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ME 44-1987
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
THOMAS H. WEAVER at Jefferson City, Missouri, on April 29,
1968:

A review of the records of the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP) revealed that there is no inmate named
WADE currently confined at the MSP. '

Inmates with the last name WADE who were confined
at the MSP during the time of JAMES EARL RAY's incarceration
were identified through records as HAROLD WADE, # 10780;
JAMES A. WADE, # 02913; JAMES DENNIS WADE, also known as
DENNIS WADE FONTENNOT, # 04495, and KENNETH LEE WADE, # 08955.

HAROLD WADE is described as a white male, born

:] at Waynesville, Missouri:; 5 feet, 10 inches;
160 pounds; brown hair, blue eyes, FBI # q His parents
are listed as Mr. and Mrs. BEN F. WADE, Route 2, Waynesville,
Missouri; brothers CLARENCE and VIRGIL WADE, Route 1, Rogers-
ville, Missouri; sister DOROTHY WADE, Route 2, Waynesville.
He was received at the MSP August 8, 1963, on a 4-year sentence
on check charge violation, escaped October 29, 1963, and
received two years' sentence for escape, transferred to Moberly
April 3, 1967, then to Fulton State Hospital August 8, 1967,
and released January 20, 1968, on a Warden's release. HAROLD
WADE had one violation report noted for "Investigation of Fight,"
February 3, 1967, but charges were dismissed and details were
not availlable in the file.

KENNETH LEE WADE, # 08955, FBI # H, was received
at the MSP, June 12, 1959, the first time, later discharged, and
received again August 22, 1964, until final discharge on .
September 8, 1965. He is a former Unlawful Flight subject of
the Kansas City Division, and he worked at the MSP in the
kitchen from 1962 to 1963 and in the bakery, in Food Service,
February to March 1964. He is described as white male, born
J St. Louis, Missouri; 5 feet, 7 inches; 150
pounds, brown hair; brown eyes, mother Mrs. MILDRED WADE, 2150
East Cottage, St. Louis, Missouri, and he listed a friend as
GINNY WILLIAMS, 2151 Sandy Ridge Road,,6 East St, Loujs, Illinois.
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KC 44-760

A letter in his file dated August 23, 1967, indicated that
KENNETH LEE WADE was received at the California State Peni-
tentiary at Chino, California, under # B-10470, on August 22,
1967. \

JAMES A. WADE, # 02913, was received June 7, 1961,
from Vernon County, Mlssourl, on checks conviction and was
discharged on February 12, 1964. He is described as a
white male, born | | at Arcade, Kansas; 6 feet, 2
1nches, 180 pounds, brown hair, blue eyes, FBI # 2u81633.

His wife was listed as ALENE WADE, 2531 North Minneapolis,
Wichita, Kansas, and he listed sisters LEONA THOMSSON, General
Delivery, Augusta, Kansas, and NAOMI KEMP, General Delivery,
Wichita, and an aunt Mrs. LEE CAIN, General Delivery, Inde-
pendence, Kansas. »

WADE is described as illiterate and can write only
his name. On August 8, 1963, he was assigned to Food Service
in the kitchen at the MSP, and he had one offense report for
"fighting in the kitchen" August 13, 1963, with one month
loss of privileges, but the offense report with the details
has been destroyed. As of September 8, 1965, MSP records
indicate that WADE was incarcerated at the State Penitentiary,
McAlester, Oklahoma, under # 72556 on a 7-year sentence for
larceny of automobile.

DENNIS WADE FONTENNOT, # ou495, FBI # [N, vas
received at the MSP March 16, 1962, from Jackson County,
Missouri, on two years' sentence for burglary and stealing,
and he was discharged May 2, 1963. He is described as a
white male, born , at New Orleans, Louisiana;

§ feet, 8 inches; 147 pounds; brown hair; brown eyes. He

is described as illiterate, has Social Security No. g“‘H“ﬁ‘IﬁJ
and he lists no brothers and sisters, stated his fatner die

1346 and that he has not seen his mother since 1946. He had no
relatives or correspondents listed in his file. FONTENNOT has
Kansas City, Missouri, Police Department Nos. EX 45492 and

88630 and New Qrleans Police Department # 74527.
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FBI KAN CITY |
223 PN URGENT 5/2/68 PHN
TO DIRECTOR, MEmPHIS.

