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Field Office File #: NO 157-10673 Bureav File #: 44--38861
Titles : JAMES EARL RAY;
I, O, # 4182, WF # 442-A
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
(Deceased) ~ VICTIM
Character: : CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT ~ ROBBERY
Synopals: Information received regdrding 1dent1txes of
22 New Orleans telephohe numbers, which were
called from Texas during period of 12/15 -17/67.
Subscribers identified and interviewed., Some
recall receiving calls from friends or relatives,
while others could not recall receiving calls.
All state JAMES EARL RAY is unknown to them,
- P -

This document contatns neither recommendationa nor conclusions of the FBI. - It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
yYour agency; it and its contents‘are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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On May 2, 1968, the Houston Office of the FBI provided
information that long distance teélephone ‘calls were placed to the
below listed New Orleans telephone. numbers .on the dates indicated,
These telephone calls were placed during the period December 15 - 17,

1967, from coin telephones located within the Housten Division on
Interstate Highway 10 and Route 90
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DATE .
-December
December

December

' Decenmber -

‘December
' December

. Decenmber

_Decenbgri

December

December
lbecembér'

Decemher

‘Decémbef
V'Décémber
December
' Déqember

December

17,

16,
15,

17,
15,

15,
17,
15,

16,
15,

15,
17,
16,

17,
16,
16,
17,

1967 -

1967

19671 B
1067
1967
1967 .
1967 .
11967j*'

1967

1967

1967

1967

1967 -

1967 -
1967

| 522.8495

524--0001

525-7582 -

721~2027

861-7067 - .
' 8é7é8469 ;
88840404
 888-7744
- 895-3872

.945g4302

,9é7v3471

-y

| 242.5062
- 242-8580
’:‘2és+ii73f

' 361-0465
ﬁ5A561;3374 ’
361.4360
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(,

Slster ERNSTINE explal

cannot recall who may have telgphonedithe school from Texas
during the month of December, 196 :

phene number and .she

,ed that one of m;ny salesmen,

with whom the school does busxness, may have called for an

appointment prior to his arriwv

“in New Orleans. This could

possibly be an- explanation for” the Texas call. Sister
ERNSTINE advised she could furnish ‘ho speciflc informatlon

regardlng the matter, A Vo

Slster ERNSTINE wasgs. wn photographs of the

subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom sh
seen at St. Paul's School.;;;xtr

o B

ould not identify as aﬁ&one

On . 5[;/58 ot N New Grle' ;

#._NO_157-10673

dievated . 5/9/68

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date 5/17/68 ° '

i

_ JOSEPH J,; HILTON 9318 Haynes Boulevard, self-employed
as a paint contractor, was contacted at his resxdence and advised
of the identity of the interviewing Agent,

He advised that he is the €ubscriber to telephome number
242~-8580, and the only telephone £all he could remember around
December 15 - 17, 1967, from Hodston, Texas, would be one his
wife received fr@m CECIL LEE

HILTON was exhibited various photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY, and upor viewing these  photographs, advised that RAY was
unknown to him,

On _ 5/10/68 . _New Orleahs, Louisiana pje4 _ NO 157-10673
.
by . SA WILLIAM E. BOE / 83€ " Date dictated . 5/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
- your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Def§

5/17/68

b

¥rs. FLORENCE HILTON, 9318 Haynes Boulevard, was located
at her place of employment, Schwegmann Brothers Gilant Supermarket,
5300 Gentilly Road, and advised of the identity of the int@rviewimg
Agent,

e only teleph@n@ call she received fr@m
Texas ddring the period: December 15 - 17, 1967, was from IRMA
1EE ife of CECIL LEE,” LEE had called to see if HILEON“S rela=
tives were g@?ﬁ@‘ﬁﬁ”T@ias relative to a local charge pendimg
against CECIL LEE, Her relatives did not go to Texas, and she
believed the LEES lives in the Houstomn, Texas area,

he advised that

Upon being shown variocus photographs of JA%ES EARL RAY,
HILTON advised that RAY was unknown to her,

5/10/68 Wew Orlesns, Louisisna __ , NO 157-10673
On at File # :

A K
by _SA WILLIAM E, BOE / IS pate dictated 5/ 13/68

This document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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f

' 5/10/68 o

Date
. ETHEL MADELINE Joms,bt(xn;rly Mrs. ETHEL
MITGHELL, 448 Milton, New Orleans, Loums;ana, furnished”
‘ ollowing 1nformat10n°

: f, Mrs° JONES has lived at her present residence for
approximately 13 years. She is theé subscriber to telephone
number 283-1173, in the name of Mrs. ETHEL MITCHELL.

Mrs, JONES regeived a telephone call from her
niece, BERTHA SELLERS, address unknown, Housten, Texas, on
" Decemb®T 15, 1967, . JONES® birthday. She stated BERTHA
SELLERS placed the telephene call from a pay telephone booth
in Houston, Texas, even though SELLERS has a ph@ne of her
own, because Mrs. SELLERS did not want to acquire a large
telephone bill which has happened so often in the past when
Mrs, SELLERS places long distance telephene calls from her
*  personal phcne° "

Mrs. JONES stated her nephew, LOULS SELLERS, 3024
Connecticut, Houston, Texas, would know the address of
BERTHA SELLERS° L

Mrso JONES stated she was not a member of any
racist or hate~typé group and was, in fact, a member of -
the Eastern Stars. Mrs. JONES stated she had seen ph@t@m-
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY in ghe. newspapers, ‘but knew

i%nothing about HAY outside of Wﬁ&@ she ‘had read in the
‘newspapers. L ,

' on_5/9/68 _, _New Orleans, louisiana oy, NO 15710673

. SA RONALD G. HINKIE - kat o . 5/10/68
by ___Date dictated ‘ -

This;docum‘e'igt contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loéﬁed to
your aggney; it.and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

s
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Date __5/10/68

~: a

o ALMA STEWART‘ 1207 Belleville, Algxers, phone 361-
_0465 was. questioped. concerning a.phone call.She received on.
Becamber 17, 1967, from Texas. -.She. stated She could not

rémember this partlculqr call as She received calls. from™
Houston.9 Test,a@uite regularly as she,had a fnlend,thexeo,.

