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released MAY FOUR,. NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE.

INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN KANSAS C^TYRE

NO FARTHER ”

FONTENNOT. ,- ’

A

RE WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS I NUMBER

JACOBS WAS NOT LOCATED THROUGH CREDIT, CRIMINAL 

CHECK OF ALL TRUCK DRIVER UNIONS IN KANSAS CITY.

AND

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FURNISH KANSAS

CITY WITH ARREST RECORD OF FONTENNOT; FBI NUMBER

AND THE RECORD OF JACOBS, FBI NUMBER

AIRMAft ‘COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND EAN ANTONIO,;

ARMED and dangerous.
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FD-263 (Rev. 3-8-67)

. -FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

JACKSON
TITLE OF CASE

JAMES EARL RAY, aka -
FUGITIVE
10 # 4182, WF # 442-A,
TOP TEN FUGITIVE;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
(DECEASED) - VICTIM

INVESTIGATIVE PERIODOFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE

MEMPHIS . 5/2/68. ... .....
REPORT MADE BY

4/10 - 4/24/6S

SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER
CHARACTER OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY;; 
UFAC - ROBBERY

elm

REFERENCE

LEAD

Memphis report of SA JOE C. HESTER, 4/30/68

JACKSON

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

P

. Will continue efforts to locate JAMES EARL RAY. All leads 
being handled immediately upon receipt. .

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT­
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES ONO 
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS E]YEs nNO

CON VIC AU TO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

COPIES MADE:

5 - Bureau (44-38861)
SEARCHED-—----- INDEXED- 
SERiALIZED_/X-FILED-----

KW - 3 1968
Page B)

2 - Jackson (157-9586)
Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations

Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By

2k^
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JN 157-9586

ADMINISTRATIVE:

The Jackson Division, at the outset of this 
matter, conducted investigation concerning the names 
ERIC STARVO GALT, HARVEY LOWMEYER and JOHN WILLARD in 
Federal agencies, state and local agencies, with negative 
results.

All credit and arrest agencies in the 82 counties 
in Mississippi were contacted. All city directories and 
telephone directories were checked. Selective Service System 
State Office, as well as each local board, county voter 
registration records, county Departments of Public Welfare, 
county Tax Assessor Offices, county Clerks of Court, each 
county, marriage and divorce records, Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Board of Health, Workmen’s Compensation and 
Employment Security Commissions, all utility companies, 
electricity,gas and telephone, financial institutions, 
registrar’s office in major universities, Port Director, • 
Gulfport, Mississippi, all shrimp boat operators in the 
Gulf Coast area, all barge and towing companies at river 
ports at Greenville, Vicksburg and Natchez, Mississippi, 
were checked. One million, two hundred thousand drivers 
licenses checked through IBM computer concerning the birth
date all of the above with negative results

All airports, motel and parking garage facilities 
in Mississippi were checked in an attempt to locate a 1966 
white Mustang with negative results.

All dancing schools or academies were checked. 
Civilian personnel records, Keesler AFB, Biloxi, checked 
with negative results.

COVER PAGE 
C
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JN 157-9586

Ingalls Shipyard at Pascagoula, Mississippi, 
checked with negative results.

All criminal and racial informants contacted 
with negative results. ■

Whereabouts of each major bombing suspect in
the State of Mississippi checked and verified to eliminate 
as possible suspects.

In addition to the above, numerous lookalikes
reported to the Jackson Office were located, interviewed 
and eliminated as possible suspects.

All of the above information has been reviewed,
indexed, and filed in the Jackson Office.

For the sake of brevity, negative type information 
is not being set out in this report.

