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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts . . .
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, '
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester , 
Company is L.! C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL -
or similarity.

• Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. Lj C.’ BARNETT, .
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a franchise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H •
Home Offices, 401 North.Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. . . .
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A. ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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■ ' • On this fete Hrs. KC33RT STFolDZ-R of ‘ Lexington,
, Illinois,.telephone 309 3 35-3143, telephonically.contacted,the ■

■ • office concerning this natter., Mrs. S^ADZS, who sounded
’ considerably upset emotionally, advised she expected kor

husband to return homo frost Detroit scuse tine lute this afternoon 
' ' and wanted to know whether or not we would assure that his 

identity would he protected in regard to any informp-tion
t provided to us,coacoraiE3 the EMIH case, Mrs. SliADSil also
* asked what kind of protection we could give to her husband

who felt his life was in danger.

i Mrs. STiiADSl was advised that any information • .
j. furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
1 ; protected but that we were in no position to physically guard
1 : her husband and if he felt his life was in danger this was .

' a natter he should take up with local author!ties, however,
■ ■ wo were desirous of interviewing hia concerning any valuable •
.' ■information he night have in regard to this case and would do

: so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STiADSl advised
. she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrive..!
, at Lexington, -Illinois., 'She was also furnished the name of the
1 SHA at Bloomington and of>the ^Hereabouts of cur office’ there. ’

i Mrs. SPADER stated she and hex* husband were passing ’
I through Memphis at the time E1KTIN WHS KIHG was slain. Her
। hsband allegedly ovei’heax’d a conversation among five individuals
: one of whoa he claims resembles the published photograph of BAY,"

the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing. 
■ .Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and

■ on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit 
. by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was 

■ 'unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom
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A^ J.j not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
^-hin but did not hit him because he ’’hit the ground’', he . 
sc:-..- fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband’s 
return she should contact this office and we would set up a 
mutually agreeable time and place during' which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter.
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»n2? carmichael strain, ^ife of robert hood strain,
was contacted at the residence of her father, E. P, CARMICHAEL, - 
Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/33. Mrs. STRADER advised 
sho and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the raokend 
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 or 
early morning of 4/22/63 her husband .was awakened by the cloys 
barking outside the fam residence Which is located up a fern k;^ 
one-half nil© fron the wain niral road. She advised her ht<::-;.d 
and. her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of the ' 
outside area, found that the STRADER*s 1967 Oldsmobile Delta ’TS”. 
cror'i colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. rvr. 
STRADER advised nothing was Missing from the car and no eno i:?:; .
located or seen in tho area. Itos. STRADER advised her husband 
left alone from tho CALilCHAPL residence on the morning of .4/22/db 
en route Detroit, Michigan,. ‘ •

■ • • Mrs. STRADER advised-that in a short period of tine, ' ’
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon his return,
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1 ST2®3" stated ho had Jound a note in the recessed area of t:^,
■ snoadomotor of his c^.Ciis. S73S3S pointed-out that the s-- ”/ .
: has been’broken; thorodore, her husband was not normally attmc?--: '
• ' . lo tto speedometer). Cha related this note was made up cd vords c-b-
• frost newspapers ord pasted cm tho back of a pocket calendar (unable

■ to describe* the calendar), lira, STlfDS said the note road in
: substance, “If .you go to +he police or the tBI you will be killed ?‘
■ Hrs, STRADER advised her hush arid, after returning with the note,
; proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a- short period of
• time had closed, he-telephonically contacted her, stating he was at
! . the Holiday Ina, Bloomington, Illinois. . iirs, SOSAES stated her busbar.
I informed her that upon reaching the rood one nils north of the
s CA11ICSA2L residence, and Lout© 63phe saw a 193$ or 1937 Chevrolet,
; tab. in color, no lie ease information, with two men in the car, parked 

along the road. lire. SISIA® st sited her husband told her that this
' car followed him en route Bloomington-. However, they did riot turn

•f ; into the Holiday. Inn when he did. Iks. STAArlS advised her husband
: then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

; i ' Hrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents,
; her mother, Hrs. S. P« CAEIICHASL, stated she had noticed a late
j model, tun car, miking several trips on the main rural road near
j . the CiElIvHASL residence on the early morning of 4/22/63. ’

:i Mrs, STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/63 her
. ’ husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not'disclose his

i location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the
! ‘ phone. She related here husband told her that, he stopped at a. rest

J stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. 'Upon'leaving his car .
J and walking the direction"of'the men’s restroom, he saw a tan '

J . autpmob.ile occupied by two m§^. driving very slow, He stated at this" 
tine the rider? in this automobile fired-a shot at him. SxdSkS told

■ his wife the shot just missed Hi® ear and he, ST3ADER, hit the -
. ground where ho laid as if he had-been hit. STRADER stated that the

( tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since. , .