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 1P

MURKIN

,RECORDS,'MSP,‘ASAREVIEWiD-THIS DATE, REVEAL THE FOLLOWING
TWO INDIVIDUALS WERE BSELEASED DURING THE PAST YEAR FROM THAT
INSTITUTION: ~ - | :’

EARL KNIGHT,/MENPHIS, TENN, ¥SP NO, SIX FIVE ZERO SEVEN
’EIGHT, PAROLED. SISTER LISTED/AS SUE MC SPARIN, TWO SEVEN
EIGHT VEST CALIFORNIA AVE., WEMPHIS, TENN.

ALSO, IVAN UNDER& 00D, AENMPHIS, TENN., MSP NO. ONE TWO NINE

TWO SEVEN. WIFE MRS. KATHLEEN UNDERWOOD, ELGHT FIVE SEVEN 02

BINGHAM, MEMPHIS, TENN, ‘

‘ MEMPHIS OFFICE ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THE ABOVE TWO

INDIVIDUALS FOR ANY INFO. THEY NAY 'HAVE REGARDING SUBJECT IN

THIS MATTER. IR B |
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

\ FBI MEMPHIS \ v , '~¥42£ZE;23253' |
‘ : Y N B 1B SEARCHED... .~ mugx:é‘ilf '¢g'—-
e L ; ; | SERIALizED,, "FILED ED;{-".. ..... o

M A‘;ﬁ‘ - 2196
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FBI

Date: 5/2/68

Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI
MINNEAPOLIS
NEW YORK

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987)
NURKIN,

RE DONALD STOUT - SUSPECT CO-CONSPIRA’!'OR

FOR CIRCULARIZATION AVIS AND HERTZ AT NEW YORK, AND NATIONAL
CAR RENTAL AT MINNEAPOLIS, THE PRESENT LOCATION OF DONALD STOUT
IS DESIRED BY FBI, STOUT IS WHITE MALE, FIVE FOOT SEVEN OR
EIGHT, TWO HUNDRED TEN POUNDS, DARK HRIR WITH WAVE IN FRONT,
EMPLOYED AS CAR JOCKEY TRANSPORTING RENTAL CARS THROUGHOUT U.S.
FURNISH INFO OF HIS PRESENT LOCATION TO CENTRAL OFFICE nzspncrrvz
CAR RENTAL AGENCY, v /

FOR INFO NEW YORK, HARRY P. STEWART, U.S, SECRET SERVICE,
REPORTED HIS NEPHEW STEWART LINDAH, SAN FRANCISCO, CLAIMED HE AND
TWO OTHERS THROUGH NEWSPAPER AD OBTAINED RIDE WITH STOUT. AT
KANSAS CITY STOUT DISAPPEARED WITH THEIRTEFFECTS AND PRIOR TO
| DISAPPEARANCE TOLD THEM HE WAS GOING TO SHOOT xiNG. |

btype_ RECORDS, FBI CHICAGO, REVEAL SIMILAR MODUS OPERANDI BY
. DONALD LAWRENCE STOUT, AKA LAWRENCE DONALD STOUT, FBI NUMBER

+.1.FOQUR NINE FIVE NINE THREE EIGHT ZERO, WHITE MALE, BORN | |
A M@
Reg.Mall m 5 Ma/ éﬂd

: Sent .‘_‘ L £M

| BlRved:
Regis E _‘—__-S'E:aal Agent jn Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
i
e
FBI

Date:..

Transmit the following in AN L »
. : ‘ (Type in plaintext or code) *

‘ (Priority) v

'ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO

'DETROIT, uiéHtGAN SIIILAR DESCRIPTION, WHO

HAS WORKED ASI'MERCHANT SEAMAN, STOUT CONVICTED MARCH TWELVE,
ONE NINE FIVE FIVE, FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION SEAGOVILLE,
TEXAS, VIOLATION NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ACT, ONE YEAR ONE
DAY, LATEST ARREST RECORD, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FILES,
APRIL TEN, ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT, POLICE, BERLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE
THEIR NUMBER FOURTEEN, DRYYXNG NONREGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE FIVE DOLLAR
FINE PAID.
| MINNEAPOLIS AND NEW YORK UPON RECEIPT OF INFO RE STOUT'S
WHEREABOUTS, ARRANGE TO HAVE HIM INTERVIEWED IMMEDIATELY.
A&D. P, END, ‘

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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File - Serial Charge Out

FD-5 (Rev, l. 60)

File _44-1987-SUB-G

Class., Case No. Last Serial
0 pending ] Ciosed Date
Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

FILE 44-1987-SUB-L

SERIAL 551A (Legat, Ottawa Airtel to DIr

3-27-68)
4-24-68)
Serial 551C ( Miami Airtel to Dir 4-24-68)

5-24-68 1lh

Employee

RECHARGE

. Date charged

Employee

Location
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FBI MENPHIS ‘ EE - “
FBI WASH DC

§42PM URGENT 5/2/68 GJM / ‘

TO BIRMINGHAMN 44-1740 TAMPA 157-3231 MEMPHIS 44-1987

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P

MURKIN.