No copies of this report are being disseminated
outside the Bureau; however, sufficient copies of report 
being furnished to the 00 in the event of future dissemination

COVER PAGE 
D*
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JN 157-9586
JWS/bls

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JAMES W. SAMMON:

On the dates indicated, motels and Standard ' 
Service Stations on the below listed major highways in 
north central and northeastern portion of the State of 
Mississippi were contacted in this matter: Personnel 
at motels were exhibited composite drawings of ERIC 
STARVO GALT, also known as John Willard, Harvey Lowmeyer, 
received from the Memphis and Birmingham Divisions, along 
with a color photograph of a bedspread and bath towel 
received from the Memphis Division. Personnel at these 
motels failed to identify the composite photographs of 
GALT, as well as the bedspread or towel as property of 
their particular motel. The guest registration cards 
of motels contacted were personally checked by SA JAMES 
W. SAMMON from the period of March 29 to April 5, 1968, 
inclusive in an effort to determine if any guest.using 
the name GALT, WILLARD, or LOWMEYER registered at that 
motel. These checks met with negative results.

Standard Service Stations on the indicated highways 
were also contacted and personnel at those service stations 
were also exhibited artist’s conceptions of GALT, along 
with the colored photographs of the Standard Oil map of 
the United States and the Standard Oil map of Georgia - 
Alabama. Personnel at these service stations were questioned 
regarding a 1966 white Mustang with an Alabama tag. Contacts 
at these service stations also met with negative results.

April 10, 1968 - Highway 55 Interstate and Highway 51, 
north from Batesville, Mississippi, to the Tennessee State Line. 
Highway 78 southeast from the Tennessee State Line to the City 
Limits of Holly Springs, Mississippi.

April 11, 1968 - Highways 78, 6, and 45 within the
City Limits of Tupelo, Mississippi. Highway 45 north from
Tupelo, Mississippi, to Corinth, Mississippi. Highways 45

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JN 157-9586 
3

date 
held 
area

However, Southern Motel was negative bn photographs of 
GALT; negative on bedspread; and negative on bath towel.

Mrs. ANNIE LOUISE HUDSON, Marsel Motel, 
Friendship Inn, Highway 45 North, West Point, Mississippi, 
contacted April 12, 1968. i

WILLIAM DOVES, Registration Clerk, ColumJ/Us 
Motel, Friendship Inn, Highway 82 East, Columbus,/ ’

‘Mississippi, does not use soap wrapped with Friendship 
paper, contacted April 12, 1968.

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JAMES W. SAMMON on April 15, 1968, in the Southaven, 
Mississippi, area, Highway 51, south of the Tennessee 
State Line in Mississippi.

' The following dealer outlets in that area were 
contacted in an effort to determine if they had any 
twelve-ounce Schlits pop-top beer cans with the brewery 

of March 15, 1968, which was sold by them in six packs 
with a plastic ring. The following beer outlets in that 
were contacted on April 15, 1968, with negative results:

SHIRLEY JERET, Stop and Go Store, Highway 51 South. 
MARY SNELL, Cashier, BILL RAGLAND, Manager, and 

LESTER ENOCHS, Stock Man, A and P Supermarket, Highway 51 
South, Southaven, Mississippi.

BILL BEALE, Seven Eleven Store, Highway 51 South, 
Southaven, Mississippi.

MARY DRUMMOND, Drummond Drive-Inn, Highway 51 
South, Southaven, Mississippi.

The composite photographs of GALT from Memphis 
and Birmingham were also exhibited to the above individuals 
at beer outlets in Southaven, Mississippi, with negative 
results.

In contacting motels on Highway 51/North on April 
10, 1968, RAYMOND ROBINSON, owner of the Thrift Courts Motel

4
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JN 157-9586 
4

at Senatobia, 
three of four 
30 years old,

Mississippi, advised that for the past 
weeks, a white male, name unknown, 25 to 
had been staying at that motel. ROBINSON

said that this individual is employed in Stray Horn, 
Mississippi, on Highway 4 where he is employed constructing 
a water tower. ROBINSON said that this individual drives 
a white Mustang with an Alabama license.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

4/22/68

’ DONALD DICKSON was located in Stray Horn, 
Mississippi, at the sight' of the construction of a 
wa terXower. DICKSON said that he has been in the 
Senatobia, Mississippi, area for the past three weeks 
and that he is employed for R. D. Cole Manufacturing 
Company of Newnan, Georgia, which company constructs 
water towers. DICKSON said he has been so employed for 
the past nine years and is a foreman of that company.

