
REPORT 
of the

‘‘ZilA LABORATORY ^LtA.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

?<” BI, Memphis (4M8B7) Date: tos 18, 1988*
FBIFHeNo. . ^^gggj
LaM«. 0-S89SU1O7 <FK •

, Specimens received 0^^^^ ' ' "

' ■ M' Bom B*O»Awii«&tte lor ^a#as fem^rt# |b the'
- . name MW ®^ SMS, §tw^ ^ncelled#* •

MM&idt sigwfi.’Wa few h^#11 had attached
. earbea eopy e£ ’ a letter to the fe^iaa passport ''

• ' ' BMsfes dated. W/W • ■ • . - / ~ -

W

^n

. - q®

Oa## eat#.M ’Wife# .M^eimsl B Be BBfesa'Bo \
M<o. Bp#a4a fe fistr&^ir^^*-. ei^iM BOW ®w. ■. '

X&teraatlwal B^«Mt&mZD£^^ €a?^ ■ la
the a» #®g GraB shew ? : „

hiwsatismi Beh^i&t£h$^ h •

. geslt '# #^.»if@^ ' -.’. .■ ■ ■ ■ ’ ' .
. ' Woteg ths haws printhg. ©<W& ®^ ©tei^M^- ’ \
t# Mgattw a® t& item ^®g#ter^#fe^i» .#»:;.^#m... ' - •
teHW feWwj.it-.#B e^aeioMt'tha^.'the ^#»ito#W#bg, ■ 
M g^fe^. aji<-,^4fr W^hnii'm ^;liii&#i' Ww^ 
pw^ l^'» £M W, W^X IW»i . < . , •

8^e#»os W tW^K W Sate <®^M#-#tIi a #^ -
# this f^»8t't» te^t? M#s»' "Ist^jte w® ®O@^ ' •
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IT*., ’ ^»

-^Laboratory Trans^ttal Fo^m
I 7-72 , . '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

MURKIN
Ke: OR

00: Memphis

Examination requested by: ■

• . • * ■ Reference: ■

Examination requested:

Remarks: ‘ .

Legal, London 

Airtel 6/9/68 

Document

Date: JUBC 18, 1968

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. D-680614107 JK

■ Because of the natureof the documents submitted,
these were not treated for latent f inge^-prints* Should such 
an examination be desired, these items Should be forwarded to 
the Bureau, attention Latent Fingerprint Section*

Enclosed for the information of Memphis is S copy of 
incoming communication from Legat^ London* ^

Enclosures (3) (2 Lab report., copy of incoming^cOmunication) 

2 -Legat, London (88-72) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

1 - Legat, Paris Enclosures (5) (Q369-Q372, Lab report)

DO not include administrative 
PAGE{S) INFORMATION IN

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



64§<

Airtel

Ites

From:

SAC’S, N (MiMjr to.

Director, FBI (44-388S1)

M®KM

- Be Newark airteX S*ll*6^ submitting bank
newsletter tor ®»Mta.

. - Fear latent fingerprints ^ value were devel­
oped on the newsletter. ■ These laiat ffeg^&ts are eat 
identical with the fingerprints of James Bari Bay, FBI 
«5W er Jerry William My, FM ^SU.

Newsletter enclosed to Newark.

1 - Newark (m««S) 
1 - Newark (W«} 
1 - Chicago (44-1114)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



W
*R

|P

MM»

■Airtel

Tm ■ MC% Bae. i
(«WW)

m® w0t, ra (44-1801) . - .

' - Be New Yorfc airtel ^4^-ISt submitting an w 
an^ ae^mpanyii^l  ̂ ‘ .

‘ --WlMla^toatliito#^^^^
tt^sje waft l*$er» ^eh m aielw4 to Wb T©^. ;

^alaaratary r«|toft senate.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . ®B< BOREAS @F WISW™ . '
WASHMON 0, & MS3^ .

FBI s San Diego (44-387) . . Date; June 23./ 1968. •
.(44-394) fbi FDe no. 44-38861

MIN . • Lab. no. D-680619073 JR
CR
ONSALT . • . .

Specimens received 6/19/68

Q375 Sheet of paper bearing a hand printed note which 
begins ’*If. the F*8*1* wonts Ray,s buddy go to**,,’1 
and ending ”s»j2 Big Stone Gap Virginia by the . 
F* B* I J’ . /

K485 Sheet of pacer bearing the known hand printing of
. gpRGJ^^

Result of. examination:

It was concluded that the hand printing on Q375 was 
prepared by GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER, K485.

