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fbi-st Louis

1248AM URGENT 5-17-68 JJR

DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURK IN SUMMARY

RE JAMES LOAM A OWENS: <

OWENS INTERVIEWED AT LENGTH, WAS FALL PARTNER OF RAY

ON FIFTY NINE KROGER ROBBERY. FURNISHED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION 

REGARDING CHARACTER AND HABITS OF RAY OBSERVED BY HIM, SET OUT 

IN EETAILED PREVIOUS TELETYPE. DENIED CONTACT WITH RAY S^CE OWENS 

LEFT MSP, OR KNOWLEDGE OF WHEREABOUTS SINCE. OFFERED /ULL 

COOPERATION. NEVER MET MSP INMATE JAMES D. WALLACE 4lLL FIFTYNINE. 

ADMITS SAW WALLACE AT ENTRANCE OF JEFFERSON GRAVOIS BANK SL, 

BUT CLAIMS WAS SUMMER OF SIXTY FIVE; THAT HE WAS ALONE; AND THAT 

WALLACE WAS WITH UNKNOWN FEMALE, KC HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO RESOLVE. 

FE JERRY RAYNES,/FATHER:

RAYNES RE INTER VIE WED. RECALLED STATEMENT MADE BY SON JERRY 

RAY DURING RECENT OVERNIGHT VISIT BY JOHN AND JERRY RAY, THAT SUBJECT 

IN CHICAGO SUMMER SIXTYSEVEN. UNABLE TO RECALL MORE SPECIFIC INFO 

RE STATEMENT. JOHN AND JERRY DRINKING AT TIME. ADMITS HE MAY HAVE 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO 

& 44-775 

MISUNDERSTOOD. CHICAGO HAS SEEN REQUESTED IN PREVIOUS DETAILED 

TELETYPE TO QUESTION JERRY REGARDING THIS. JOHN WILL SE INTER­

VIEWED RE MATTER TOMORROW AND PHOTO OF JAMES DAVID DAILEY WILL 

BE EXHIBITED FOR POSSIBLE IDENT AS J D MENTIONED IN PREVIOUS I 

INTERVIEW.

RE JOHN LARRY RAY AND CAROL PEPPER; SOURCES AND CONTACTS INDICATE 

NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY TODAY.

BUREAU OBSERVATIONS AS TO POSSIBLE USE OF POLYGRAPH ON JOHN/ 
LARRY RAY AND JOHN EUGENE GAWRON RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED VIA // 

SE PER ATE TELETYPE. '

LOCAL LOOK ALIKE RESOLUTIONS, FELLOW PRISONER INTERVIEWS 

AND RESOLUTION OF TOLL CHECKS CONTINUING.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END.

TSJ

FBI MEMPHIS

TU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ♦

Date: 5/17/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE IMMEDIATE
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR AND SAN FRANCISCO

FROM:MEMPHIS (44-1987) (IP)

MURKIN.

RE MEMPHIS TEL MAY SIXTEEN, LAST. /

BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED MEMPHIS REQUEST SANFRANCISCO TO 

IMMEDIATELY RE-INTERVIEW KENNETH LEE WADE TO RESOLVE MATTER 

OF SUBJECT'S EARNING LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY FROM NARCOTICS 

TRAFFIC IN MSP. BUREAU FURTHER INSTRUCTED SF TO SUTEL TODAY 

TO BUREAU AND MEMPHIS RESULTS OF INQUIRY.

A & D. P.

JCH:cjs 
(1) >

Airtel W - /^//-^J<
Teletype

A.M.S.D.

Spec. Del

Reg. Mall

Registered

Approved: M Per
SpeedaljAgent/in Charge
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TeletypeMAY ±7, 1968

TO: BUREAU AND MEMPHIS
URGENTFROM: ST. LOUIS

MURK IN

MOBERLY WORK

POWDER WHILE

CONTACT WITH RAY IN THIS REGARD

ARMED AND DANGEROUSSUBJECT

TOR: 2:20 P.M. JDT

DECODED COPY

FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

RE: FELLOW PRISONER JAMES COOPER tRERK, JR

GREEN RESIDING 942 GRAND, CARUTHERSVILLE, MO., ADVISED

MAY 16 HE DID NOT RECOGNIZE PHOTO OF RAY, BUT HAD HEARD OF A 

RAY WHO ESCAP/ED FROM PEN. WHILE HE WAS INCARCERATED THERE FROM 

NOVEMBER 1965 TO AUGUST 1967. GREEN SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME AT

FARM. HE STATED HE WAS INVOLVED WITH SOME AMPHETAMINE

AT MOBERLY, BUT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE NEVER CAME IN

MEMPHIS

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau*s cryptographic systems.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: 5/17/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND ST. LOUIS (44-775)

EROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) IP

MURKIN.