DICKSON said that on April 4, 1968, he was in
bed asleep at the Thrift Courts Motel in Senatobia, 
Mississippi, when one of his employees came into the . 
room advising him that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had been 
shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee. DICKSON said that 
an employee, TOM CANNON, and DOUG IVEY can vouch for his 
presence at the motel when KING was assassinated. DICKSON 
said that his 1967 white Mustang automobile was parked 
at the motel at that time.

DICKSON said that he is not responsible for the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER.KING, nor can he furnish 
any information in that regard.

The following is a description of DICKSON obtained 
through observation and interview:

Sex: 
Race: 
Age: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth 
Residence: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes:

Male 
White 
29

Fayetteville, Georgia
Route 1, Fayetteville, Georgia 
6 feet 
160
Brown

4/10/68 Stray Horn, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586
On at________ _________ 1_______ :________________ Fi Ie #________________________________

SA JAMES W. SAMMON/bls . 4/15/68 .
by______ _____ ______________________________________________ :_____ Date dictated____________:_____________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oF the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents ere not to be distributed outside your agency.
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■ - fM^ral bureau of investigation

1 Date 4/22/68 _____ _____

I DONALD SEWELL, employee, 7-11 Store, Number 34, 
6099 Milfbranch, Southaven, Mississippi, after being advised 
of the* identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature .
of the investigation, furnished the following information:

He stated that the 7-11 Store purchases its beer 
from the Service Beverage Company at Clarksdale, Mississippi.

He stated that the Schlitz delivery man appears 
at that store every Wednesday.

He advised after examining his stock of Schlitz 
12 ounce pop top cans that he had two six packs in his 
refrigerator with the date March 15, 1968. He stated that 
this 7-11 Store uses Toreador paper sacks. He advised they • 
do not utilize a number or size 20 paper sack, - /

He was displayed artist’s conception drawings from N 
Birmingham and Memphis, Tennessee.

SEWELL recalled that in the latter part of March, 1968, ? 
a white male approximately 5’9” to 5’10” in height, age 27 to u' 
28 years of age, small frame, with a dark crew hair cut, 
wearing a gray suit with black Jjip. stripes, glasses with black • 
rims, purchased beer at that store.

. SEWELL stated that he could not recall what brand of 
beer this individual bought or how he paid for it.

SEWELL stated that he recalled this incident as the 
authorities in Memphis, Tennessee, had put a’curfew on beer and 
liquor sales and that at the same time this individual was 
in the checkout line, a highway patrolman came to the store and 
told him to cut off beer sales. . ■

On 4/15/68 at. Southaven, Mississippi Filo # ._ Jackson 157-9586 -----

by SA KENNETH P. HUGHES/pac „na^ dictated —4/19/68__________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tho FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

8
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According to SEWELL, the patrolman adised him that
the individuals in line could make their purchases but no 
other individuals would be allowed to purchase beer. SEWELL 
estimated the time at 3:30 p.m.

He stated that he recalled this incident as after
this white male purchased the beer, he, SEWELL, had to request 
him to leave the store as he was ’’cursing” due to the'fact 
that the beer sales had been cut off. •

SEWELL stated that he had to tell this individual to 
leave the Store.

SEWELL again stated that he believes this incident
took place during the latter part of March, 1968, when the 
City of Memphis first experienced racial problems.

SEWELL stated that he had never seen this individual
before and has not seen him since. He stafed he did not see 
which v?ay he turned when he left the store nor did he 
observe an automobile. .

He stated that this individual vaguely resembled 
the artist’s conception drawing from Birmingham.

SEWELL stated that he doubted he could recognize this 
individual if he saw him again. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Located at the Southaven Minnow Shop, Highway
51, just south of the Tennessee State Line in Mississippi, 
were numerous six packs of Schlitz twelve-ounce beer in 
the pop-top can, held together in the six pack with a 
plastic ring, which beer was brewed by the date March 15, 
1968. A can of this beer was obtained.

Also located in that minnow shop was a brown
paper bag stamped "Homestead. Stubby. 20”. One of the
brown paper bags was obtained.