REBHTEL MAY ONE LAST/AND TPTEL MAY ONE LAST RE

CHARLES RAY JOHNSON.

- TTBIRMINGHAM, REINTERVIEW SPARKS CONCERNING INFORHATION
HE FURNISHED IN VIEW OF FACT HE IS UNKNOWN TO L. B. DEMAY,
BHTEL OF APRIL TWENTYEIGHT LAST STATES SPARKS SAW JOHNSON
IN TAMPA' THREE DAYS PREVIOUS TO APRIL TVENTYEIGHT LAST
AND THAT HE FIRST SAW JOHNSON IN TAMPA ON APRIL EIGHT LAST,
AND OVSERVED HIM DAILY UNTIL HE, SPARKS, LEFT TAMPA. CONSIDER
FURNISHING TAMPA WITHAPHOTOGRAPﬂ'OF'SPARKS/AND HIS WIFE TO
ASSIST TAMPA IN IDENTIFYING THEM. | |

TAMPA, RECONTACT PERSONNEL OF RAYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AND
'HAVE THEIR RECORDS THOROUGHLY RECHECKED FOR ANY INFORMATION
RELATING T SPARKS OR- JOHNSON. FROM INFORMATION FURNISHAD BY
SPARKS, IT s APPARENT IF HE WAS NOT IN FACT EMPLOYED AY
'ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, HE IS AT LEAST AWARE OF THE IDERTITY OF

"HOP SHOT" WHO TAMPA HAS IDENTIFIED AS L. B DEMAY. o -
s ' L e VY

AL - 10,09 - b K-sz

CORRECTION LINE 11 WORD 5 1S ROYAL AND PLEASE HOLD FOR ONE MORE

- END
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HANA-LOMAX=KING (NATIONAL) _.,%n4

° FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
EDITORS: 'PLEASE CONFIRM WHETHER YOU PLAN TO USE THIS ARTIBLE AND ANY
' SUBSEQUENT PIECES ON THE, BASIS OF A NOMINAL FEE TO COVER THE HISK |
COSTS OF THIS INVLSTIGATION.' S R ‘ .
© . ' DRAGGING FEET? |
-%BI CAN'T KEEP STORIES STRAIGHT
o IN INVESTIGATION OF KING'S MURDER
PRECEDE: . IS THE FBI BUNGLING THE INVESTIGATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
LEADER DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.T- IT WOULD APPEAR SO FROM THIS, THE
" FOURTH IN A SERIES BY FAMED NEGRO REPORTER LOUIS LOMAX, NOW RETRACING
" THE STEPS OF JAMES EARL RAY ON HIS JOURNEYS WITH HOLLYWOOD SONGWRITER
CHARLES STEIN FROM LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS. THE FBI HAS BEEN FORCED
_TO ADMIT THAT FINGERPRINTS, CIRCULATED AS THOSE OF RAY, WERE IN FACT
|OF SOMEONE ELSE.’ THIS 1S BUT ONE OF A SERIES OF CONTRADICTIONS AND
- CONFUSIONS EMANATING FROM THE FEDERAL AGENCY. o
_BY LOUIS LOMAX S r,'v'f'~-;O ’ 7,‘{- = 1761
. NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE @ ",'..j‘; ' -5“FD
' (COPYRIGHT, 1968, NORTH. AMERICAN NVWSPAPER ALLIAVCE)

z

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., APRIL 29 (NANA)--AN FBI SEARCH F THE 1966 WHITE
- MUSTANG DRIVEN BY JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS STARVG GALT AND THE ALLEGED
SLAYER OF DR. VARTIN LUTHER KING JR., UNEARTHED GREEN STAMPS THAT WERE
'ISSUED AS A RESULT OF A PURCHASE AT A BIRMINGHANM, ALABAMQ PAS STATION
JIN MID- FEBRUARY oF 1968. - THIS REPORTER LEARNED OF THE ”REEV STAMPS