She “advised ‘that this pergign was_ALBERT cmens;.
She stated she did.not'know hiS add¥ess as he Was a Scaman
cook and was. out at sea quit€ a bit of the time dnd called -
her .when he got ih. She’ ated 8he thgnght.he sailed on. the:
ship "American Trader.".” She stated that this is the-only
person she has received phone calls from in Texas. - _

e " STEWART. was ishown photagraphs of JAMES EARL: RAY P
‘but (advised she did not know him nox had she ever seen him '
before. . Ly
i
on 5/9/68 o _New Orleans, Louisiana gy, # NQ::?-‘-Z”I.-S’?’-@IOG?S.”-
SA's PHILIP L, PETLEY and i0
ROBERT POTHIER PLP/jpb - 5/10/68
by G ~ : Date dlctated -

This documant contqgins neither recommendations ner conclusions of the FBl. It {s the p'ropartv of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it uxgd its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date _5/10/68

LI

Y

LUCILLE S V{g;l Opelousas Street, Apartment B,
advised that in the past she ‘had received several phone calls
from H. LOVng NATE further advised that she met LOVRIC
at a party in New Orleans and that he presently lives in -
Orange, Texas, from where questioned calil came.

SENATE stated that she had gone out several times
with him but does not know his first name. SENATE further
statéd that LOVRIC is a seaman and may be reached ak this
addreSS°

H. LOVRIC, C/0_J. PASKRUWLA///
525 East 82nd Street, New
. York, New York 10028

SENATE was ShOWn varlous photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY with negatlve results.

SENATE stated that she believes she received a call
from LOVRIC on or about December ‘156, 1967. She advised that she
is the subscriber to telephone number 361-3374,

On

by

5/9/68 "o __ New Orleans, Louisiana File # _NO_157-10673

SA KEITH D. COY/jp ~ 11 5/10/68

Date dictated

This document céntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F’BI and is loaned to
your agency; it and 1ts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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i

Date .__5/13/68_.

JOYCE LYONS “GGI/;ast Marlin'Céurt, Gretna,

Loulslana,mﬁﬁgﬁg—ﬁﬁﬁgzr 361-4360, advised that the abozg/////

phone number is reglstered in the name -of J. A, LYONS

who is her husband. ' LYONS advised that her husband is-
currently employed by¢Br0wn and Root, Incorporated, Post
0ffice Box 3, Houston, Texas. LYONS stated that her hus--
band is employed in the pipeline:- departmentmand that the -z
company has a local office on Peters Road in Belle Chasse,
Louisiana. LYONS adv1sed that the address used by the
company in New Orleans is Post Office Bax 425, Harvey,
Louisiana. LYONS stated that her husband is employed as

a pipeline superintendent.

LYONS advised that her husband is currently on a
pipeline barge, Brown and Root, Incorporated Harge
number M211, located on the Gulf of Mexico. LYONS stated .
that this barge will be in the Gulf of Mexico for approxi-
mately two weeks and that this current Job was. begun on
-Wednesday, May 8, 1968.

LYONS recalled that from approximately December
15-17, 1967, her husband was out in the Gulf of Mexico on
Brown and_Root barge "Booth",

-LYONS stated that it was possible. that some
employee could have called her husband at' the above number
- sometime around that period of time. LYONS stated that
Brown and Root employs #any people who live in Texas.

LYONS stated that she was unable to recall
receiving any long distance telephone call from the
Houston area from a :

LYONS adyised that her husband®s mother,
Mrs. ETHA SCHADE,/lives in Houston, Texas, at 6318 Ridgeway.
LYONS Stated fhat SGHADE very rarely leaves her house and
would deflnltely notbe calling from a p&y phone, LYONS

On _5/10/68 ot Gretna Topisiana - - File # _NO 152.10673

12
by —SA DONALD P. MAIBERGER - jah ____Date dictated —5/13/68

This document cdntains nefther recommendations nor conclusions of the F‘BI It {s the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it und its ¢ontents are not to ba distributed outside your agency. .
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advised that both she and her.husband have no other relatives
in Houston, or the Houston, Texas, area.

