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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATiON -

bote___Scptember 3, 1968

ING . 925 amw Agwtmt A, %iﬁaga,
L ;ﬁmﬁ m imﬁ&'vimﬁ at her residence., LERNING ﬁdﬂﬁaﬁ
Bhe . ﬁarmlyf résided at 2731 North Sheffield, in the front
basement apartment. She stated she and her mother moved Trom
- that apartment en memm May 10, 1967. 8he stated
theapartwent at 925 Bhn 5 WaS renﬁaﬂ fron my 1 1867,

g 3}3 the pﬁmt. , :
' - LEENING xtntea m ‘eould mat recall anyone moving - . .. -
C :lm the rm basewent apartmeat at 2731 Horth mfﬁ@@% R
‘s A}“t . ﬁé’h %ﬁ’ -z'.i:!!ﬁ:-s# ’ﬁ&p i&m %@y m& gﬁ@;ﬁ{ mh 'ﬁm w ) .'
e mﬁtgmm mm wag &hbwn gab:mﬁgrw of t;im fallm‘ing .. g
ingividuslse . . - -
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: Date d:ctatedwﬁ
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. Ih|s documen: contains. neither recommenduhons nos" COnC‘USlOnSP 01 'lhe FBI. It .is* the property of’the FBl and s Iouned t¢ your ageéncy; -
L ¢itand ils conlents are nof to be. dlsfnbu!ed ouisnde your agency.
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CF 44-1114

. JMB:p¥k

SR Tha mnwmg investigntian was md\xctea
h«y& .msmﬂ ¥. BURKE on Augusti 24, 11968;

. A check of the. puldis
in the ¥. SARNATZIKY ?hamny, 13@9 'ﬁest Diversey Paz‘imay
determined the numbers of theae telephones are 34894706,
aml 348«94’11.
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. FD-302 (Rev. 415:64) ’ : '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION-

e

) DmeM -

S, JAMES ii. W Progident of Selson Chovrolet,

: lﬁ@ﬁ West Pivarsey, mmga, mli_ﬁssa was interviewed st his

‘ g&a@g of swployeset. Br. ABBOTY advised an individerl bamed

: RE WASHINGTON WACHS, Jr. . fus emplayed by the Beleon -
Frolct Company irom May L, 1987, To kngua% %, 1987. Hs
ma &&mﬁs&% R mmiw mm:wmm .

, o Er. W ehocked m m’tﬂmﬁ m&mﬁﬁ for
WACKS and Jdetermined that st the time be was Sieved he
- rosided wt 3308 Wesk Wellington. Hr. ABBUET mads meren

- vopies of o sheel entitlisd Besisd Beenrity Information

awtamm bpokgrovnd informstion on §5G WACHS znd a

. EYOSS I
 etpy.of an mpptication for mﬁ&w alse containin
M@&&m&fﬁﬁ infeymabien on GEOES : &

g 3

Wmm% maﬁm m ﬁm@ ot mm m Wwﬁt

File #

Date d tcfuted

"This document contains neither recommendﬂhons nor concluswns of the FBIL. It is the property of fhe FBl and is louneg to your agency:

it and its. contents are not fo be &lstrlbufed outside your-agency.
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_ﬁw ;m@mm‘ﬁ @M&s&l ma&zm&. Bres. B

°—%¢'§%ﬁ% —t

5 DRSBEIRE . by m@rk :a;t fhe mmwm ;
wﬁﬁ %fm Lont, Chienge, I1Llindd&; wa
m TioAEG m nw ploca of employsent,  DESPINS was shows .
7 merox copy of Begisization Card Hember $075. She advined
this gard was mude oul by her and the peveon registering
;i:ﬁi-aﬁ m&: fhoe pawe; the stxoel, ﬂm sity and %‘&a msm:m

' DESDINS stated she reealls the fsdividsal mamed
. on thiy card, JOHN L. BAYNB: however, ‘she cam not wgeall

05 maiwmmms .

0 e e &”&’, 00 Wi gosoa2E
R \mms;}:a 3 wmi m%.ga Falies Mz’tzwxw m R@. a&mx
BORERE 3. EHERN, Y funbey S3P03E

ﬁm &, wmm, m:e Wamboy g@@m -

ﬂm me aﬁa&@é me mﬁ ﬁma mmm&m
imkaﬁ iam&:%m im ber.,

‘ &m Wm ads Maﬂm&ﬁ ;) Zﬂeﬁg@r sﬁm@ me» -
m mw 105 fow Joon, 1987, This shoet shows seon hsfhax
185 wan vopbed on Juna 38, W The ssouat for ¥his rental

waE 7 fotal of £13.61. A sstavdion dén Juse 19, 1967 shoss

- Vehecked oulb™. Hrd, DEEPING sdviscd this peans fhe perscn
' veuwking the room G5 June W, 1987, vhocksd oot on Jumws I8,

... 1867, 8ke stated ihds person fid net cose by the dosk

, aaﬁ @é‘sﬁ not get m@x 3 O ﬁmzm -

o mmmaz
i il

Date dlc;cted

- -This document contmns nenner recommendahons nor conclusions of lhe EBL. It-is the property. of fhe FBI ond-is lodned to your agency:

-.it and its-contents are not to be distributed outside’ your agency.
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_& 44-1114

nign m rncmum card, bhe had ne lw Innnr.
wmhnu“mthﬁﬂmuth wtsiﬂctamtom
mrtmt sbe recalled be was carrying a suitcase. .

