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GEFBI

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

U30 PEDT 4/30/68 URGENT VSC

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, OKLAHOMA CITY AND MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA^/lNMATE COBB CO. JAIL, MARIETTAz^A., 

RElMTERVIEWED APR. TWENTY NINE'. ADVISED JAMES EARL j^Y VERY CLOSE 

TO (FNU) "PUNCHY" MILLER, EX-BOXER WHO WORKED IN ^TCHEN MISSOURI

STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP), MILLER REPORTEDLYONE OF LEADERS IN PRISON. 

DOWDA CLAIMS BENJAMIN 0. GOdDIN/SUPERVISOR IN KITCHEN MSP .

PICKED UP NUMBER OF BAD CHECK^ WRITTEN BY MILLER AFTER MILLER’S 

RELEASE FROM PRISON BUT UNABLE TO RETRIEVE^ ALL AND MILLER RE­

TURNED TO PRISON. GOODIN FORMERLY IN U. S. NAVY ABOARD SEVERAL 

SHIPS WHICH WERE SUNK AND REPORTS WEEKLY TO VA. CLAIMS GOODIN 

ON NARCOTICS, POSSIBLY BY PRESCRIPTION. -

DOWDA CLAIMS MAIN SUPPLIER OF DRUGS IN PRISON IS PRISONER, 

NAME UNRECALLEDl, BUT BELIEVES PRISONER. SERVING LONG SENTENCE FOR 

SHOOTING AND KILLING ST. LOUIS POLICE OFFICER. THIS PRISONER 

STAYED IN C HALL, BUT HAD RUN OF PRISON AND PASS TO EAT IN .

OFFICERS KITCHEN. PRISONER CLOSE TO FORMER WARDEN NASH. AFTER

END PAGE ONE
SEARCHED..................INDEXED..
SERIAIJZED..^—.FILED......A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO . ■

AT 44-2336 _

NASHCS SUICIDE, PRISONER TRIED TO GET CLOSE TO WARDEN SWINSON, 

WITHOUT SUCCESS. ONE-HALF POUND OF AMPHETAMINES FOUND IN TRASH 

CAN IN THIS PRISONER’S CELL. zPRISONER. DESCRIBED AS APPROXIMATELY 

THIRTYTWO YRS OF AGE, W/M, SIX FEET, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY LBS., BLACK 

HAIR. THIS PERSON HAD SIX TO EIGHT OTHER PRISONERS PUSHING, 

DRUGS FOR HIM IN PRISON. THIS PRISONER’S SOURCE OF DRUGS NOT KNOWN 

BUT BELIEVED TO BE A GUARD. PRISONER CLOSE TO RAY AND PRISONERS 

LEO BARNETT AND NEIL ABBY (PH)./ -

DOWDA CLAIMS NEIL ABBY HAD RUN OF K HALL AND WAS SUPPLIER / 

OF AMPHETAMINES AND BELIEVES SOURCE AMPHETAMINES WAS HAROLD^dHAEFER, 

GUARD AT KITCHEN GATE, MSP. AFTER TRANSFER TO C HALL, ABBY CONTINUED 

TO HAVE RUN OF PRISON. . -

' DOWDA CLAIMS TWO GANGS IN PRISON, ONE FROM ST, LOUIS AND OTHER 

FROM KANSAS CITY. RAY ASSOCIATED WITH LEADERS OF ST. LOUIS GANG. 

INVESTIGATION MARIETTA, GA., REFLECTS LEWIE DOWDA IN APR., ’SIXTYSEVEN 

MADE TRIP TO MISSOURI. DOWDA ADVISED ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT LEO BAR^TT 
AT FLAT RIVER, MO., BUT UNSUCCESSFUL AS BARNETT IN FLORIDA PRIsJ/ " 

DOWDA CLAIMS ON RETURN TO GA. MET ONE BILLY "DINK” CHUy^IN'BAR 

SOMEWHERE IN ALA. CHUMLEY FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, WAs/^VING HOME DUE

TO MARITAL DIFFICULTIES. CHUMBLEY AND DOWDA CAME TO MARIETTA, GA.