. The.submitted material was searched in the Anonymous 
Letter File without effecting an identification* Copies have 
been added,to^this file for future reference*

Q375 and K485 have been photographed and are being 
returned to San Diego separately*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. FEBERAL ME/W ©F OIWBTOTOM .
. washing™, a a i@«§ '

FBI, San Diego (44-387) o°^ June 21 ? 1968

(44-394)

MURKIN
CR i
00: Memphis \
KENSALT ' ?
00: Los Angeles:

Examination requested, by:

Reference;

San Diego

Airtel 6/17/68

FBI File NO. 44—38861
L«b. no. D-680619073 JK

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint

Remarks;

A separate report is being tarnished on the latent 
fingerprint examination and return of Q375 and K485a

lD£A?IINt  ̂ 1 ■

i ~ PAGE® INFORMATION IN : ?
[ iNLESTlGATiVE^PORT J .
I ■'^^^V7MXtoc«^^«vn*L>A» i- - ^»: m*^^- »*M«A9>V««Mk«<rwm^<m: iM^Mf **<WM«k»>a>*U3M«i*Mbe«nCM9C'xoMMa*aMav« •

''W^
(2) \2 Lab report)

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

Memphis (44-1987) Enclosures

2 - Los Angeles (56-156) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)
^Lz^*^A/-a^z

SEARCHED...................INDEXED.......;--------- 

serializeqZ<...hled........A.........

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6/21/68

Airtel

To: M€’s, ^D^j^J££^

From: Director, FBI (44-38S61)

Be San »p W?I 6/17/68, submitting a hand 
printed note, Q375.

No latent impressions of value developed on We 
note, which is enclosed to te Diego, together with known hand 
printing, Mi

Laboratory reporting separately.

1 - Los Angeles
1 * to Diego (44-3^4)

^STZjnoexo__ ___

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



v £ ' WORT
■ ” . @f th®

' F®BM BUREAU OF mWSTMW
■ WMiWTOH, B. C. g@OS '

to: PBI, Birmingham (44-1740) Date-. June 26^ 1968
. . „ FBI File No. 44—38861

Re: MURKIN Lab. No. D-680624097 JK
CR

Specimens received 6/24/68

Q37G Palmer Writers School pamphlet submitted under the name 
”Eric A 4 Waugh” bearing hand printing

ALSO SUBMITTED: Handwritten letter signed AUBRY DEE CHANDLER

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the handwriting on Q376 was 
not prepared by JAMES EARL RAY, K211o

Q376 has been photographed and is being returned to 
Birmingham with the ALSO SUBMITTED material0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



File—Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 6-17-70)

t<S-16—83475-1 GPO

File Date 

Date 
Charged

Class. Case No. Last Serial
I I Pending Q Closed

Serial No. Description of Serial

Employee

To

Employee

Location

RECHARGE

From

.2 □ 
a

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Date

Date Charged



Laboratory Transmittal F'crm

Zal. LABORATORY .......ft— 

federal' b«m or investigator 

WASHINGTON, D. C. .8@OS

to: FBI, Birmingham (44-1740) Date: June 26$ 1968

MURKIN 
OR
00: Memphis

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. NO. D-680624097 JK

Examination requested by: Birmingham

Reference: Airtel 6/21/68

Examination requested: Document

Remarks:

Enclosures (4) (Q376$ALS0 SUBMITTED$ 2 Lab report)

2>- Memphis' (44-1987) Enclosures (2) (2"^a|H^ 

2 - New Orleans Enclosures (2) (2"Lab’r

■ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT 
of the

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

Re: MURKIN 
CR

Date: July 1, 1968 
FBI File No. 44- 38861 
Lab. NO. D-680625135 IH

PC-A7235 BX IZ
OAF

Specimens received 6/25/68

Q377 Scratch pad

Q378 - Q382 One clean and four soiled handkerchiefs

1Q383 WittnaUer. wrist watch. f >

Q384 TWA message slip for YARUM CHANDRA DUTT

-W^6 Four test bullets and four cartridge cases from 
1 "Liberty Chief* ?|38 Special revolver" serial #715

Result of examination: "

Q377 was examined for watermarks and indented . . 
writing with negative.results# The hand pointed word 
"CETERFICATE” appears on the cover of this pad^ Although 
a number of hand printing similarities were^ npted in this 
word when compared with. Raya's hand print^n^Mhdicating it 
was possibly we^ared by the subJect?£Mi^^ 
of this hand printing precludes a defin^e^identification 
of Ray as the^ruthor of this hand printing^ .

