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ADMINISTRATIVE

Information appearing on the following pages was
furpished by JOHN EUGENE GAWRON who has been discontinued as a PCI
because of his unreliability.

In evaluating the information provided by GAWRON

as set forth on the following pages, it is to be noted that other
- investigsation conducted by St. Louis in this case, including
interviews with JAMES H, (JIMMIE) CARPENTER and JOHN PAUL VELANTI,
clearly reflects that the "“JIMMIE"™ and “JOHNNIE" referred toc by
. CGAWRON are unguestionably CARPENTER and VELANTI respectively.
Furthermore, it has been determined that CARPENTER was incarcerated
‘in the St. Louis City Jail from June 5, 1967 to Maxch 1, 1968,
In view of this, CARPENTER could not have been engaged in other
activities during that period of time which activities are ascribed
to him by GAWRON, It thus appears certain that informetion furnished .
by CAWRBON must be considered unreliable and that in cerizin. essentﬁal
respecgts it is camp;e tely false.
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" Date ____5=21-68

Source was recontacted May 9, 1968, by
SA PATRICK W, BRADLEY and SA ALBERT J, RUSHING, at which
time he furnished the following additional information.

From about 10:00 p.m, on the night of May 8, 1968,
until 1:00 a.m, that night, source was at the Grapevine Tavern,
at which time JOHN RAY was also there. JOHN RAY drove source
bome at about 1:00 a.m. On this occasion JOHN RAY told source
that JERRY RAY was still in the St. Louis area but had been
at the residence of their father in north Missouri. JOHN RAY
expressed expectation that JERRY would be coming in during
the course of the evening while source was at the tavern.
JERRY did not appear there, however, and at the time of this
interview, source has not seen JERRY, On this occasion source
had no conversation with JOHN RAY regarding subject JAMES EARL
RAY. Source has not seen nor talked with CAROL PEPPER since
the time source was previously contacted.

Iinterviewing Agents made reference to source during
this interview of the information he bad previously furnished
to the effect that JOHN RAY and CARCL PEPPER had indicated to
source in about the latter part of Junme, 1967, that they had
knowledge of the subject's whereabouts at that time in Omaha
and Los Angeles. Source was advised that this had not been
corroborated in interviews with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER,
who had denied to the FBI that they had any knowledge
regarding subject’s whereabouts since subject's escape from
the Missourl State Penitentiary (MSP}. It was explained to
source that it was very important to resolve this conflict
and inquiry was made of him as to whether he was quite certain

- that the information he had furaished in this regard previously

was absoclutely true and accurate. He stated that he was quite
certain in this regard and that the information he had fur-
nished was positively true but that he could add no further
details regarding the information he had furnished, since

this was all the 1nformati@n that had been prov1ded him. It

COVER PAGE ©

On 5~9-68 at _St. Louis, Missouri File # SL 44-775
SA PATRICK W, BRADLEY
by _ SA ALBERT J, RUSHING  AJR:paw/ral Date dictated __5~15-68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusfons of the FBI. It is the property of the F‘Bl ‘dnd is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents _are not to be distribuied outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2
51, 44-775

was pointed out te source that under the circumstances it
appeared that either he or JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER had
lied to the FBI, and he was specifically asked whether he
had in any manner lied to us concerning this informatilon,

- and it was pointed out to him that if he had lied in any way,
it would be much better for him to correct such falsification
now tham at a later date. Source said he had positively not
lied. - He reluctantly acknowledged that if JOHN RAY and CAROL
PEPPER had denied any knowledge of subject's whereabouts after
his escape from the penitentisry, then they had lied in that
regard, although he added in that connection that he could
not say that JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER had had direct contact
with the subject, but their information may have come to

~ them indirectly so0 far ag source was aware.

With regard to the information source claimed to
have received indicating that subject had been in Omaha ox
Log ingeles as previously referred to, inguiry was made of
source as to whather it was JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER who had
made the specifie statements and furnished the specific
information to source. He stated it was his recollection )
that although JOHN RAY was the one who did most of the talking
in the conversations referred to, CAROL PEPPER also indicated
by- her comments thait she ‘and JOHN RAY both had the same )
information regarding the alleged presence of. sub;ect in
.Omaha and Los Angeles. N

. Source ccmm@nted that he hadread in the papers

that subject, under the-uame GALT, had apparently had con-
siderable amount of money and had been able to peél off $2®
bills from a large roll of money when he purchased an auito-
mobile, In that regard source said he had some idea as to -
"what might have been the source of that money and hehoped and
expected that within a week or so he would be able to Furnish
his ideas in that regard. - When pressed for further details
at’ this time, the following inf@rmatx@n was ellc1ted fram
scurce, . .