xr. mmau-azmuymnnn.mm

- she did pet know him to have any visitors; howevexr, Ais

apartuent i3 entered from the rear of the building and
ruxtmmautmmtnmmmm

Mrs. DESPINS advised room 108 is 2 small roem with
& small bed, chest of dravers, and table. The occupants of

room 165 share & bath with othor reomers ia the area.

m Wmnvmmlcd‘ sheet for reom
lﬁ&twhu,w and determined Mr. BATND did not make
mz«mmmnnmmaxnnuhm
mt‘duth&.lﬁpr

9.
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et _em abariac

__Date dictated ’
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'FEDERAI..BUREAU OF' !NVESTI&TION

REPORF
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

e e, 44-1114 © August 30, 1968
st EHL M - 44-38861 T )
LA FEMT CATH NO, 91075 .

ERRK

SAC, Chicago

MURKIN
CR

merearner:  Alrtel 8-23-68
FXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Chzcago
SPECIMENS: Exght payroll checks of Indian Tra11 Restaurant, Inc
Q398 through Q405
Employee 8 Wlthholdmg Exemption Certlflcate @406

Specimens examined and one la.tent fingerprint of value
developed on check, Q404
) _Se_eattached page for result of comparison.
Specimens enclosed.
Lahoratory report separate'.'

Enc (9)
2 Mempms (44 1987)

Johe Tidsgen bver, Director

TS RE,P()RI IS FURNISHED FOR OFEIC IAL USE ONLY
. ~ 2
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Your File No. 44-1114 August 30, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861
Latent Case No. 91075

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G
The latent print developed on the check #5283, Q404,
is identical with the right thumbprint of James Earl Ray.

- The cﬁéék is enclosed.

LS
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Cam . REPORT . .

oﬁthe

Sl LABORATORY . st

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Te:  FBI, Memphis (44»1987) §gfnw,§ept2?b§§ %1 1968
re:  MURKIN » Lab. No-, D~680826086 JK

CR T ' : D-680826101 JK

’ .S‘pe:élmer‘\s received 3/26]58’ ! from FBI , Chicago

Eight payroll chééks'of Indian Trail Restaurant, Inc., payable
to JOHN RAYNS or JOHN L. RAYNS, further described as follows:

SPECIMEN -~ NUMBER DATE AMOUNT |
Q398 . 4838 5/7/67  $84.89
Q399 . 4913 5/14/67 - B4.89
Q400 * - 4987 5/21/67  84.89
Q401 . 5088 5/28/67 84,89
Q402 . 5130 6/4/67 89.63
Q403 5209 6/11/67 89,63
Q404 - 5283 - 6/18/67 95,19
Q405 . . 5387 6/25/67  17.53

- Q406 Bmplcyee'ﬁfﬁithholding Exemption Certificate dated
S May 10, 1967, bearing Social Security Number
and signed "John L. Rayns” ‘

Specimens recelived 8/26/68, from FBI, Chicago

Q407 Sheet from rooming house ledger, page 13, bearing on
line 24 the signature "John Larry Rayms"

Q408 Reg1stratien card, No. 8075 dated 6/18/67 bearing the .
signature "John L. Rayns"
"Result of examination:

It was-goncluded that JAMHS BARL RAY, K171, K211 and
K257 propared the questioned Rayms ‘slgnature on 0407, tho quos-
tioned handwyliting on Q408 and the questioned handwriting gnd
hand printing on aéﬂﬁ. Although significant similarities were
noted in the endorsements ou Q398 through 0408, oxcept the

Page 1 :(ccgtinued on next page)
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eadorsement on 0403 when compared with the known writings
of RAY, the presence of .unexplained variations, insufficient
,_comparable material and distortion in some of the questioned

- endorsements precluded a definite determination as to whether

RAY prepared the endorsements on 0398 through 0405

The @ndorsement on Q403 is too disterted for

_comparison purposes. Although some similarities were noted in

the date on line 24 on 0407 beside the Rayms signature when

- compared with the comparable writing of RAY, the limited and over-
‘written nature of this date precliuded a: def1n1te determznatlon

as to whether RAY prepared this date. ER .

. " 0393 through 0408 have been'’ photographed and will be
returned to Chicago separately. «

Page 2 -
D-680826101 JK

I o | .‘?/&."
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FD-35 {Rev, 5-22-64) .
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! - , -

FBI
Date: 10/4/88

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code}

Via AIRTEL _ AIRMAIL :
C (Priority)
____________________________________ e e——— e — b
TO: DIRECTCR, FBI (44-38861)
. FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ~P-

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated iijéﬁg”

‘ S1 1614-C advised susgects JOHN MC CELIN¥OCK ! :
HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON,/and HELMAR GRINDSTAFFihave Stroug
connections with LEON KCHL known fence operating, Cotiage
Hills, ¥ilinois., KOHLER reputed to get 10 per cent of 211
their take -in any criminal activities as repayment for fence
merchandise and for providing bond money when needed. Informan
states KOHLER willnot talk to anyone butihe is zlleged to have
advised suspects not to spend bank robbery locot for at least
two yvears.

SI 1552-C advised his information still indicates
MC CLINTOCK and COVINGTON as prime suspects in BR at
" Bank of Alton, 7/13/68; but JAMES EARL RAY not in area at
time of BR. C

Bank employces and law enforcement ageﬂc1eccan
" provide noc current or 1dd1tzona1 information in this matter.

