
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-6-5}

■ ■ FBI ,

Da,e: 5/10/68 I

Transmit the following in______________________ _____________________
■ (Type in plaintext or code)

Via______ AIRTED.___________________ AZR-.MAIL__________________ 
(P riority)

TO: DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38361)

FROM:'' SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Kansas City airtel to Bureau dated .5/8/68.

Referenced airtel names seven former inmates of 
the Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP) who should be contacted 
to ascertain if they can furnish any information concerning 
subject RAY. Enclosed with referenced airtel is additional 
background data obtained from MSP records on 5/6/68, regarding 
these seven former inmates. A revM^w of this.-data indicated 
logical inquiry to locate these individuals should begin with 
contact of closest relatives an^/or residences in other field 
Office territories as follows/

MICHAEL KEY CLARu is indicated as shaving a girl I 
friend, ELiTABETTTT^^ residing at 1/1 EHwell, Milipitas'
California. Also it is stated that CLARK/indicated he would 
be employed by BUD RAU, 445 Laurel Avenue, Hayword, California.

Regarding JIMMIE LEE HILL/the MSP records show 
that on 3/5/5o5 HILL was iheareefatAdoat../rth Soledad, 
California. /

Regarding JOHN RAY LESTER, he stated he v.’ould live 
at 19250 Hickory, El Verano, Californ/, and his mother is 
listed as EUNA K. LESTER, 111 Napa Street, Sonoma, California.

the
San Francisco should attempt 

above individuals.

Bureau

2 - Los Angeles

SEARCHED______ JNDFXFn XSEARCHED.

MAY 1 3 1968
FBI —MEMPHIS
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LA 44-157^

GALEJ^^ the following
relatives, thTT'TelsrHTngr-^^ of Illinois:

Mother MARVEL FISHER
31 85th Street 
Aurora, Illinois

Sister CAROL SMITH
272 Beach Street 
Aurora, Illinois

Sister SHIRLEY FOREMAN
RED 1 Box 107 
Plainfield, Illinois

The Chicago Division should attempt to locate 
FISHER.

The Los Angeles Division will insitutS. invest! 
tion to locate the remaining three former inmates.

For information of Chicago and San Francisco 
a copy of referenced airtel v?ith enclosure are attached.
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FBI MEMPHIS

AFBI ST LOUIS

850PM LRGENT 5-13-68 JLS

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN - SUMMARY

RE RAY RELATIVES COVERED BY SL: SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS DISCLOSED 

NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY. /

RE JAMES EUGENE GAWRON: /WILL BE INTERVIEWED ON RECEIPT OF RE­

QUESTED BUREAU CHECK OF SOUTHERN STATE BANK ROBBERIES LATE JUNE JULY 

SIXTY SEVEN. WILL ALSO BE QUESTIONED RE ALLEGED PRESENCE OF RAY 

IN VICINITY OF GAWRON RESIDENCE MAy TENTH TO SEVENTEENTH S/XTYSEVEN.

RE EX-CONS J OHN PAUL VELANTI/AND JAMES H. C ARPENTETMhVING EVERY 

APPEARANCE OF COOPERATION. SOME DISCRETION REQUIRED IN CONTACTING 

THEM TO AVOID UNNECESSARY INJURY TO THEM IN EMPLOYMENT OR AMONG PEERS. 

VELANTI HAS DISCOVERED ANOTHER EX CON WHO HAS DECLINED TO DATE TO 

ALLOW REVELATION OF HIS IDENTITY TO BUREAU, BUT WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE 

BRIEFLY SEEN RAY IN SL TWO WEEKS FOLLOWING MSP ESCAPE. CARPENTER 

ALLEGES RAY WALKED OUT OF MSP WITH VISITORS, NOT IN BREAD BOX.

RE JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY: /CASEY ADVISED PURSUANT TO BUREAU DIR­

ECTION. WAS THANKED FOR HIS CONCERN FOR BURAU INTEREST. SL WILL 

FOLLOW ACTION ON RAY MOTION.

GREATER SL CLEANER - LAUNDERERS CIRCULARIZED, LOCAL LOOK ALIKES 

BEING RESOLVED. SL INITIAL REPORT IN MAIL.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

JNUtAtt 

.FILED.....

FBI MEMPHIS
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI KAN CITY

920 AM URGENT 5/14/68 KSW

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS 44-1987, ST. LOUIS

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 IP

MURK IN .