No visible or invisible laundry marks were found 
on specimens Q378 through Q382#

. Specimen Q383 is a men’s 17-jewel Wittnauer wrist 
watch encased in a Wittnauer watchcase# Both the watchcase 
and the movement are of Swiss, origin# The wrist watch 
movement <ipes not, bear a serial number and there is no 
physical evidence that the movement has been repaired since 
there are no jewelers’ "scratch marks" inscribed on the inside 
of the case# The watchcase bears two sets of numbers, one • 
above the other, as follows: 8001

. UK . ' : . . /

Page 1 (continued on next page)/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The Wittnauer factory should be able to advise as to the 
significance;^! any, of these markings# The possibility 
of tracing the retail sale of specimen Q383 appears remote# 
No foreign material was located on or in the watch which 
could assist in tracing the wrist watch#

The wrist watch has a stainless steel expansion­
type band bearing the markings "ADMIRAL U.S.A" There is 
an Admiral Watch Band Company, Incorporated, 9 Debrosses 
Street, New York City, which manufactures-; watch bands#

The test bullets and cartridge cases from the 
,38 Special caliber "Liberty Chief" revolver, serial number 
715 were compared with all similar specimens in the 
National Unidentified Ammunitions File without effecting an 
identification^

Two latent fingerprints of value were developed 
on Q384 but they were not identical with the fingerprints 
of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G# The questioned handwriting 
and hand printing on Q384were not prepared by JAMES EARL RAY# 
K486 has been\preyiously forwarded to Legat, Ottawa# Q377 
through Q384 4av/ been previously forwarded to Legat, London#

Page 2 
D-680625135 IH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Re:

m« wd« (#*w> Date: 41 
FBI File No 

Lab. No.

9MW IS 12

Specimens received iw#

ez ^t^ * ^^
MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72 ‘ *

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

o MURKIN
Re CR

00: Memphis

Date: July 1, 1968

Examination requested by: Legat, London

Reference: Airtel 6/24/68

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. D-680625135 IH

PC-A7235 BX IZ
CW

Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint -
Firearms - Laundry Marks - Miscellaneous 

Remarks; ' •

This report confirms and supplements Bureau airtel 
to Memphis dated 6/26/68 with copies to Legat, Ottawa and 
Legat, London» Q377 through Q384 were returned to"Legat, 
London with copies of this airtel, K486 was forwarded to 
Legat, Ottawa with copies of this airtel;o

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE 
"^AGE(S) INFORMATION IN

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Legat, Ottawa Enclosures (2) (2 Lab r^ort)

2 - Legat, London (88-72) Enclosures (2)

administrative page

(2 Lab report)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1

Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72 ' ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: July 1, 1968

Re:
MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

Examination requested by: Legal, London

Reference: Airtel 6/24/68

FBI File No. 44—38861
Lab. no. D-680625135 IH

PC-A7235 BX 12
CW

Examination requested:, Document - Fingerprint -
Firearms - Laundry Marks - Miscellaneous

Remarks: ’ . ■ •

This report confirms and supplements Bureau airtel 
to Memphisdated 6/26/68 with copies to Legat, Ottawa and 
Legat, London, Q377 through Q384 were returned tb^Legat, 
London with copies of this airtel, K486 was forwarded to 
Legat, Ottawa with copies of this airtel^

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE 
^"PAGEiS) INFORMATION IN 

investigate^

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Legat, Ottawa Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Legat, London (88-72) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) 1 Dote: July 8, 1968
' • FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN Lab. NO. D-680705006 JK
CR

Specimens received 7/5/68 .

Q385 Sheet of paper bearing typewritten letter dated 2/4/68, 
beginning ”I RECENTLY RECEIVED../’ and signed 
.’’Eric S, Galt”

Result of examination: ■

, The typewritten impressions on Q385 are the same 
style as those appearing on other items received in this matter 
attributed to ’Trie S* Galt.”

Because of the lack of identifying features it could 
not be definitely determined that the same typewriter was 
employed to prepared Q385 arid the other items but no signifi­
cant differences were noted..

It was concluded that the ”Eric S. Galt” signature on 
Q385 ^as prepared by the writer of other signatures in this , 
name appearing on specimens previously received some of which 
have been investigatively identified as having been prepared by 
James Earl Raya -

Q385 will be returned separately* Photographs are 
retained*. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT
of the

7-1 b

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

\ To:

^°: A

tee fc#M. f#-W - Date: "toy |^».
■ FBI File No.