- LYONS was shown Identification Order Number 4182
of JAMES EARL RAY and adv1sed that she did not recognize
this individual.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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* | Date 5/10/68

HILDA DeLosREYES ,/@ment 7, 1410 St. Andrews,
was contacted and furnished the following information:

She advised her telephone number is 522 8495, hOWw
ever, she advised that to the best of her knowledge she has
not received any long distance telephone calls from Texas
.during December, 1967, or at any other time. She advised she
has no relatives, friends or any other persons known to her to.
be residing in Texas. In addition, she advised that she is
. divorced from her husband and 11ves at her present address with-
her two sons, ages ten and eightee#l. Her oldest son is working
but she stated he also has no friends or relatives in the Texas
area. : :

She advised after viewing all dvailable photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY that such a person was®completely unknewn to
. her by either name or photograph. :

It ¥ noted during interview of HILDA DeLosREYES,
that she was of Cuban'extraction and spoke broken English.
The interview was conducted with some difficulty, although she
was emphatic in her denial of herself or anyone else ever
receiving any long distance telephone calls from Texas to her
present telephone number at any time.

on 5/10/68, _ New Orleans, Louisiana _ File # NO 157=10673

by SA KEVIN J. HARRIGAN :epk 14 Dote c,‘im,ed 5/10/68

This document cdntains nefther recommendations nor conclusjons of the FBI. It 18 the prOperty of the FBI und is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,  :
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Lot ¥

. Miss RUTH A, GEISBUHMR%S Ro;zal Street, Apartment 303,
New Orleansf“taiEphuué’SZZ;UUﬁif ‘advised she coulds 11

recelvjzgﬁa/telephone ¢all possibly in December; 1967 but

she thought probably it was November, 1967, from one SOLOMON
MOSES . #iss GEISBUHLER stated that Mr. MOSES was from
“Tel Aviv, Isarel, and that she had met him sometime. in the
previcus sSummer while on a shipboard cruise. .She stated
that she recalled Mr., MOSES was calling her from a telephone -

., booth in Houston and from the noise she heard in the background,
she thought that the telephone was 1ocated near  the docks in
Houston.-

Miss GEISBUHLER stated that she had never heard of -
JAMES EARL RAY prior to the recent publicity and the photographs
of him were unknown to her. She further related that Mr .MOSES
did not resemble RAY, o

" .o

On —_ 5/9/68 o ﬁﬁﬁsﬁwleans, louisiana File # x? 157-10673

15

by —Date dictated 5/10/68

‘This document céntains neithes recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI." It is the prcper{y of the FBI and is leaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsfde your agency.
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Date 5/10/ 88

1

Miss GAYE LYNN DROST, after being advised of the
identity of the wing Agents, was interviewed at her
residence, 1900 Perdad@,sApartment A~98.  She fufnished

" the following information°

Miss DROST atated that she was unaware.: @f any
telephone calls being made from Texas to her residence
telephone, telephone number 525-7532, from December 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967. Miss DROST did state ‘that her
roommates received telephone calls from Texas, buk that the

.. December, Miss DROST stated that DRENDA KENT," a roeimate; has
~a father who is a Lieutenant Colonel stationed i San Antonie,
Texas. She further advised that MYRTLE DOESCHER, another %
roommate, has a boyfriend whe is Wwith the NMerchmmt Marines \
and who was stationed in Galveston, Texas, before leaving |
for London, England \

Mlss DROST was shown various ph@tegraﬁhs of JAMES
EARL RAY, but upon vie‘wing thefsee @h@%mm@, &*"m@ stated that
RAY was umkm@wm te her. o sad B RPN .

- 5/9/68 New Orleans, louisiana gy, f NO 157=10673

R ,
: SAs GHRISTQPHER MAZZELLA and :
by THOMAS E, D Date dictated e 5/10/55

Thin document contains neither mccmmandatlons nor concluskms o! the FBI. It s the propany of the FBI and is louned to

. your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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' Date __5/10/68.

1

: Miss MYRTLE MAE DOESCHER. ‘4@ being advised of
the identity of the Interviewing agents, was interviewed at
her residence, 1900 Perdido, Apartment A-98, and furnished

- the follewing information:

Miss DOESCHER advised/that her residence telephone
number is 525-7532, but that phis number is subscribed to :Hy#sne
of her roommates,_ GAYE DROST,, Miss DOESCHER advised that she
was unaware of any telephone calls being made from Texas to
her telephone number in New Orleans from December 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967. She stated, however, that zhe
remembers her bo friend telepheoning her from 2 pay telephone
in Galveston, xas, on either December 6, or December 7,

-1967. She ad¥ised that her boy friend‘s name is WARREN MAC

. QUARRIE R, and that he is a Second Mate on the ship 0Id Iouise

- Lykes. She stated that when WARREN telephomned, his ship was
located in Galveston, Texas. Miss DOESCHER noted that WARREN

‘was en route for London, England, and was due to arrive on

either May 9, 1968, or May 10, 1968..

Miss DOESCHER was displayed various photographs ef
JAMES EARL RAY, but upon viewing these. pi 3
mm: RAY BRSO o e

w@wwf@m— = -«wﬁ“‘@éﬁw&% R Y S S o

on 5/9/68 , _ New Orleans, louisiana g 4 NO 157-10673

. SAs CHRISTOPHER MAZZELLA and
by 'I‘HOMAS E, DUHADWAY CMsmak :17 - Date dictated 5/10/68

This document containa neither recommendations nor conclunlona of the FBI. It 48 the property of the FBI dnd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstribntod outside your agency., .
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fr=t

Miss DRENDA -SUE KENT; . After being advised of the
identity of the inteérviewing Agents, was interviewed at her
home address, 1900 Perdido, Apariment A~98 She furnished
the following information: ‘

Miss KENT advised that her home telephone number is
525~7532, but that this number is subscribed to by one of her
roommates GAYE DROST.