END PAGE TWO \ .
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PAGE THREE 

At ^4-2386

INVESTIGATION REFLECTS CHUMLEY EMPLOYED ROYAL TIRE SERVICE.,

MARIETTA, GA., SOCIAL SECURITY NO

LISTED DOB AS

DESCRIBED AS W/M; FIVE FEET ELEVEN; TWO HUNDRED - TWO HUNDRED TEN 

LBS.; THINNING GRAY-BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM TO ROUGH COMPLEXION, HAVING 

NO UPPER TEETH. DOWDA*S FORMER EMPLOYER ADVISED CHUMLEY TOLD HIM

DOWDA PLANNED TO ROB THIS INDIVIDUAL AND WANTED CHUMLEY TO ASSIST

CHUMLEY LEFT TOWN RATHER THAN ASSIST

WHILE IN MARIETTA, GA., CHUMBLEY

HIS ’FIFTYFIVE BUICK, VIN FOUR B FOUR

BEARING SIXTYSEVEN OKLAHOMA LICENSE X

WRECKED. CHUMLEY VERY CLOSE TO DOWDA

ROBBERY DID NOT OCCUR

INVOLVED IN AUTO ACCIDENT AND

ZERO SEVEN FIVE FOUR THREE ZERO,

W SIX SIX SEVEN TWO, WAS

DURING PERIOD CHUMLEY WITH HIM

IN MARIETTA, GA

KANSAS CITY AT MSP, JEFFERSON CITY, MO. DETERMINE IDENTITY

PRISONER REPORTEDLY MAIN SUPPLIER OF AMPHETAMINES IN PRISON AND

INTERVIEW RE SUBJECT JAMES SJARL RAY. DETERMINE IF BENJAMIN 0. GOODIN

TAKING DRUGS AND CONSIDER POSSIBILITY GOODWIN MAY HAVE ASSISTED RAY

DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS (FNU) ’•PUNCHY" MILLER AND INTERVIEW CONCERNING

RAY. LEADS CONCERNING HAROLD SCHAEFER AND NEIL ABBY PREVIOUSLY SET 

FORTH.

END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM Na 10
MAY 1002 EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101*11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
T0 : SAC, Memphis date: April 29, 1968

: Director, FBI

subject: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
I.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 
’’TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES” PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
publications such as shoppers’ guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation’s 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive.

Prompt distribution should be made and additional
supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number 
of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
cover: 100.

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available 
in each office, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
encouraged and special attention should be given to publications aimed ,
at minority groups.

SERIALIZED../;)........ FILED...

FBI — MEMPHIS

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-j

TO: SAC,

| ~| Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu

MURKIN

Retention
For Information | 1 optional

For appropriate __  
action I I Surep, by

The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, □ conceal 
all sources, QJ paraphrase contents.

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
dated

Remarks:

taken 
while

Enclosed are copies of photographs 
by a woman companion of the subject 
he was in Mexico in the Fall of 1967.

These are for your further 
assistance in connection with efforts to 
locate the subject

MARCHED...

SERIALIZED.

APR
Enc. ,
Bufile (44-38861)
Urflle
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(Copies to Offices Checked)

Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami

B Milwaukee
Minneapolis 

| ] Mobile 
[ | Newark
rn New 
BNew 

New

Haven 
Orleans 
York City

Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
Sacramento 
Sf. Louis 
Salt Lake City
San 
San 
San 
San

Antonio 
Diego 
Francisco 
Juan

| | Savannah
| | Seattle
| | Springfield

April 29, 1968Date

Q Washington Field 
Q Quantico

TO LEGAT:

| | Hong Kong
| | London
! I Manila
| | Mexico, D.F.
| | Ottawa
1 1 Paris
1 ] Rome
f ] Santo Domingo
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I PF

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

531PM URGENT 5-1-68 JGA

TO DIRECTOR 44*38861, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS 44-1987