BILl/and JANE MCLAUGHLIN and their son WILLIE

MC LAUGHLffT, the propflftOts of tKat minnow shop, were all 
interviewed in this matter, and composite photographs of 
GALT exhibited to them with negative results. Neither 
they nor LAWRENCE PARKER, a frequent customer to the . 
minnow shop, could identify GALT by photograph, nor did 
they recall an individual driving a white Mustang with 
an Alabama license purchasing a six pack of .'.twelve-ounce 
pop-top Schlitz beer from their minnow shop.

Mr. MC LAUGHLIN advised that GUS (last name unknown).
a salesman for the Service Beverage Company of Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, delivers their beer to them, and that from his 
records, on April 1, 1968, he purchased 17 cases of twelve­
ounce Schlitz pop-top beer; on April 10, eight cases; on 
April 11, six cases; and on April 15, 1968, two cases.

It was noted that the Southaven Minnow Shop is
one-half mile south on Highway 51 from the Tennessee State 
Line in Mississippi and exactly three miles south of the 
Oliver Rexall Drug Store on Highway 51, Whitehaven, Memphis, 
Tennessee.

4/15/68 Southaven, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586
On___________ ;________ at________________ 1_______________ ____________ File #_________ ‘______________________

SA JAMES W. SAMMON/bls 4/19/68
by____________________;_______________ :___________________________ Date dicfated_________________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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^EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/22/68

| L07_HOUST^f, Mghager of Service Beverage, a 
Schlits: Beer'Distributer, Clarksdale, Mississippi, advised 
that a11 thefr beer is brewed and sent to them from their 
Schlitz Brewery in Longview, Texas.

HOUSTON said that GUS THOMPSON is their truck 
salesman to the Southaven, Mississippi, area and does 
deliver Schlitz beer to the Southaven Minnow Shop in 
Southaven, Mississippi.

HOUSTON said on March 15, 1968, his company 
received 2100 cases of the twelve-ounce pop-top Schlitz 
beer from their Longview, Texas, brewery and all of that 
beer has been distributed.

HOUSTON said that on March 20, 1968, his company 
was shipped*924 cases of that beer from Longview, Texas, and 
that he has 35 cases of that particular beer left, which . 
was brewed at Longview on March 15, 1968, which date is 
recorded on the cans. HOUSTON said that this particular 
shipment was sent on March 15, 1968, from Longview to him.

brewed 
by him 
he has

at 
on
35

HOUSTON said that therefore all Schlitz beer 
Longview, Texas, on March 15, 1968, was received 
March 20, 1968, and that of the 924 cases received, 
cases remaining. HOUSTON said that from his records

the Southaven Minnow Shop on March 21, 1968, received four 
cases of the twelve-ounce pop-top Schlitz beer; on March 28, 
1968, five cases; and on March 30, 1968, twelve cases.
HOUSTON said that that beer received at the Southaven Minnow 
Shop would have been a portion of the beer brewed in Longview, 
Texas, on March 15, 1968, and received by him in Clarksdale 
on March 20, 1968.

On_W17/68 Clarksdale, Mississippi . Jackson 157-9586
.at_________________________________ ___________Fi Ie #___________________________

by. SA JAMES W. SAMMON/bls n , 4 . 4/19/68Date aictatea__________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ]_J_
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date April 29, 1968

The wanted flier on JAMES EARL RAY, Wanted
Flier Number 442-A, was exhibited to BILL MC LAUGHLIN; 
his wife, Mrs. BILL MC LAUGHLIN; and his seventeen-year- 
old son, WILLIAM MC LAUGHLIN, JR. !

All advised that RAY is totally unknown to them
and that they do not recall that individual purchasing a 
six-pack of twelve-ounce pop-top Schlitz beer, while driving 
a white Mustang automobile with an Alabama license.

On 4/24/68 at Southaven. Mississippi r;ip # Jackson 157-9586

by SA JAKES W, SAMMON/blw Date dictated 4/27/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are hot to be distributed outside your agency.
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By communication dated April 17, 1968, the 
following items were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory, 
Washington, D.C., by the Jackson FBI Office:

One empty Schlitz beer can, 12—ounce size 
from Southaven Minnow Shop, Southaven, 
Mississippi;

One brown paper bag from Southaven Minnow 
Shop, Southaven, Mississippi.