Miss KENT stated that she was unaware of any tele-
rhone calls being made from Texas from De'ember 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967. -

Miss KENT did state, however, that her father,
Lieutenant Colonel BURNARD B, KENT,/ 42 Main Circle, Randolph
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, telephone numbér 512-~0L
24191, called her from Texas sometime around Thanksgiving.
Miss KENT advised that this was the 1ast telephone call from
Texas that she could recall.,

Miss KENT was displayed various photographs of |
JAMES EARL RAY, znd upén viewink these phe*agraphs, she ~

‘2dvised that RAY was unkmown to her, . e TR
On .5/9/68 ot _ New Orleans,-Louisianam~F“,# N¢.?5?T;0673_.r
SAs canxsmpmm MAZZELLA 2nd. - yg ' _
by QMA M.ax Dute' dictated

This document céntaine neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Itis the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed gutside your cqency
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C S, 3009 Huntsville Road, Kenner,
e advxsed he 5 presently ‘émployedias..a. -painter’ at the Henry<
... Lamia Company. He stated: that_he previously had telephpne
» number 721-2027, which was: disconnected January, 1968. He
; stated that to the- best of his memory- he: p;o _bly received
a, long-distance call ‘from. the Houston, ‘Texas area in December,
- 1967 from his twin, brother, . /He stated that
his twin brothbr left New- Or;eans, before ehrlstmas, ‘1967,
~ and called several times from Bridge City, Texas, where
" he presently resides, .Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY ‘were
not identified by SNIPES nor. has he eVer heard ‘of JAMES
EARL' RAY or CHARLES STEIN. Com

“e

O 5/10/68 ot . __ File # _NO 157-10673
by SA DELBERT W FARN:kbm . Dote dictoted 5/10/68

‘This. document coéntaing neither reeominondmlons ;xor coﬁcluulona of eho. F'Bfa 1t 4s the property of the FBiI and is loaned to
yous: agency; it and ltp contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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. Date . 5/21/68

Vé;f: student Tulane University,

was interviewed at hlshre81dence, 1809 St. Charles Avenue,
Apartmenzyf;f/QONEWAY stated-that-his home address is 1718

=

Bayrum Stre Houston, Texas where his mother, Mrs. WAYNE S.
CONEWAY, jyesides.

CONEWAY advised that ¢firing the Fall Term of the
1967-68 school year, he lived An an apartment at 1800 Pine
Street, with SAYERS BRENNE Who is also from Houston, Texas.

» CONEWAY stated he left New Orleans for Houston on
December 17, 1967, for Christmas vacation. CONEWAY advised
~he had not recelved any long distance calls from Texas during

the period from December 15 tg 17, 1967.

: CONEWAY advisedthat his roommate, SAYERS BRENNER,
received a long distance/telephone call from his, BRENNER's,
father, MILTON BRENNERY of Houston, Texas. CONEWAY stated
he thought this call was on December 15, 1967, and that
arrangements were made for BRENNER's father to pick BRENNER
up on December 16, 1967, in New Orleans.

CONEWAY reviewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and stated that this individual was unknown to him.

‘ CONEWAY advised that he is the subscriber to
telephone number 861.7067,

On 5/16/68 __New Orleans, Louisiana  File#____NO 157-10673

by SA WILLIAM B. WOOD -epk 20 Date dictated __5/17/68

Thla documani céntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the property of the FBI cnd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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x

i

- DONALD EDWARD JOHNSGN~£” enad Drive," advised that he
is the subScriber to Ne telephone number 887-8469.

Mr., JOHNSON informed that he could not specifically
recall receiving a long distance telephone call at his residence
on December 17, 1967, from the general area of Houston, Texas.

He stated fhaf in the pist hé*has'réceived many long

distance teléphone calls at his residence in connection with
kis employment. He advised that he is a salesman for Clark
Brothers. . S . —

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he advised
that RAY was unknown to him. He stated that he had observed
photographs of RAY in local newspapers as a suspect in the shooting
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, ,

on 5/9/68 . Metairie, Louigiana - -;—i_i-»f'fillé# NO_157-10673
S

by SA STEPHEN M, CALLENDER  / njo B;;e'd;c',,,,d 5/13/68

This document contains neither recommeuduuons nor concluuon; of ’the Pal. i i the property of the FBI and is loaned to .
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outl;de your cqencv. :
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" Date .___5/17/68

jrs

Mrs. JOAN L. ROD,/1604 Dav;d Dr:lve, Metairie, Louisiana,
furnished the following in ormation'*;f *_ ;_

She and her husband RICHARD ROD and their four children
have resided at 1604 David Drive for approximately ten years and
they ‘presently have a telephone with pumber 888-0404. The telephone
is listed in her husband's name and the telephone bill is made out
in her name because she had previously heen employed by/Southern
Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company. Her husband 1?/6;ployed as
a diesel engine mechanic for. Gerhardt‘s Ig“orporated 819 Central
Avenue, New Orleans, Louisian{ L L ’

~ She advised she " ‘cannot recall receiving a telephone ‘
call from Houston, Texas, or from that area during December 15
through 17, :1967.  Neither she nor her husband have any relatives,
friends, or acquaintances ‘'who were living in Texas during December,
~ 1967, nor does she know of anyone whe passed throush that area and
called them in December, 1967 PR L

" She further advised that enly her family uses the telephone
and no one else received a call on. theéir telephone in December,
1967. Her husband sometimes receives business calls on their home
telephone, and possibly he received a- telephone call from that area.

on_ 5/9/68 __ a metgirig.. Louis: av{;';,{-‘".‘.:fi Fxle# m_,.lﬁ; 157-10673

by __SA STEPHEN M, CALLENDE__ /_"njc.. pate d,ctated_m:s&&____;
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i

‘RICHARD RODVg:s interviewed at his place of employment,
Gerhardt s Incorporated;” 819 Central Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana,
and furnished the following information: .