■ Lab. No. >toOW® a.

Specimen! received

^ WM '^
#to<;> •

. a X wWLito 't^^itto #' WJ -to to ^ = -
. w^-^ ww wto^w.ato# Atto toto;M.O tow

, : .toiH'M to’ to#.to#i# #toi''it wm.
■ aw # Mgtotoy tes#W $#t fc to typtoW »■■

- toto'^ grsjto-W wd to tor iWH ®:-toW* 
W^to«ito8Mtoi!i' ■ ■ / . „ . .

- w toto^-to ^■•^te s«w^ ^i®i»to 
wiw. >Mwm w to tow-otto^ totoa # toe ■ to to®W'<to$to,to&to tot## ^# si ai^ . 
to" tea WtototorW itoto ar M#w to toto w 
toaWl'to' .

■ |#sm# W wto# wtoW* ' wwto 'w •

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: July 8, 1968

MURKIN 
CR
00: Memphis

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. • D-680705006 JK

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Los Angeles 

Airtel 7/1/68 .

Document - Fingerprint

Remarks: . .

You will be advised separately regarding the results 
of the fingerprint examination and disposition of Q385>

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE • . .
1 PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT '

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Birmingham (44-1740) Enclosure (Lab report)

1 - Washington Field Office (44-703) Enclosure (Lab report)

A DMINI STRATIVE PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: July 17, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN Lab. no. D-680715037 JK
CR

Specimens received 7/15/68

Qc389 Two photographs comprising front and back of paper 
bag bearing on one side the hand printed words "PUT ALL" 
and on the other side hand printing beginning "PLACE ALL.." 
and ending "..IN THIS BAG"

ALSO SUBMITTED: Two photographs of latent prints found on bag 
and copy of telegram from American Embassy, 
London, to Department of State

Result of examination:

Specimen Qc389 was searched through the appropriate 
sections of the Bank Robbery Note File but could not be 
identified with any prior submissions to this file,

The process of outlining and filling in the letters 
comprising the Qc389 note, is more a form of art than hand 
printing, and therefore normal identifying characteristics of 
the writer would not be in evidence0 For this reason, it 
could not be determined whether the Qc389 note was prepared by 
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G. .

Qc389 and the ALSO SUBMITTED material been 
retainedo W

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT
of the

7-lb

- Z«^i laboratory ZaA.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Re:

FBI, K«#iil (44-1987) Date:

MURKIN
FBI File No.

Lab. No.

July 17, 1968 
MW . 
®wnw a :

Specimens received r/wm
Qe38§ W© phetogrgffcs egg^ls^ ^re# and Mck of ^M?

’ . ba# hariig m on© side th© hand printed word# W W
. W mi .th# |W sw W Wa#w WWb ,*®W#|a^’t

- ■ and addingW'#S^ '

ALSO SUBMITTED: W photographs of latent prints found ©a bag' 
i# W st WWW W &#W® WMh' ■ -

’ * ' . hWi t®5«^W#S  ̂ - ' ■ .

' ^cima ^©339 was searched through &@ l^^iate -
"MM Ml the Bag# MWy M# tile hut Ml' W'M... •
MO1MM WlWraMtM# .

- " Be m# of «W»Wl «# #11W - # the MM»
WrMi' the Mi Wg i» mm & Mm of •■»# M W. - . 
printingand hMM 20ml identifying dMi'est^lw W . 
the witer Wm j# W th MttoM ta -ta MM« ^'

- Mt sei be IMbM «M» W #M& M-# -#Sj«'W 
M ML W^ FBI M@W , ■
‘ " Q©389 and #s#M SJWfflSMMalW^'W "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) . . Date: July 17, 1968

MURKIN 
CR
00: Memphis

Examination requested by: ’ Legat, London

Reference: Airtel 7/8/68 ■

Examination requested; Document - Fingerprint

Remarks: ' * '

2 - Legat, London (88-72) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

SEARCHED...... . .......... INDEXED....................

serialized/4^...filed...«z^X......

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT
of the

LABORATORY -4-A

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: July 16, 1968
■ FBI File No. 44-38861

Re. MURKIN Lab. no. D-680712073 JK
’ CR . .

Specimens received 7/12/68

Q388 American Heritage business reply card bearing on reverse 
side the hand printed name and address ’’Erie S. Galt

i Loraine Motel Memphis Tenn.”