! . Mrs, STRADER stated her- husband believesthis action was
I due to his being in the men’s restroom at the Gulf. Truck Stop, '

. Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/63 ,• whore he allegedly overheard five men
. planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Sb?s. STRADER stated her.

i husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAT, whom .
' he recognized after RAY’s photograph was published. She stated he

further infoi-med her that he would be able to recognize the other men 
ha saw in the restroom. Mrs, STBADS^'advlsed she recalls being at the 
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee','on 3/29/63.- She stated upon

• their leaving the truck stop, her husband did.not mention to her anythin? 
of hearing of the plan to; kill KING. She stated.she does recall her
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husband remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis he will be killed?
Urs. srir^sn advised her husband did say he wanted to see CARL • -
STERN of NBC, -Washington,.. D.C, whom he knew but did not state why 
ho desired to see STERN. ' • ' - . ■ . ~ .

Hrs. STKADSH advised her husband returned to ths CARMICHAEL 
residence at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, where he stayed 
until’the corning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which time STRADER ..and.. , 

' "his not-h^r~in>-law Lad ...an argument over; ^ a. * ”
. previous, marriage,, ltrs, CARlIi£iJ.AEL told‘STIIAL^R to leave,.’.w^

■ - . . Mrs. .STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted .
Mr.’DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant-Special ^eM4a.Cha®t Springfield 

. Off ice, of the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should call Mr. SULLIVAN' • 
and set up an appointment? that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her he 
would make, an appointment to meet STRADER at any Ideation’or at ■ • - -

—any time when STRADER was available. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband . 
j told her-he-,was_afr^ to attempt to'^ot with- FBI Agents* as: he. felt 
f he was being followed. &?s. STRM3ER stated-she was .unab;^ ‘
. her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI.' She ' ; 
j advised her tesband is very much interested in-obtaining protection.

J ’ " Mrs. -STRADER advised of some of her husband’s activities, 
j which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that 

-■f she does not know all of her husband’s business and that she is sure 
f he has not told her1 all he knows. ■ ' ■ .

" ’ Hrs. STRZiDER advised her .husband .^...acquainted with RAYMOND :
- STARNS of.Baton Rou^ Louisiana, who told SPADER ir~’th^ —-

1067 that there”Were several basi^iessi^n-ibvtl^.are  ̂ Rouge,
Louisianaj-who- were taking up, a__ coll action to obtain ifioney''to Saver • ;

: JUNG assassinated. Mrs. STl^DER' ad^sed/TJeiMK^ wll-^equaintg.l,;''
in-the.Baton Rouge and Denha^ Springs. Louisiana, area. "She stated

• he wpjs,’ In. the. summer .of 1967, connected ^ .
-....Construction Company of Dehhaia Sprihgs, La. -, which was doing cojistructlon 

, . work for the'telephone company.--• S^Arolato.&JS. J?.,. IW^^ lives in ' ' 
‘ Dallas, Texas. She-related.DONNELL ^had an equipment "rental'business''' 

• and-while STRADER-and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment
they were trying to gain-financing for a .recreationa.1 park ih Louisiana 
similar to• "Six Flags Over-Texas..".. ..She .related that'some way they

- ’ came in'contact with . a. CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO (ph) of Miamiy - • 
Florida, who advised they could finance same but were noteinterested, 

' in a recreational park but would be interested in financing a horse 
racing track, -to. STRADER advised Mr. DONNELL obtained RAYMOND STARNS

• to help locate his land which" could be used as a horse racing, park. He 
also'obtained sanction-of the sheriff ,-(FNU) IRVIN and. SAM..BOSKO, both 
of Slidell', La; however, "things’gotrodk of hand” and an article ’ '
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation. .

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information - 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has. any

• information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him. '

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
catering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a “fantastic tale” about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet . 
him.at his convenience'in'their territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that\STRADER is afraid to approach any - 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 

. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1” -2”, 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in . 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois,, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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c; CECIL RAY
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Mrs.-FRENCH was contacted at her home, on 4/29/68.