3 Bureau (44-38881)
2 Memphis (44-1987)
-Springfield (2:44- 561) Cf%rﬂ

L9207 dp 4.

+{1:91-3699) (
) -mﬂiﬁ&ﬂﬁgﬂwﬂyﬁﬁg
OCT~ 7 1953
! / e L HIQ
Approved: ]CJ/ Seat - M Per

. [] K
: 7 Special Agent in Charge )
| . . " — ) S e
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CUKC 4E-760. oo
WSPi;rd.
R The follow1ng 1nvest1gatlon was conducted by "ivfn'
-uSA WEETER S R RASTER e :

‘ ';ijT LIBERTY MISSOURI

SR On October;z, 1968 R H WBLLSﬁ‘g i 2Iay - -
. ,County Jall “Liberty, Mlssourl, adv1$ed~that FRBD»ALEXANDER MICHAEL&N
aﬁde31red to talk ‘tor'an FBI Agent.. Several prisoners. have, commentedv
- that MICHAELSON, has"-elaimed ‘to- be psychlc 1nrmaklng predlctlons
Lf_of such thlngs as alrcraftv isa 51 b .
b b 5ba11-p01nt pe
 to MICHAELSON

i s g
.of JOHN Fy KENNEDY on' Nevember 22» 19 3? ‘MARTIN. LUTHER KING on
‘April 3, ‘1968 ;and. the subsequent “shocking. news of ROBERT. \

,WKENNEDY.. His: 1nformatlon "goes t6. the scale of_great'nat;_nel
- 1mportance.“. -He hasﬂreallzed the 1nfovmat on zha ;

o MICHAELSON has been conflned in ]all for more: than
reifourteen months waltlng trial, and hig- arralgnment on ‘local :
’.chargeS'was about one’ year ago.  He: has -been chérged. with the

;. -sales” &ttempted: sales of .rented automobiles.  Delay of! hlS“
C o ltrdal. ‘he'“local charges ‘has” been'caused.by ‘his’ change«of :

0 clawgersy-two. of whom w1thdrew because of hls uncooPeﬁat Ve
..._"*;‘a.'t’t:l.’t:udeﬁ_(,vu;. _ , N .

r\ A\'f' !'7”
FBJ - MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UKC 442760

- A Federal Grand Jury in the Dlstrlct of Kansas, on
-j?December 13, 1967, returned a three count Indictment . '
lgcharglng MICHAELSON with violations of Title 18, S#@ction 2314

U, S. Code, in comnection with. interstate forged checks.,
A TFederal detainer was ‘filed on- December’ 265 1967. " His photograph
was ‘selected and: identified by numerous witnesses .as the passer
. -of forged checks, and his fingerptrints were identified with
. - latent impressions found ion two of the checks described in the -
: 'Indlotment.» At the time of his arrest by local authorities, he-
- "had:.possession of the 1dent1f1catlon used when the forged checks,
o were cashed.,~f__, : - : : _ ‘

N ’ . ffovfs ‘are. belng made to have the. Offlce of the
.g',Unlted States Attorney, ‘District -of Kansas, obtain a writ. for o
" MICHAELSON‘S appearance 1n Federal Court for a, gullty plea.t,bfv; Y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




QPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 '
MAY 1962 EDITION )
GSA FPMR (41 CFR} 101116 . - . . i P

( UNITED STATES - GOVERNMENT

Memomna’um

To 1sac,.nEMPHIs (uu;lssv)"* o - "DATEZ 1074/68

)Fm°¥ - ¥oAC) KANSAS CITY (44-760) - P

SUBJECT: - " MURKIN

elght coples of an insert; fléétihg
ANDBR MICHAELSONY also knOWn

» Enclosed '
information regardi
= as MICHAEL MUNSON

. Kansas Clty case Agent handlmng the ITSP 1nvest1gat10n :
w1ll follow this matter and will furnish Memphis with any - .
pertinent information which might be obtained through subseguent

‘-\1nterv1ews w1th MICHAELSON.  Kansas City is. taking no 1mmedlate ."'?

action because of MICHAELSON's attitude and inasmuch as he has”
made ‘claims of belng psychlc. It will be noted MICHAELSON was'
incarcerated-at" Mlssourl State Penitentlary frOm about 6125168
Tto about 8/26/68 . i AT

A g A
z Memphls (Encs. 8) .

3 - Kansas City 425 e
. (2~ 44-760) : - o
. e (1 -~ 37 21208) S -
¥ jl_WSP rd.i . PR
N "(5) '. -wf}i~? ‘ SEERTAN _
|
I =" Buy U.S ) S@irzgf Bonds Regularly on the Payroll deingi Plan h

‘.,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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;. FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) ; ' '
,!; ) . v . o a - ; ) A . . .

FBI
Date: 10/11/68

— ke e —— — — —

Transmit ihe following in _
{Type in plaintext or codel <
Vi AIRTEL ' AIR MAIL T
. (Priority}
e e e e e e e o e et ot ot e § -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P=-

SUBJECT: MURKIN
"Re Springfield airtel dated 10/4/68.

SI 1614~C, who has bheen_devoting a great deal
of time to captioned matter, hogpitalized for arthritis
of the spine and unable to make¢ any inquiry during past
week, ,

ROBERT L, STANTON,V previously mentioned by East
Alton Police Départment oS possible suspect in band robbery,
recontacted st Madison County Jail, Edwardsville; states he
wishes to furnish information he feels will be of assistance
as soon as burglary trial completed. Case due to go to Jury
today. STANTON will be recontacted early next week.