Result of examination:

Significant differences were noted as the result of 
comparing the questioned hand printing on Q388 with the known 
hand printing of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942Gj however, because 
of the limited nature of the hand printing involved and the 
presence of certain characteristics a definite conclusion was 
not reached*

Q388 will be returned separately. Photographs were 
made.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT
of the

7-lb

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: Wr Wdl8 (#4im
r«: MB ■ *

FBI File

Lab. No.

Date:

Specimens received 1j^3i3^@B

M ^m« Ww® taMs ^^ wfi WWW ®s immo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



to: FBI, Memphis

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

(4,4-1987) ' * Date: July 16, 1968

Be. MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. D-680712073 JK

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested: .

Remarks:

Cleveland

Airtel 7/10/68

Document - Fingerprint

. You will be advised separately regarding the results
of the fingerprint examination and disposition of Q388.

DO NOT INCLUDE- ADMINISTRATIVE 
PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Cleveland (44-565) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

SB INDEXED.
SERIALIZED^^.JILED..... .

JUL 171968
FBI— EMPHIS^j^,

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7-19-68

aihtel AMSD

TO: DIRECTOR, EBI (44-38861)

ATTN: LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION/IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P /

MURKIN. / -

Submitted herewith are major cage prints of JAMES EARL RAy^Z

These prints are identified as follows:

1. Left fingers. 8. Left hand
2. Right fingers. 9. Right hand.
3. Right hand. 10. Left hand.
4. Left hand 11. Right hand.
5. Left hand : 12. Right hand
6. Right hand .13* Left hand fingers.
7. Right and left fingers14. Right hand fingers.

The Latent Fingerprint Section of the Identification Division 
is requested to compare these major case prints with any latents 
received in connection with the MURKIN case. In addition, these 
major case prints should also be compared with any unsolved Rank 
Robbery matters in which latent prints have been submitted.

In addition to the above items, these prints should be 
compared with latent prints submitted involving burglaries or jewel 

- - thefts. : ■ . . . \

There is also enclosed a regular fingerprint submission card 
for RAY from the Shelby County Sheriff's Department. It is noted no 
identifying data dr any signature has been set forth since subject 
RAY declined to furnish any such data to the Sheriff's Department.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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7/18/68

Air tel

To: Legal, London (88-72)
SAC/Memphis.' (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-88861)

MURKIN

Reurairtel July 8, 1968.

One latent fingerprint of value appears in the two submitted 
photographs. The latent fingerprint is identical with a finger impression 
of James Earl Ray, FBI ^®644M.

Photographs are being retained.

Laboratory report separate.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7/23/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR

oo kmis

. Be laboratory letter to Sfes&hls dated 4/17/68
concerningexa^iration # PC -A5498.

Being submitted under separate cover by AMSD registered
Mail are the following hairs and fibers in referenced Laboratory 
coMsunication:

. ' ' Q 29 and 30 ' . ' , .
Q 38 (2 slides) 

’ ' Q 46 ' .
Q 26 ( 2 slides)
Q 24
Q IS (4 slides)
Q 1 (2 slides)
Q 13 (2 slides)

Also enclosed in the sane package are head hair 
specimens of RAY obtained from RAY ob7/23/68 by Sheriff 
WILLIAM mil, Shelby County, Tenn., Sheriff*® Department. .

4 — Bureau
- (1 - lockage) (AMSD) (RM)
V- W»phiS (44-1987-Sub H) .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 77-3260

Also enclosed in the same package are two bed sheets 
upon which JAWS SAY has slept in the Shelby County, Tenn,, 
Jail between a.«. 7/19/68 and a.m. 7/23/68.

The above described hairs and fibers appear on a total j 
of 12 slide carton which were obtained in connection with the 
investigation of captioned matter, ■

The FBI laboratory is requested to compare the additional 
evidence belt® submitted with the specimens appearing on the ' ;
enclosed slides which were previously submitted to the laboratory. |

%e& completion of the examination the Laboratory is 
requested to return the submitted hair and fiber slides and . ;
two bed sheets in order that ths slides may be returned to the . i 
State Attorney general #s Office, Memphis, and the sheets . I
returned to the Shelby Couuty Smriff*a Department. . J

' If the head hair of BAY enclosed as a specimen for. ]
this communication is determined to be of evidentiary value ' :
these hairs my be retained by the laboratory. If these hairs . - j 
are determined to be of ns evidentiary value they may be ■ ’ ।
•destroyed'by the laboratory, ■ . ■ . ■ j

3
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To:

Re;

FBIj Memphis (44-1987)

MURKIN '
CR

Date; July 23, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. NO. D-680719053 JK

Specimens received 7/17/68, from FBI, Chicago

Qc391 Photocopy of two-page handwritten letter on prison 
stationery beginning "Dear John I will just write,.,” 
and signed ”Lord R. G. Sneyd’*

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the questioned writing 
appearing on Qc391 was prepared by JAMES EARL RAY# ? 
FBI #405942G.