RECORDS, MISSOUR/STATe/pENITENTIARY (MSP) REVEALED THAT 

MELVIN 0. GRIDLEY,/COWBOY/ MSP NO. ZERO TWO FLA/e ZERO THREE, WAS 

TRANSFERRED TO MOBERLY, MO/, ON JULY TEN, LAST. THESE RECORDS 

FURTHER REVEALED THAT MILTON ZAVALCOFSKI, BOSTON NO. ZERO ONE 

SIX FIVE, ALSO IS AT MOBERLY, MO.

CHESTER SPRATT,/NO. ZERO FOUR TWO FIVE EIGHT, INMATE IN 

CELL NO. J ONE EIGHT SEVEN, WAS DISCHARGED ON JUNE SIX, LAST, AT 

WHICH TIME HE WENT TO WORK ON A FARM OWNED BY GERTRUDE SPURGEON, 

EMINENCE, MO.

ST. LOUIS OFFICE INTERVIEW ABOVE THREE INDIVIDUALS FOR ANY 

INFO THEY MAY HAVE RE SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P

END

SAB

FBI MEMPHIS
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FD-36 (p/v. 5-22-64}

F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the foilowing in PLAINTEXT
Z7*Azrxz> »fl(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(P riority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL)
SAC, ALBANY 
SAC, KANSAS

SAC, SPRINGFIELD/(44-561)

MURKIN

WALTER TERRY RIf/RE INTERVIEWED. JOHN DAVID DA IUNKNOWN 

TO RIFE. RIFE STATES WILLIARD,J. MCPERSON 

FROM WHOM HE AND RAY CLAIMED THEY PURCHASED THE STOLEN MONEY 

ORDERS FROM KELLERVILLE, ILLINOIS POST OFFICE BURGLARY I& / 

NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE. RIFE USED NAME OF VERNON ELMO RIF^ZW 

FIRST ARREST WHEN FINGERPRINTED. FOR THIS REASON NAME OF 

VERNON ELMO RIFE COULD BE SHOWN AS ASSOCIATE OF RAY IN 

JACKSON COUNTY JAIL, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, WHEN ACTUALLY 

WAS WALTER RIFE.

' RIFE STATED ONLY VISITORS TO JACKSON COUNTY JAIL FOR 

EITHER HE OR RAY WERE FBI AGENTS WHO INTERVIEWED BOTH CON­

CERNING A BANK ROBBERY AT HULL, ILLINOIS. RIFE DID NOT KNOW 

ANY COIN IN NEW ORLEANS AND KNOWS OF NO ASSOCIATE OF RAY IN

NEW ORLEANS. RIFE AND RAY MET A WILLI

1 - Bureau (AM)
1 - Springfield (44-561)

(J)- Memphis (AM) 1 - Atlanta (AM) I'yy^i^PHis 
1 - Birmingham (AM) 1 - Chicago (AM)
EnS/mpo Orleans (am) i - st. Louis (amf^ —-l^j^
(8) W^^^P^W^

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

^y~ /^ /• dwr  ̂^^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (PA. S-22-64)

FBI |

. Date: 4/25/68 ;

Transmit the following in------------------------------—-----—------------ —----------------------------- 1
(Type in plaintext or code/ 1

Via TELETYPE__________________________________URGENT—J
(Priority) ।

.   _   ____________________________________ ___________________ ________ ,______________ _____  ____ —   — — — — ^_ .„_-_— —    — 4— — — —   — — -

SI 44-561 
PAGE TWO

IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE, RE PASSING OF POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. 

THIS WAS A MAN FIFTYFIVE TO SIXTY YEARS OF AGE, DARK SKIN, 

GRAY HEADED, PROBABLY WOULD BE KNOWN TO KANSAS CITY PD. 

RIFE HAS NO BACKGROUND ON THIS INDIVIDUAL.

RIFE STATED RAY WAS PREJUDICE AGAINST NEGROES IN A 

GENERAL WAY, HAS NEVER KNOWN RAY TO BELONG TO ANY ORGANIZATION 

OR TO MAKE ANY THREAT/AGAINST NEGROES. X

NO RECORD OF U0HN DAVID DAILY IXQUINCY. NO RECORD OF 

GEORGE J. ROBERTS^ND SONS UNDERTAKERS IN QUINCY. LINDWOOD

NONEXISTANT STREET IN QUINCY.' NO RECORD OF NORMAN J.

ROBERTS DTQUINCY, TWO FOUR ZERO ZERO MAIN NONEXISTANT 

IN QUINCY. •

SI ONE SIX FIVE SIX - C VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF RIFE, 

STATES RIFE DEFINITELY PULLED BURGLARY OF KELLERVILLE 

‘ POST OFFICE IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE BUT WILL NOT ADMIT TO 

BURGLARY. ‘ /

KANSAS CITY WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE WILLIAM COON IN

KANSAS CITY. ’

ALBANY, AT ALBANY, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE NORMAN J.