PR After source was: r@leased an ba11 From the St. Louis
City Jail on June 23 or 24, 1967, ne read in the Chicago’
"Pribune! newspaper a few days. later, possibly only a day or
two after his release from jail, of a bank robbery which had
occurred in a south@rn state, H@ recognized this bamk and
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and other smaller bills., Source is uncertain in his recoliec~
tion, but either from what the man told him or from what source
had read in the newspaper he understood that the bank referred
t® by the man was the bank referred to in the news article.

It is source’s recollection that the visit from
this man who gave source $250 occurred a few days prior to his
conversations with JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER, in which they
indicated to source that they had knowledge of subject’s
whereabouts, including his alleged presence in Omahz and Los
Angeles,

Source has had contact with the marp who visited him
as referved to on only one subseguent ccecasion, and he estimates
this was about six weeks ago, at which time the man again stopped
by source's residence fer a short visit. Although source had
originally assgumed that the $250 was a loan from this man, the
matter of the $250 was not brought up by either of them at the
time of this latter visit, From hig conversation wiith this
man, source learned that the man's accomplice in the bank
robbery previously referred te was subject, JAMES EARL RAY,
and source gained the impressien from the man that there were
- probably one or more additional accomplices who wers n@t
identified to source. :

Source stated he was not ready at this time to fur=
pish further details regavding the exact location of the bank
or the identity of the man who gave him $250. He was pressed
for information pertaining to the identity and location of the
bank, and it waz elicited from him that the bank was im a
southern state., He acknowledged that by a southern ztate he
meant 2 state far south, such as Louisiana or Alabama, and he
added “or Hississippi® but denied that the state was actually
Mississippi. He said the place where the bank was located was
not just a small town and that the city or itown was located
near & river which constitutes s state boundary. Bource
I@arned from the unnamed man that the persons who robbed the
bank were in the bank for only 2 minute or two and made 2
getaway in which they crossed the river on a bridge into an
" adjoining state. Source said that it was entirely possible
that they could have been acrogs this bridge and in anocther
state within five minutes from the time they left the bank.
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‘Source advised no further mail has been received
2t his residence for JOHEW RAY. o

Ingquiry was made of scource regarding the manner in
which he first learned that subject RAY had esecaped in April,
1967, from the Misscuri State Penitentiary (MSP) and he
‘furnished the following information in that regard:

After source’'s arrest in St. Louis onr June 2, 1967,
and while he was thereafter in the St. Louis City Jail im
June, 1967, there were also confined in the jail three other
persons a11 of whom had apparently been confined previously
at the MSP and it was one or all of these three persons,
acgording to source's recollection, who first informed him
that subject RAY bad escaped. One of these persons was DANRY
GRINDSTAFF (DANIEL GEORGE GRINDSTAFF, FBI #443 4963, St. Louis
Police Department #56472). Another was CHARLIE HACERMAN '
{phonetic). Socurce canmot recall the identity of the third
person and has never seen this third man again and does not
know anything else about him. ,

o Inguiry wae made of source as to who it was that

had come to his residence on the night of May 13, 1968, in an
automobile and visited him there. He said that JKMMEE CRAWFORD
(be was uncertain regarding the last name of this persom but
believed it was CRAWFORD or something like that) and another
man had come to source’s residence at about 8:00 p.m. or

8$:30 p.m., May 13, 18068. Source had become acguainted with
CRAWFORD following source's arrest ok June 2, 1967, when source
was first held for three or four days in the Cemiral District
Holdover of the Police Department before being traznsferred to
the city jail. Source aznd CRAWVFORD were celimates during
.those few days im the holdever. Later while at the city jail
in June, 1967, socurce a2lso soy CRAWFORD o fevw times in the

Jail but theyv were opn different tiers 4n the jail and they did
not actually converse while in the jeil. While they were
celled together in the holdever, however, source learned from
CRAWFGRD that he had served sem@@n@es praviocusly in the MSP.

When CRAWFORD came to source's residence on the
evening of May 13, 1968, CRAWFORD wes accompanied by another
man and source believes CRAWFORD meunfioned the other man's
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first name but source d4id not pay attention and does not remem-—
ber the name. CRAWFORD and this other man were at source’s
regidence about 10 or 15 minutes., When they first arrived
CRAWFORD asked source whether there was anything doing and
source undersitood from this that CRAWFORD meant did source

have any burglary jobs going. Source told him there was
n@thlng dolng at thisg tmme.

During the conversation @RAWERQD indicated he was
down on his luck and asked source for money for meals. Source
gave him either $3 or $4 in cash. Also during this wvisit
CRAVFORD asked gsource whether he knew JINMIE RAY and source
replied, "Hell yes, I kuow him well." CRAWFORD asked source
whether the latter knew RAY was out and source replied to
the effect that he knew RAYwas out and heard it alse that
RAY was "red hot™ and that they were really looking for him.
Source said there was no Iurther conversation that he could
recall and that CRAVFORD and the other man left after they
had been there about 10 or 15 minutes.