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 5P

MURKIN

RE MOBILE TEL TO BIRMINGHAM APRIL

SETTING FORTH,NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO

STATE PRISON J MSP) AND CURRENTLY

SANDER

BROWN

UNDER INTE

R SUPERVISION SINCE

TATE AGREEMENT. TWO

UNDER

AND SPRINGFIELD

TWENTYNINE NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT

ARE FORMER INMATES MISSOURI

SUPERVISION STATE OF ALABAMA

OF THESE

NINETEEN

ORM., ALABAMA, UNDER SUPERVISION

INDIVIDUALS ARE HILLARD

SIXTYFOUR, AND JAMES W

SINCE NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE

BROWN INTERVIEWED AND STATES INMATE MSP FROM APRIL, NINETEEN SIXTY

THROUGH JUNE, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE AND ACQUAINTED WITH JAMES EARL RA

WHILE IN PRISON. BROWN FIRST MADE ACQUAINTANCE OF RAY DURING YEAR

NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE AND CLAIMS HE HAD TALKED WITH RAY PERSONALLY

AND HAD BEEN IN GROUPS

BROWN RECALLS THAT RAY

KENNEDY WAS KILLED AND

WHERE RAY WAS TALKING ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS

MADE STATEMENT THAT HE

MADE SIMILAR STATEMENT

EFFECT "THAT IS ONE NIGGER-LOVING S.O.B. THAT

END PAGE ONE

WAS GLAD WHEN JOHN F

AT'THIS TIME TO THE

GOT SHOT." BROWN

SEARCHED..
. SERIALIZED,/?
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PAGE TWO

STATED THAT RAY DISLIKED NEGROES AND THAT DURING TIME MARTIN LUTHER

KING WAS LEADING DEMONSTRATIONS AND MARCHES HE WOULD BECOME AGGRAVATED

AND UPSET WHEN READING THIS INFORMATION. IN NEWSPAPERS TO THE POINT

THAT HE WOULD CURSE KING AND THE NEGROES. BROWN STATED THAT RAY

MADE STATEMENT THAT KE.NNEDY WAS RUNNING THE COUNTRY AND ESPECIALLY

IN THE RACIAL FIELD AND THAT KING COULD GET THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

TO DO ANYTHING HE WANTED THEM TO. BROWN SAID HE HAD HEARD PRISON

RUMORS THAT RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE KILLED

THE MSP

BROWN ADVISED THAT SOMETIME DURING THE

THREE, RAY MADE STATEMENT THAT HE WAS GOING

THREE NEGROES WHILE IN

FALL, NINETEEN SIXTY­

TO GET' MARTIN LUTHER

KING WHEN HE GOT OUT. BROWN SAID HE HEARD RAY SAY SOMETHING ABOUT

COOLEY (PHONETIC) OR COOLEY’S ORGANIZATION WOULD PAY TEN THOUSAND

DOLLARS TO

CONCERNING

PRESENCE

HAVE KING DEAD. BROWN SAID HE COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION

THIS ORGANIZATION AND RAY DID NOT MENTION IT AGAIN IN HIS

BROWN SAID THAT RAY SEEMED TO HAVE A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF

MONEY AND THAT HE ALLEGEDLY GOT A CHECK OR MONEY REGULARLY FROM

SOURCE OUTSIDE PRISON. HE STATED THAT RAY DID DRINK AND HE

HAD DETECTED ALCOHOL ON HIS BREATH ON DIFFERENT OCCASIONS, POINTING OUT

THAT CONVICTS MADE WHISKEY IN PRISON AND SOME OF THE GUARDS WOULD

END PAGE TWO
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age four.
HE WAS GOING TO VISIT A FRIEND OF HIS AND VALENTI’S, THIS FRIEND’S 

NAME UNKNOWN, WHO WAS RELEASED FFOM PRISON AND GOT MARRIED AND IS 

BELIEVED TO BE RUNNING/TcAFE NEAR MOBERLY, MISSOURI. ANOTHER FRIEND 

WAS JOHNNYJOHNSOt^O IS FROM THE KANSAS CITY AREA AND IS BELIEVED . 