Approved: ____________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per------ -------------------
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FBI j

Date: 4/25/68 I

Transmit the following in---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via___________ TELETYPE____________ URGENT_______________________________________ J
(Priority) ।

SI 44-561 
PAGE THREE

■ROBERTS AND GEORGE J. ROBERTS. P.

AIR MAIL COPIES SENT TO MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, NEW ORLEANS, 

ATLANTA, CHICAGO, AND ST. LOUIS. P. .

END.

Approved: _ __________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per--------------------------
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4-26-68

Transmit the following in ^^ ^If TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, MIAMI, AND HOUSTON

FROM: MBPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN. /
RE MIAMl/rEL THREE ZERO TWO P.M., APRIL TWENTYSIX.

REFERENCE MIAMI TEL SETS FORTH INFO RECEIVED FROM PAUL 

ALVIN LAIL,VFORMER MISSOURI STATE PEN INMATE. OF INTEREST IN 

CONNECTION WITH INTERVIEW OF LAIL IS STATEMENT THAT HE FELT RAY 

MIGHT GO TO PLACE ABOUT SIZE OF HOUSTON, TEXAS. SINCE NEIL 

ABEY ALSO KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN RESIDENT OF HOUSTON AREA, REQUEST 

MI^MI REINTERVIEW LAIL TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT HE HAD ANY 

REASON FOR PICKING OUT CITY SIZE OF HOUSTON, OR IF HE HAS 

INFO SUGGESTING RAY MAY HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ABEY OR ANYONE 

ELSE IN HOUSTON. AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY.

A & D

RGJ: 6-.
(4)^

CC: 1 ATLANTA (AM)
1
1

BIRMINGHAM (AM) 
KANSAS CITY (AM)

^ll' MU bjdUH^ ^^

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ••MEMPHIS

FBI ST LOUIS

516IMMEDIATE 4-26-68 DCJ *

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS ' 

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN. ' .

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, 

INSTANT DATE.

RECORDS OF MISSOURI TRAINING SCHOOL FOR M^N, MOBERLY, 
MISSOURI, FAILED TO INDICATE THAT ERIC LARSo/Zs NOW, OR HAS 

EVER BEEN, IN INMATE OF THIS INSTITUTION. NUMBER ZERO EIGHT 

SEVEN SEVEN IS NOT A M03ERLY n/mBE^<

INMATE JAMES C. FLETCHEr/i^VEN TWO ZERO SEVEN ONE, KNEW 

RAY FROM GOING BACK AND FORTH TO THE DINING ROOM TO EAT. 

EVERYONE IN THE PENITENTIARY KNEW HIM BY REPUTATION, AS HE 

HAD ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE SO MANY TIMES. HE REPORTED RAY BEING

MISSING AT THE TIME OF HIS /ESCAPE,/APRIL TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSEVEN

TO LIEUTENANT BILLY 03Z TURNER/AFTER HE HAD HEARD IT FROM

OTHER INMATES

END PAGE ONE

^^ /)O ^^ j^q „ ^q

.INDEXED 

.FILED......

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

GEORGIA IF HIS ESCAPE WAS SUCCESSFUL. MAJOR B. J. PO^T^j/ 

PRESENTLY AT THE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON CITY, WOULD KNOW 

THE IDENTITY OF THE INMATES WHO FINISHED THIS INFORMATION.

INMATE DONALD DEAN RI GGER/J^4BER ZERO THREE NINE FIVE 

NINE, WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH PLACE

OF BIRTH CAMPBELL, MISSOURI, CONVICTED DECEMBER, FIFTYONE, AND 

AN INMATE AT JEFFERSON CITY FROM DECEMBER, FIFTYONE THROUGH 

AUGUST, SIXTYSEVEN, WORKED IN THE KITCHEN AT THE PENITENTIARY 

WITH RAY. HE ADVISED NO ONE WAS REAL FRIENDLY WITH RAY. 

