
CG 44-1114

inmates doing lengthier sentences. According to FI^HKB, 
RAY was quite friendly with a WARREN RAY, who was not a 
relation, and who,was doing approximately 65 years and 
must still be in/the penitentiary. FISHER said that 
JIM BRAINY, a/Lifer, also was friendly with RAY though 
'be does hot~p?now to what extent.

No leads are being set forth to interview BRADLEY 
since he has already been interviewed, nor WARREN RAY since 
it appears that WARREN RAY isxindoubtedly identical wit? 
RAY EUGENE WARREN anS/ffloWtion concerning both of 
these Inmates was set forth in Kansas City report of 
5/15/68. Z

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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f D-36 {Rev. 12-xJ46,

F B I

Date: 5/29/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-133)(P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
00: Memphis

regarding
Re Jacksonville airtel to the Bureau dated 5/22/68, 
allegedZoffer of $100,000.00 by White Knights of the

ING, JR.
anyoneissippi

Enclosed for Little Rock is one copy each of Dallas 
airtel to the Bureau, 6/6/67; Kansas City airtel to the Bureau, 
7/21/67; Dallas airtel to the Bureau,' 5/1/68, and Jacksonville 
airtel to the Bureau, 5/22/68, which are background information.

On 5/27/68, EDWARD J. PRESTQ
Nevada, advised SA NORMAN M. STONE hr

1565 Sharon Way, Reno, 
a partner in Safety

Auto Control, Inc*, which recently moved to 865 Marrietta Way, 
Sparks, Nevada. He said DONALD JAMESNISSEg< is unknown to him 
and has never been employed by tha t “compatay which has only been 
in existance about one year.

PRESTON states his company manufactures an auto safety 
product which is sold nationally. He said his company does not 
handle any of the sales of this product, noting all sales are” 
handled exclusively by Allstate Safety Control, Inc., Room 201, 
Tanglewood,Office Building, 7509 Cantrell Road, Little Rock ; 
Arkansas. He said if NISSEN was selling this auto safety part, he 
would be employed y Allstate Safety Control, Inc. He suggested 
ROBERT SPEARS, teenager, of that company be contacted .V^^^^^J^Vi-1^X3

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
1 - Jackson
1 - Jacksonville (44-769) 

- Little Rock (enc. 4) 
- Memphis (44-1986)

2 - Las Vegas
NMS:kah

MAY
FBI — MEMPHIS

SEARCHED— 

SERIALIZED..
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LV 157-133

LEAD:

LITTLE ROCK

AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

Contact ROBERT SPEARS, Manager, Allstate Safety Control 
Inc., Tanglewood Office Building, Rodu 201, 7509 Cantrell Road, 
in an effort to locate DONALD JAMES NISSEN.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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FEI SPRNGFLD

5256^1 URGENT 4/26/6? MAL

Tf DIRECTOR, FBI, MIAMI,

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

AND ST. LOUIS

(THREE PAGES).

MURKIN. OR.
M

FF ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUF, NINETEEN SIXTY 

EIGHT: SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TVENTYFIVS H^- 

TEEN SIXTY EIGHT. /

re p^JlL-^lZIIJ^ ^^ AKA*
FOP TEF P’rr^4TIDT OF THE ST. LnflS DIVISION, ONE 

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA ^OFFINE" COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA, GEORGIA, 

ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED 

WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS, ENDING 

SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHRFE, NINETEEN SIXTY’SIX, WHEN DOWDA RELEASED. 

DOWDA STATED RAY WAS COPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS AND WAS 
ADDICTED PRIOF. TO INCARCEf/tI ON. RAY USED AMPHFTIMINf. DOWDA 

STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY 

WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA 

CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TC SUPORT A 

THIRTYFIV* TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN 

TO TWENTY DOLLARS PEP WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THREE 

NFGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DENIAL OF "LACK 

END PAGE ONE
^ /^-f^^^.
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PAGE TWO

MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNEW WHO DID. 

DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD 

BE KILLED AND SAID RAY "ADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE 

WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. MWDA STATED RAY’S 

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL -ABBEY'(PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED^ 

DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOVDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL 

ABREY’S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABREY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COTT 

AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGERVFROM 
CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFF WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL 

LOCATED ABOVE Ml SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOVDA STATED RAY 

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA’S FATHER, 

CHARLES ALFRED DOVDA, FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT 

PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO COUTH CHANDLER STRFFT, DELAND, FLORIDA, 

DOVDA DENIES CONTACT IN ARY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA’S

RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA 

PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM 

BEACH, FLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOVDA SAW LAIL FARLY 

MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOVDA HAS NO IDEA 

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA.

