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ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF JAMES EARL RAY AT JEFFERSON -
GRAVOIS BANK, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, IN SUMMER OF 1967

Mr. RALPH 8. PHILLIPSON, Assistant Vice President,
Jefferson - Gravois Bank, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, tele-
phone PR 1-8833, who was contacted at the bank by Special Agent
(A) HOWARD C, KENNEDY on May 14, 1968, advised that he was then
unable to locate any account of any type, that is ‘checklng,
savings or loan account, as well as-a safe deposit box, in the
name of JAMES EARL RAY or any of his- known aliases. Likewise,
he was unable to locate any record o any such account on a
safe deposit box in the name of JAMES LAOMA OWENS or JAMES
OWENS , :

On the following morning, May 15 1968, Mr. PHILLIPSON
advised that he had made a : further check of bhank records but was
unable to locate any accounts in the names of these individuals
or in any of their known aliases. .

He suggested, however, that contact .be made with Mr.
A. G, ARB, Vice Pres1dent .Jefferson ~ Gravois Bank, since Mr,
ARB or his secretary, Mrs. MELBA KOEHLER frequently handle
ctstomers coming into the bank. ,

Mr. PHILLIPSON was unable to identify photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to him as being identical with anyone
observed by him at the bank at any tlme.,

Mr. A. G. ARB, Vlce~Presxdent, Jefferson - Gravois
Bank, who was contacted by SAA KENNEDY at theé ‘bank on May 15,
1968, advised that he is unable to identify photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to h1m as being 1dent1ca1 with anyone.
previously observed by him at the bank.

Photographs of RAY were also exhibited to Mrs. MELBA
KOEHLER, Secretary, and also to Mr. CHARLES VOGEL, Executive
Vmce-Pre81dent Jefferson ~ Gravois Bank, by SAA KENNEDY on
May 15, 1968, but they were unable to ;dentlfy photographs of
the sub;ect as being identlcal w1th anyone previously. observed
by them at the bank., .
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RE: FELLOW INMATE ‘
~ ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as
Blackie DeCore, :
DeCora

‘ “The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by .
SAs THOMAS L, BUCKLEY and CHARLES S DUKE at St Louis,
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: o o

Mrs° MARY LOUISE SAWYER, 1517A Cora, advised
that she has worked as a nurse at St, Louis City Hospital #1,
1515 Lafayette, for approximately four years. She stated
that she met ANDREW WILSON DE- CORE about two years ago when
he was a patient at that hospital, -He was confined to the
hospital for a considerable 1ength ‘of time because of a-
broken arm and broken leg. Mrs. SAWYER advised that after
his release from. the hospital and his subsequent return to
the Missouri State Prison at Jefferson City she wroté to
him a number of times. SAWYER advised that she was not
aware that DE CORE had been released from prison and stated
that she has no idea of DE CORE's present whereabouts. Mrs.
SAWYER examined photographs of JAMES. EARL RAY and advised that
he was entirely unknown to her. She also stated :that>none
of RAY's aliases were familiar to her.

4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



























2

SL: 44=-775

VELANTI was guestioned concerning the present whereabouts
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had not seen
JIMMY in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817
Rutger using the name JOHN MEZZO and employed as a cook at Clatto's
iocated at Eighth and Delmar, He advised he had learned CARPENTER
may ha ve:r entered the St, Louis City Hospital to have an eye operation
but had been unable to locate him and he also stated that CARPENTER
had not reported to work for the last two nights at Clatt)s Restaurant.
He promised to locate CARPENTER as soon as possible and have him call
the St. Louis FBIX Offlceo

VELANTI advised upon questionlng that he had heard nothing
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY
might have been involved in the armed. robbery of the Alton, Illinois,
Bank which occurred in July, 1967o ‘
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was published in the newspaper; He advised that just he and
GAWRON were drlnklng at GAWRON's house when GAWRON mentioned
RAY.

GAWRON refers to subject, RAY, as JIMMY, and told
MC CORMICK that RAY was his '"foster son.'" GAWRON stated that
he and RAY "took a couple of joints together,'" MC CORMICK
understood him to mean that they had pulled armed robberies
together. GAWRON did not state when and where these holdups
occurred. GAWRON also stated that RAY had escaped from the
penitentiary. ,

MC CORMICK at first advised that GAWRON stated he
had seen RAY approximately six weeks :  before RAY's picture
was published in thepaper. Later in.the interview, MC CORMICK
addised GAWRON had stated he saw RAY six weeks ago. This would
tave beén around the first of April according to MC CORMICK..
The discrepancy in the dates on which GAWRON supposedly saw
RAY were brought to MC CORMICK's attention.. He stated he was
confused as to exactly when this meet was supposed to have
cccurred and does not recall if it was six weéks prior to
RAY's photograph appearing in the paper, or s;mply six weeks
ago. He did state that the meet supposedly occurred near
the intersection. of 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, MlSSOUTl
MC CORMICK pointed out that there is a drug.store and a couple
of bars at this location, and assumes that the meet took
place in a bar. At this point, MC CORMICK advised that it
was at this time that GAWRON and RAY supposedly pulled the
armed robberies together. MC CORMICK advised that this was
the impression that he got. from JACK, .. However, he advised
that it was equally possible that JACK was referring to
amed robberies pulled by him, GAWRON, and RAY in 1959 or earlier,.

GAWRON has advised him that he, GAWRON, has been
talking to the FBI about RAY, GAWRON .did not state -whether
or not he was telling the truth to the FBI. GAWRON stated he
was scared and that he did not like to be bothered by the FBI,

~ MC CORMICK advised that he was arrested last .
September for the theft of a television set. He is now on
rine months probation for this offense. He was in the city
jail, cell pumber 22 with a JIMMY (last name unknown). JIMMY
has within the past week, began coming to GAWRON'S home. . At
“the time that he and JIMMY were in jail, GAWRON and JAMES
RAMSEY were also in jail. MC CORMICK was in jail approximately
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_ MC CORMICK has three prior misde-
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