RIGGER, BEFORE HIS APPREHENSION, JUMPED BOND AND WAS IN SALTILLO 

COAHUILA, MIXICO, AND RECEIVED MAIL FROM THERE. RAY ASKED 

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ECONOMY IN MEXICO AND WAS PARTICULARLY

INTERESTED IN THE ARMY STRUCTURE. IT WAS GENERALLY KNOWN THAT

IF YOU COULD GET INTO THE MEXICAN ARMY THAT YOU WOULD LOSE 

YOUR IDENTITY. RIGGER ADVISED THAT THE BURSON WHO WAS CLOSEST 

TO RAY WAS AN INMATE, DONALD JOHNSO^/HO PRESENTLY IS EMPLOYED 

IN THE BREAD ROOM AT JEFFERSON CITY. ‘

END PAGE TWO
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SXTY-3EV: S AND THER RST FLOOR# VICTIMS CL AI

Vy-z^z-.*^
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PAGE I.JO

. . ■ . ■ j ■c lled i i r

lai in - , I :,;.■■ . . j

MAKING MONEY BY STICK- 1 . . JEHE . T^:. ' ■ . . EEC -MTCS E . :

BUT THIS WAS NOT DONE. PARKER SAI . . VARIOUS

MOTOS OF SAY IE ZEJF.PE^ AD MTED HIS DE SCRIPT IC J IS IDE. TIE -

TO PIKER’ S EXCEPT; HE, PARKER, {AS YES, WERE J .

. I LAI . . PP .

- . STAINED AND GENERAL APPEARANCE OF RAY . E' IS S

ST. LOUIS, AT ST* CH LES, . ST. LEHR, MO., •

I EVE STIG ATI NG OFFICERS AMD WITNESSES IN PA EKER CASE AND CONDUCT OTHER

LOGIC -vL INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF WCOULA 4ATE SEEK ACTUAL

I IN PARKE -TEN ? ANU ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH THROUGH CI’

I* ’ WHETHER RAY WAS IN ST< LOUIS- AREA HIM •

THIS COM-OTIC- IT SHOULD I NOTED TH/T INVESTIGATION INDICATES TCP I

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

DL 44-2649

WHO APPARENTLY ARE COOPERATIVE TO EFFECT INTERVIEW UNDER

"OST F AV ORACLE C I :0U; CT ALOE ~. - P-
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI MIAMI

8:35PM URGENT 4-26-68 PJL

TO DIRECTOR, HOUSTON, AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN.

RE METEL PM, INSTANT TO DIRECTO^OMIAMI AND HOUSTON RE

INFO RECEIVED FROM PAUL ALVIN LAILK 
. .^H^itaaMHiMW

LAIL REINTERVIED THIS DATE AND ADVISED ONLY REASON FOR

PICKING HOUSTON WAS SIZE OF CITY AND HIS FAMILIARITY WITH IT.

NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO ABEY’S WHEREABOUTS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

DND

FBI MEMPHIS

P

U^vv (4V 44- iMl- ^
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FD-302 (Pev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 4/27/68
/ Date --------------------------------------

PAUL ALVIN LAIL was informed of the identities 
.. of the interviewing agents and the nature of this inter- 
■ view. ■ -

LAIL advised he is presently living at 34 
' . Barbados Drive, Palm Springs, with his wife BETTY and 
j . -#lve month old baby. ,

LAIL stated he had been an inmate in the — - 
? Missouri State Penitentiary for three years and while ’ 

confined there he had met and known JAMES EARL RAY. He 
stated he was not very close or friendly with RAY but 
he did eat with him a number of times when he was in 

| the kitchen visiting with his friend, LEWIE "WHITEY" • '. 
* DOVDA. Be Said he also watched a number of ball games
j and television programs with RAY.

LAIL described RAY as being a guy who knew 
his way around but was not one of the wheels or leaders 
in prison; that RAY was a sharp intelligent guy who hung 
around with the boys who were always up to something and 
were in on all of the deals. LAIL advised RAY never 
seemed to have a lot of money but always seemed to have 
enough to get whatever he wanted.

LAIL said most of the guys (he cannot recall 
: their name®) that he, RAY, was with most of the time

were on dope and were peddling it. ,

LAIL continued by saying that RAY’s big buddy 
was NEAL ABBEY who was a "big wheel" and the guy who 
ran the prison kitchen with "an iron hand." LAIL . 
stated ABBEY was the guy who got RAY into the kitchen 
which was a good deal (job). '

LAIL advised that LEO BARNETT handled dope . 
and peddled it in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
and he believes he is now in prison somewhere in Florida. 