END PAGE TWO
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FA'^ THREE

A REVIEW PF SPRINGFIELD FILES PE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL 

REFLECTED HI!* AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE 

OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOW^;

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR, AKA

PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE 

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF nRTH 

JU^’E. THIRTv NINETEEN THIRTY, AT MAPION, NORTH CAROLINA, FIX ^rr-T 

FIVE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER, 

ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIC REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNISH 

INFORMATION ^F VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT LAIL MAY PF LOCATE? 

AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT.’
THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD of LAIL

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTED 

OFFICES.

END

GRXXX

GFH 

FBI WASH DC
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FX 44-371
ME 44-1987
CMD/gle

1

ACQUAINTANCE OF RAY

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WALTER E. PETERS: /

On May 6, 1968, ALFRED Mo DEBAKEY,/inmate, U. S. 
Marshal's Detention Center, Florence, Arizona, advised that 
he had written a letter to Mrs. ROBERT H. BRYANT, 3189 Crump 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, whom he identified as his sister. 
He advised that he had served time with JAMES EARL RAY at 
the Missouri State Penitentiary from February, 1965, to 
July, 1966. He advised that RAY was on the same floor but 
a different wing and that while he was at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, RAY operated 
the prison store and (first name unknown) CURTIS was a de­
livery boy for RAY. DEBAKEY identified CURTIS as being 
the same man who recently was interviewed and furnished 
information concerning RAY in Georgia.

DEBAKEY advised that he had never known RAY prior 
to their meeting in the MSP at Jefferson City and further 
stated that he has not seen nor heard of RAY since his, 
DEBAKEY's, release in July, 1966. He advised that his as­
sociation with RAY consisted of being a customer in the 
prison store, talking to RAY in the prison yard and play­
ing baseball with RAY. DEBAKEY believed that he would make 
bond when he was returned to Tampa, Florida, and if he does 
make bond, he wanted to have the information concerning 
RAY available in the event he should run into RAY.

It will be noted that ALFRED M. DEBAKEY is the 
subject of a case entitled "ALFORD MALICK DE BAKEY, also 
known as, CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION - FRAUDULENT 
CHECKS," Phoenix file 70-3760. DEBAKEY is described as 
white, male, American, born Blythesville,
Arkansas, 5’ 9", 150 pounds, black hair, brown eyes, slen­
der build. His criminal record consists of the following:

El Reno Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, 
1955-1956; charge - Bogus checks
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ME 44-1987
CMD/gle

2

Terre Haute Penitentiary, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
1958-1961; bogus checks

U. So Federal Hospital, Springfield, Missouri, 
September, 1958

MSP, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1965-1966

Concerning the incarceration at Springfield, Mis­
souri, DEBAKEY advised that this incarceration was part 
of his incarceration at Terre Haute and that while there 
he was certified as a psychotic.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/29/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

MURKIN

Ex-convict JAMES I. fiWX reinterviewed at his 
present residence, TaIIid^a7-IIa77' «hd following is synopsis 
of additional information obtained:

BROWN was shown all available photos of JAMES EA&L 
RAY and picked out photo taken at bartending school as one 
most resembling MAY. Concerning other photo taken of RAY In 
California in January or February, 1968, BROWN said this 
did not resemble BAY* but did strongly resemble a person who 
came to a gas station where BROWN worked in June, 1967, In 
Reform, Ala. This person was driving a late-model red Mustang, 
and was accompanied by two white males, one being an ex-convict 
from the Missouri State Pen, FNU ALLiy, other unknown to 
BROWN. BROWN had no con versa tlon^ilV^ of Mustang, but
ALLEN, whoa BROWN had known la the pen, told BROWN that be 
and his two friends wore going to Tuscaloosa, Ala., from 
Columbus, Ga. ALLEN had been released from pen few months 
before BMW (June, 1965.) BROWN claimed he had seen ALLEN 
and RAY in conversations in the pen on several occasions and 
that BROWN was positive that ALLEN and BROWN knew each other.