TO BE STILL IN PRISON AS HE WAS SERVING A TWENTY YEAR SENTENCE. ANOTHER 

FRIEND "NONEY" EDEN SERVING FIVE YEARS MSP. ANOTHER FRIEND, RICHARD 

BEEMAN, AND (FNU) MAYBERRY FROM WEST PLAINS, MISSOURI. ~

BROWN WAS SHOWN I. 0. FOUR ONE EIGHT TWO AND STATED THAT THE 

CENTER PICTURE LOOKS EXACTLY LIKE HE REMEMBERED RAY IN PRISON AND ,• 

OTHER PICTURES RESEMBLED.HIM ALSO.

INVESTIGATION AT GADSDEN, ALABAMA' REFLECTS HILLARD ALLEN -

SANDERS LAST EMPLOYED ALABAMA TOOL J^MPANY, GADSDEN, MARCH TWENTYONE, 

NINETEEN SIXTYSIX. MARIE CRESS^/SISTER OF SANDERS, ADVISED LAST ‘TIME 

SHE HEARD FROM SANDERS WAS OVER ONE YEAR AGO AND HE WAS RESIDING WOOD 

RIVER, ILLINOIS. PAUL MINTON, STATE PROBATION OFFICER, ADVISED* 

SANDERS PRESENTLY RESIDING ONE THREE SEVEN EAST ACTON STREET, WOOD 

RIVER, ILLINOIS, .

TWO OTHER INMATES MSP INTERVIEWED AND ADVISED NOT ACQUAINTED

END PAGE FOUR. 5
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A /

GE FIVE.

NOR COULD THEY RECALL JAMES EARL RAY AT TIME INCARCERATED MSP

THESE INMATES ARE COLUMBUS JONES, BOLIGEE, ALABAMA, AND CHARLES R

MASHBURN, OWENS CROSS ROADS, ALA. .

KANSAS CITY DETERMINE IF ABOVE INDIVIDUALS LISTED AS FRIENDS

OF RAY STILL INCARCERATED MSP AND INTERVIEW. IF RELEASED, OBTAIN

THEIR FORWARDING ADDRESS OF RECORD AND SET FORTH LEADS TO HAVE THEM

INTERVIEWED RE RAY

SPRINGFIELD, AT WOOD RIVER, ILLINOIS, INTERVIEW SANDERS

REGARDING RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

CAF

FBI MEMPHIS
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

I 
I

(Priority) I 
i.

ME 44-1987. : .
PAGE TWO ■

VEHICLE THEFT ACT, ONE YEAR ONE DAY. LATEST ARREST RECORD, 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FILES, APRIL TEN, ONE NINE FIVE 

EIGHT, POLICE, BERLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE, THEIR NUMBER FOURTEEN, 

DRIVING NONREGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE, FIVE DOLLAR FINE PAID.

NATIONAL CAR RENTAL SYSTEM (NCRS) RECORDS REFLECT STOUT 

BIPLOYED AS CAR JOCKEY TRANSPORTING CARS ALL OVER U. S., BUT 

HAS NOT BEEN TO MEMPHIS IN NINE MONTHS. NATIONAL CIRCULARIZA­

TION OF NCRS CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH JOHN RIEKEN, LICENSE 

ADMINISTRATOR, FIVE ZERO ZERO ZERO NORMANDALE ROAD, 

MINNMPOLIS. ■

MINNEAPOLIS ENDEAVOR TO HAVE CIRCULARIZATION EFFECTED 

REQUESTING ANYONE DOING BUSINESS WITH STOUT TO CONTACT 

NCRS CENTRAL OFFICE THAT STOUT BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED.

P. END.

Approved: ---------- :----- ____—_____./ Sent _______M Per ___________
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI TAMPA

1024 PM' URGENT .5/1/68 M JR .

'TO DIRECTOR' (44-38861), ’^BIRMINGHAM , (44-1740)

-FROM TAMPA (15 7-323 1)

MURKIN.

AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

RE: BIRM INGRAM, TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYEIDHT,-.'V TAMPA. TEL ■

APRIL TWENTY NINE

L. 3-. 'DEMAY

KNOWN AS OU OTE HOTS HO'

HINGHAM. TEL. -MAY ONE , INSTANT.