By communication dated April 24, 1968, the : 
Laboratory, Washington, D.C., furnished the following 
information:

FBI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Specimens received 4/19/68

K169

K170

Empty Schlitz beer can, 12-ounce size, from Southaven 
Minnow Shop

Brown paper bag from Southaven Minnow Shop

Results of examination

Marks appearing in the number impressions on the bottoms 
of K169 and the previously submitted Q53 can of beer were identified 
as having been made by the same number dies. The marks on the Q52 
can of beer were not identified with K169 or Q53, possibly because 
the marks were not so deeply or completely impressed in Q52.

The K170 paper bag was found to be similar in all 
observable characteristics to the Q55 paper bag which was 
previously submitted.

. 16*
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AND"GORDONKNOLL*"SAL LAPI*RENTAL BY

LAP! SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY

MM 44~1854 
PAGE TWO

/ AND STATES DUE TO LAPSE OF TIME AND PHOTOS# COULD NOT SAY IF 

IDENTICAL, NOTATION ALSO APPEARED ON CONTRACT OF FIVE ONE FOUR DASH 

SIX SIX THREE DASH TWO TWO EIGHT EIGHT. FIVE ONE FOUR AREA CODE 

FOR MONTREAL, CANADA.

JENNIFER WARREN, TITLE CLERK, SCOTT MOTORS, HALLANDALE, 

FLORIDA, ADVISED SHE HANDLED TRANSFER OF TITLE FOR MICHEL ST. 

PIERRE AT REQUEST OF ANGELO GIULLA, OWNER, AUTORAMA; FORT LAUDERDALE, 

FLORIDA. AUTORAMA NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE AND CIULLA BEING SOUGHT

■ FOR INTERVIEW IN CAR RING CASE INVOLVING CANADIAN CARS. HIS 

PRESENT WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN.

MRS, FLORENCE BLAKENEY, FORMER EMPLOYEE, SCOTT MOTORS, 

NOTARIZING FLORIDA TITLE FOR ST. PIERRE NO LONGER EMPLOYED THERE 

AND EFFORTS TO CONTACT AT RESIDENCE NEGATIVE.

MIAMI FILE TWENTY Sit DASH THREE TWO EIGHT SIX FOUR, ENTITLED 

"ROBERT ALLARD J ANDRE BEAUDIN; JEAN CLAUDE BEAUDOIN; FRANK COTRONI; 

JEAN CLAUDE BISSONNETTE, AKA CLAUDE DAOUST, JEAN DES HARAIS, 

REGGIE LALONDE; WILLIAM POMERLEAU; FRANK SAVARIA; STEVE SMITH,

AGENTS FOR CRAFTS LTD,, INC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MM 44-1894

ITSMV*, ALBANY FILKTWENTY SIX DASH ONE TWO

REFLECTS IN 

SIXTY SEVEN

FOUR NINE SIX,

CONCERNING BOAT RENTALS, FORT LAUDEfcb ALE, FLORIDA, WHO ACCOMPANIED 

HIM TO FLORIDA AND DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT HE IS IDENTICAL TO 

SUBJECT RAY AND/OR MICHEL ST, PIERRE, ALBANY ALSO INTERVIEW 

BISSONETTE RE THEFT OF CADILLAC, IF NOT ALREADY DONE. ...

MEMPHIS^ ADVISED AM. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

NY TEL TO MIAMI DATED SEPTEMBER THIRTEEN

T QUEBEC PROVINCIAL POLICE, MONTREAL, ADVISED

CLAUDEjl^^ AKABISS^^ EVENING SEPTEMBER TWELVE

LAST IN POSSESSION WHITE SIXTY SEVEN OLDSMOBILE CONVERTIBLE.