RE ST. LOUIS TEL MAY SIXTEEN LAST.

ON PAGES SIXTY AND SIXTY ONE OF KANSAS CITY REPORT 
DATED MAY /lITEEN LAST, A FORMER INMATE OF THE MISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CITY, MO., ADVISED THAT BOB 
POWELl/wAS A CLOSE FRIEND OF SUBJECT AND WAS AWARE OF PLANS 

POR ESCAPING PRISON PRIOR TO THE ACTUAL ESCAPE. ADDITIONAL 

INFO RECEIVED IROM THIS INMATE WOULD INDICATE THAT POWELL 

WAS MORE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH RAY THAN POWELL ADMITS; 

THEREFORE, IT IS REQUESTED THAT ST. LOUIS REINTERVIEW POWELL 

IN DETAIL REGARDING HIS ASSOCIATION WITH RAY AND KNOWLEDGE 

OF ANY PLANS RAY MAK HAVE HAD UPON EFFECTING HIS ESCAPE.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.

END.

RFB:LF 
(1)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI SAN FRAN

452PM URGENT 5-17-68 KLJ

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY (44-760), ST. LOUIS (44-775)

AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) (P) 3P

MURK IN

RE SAN FRANCISCO AIRTEL, FIVE EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT, AND MEMPHIS 

TELETYPES, FIVE SIXTEEN ANe/fIVE SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT.

RE: KENNETH LEE W

KENNETH LEE WADE/ON FIVE SEVENTEEN SIXTYEIGHT, ADVISED MONEY EARNED

IN MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP) COULD BE EITHER IN CURRENCY AND/OR 

SCRIPT OR SERVICES SUCH AS COMMISSARY CHITS OR LEATHER GOODS, ETC. 

MONEY COULD BE SENT OUT OF THE MSP BY GUARDS WHO WERE BRIBED BY PRI­

SONERS TO ACT AS COURIERS INVOLVING ITEMS LEAVING OR ENTERING THE PRISON. 

WADE STATED HE DID NOT DESIRE TO IDENTIFY ANY GUARD AS THAT GUARD MIGHT 

STILL BE AVAILABLE AND USEABLE BY PRESENT MSP INMATES.

WADE STATED RAY WOULD EARN ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS PER MONTH 

FROM HIS BAKERY WORK, AND IT WAS HIS RECOLLECTION THAT FIFTEEN OR 

TWENTY DOLLARS PER MONTH COULD BE FURNISHED TO RAY BY FRIENDS OR - 

FAMILY OUTSIDE OF THE PRISON FOR HIS PERSONAL USE IN PURCHASINGCOMMIS-

SARY ITEMS

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WADE ADVISED THAT RAY WOULD NOT PLACE ANY "PRISON EARNINGS" IN HIS

ACCOUNT AT

HIS PRISON

RAY. WADE

THE PRISON AND CLAIMED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW HOW RAY HANDLED

EARNINGS. HE STATED THIS WAS A STRICT PERSONAL MATTER WITH

ALSO ADVISED THAT HE GAMBLED A LOT OF HIS

WAS CONSERVATIVE

HE COULD USUALLY

WADE STATED

HE NEEDS HELP TO

IN THE HANDLING OF MONEY AND IF HE

GET A LOAN FROM RAY

HE HAD NO REASON TO LIE TO THE FBI

MONEY, BUT RAY

WADE, WAS BROKE

HE STATED THAT

GET A REDUCTION OF SENTENCE OR TRANSFER TO ANOTHER

LESS STRICT INSTITUTION IN

BE COOPERATIVE, HOPING HIS

FBI AND HIMSELF

WADE STATED HE

PE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE

FINITE KNOWLEDGE AS

WADE STATED IT

END PAGE TWO

HAS NO

OF HIS

TO HOW

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA- AND THAT HE WOULD

COOPERATION COULD BE OF VALUE TO BOTH THE

KNOWLEDGE OF RAY’S WHEREABOUTS. HE ADVISED

SOURCE OF FUNDS

RAY GOT HIS MONEY

WAS HIS SPECULATION THAT

HE STATED HE HAS NO DE-

OUT OF MSP

RAY COULD HAVE HAD FIVE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

THOUSAND DOLLARS AT THE TIME HE ESCAPED. RAY WAS CONSERVATIVE IN

MONEY MATTERS AND PROBABLY HAD SOME MONEY ON HIS PERSON AT THE TIME

HE EXCAPED AND SOME MONEY SOME PLACE AFTER HE GOT OUT. HE STATED IT

WAS HIS SPECULATION THAT RAY, BECAUSE OF HIS CONSERVATIVE HANDLING OF

PLACED THISMONEY, WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN MUCH OF A CHANCE ON WHERE

MONEY IF THAT IS WHAT HE DID

WADE ADVISED A LIEUTENANT DICKSON/OR DIXON'(PH) WAS

BY THE MSP IN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE AND HE HAD BEEN US£D BY