'

Recontact with bank cofficials and police eg9n01es
during past week unproductlve

- fo - P
- ) . 'SQMEm_,“_JQOhﬂah :

: ) | seripzEn L, FILED L4

| | | o F 0CT 1 4 1908

- - _ % ; ruuﬂmnmvﬂbr_i

b . 3-Bureau (44-38861)
Memphis (44-~1887)
3 Sprlngfleld (2 44 561)

(1 s '.:-500\

RCH:lmh

(8) ' :
Approved: i - Sent _M Per
) Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



| SUBJECT: MURKIN M 34
- _ Re Springfield airte } }n‘{m/n/ss.

. BCH/mek

& e

10/18/68
AIRTEL AIRMAIL
To! DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

gif

the am@:rmwn. 'pef WELEN GRABLE fdvised she isc;ase

to JOHN NC CLINTOCE , by’ m statements re-
ga%?iag m robb eTy when tapi.c &s hrmght up i;a COBTET~
58 OR. - .

ﬁu&timziﬁg iwestiga’ﬁim 15&112&:&&& f@ﬁ@atﬁ:@"ﬁ

of bank effieials and lisison with law eaforcement agencies

essence negative,

é«;_&uraw (44-~38861)
-~ Bemphin (44~-1987)
~ Spriusgiield (44-561)
£ - 91-»3&3’.9} '

(®)

i
g
!
i
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10/25/68

AIRTEL CAIR MAIL
- -mmm. FB1 (&&-—338313 o
SAC, mmmw (44~553.) R AN
;  MUBKIR | B
o Bo slasringfiem a;tmtal o the Eﬂxsa& m/mfsg.

B ‘M'\m& |

ﬁnnﬁaaf wiih ﬁaﬂlﬁ of J&nﬁs E&ﬁb REY, mifh isw o
am:z ercément agencics -and infovmanis provided ne new information
© yelating te rohbery of The Bewk of Altep oH, 7/18/6% wir p@s&ibfw '

‘ mﬁeenw in mmhm-y of R&X’. Pewam @emﬁwteﬁ gre B8 . -
followe : PR

g ﬂl&!ﬁl m
- 712 Brown ftreet
Al‘tﬁns ﬁi‘iﬂﬂiﬁ R

Chief %mzw a. mmxﬁ fml
ﬁsltaﬁ £

L. @mted mm*tg S:bsriff
e ?mﬁx f‘ﬂ&" ﬁs?ﬂ

Hadison Mntx ﬁhmiftz 's ﬁfﬁ@e
Eﬁm:!wil .

méuﬁm '?s. m—!ﬁws u}amt
The hxﬁ; of altan

ST 16M-C

. BY 1552-C

. BCY WELEN. GRARLE
| FCT LARRY . NANNB.

3 ~ Purean {4%38613

bEARCHED...__..__,INDEXED

% Mamphis (44-1987) SERIALIZED 777 ¢ W@
-Springtield (2 44—5613 3 2 ILE .
e A1z 91-3698) . 007281968 -

: ’érm'ph — MEMPHIS .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. FLe 28 (Rev. 5-22-84) \
R -
. B , R \AV!}

FBI
Date: 131/1/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Vig AXRTEL AXR MATL
. (Priority)
_________________________________________ e e b L
Tar - DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44--561) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel date é 16/25/68.

Infoymants, bank officiale, and police agencies
advise no information has come to their atiention in pasi
g2k pertaining to bawnk vobbery at The Bank of Alten f
July 13, 19867, or with regardeto JAMES EARL RAY, Coe

e

%‘\

Considerable spéculation expressed concerping ' i
validity of up coming L#ok magazine sriicles whic
bgen pubilicized in log‘l newspapecs in past wegd

. o

L]

RALPH PAGE asd DONALD JOHN BAIN, srrested St.
Louis Coulty—MiSsouri, on BT TOBhery charges; believed
possible kank robbery suspects by officers Alton Police
Deparinment. :

Separate communication being submitted . 5t. Louis
by Springfield to have suspects intervisved.

4/;/-/9%4;4— » fa@?

SEal ED rmmsmare b JUL}\L.IJ

: | eRALZED Ll FIED L5
NOY 2 1908 ’

.~ Bureau (44--38861)(RM) : 4 NP :
ngm Memphig (44-1987) (RM) , ' -”“""“““‘“Zzgﬁgj
-~ Springfield (44-581) (7 |

(1: ©1-36989) o .
RCH:skyr

(8

Approved: Sent i Y S =T S
Special Agent in Charge

e S S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

s

‘ FBI

Date: 11/8/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code) .
Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)

e o n o e e e o o S e e o e o aae o m e o 2 e e a1 2 e e e U

TO: DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861)

*ROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

SUBJECT: MURKIN .

Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated 11/1/68. ; >

Contacts with bank officials,
sgencies, and informants during past v

Photographs of RALPH PAGH

identificetion nade.

v

3-Bureau (44-38861)
Memphis (44-1987)

2-8pringfield (44-361)

RCH:imh

(7)

Aaw enforcement
ek unproductive,

snd DONALD JOUN R
displayed to witnesses at Besunk of Alton; however,

no positive

Approved: . Sent
- Special Agent in Charge

. 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 141-76



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' e
, T =

“EBI
Date:  11/15/68

Transmit the following in
. {Type in plaintext or code)

e e et

_ AYRTEL AIR MATL
Via e
(Priority)
" TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 11/8/88.