ITY'IS KNOW TO BUREAU, IS ALSO

AY ADVISED' HE HIRES AND PAYS PERSONALLY' ALL QUOTE' EXTRAS-

UNQUOTE AND" QUOTE ROUGH IES UNQUOTE ON: F AIRSR OU NDS, TAMPA. HE HAS 

NOT HIRED ANY EXTRA OR ROUGHIE-SINCE IN-TAMPA QUARTERS. ONLY HIS

REGULAR CREW ARE EMPLOYED KNOWS'E Eh PERSONALLY, AND NONE

ARE IDENTICAL'TO JAMES'EARL RAM-. ’THE NAME OF CHARLES RAY JOHNS3Ml,

IS UNKNOWN' TO HIM . AND HE HAS NEVER ,SEEN HIRED, BY. HIM -AND HE 

NOT ASSOCIATE ANY PERSON WITH .A DESCRIPTION^ CHARLES, RAY 

NO ONE DEFINITELY SLEEPS ON. ANY TRAIN AND NO EXTRAS ARE TO

UNTIL THEY REACH THE ROYAL AMERICAN-SHOWS FIRST STOP. THE

COULD

J OH NS 0

BE hl RED

SHOWS'

ARE NOT TO MOVE- OUT TO TAMPA QUARTERS UNTIL MAY TWENTYFIVE

EIGHT . DEMAY STATED HE .CQULD NOT: RECALL JAMES SPARK

SIXTY

BUT IF SPRAKS IS THE PERS ON- HE THINKS . HE IS- QU OTE HMS HALF CRAZY

END PAGE ONE
AY - 1 1968

||AROHEDn„.uMw....lNDEXED)^
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Page two

UNQUOTE. HE SAID NO PERSON ANSBERINGJOHNSON'S DESCRIPTION NOR .

DESCRIPTION OF JANES EA^L RAY HAVE' APPEARED' AT THE GROUNDS LOOKING 

FOR ANY- EMPLOYMENT ANDJsINCE SEEING NUMEROUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF 1

JAMES EARL RAY, AND HAVING 'BEEK 4 N C ONT ACT WITH THE FBI AGENTS 

SINCE. MURK IN,. HE -COI/LD DEFINITELY ESTATE NO ONE ^ANSWERING RAY’S. 

DESCRIPTION HAS B^N SEEN' ON: THE GROUNDS BY HIM. RDEMAY POINTED OUT

SPARKS PREVIOUS1^ CLAIMED <CHARLKS.?W CONCESSIONAIRE'

WITH HEART OF'AMERICA SHOWS IN TA^ WHICH "HAS'NOT BEEN IN TAMPA

AND NOW' CLAIMS WITH. ROYAL -AMERICAN, --..AND SUCH DEFINITELY NOT .TRUE.

I r VIEW. OF DESCREPANClES LN SPARKS TAMPA

WILL" NOT- PURSUE MATTER FURTHER <ACBv - DISREGARD /

LEAD IN RETEL AS ROYAL AMERICAN HAS NOT LEFT TAMPAi ' •

x ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ■ ;

END . '

OAF ' ; ■ y 1 I -
FBI MEMPHIS ' ‘ .
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WARREN E. HEARNES 
GOVERNOR

WALTER G. SARTORIUS. CHAIRMAN
BEN B. STEWART. MEMBER 
E. B. ROBINSON. MEMBER

J. RAYMOND BILLS, SECRETARY

CIRCUIT AND CRIMINAL COURTS 
MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 
INTERMEDIATE REFORMATORY 

. MEDIUM SECURITY PRISON 
WOMEN'S PENITENTIARY

stat: USSOURt

Board Of Pros, 'ion And parole

December 20, 196-6

| Board of Probation and Parole 
Box 267
Jefferson City, Missouri

Re:

Gentlemen:

SEARCHED............. ...JNDEXED....^
SERIALIZED..^....... FILED.,•••^m?.