3 - Bureau
2 - Kansas City (44-760) 

CO Memphis (44-1987)
2 - St. Louis (44-775)
2 - Birmingham
RMB:mfl
(IX)
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BH 44*1743

BROWN claimed that A WEN was considered to be a "stool pigeon" 
Inside the pen. ALLEN came from Kennett, Mo., and had been 
convicted of robbery. BROWN claimed that RAY was living in 
F fUll when BROWN met him through JOHNNY VELANTI, and that 
AWW also lived in F Hall. (Review of Kansas City report 
dated 5/15/38 fails to indicate that RAT ever lived in F Ball; 
however, it is noted that in St. louis report of 3/10/68, 
VELANTI claimed that RAY did live in F Hall.)

BROWN claimed the information he was furnishing 
concerned JAMBS EARL RAY and he did not have him confused 
with any prisoners with similar names such as JAMES RAYE 
Cas claimed by VELANTI) or JAMES WRAY.

BROWN claimed that VELANTI once said he, VELANTI, 
could get along in Mexico if he ever got there, and that he, 
VELANTI, would go to some small town past Mexico City to 
hide out, if ho ever escaped. VELANTI named the town, but 
BROWN can notrecall name. This claim was made in presence 
of RAY. VALENTI also claimed he had run off from an orphans* 
home at the age of 14, and was later "taken in" and raised 
by a Sheriff. VELANTI then became involved in allowing the 
escape of several prisoners being held by this Sheriff in 
Louisiana. Because of their close association in the pen, 
BROWN said it was most likely that RAY and VELANTI would 
get together outside.

BROWN continued to claim he had no knowledge of any
convict organisation in the pen, but it appeared to interview­
ing agents that he was possibly withholding information 
when pressed on this point. He said there were several 
poker games operated by certain convicts and that some 
others took bets on sporting events. One of these was JOHNNIE

KE’*
ASHE. BROWN claimed he had seen JOHNSON and RAY in several 
SSSVer sat ions together and that RAY usually always played

j<;#>

BROWN identified one "SLICK" STWHAM (ph) as a 
poker game operator who also was used fo colleqt gambling 
debts inside the pen.

BROWN identified his closest friends in the pen 
as DONALDCOX fyoa St. Louis, who left in 1963 after serving

2
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BB 44-1740

five years on robbery convict ion; CHEST&CNHLEY (ph) frow 
St. Louie, who is still confined; CHAH1O_LA»SQN^ St.
Lovis, who was released la 1965 after serving assault sentence 
and WALTO STRAKEY, who is now believed to be in the Texas
State Pen.

LEAB9

ST. LOUIS:

at_$1XJ0B^^
Re interview JOHNNIE VELANTI, as to his association

VMLANTI as furnished by BROWN. Obtain further identification 
of JAKES HAYE and/or JAKES WRAY, from VELANTI. From VELANTI 
ascertain what hall HAY resided in during VELANTI*# associ­
ation with hits. Ascertain if he knew BAY to work as a "walk
boy** in any hall; if he knew HAY to participate In poker gasses 
and, if so, who operated the gaa^ and if HAY ever bet on any 
sporting events, and, if so, with whom. Ascertain if 
VELANTI•» wife was injured in the same accident in which 
VELANTI’s oldest child was killed, as claimed by BBOWN. 
Identify place in Mexico where VELANTI claimed he could go 
to and hide and get along with the people.

Upon identification of FNU ALLO from Kennett, Bo., 
will locate and interview ALLW as to his knowledge of BAY 
and the Identities of the two persons with him in the red 
Bustang In June, 1967, in Collums, Ga.

wmicm:
^jIIZDBiS^^
Will identify the persons identified by SHOWN as 

his closest friends in the pen and set out leads to have then 
interviewed as to the veracity of EKiOWN, their knowledge of 
his association with VELANTI and/or RAY, their knowledge of 
any convict organization in the pen.

Will ascertain
JOHNNIE JOHNSON and have

identity of "SLICK" STEDHAM and 
them located and interviewed as to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BB 44-1740

their knowledge of BAY, his gambling habits, and their as­
sociation with him, if any. Will determine If JOHNSON and 
BOBBY ASHE are related.

Will identify MW ALUKW from Kennett, Mo., and 
set out lead to have located and interviewed per information 
furnished by WWW.