Specimen Qc391 has been retained.

*
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REPORT 
of the

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

BIS Memphis («-w foly 23, 1@6S
■ ' FBI File No. ^-gggg|

Specimens received ^W, #M' BI, OlW • -

QcSOl W®t0eo> ef tw-page teteittsa letter » ^1#® -' .. 
stationery fe^iaa^ tew J#a 1 Mil jast wite...® 
and signed *ta# R^ G» §8^4“ . . -

#es®lt st ©###&«»?"

■ . ■ It ws emahied tM the wti®^ witiag 
appearing b $©301 wg^'^awd W FAMES' B£B* Mj? ■

. s^cta' §o3$l ham hem #t#&0d;:
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Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72

laboratory__ ft—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

MURKIN 
CR
00: Memphis

Date: July 23, 1968

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Chicago

Airtel 7/15/68

Document .

FBI File No. 44—38861
Lab. no. D-680719053 JK

Remarks:

Enclosures (2/(2 Lab report)

2 - Chicago (44-1114) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - St Louis (44-775) Enclosure (Lab repor|^"‘J.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

M 2 5 Eli
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g 0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via Airtel

F B I

Date: 7-26-68

(Type in plaintext of code)

(Priority)

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

ZFrom: Director, FBI (44-38861) .

MURKIN

Reura.irte.1 7-19-68, submitting major case prints of 
James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G.

Latent impressions remaining unidentified in this case 
are not identical with major case prints of Ray.

Major case prints of Ray currently being compared 
with latents in National Unidentified Latent File. Results furnished 
in a subsequent report.

. Major case prints of Ray being retained and used in 
preparation of court exhibits for trial this case.

Sent Via Per _________ ;------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

To:FBI, Memphis

Rei MURKIN
CR

D’tei July 29, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. NO. PC-B0455 IZ

Specimens received 7/24/68

Q392 Bed sheet
Q393 Bed sheet

K487 Head hair sample from James Earl Ray

Resubmission of:

Twenty-three glass raic roseope slides containing 
hairs from Q13, Q15, Q24, Q26, Q29, Q30, Q38 
and Q46 and fibers from QI, Q2, Q13 and Q26

Results of examination:

Caucasian head hairs that could have originated 
from one person were previously recovered from specimens 
Q13, Q15, Q26, Q29, Q30, Q38, Q95, Q97, Q99, Q100, Q103, 
Q114, Q115, Q116, Q117, Q206, Q207 and Q208. The above 
hairs exhibit the same microscopic characteristics as the 
K487 hairs and could have originated from the same person 
as the K487 hairs. It is pointed out that hairs do not 
possess enough individual microscopic characteristics to be 
positively identified as originating from a particular 
person.

A few Caucasian head hairs were found on the Q392 
and Q393 bed sheets. These hairs exhibit the same 
microscopic characteristics as hairs in specimen K487 and 
could have originated.from the K487 source.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1-1 b REPORT 
of the

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

! FBI, Memphis

Re: muekin 
CR

Date:

FBI File No.

Lab. No.

July 29; 1968
4-MW1
PC-B04S5 IS

; ..Specimens received
7/24/68

-. Q892 Bed sheet - '
■ W® Bed shoot - . . < , .... ..

K487 Bead Mir sample from James Saari My ' .

Resubmission of: ' - ’ . - . • . ';

- • T^enty^three glass microscope slides containing

Msulta.ef jm^»ati##S' .. ’ . . ' ’ - - .

' : ■ Musaslan Mad Bairs- that eeuld have originated '
. . from osi© person were previously recovered from specimens ’ 

Q13,Q15, Q26, Q29, W, W, W»K W> W> Q100, Q103, 
W<» QUS; ail6, QI 17, Q206, Q207 and Q208* The above 
Mirs exhibit ths -same microscopic char act er is ties as- the ' ' 
K487 hairs Md could have originated from the same person.. 
as- th® K487 hairs. It is fluted out that hairs do uot .

' possess enough individual microscopic characteristics to be 
- positively identified as originating from a particular

' parson. . . ■ - ’

. , A few Caucasian head hairs wer© found on the $392
■ and $393 bed sheets.. These hairs exhibit 'the- same

. mleresewi© e-Mw©!©#^ M'-iHUm in ■steelmen 087 and 
eeuld- haw erlginatiM^rom the K487 seuMe* , ' • ■'

SEARCHED.......... ........ INDEXED;...................
SERIALIZED.....-^...... FILED............^i.........