AND ASSOCIATES TO BRING IN AND TAKE OU ITEMS OF ALUE

DISCHARGED

WADE - RAY

WADE STATED

RAY WAS A CLOSE FRIEND OF WILLIE SHOW7 OR SCHOAFZ(PH), A NINETEEN SIX-

TYFOUR OR SIXTYFIVE PAROLEE WHO ORIGINALLY CAME FROM CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

AREA. WADE STATED WILLIE SHOW OR SCHOAF (PH) SENT SOME "STUFF” BACK

INTO THE PRISON FOR US AFTER HE GOT OUT

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., THROUGH MSP RECORDS

WILLIE SHOW OR SCHOAF (PH) AND LIEUTENT DICKSON OR DIXON (PH)

AFTER SET OUT LEADS TO INTERVIEW THESE MEN FOR INFORMATION RE

OR HIS SOURCE OF FUNDS

INSERTS FOLLOW

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

RJT

MEMPHIS

IDENTIFY

AND THERE­

RAY AND/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

630PM URGENT 5-17-68 LCS

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURK IN

CONDUCTED MAY SEVENTEENSUMMARY OF INVESTIGATIO

INSTANT

JAMES WILLOUGHBY DVISED HE MET INDIVIDUAL, LAST NAME

ANDERSON, WHOM HE STATED FORMERLY RESIDED ONE ONE THREE FOUR-

ANDERSON

TEENTH ST.,

0 HAS NOT BEEN LOCATED AS

/©DRESS IN A

TLANTA. WILLOUGHBY DETERMINED ANDERSON’S CURRENT

ANTA. ANDERSON BELIEVED IDENTICAL WITH HAROLD G

WILL B LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED

ATLANTA

NARCOTICS IN

ADVISED THAT

CI INVOLVED IN SALE AND

TAVERNS NEAR FOURTEENTH

YET FOR INTERVIEW. ANDERSON

USE OF

STREET

CONTACT WITH DRUG AND NARCOTIC

NO USEFUL INFORMATION RE SUBJECT’S POSSIBLE

DRUGS DURING VISIT TO ATLANTA

DRUGS

WHERE

USERS

AND

SUBJECT ROOMED

HAS PROVIDED

PURCHASE OR USE OF

EXAMINATION OF SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES METROPOLITAN ATLANTA

CONTINUING. CHECK OF METROPOLITAN ATLANTA AREA HOSPITALS

NEGATIVE TO DATE

ARMED AND DANGEROUS ^ARCHEDZZZum^

END

FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DL 44-2649
ME 44-1987
JVW/sgl 
1

The following investigation was conducted by IC
JAMES VON WHITE:

ATJS?J2?SJ™§’
On May 14, 1968, Mr. GLENN R, aNDERFORD, Chief

Reference Service Branch, Federal Records Center, made avallable 
the Federal Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, Inmate File #6-26381- 
SW, in FRC Container #304,628, on ROBERT G* BOSHERS, which 
discloses the following information: /

On January 2, 1959, ROBERT G. BOSHERS^as sentenced
in the Eastern District of Misscmri, St, Louis, Missouri, by 
Judge G. H« MOORE, to serve an indeterminate period under the 
Youth Corrections Act (5010b), following conviction for mail 
theft, forging and uttering IL S. Check. Probation was revoked 
He was committed to Federal Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, on 
July 13, 1959; paroled April 1, 1961; parole violator*® warrant 
executed October 5, 1963, and was subsequently returned to the 
Federal Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, on October 24, 1963, 
and was released December 12, 1963, a..the expiration of his 
sentence. He,listed his release destination in care of his 
grandfather, Mr. EARL GORETEN, 1911 South iith Street, St. 
Louis, Missouri.

This file reflects the following employment record:

January 20, 1956 - September 1, 1956, American Soda 
Company, 1400 Ann Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri;

June 1, 1954 = January 20, 1956 - Mosley Furniture, 
2122 S. Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri;

January 10, 1958 - November 6, 1958, City Workhouse, 
4200 S. Broadway, St, Louis, Missouri;

January 13, 1959 - June 28, 1959, City Workhouse, 
4200 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri.