He is employed 2s a diesel mechanlc and he and his wife
JOAN have resided at 1604 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana, for
approximately ten years. Their telephone number is 888-0404,

He advised that his wife had called him on the telephone
just before the Agent arrived and informed him of the questlans
asked her. He advised that he cannot recall receiving a telephone
call from either Houston, Texas, or that immediate area during
December 15 through 17, 1967. He does not have any friends;, relatives
or acguaintances who were in, or passed through that area during
December, 1967,

He further advised that from time to time he receives
business calls from customers at his home and therefore, he has.
tried to recall if he received a teephone call from z customer
in Texas during the December 15 through 17, 1967, period and he
just cannot recall receiving such a call. He has the officge
personnel checking their December, 1967, job orders for anmy calls
conming from the Houston, Texas area, but so far, no job orders
have been located coming from that area,

0n5/9/68 ot New Orleans, Louisiana  piou NO 157-10673

by SAA ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN _ / %3 aje o o . 5/13/68
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Mr., ROD was shown,photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
after reviewing same; he advised that-he has never seen this
individual. ‘ : e _

He further commented thaf he would discuss this matter

‘with his wife and try to further recall if they received such

a call and he would continue to have his office check their
records for such a call and advise the interviewing Agent.

At a later time on May 9, 1968, Mr. ROD telephonically
contacted the interviewing Agent and advised that a search of
their office records failed to reflect that he received a tele-
phone call from the Houston, Texas areia during the period
December 15 through 17, 1967. :

23 §
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was coqducted by
SAA ROBERT LOUIS' WERTMAN at Meta1r1e, 2;3}51ana°
1

On May 12, 1968 RICHARD ROD 604 David
Drive, telephonically adv1§"d‘fhat ‘he and his wife had been
discussing the possipility of receiving a telephone call
from the Houston, Texas area between December 15-17, 1967
and dete;;}ned that possibly one: of their baby51tters

 had receiyed such a telephone call at their home. 1In
contactl e ohe of five of their babysitters, Mrs. THOMAS
WEST, who was babysitting for ' them on Deceﬁﬁ?fTT@"—T§E7j
advised that her then fiance, THOMAS WEST was in Pasadena,
- Texas near Houston, Texas on the weékend, of Decgmber 15.17,
1967 and her fiance contacted her: by telephone at the
ROD residence. Mr. ROD stated that Mr. and Mrs. WEST
now reside at 3631° St Rene Street Metairie, LOuisia;i)//

On May 13 1968, Mrs. VIRGINIA PEQUENO WEST
3631 St. Rene- telephon1ca11y advIEEH_TEET_Eﬁé_ﬁ‘H"?EEeiVéd
" a telephone call on December 16, 1967 while babysitting
cat the ROD residence and this telephone call-was’ received
_from her husband, THOMAS W, WEST, who was in Pasadena, ngaso
She stated that her husband is presently émployed at
Baroid, 1738, Peters Road, Harvey, Louisiana.

'\n‘g
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Date ___5/14/68

wl St. Rene Street, Metairie,
Louisiana, was contacted at his place of employment
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, at wh1ch tlme he furnlshed the
folloW1ng information: e

In 1960, he was 1nvolved in. an ‘automobile, acc1dent
in Jamestowu, Louisxana and received severe head 1n3ur1es
and since that time. he has been under medical treatment
at the Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas. He stated

“that since residing in New Orleans he has traveled to
Houston, Texas on the weekends for medical treatment

in that since the- accxdent he has been bothered W1th severe’
headaches.

. . During the weekend of December 15-17, 196% ?///{
he telephonlcally contacted his fiance, gIRGIQIA PEQUENO
who he -is presently married to, at the RICHARD ROD
re51dence, 1604 Davis Drive, Metairie, Loulsmna° He
recalls .that. he first attempted to contact his fiance at -
her home without success$ and he then ‘called His' ‘fiance’'s
51ster, who is the neighbor of ‘RICHARD ROD and his
fiance's sister said that VIRGINIA - 'was babysitting at -
the ROD res1dence° -He' then placed a ‘long distancé call .

_to his fiance at tHe ROD residence. This telephone call
was made from one’ of two telephone booths 'in Pasadena, ---
Texas, one of .which is located at a Seven - Eleven Grocery

’ ap rox1mate1y 8 or 9 miles away from Route I1-10 im

e GER Bi-a telephone booth at a cut rate Service

~statlon in Pasadena, Texas. He: ‘stated that the_ Seven -

Eleven Grocery: 'Store is located on the corner of South

Shaver and Paullqe in Pasadena, Texas and the cut rate

service station is located.on South Shaver between the

Seven ~ Elevéen Groce;y Store and Pasadeha, Te¢xas. ' He

stated that during the weekend he .made the telephone

call to his flance1 he was res1d1ng with frlends at

712 Trimm Street Pasadena Texas .

- - WEST was’ shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and after reyleW1ng same stated that he does not’ know
this individual nox’ ha's he ‘ever seen this 1nd1v1dua1
He "did comment that he recalls reading about this 1ndividua1
in the newspaper, however, he has never seen this individual

in.or around the telephone booths in Pasadena Texas

‘On ___5/13/68 . o __ Harvey. Louisiana File # . NO_157-10673
by SAA_ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN _ 25 /jme oo o .  5/14/68
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Mr. WEST advised . that.he.was born‘
in. Sweetwater Alabama and he is presently employed. das a
.district mechanlc for Bariod. He requested that his employer
not be told the reason he was being contacted 'in this"
matter, inasmuch as he has lost several jobs in the past
three years due to his physical condltlon in that he
blacks out due to severe headaches. - He also requested .that
his employer not be adv1sed regarding his treatment for -
this illness at the Methodlst Hospital in Houston, Texas.