JUL 3 01968 .
FBI —MEMPHIS
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\
Laboratory T^'nsmittjl Form 

7-72

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: July 29, 1968

Re;

MURKIN 
CR

John Edgar Hoover, Director

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. PC-B0455 IZ

Examination requested by: Memphis

Reference: Airtel 7/23/68

Examination requested: Microscopic

Remarks:

As previously reported, Caucasian head hairs
could have originated from one person were found on or 
the following specimens:

that 
in

ITEMS FROM MEMPHIS SCENE:

Q13
Q15
Q26
Q29 -
Q38

Bedspread
Zipper bag
Towel

Q3O Pair of socks 
Hairbrush

ITEMS FROM 1966 FORD MUSTANG

Q95 
Q97 
Q99 
Q1OO 
Q103 
Q114

Sweat shirt 
Bed sheet 
Pillowcase 
Bed sheet 
Rug

- QI17 Vacuum sweepings

. SERIALIZED..... /^....HlED....^

JUL 3 01968 

mi -— MEMPHIS

Enclosures (2)^2 Lab report)

Page 1 (continued on next page)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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ITEMS FROM MEMPHIS ROOM:

Q206 Sofa pillow
Q207 Bed sheet
Q208 Bed sheet

The above hairs were compared with the K487 
head hair clippings from Ray.

Specimens Q392, Q393 and K487 along with the 
resubmitted glass slides are being returned to Memphis, 
under separate cover by registered mail.

i

Page 2 
PC-B0455 IZ
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0-9 (Rev, 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8-2-68
Transmit the following in _____________________________________________________________________________  

(Type in plaintext of code)

Via Airtel___________________  ______________________________________________
(Priority)

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
^From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Reurairtel 7-19-68.

This airtel supplements Buairtel of 7-26-68.

Major case prints of James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G, 
compared with latent impressions in bank burglary, bank robbery, 
and major theft sections of National Unidentified Latent File, but 
no identification effected.

Sent Via M Per
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: FBI, Charlotte (44-1365) Date: August 8, 1968

Re: KURKIN

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. R-619-MB

Examination requested by: Charlotte

Reference: Alltel 8/2/68

Examination requested: Engineering

Remarks: - • . . ‘

A direct copy of the pertinent section of Q-397 has 
been made and will be retained in the Radio Engineering Section 
of the Laboratory for d period of six months prior to destruction. 
The copy is suitable/ for voice comparison purposes.

The analysis and comparison of voices for speaker 
identification is conducted to provide investigative guidance.

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
@ -Memphis (Info) (44-1987)

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE
PAGE (S) INFORMATION IN 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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0-9 (Re^. 5-22-6^)

F B I

Date: 8-14-68
Transmit the following in _____________________ :_______________________________________________________

(Type in.plaintext or code)

Via Airtel_________ '______________  _________ ;__________________________________________________
(Priority)

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Reurairtel 8-5-68 submi^ing palm prints of Jerry W. Ray 
FBI #862651A, and John Larry Ray, I #368725A. r -

Latent prints previously reported in this case not identical 
with the fingerprints and palm prints of Jerry W. Ray or John Larry Ray.

Submitted palm prints enclosed.

. -INDEXED.

-D..... .

Enc. (4)
A. I !

^nis

Sent Via M Per
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FD-302 (Ro*. 10-11-63)

I?,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF SNVESTIGATION

Dato June 12, 1968

On June 4, 1968 the items submitted to the EBI 
Laboratory for re-examination in connection with FBI Laboratory 
file PC-A5498 were mailed, registered, to the Memphis Division 
and following their receipt by the Memphis Division were 
returned to the custody of the office of the State Attorney 
General, Memphis, Tennessee, In addition, the items which 
had been obtained on May 31, 1968, from the State Attorney 
General's Office were also returned as one package. They 
are described as follows;

Laboratory Examination PC-A5530

Q78 - suit coat of MARTIN LUTHER KING (2 slides)

Q77 - necktie of MARTIN LUTHER KING

Q76 - shirt of MARTIN LUTHER KING (2 slides)

Laboratory Examination PC-A5694

Q206 - green sofa pillow

Q207 - bed sheet (5 slides)

Q208 - bed sheet

Laboratory Examination PC-A5498

QI - rifle box for Browning .243 Winchester 
caliber rifle, SN 4744Z5 (2 slides)

Q2 - .30-06 Stringfield caliber Remington 
"Gamemaster?’ slide action rifle, model 
760, SN 461476, with Redfield telescope 
sight, SN A17350, with clip

Q13 - large green and brown cloth (2 slides)

Q15 - zipper bag (4 slides)

O n 5/31/68 n( Memphis

hy SA THOMAS O, RONAN /acp

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
Hand its contents are not to be distributed.outside your agency.