. During the time that CRAWFORD and the other wan
vigited source on the evening of May 13, 1968, s fried of
sourge npamed J, H, MC CORWICK was. present inasmuch as
MC CORMICK was there visiting with source before CRAWFORD
and the other man arrived. HC CORMICE had formerly stayed
part of the time with JAMES H. RAMBEY while RAVMSEY mas occeupying
the residence on the first fleoor at 1805 South Eleventh Street.
MC CORMICK now lives at 27758 Park, 8t. Louis, and is employed
by the Bee Line Truck Company in St Louis where he cleans up
trucks. NC CORMICE very often visits sourec at the latter's
residence in the evening sfter MC CORMICK rets off from work.

_ Inguiry was made of source concernipg the bank robbery
matter referred te by him im 2 previous interview and he was
strongly advised and urged to furmish further details in that
regard at this time. Source insisted he was not yet ready to
furnish further details. He was advised that & review of the
*Chicago Tribune” newspaper for the latter part of June and
entire month of July, 1867, discleosed no refevence to 2 bank
robbery suck as he had deseribed. Source insisted that he had
nevertheless read the news article comcerning the robbery in
the "Chicago Tribune™ as he had previously stated, describing
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the news article as bheing & swell article, elther from the
Associated Press or the United Press.

in reviewing with source the information he had
prevxously furnished concerning the alleged bank robbery he
referred at this time to the amount of the loot as having been
$48,000. He said that he pad read of the robbery in the
Y"Chicago Trlbune“ z short time after his release irom jail on
June 23 or'24, 1967, and when pressed for & more precise esti-
nate of the tlm@ int@rwal he said that it was withih a few days
or perhaps several weeks after his release from jail and could.
have béen*as much as & month afiter he was released from jail.

Sour@e said it vas eith@r a few days or 3 feovw weeks
after he had read of the robbery in the “Chicago Tribune’ that
the unnamed man gave him $250. It was at the time of this
man's firvet visit and on the occcasion when the mbn gave source
$250 that the man told source the identity of the bank that
- the money inm the valise had come out of and it was at the

time of this same first visit that the man told source that -
JIMMIE RAY had been with him on the robbery. -

: Regarding the identity of th@ vhuamed man S@ur@@
said he was not vet ready to reveal the identity of the man.
Fe added that he does not actually know the man's name but
had always known hin only by & £irst name which he kad always
thought was probably & phony name and he gﬁl@ ‘that he ‘cannot
now recall even this first name.

- When inguiry was made of sourcs a3 to how the man
could have kpown where source lived and courld have found source
there, source said bheé assumed that the man learned such infor-
matlen from JIMMIE and he guessed that JIMMIE might have
obitained that information from some of JIMMIE's relatives.
Source, however, said he did not kpnow specifienlly @t all how
the man might have found him.’

Concerning the second and last visit of the man to
source, source ok this cccasion said that this second visit
ogcurred three oy four weeks after the man's firvst visit te
source. At that time the wman indicated he was jugt coming
through St. Louis and had merely stopped in briefly to see
source. The man bad 2 cup. of coffee with source and subject
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Seurc@ was recontacted on May 22 J1o968. Source
advised that no additicns} information regardi ng the possible
whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY had come to his attention. He
advised that within the past several days he had not had ocea-
sion to talk with CAROL PEPEPER, although during that period
he had talked a couple of times with JOHN RAY, but the latter
menti@ned ﬂ@thing concerning JAMES BARL BAY on th@sa cecasions.

. Source stated he was not aware thet JOHN RAY may
have made a trip to Calif@rnia or elsewhere in the swmer
of 1967, -

With reg&rd to a bank robbery t@'which source had
referred in previcus interviews, source at this time furnished
the following information. The bank which was robbed was a
bank in Alton, Iilinois, but souwrce does not remember the
name of the bark. The amount of loot obiained in the robhery
was approximately $28,000, In previous interviews souvce
had intentionally furniﬁhed incorrect information regarding
the location of the bank and the amount of the loot in order =
that the bank robbery to which he had referred might not be
identified. However, the other informstion which he furaished

. r@gardlng the bank robbery in previcus interviews was cerveci.

Bource was r@l@ase@ from the St. Louls City Jail
on ab@ut June 23 or 24, 18687. About a2 couple of wesks later
he read in the “Chicag@ Tribvune® and in one of the St., Louls
newspapers about the robbery of.the bank in Alton in which
approximately $28,000 in cash had besn obtained. The vews
article indicated that the robbers had missed an additiomal
$20,000 because they ducked out toeo qmﬁckiy wnile a teller
went to the wault to g@t additional money.

, Upon reading in.th@ newspapsr of thlﬁ bank robhery,
souree r@c@gﬁlﬁ@d the bank A8 one Whmch he and JAMES EARL BAY
had cased in 1559,

A few davs af?@r reading in the newspaper about
thls bank robbery, & Han. came to see source at the latter's
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