26
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Date 5/13/68 C

15

he is the &0 eans telephone number 888-7 . He N
advised that friends of thelrs,Hg&g§§~§£Q~QQEQZEX_§EéEgg§q moved from
New Orleans to Houston, Texas, in Decémber, 1967, shortly before
Christmas. The BLALOCKs advised that they would call Mr. and Mrs.
'HALL as soon as they arrived safely in Texas. Mr., HALL stated that
the BLALOCKs called them from the vicinity of Port Arthur, Texas, on
the Sunday before Christmas, December 17, 1967, to advise them that
they had arrived safely in Texas and had moved to Houston. Mr.

HALL added that he believes this call was made from a pay phomne and
was of short duration because the PLALOCKs were still on the road.
Mr. HALL commented that he and his wife were concerned because

the BLALOCKS were pulling a house traller.

VALTON C. HALL, JR, 5911 Airline Highway, adv1ii24£hat
7

Mr, HALL :Eurm.shed the following address for. JAMES and
DOROTHY BLALOCK:

4922 Griggs Road,
Houston, Texas

77021 '

Telephone number 748~2902
Area Code 713

Mr. HALL added that JAMES BLALOCK is an employee of
Texas Automatic Sprinkler Company in Houston, Texas.

- HALL viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised
that the face looked familiar because he has seen photographs of RAY
either in the newspapers or on television; however, JAMES EARL RAY
was unknown to him. HALL commented that he knows of no one u51ng
the names of ERIC STARVO GALT, W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWMYER,
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O'CONNER JAMES WALTON JOHN WiLLARD or'
JAMES EARL RAY

. on _5/10/68 at _ New Orleans, Louisiana . pie # NO 157-10673
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Date 5/13/68

-

Mrs. ETHELL R:- JACKSONG:
Street, furnlshe “the 1o ;umlng

AMegro female, 2989 Lasalle
agformatlonf

) Mrs. JACKSON. advised. that she is the subscriber
to telephone number H95-3872; however, she does not recall
receiving a long.distance telephone call from the State of
Texas during the month of December, 1967. Mrs. JACKSON
stated that to the best of her knowledge, she has no rela-
tives or friemds residing.in.the State of Texas and could..
not imagine who possibly.may have called her from this
.destination. She advised, however, that it was possibile.
one of her relatives may have called and not .indicated the
place where they were.calling from. She.indicated that she
could not furnish any. specxflc 1nformat10n regarding this
telephone call :

g

" ' ‘Mrs. JACKSON was shown_several photographs of
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify
as anyone whom she has seen,

On 5/11/68 at __File #_NO 157-10673

by . SA PA —gan 28 Dete dictated _5/13/68
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fot

Mrs. IVAN SKOGLUNDJPJU ! tAble Street, New
Orleans, Loutﬁiﬁﬁﬁj"EEFIEEH"fﬁat she has: telephone number 945-4302.

Mrs. SKOGIYND stated that her ‘husban
a patient in a mental hospital in Fort. Worth,”
receives numerous calls from RICHARD. anun;
the well~being of her husband:

IVAN is presently
exas, and that she
erﬂnephew, concerning

¥rs. sxo%wnn advised tha.t ‘to the best of her K wiedge,

traveling fron Californ:a to New Orleans or the C T s mas holidays.,
She stated she can recall receiving a telephone call from MILTON some-
time during the month of December, 1967, and that during this

short conversation, MILTON had adviSQd her that he would be in New
Orleans shortly.

Mrs, SKOGLUND stated that to her knowledge, MILTON has

never been in trouble with the law and is considered-ﬁ&highlv
respeetad individual,

She stated that she is enplo ed by the United States
Coast Guard, Gateway .Building, Marine gnspection Office, as a
Supervisory Clerk in Licensing and Certification. She stated that she
has been so employed by the Coast Guard - for tgp lagt 27 years,

M@&w SK@@LHND stated that she.. has conducted pumerous
name checks for the FBI since the assassination of Doctor KING
in reference to GALT, LOWMYER and RAY, . She added that she is
familiar with photegraphs of RAY, having seen these photographs
in various. newgpapers and. magazines.}.‘Shevgdded that JAMES EARL
RAY is unknown to her. P T S : o

New Orleans, Loulsiani _NO_157-10673

On __B3/10/68

at

by SA JAB:ES D, HILL : 5/13/68

dictated
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Dth § 10/58

“afiter being mads aware of ThHe official. Ty ©
Viewing Ageht., iilu:n.’t.shec}r the” :tol, oW ng'inf.ormation. s

e -

S Hise residence telephc ,__unber 18 947-3471, at the
. "above address, which: is’ occupied "By PREISS and his wife.
... -PREISS Said:that he is unable’ tQ : ) T
' received on: his.residence ‘telephone.du :Lng ‘the’ period Decem,
- .ber 15-17,-1967,. He. said .that he knows of noirelatives or:
‘acqua‘.i.nbancasmho might hive' beén /eling ‘in.Texas during
‘the pertinent period.and who:may have telephoned PREISS' “home,
He can récall. absolutely nothi.ng .reg digg .any?, telephone call .