I SERIAUZED^XZc1’1 ED ■-^ 

I AUG 2 11903 

I rai-EyMrdigt
of|tho FBI. II. 1S_ tho—(if

J and is loaned to your agency;

6/7/68
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ME 44-1987 
2

Q24 - "Gillette” travel kit purchased at Oliver 
Rexal store? Whitehaven, price $1.89, with 
razor, lotion shaving cream, deodorant, 
hair cream and razor blade in dispenser,

Q26 - white and yellow towel (2 slides)

Q29 - Q30 - pair of black socks

Q38 - hair brush (2 slides)

Q46 - safety razor, without blade

Mr. L. HUTCHINSON of the State Attorney General’s
Office receipted for the items and they were returned to the 
vault.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F0-3n2(Rov. 10-11-*3)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
f.

nntfl June 12, 1968

Slides containing hairs and fibers maintained 
as evidence in the custody pf the office of the State 
Attorney General, Memphis, Tennessee, were made available 
to SA THOMAS 0. RONAN. These hairs and fibers were 
extracted from items submitted to the FBI Laboratory 
in connection with the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., andyare described as follows:

M

Laboratory Examination PC-A5530

Q78 - suit coat of MARTIN LUTHER KING (2 slides)

Q77 - necktie of MARTIN LUTHER KING

Q76 - shirt of MARTIN LUTHER KING (2 slides

Laboratory Examination PC-A5694

Q206 - green sofa pillow

Q207 - bed sheet (5 slides)

Q208 - bed sheet

Laboratory Examination PC-A5498)

QI - rifle box for Browning .243 Winchester 
caliber rifle, SN 4744Z5 (2 slides)

Q2 - .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington 
"Gamemaster" slide action rifle, model 
760, SN 461476, with Redfield telescope 
sight, SN A17350, with clip

Q13 - large green and brown cloth (2 slides)
£

Q15 - zipper bag (4 slides)

Q24 - "Gillette" travel kit purchased at Oliver 
________Rexal store, Whitehaven, price $1.89, with 

razor, lotion shaving cream, deodorant, 
. hair cream and razor blade in dispenser.

on 5/31/68 nt Memphis, Tennessee File#. Memp_his 44-1987>t fe^-- //-i^^

by SA THOMAS O, RONAN
SERIALIZE

/acp ..____________ uDate dicta
AUU A. >■ IjuO

ed 6/3/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusi >ns of the~tFBTnt^ls~^tRenp^opi 

It and its contents are not Io be distributed outside your agency. I-A
th. FBI ond is loaned to your agency;
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ME 44-1987 
2

Q26 - white and yellow towel (2 slides)

Q29 - Q30 - pair of black socks

Q38 - hair brush (2 slides)

Q46 - safety razor, without blade

The items described under Laboratory Examination 
PC-A5498 were mailed by registered airmail special delivery 
to the FBI Laboratory, Washington, D. C,, on May 31, by 
SA THOMAS 0. RONAN.
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‘0^9 (Rev.. >5-2 2-64)

F B I

■ Date: 8-29-68
Transmit the following in

via Airtel_______
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

. MURKIN

Reurairtel 8-24-68, submitting fingerprints of Ruby 
Constance Wiggins and Rose Fratini for elimination purposes.

Latent fingerprints previously reported on William Len 
Hotel registration cards, Q349 and Q350, are not identical with 
fingerprints of Wiggins or Fratini.

Submitted prints enclosed.

Enc. (2)
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To: S^’^ Chicago (44-1114) ,
^?bl& (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

WIN

Be Chicago airtel 8/24/68, BuMttl®® sheet fro® 
rowing house Ledger, Q407, and registration card, Q408.

One latent fingerprint and tw latent pah prints 
developed on ^W, and ten latent fingerprints developed on 
Q408. Latent prints not identical fingerprints and palm prints 
of Jams Bari Bay, FBI f#5M2G,

Q407 and Q498, enclosed to Chicago,

lahMtey reporting separate, '

Ems. (2)
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