WHEN ARRESTED DAOUST RAD CANADIAN SHELL CREDIT CARD OF MICHAEL

■ ST. PIERRE, TWO ONE FIVE ONE NW ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH ST. , 

MIAMI, FLORIDA, AND HAD FLORIDA REGISTRATION ISSUED AUGUST THIRTY

' ONE LAST,. FOR SIXTY SEVEN CADILLAC CONVERTIBLE, ID F SEVEN ONE 

ONE TWO SEVEN NINE FIVE, FLORIDA REGISTRATION ONE W ONE SEVEN 

NINE ONE THREE ZERO,

ALBANY DETERMINE SUBSCRIBER TO PHONE FIVE ONE FOUR DASH 

SIX SIX THREE DASH TWO TWO BIGHT EIGHT. INTERVIEW BISSONETTE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

Via TELETYPE URGENT

F B I

Date: 5/3/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) and 
ATLANTA 
BIRMINGHAM 
CHICAGO 
JACKSON ; ■
KANSAS CITY 
MOBILE 
NEW ORLEANS 
ST. LOUIS 
SAVANNAH 
SPRINGFIELD

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P)

MURKIN

RE BUTEL MAY TWO LAST.

ONE PAIR SHORTS AND T-SHIRT BELIEVED PROPERTY OF SUBJECT,

RECOVERED IMMEDIATELY AFTER SLAYING, BORE BLACK LAUNDRY MARKS

”0 TWO B DASH SIX” ON RED THERMO SEAL TAPE. SHEET AND PILLOW

CASE FOUND IN ABANDONED MUSTANG AT ATLANTA BORE BLACK LAUNDRY

MARKS "TWO ZERO R1IDASH THREE" ON WHITE THERMO SEAL TAPE.

IN VIEW OF RAY*S INDICATED TENDENCIES TOWARD PERSONAL

CLEANLINESS, PHOTOS OF RAY SHOULD BE SHOWN AT ALL LAUNDRIES

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS OF REBUTEL AND CONSIDERATION

GIVEN TO ALERTING LAUNDRIES ABOVE DESCRIBED TAGS MAY STILL

^^^j-OTCTPfO S0ME 0F subject’s LAUNDRY
A<

A,

M

M.S.D.
TOR:jap

ThE BUREAU MAY WISR ip' ^
W- /^tM ^'-^

Reg, Mall .Approved?

Registered Special Age in Charge
Sent
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F

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

311 PM URGENT 5-3-68 JGA

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND NEW ORLEANS

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURKIN

JAMES W. BROWN AS REINTERVIEWED AT TALLADEGA, ALA.

WHERE HE IS ATTENDING REHABILITATION STATE SCHOOLS FOR THE

BLIND. HE IS BLIND IN ONE EYE. BROWN WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH

ANY INFORMATION AS TO THE POSSIBLE IDENTITY OF THE COOLEY RGANL

ZATION. HE DID SAY THAT THERE WERE FOUR OR FIVE PERSONS PRESENT

WHEN RAY MADE THE REMARK THAT/fHE COOLEY ORGANIZATION WOULD

HE WAS

VALENT

ING TO KILL KIN

NOONIE EDEN (PH)

PAY TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS T

UPON HIS RELEASE

AND CHESTER EALEY

GET MARTIN LUTHER KI N&'KILLED AND

PH) WERE THE ONLY ■

HE/SAID JOHNNY

THREE NAMES HE CAN

TO THE BEST OF HIS

THE MISSOURI STATE

RECALL OF THESE PERSONS PRESENT. HE SAID

KNOWLEDGE ALL THREE ARE STILL CONFIEND TO

PENITENTIARY. HE SAID THIS WAS IN THE LATTER

PART OF SIXTYTHREE. HE WILL TESTIFY TO THIS INFORMATION

HE ALSO SAID HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY FURNISH ANY INFORMATION HE

DEVELOPS OR CAN RECALL TO THE FBI CONCERNING SUBJE

END

SAB

FBI MEMPHIS

P

SEARCHED. . . . . .. . . . . . IndeauO...
SERIALIZED,J^L-FlUo....;....

M AY - ^ 1968
FBI — MEMPHIS
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Mrs. Edith Ray Thompson was one of ten children who 
were natives of Springfield, Missouri. She resides in 
Dothan, Alabama for some thirty odd years. Mrs. Thompson 
was also known as Mrs. John (Jno) A. Thompson.