^Jf’He said that BARNETT would know for certain if RAY ^d'-^^ 
been on dope and where and who he got the dope from.

yy _ /y 7^- ^ ^' /^ _?^

On _4Z2SZ6R at —Palm ^Spr-ittif® ,-- Florida---File # —Miaml 44-1£M

SAs ROBERT V. VISEMAN and
by , PATRICK A, PHILBIN PAP/ton —Date dictated —
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

SEARCHED. . . . . . . . . . . IKuEXED. . . . .^, 
4^26^L^ElLLU—...^J.

e FBI and is'loaned to , 
FBI — MEMPHIS .
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MM 44-1854 
2

LAIL further advised that FRED MILLER, "a cut and 
dried con," who worked in the tag plant of the prison, was 
one of the leaders and knew RAY well and he night be able 
to furnish information about hin if he would talk to the 
FBI.

LAIL related that WHITEY DOWDA also knew RAY 
pretty well and would kq^w more about hin than he did 
since they both worked in the kitchen together for quite 
a while. He said WHITEY had been living in Merietta, 
Georgia, and he recently heard that WHITEY is now in 
Jail in Merietta on a robbery charge.

LAIL stated there had been trouble with sone of 
the Negro prisoners in the, Missouri State Penitentiary 
who were Black Muslims so sone of the prisoners decided, 
to teach then a lesson and thrfe or four of the Negro leaders 
were killed. LAIL stated he did not know if RAY was in 
on the actual killing, but he was close with the ones 
that did it and therefore could have been in on the 
killing or at least he knew who did kill the Negroes.

LAIL would not make any further statements 
about the killing of the Negroes in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and he stated he could not furnish any names 
or identities but he did say there were ten inmates who 
were in on the killing of the Negroes.

LAIL said he could not recall RAY saying too 
much about Negroes and he does not believe from his con­
versations with RAY that he, RAY, was a racist, however, 
all of the inmates in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
did not like the Negroes because of the& belligerent 
attitude and animosity toward the white inmates.

LAIL stated RAY liked to wear his hair short 
in the summer months and long in the winter. He said 
RAY used to have a "butch" cut in the summer months.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MM 44-1854

LAIL stated from his association with RAY that
he felt RAY would have a .45 automatic "stashed" on 
Ms person somewhere and he would not give up or be taken 
without a fight. LAIL said RAY is a "killer” in his opinion 
and that RAY would not by easy to catch or find. LAIL 
said RAY is ”a city boy" and he does not figure him to 
be hiding out in the country. However, LAIL stated he 
would mot figure RAY would hide out in a really big 
city like New York, but would pick one about the size 
of Houston, Texas.

LAIL said he could not recall RAY telling him
or mentioning any place in particular he, RAY, always 
wanted to go to or visit, but he felt RAY would be in a 
warm climate rather than a cold one.

LAIL stated he had not Men contacted or heard
from RAY since he got out of the Missouri State Penitentiary 
over two years ago and to the best of his knowledge RAY 
would not know where or how to contact him.

LAIL advised he had visited WHITEY DOWDA in March
1968, in WHITEY’s home in Marietta, Georgia, for a few days. 
He said that WHITEY is his best friend.

LAIL continued by saying he recognized the name
of SCHAFFER and he thinks SCHAFFER was a captain in the 
prison guard force, but he did not know him and/or if 
SCHAFFER peddled dope in the pen.

LAIL stated he felt that there was a possibility
RAY'S escape was engineered by and assisted by outside help 
but he did not have any knowledge about it. Also he 
stated just about anything is possible with outside help 
and money, however, escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
is something else and is just about impossible in his opinion.
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MM 44-1854

LOL stated he did snot feel badly about MARTIN 
LUTHER KING getting killed^ but be was sorry it happened 
in Memphisp Tmessee9 and he would have rather se^n 
KING killed ion some Northern city. LAIL said he is a 
Southerner and his feelings are Southern.

LAIL stated that he is of course interested 
in the reward money and he could certainly use it. 
Howeverp he said he really does not know if he would 
turn RAY in or not for the reward money if he had the 
opportunity. LAIL stated he was certain RAY did the 
killing of KING himself and not involved with anyone 
else. LAIL stated that he wanted to be honest with the 
FBI and he would have to think about this a couple of 
days as to whether or not he would or would not turn 
RAY in if he knew his possible or current whereabouts.

LAIL stated he really does not know where RAY 
is and he said that RAY had not contacted him and he 
had not seen RAY for over two years.

LAIL continued by saying he was a little 
surprised when he learned from the newspaper and tele­
vision that RAY had been identified as HNG’s killer 
because he always figured RAY as being a guy that would 
be too smart to leave any clues or evidence around so that 
the police or the FBI would be able to trace and/or 
identify him.