WHILE HERE lN SAN ANTONIO AND WAS ABLE TO CONFIRN THE ITEM BY TELE-.
) PHONE. THE BIRMINPHAN GAS STATION OWNER SAID THE STAVPS WERP ISSUED
AT HIS STATION, "AND, HE ALSO IDENTIFIED A PICTURE OF RAY AS THAT OF. THE
* MAN 'INVOLVED IN THE IRANSACTION. THE STATIONIOWNER RECALLS THE
TRANSACTION BECAUSE THE WHITE MUSTANOTHAD A CLUTCH PROBLENM. |
FBI 'REPORTS CONSISTENTLY PLACE RAY IN LOS ANGELES AS A STUDENT AT
DANCING AND B%RTENDING SCHOOLS AT THE TIME OF THE GAS STATION -
" TRANSACTION. HOWEVER, THESE REPORTS ARE BOLDLY CHALLENCED BY THE.
. STATEMENT OF THE BIRNINGHAM GAS STATION OWNER. THIS IS BUT ONE OF A
SERIES OF DISTURBING CONTRADICTIONS AND APPARENT "FBI" DISTORTIONS OE
~ FACTS DISCOVERED DURING THIS REPORTER S EOUR-DAY RETRACIN” OF RAY'S .
DECEMBER,. 1567 AUTOMOBILE TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS.' RAY -
MADE THE TRIP ON DEC, 15 WITH THE HOLLYWOOD 'SONG WRITER_CHRRLES STEIN

AS A DRIVING CONPANION.' STEIN IS MAKING THE DRIVE OVER THE SAME RCUTE
S WIT H THIS REPORTER.

(1.ORE) - T éééz""V“’éZ %meo mmmn e
L ‘ L SEMALutD {j -FILED
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THE FBI REPORT‘NDICATE THAT CIGARETTE BUglS AND ASHIS WERE FOUND
NN THE ASH TRAY ANL' ON THE FLOOR OF THE WHITE MUSTANG WHEN IT WAS
RECOVERED IN ATLANTA, GA. "I HAVE BEEN ON THE ROAD WITH STEIN, RAY'S
'DECEMBER DRIVING coNPANION FOR TWO DAYS AND HE.DISTINCTLY RECALLS THAT -
RAY DID NOT SMOKE. -~ oo

THE FBI REPORTS INDICATE THAT RAY WAS IN LOS  ANGELES UNTIL MARCH
27TH; HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE BOUGHT THE FATAL WEAPON IN BIRMINGHAM,

“ALA., ON NMARCH SOTH. THIS REPORTER DISCLOSED LAST WEEK THAT RAY
.DELIVERED A PACKACE T0 THE VEW ORLEANS FAMILY OF . ONE OF HIS HCLLYWOOD

GIRL FRIENDS DURING HIS LAST WEEK THERE., THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS, THEN, °©

- IS CLEARLY INPOSSIBLE.  THE FBI: INTERVIEUED THE FAMILY FOLLOWING. VY

DISCLOSURE OF THE INCIDEVT AND CONFIRMED THAT RAY HAD DELIVERED THE
PACKAGE. "THE TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES TO BIRMINGHAM VIA NEW ORLE ANS IS

"IN EXCESS oF 2, 500 MILES RAY COULD NOT HAVE DRIVEN THAT ROUTE, ,
.:PARTICULARLY IN A MUSTANG IN. THE SHORT PERIOD BETWEEN MARCH 27TH AND. \TI

~ MARCH 30TH. THERE " IS AN OUTSIDE CHANCE THAT THE TRIP COULD HAVE BEEN E

;ACCONPLISHED IF RAY HAD A DRIVING COMPANION AS HE. DID IN DECEMBER.

" THERE HAVE BEEN ON INDICATIONS THAT HE DID HAVE & COMPANION. ‘

‘THAT RAY WAS, IN PRISON. -

_ , fv~-CONTRADICTIONS-- . '
.THESE CONTRADICTIONS AND CONFUSIONS' ARE COMPOUNDED BY OTHERS THAT |

HAVE OCCURED DURING THE INVESTIFATION INTO THE SLAYINP OF DR. KING.