Will review records of WWW for any information 
as to his stability, reliability and veracity. Will furnish 
photos of all persons identified by WWW, as set out above, 
to be used in reinterview of BMBI, if deested appropriate



6/3/68

AIRTEL AIM MAIL

TO# DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38361)

FROM# SAC, LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) (P)

SUBJECT# MURKIN

00; MB \ / ^' / ^ ^ i

RE# DOMAIN JAMSSJTO V
Re Las vegas airtel to Bureau, 5/29/68.

MT. ROBERT SPEARS, All State Safety Control Inc., 
7509 Cantrell Road, Little Rock, Ark,, advised on 6/3/68 that 
the we DONALD JAMES NISSEN is not familiar to him and, 
after a check of his records, advised that HISSES is not 
employed by him. He had no suggestion as to the possible 
whereabouts of NISSEN.

3 - Bureau
2j- Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Jackson (Info)
1 - Jacksonville (44-769) (Info)
1 - Las Vegas (157-133) (Info)
2 - Little Rock
LJM/je^
(10)

Wk^040M-WS
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6/4/68

TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT

URGENT

DIRECTOR 44-38861 (AIRMAIL) AND ST. LOUIS 44-775

KANSAS CITY 44-760

MURKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL TO THE BUREAU MAY TWENTYNINE LAST.

INVESTIGATION AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON 

CITY, MO., THROUGH MR. HARRY LAUF, RECORDS OFFICE, ON JUNE FOUR 
INSTANT, REVEALED THAT THE DONALD COX^EFERRED TO IN REAIRTEL 

IS DONALDG. COX,i/MSP NO. ZERO ZERO EIGHT THREE EIGHT, FBI NO. 

SIX THREE SIX ONE EIGHT SEVEN A, WHO WAS RECEIVED AT MSP JUNE 

THREE, SIXTY, FROM ST. LOUIS ON A CHARGE OF ROBBERY FIRST 

DEGREE TO SERVE A SIX-YEAR SENTENCE AND WHO WAS DISCHARGED 

AUG. TWENTYFIVE, SIXTYTHREE. HE LISTED THE FOLLOWING 

RELATIVES: WIFE - DEANNA COX,./THREE FIVE SIX EIGHT THERESA, 

ST. ANNS, MO.; SISTER - MRS. DORIS WATSON, FIGHT FOUR FOUR 

HARLAN AVE.,SLMO; AUNT AND UNCLE - MR^ANDJ^^^^ 

NINE THREE ONE HARLAN AVE., SLMO; AUNT AND UNCLE - MR. AND MRS. 

G. W. HIGGENBOTHAM, ONE THREE ZERO FOUR DILLION DR., SLMO.

X Bureau (AM)
2 Memphis (44-1987)(AM)
T Kansas City 
THW:rmb 
(4)
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X RD-302 (Ro. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date.

BOBXKT DALE POSTEITwus Interview*! at the awridaa
County Jail, Sheridan, Wjroelng.

POKBES elated that he recalled J* 2ABL BAY very
veil static that He was la Jail with hi* on two separate
occasions. PQRT2B stated the* he van coati tied la the Missouri
State Peal tertiary frat July of 1961 to September of 1962, 
and again frat March of 1964 to Pecesabor of 1967. Ke stated 
that KAY was la the Missouri State Penitentiary when he first 
got there in July of 1961 and he know him from that time until 
the time of BAY*# escape which he believes was in about 
April of 1967. POSTER stated that while they wore not cell* 
mates, they were both assigned to the same walk and therefore 
did get to know each other rather shortly after his arrival 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary.

POKTEJR. stated that he was in maximum security at the 
time when MAY escaped, however, he did hear through the prison 
grapevine that KAY”wont out the front gate.” Be said he does 
not know whether BAY was wearing a uniform or civilian clothes 
at this time.

On

by.