This file further reflects the following residences:

FBI—MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1911
St

listed by the

The following are prior records of delinquencies

DP 44-2649
ME 44-1987 
2

The
subject while

as above;

Louis, Mi ssouri

September,
Hillsboro s,

11th Street,

So 11th Street,

March 1957 
St a Louis,

11th Street,

Benton Place, St

Sister - BETTY BOSHERS, Florida;

Brother = WILLIAM BOSffiRS, 1911 
Sto Louis, Missouri;

January, 1956, 1911 S. 11th Street, 
Missouri;

Stepfather = LESLIE IRBY, Florida;

Mother = LILA IRBY, Florida;

May, 1953 
Sta Louis,

Sister - MARY BOSHERS, Mississippi;

Son - ROBERT BOSHERS,

November, 1958 - January.

Daughter - ROXY ANN BOSHERS, 10 
Louis, Missouri,

Wife - RACK® BOSHERS, 1723A Sa 9th Street, 
Sto Louis, Missouri,,

° January, 1958, 1911 S
Missouri;

following is a list of relatives 
incarcerated at El Reno, Oklahoma

1956 August, 1957, Rural Route 1, 
Missouri;

o, same

Grandparents “ Mro and Mrs. EARL GORDIEN, 191] S 
11th Street, St, Louis, Missouri;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI # 754 495C

DL 44-2649 
ME 44-1987
4

. BOSHERS’ Federal Reformatory Inmate File, El Reno, 
Oklahoma, fails to reflect any information of any sentence in 
the State of Michigan nor does it show any record of him as 
ever being wanted in that State0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date: 5/16/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR-MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

.—FROM: ___ SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) (P)

MURKIN

Re Kansas City airtels to Bureau 5/7/68 and 5/8/68 as 
.well.as..S.an..& to. Bureau 5/8/68 and Los -Angeles
airtel to Bureau 5/10/68.

_________ __For_the.information of St. Louis, ref er ence.d_ Kansas 
City airtel of 5/8/68 named seven former inmates of Missouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) who should be contacted to ^certain if

—-they - can- furnish any information concerning.the whereabouts of 
JAMES EARL RAY.

On 5/10/68, a review of the Los Angele Police 
Department file 304218-D on DENNIS WADS FONTENNO reflected that 

.FONTENNOT is a transient drunk with arrests fordrunk as recent 
as 12/15/67. Records fail to reflect any employment or 
residences in California, and FONTENNOT has been arrested for 
sleeping on park benches as recent as 8/I/67.

The following background and descriptive information
was obtained from the Los 
304218-D:

Angeles Police Department file

Name 
Race
Sex 
DOB

DENNIS WADE FONTENNOT
Caucasian
Male -

3 - Bureau
2 - Kansas City (AM)
2 - St. Louis (AM)
^- Memphis (Info.) (AM)
2 - Los Angeles

Approved: _____________’________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent

MAY 1 8 1968
FBI—MEMPHIS

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Height
Weight 
Hair

. Eyes
Address (1966)

Relatives

FBI Number 
-Occupation ---
Characteristics

5'4”
145 pounds
Brown
Brown
605 Kemp Street
Midland, Texas 

’"“CLIFTON FONTENOTE
New Orleans (1967)

Common Drunk

Referenced airtel from San Francisco to Bureau 
5/8/68 reflects that (FNU) WADE has been located and inter­
viewed by San Francisco and no further efforts are-being made 

was in tl '

On 5/14/68, Mrs/LEORA BICO

in an attempt to identify FONTENNOT as WADE wh 
Missouri State Prison with ■IES EARL RAY

Los Angeles, California/advised that CHERRI PICO
78 East 12 h Street 

sistef of
QHARLES AMOS STEWART, sed to live in common-law with her son 
aT their^residence but she has not been in Los Angeles Since 
November, 1967, when she left for places unknown in Missouri. 
Mrs. PICO advised that CHARLES STEWART has not been in Los

. Angeles to the best of her knowledge. Mrs TCO advised she 
has no idea as to the whereabouts of her s who was living 
with CHERRI and she has no idea as to the/present whereabouts 
of CHERRI or her brother CHARLES STEWARTZ

