redditt had broken ol an inter-
view wi th Sartor affter starxting to discuss hig rove
from the station.

6. Two Hegro fxrgmcn veve noved f£rom the
station a day or tuwo before the shooting. One of them
has reportedly told fri en*s that, two or three days
before Dr. Kince was shot, a telescope or bhinoculars

ere set up on a trivod in the fire station and focusoed
en the Lorraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said

shortly after the &uootlﬂg, anu that he has baoen unal
7. Mewdhis Chicf of hetectives, . P, fouston,

called the Lorraine Motel in the corly afternoon of
April 4 and spoke to a maid named PoloresO(LNG) . He
i

inguirced about stationing detectives there, and the
raid said that the wanager would call bachk. He Gid not;
nor did Houstoa. Sartor says that forner Mayor Ingram
provicded ¢his information. R 7

o
\

Sartor w«as unable durinq cither interview to
relate the foragoing allecatiofs to his conspiracy theory,
but he seays that some of it, and other information pos-
sessed by'former Hayor Ingram’ ‘concerning corruption in
the Police Depariment, suggest that a nunber of officers
ray have known of or participated in the conspiracy--
because thay wore Lribed or feared CREOSUr . -

I told Sartor that I would repoct his information
to my superiors.
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(Type in ptaimxa oF cmle)

it the following tn

‘ g/ ' I S :.me% H!FD ..... ‘
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Memphis, Tonnessee
November 5, 1868

RE: JAMES RARL RAY, Aka.;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, VICTINM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Mr. J Harold Fiannery of the United States Depariment
of Justice, has prepared & memorandum dated September 17, 1968,
reflecting interviews on June 13, 1968, and August 22, 1968,
with Mr. Bill Sartor of Greenville, Mississippi, a contract
writer for "Time" magasine.

Sartor states that "Charlie Stein, a petty racketeer
comnacted with organizxed corime, ccntacted James Earl Ray in
Los Angelss and told him that there were people in New Orleans
whom he ought to talk to." Sartor admits not knowing whether
Stein's initial coantact with Ray was accidental or om purpose,
but he states that "Ray was told that the people he ought to
talk to would help him with money and his fugitive status.”
This is, of course, &t variance with the recent story appearing
in "Look" magamine which was pepared by William Bradford Huie
with the cooperation of subject Ray.

Since 3tein appears, in Sartor's account, to be the
very first of the conspirators to be in touch with Ray, and
since Stein is in a position of baving seleeted Ray for the
latter's part in the conspiracy, a certain importance must be
attributed to Stein. Regarding Stein, it is noted that Stein's
cousin, Marie Martin, advised Special Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on May 14, 1968, that Charles 8tein has
wvhat she described as being a "weird” philosophy which includes
some type "semsory contact with aature” and that on occasions
he spends loang periods of time staring at the sky. She related
that on one occasion when she was in ill health Charles Stein
placed his hand on her knee for about fifteen minutes, during
which time he appeared to be in & trance. He then asked her
to remove her "pants". 3She complied with his request and bhe
buried this garment in the back yard, later digging it up and

C: Bureau Yl 191 i & - fosee

1) Memphis (44-1987)
CH:BN
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James Earl Ray, Aka.;
Pr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim
CR - Comspiracy

returning it to her. Sartor offers no evidence of Stein's being
connected with organimed crime and we are aware of no such
connection.

Sartor tells us that Ray was in touch in New Orleans
with “Mafia" representatives who referred Ray to Frank Liberto,
described by Sartor as being a Meaphis racketeer and a lieutemant
of Carlos Marcellos, the southern Mafia chieftain in New Orleans.
Sartor thea related to Mr. Flannery the now discredited story
that one John McFerrea of Somerville, Temnessee, in or about the
day of King's murder, heard a man say on the telephone "shoot him
on the balcony, shoot him anywhere; and go to New Orleans for
your momney, don't come back here."

The FBI first heard the McFerren story at 2:30 a.m. on
April 8, 1968, at which time McPFerrenm related his story to an
FBI Agent and a Memphis Police Imspector im the preseance of
Baxton Bryant, Tennessee Council on Human Relations and David
Caywood, an attorney. McPerren stated that on the afternoon
of April 4, 1968, while at the L. L. & L. Produce Co., 814 Scott
Street, Nemphis, he overheard the owner of that company say to
someone on the telephone, "Kill the s.o.b. on the balcony and
get the job dome. You will get your $85000." This was the only
portion of the tdephone call that McPerren overheard. A few
ainutes later he heard this same telephone ring and the owmer
again spoke to an unknown individuml, saying "Doa't come out
here. Go to New Orleans and get your money. You know my brother."