MKIKB stated that he never made any statements 
such as an eas^guard had obtained a uniform used by MAY in his 
escape. He said that BAY was a friend of an es-guard by the 
na^e of JOSH STOUT, but that he doubted very seriously if 
STOUT would have provided the uniform, fie said that STOUT 
supplied amphotaninea to KAY and many others in the State 
Penitentiary, but doubted very -seriously if he could have 
provided a uniform. Bo said this because STOUT was assigned 
to duty at the honor farm which was outside the coal lues of 
the prison proper. Be stated that the guards were not allowed 
to carry packages into the prison and were STOUT to try to 
come into the prison with a uniform he would made to leave it 
at the prison laundry Just Inside the gates. Be did point 
out however, that there would be absolutely no problem at all 
for a convict to steal a uniform or a suit of civilian clothes 
from this prisma laundry. Be said that it was run entirely by 
convicts and that there was no guard in the laundry at all. 
Ke said that any convict in the yard woold have mocona—to-this—^

1 SERIALIZED^------FILED rQ- 

JUN 6 1968 
at fi 1 a « I . FBI-JEMPHIS

K^W- X2iert4air,^y«Efr^---------------- ~w^r5T^rrUZ^

f^J^I^^^___________________ Date dictated-J^/^

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

/y v&f-Mhe. ^
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laundry and there would be no problem at all for a convict 
to lift a uniform or a suit of clothes off one of the reeks 
and hide It where he could later get it*

With regard to STOUT, POSTER said that it was his 
belief that STOUT was requested to resign in about Karch or 
April of 1967, after he was "set up" by a convict, GEORGE 
RUSSELL. PORTER said that WSSFLL was trying to get in good 
with the prison authorities and made a deal with STOUT for 
his to take a watch of RUSSELL's out to a watch repair shop. 
Me demanded a receipt and whan STOUT gave RUSSELL a receipt 
for this watch, he, STOUT, turned it over to prison officials 
who thereafter req nested 87007*8 resignation, porter said that 
he does not believe that the prison authorities were ever aware 
of STOUT** activities with regard to supplying as^betanines 
and other barbitastes to the convicts, although he was probably 
the biggest operator in the prison.

POSTER said that it was his opinion that STOUT did 
not assist RAY in effecting his escape, tat feels quite certain 
that RAY, after escaping, would have looked up STOUT for assistance

POSTER said that other workers in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary who supplied the convicts with amphetamines and 
did other favors for them, were (FW) WRITE, a Megro kitchen 
steward and (FEU) SHEPPARD, also a kitchen steward.

With regard to his recollections of RAY, PORTER 
said that he was a very quiet san who did not associate with 
aanyof the convicts. Ha said that he has known RAY on occasion 
to use amphetamines, tat never saw him use any narcotics. Re 
said that RAY never discussed with bin or to his knowledge, 
anyone else, his plans for as escape and said that on one or 
two prior unsuccessful escape at ton pts, even his co-workers 
were not aware of his plans. Be said that undoubtedly RAY'® 
best Mends in the Missouri State Penitentiary one WEIL AMT. 
Be said that he thought that AEST had Just been released from 
the Xteouri State Penitentiary and is presently in the Cole 
County Mil, Jefferson City, Missouri, fighting extradition 
to Texas on another charge.

The following description of PORTER was obtained 
through observation and interview:
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Nawe:
Wt:
Sex:
MB:
Height:
Wight:
lyes;
Bair:
Occupation:
lieeideece:

ROBERT BALE POBTER 
White

72 inches
175 pounds
Blue
Brown
Laborer
103} East Brener, 
Wawriy, low®
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v. AIRTEL AIRMAIL

FBI

Date: v 6/4/68

Transmit the following in __________________ ____________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
1

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, DENVER (157-203) (P)

RE: MURKIN

Re Omaha teletype to Director

Enclosed herewith for Memphis
Kansas City 2 copies' of an FD-302 reflec 
ROBERT DALE PORTER’\at Sheridan, Wyoming,

/^)- Memphis (Encl. 7) 7?^ ? ^'  ̂
z - Kansas City (Encl. 2)^^// Zc

2 - Denver
GMM: bjc
(6)

5/28/68.

are 7 copies and 
sting interview of 

on May 29, 1968.

^

SEARCHED^—-JNDEXED^—
SERIALIZED__^_ni£D_A——

JUN 6 1968" 
✓ FBI-MEMPHIS Az
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WFO 44-703

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

During the period April 5. 1968, to May 31, 1968, 
the Washington Field Office has maintained contact vrith 
Criminal Informants, Security Informants, Racial Informants, 
Sources of Information, Confidential Sources, and Potential 
Informants for any information concerning the murder of Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. To date such contacts hayenot 
developed any positive information, except that VZr 1651-C 
on 5/10/68, reported that one BUBBLE-EYE MASON rad allegedly 
been in prison with JAMES EARL RAY and knew of a hideout 
used by RAY in Mexico. Investigation by WFO has identified 
MASON as WARDELL HICKS.'/HICKS during interview denied 
ever serving time with RAY, knowing RAY, or having any 
knowledge concerning RAY.