LAIL examined the photographs of RAY and said 
he would never recognize him with the tuxedo and bow tie 
outfit on and further he said he never saw RAY with his 
hair long as it is either. Howeverp he said the guy with 
the bow tie and tuxedo on is RAY.
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DIVISION OF CLASSIFICATION AND ASSIGNMENT 
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
RECEPTION-DIAGNOSTIC CENTER REPORT

REGISTER NO. W-10980

ALIAS

BIRTH DATE | |

HEIGHT 5 FT. 11 IN.

BUILD Obese

TRANSCRIPT OF SERIAL RI

NAME Tom Britton

TRUE NAME

BIRTH PLACE Daus , Tenn*

hair Brown

RACE "hit©

WEIGHT 225

EYES Brown

Thomas Britton

AGE 47

LENGTH OF FOOT H IN.

COMPLEXION Medium

MARKS, SCARS, OR TATTOOS ToB PANAMA, I936-A-O outer left forearm*

SOC. SEC. NO. Unknown

MILITARY: BRANCH Army

SELECT. SERVICE NO. CLASS
1938 

FROM ±2& TO 1944 TYPE OF DISCHARGE Dishonorable

EMERGENCY ADDRESS Beatrice Britton
( 1710 Alabama, Ave.,

INTELLIGENCE CLASSIFICATION

TELE. ND. 387 7938
Jasper, Ala* 

---- - “ GRADE ACHIEVEMENT

marital status Harried

EDUCATION 12

FORMER 7MPRWNMEFT: MO.

occupation or trade Carpenter

religion Methodist

OTHER 1 NONE

PAROLES OR PROBATION: MO: OTHER 1 NONE

------- -—' PRESENT CONVICTION

offense pg* uttering a Gorged Check; Forgery

COUNTY eene j Lawence^CEIVE0 10-h~1965

W -/^/A .(ULz^^-A ’̂
TERM OF COURT Sept 1^65

SILENCE fl years
2 yrs. Cone.

9-27-1965

F.S.I. NO. 500 803 7

DATE

JAIL TIME 180 days

EXPIRATION DATE: FULL TIME
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DIVISION OF CLASSIFICATION AND ASSIGNMENT
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

Diagnostic Center Report
Date: 3 Nov 1965

Name: Thomas Britton Number: W-10980 Sentence: 3s Yr,

Present Offense: PG: Uttering a Forged Check County: Greene

Date Received: 4 Oct 1965 Age: 47

FELONY INCARCERATIONS: 22 Aug 1957, SP Nashville, Tenn., Forg., 3 yr., par. 14 Feb 1959

CRIMINAL HISTORY: Prior to entering the service, the subject was charged with grand 
larceny in June of 1949 at Jasper, Alabama, with the charge showing no disposition, 
but evidently was connected with the offense for which he received a dishonorable dis­
charge from the U. So Array. After he and his wife broke up, he went AWOL, kept going, 
and finally was charged with disertion, for which he received a 7 year USDB sentence. 
In 1955, the subject was charged with non support, with no disposition shown. After 
serving his Tennessee sentence, he was charged with forged check at Springfield, 
forgery and grand larceny early in 1965 in Alabama and another federal charge later- 
with none of these charges showing a disposition. After his involvement in the 
present offense, he went to Alabama and was later extradited to Missouri on the charge 
of uttering a forged check.

PRESENT OFFENSE: The subject was arrested in September of 1963 at Republic, Missouri 
after uttering a forged, check. After being bound over to the Circuit Court in July 
of 1964 and while awaiting the next term, the subject jumped bond and was extradited 
from the state of Alabama to Missouri on the present charge. In September of 1965 
he entered a plea of guilty on the charge and received a 3 year 6 months sentence to
the Department of Corrections.

Ac c omplic es: None•

Detainers: None presently.

SOCIAL: Tliis 47-year-old inmate was born 
he has seme brothers and sisters but does

He says 
not know who or where they are. When he

was about 7? was placed in the Tennessee Industrie! School for Boys, where he finished 
high school. He was Later placed in a foster home, which was unsatisfactory to him, 
and he ran off and returned to the industrial, school. At age 17 ho left and when he 
was 20 he entered the military service. He states that although he doesn’t know much 
about his parents, he learned that his father was killed in an auto accident in 1958 
and indicated that he believed that hi mother was still living in Tennessee. Since
he was about 31 he has been living in labama where he was married to his present
wife.

MARIT/kL: He was married the first time while in the military service and after 
domestic problems he went AWOL at which time he was given discharge and served the 
diciplinary barracks sentence. He was married the 2nd time in 1947 at Jasper, Alabama 
where his wife continues to reside and workes as a waitress. One son was added to 
this union and the wife is presently supporting him. His wife reports that the sub­
ject supported the family well, although the FBI report shows that he was arrested for 
non support on 1 occasion.