She was one of ten (Ray) children

Listed below are the names of all ten

1 Edith Ray Thompson

2 Norman (Normand) Ray

3 William J. Ray

4. Earl Ray

5 Eva Utley (Uttley)

6 Bessie Ray Bowser

7. Florence Ray Martin

8 Marie Butry (Buttrey)

9 Oscar N. Ray

10. Lester Ray

Oscar N. Ray died in Dothan, Alabama, leaving one son 
Stanley Ray, and his widow, Stella Ray.

Lester Ray died in Dothan, Alabama, leaving one son 
Charles Ray, and his widow.

These two brothers died before the death of Mrs. Thompson 
and their remains returned to Springfield, Missouri.

Kathleen Jeck was connected 
and she was a single person 
in Springfield, Missouri.

Pat N. Lackey was connected 
and she was a single person 
in Springfield, Missouri.

with this estate in some way 
on June 18th, 1958 and resided

with this estate in some way 
on May 11th, 1960 and resided

Norman Edward Bartling was anephew of Mrs. Thompson and 
resided at 155 Nebraska, Casper, Wyoming on March 30th, 
1956.
It is understood that:
One of three brothers listed, namely: Norman (Normand) 
Ray, William J. Ray and Earl Ray, had a son, James Earl 
Ray.
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rile - Serial Charge Out 
FD-S (Rev. 1A 60)

Fil. 44-1987-SUB-G

Serial No.

Class. Case No. Last Serial
O Pending " f"l Closed

Description of Serial

. Date

Date
Charged

Serials 566, 567f 568, & 569 returned to_____  
contributor 5-8-68 $8 SA Ronan (llh)

(566 Ancillary will proceedings on the 
will of EDITH R. THOMPSON, Deceased, filed 

_ln Houston Co., Afa)________ •_______________ 
(567 copy of deed dated MkSm£ 9-7-57

—listing heirs—of-EVA UTLEY)-------------
(568 Microfilmed copies of (Feeds showing
-signatures of diTferent heirs of urs^-----  

Edith R, Thompson, Deceased)___
(569 Copy of deed signed by Mrs. Florence 

Martin and Delbert Martin, Springfield,MO)

Employee

Employee

Location

RECHARGE Date

From _

Date charged



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Vin AIRTEL

F B I

Date: 5/1/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) .

FROM SAC MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(00: Memphis)

I am in rece t of letter dated April 30, 1968, from 
Mrs. OZIE SCARBOROUGH J7603 Englewood Drive, Dothan, Alabama 36301 
(whd K^uesred mat her identity be kept strictly confidential), 
sending copies of public records of Houston County, Dothan, Ala., 
concerning a RAY family of Springfield, Missouri. She thought 
this family might have a connection with JAMES EARL RAY.

■ Her letter has been acknowledged, 5/1/68, and she 
was informed that the material would be promptly checked out 
to determine any possible connection.

I am enclosing to you the following:

. 1. Original letter from Mrs. OZIE SCARBOROUGH,
4/30/68, with typed second page listing members of the RAY 
family. (Mobil/ is retaining a Xerox copy of this letter from 
her.)

2. / Ancillary Will proceedings on the will of EDITH 
R. THD _ deceased, filed in Houston,County, Alabama. (Will 
originally probated Greene County, Missouri. Mrs. THOMPSON was 
formerly EDITH RAY.)

,4) - Memphis (Encl. 5) u,
<2' - Mobile Y

JTB:mb ’
(4)

serialized.,^—filed 
MAY-3 1968
FBI —MEMPHIS

Approved: W _z_—__ ______ Sent _
.gent in Charge
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: c 5/2/68
Transmit the following in .

Via Airtel -
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

ReurtelS 5/1/68.

Latent fingerprints and latent impressions previously 
reported and remaining unidentified in this cas^are not identical 
with the fingerprints of Jarpes Robert Vaugh Memphis Police 
“ ame/ William Vaughn6l^I James
Hillis vaughn, Jru ; or with the fingerprints of one
lan^WseOSSi, „ orn [ in Westbourne, Tennessee,

may or may not be the Wilson named in your 
teletype. No palm prints here for these four individuals.

...... .INDEXED
I SERiALIZED.../j.--FlLE1)'

FBI — MtM

Sent Via _ -__M Per
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