MAY 11968
FBI — MEMPHIS -

RW; Jame 3 ■ Ea r 1- 
#00416-J

This.38 year old white male was seen for psychiatric evaluation on 
December 13, 1966. He was admitted here in March of 1960, to serve 
a twenty year sentence for armed robbery. This is his first ad­
mission to this institution. In 1952, he served a year and one half 
in an Illinois Penal Institution for robbery and in 1955, he served 
two and one half years in Leavenworth for transporting stolen goods 
across the state line. •

He is presently charged with an escape attempt in March of 1966 and 
has recentlyyoeen returned after an -evaluation at the Fulton State
Hospital. 
following

e has requested an independent psychiatric evaluation
heir evaluation. This examiner only recently received this ■ 

r°quest from the Cole County Circuit Court signed by Judge ^£Tey~re-
.guesting such an evaluation. However, the inmate expressed his desire 
to have someone conduct an independent "psychiatric' evaluation who was
not connected with the administration.’1 We informed him 
communicate his wishes to the court and possibly someone 
be found. .

that we wou 
else might

Ray is an interesting and rather complicated individual. He•reports
.that within the last year, he has had considerable difficulties from 
a physical point of view, involving a number of somatic complaints such 
as nain in the "solar plexes," tachycardia and "intracranial tension."
LXen we commented that these were rather large words, he reported that 
he had been reading up in the medical literature. He then stated that 
he thought c«t times that he had cancer or-heart trouble but that he no 
longer feels this way. On certain days, he has rather severe head pains 
but this is only intermittent. He is now on librium and works inter­
mittently’ on a construction job. ' . •

Ray was born in Alton, Illinois, where his father worked for the railroad.
Beth parents <'.r.j now deceast ;. He has iwo younger sisters. He reach.au
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MKOwi

I

It^Ms, 4/24/68

» * r

hair vm

^Ltr^aXi-

Ism tables (44-1574)

88$: mfl
(11)

SEARCHED  —INDEXED^ 

serialized^J^-^le0-^
MAY - 2 1968
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RAY never mentioned to him his plan* for escape or 
specific plans to hide out any particular place, but his 
conversation indicated he wanted to "make the one big score” 
and retire in Mexico, He nentioned that he and another Mian, 
name not mentioned, drove to Mexico, apparently Canpeche, 
one tine, in an old model Chevrolet, specific routes not 
mentioned. He does not know how RAT made his other trips to 
Mexico he claimed to have made. He said that he had lived 
in a rented three-room shack on the outskirts of Campeche, 
within walking distance of the town, and from his conver­
sation, former inmate gathered that this was during the late 
1950*s, RAY said he had been in Arizona before, but he did 
not mention any of the Mexican-United States Border towns, 
other than Brownsville, Texas,

He recalls RAY mentioned having watched a "fire 
dance” done by small Hegro boy* at a hotel in Acapulco, 
Mexico. He indicated he had not stayed at the hotel where 
the performance was, since it was too expensive, but stayed 
at an unnamed cheaper hotel, and he indicated that live coals

to as the owner of a small fishing boat, and he would 
smuggle things from Brownsville, Texas, into Mexico through 
Campeche Bay, He believes RAY made trips on this boat with 
the man, and apparently Mexican Nationals are not checked 
upon entering Mexico through Campeche Bay in fishing boats. 
He does not believe RAY could speak Spanish, other than for 
basic words for basic needs. He heard RAY mention a brother 
in St, Louis, Missouri, and he believes some of RAY*s trips 
to Mexico were with either the brother or with someone he 
had participated in armed robberies with, name not given. 
RAY Indicated he had invested a little money in TV sets and 
washing machines which were transported to Mexico by his 
friend with the fishing boat. RAY said he had been to Mexico 
City *a couple of times”, and he apparently liked Mexico 
City, but said it was a "tourist trap", and he could not 
afford to stay there,

RAY*8 only reference to working had to do with past 
bartending Jobs. He believes RAY said he had tended bar 
somewhere in Peoria, Illinois, and at some other town in 
southern Illinois, exact location not known. He never mentioned 
Oregon or Canada, that former inmate recalls.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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