On 5/14/6% Ms
8111 Stanford Drive ar^enGrove. California ised that
JUDITH LEA ^C FARLIN/wife of DAVID DON MC FARLIN5 had spent 
some time"as a house guest of hers in 1966. Mrs. RUSSELL 
advised that she has no idea where DAVID DON MC FARLIN might 
be but she stated that the last she heard was that JUDITH

2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LA. 44-1574

MC FARLIN was residing with her parents at 4331 ^Lafayette, 
St. Louis, Missouri, telephone PR 1-3288. Mrs ./RUSSELL 
stated that JUDITH is her Grand Neice by marriage, but she 
knows nothing about JUDITH'S hlisband. /x

On 5/14/68, Mrs./PAULTOEJ^^ West 133rd
Street, Hawthorne, Califdrnia^Telephone 675-1047, advise# 
that Mrs. ROSELEE GRIDER, wife of^LAWRENCE ALBERT GRIDE#} 
has not been living In CaTifornia^for many months. She " 
advised that she has never met Mr. GRIDER and she has no 
information regarding his whereabouts. Mrs. CO24B£ stated 
that ROSELEE GRIDER was last known to reside at 1510| North 
Lyon Street, Springfield, Missouri. /

On 5/15/68, a review of the record/ of the Los
Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles Sheriff's Office 
failed to reflect any record for "SAM MASSxn as being arrested 
in Los Angeles City or County forearmed’robbery in 1965 or 
1966. The records were further checked under the spelling 
MASSIE, MASSEY and MASSI with negative results.

LEADS

KANSAS CITY

AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI. Will locate and 
interview Mrs. ROSELEE GRIDER, 15lo| North Lyons Street, 
in an effort to locate LAWRENCE ALBERT GRIDER, her husband, 
who was in the Missouri State Penitentiary during the same 
period as JAMES EARL RAY, in order that he may be interviewed 
regarding any information he may have pertaining to RAY.

ST. LOUIS

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. Will locate and inter-
view Mrs. TOM LEA MC WlIK, 4331 A Lafayette Street, 
in an effort to locate DAVID DON MC FARLIN, hef husband, 
who was in the Missouri State Penitentiary during the 
same period as JAMES EARL RAY, in order that he may be 
interviewed regarding any information he may have pertaining 
to RAY. ‘

3 ~
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FD-36 (R*v. 12-13-56)

F B I

Date: 5/16/68

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
■ (Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and receiving
Offices, is a self-explanatory investigative insert concerning 
an interview with JAMES WAUiACE^/an inmate at the Missouri 
State Penitentiary J^MSPy. ~"

It is to bp noted that WALLACE stated he saw subject
with JAMES L. OWENg/in St. Louis during the Summer of 1967. 
Also encIoseFSa photograph of JAMES L. OWENS taken at the 
MSP.

The following is a description of JAMES IAOMA OWENS 
as it appeared in the MSP records:

Inmate #
Race 
Sex 
Born

00184 
White 
Male

Height 
Weight
Hair 
Eyes

5*4” 
149 lbs 
Brown 
Blue

at Elvins, Mo

3 - Bureau (Encs. 2)
2 - Atlanta (Encs. 2)
2 - Birmingham (Encs. 2)
2 - Chicago (Encs. 2)
2 - Los Angeles (Encs. 2)

<22- Memphis (Encs. 2)\U/
2 - New Orleans (Encs. 2) \
2 - St4 Louis (Encs. 2)
2 - Springfield (Encs. 2)
2 - Kansas City
RBH:ak 
(21)

Approved:  Sent M Per -- ------ , __
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760

Complexion 
Build 
Shoe size 
Occupation

Medium 
Stocky 
10} 
Barber,

2
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RAL DURRAU C

1-BU

is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE HNGERPRNTS.

Director

HON

Ths following FBI record, NUMBER
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WnbRi
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE

being possibly identical wirn subject of this record,

CONTRIBUTOR Of
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED . CHARGE DISPOSITION

FBI Robert Wayne inquiry
Chicago Ill Phillips 5-13-68

CHIS PAGE SHOULD YOT BE DUGeminated outside 1 FBI.
NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative loans asNotations indicated by ’

John Edgar Hoover
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MIW. c p.!?^ A RT PA KM^
Sm' r^B it r’T. t *. § 5 v o G 5 'J S

sAU 07 INVEST
Lrivn, MX. .iv.

The following FBI record, NUMBER 744 229 C . is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONI
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Director
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FD-35 (Rev, 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 5/17/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
( Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND SACS, ST. LOUIS, CHICAGO, AND_
SAN FRANCISCO

- FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ( £ PP)

MURKIN. /Z

RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE MAY SIXTEEN LAST AND CHICAGO TELETYPE 

MAY SEVENTEEN INSTANT. / /

FOR INFO SAN FRANCISCO, BLACKIE DE COREL ALLEGEDLY ASSOCIATE 

OF RAY. DE CORE SERVED TIME MENARD PRISON, CHESTER, ILLINOIS.