- td his hmne,= e

% 7 DREISS mentioned that his wi:Ee s presently visiting ’
relatives An Kentwood;: Louisiana, . aid.that it is remotely -
possihle that she. ;may. have’ ‘received 3:in December . but He
is. certain that she would‘have ment d’ it to ’him,. and he. can
. remember no -telephone. call- during December which. his wife!. = .
- spoke of recej.ving.. ‘He sgid that ;his, wife plans to retf*urn 1:0 v
New Orleans in. about ten daysr IR L

PBEISS sa;l.d that he has; tWO, '._{elatives who. live, inz
ﬁ : eithey 'of them:may ‘have tele-

RE, o’ tHe. call was: made.during. the

; on' .PREISS - recal!as s.nch :ca,ll from: either . ,

~ relative, hoyever. He identifiséd/th Xas -

: wifefs ‘brot er, BOY E. MC DAﬁIEIa;.‘

. advised that . E}he had préviously
" héewspaper,. bu% the fac# does not
,him apd he.has ‘never: seen the,;.-*ma

photps of:. RAY in ‘the -
pear -v all familiar té
, RAY's ‘hame ‘and "all.

:::'__’ Fule # NO 157-10673

5/9/68 o New Orleans Louisiana

. SA WILLIAM R.' mmpn RN v 5/9/68

by SR ', Dcto dlcteted
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He indicated. that in March of 1968 he became seventy years

old, and he is presently retiréd and living on Social Séecu-

Pity." PREISS Said that he .is a native of Bavaria, Germany,

and. caite o the United States in 1922. PREISS further said

that, while hé had learned of the death’ af.MARTIN LUTHER

- KING, JR., from news sourges, he paid very . Aittle: attention’
to tﬁe matter or indeed- to. .any current events, preferrxng to
spend his time working on . his hobby "of. horticulture. It was
noted that .a large varlety -of unusual plants were growing on
/PREISS* property

s
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On May 9, 1968, information was received from the
Houston Office of the FBI that it had been determined that
long distance telephone calls had been placed from coin
telephones in the Beaumont, Texas area on December 16, 1967,
to the following New Orleans telephone numbers:
282-6540

809-4323.

32
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" Date . 5/13/68

=

--~- Mrs. MARION LARKINS,”¥e
Street, furnis € 1o

female, 5818 Lafaye
[Towing. 1nformatlon'

‘She is the subscriber of . telephone number 282~6540,
but does not recollect receiving a long distance telephone
call from tihe State of Texas during the month- of December,
1967. Shg“advised that she does ha¥® a niece, Miss PATRICIA
CONDQLLy  who ' resides.in Houston, Texas, but does not reca
receiving a telephone call from Miss CONDOLL. Mrs. LARKINS
further advised that her niece has subsequently been married
and she has no knowledge of hér marriage name or present
address.

S Mrs, LARKINS was shown several photographs of the .
subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify as any-
one she ‘has known or seen. .She advised she could furnish

no specific information regarding the long distance telephone
call,

On 5/11/68 mikmﬁimmu*dnmuuua__~ﬁh#S&JSLémLV

’ 33 ,
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May 14, 1968

[

Date

_GUY L. WILLIAMS '5373 Magaz:me Street, New Orleans,
Louisiana, advised that‘fé' umber 899-4323 is llsted '
under his mother®s name’,.

1964. He said he llveyngith. half brother,
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS o is 56 years old.

‘ He said that he does not recall receiving a
telephone call from Beaumont, Texas, on December 16, 1967.
He said, however, that his brother is a seaman and may have
called hlm from Beaumont, Texas: “He said:that
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS is currently en-route to Saigon,
Vietnam, on board the™esleyan- Vlctorﬁ,“ a Gulf South
American Lines vessel-out of New Orlegns and Beaumont,

- .Texas, or some Grace Lines ship.

, ‘He was exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and
he- stated that RAY is unknown to him, except that he has
" seen his picture in the newspapers. =

./v

on __5/13/68% 4 2 File# __ NO 157-10673
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On May 7, 1968, information was received from the
San Antonio Office of the FBI that it had been determined
that the following long distance telephone calls had been
made from coin telephones located at or near San Antonio,
Texas, to the following listed telephone numbers at New Orleamns,
Louisiana, on the dates indicated:

Telephone Number Date

834-0436 December 17, 1967

895-9029 - December 16, 1967

943-9109 December 15, 1967.
35
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* Date 5/13/68

Tt - 7 Mrs, IRMA BLANCHARD 3838 Airline H:Lghwa.y, Apa.rt-»
ment 2, adviséd:; SHeTis. th,e.., subscriber of. telaphgne
number 834-0436 but does not specifically. recall receiwving. .
a long distance: teleph.one call from the State of Texas.
during the: peiiod. Becember 15-17, 1967. Mrs.. BLANCHARD. .
adviged, howeter, that she does. te ephgnically -ccmmuni"cata .

- with™ thé Reverend MN BILLIMEK f San Antonio, Texas.. '
She advised..that .Reverend BILLIMEK is.a.. Redemptefiist... . .. .
missionary priest who. travels. throughout the. State .of. Tﬁxa&
and very. possibly called her on this particular occasion.. . bl
She ‘advised that this.is‘the only individual whom she o
knows in. tha Stai:e. of. Texas who.. wuuld_..p,uks;h]y contact her. .

of Reverend. BiLLIMﬂK’ S.. .po.sa.m,o,n,“ she- dld_ mt; pa.rtmularly
care ta.get him . involved in this matter and . as. such,. declined..
to furnish Reverend BILLIMEK!s .address:.other than. Statlng
that hjs.residence is locafed at a Redempwrﬁst parish in’

San Antcm.m, Texa.&.-. e _

-+~ Mrs. BLANCHARD was. shown. sexzex:a.l phoi:ogra.phs of
the ‘subject, "JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not 1éent1§y
as anyone she may have met or prev1ously seen,

!
1

On _5#1#68—af_Mﬂa.m.e.g._Lonula.na_——Fule# NO 157-10673

by SA PATRICK J. DENTE - jah 36 Date a,cmea -~ 5/13/68
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Date _May 10, 1968 -

Misg FAY JOHNSOE/ggz//;ntacted at 3003 Toledano
Street, Apartmefit 211 where dvised that she resides
with Miss B pfid Miss YVETTE SoucYy. .

