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' On May 17, 1908 Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Paxts ..
Manager, employed 23 ears with Rust Internatlonal, Inc.,
International Harvester  (I-H), Inc,, Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that
the clesest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomlngton, Illinois; Police Department
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negatlve. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed yeveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL e
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and kis records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
.8 frandise dealexr in his district., BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California., BARNETT stated that any further
‘checks re MARSHALI should be directed to I-H
Home Offlces 401 North, Mlchlgan Avenue, Chicago, 1111n01s.
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A, ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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P
. On this date ivs, ,

nois, telephone 300 SJBW tod, the

£ concoreing this oot lad

idorably upset enotlion r

nnd o return hone fro 2ftorncon

wvanted to Ingyw wvhcthey is
identity would e protectend k3|
providad to us concorning the IIMXIE cazme, lHrg. BITADIR alzo
agked Vhat kiad of protection we could give fo her husband
wio felt his 1ife was in tanger,

Mrs,. 8TRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Durenu in confidonce would cariainly be
nrotected but that we were in no position o physically guard
her husband and if he £21% his 1ife was in danger this was
a patter he should take up with loeal authorities, hovweveyr,

o were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in regard to this cuse and would do
so at his conveanience upocn his orrival, lirs, STALADIE advised
sue would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival
at Lexington, Xllinoia, 8he waa also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomingion ond f tﬂ ._Aeahgu :s of cur office there,

-

‘-
éd she and her bhushand we:

Mrs, STRAVER ta% b ere passing
throuzh Mewphis a2t the time h&ﬁ YW LUTHIR KING was slain, Her
hsband allegedly overheard R conversation enong five individuals
cie of whom he elaims reosenbles the published paotogr-;t of BAY,
ihe subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.

La

. Subs nuontly, last Sunday night their car was ‘broken Infto and
on Mongay hz clainzs he vas followed from Loxing zton to Detroit
by 2 tan Chevrolet, the regisivation number of wnlch he vas
unable to cobtain, This car cun*ag‘nd tyo individuals waom

-
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e d4:¢ not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
©F ain but did not hit him because he "hit the ground'. Ie

~ow fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausc
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTEER XING,

Mrs, STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up-a
nutually agreeable time and place during: which we could interview
her husband conceruning this matter.
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" - KIKG asseo 1SS 1ﬁated Hrs, ?A)E 2dvis Eﬁ“haf*huusa&d'1s~«pllmavﬁua1nted

- in..the, Ba»on Rouge and Donﬁﬂﬂ Spr e, Loulbxana, erea, She stated

- he was, - in.the. sunmer of 1967, conngcted -with the E.C. Donnell . : S
. Consiruction Company of Dontian Spr ihzs, ln., which was doing cohmtrz ction
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“his mother~in-law had, an arfng

. Office of the IBX; anﬁ thst he, 8T ZADEQ shoutd call i, SULLIVAY

- would meXke an appeintuent ©o meet STRADER at any Iocationor at - - -
—any time when STRADER was avallgble, Mrs. STRADER biaieu har husbaad

:tolé -her-he vasg, diraAq to atiémpt to meot with-¥BI fzents, as he Felt
he was bel oﬂ foliove THegl” ‘T ADER stated she was- unable iq convi nwe
. her husbwhu to make arfm“r ments for 2 meeting with the 'R She'

- sinilad €0 "Six Flags Over Texas,'. Sheg related that scme way they .
" eame incontaet with 2 CIARLES and LTLLI \N SEAPIRO (ph) of Miami, - - . ...

" 'also obtained sanction of the shex 11&,(“¢J) IRVIN and SAH BOSEKO, both

husband rcﬂarkad "If King gouo bac' to Memphis he” will be hzlled
rg, STR\ 2R ad i ed her husband 4id say he wanted %o sce CARL
ST=nY of NBC, Waanxbrzon, D.C; wnoa he Lv ey bu did not sﬁato why

he desire d to sce ST LN., o

irs. STRADER advised her husband reiurned to the canvréﬁﬂmi
regiaanb at Loxington, I3lincis, on ?rigp //zo/c09 where he stayed
until the morning of Saturday, 4/2 /88, at nnAph time &"”“DER g,

s

cﬁ he aide

{u»'over "\ivs. STRADER's & n by &
previous. marriage. irs, Cﬁ£JACﬁA“L told” QTQADBR to 1emvc,'x

L e Efs..sw“ﬁb .t’%cd she '01d her hushand shc had conticted
Mr, DOHALD 7. SYLLIVAN, Adsigtan: ‘Srecial Agept-in. Chavge, Su?iuuileld

and set up an appointment; that My, SULLIVAN had informed her he

~H 3

advised ker husband is very much Jnter sted in oatainxno PfOuGCﬁlOn.

STRA)uh advised of scome oF her hasbapm's activitiss,
vhich uve Pot concerning the murder of Dr. XING. She advised that
she does not know 2ll of her husband®s busiress and that she is sure
be has not told. her ali h kz}ovw : S e ‘

v : ot . . - -

Htrs. STRADER “évisod her. hUSbQLQ JS_ cqganntod with RAYHOND
- STABHS of Baton Rougy Lsuiszan&, who told STRADED I~ iWeTsumner of - -
1967 that ihsre were gaveral businessnen - in. fhe. area .&_Batcn Rouge,
ISuistana;-vho- vere ca&;“ﬁ .up. g_collection to obtain Wondy “to have tvorr— i

work for tha Feltonone company .« - SLP’TQZT& E. _C. DOMHELL lives in
Dallas, Texas, - She-related DONNELL*had an equip”OﬂC ‘veptal bisingsg™ - Y
~and.vhile STRADE% and DOW?ELL.;Or ‘tte1651ng to reant uhe_cqunpnent '

they were trying to gain'financing for .a rccveatxonal park in Louisiana

Florida; who advised tbﬂy could finance same bui weve nciw inoeves»ed
in a recreational park but would be interested in finangcing a horse

“racing irack. Mrs. ST BADER advised My, DOREELL obtained RAYIIOND STAQLS
. to help lodate his land wh vich' could- bg used as 2 -howrse rvacinz park., He

oi SIimell la hoaﬁver, Ythingg gOb oﬁt.o; nan&" ana an qrulvle
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appeared in "Llfe" magazine and the Governor of- Lou81ana
placed a stop to the entire operation,

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonlc
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.