Investigation at Alton and vicinity during
pa%p week has produced no new information concerning JAMES
BARL RAY or his alleged complicity in robbery The Bank of
Alton, 7/13/6%. ‘ . ; :

Indepencant investigation being conducted to
verify statements attributed to RAY ﬂppearlng in Look
anaAJn” articles.

Since all logical investigation conducted on
continuing bazsis in effoxrt to resolve possible complicity
of RAY in Robbery The Bank of Alton and since investigation
failéd to estab’ish nexus between the two, weeRly airtel
summaries are being discoutinued by the Springfield Division

VACE,

.- ,%IHL PR B _3 /9 yf;
3 -~ Bureau (44-38881) é;j _ sﬂmuuojianh; 7
(§7~ Memphis (44-1987) : KoY Ipqndg
3 ~ Springfield (2: 44-561) 1/ Bl pEmP

(3: 91-3699) _ 7 - <
RCH:jah o S

(8)  DATE FILE smwmg[ﬂgv
CINTIALS _

RE: B ARTEL 01D Ti/iE '_' - o : 4

A0/

-
Special Agent in Charge

Approved: Sent M Per

7‘ R ) . . %-“q:’ggg
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-263 (Rev. 12-19-67)

L @
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN oﬁ'rézv INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW ORLEANS| MEMPHIS 271968 11/20-21/68
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY : TYPED BY

SA ALBERT B. MILLER bab
JAMES EARL RAY, aka;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.- |CHARACTEROF CASE

VICTIM , |
CR - CONSPIRACY
UFAC ~ ROBBERY
REFERENCE:
Bureau airtel, 11/14/68.
-~ RUC =
ENCLOSURES ;

TO MEMPHIS

Provincial Motel, New Orleans, Louisiana, original
data as follows: :

1. Complete telephone bills, 3 pages of which
have been xeroxed in this report, dated 12/19/67 (7 pages)

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED {1 NONE ACQUIT- case nas secn:
CONVIC. |AUTO.| FUG, FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [JYes [_INO
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER SIX MON THS [Jves [Jno
APPROVED N enaget DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
COPIES MADE: _ 3 / 5
' 7 ~ /fg' -
4 - Bureau (44-38861}_&y/ 7¢%¥ ;ié@kzﬁijZ - /@//d
Ib Memphis (44~1987)|(Enc-153) (R¥) 3z,
&g - Mobile

2 - Omaha (Enc-2)
2 - San Diego (Enc-1) »
2 - New Orleans (157-10673)

Dis;emination Record of Attoched Report : Notations : :
Agency ] @Jﬁ‘ \
et T ob Lod <o Phm WQL g %E:l: @/
Date Fwd. &ﬁh (¥ (‘:., a Yo Y g@\- pﬁ Aded )
How Fwd. d o ]
5 "L“N “qg“{wzf'W/

CGOVER PAGE ¢ %
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NO 157-10673

and 1/19/68 (11 pages).
2. Nine (9) work sheets. (Xeroxed in this report.)
3. 142 registration cards. (Xeroxed in this report.)

As indicated in instant report this material is
to be returned to Mr. BRYAN DUPEPE, owner manager of the
Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, la.,
when it has served its purpose. On 11/30/68 SA ALBERT B.
MILLER, FBI, New Orleans, La., gave Mr. DUPEPE a receipt to
that effect, a copy of which is NO 157-10673-1A68

TO OMAHA

One - copy of Buairtel dated 11/14/68 .(NO 157-10673-1198)
One copy of New Orleans airtel, 5/7/68. (NO 157-
10673-851)

TO SAN DIEGO

One copy of Buairtel 11/14/68.(NO 157-10673-1198)

LEADS :

MOBILE

AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. Will locate and interview
H. R. QUINN and JOE LACEY, JR., 1211 Westmoreland, Montgomery,
Ala., make of car S.W. (probably station wagon), Alabama
license 3-2146, 2 in party. -

OMAHA

AT SIOUX CITY, IOWA, Will locate and interview
Mr. and Mrs. DONALD C. (illegible) SMITH, 3319 Dodge Ave.,

Sioux City, Iowa, no car or license indicated, 2 in party.

SAN DIEGO
AT LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA. Will locate and interview
Mr. and Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON, 5646 Taft Avenue, LaJolla,

California, arrived by taxi, 2 in party.

- B -
(COVER PAGE)
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Will locate and interview Mrs. LOUISE LARSON,
5231 ladolla Boulevard, LaJolla, California, arrived by
taxi, 1 in party.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

The Bureau and Memphis will recall that New
Orleans report of SA STEPHEN M, CALLENDER, 4/29/68, (NO 157-
10673-802) sets forth investigation at the Provincial Motel
and informgtion regarding motel records as furnihed by
owner manager, DUPEPE at.that time.

New Orleans airtel 5/7/68 (NO 157-10673-851) to
Memphis and other offices, including Mobile and San Diego,
set forth leads to have the motel registrants interviewed.

As indicated in instant report Mr. DUPEPE has
located additional motel registrants.