McPerren further stated that after the murder of King
he saw a sketch in a local newspaper that was supposed to be an
artist's conception of the murderer. After seeing this sketch,
he was reminded of 2 man who had been smployed the previous summer
by L. L. A L, Produce Co. He described this persoa as being a
cross between an Indian, a Cuban, or a Mexiocan.

The inrformation furaished by McoPerren has been
exhaustively investigated and has been found to be completely
without basis in fact. Also, it whould be noted that nothing has
been discovered to commect Frank Liberto with Carlos Marcellos or
orgaaised crime.
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James Earl Ray, Aka.;
Pr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim
CR - Conspiracy

Our investigation to date has disclosed no connection
between this crime and La Cosa MNostra (LCN) and the orgamimation
"Forever White," described by Sartor as being an elite organimation
of wealthy segregationists, is unknown to us.

Claude Cockrell, described by Sarbor as a segregationist,
extortionist, marcotics pusher, and petty racketeer, was an unsuccess-
ful candidate for election to the U. 8. House of Representatives
in the election of November 5, 1968. Inquiries concerning Cockrell
mtade among knowledgeable members of the Memphis Police Department
reflect that he has been suspected of complicity in a moonshine
whiskey operation and has a questionable reputation among police
officers; however, he definitely could not be described as Sartor
has described him. Also, there is no evidence of any connection
with LON.

Joe Cacamecl and larry Mann, identified by Sartor as
professional killers, are unknown to this office. MNo information
to date has connected these individuals with the murder of Dr. King.

Sartor has indicated that Ray's escape from Memphis was
engineered with the connivance of several Memphis police officers
who knew of the murder plot. He has also stated that Ray permitted
himself to be arrested in London. Our inveastigation of events
immediately following the murder of King does not indicate that
Ray would have needed any assistance in escaping from the scene
of the murder or in escaping from Memphis, Tennessee. There is
no reason to believe that Ray did not drive his own white Mustang
from Memphis to Atlanta, Georgia, immediately following the murder,
and it definitely is not the case that Ray allowed himself to be
arrested in London or that he was doing anything other than attempting
to avoid spprehension,

According to Sartor, a young Negro boy allegedly heard
a shot and saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming
house and below the window area from which the fatal shot is
thought to have been fired. A thorough investigation was conducted
in the neighborhood of this rooming house immediately after the
murder and during the days immediately following the murder and no

-3—
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James Earl Ray, Aka.;
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim
R - Conspiracy

information was developed to indicate that any umidentified person
was seen beneath the window from which Ray fired the fatal shot.

All of the indiviaals, both firemen and policemen,
who were stationed in the fire house mear the Lorraine Motel
have been interviewed regarding the eveants before and after the
murder and nothing of an unusual nature has been noted regarding
the activities of any of these individuals or of other individumls
in the area at the time of the murder. It is true that ome or more
of these persons were actually ctweerving Dr. King at the time he
was shot; however, this is not unusual as these men were stationed
there for the purpose of offering protection to Dr. King and the
close proximity of the fire station makes visual observatism easy.

Due to the tense racial situation that existed in
Memphis on April 4, 1968, and because of the prominence of Dr.
King, the Memphis Police Departmeat had every reasoa to be in
touch with persons at the Lorraine Notel in connection with the
protection of Dr. King. There were police officers im and around
the Lorraine Motel throughout the period that Dr. King was residing
there. No significance could be attached to any conversation had
by any police officer with employees of the lLorraine Motel prior
to the murder.

Sartor states that information possessed by former
NMayor William Ingram comeeraning corruptiom in the Memphis Police
Department suggests that a number of officers may have known of
or participated in the murder conspiracy. It should be noted that
William Ingram was Mayor of NMemphis for the term ending January,
1968, and prior to being Mayor was a City Judge. If Ingram were
aware of any widespread corruption among members of the Police
Boptr:-olt, there can be no question that he was in a position to
root it out.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loamed
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ocutside

your agency.
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