"~ Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
- information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact

any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an ‘interview
with hinm. )

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephonad
him from someplace around Toledo Ohio, STRADER 1nformed him
he was -en route to the home of hlS wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a coanversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number,; STRADER believed there
had been ‘at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER  informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murdexr and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have somgone meet
him at his convenience “in ‘their terrltory._ According to Mr,
STERN, BISHOP stated that“STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a locdtion
other than an offlce *Q\
- The flles of the Sprlngfleld Offjice contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be

. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT

HOOD STRADER of Lexvngton, Illinois.,

On November ‘19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" -2", 175 1bs.,

’employed’cuttlng timber near Edwardsvllle, 1111n01s, and in .

construction work at Southern Illinois Unlver31ty, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank Buflle 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,

. . .
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Vrs. FRAENGH was contacted at her home on Q/29/68

: . She.advised that her ex-son-~in-law, C2CTL RAY, Fforumerly

. of Vandalia, Illinois, has been to her residence on approxlmately
\f tuo occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by an
\% individual who resecubled JAMES BEARL'RAY., It ig her belicf that

f CUCIL RAY referred to this person as J Wi RAY., Frs., FRSNCH
{5 was uwnable to furnish any were specific. inforwation as to the

1]
|l times or when the visits were nade. :
: She stated that CuCIL.RAY was separated from her step-
ﬁ danghter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1913 Main Street,

Hizrhlan:d, Ililinoils, They have been senarated about four yaars.
_ C2LIT, RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck
‘% driver for an unidentified Gas and Cil Company and was le ast seen
by s, FREMCHE in 1965, CHCIL RAY's parents arc deceased but he
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Iilinois,
name unknowa., CHECIL RAY was ewmployed as a bartender at onz time
at an uvnidentified bar on the main streat in Vandalia. MR3.
2RCH had no photogranh and c01}v furnish no 108Lflﬂtlol of
C:C-lj—_s \r;f .. "L

o

1~y way of buc %ﬁv‘ouna co-wcernl-m MRS, FRENCH, her husband

EARL FRONMCH was beatb to ieath -in Bffingham, Illinoils, in early
1957 ani the caze has not been 53]vcd #.krs FREMCH resides alone

with her dog and according to Snovlut AL P, DL“"ER, is an avid
beer drin ker. Mrs., FRINCH did not appear to have been Jrinking
at tae time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her
hushand on several occasions and wmentioned that she knew how

‘}.'v-n TN ol .

- 5 Ty EeTET o . e - a C e e
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINES: ' o

" At Badwardsville, Illnois

States Attorney LEON D, ;SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-

nation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were

issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,

Iilinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
.were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
“whereabouts of CECIYL RAY and that nothing in file.indicated

anything except that he was in Joliet.
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=TT 00 503,368, Sheriff 1 SARD KELLY, m/euz» County,

Vandalia, adv1 2G there are several members of the RAY Fanily

in the vicinity and he was 001101 Ly doudtful of any conneci-

jon with the suspact in this ca ”covunng to investigacion
T

158,
conductied ‘o lcvuue CECIL RAY, &ll wmewmbers of the family arc
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess, ,

In this vespett, LARRY RAY, a 7ity of Vandalia
cnployee, wvas Ja;Jnd over the weekend of S/11-12/68 for
threatening his wife, but released on $25,00 bond,
& 9

n employee-of the USPO, advised
fhborhood, but has net besen in

unless very brie#ly., No ree
.

MARTON KIRKPA ’3;’\1&3}{9 ar
CECIL RAY lived in the same neig
Vandalia for at least two years

moval could be located at USPO, and no mail recdived duriuyg
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negati

cive, :

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the stree
N A

and garbage work, advised 5-14+68, he is an uncle cof CEGIL R

.and, to b1° knogledfﬂ “he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bﬁb.

+

pougm>!v ECIL could have: known’ him, since at one tiwe he was
at Edwa 7‘c’svilTe and Alxow;ﬁ Thexe Is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILBERT believes is in VLc&, ;]l..'dﬁ re he works at Cranc

Packing 60, There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unanﬂn GITn~RT RAY odvised he -
had not seen or heard From CECIL RAY in several months and : !
the last he xnew he was in Pe oria, I1llinecis, working at a
Shite (phoenetic) Service Siaclon, probably the Site braund .

of independent stations., ‘.-

»

"LEONARD BOWLES {nM~% sociate of OBECIL RAY advised

he had heard nothing from him for two or three years, BOJLES

no longer operatns a tavern but helps his son-in-layw in the
tire recappilig business, PRESTON PRIOR Lon:;:_awwﬂﬁ LAk 2o —aks0
had no rece ent - 1n£0f1ﬁlloﬂ off CECIL's wheregbhied UiLEATd :

v
I
VARG S S

- 211 -~
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During contect with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE STLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire
of this group "were 2 little on the stupid side.”

family
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