In view of the instructions set forth in re
Buairtel 11/14/68 (NO 157-10673-1198) New Orleans is not
setting forth leads to interview all the registrants not
previously interviewed. However, because of the proximity
of certain registrants, i:e., the LARSONs, the SMITHs and
QUINN and LACEY, New Orleans has set forth leads to
interview them. These interviews should be conducted
along the lines set forth in New Orleans airtel 5/7/68.
To possibly identify some of the long distance calls
shown in this report they should be asked whéther they
made calls or know anyone who did., Also during the
interviews they should be guestioned for possible identification
of "RAOUL". -

Mobile, Omaha and San Diego will submit results
of 1nvestigat10n by report rather than inseért.

- C* )
(COVER . PAGE)
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59}

Copy to:

Repoit of:

Date:

Ficld Office File #:

© Tithes

Character:

Synopsis:

DETATLS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA ALBERT B. MILLER Ofice: NEW ORLEANS
NOV:2-7 1968 ‘ |
NO 157-10673 Bureau File #: 44-‘"38861

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -~ VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS

Records of Provincial MoteL{fﬁZ:MOrleans,'I@.,

indicate RAY using alias of GALT, stayed at the
motel December 17-19, 1967. Data concerning

occupants of motel December 14-22, 1867, oktainsad.

It shows RAY as GALT was in Room 126. Prior to
RAY occupying Room 126 it was occupied by H. R.
QUIKN and JOE LACEY, JR., 1211 VWestmoreland,
Montgomery, Ala., make .of car S.W. {(probably
station wagon), Alabama license 3~2146, 2 in
party. While RAY was in Room 126 Mr. and Mrs.
DONALD C. (illegible) SMITH, 3315 Dodge Avenue,

- Sioux City, Jowz, 2 in pariy, occupied Room 125

which is nsxt to Room 126. Mrs. LOUISE LARSON
5231 LaJolla Blvd., laJjdolla, Calif., 1 in

Jparty, registered in Room 126, 12/19/67, after

RAY checked out of Room 126. Probably with
Mrs. LARSON, occupying a nearby room, were Mr.
and Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON, 5646 Taft Ave.,
LaJolla, Calif., 2 in party. It would appear
the three LARSONs arrived by taxi rather than
personal car. Toll cards December 14-22; 1967,
from public phone at Provincizal Motel not
available. Clerk who registered RAY and
owner-operator of laundry and dry cleaning

. which does work for Provincial Motel 1nterV1cwed

and no additional info obtained.

- RUC -

This document contatns nelther recommendations not conclusions of the FBI.
your agency} it ond Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUJISIANA

It is the property of the FB1 and is lowned to
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . . Q
. oy )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - | | Date ___11/21/68

e

Mr. BRYAN DUPEPE, Own§; Manager, Provincial Motel,
1024 Chartres Street, French Quarter, New Orleans, Louisiana,
was contacted concerning guests residing at the motel
during the period December 17-19, 1967, which was when
JAMES EARL RAY was reportedly reg1stered at the Provincial"
Motel as ERIC S. GALT, and for guests residing at the motel
three days before, i.e., December 14~ 16 and three days ‘
after, i.e., December 20-22, 1967. : .

After an exhaustive search of motel records, Mr.
" DUPEPE made available the following work sheets and motel
registration cards and long distance phone bills which
have been xeroxed and are attached. The originals are
being retained in the files of the Memphis Office of the
FBI and are to be returned to Mr. DUPEPE after they have
served their purpose.

In explanation of the records Mr. DUPEPE furnishéd
the following information: '

Each workday.has a work sheet. The date is shown
at the top, e.g., Thursday, December 14, 1967. The entries
on the sheet are made by the morning desk clerk and the
afternoon desk clerk. The numbers on top of the sheet, e.g.,-
36967~36975, are ledger numbers and are used for 1nterna1
bookkeeping: purposes. The other numbers, e.g., X 12, 8/0
17, R .8, T 25, mean 12 rooms are ready because the occupants
have paid and checked out, 17 persons are staying over,

8 rooms were rented the day in question, and a total of 25
rooms were occupied the day in question. o

- In further explanation, using the Thursday,
December 14, 1967, work sheet as an example, Mr. DUPEPE
explained, Room 101 was not rented although as indicated by
the circle it was ready for renting. S/0, staying over in
Room 102 was TAGLAVORE. Further down in the rooms, room 109
‘was rented for the first time on December .14, 1967 to
JOHNSON. The number 36968, under JOHNSON, means.that
was his ledger card number. Each guest is assigned a

L2

On 11/20/68 . New Orleans, Louisiana pijle # __NO 157-10673

I8

; . by __SA ALBERT B. MILLER /bab ' Date dictated 11/20/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusmns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to-
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. b
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ledger card whereon are recorded charges for room, food,
beverage, valet and phone calls. All the ledger cards for
December, 1967, have been destroyed and whatever charges
each guest had are uvnavailable at the motel. All these
services are rendered by the motel except valet which is
handled by Lee Laundry and Cleaners, 830 Chartres Street.
Every two weeks or so this company sends the motel individual
slips showing valet work done for the applicable room.
These slips are checked against valet slips in the motel
and are then destroyed at the motel. Mr. DUPEPE advised
he does not know what records Lee Laundry and Cleaners
maintain.