THE FBI ISSUED A REPORT THAT RAY HAD TAKEN DANCING LESSONS N NEY
vOORLEANS DURIN” A TIVE THE AGENCY'S OTHER REPORTS AND RECORDS SHOWED

\ )

THE FBI HAS BEEN FORCED TO ADMIT THAT THE FINCERPRINTS CIRCULATED

l:DURING THE EARLY DAYS OF THE MANHUNT WERE NOT THOSE OF RAY. ' THE

BLAME FOR THIS, ACCORDING TO THE FBI, MUST BE" ASSUMED BY THE VARDEN OF

THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. - THE WARDEN, THE FBI CLAIMED, ISSULD '
MISTAKEN FINGERPRIVTS ON RAY WHEN THE CONVICT ESCAPED FROM PRISON
IN APRIL, 1967. THIS MEANS TWO THINGS' (1) HAD RAY BEEN ARRESTED
AFTER HIS. ESCAPE FROM PRISON, HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN HELD BY THE
LOCAL ARRESTING OFFICERS AS A FUGITIVE, (2) HAD RAY BEEN ARRESTED

| IMMEDIATELY AFTER 'THE SLAYING OF DR KIN” THE MISTAKEN FINGERPRINTS |

"WOULD HAVE COVFUSED THE INVESTI”ATION "AND POSSIBLY WOULD HAVE LED
'TO HIS RELEASE. ' : v '

THE SIGNIFICANT FACT IS THAT THE FEORFIA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
(CAPS G B,I) HAD MISTAKEN FIN"ERPRINTS OF RAY UP UNTIL LAST
WEDNESDAY. HAD RAY BEE N ARRESTED 1IN ATLANTA, THEN, ON THE DAY HE

\\PARKED THE WHITE MUSTANG ‘THE EORGIA AUTHORITIES WOULD HAVE BEEN :

ATTEMPTING TO IDENTIFY HIM BY MATCHING HIS FINGERPRINTS AGAINST A srr
OF PRINTS THAT BELONGED TO SOMEBODY ELSE. | '
(MORE) LT '3_’7"ﬂ: e
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NANA=-LOIAK= KING--ADD THO
" " THEN THERE ARE THE CREDIBLE OMISSIONS THAT HAME BEEN DISCOVERED

OOURIQ” THIS REPORTEQS TRIP BACK INTO THE LIFE AND CTIVITIES OF RAY. ‘
APPARENTLY IT NEVER OCCURED TO THE FBI TO RETRACV RAY'S TRIP WITH ‘
/§TEIN 'AS THIS RE PORTER IS DOING IN SEARCH OF THE PHONE BOOTH FROM
WHICH RAY MADE HASTY CALLS T0. SOMEONE IN NEW ORLEANS. APPARENTLY IT
ALSO DID' NOT OCCUR TO THE FBI TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY THAT RAY
,WAS IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH NVW ORLEANS WHILE HE WAS STILL IN LOS
ANGELES. THISlREPORTER LOCATED "THE PHCNE BOOTH USED BY RAY 1IN THE
LOBBY OF THE ST FRANCIS HOTEL LAST WEDNFSDAY. THE 'WALLS OF THE o
BOOTH WERE COVERED WITH. GRAFFITI. ONE LINE READ “DOWN WITH MEXICAAS, o
wluunnb, AND MARTIN LUTHER COON." o |
| --rHTAL OVERSIGHT=- | -
THE MOST IATAL OVtRSI”HT WAS THE FBI S FAILURE TO UNCOVER THE ke
CONSOLE TELEVISION SET RAY ‘GAVE TO A HOLLYWOOD GIRL 'FRIEND IN RETURN ‘J_
‘ FOm HER PORTABLE. THE SWAP OCCURED AKOUND VALLNIINE S DAY--FEBKUAKY"' ‘
--AND RAY TOLD THE ”IRL HE WAS LEAVING IOWV. THIS REPORTLR FOUND
(‘UULH THE" blHL FRIEND AND THE TELEVISIO\ SLI. THE BACK OF THE "
E TELEVISION SET CONTAINED HANDWRITING BELIEVED TO bE THAI Or HAY AND
.CAN BE MATCHED AGAINSl THE GRAFFITI ON THL WALLS OF IHL XELLPHUNL
BOOTH. )\ ’ , | m N
A CLEAR READIVGIOF THIS BAKES 11 ALL 5UL CERIALN IHAl uny TOOK
THREE TRIPS Tu w&w ORrLE \a uhlwaun unu. 15 hmu AHL. LNU UF MARCH.

/
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IS THE‘ALABAMAVDEPARTMENT OF rO Uk vudIuLtb RFQULSIING THAT A

DUPLICATE :JF " DRIVERS L..Lv._vs\do... BL ooihI 1v A D.L“nu. \-ah"\u ovfr.ux. v\:‘
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