She■advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly 
of Vandalia, .Illinois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the last five 'years, adcowpanied by an 
individual who resembled JAMES EARV RAY. It is her belief that 
CT-IL RAY referred to this person as J VIES RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
was unable to furnish any more -specific, information as to the 
times or when the visits were made. ■

She .stated that CECIL. RAY was separated from her step­
daughter, JUDITH EArline RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
Highland,' Illinois, They have been separated about four; years. 
CECIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Company and was last seen 
by Ers. FRENCH in 1966. CECIL RAY’s parents are deceased but he 
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
name unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one time 
at an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. ERS. 
FRENCH had no photograph and. could furnish ho description of 
CECIL RAY. " ’ ' . ■ - . _

By way of background .concerning; MRS. FRENCH,' her husband 
EARL -FRENCH was beat to death"-in Effingham, Illinois, in’early 
1967 and the case has not been,'solved. - .Mrs-FRENCH resides alone 
with her dog and according to Sheriff A. P. RITTER, is an avid, 
beer drinker. Mrs-. FRENCH did nbt appear to 'have been drinking 
at the time of the. interview. Shedid refer to the death of her 
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew ’how
K!VC KTWn. Pelt- ■
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She stated that;approximately il years £30,.
she and bar husband resided. In a dawntown apartment - in

' Alton, Illinois, and they resided there for approximately ’ ’
3 years. She stated that during their stay in Alton, her 
husband brought numerous friends hone with him to drink 
in the apartment or play curds and lie never identified 
any of these persons with him. She state d .that she never • 
iksuired as to their■identity and would not be familiar 
with the- name JAMES SARL RAY. .

Mrs. RAY stated that her husband is wellknown
..in the Vandalia, Illinois area -in 'that he was raided-in 

that City. She stated that her husband’s relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly may knew the present 
whereabouts of her husband.

She stated that- she is anxious to learn the , 
present whereabouts of her husband and that she ^ill cooperate h ; H 
with the RBI in any way possible in determining his location.
She stated that it is her belief if anyone knows his 
present whereabouts, it will ho a member of his family in 
Vandalia. • = . '

It is.her belief that his relatives there may 
be protecting his present address.

-She stated that a member of the family most likely 
to know his address will-ba GaIBSST RAY.who lives on Randolph 
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. -She stated that a brother of her 
husband j LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, but- 
his address is unknown. -V "

Another brother, STAHLEY RAY resides in Vira, . 
Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.,

’• ’ • Hrs. RAY stated that .LEONARD BOWLS is a close
friend of her'husband and may possibly know his present where­
abouts. She stated that he is the’-owner ’ of He tigers Tavern, 
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknot to 
her.
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The following' investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT C. HAINES: ■ •

At Edwardsville) ~ Illinois .

States Attorney LEON D.’SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison 
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. .

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current 
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated 
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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/--------- - On 5„I3„58t Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County, '
/ Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family 
/ in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect- 
/ ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation

, conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all members of the family arc 
not too smart and prone to. using alcohol to excess. ,

' In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vandalia
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for 
threatening his wife, but released on $25.00 bond* ,

MARIOS KIRKPATRICK, an employee'of the USPO, advised 1 
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in I 
Vandalia for at Least two years, unless very briefly* No re- i 
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during ■
recent past* Tax and voter’s records also negative. ■

- GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the.street
and garbage work, advised 5-lh~68, he is an uncle’of CECIL RAY 

.and, to his knowledge, -he has .not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bit 
possibly CECIL could have‘known' him, since at one time, he was ' 
at Edwardsville and Alton/.'- There "is a brother STANLEY RAY who ■ 
GILBERT believes is in Vira,. Ill., where he works at Crane .1
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who ;
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he . j

. had not seen or heard from, CECIL RAY in several months and j
' the last he- knew he was in- Peoria, Illinois, working at a 

Shite (phoenetic) Service Station^ probably the Site brand ,
of independent stations. ’ ■

’ LEONARD,BOWLES fnmar associate of CECIL RAY advised . 
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BOLLES . 
no longer operates- a tavern but .helps his son-in-law in the ;

' tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR f oipxx-^sxsa-i^t^^ '
■ had no recent information of CECIL’s where4tFAI€t®r-^rT^"^ <
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER? May 14? 1968? both advised that the entire family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side,"

- 212* -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