As far as telephone calls are concerned local calls
are dialed through the switchboard at the motel and the phoné
company has no record of them, Collect long distance calls
going out are not recorded at the motel. Other long
distance calls going out and collect calls coming in are
paid by the motel and recorded. These are recorded by the
switchboard operator at the motel and then checked against
the monthly bill submitted by the phone company. The calls
for December, 1967, recorded by the motel switchboard
operator have been destroyed. Mr. DUPEPE made available the
phone bill dated December 19, 1967 which shows long distance
¢alls from November 9, 1967 to December 18, 1967.- Page 7
a copy.of which is attached shows calls from December 11,
1967 to December 18, 1967 and one for December 3, 1967.

. Pages 1 and 2 of the following month's bill, dated January
19, 1968, shows calls from December 19, 1967 to part of
December 25, 1967 amd one for December 8, 1967. Mr., DUPEPE
explained occa51onally, such as December 8 1967 in this
instance, a call is not recorded in the perlod of the

bill. The check marks against the amounts shows these have
been checked against the individual ledgers. Mr. DUPEPE
stated from the phone bill he has no way to determine from
which rooms the calls were made. The ledger cards, which
have been destroyed, would have shown that information.

Further in regard to phone calls, Mr. DUPEPE
advised the motel has only one public¢ pay phone. This is
" located in the motel's outdoor alcove between the office
and the swimming pool. The phone number is 523-8802.

The procedure for reglsterlng at the motel is as
follows, Mr. DUPEPE explained: If a guest has a reservatlon

_.3_.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



P

: notlce of the reservatlon %¥$ Py

NO 157-10673

tration desk. At the time the guest comes in the work

sheet is consulted and the guest assigned the appropriate
room, The guest then normally fills out a registration
card. In a Tare instance the card is filled out by the
clerk. After the card is filled out the reservation notifi-
cation is generally stapled to the registration card. After
it has served its purpose and prior to filing, the reser-

.vation notification is taken. from the registration card

and destroyed. The registration card, copies of which

have been xeroxed and are attached, are filed. If the
registration card bears the. 1mpr1nt of a staple in all.
probability that person had a reservation. Generally
speaking if the card bears no such ‘imprint chances are the
person had no reservation. Mr.: DUPEPE explained this is no
hard and fast rule because the reservdtion notification

- could have been fastened to the registration card by paper

clip. Generally written on the bottom of the card is the
time or, at least tentatlve time the reglstrant will check
out, . .

_ Concerning the work sheet, taking December 14
again as an example, Mr. DUPEPE stated Room=s 116 and 220 are
not rented and the "H" means hold anﬁ as indicated they
required plumbing work

: Xeroxed and attached are work sheets for December
14, 1967, through December 22, 1967. Motel registration
cards which are xeroxed and attached were located for
everyone on the work sheets except Room 115 HIGGINS on
December 14, 1967, Room 112 FISHER and Room 234 MADDEN on
December 21, 1967, and no registration card was found for
CRISSEY, Room 212, on December 22, 1967. Information -
regardlng BRANCH and PRUET is set forth herein. Mr. DUPEPE
advised-in all probablllty data are- mlsflled ‘among the
various records of the motel.

It is observed there is a registration card for
Mr. and Mrs. BARNEY BRANCH, 4334 Stern Avenue, Sherman Oaks,
California, 1968 Chevrolet, license US 6320, California:
(not too legible), on December 14, 1967, Room 108, . but the
work sheet shows that room vacant. Written inibut erased
appears to be BRANT (not too legibleé) and in all probability
they registered and then decided they did not want the
oo ,

- -

tre)

=
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Further in connection with registrations, the
work sheet for December 15, 1967 shows one PRUET in Room
217. There is no registration card for him however, which
indicates the room was reserved for him but he did not
show. Mr. DUPEPE advised there are two PRUETS who
occasionally stay at the Provincial Motel. One of them
is JIM PRUET, 3130 SW Freeway, Houston, Texas, believed to
be in the electronlcs business. The other PRUET is from
Dallas, Texas, and is known as JAMES PRUET. Off hand the
address and business connection of JAMES PRUET of Dallas
are not avallable to Mr. DUPEPE.

Spe01flcally in regard to GALE Mr. DUPEPE advised
as follows:

The work sheet for Sunday,’ December 17, 1967, is
where GALT first appears. This is indicated by Room 126.
The R, as previously explained, means December 17 is the

first day he rented the-room. The 2 by his name means

either he said he wanted the room for 2 days or that a
reservation had come in and that because of the reservation
the room would be available only for 2 days. The number
under GALT, i.e., 37263, means GALT had a ledger card with

that number on it. The ledger card which has been previously

explained has been destroyed. Mr. DUPEPE stated from the

writing GALT on the work sheet it appears to him that Mr.
B. C. DUKE, a clerk at the motel, registered GALT.

In connection with the 2 days as above, the
registration card of Mr. and Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON, 5646
Taft Avenue, lLaJdolla, California, 92037, bears the imprint
of a staple indicating, accordlng to DUPEPE they had a
reservation for December 19, 1967 as shown on the card.