MENARD PRISON RECORDS REFLECT ANDREW WILSON DE CORE,^AKA 

DE CORA AND BLACKIE DE CORE, MENARD NUMBER TWO THREE FOUR ONE 

FIVE, RECEIVED MENARD PRISON JUNS FIFTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE, 

ON TRANSFER FROM JOLIET, ILLINOIS, PRISON TO SERVE SENTENCE OF 

ONE TO TWENTY YEARS FOR ROBBERY. DE CORE PAROLED JUNE FIFTEEN, 

NINETEEN FIFTYNINE, TO REV. JAMES WINENEGAR, ST. LOUIS RESCUE 

MISSION, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. RETURNED AS PAROLE VIOLATOR TO 

MENARD, JULY NINETEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY. PAROLED JANUARY FIFTEEN,

NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, TO BAPTIST RESCUE MISSION, COLLINSVILLE

AVENUE, EAST ST. LOUIS,’ ILLINOIS. RETURNED TO MENARD AS PAROLE

1 - Springfield
- Bureau (AM)
- Memphis (AM)

SEARCHED-

SERIALIZED.

INDEXED. 
FILED-/

MAY 2 0196? 
) FBI — MEMPHIS

Approved: 4 Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in _________________________________________________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO.

VIOLATOR, MAY WENTYEIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE. DISCHARGED UPON 

EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE, DECEMBER TWENTY, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX. UPON 

DISCHARGE, EXPRESSED INTENTION OF GOING TO SISTER-S RESIDENCE, 

MRS. YALANDA DI CASOLA AND HUSBAND, VINCENT, THREE SEVEN FIVE 

FIVE FIVE GLENMORE DRIVE, FREEMONT, CALIFORNIA. OTHER FRIENDS 

AND RELATIVES CONTAINED IN PRISON RECORDS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

BROTHER, ANTHONY DE CORE, SEVEN ONE THREE SOUTH CLAREMONT, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, OR ONE NINE THREE EIGHT NORTH SEVENTEENTH, 

MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS.

SISTER, MRS. MARTHA BUTTITTO, HUSBAND BENNIE, NINE TWO 

FOUR ONE NORTH MAPLE COURT, MORTON GROVE, ILLINOIS.

SISTER, NANCY COSENTINO, FIVE ZERO TWO EAST MEMORIAL, 

BENSONVILLE, ILLINOIS.

NIECE , MRS . GEORGE ROGERS , TWO ZERO TWO ZERO NORTH LE CLARE, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

COUSIN, PAT COLLESE, ONE SIX FOUR ONE NORTH LATROBE, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

FIANCE, MISS HELEN HARE, THREE ZERO TWO ZERO WEST MADISON, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

BROTHERS, HARRY DE CORE AND NICK DE CORE, ADDRESSES UNKNOWN.

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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• Date: . j

Transmit the following in ------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- - ----J
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via
(Priority)

PAGE THREE.

FRIEND, MISS MARY SAWYER, CITY HOSPITAL NUMBER ONE, 

ONE FIVE ONE FIVE LAFAYETTE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.

SAN FRANCISCO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE DE CORE THROUGH SISTER

AT FREEMONT, CALIFORNIA, AND INTERVIEW RE ASSOCIATION WITH RAY

CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, AND SPRINGFIELD CONDUCT SAME 

INVESTIGATION RE INDIVIDUALS RESIDING IN THEIR DIVISIONS.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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: ifexleo for i tamiper t# «wa any preparty. - Mo MM # th# ; 
practice of ^eatiita MperO” through which a fcreigaar by < . 
paying a fee eoiM y««o|vo peraiiosim frem the Mexi^ ' 
GovOrwmt ta osi o mn |IAm|^U*^l#^

; orty ox a mall oale lA MexioOt Mo aoitioBoO Iww it was aa

Mexico #iic« ere* 
/ ebtalR "Beatlsta ijtas^ :

Paper#".

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)TO

SPRINGFIELD (44-561)FRO P

subject: murkin

Re Birmingham teletype to Bureau

armed robbery charge
he was relea ed on

SANDERS advised that he never became

employed by the firm of E

SANDERS concluded by stating that when national

were at the Missouri State

.INDEXED-EARCHED.