Results of contacts with negative information 
are being maintained in WFO files.
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WFO 44-703
RWD:rwd 
1

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. /

A source advised on May 10, 1968, that in barroom 
conversation overheard concerning JAMES EARL RAY, that one 
BUBBLE-EYE MASON/who had done time with RAY and is 
allegedly a friend of RAY, had knowledge of a hideout used 
by RAY in Mexico. Furthermore, Mason reportedly said RAY 
was aware of a contract out on Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
prior to the time RAY escaped from prison and that RAY had 
talked of collecting the contract.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1fi62 EDITION j^B
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, 1-SMiIS (44-1987) date: 6/6/68

: SAC, WFO (44-703) (?)

sO^eVc: murkin /

Re BUBBLE-EYE MASON^Z

Re UFO airtel to BA 5/10/68; BA airtel to UFO 
5/15/68.

Enclosed for Memphis are 15 copies each of one 
IRF, one administrative page, and one report insert.

^ - Memphis
1 - WO
RUD
(3)

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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?*t

•w obaorvad 0014 ar lf BRIDGBUM ha# ady daaarlptiva data 
regarding GUX to onablo Xoa Angola* tt loaata and interOiaw

i^l£l»^^ r«r *^3£1£8 la MMi photograph 
GB5RGB GHX t$ display toJWII»B>UKo ^^^^ ^^ ;;4> •#2 <
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AT TULSA, AXL/., FOR . ■ . .'' AND AAA TO BE PROSECUTED

BY. tCT X T 3 x 0 , : L . ' X . . F {TH

■ x ■ AL - T : NOV * ■ • . , • ; X' ’ , 3 [ . .

' STATE LOOP IT AL, VENITA, . r., FOR ' ’ 0 ^ 'YD

3BSERVATIO . ; RECORDS COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATIQ

T.

OKLA. CITY, -T IXL , OKLA., ATTEMPT TO LOCATE PLISEH 

JUT ’ 00 S I 00 A D I 01 . / HIE ' 3- ' & LI : 00 . BY .
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powder In injected in solution in the human body.

ABBY stated RAY kept to himself a great deal and 
did notattempt to noddle in other peoples' business. The 
only innate with when BAY was apparently associated to any 
degree, was a nan, name not recalled, 50 years old or sore, 
who got caught with bullets in his pocket and was sent to 
an isolation ward as a result. ABBY recalled that one one 
occasion, RAY had an innate named GRUB beaten up by two 
other inmates because of non payment to BAY for amphetamine 
powder. One of the inmates who beat GBBBM up was recalled 
as (first name unknown) WARKfEorm Kansas City. ABBY mentioned 
that one KAMI* HARRIS, a Megro "kingpin" from St. Louis, sold 
amphetamine powder to Megroes and was believed to hare 
known BAY. He "recalled also one RABFH GBKRTOM would possibly 
have known BAY, but not intimately.

. The only relative BAY ever spoke of was a brother in 
St. Louis who was apparently a middle man for money paid 
by real tires and friends of inmates for amphetamine powder. 
This was a dadevious device by which persons on the outside 
would pay for the powder oom^d behalf of their relatives 
and friends. RAY'S brother, in turn, was believed to have 
burned the money over to a lawyer who was trying to get an 
appeal en BAY'S robbery conviction. AMBY believed RAY'S 
brother was undoubtedly in the hoodlum element.

ABBY recalled BAY as having the general appearance, 
except for hair, of the IMO photos of BAY which appear on 
the FBI Identification Order Mo. 41S2. Ke said BAY normally 
were his hair medium length, possibly with a part which was 
believed on the loft side. ABBY stated he would not have 
recognised BAY from a stand up photo which appeared in some 
newspapers and would not have recognised him from a IMS 
photo of BAY under the name of BRIC STARVO GALT. This name 
is unknown to ABBY.