MILITARY: When the subject was 20 years old in 1938 he entered the U. S. Army and in 
1949 received a dishonorable discharge on the basis of desertion. He states that he 
was reinstated later.
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---- continued

W-1O98O - Thomas Britton

EDUCATIONAL: The subject states that he completed the 12th grade at the Boys* 
Training School in Tennessee, and indicated that he made fair grades in school 
for the most part. His performance on tests would suggest an above average level 
of intellectual endowment with an average general mental ability shown, A 7*9 SAT 
battery median with an erratic profile suggests some educational limitations as 
compared with his 12th grade achievement. He was lower in arithmetic and higher 
in the reading area.

VOCATIONAL-EMPLOYMENT: The subject states that he has been a finish carpenter 
most of his life and while in military service was assigned to the carpenter shop. 
He states that he was doing construction work in the Springfield area at the time 
of the instant offense, and had lived in that area for about 1 year. His mechanical 
aptitude is superior which suggests some qualification for vocational employment in 
this area.

RELIGION: The subject is a baptized member of the Methodist Church, in which he was 
reared, but states he has not been involved in religious activities more recently.

HEALTH AND HABITS: The subject denies being an alcoholic, but admits that periodically 
he goes on drinking binges which generally takes him away from home. This evidently 
was his reason for being in southwestern Missouri at the time of the instant offense. 
He does not indicate that he was separated from his wife, but he had been away from 
her for as long as a year. Subject makes no physical complaints and is cleared for 
a regular duty status. He denies the use of narcotics or ever contracting venereal 
disease or being hospitalised for a major illness. His wife reports that they enjoy 
fishing and bowling as a family, but that his drinking disrupted the domestic 
environment.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: Commitment report, FBI report, transcript of serial record, 
Tennessee State Penitentiary report, wife's questionnaire, medical report, test 
battery, interview.

EVALUATION OF INMATE: This is a A7-year-old white man from southwestern Missouri 
serving his 2nd felony incarceration, although he served a diciplinary barracks 
sentence for desertion while in the military service. He was reared in a boys 
industrial school in Tennessee where lie is said to have received adequate training 
and developed close relationships with the superintendent of the school, but has 
evidently had a difficult time in internalizing acceptable social values. He goes 
on periodic drinking binges, and leaves his home and family, and doesn’t work and 
then gets in trouble with local authority. He adjusted satisfactorally enough to 
receive a parole from his last incarceration which he was able to successfully 
complete. He presently has a detainer from Lawrence County on checks, but is expected 
to adjust to confinement without event. He is interested in working as a carpenter 
during his present incarceration and is not ejected to benefit from a program of 
training during his incarceration.

ASSIGNMENT: J

EECOl-BWDATIONS: Routine supervision with a job assignment in the area of maintenance, 
woodworking, or carpentry.

GHP:bc
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5/7/68

AINTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

SUBJECT: MURKIN / /

Re Birmingham teletype to Director, 5/3/68.

Enclosed herevith/for the Memphis Office is one 
photograph of TOM BRITTON, MSP #10980 and 3 pages from his 
penitentiary file containing complete background information 
regarding him. This is being furnished per request of 
referenced communication to assist in locating BRITTON in 
the Birmingham area.

3 - Bureau „
2 - Birmingham W?
^- Memphis (Encl 4) 
z - Kansas City
RBH:WSA
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHM

158 PM URGENT 5-9-68 JGA

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, KNOXVILLE, MEMPHIS, RICHMOND, MOBILE 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURK IN

REMYTEL, MAY EIGHT,/LAST. /

BEATRICE BRITTON,/WIFE OF THOM^BRITTON/JASPER, 

ALABAMA, INTERVIEWED YESTERDAY AND SAID NO PHONE CALLS EVER 

RECEIVED BY HER FROM ANY UNKNOWN MALE ASKING FOR HER HUSBAND, 

SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. ALSO STATES 

NO INDIVIDUALS CAME TO HOUSE ASKING FOR HUSBAND. /

SHE WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY PHOTO OF JAME^E^^AY/ AND 