Loyis (Info FBI — MEMPHIS,

gulanyBuy U.S. Savings Bon

acquainted 
the time he

never known RAY while both 
Penitentiary,

Wood River 
time.

and ROBERT C 
at 137 East

^Z- Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Springfield (44-561) 
RCH:ras 
(7)

SANDERS stated that he was incarcerated in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,

said that he then came to Wood River, Illinois, where he 
has been working on construction at the Shell Oil Company

HAINES, interviewed MILLIARD ALLEN 
Acton Street, Wood River, Illinois

On 5-1-68, SA’s FRANK E, CORN

5- -68

said that upon parole he went to Gadsden, 
lived and worked for approximately 18 months $ 
to Camden, South Carolina, where he was

with or had knowledge of J^KES EARL_RAY uring

on 1-20-52, upon conviction of an 
at St, Joseph, Missouri, He said 
parole on 9-1-64.

Plant in Wood River, He said that he arrived in 
in 7-67 and has resided in Wood River since that

DUPONT for 9 months. SANDERS

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1802 EDITION
GSA FFMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

publicity was released concerning the identification of 
JAMES EARL RAY, he viewed photographs appearing on tele­
vision and in the news media and determined that he had

date: 5-16-68

SANDERS 
Alabama, where he 
that he then went

1 - Chicago (Info)
1 - Kansas City (Info) MAY 2 0 1968

Memorandum

was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary. He 
said that while he was in the penitentiary, he worked at 
several trades and that the last two jobs he had in the 
penitentiary had to do with the sewing machine mechanical 
section and that the last job he had was a halltender from 
1963 to 1964.

5010-108

SERIALIZED—6—FILED.
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Date: 5/17/68

Transmit the following in __________________________________ _________ !
(Type in plaintext or c,ode) ’

Via
AIRTEL

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC, DETROIT (44-989)

SUBJECT MURKIN
RM

Re St, Louis airtel toZbureau, dated 4/30/68, and 
Jackson teletype to Bureau, daZed 4/24/68.

Re ROBERT BOS HERS' (Phonetic BOSSIERX

On 5/13/68 Mrs. MERCENE GAUT, Clerk, Office 
Services, State Prison of Southern Michigan, advised SA 
CHARLES G. FEHR that an extensive search of her files 
failed to indicate any record identifiable with ROBERT 
BOSHERS or BOSSIER as ever being incarcerated in the 
State Prison System. She was also unable to find any 
indication that BOSHERS was wanted by the Michigan Corrections 
Commission. .

3 - Bureau (RM)
1 - Jackson (157-9586) (Info) (RM)
L - Kansas City (RM) (Info)
11- Memphis (44-1987) (RM) (Info)
T - Oklahoma City (Info) (RM)
1- St. Louis (44-775) (Info) (RM)
2 - Detroit
WJH/cmt

Approved:  Sent Per _ __________________ .
Special Agent in Charge
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FSOM

MURKO

Louis and Memphisto the Bureau 
p.m.

h The investigation requested of the Chicago Office
has already been conducted and results thereof set forth

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Bureau
Memphis (44*1987)
St. Louis (44-775)
Chicago

in Chicago teletype 
dated 5/10/68, 5:13

rie Bureau airteXto Chicago, et al, dated 5/16/68

Referenced aix’tel set forth in format ion, concerning 
^^MtJMMLlM^  ̂ of a $50,000 bank M^^F in
a^Bouthern state iff the Chicago "Tribune" on or about 
6/23 - 24/67.

SEARCHED________ INDEXED.
SERIALIZED/-. FILED___ 5 

jw 2 0 1968 

/yTBI — MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI KAN CITY

1119 AM URGENT 5/20/68 PHM

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 IP

MURK IN

INMATE JAMES WALL ACE ^MSP, RE INTE RVIE WED AND ADVISED THAT HE

DID NOT WANT TO GET INVOLVED HE IS SORRY HE EVER SAID ANYTHING 

TO THE FBI, BUT STATED THAT HE GREW UP IN THE SOUTH SIDE OF 

ST. LOUIS WITH OWENS, KNEW HIM SINCE HEXAS APPROXIMATELY 

FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND THAT HISWAS AT THE BANK WITH HIM 

AND HER NAME IS BETTY W. WALLAC^AND SHE REPORTEDLY RESIDES AT 

TEN THIRTY ONE LYNCH, ST. LOUIS. WALLACE AGAIN STATED THAT HE IS 

CERTAIN IT WAS THE SUMMER OF SIXTYSEVEN AND NOT ANY TIME PREVIOUS.