ABBY described RAY as having a normally modulated 
voice, possibly having a midwestern accent. Ke said BAY 
had clean personal habits, did not use profanity or vulgar 
language to any marked degree, is likely a good dresser, and 
would likely have the general appearance of a businessman 
on the outside. Ke said it appeared to him RAY probably has 
a high school education.

ABBY said RAY was not recalled to have had any special
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& 44-2*49

1

interest or to have ever consented regarding Regress, »u 
Ilex Klan, his army service, sports, foreign travel* wanes 
friends, homosexuality, clubs, drinking, and the outside 
world in general* Re liked to ptdy poker and ADT considers 
ho was a good player* Be is not a braggart, is usually mild 
nannerod and eight appear timid to persons who do not knew 
hie well* AXKT has no knowledge that RAT had any interest 
An "hard narcotics**

»

pation as apparently arsed robbery, based on conversation, that 
ho would bo of the "hit and run* typo covering wide areas* 
Be said ho cannot conceive that RAT would have killed MART1M
Upnooi KDW except ter money* Be said since RAT was "on t 
las* he weald only he ashing far trouble to hare killed RII 4 ,

oxcdpt for money*

A1BT said ho doos not specifically recall anything 
unusual regarding RAT'S features er personal nervous habits

&

RAT will attempt to contact his, although RAT unquestionably 
know MBT was from the Ballas area* Re stated he expects 
to bo ^on the stoott* for a week or sore at best, but would 
cooperate if RAT Aould contact his or wbhOhhd other information 
of value cones to his attention*
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Kansas City, Missouri 

June 18, 1968

MURKIN

George Ben Edmondson, a former top ten fugitive who 
was captured" in Canada after eseaping from Missouri State 
Penitentiary, is currently incarcerated at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary, and during re•interview on June 14, 1968, he 
advised as follows:

It is much easier to obtain a passport in Canada 
than a drivers license* He said he is not familiar with 
contacts in Toronto, but is familiar with the procedure in 
Montreal* He advised that there is no difficulty in passing 
over to Canada from the United States* One method of securing 
a passport is toobtain it from a group of persons in Montreal ... 
for a fee* He stated he obtained his blanks fromjfyon Gadbois*/ 
Gadbois reportedly has numerous baptismal blanks""prfnfecT~ui5 
which are prepared by several printers, the identities of which 
he does not know* Edmondson stated that Gadbois is also engaged 
in the "dirty picture business", and perhaps light "dope" such 
as marijuana* He is the type of person Edmondson describes as 
a "hustler"* Edmondson advised that Gadbois has access to an 
official seal with which to stamp*validate the record* Edmond* 
son understands this is furnished through a sexton of the Saint 
Justine Church* Edmondson stated he was also told this sexton 
makes an entry in the church records to validate the record 
should any question arise, He said he doubts this, and it could 
be It was used as a "come along"*

Edmondson said that Gadbois fills out the 
record and puts a seal on it* If you do not know a

baptismal 
"guarantor"

he will provide the name of one and charges more money* The 
cost of a baptismal record runs from $25 to $150 depending on 
the amount of work Gadbois has to do* Edmondson said his record 
was applied for on Friday and it was furbished to him by Gadbois 
on the following Monday or Tuesday ready to be mailed for the
passport *

This document contains neither recommendations nopcond 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your a encyr it a 

Ira not to be distributed outside your agency.

WVvn
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1 < MdsondSan also advise# persons entering Canada in a 
fugitive Statu# Ilka to leave the Wilted States fro# a busy 
airport gush a# Kev York City, sad go to Montreal* He said 
custom# Mr# #b busy they sorely spot check certain passengers 
and de not ask for identification*

Mdsondson advised that the information be has was 
nicked up by his by reading regulations and other souse# and 
the system is not hard to understand.

Bdnendsea advised that Gadbols had several associates, 
fie said he set sees of these but did not know their names, fie 
said he recalled One "hustler^whp works with Gadbois by the ^ ^ 
name Of MajwllJlHeni^^ a# glia, who live# la -
Pierre Xondae; fiTwITmi person i# a fence operating an 
alleged appliance business and be is *real well connected" in 
Montreal, and can got about anything one would want in the way 
Of electric appliance# Which a^ stolen.: fie stated Marcell 
also traffic# in prostitution and nay handle a little ^