bEVER SAW ANY WHITE MUSTANGS IN AREA WHERE SHE AND HUSBAND 

RESIDE. 1«S. BRITTON ADVISED FROM JUNE, 

SIXTYSEVEN, THROUGH JAN., SIXTYEIGHT, THEIR FAMILY DID NOT 

RESIDE AT ONE SEVEN ONE ZERO ALABAMA AVE., JASPER, ALA., WHICH 

IS ADDRESS GIVEN BY THOMAS BRITTON TO RAY, BUT THEY DID MAINTAIN 

THE SAME TELEPHONE NUMBER RESIDENCE IN RURAL AREA OUTSIDE ^.^ 

JASPER, ALA. BRITTONS HAD LIVED AT ABOVE ADDRESS 

END PAGE ONE \ U^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

PRIOR TO JUNE SIXTYSEVEN, AND MOVED BACK FROM RURAL 

RESIDENCE TO THIS SAME ADDRESS IN JAN., SIXTYEIGHT. DURING 

ENTIRE PERIOD SINCE HUSBAND’S RELEASE, SHE RECALLS TWO PHONE 

CALLS FOR HER HUSBAND, BOTH FROM AN UNKNOWN WOMAN, WHO DID NOT 

IDENTIFY HERSELF. ONE CALL RECEIVED ABOUT CHRISTMAS

TIME, LAST, AND SECOND CALL CAME JANUARY, LAST. DURING THIS 

PERIOD, HER HUSBAND WAS HANGING OUT SOME AT LOCAL BARS IN AREA, 

DRIVING, AND MS. BRITTON BELIEVES CALLER VAS SOME WOMAN HER 

HUSBAND VAS POSSIBLY "PLAYING AROUND* WITH. SHORTLY

AFTER THIS TINE, HE CEASED HIS DRINKING AND GOT STEADY EMPLOYMENT. 

ONLY TINE THOMAS BRITTON MENTIONED SUBJECT RAY WAS AFTER RECENT 

CONTACT BY FBI, WHEN HE EXPLAINED REASON FOR FBI WANTING TO 

TALK TO HIM. WIFE STATES BRITTON NEVER MENTIONED ANYTHING ABOUT 

RAY DURING TINE RAY’S NAME AND PHOTOS WERE BEING SHOWN IN NEWS 

MEDIA. IRS. BRITTON STATED SHE WILL COOPERATE FULLY AND KEEP 

BIRMINGHAM ADVISED OF .ANY DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING HER HUSBAND 

AND/OR RAY. / /

GLADYS KEY.^NOVN AS "MOMAHAY1*OOdX OPERATOR OF THE LITTLE 

WARRIOR RIVER CAFE, NOTORIOUS MER JOINT NEAR DORA, ALA., ADVISED SHE 

AND EXHUSBAND, C.C. HAYWOOD,/FORMERLY JOINTLY OPERATED ANOTHER BEER 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

JOINT, HALF-A-MILE AWAY, KNOWN AS THE RIVERVIEW, FROM JULY, FIFTYEIGHT

UNTIL SIXTYFOUR. EXHUSBAND STILL OPERATING SAME PLACE. MRS. KEY

UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY PHOTO OF RAY AS PERSON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE 

FREQUENTED THE RIVERVIEW, EITHER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY, OR 

KR PLACE, SINCE APRIL, SIXTYSEVEN. STATES HER PLACE OFTEN FREQUENTED 

BY FEN WHO WORK ON BARGES ON WARRIOR RIVER, WHICH PASSES HER FRONT 

DOOR. C.C. HAYWOOD NOT LOCATED YESTERDAY, EFFORTS BEING MADE TO 

INTERVIEW TODAY. /

MAMIE MITCHELL^PERATOR OF ROSE’S PLACE, ROUTE ONE, DORA, 

ALA., ADVISED SHE HAS HAD THIS PLACE SINCE SIXTYTHREE. IT WAS 

KNOWN AS JOHNNIE’S PLACE AND PARKER’S PLACE DURING PERIOD

FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYTHREE, AND AS MAMIE’S PLACE IN SIXTYTHREE, 

BEFORE BEING NAMED ROSE’S PLACE IN SIXTYFOUR. MITCHELL UNABLE TO 

IDENTIFY PHOTOS OF RAY AS INDIVIDUAL SEEN BY HER.

NOTING ABOVE, AND INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ABOUT 

RAY BY THOMAS BRITTON, IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON’S INFORMATION IS

CORRECT, AND THAT FOR RAY TO HAVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTON, * MOM A

HAYWOOD* AND TO HAVE KNOWN ABOUT TAVERN NOW KNOWN AS ROSE’S

FL ACE, WHICH WAS KNOWN TO RAY BY SOME OTHER UNRECALLED NAME,

RAY WOULD HAVE DEFINITELY HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AREA AND FREQUENTED

END PAGE TH.
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