" With them was probably Mrs. LOUISE LARSON, 5231 LaJolla

Boulevard, LaJolla, California, 92037, who registered in.
Room. 126, December 19, 1967, after GALT checked out of
Room 126. The cards 1ndlcate the LARSONs arrived’ by taxi .
rather than personal car. Mr. and Mrs. LARSON as indicated
by the card and work sheets were moved from Room 124 to
Room 125 on December 20, 1967, apparently to be next to-
Mrs. LOUISE LARSON who was in Room 126.  Rooms 124 and:

125 have a connecting door. Rather than the 3 LARSONs
occupying Rooms 124 and 125 it would be $6 cheaper for

Mr. and Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON to move into Room 125
instead of Mrs. LOUISE LARSON moving from 126 into 125.-

i
T

—J_
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In connectlon w1th the phy31ca1 layout of the
rooms it was observed Room 126 is in the back of the motel
and on the first floor. It fronts on the parking area. Room
126 is a two level room 10 feet by 10 feet and has a spiral
stairway to an upper bedroom. In other words, it has two
beds, one on the first floor and one up the spiral stairway.
Next to Room 126 on the first floor is Room 125.. Room 125
has one level only and -is the only room next to the lower
level of Room 126. Next to the upper level of Room 126
is Room 234. ‘ . '

, The work sheet for Sunday, December 17, 1967,
which indicates GALT checked in that day, shows SMITH was
in Room 125 as a stay over. The work sheet for Friday,
December 15, 1967 shows- SMITH first checked in Room 125
on December 15, 1967. SMITH is last shown on the work .
sheets on(Decﬁmber 19, 1967 which according to DUPEPE -
means in all probability SMITH checked out on December 20,
1967. It would therefore appear SMITH was next to GALT
all the time GALT was in the Provincial Motel, i.e., -
December . 17 -~ 19, 1967. The. registration cards shown
SMITH to be Mr. and Mrs. DONALD C. (illegible) SMITH, 3319
Dodge Avenue, Sioux City, JIowa, no car or licensé indicated.

It is observed that none of the reglstratlon
cards have anything written on the back of them such as
check out time. In connection with times, Mr. -DUPEPE explained,
the time of registration is not recorded nor is the time of
check out. Check out time is 1:00 PM, but occasionally
people stay over the check out time so he cannot say

" - exactly when anyone checked out. "Mr. DUPEPE. advised he

previously furnished the FBI the registration card of , oo
GALT. ‘From the work sheets, however, partlcularly since

GALT is shown on two days, i.e., December 17 and 18, 1968,
and -not on December 19, 1968, it would appear he checked L I
out of the motel on December 19 prior ‘to 1:00 PM. The - ' :
next-occupant of thls room Room 126 was Mrs° LOUISE LARSON

-oonr December 19 1967 f:_ﬁfg i

\ . As to who was in Room 126 iiimediate] prlor for GALT, 1t‘is
noted thls would be nobody as indicated by the ‘work sheet .

for Saturday,- December 16, 1967. QUINN and LACEY and. stay "

over were written on the Work sheet for .that day for Room

126 but erased. It is observed from the work sheet of

Thursday, December 14, 1967, that QUINN ‘and -LACEY first

-’-
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rented Room 126. that day. The registration card indicates
they, however, c¢hlecked out Saturday, December 16, the day
before GALT was assigned Room 126. The registration card
shows QUINN and ILACEY to be H. R. QUINN and-JOE LACEY, JR.,
1211 Westmoreland, Montgomery, Alabama, make of car S, W,
(probably stationwagon), Alabama license ‘3-2146.

‘In regard to Room 234, immediately above GALT's
room 126, it is observed from the work sheets that this
room was unoccupied Sunday, December 17, 1967, the day
GALT checked into Room 126. Work sheets from December 14,
1967 which are attached indicate it was unoccupied from
that day on until December 21, 1967 when it was occupied by
MADDEN for the first time. NoO registration card could be
located for MADDEN, it apparently having been misfiled
according to DUPEPE. Work sheets prior to December 14, 1967,
.available in. Provincial Motel records, i.e., December 13,
1967 back to December 8, 18967 show Room 234 to be unoccupied.
Mr. DUPEPE explained from Thanksgiving roughly to the
Christmas weekend business is generally slack and for
that reason Room 234 was unoccupicd as indicated.

In regard to auto parking, the motel has a parking
area, which is all open,. and which Room 126 fronts, This
parking area is iree to all guests and guests use. it particularly
because it is available and parking in the French Quarter, ’
where the Provincial Motel is located, is. very limited.

. Uther motels-in the immediate area have parking that
entails attendants handling the cars.

Mr. DUPEPE advised the name ."RAOUL" meant nothing
to him.

¢
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l ' s T o F c A l L s C - SEE REVERSE FOR EXPLANATION
DATE |. PLACE CALLED AMOUNT | ~YOUR NUMBER

2AENTERPRISE ALA 205 347 6835 90524 6446
22GREENFIELD I0WA 515743 2015 |18 [90
22MINNEAPOLS MINN 612 823 5774 Nici
23ENGLEWDOD NJ.~ 201 568 5749 |1 85
2ZEMGLEWDOD NJ. 201568 5749 |1 74
24MTIAMY FLA. 305.-866 5488 1053
24GROVEPORT DHID 614 836 5933 gl 190
I240SAGEREACH MDD ~ 314 348 2223 330
24DEBARY FLA 305 668 6788 hlCl 285
24ROME S & S 00
29NATCHELZ MIss 601 44 6221 165
25FARMINGTON MICH 313 476 3409 [y 205
24SHREVEPOURT LA 318 686 6244 82
25MANHATTAN MIS 913 7178 3674 R
28KANSASCITY MD &16 363 6217 70

- - | PAGE. Q02

TOTAL EXCL. TAX i ' FED. TAX TOTAL INCL. TAX

N

N

NN
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