JOHNSON adv1sed that thelr telephone number at
the apartment is 895-9029.

- JOHNSON was questioned concerning any telephone
calls received at the apartment from December 15 to December
17, 1967 from anywhere in Texas. She advised that a mutual
friend of theirs who is in the U.S. Air Force and was -
stationed somewhere near San Antonio, Texas during that period
has .called the apartment on numerous occasions and that she,

- feels fairly certain that he called shortly before Christ as,
1967. She said that she could not be certain that the
was between December 15 to 17, but” that it was near those

dates, She adv1sed his’ name 1s GERARD DARENSBOURG .

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY also has*a‘rriend
in Houston, Texas and that individual occasionally calls the
apartment, but she does not know this person's name and
coura not say he called during. the above period.

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY is in Lafayetteg
Louisiana and will not return until May 13, 1968.

JOHNSON was shown varibns photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY at which time she advised that she did not know this
person although she was aware that he was being sought for
the murder of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,

on__ 5/10/68 _  New Orleans, Louisiana File # NO 157-10673
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Date __MQ.J.%L__,_

’ )

Miss YVETTE SOUCY-4was c:ontacted at the Katz and
Béﬁ%&eff Drug Stgre, Na‘p' oleon Avenue.-and St. Charles Street,
where she adviséd she is employed.  She stated that she:lives
at 3003 Tfele 5 Apartment 21]. -and’ has telephone hamber
895+9029,"

S

‘ 6

although zer roommates, Miss ] : Miss,gmm;_,
have friends in {; as: and the‘ sometimes rece:.ve

R"‘t ARt

Ww §0UCY was shown various photographs of JM ES, EARL

RAY i)étawh;x.cp time she advised that .she did not know, ! iu‘x

ecegnlzed his as -the. man'béi‘gg sought for thei's
KING’ o N

buf,
OF DR

o

On 5/10/68 New Orleans, Lou:.s»iana F.l,# NO 157 10673
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e

. pate____5/13/68 ' °

“Miss ‘BEVERLY' GUIDRY,'was contacted ‘at 3003
o A = ch time she advzsed

GUIDRY advis ed _t/hat she has one’ " friend in
Houston, Texas, with whem she communicates: but that
‘at best she can recal)X she generall ~t-e1ephones this
individual in Houstofi. - She- advised _ha.t person 'S name
is LILLY THIBEAUX 5016 Blossom. .

Mlss GUIDRY was shown var, ous photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY at which time she advised she recalls seeing
RAY'S photograph in a newspaper but that she was not
familiar with RAY and had never re '__ved a call from

him. 3
. on___5/13/68 . New Orleans, Louisia :e:;fno‘ 157-10673 _
by SA PAUL C. HENSEL/ac .39 5/13/68

This Jocument contains nelther recommendations nor concluslons of Fhe FE

e property of the FBI and is loaned to
. Your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstnbuted outsme Lo :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_ FD-302 (Rev. 1-28§0) .EDERALaBURE-AUfOFINVEST'IGATI.-Z

‘ :& A ‘i , -A Dc'. i 5/10/68

1
T Mrs. RUSSELL FARLEY #4816} North Prieur Stre ‘t
advised he ™ téié?ﬁaﬁé—ﬂumbéf‘f§‘943-9109 and she has . ad

this teleph dne since an unrecalled date in 1964.

Mrs. FARLEY advised that .she cannot recall receiving
a telephone call from anyone in the State of. Texas between

December 15 .and December 17, '1967. Mrs. ,
did receive this call, the only person ;

'ARLEY stated if she
at would call her

from Texas is her som, RUSSELL FARLEY /JR., who is currently
enrolled in the Job Corps and 1is stay1ng at the Job Corps‘

Training Center at San Marcos, Texas.

Mrs. FARLEY
Mr. T, J. GIZELBACH,
Gary Job Corps Tra

vised her son eah be reached throﬁgh
(rea Magager, Texas Educational Foun@ation,
1ng Center, Box 1108, ‘San Marcos, Texas°

- Mrs. FARLEY, a Negro, was shown photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY and she advised that she has never seen this individual

and knows nothing about the individual.

Mrs. FARLEY. further advised that if her som RUSSELL

FARLEY, JR., did :Z
would have made th;

A"Fdct telephone her in December of 1967, he
fhtelephone call from a pay telephone booth

as he w@ﬁl@&got hawa'been permitted to use any of the telephoneb
at the'Job Corps Tralning Center to make a personal long !

distanee telephone call. i
.\s
. o 1

A

5/9/68

On ot New Orleans, Louisianani Fﬂq# .~ NO 157=-10673 .
SAs THOMAS E. DUHADWAY and 40“' ]
by CKRISTOPHER MAZZTELLA TED ;mak Dote dlctoted 5/10/68

- . This document cdntains neither recommeondations nor conclusions of the F‘BI It 45 the ptopetty of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outude your. aqeacy
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