RICHARD Z. MNENARD, CURRENTLY INCARCERATED USP-LEAVENWORTH, 

KS., ADVISED THAT SUBJECT’S CLOSEST FRIEND AT MSP WAS A CARL 

DRAKE.^/HE HAS BEEN RELEASED AND IS CURRENTLY RESIDING AT TWENTYSIX 

THIRTY FOUR ST. VINCENT, ST. LOUIS, MO.

ST. LOUIS, INTERVIEW CARL DRAKE FOR ANY INFO HE MAY HAVE ,

ARMED AND DANGEROU

F3I MEMPHIS
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MEMPHIS
FBI ST LOUIS $

340 PM IRGENT 5-20-SS MP3

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY (44-760) AND MEMPHIS

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775) 2-P

I StRIAllZED.^Jlut,/P ^- 
MURKIN. MAY 2 0 1968

L MEMPHIS

REKCTEL, MAY SIXTEEN, ^AST.

IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD/FORMER INMATE, MSP, ADVISED WAS NOT 

ACQUAINTED WITH JAMES EARL RAY WHILE INCARCERATED MSP. ON BASIS 

OF NAME AND PHOTO HE BELIEVES R^Y IS IDENTICAL TO AN INDIVIDUAL 

WHO WORKED WITH RALPH RENFRO FOOR SHORT PERIOD IN LATE FIFTIES AT 

JOPLIN, MO. RENFRO CARRIED ON FURNACE AND HEATING BUSINESS AND 

WOULD ALSO QUOTE FINGER UNQUOTE RESIDENCES AND BUSINESS 

ESTABLISHMENTS IN JOPLIN AREA. ON PRETEXT OF FREE INSPECTION OF <

PREMISES, RAY WOULD GAIN ENTRANCE TO CASE ESTABLISHMENT FOR

POSSIBLE ROBBERY OR BURGLARY OR IF OWNER WAS GULLIBLE WOULD

ATTEMPT TO SELL A NEW HEATING OUTFIT. AS OF EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO

RENFRO WORKING AT INDEPENDENT OIL COMPANY SERVICE STATION ON

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TW 0 SL 44-775

SOURCE OF ABOVE INFO

KANSAS CITY AT JOPLIN

BACKGROUND

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

TWENTIETH ST.,

ST. UNDERWOOD

-A'

JOPLIN, MO. AND HANGS OUT AT ELMER’S BAR, MAIN

WITH RENFRO, WHO IS W/M, AGE

IDENTITY BE CONCEALED AS THE

AND DETERMINE IF HE EMPLOYED

THROUGH THEIR MUTUAL ASSOCIATION

FORTYTWO. UNDERWOOD WISHES HIS

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE RALPH RENFRO

RAY AND HIS KNOWLEDGE OF HIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

MURK IN

AST ADVISED SUBJECT

OTHE R PRISONERS

ADVISED

DRUG SALES AND

FOR A PERCE NT AG

MENARD

2P

HAVE THE

KS

LAST

USP LEAVENWORTH RICHARD 1

UNDER EARNINGS DR OR CR

AND DRUaS ALSO ONE

WITHDRAWAL COLUMN PRISONERS INTERVIEWED IN

MEMPHIS

WO DOLLARS LOANED INMATE

PM1229 URGENT 5/20/68 PHM

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760

RE MEMPHIS TEL MAY SIXTEEN

INFO RECEIVED MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP) SUBJECT

EARNED ANYWHERE FROM ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS TO TWELVE

DOLLARS PER MONTH WORKING IN PRISON BAKERY ON PAGES SEVENTYNINE

THROUGH EIGHTYFOUR OF KANSAS CITY REPORT SHOWS EARNINGS IN COLUMNS

OTHER MONIES DEPOSITED BY INMATES WERE

UNDER CASH CREDIT COLUMN AND WITHDRAWALS BY INMATES UNDER ■

EARNED MONEY IN PRISON BOTH BY SELLING 3

INMATE ADVISED RAY WOULD LOAN MONEY

GETTING BACK THREE DOLLARS FOR EVE]

ME NA Ri FELT RAY COULD MAKE

AN AVERAGE OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS PER MONTH FROM

GUARDS TAKE MONEY OUT OF PRISON FOR HIM

WOULD NOT ELABORATE 01
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the only person she could recall receiving telephone 
calls from at Portageville, Missouri, was GEKE LA FONTE 
who operates a service station and who has been asking 
her for dates.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

It was determined that Blytheville telephone 
number 763-9616 is a pay phone, this being the telephone 
to which the call to West Memphis, Arkansas, was allegedly 
charged.