Another associate' of Gadboi# is Billjtaharaghvho 
is a photographer doseribed as about W tb bb year#, 5rf"-*S"p 
180 pounds, gray hair * balding, and who wears very thick 
glasses* Me deal# in "dirty pictures, pot; and generally •; 
hustles" for Gadbeis* Me said this nan is a "blatant hemo* ■ 
sexual*** ■

Another assess car dealer
Who 1# an East Indian, fie has been "rapped" in Montreal for 
"hot" ca##*^<;:h^ \

Edmndson raid he was arrested Md put ia Jall .t 
Ottawa* Qanada. Kure* 11 mm t® M* hi* and offered hi* a lot 
Of aervic** far a price. He wanted *350 and took care of .ms 
thing* f*r Kdrendaan^ He paid far another *1000 ha cauU get 
Idsradran released! but he Mat thi* Marage through M*ondsaa*s 
wlfe, a# th* prison Mthoritles would not let hi. rs-vi.it 
Kdncm<l*oa. EdModson advised be turned data the after of Hare*11 
•ad stated he WM departed an August 0, 1967. r Therefore, Hnraall 
would have had * visit with hi* between July 1 and Auguwt 9, 1967 
Bdaaad**n further advised h« wa, using the naae of Alex Bonas* 
while living in Canada.

^'Ox'lW ' xox;>^ S : ^' 
<-X.7<X./XX' " 3* 'XX"' : XXX X^'-Xv
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JCh Qi-iMi'tI^} ^Ub'lr
WflluA ftKJ ^ ^AeUy (^o v rj-t y'feM ij e ss e e

^/^esTut^ ,.......... Teo fie ol H*£e ofTcritl,

j^jA^iiZl^^^^Jlbib^
Q-owes Jou 1X^6^ ^me/tu Hl^e b e»N\ A -f-£ e b ' 

ve4erred-to AS ^tit^eh, AAl. ve^ect-Awll^ fy^e* 
this lUitataWe Covrt ^0 ^t o ^ v> c e Sa 14 ^-et it •Q ^ $■ ^ 

Al tVr c o^rt uyo^ b Ub\\ othwheA^Cab^u  ̂
-to ^ex-trfc^ or) behalf at .•(U <lete4Jft)Jt jtj -the 

^UoV e—fe-K^b^^A®^ C b* wil t4 AI CATC uh ? w U\2 tafe. 
Carnet oM -P^b iAfil 'A this "ber-M ot Qaoh*t_____  <

_X-1 vjovld Ve ^t**^l'C<'fli "to Jefe w<l fl-wt *^ Hy "j

-{ar ^et\t>o Aevto disclose ooh A*t te/tf/vio4 <^ peCiifo^eb j 
mj\\1 o-T^er »a lh»s cAStf \jw+ t*) All 4«lt-t4<fs -t* -th^ 

prosec-exbro^ i-t- $hou{<( Ue Sifited “t^W^ this ^ptitioile^ . 
uja5 ।<4fidverteiJt^ itW^MeJ »cil tUe 0£j AtiNft-harf ^H" ’ 
Tf«siie4t ObAd Fifclt^<i-flU k^o.Ufl^^y fidd '(tl<uj
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K?U^

^Vet^t iom e j- -further ^io r Mf ike GovaA + k«+ 

:k'7 ^eirt^* er At <uZ|eeteJ o-f h9^/d. tfi iVl 4 wjlebt" 
^^^ *̂ °P Aly Is ^ ^ Xflt. j -ef fH A^J i\j ^ur «eetlo ^

/J\tk SftrM R>J<1 -the ftffftfTi rtfrtiiivC h?reiMrtpo6e 
vieAjf/<j^c<J ^^-K+va r)Q.r Mort' r?r<?hVe i^t rA^k't -to 
^a Kt -ike Fi’Pik Pnne aj J rvi e M~t, Hrl I e/T^ o/ d>ovi^ 
k^f Q^^ fi^J oO?|' C^rt-r'* rt ot^f ^i^^r 7 

*A\1 C'j^Mftri't^e ikAi peii'i’/orJeh uhU fjut b* 
s^^seteJ "to 'pv'dfeevti’o d m a- t-e/uli o£ fit\)ij 
AmJ ft^ ief-WYM j m m Gw$^ »u ik*f c^xe ^jjA 
A CmMiUa\ CuftrG jjfuJ^^ (d <U ridi# ^t 

Q^A-hPo b MtA^'to-v/*\X’, Ve Q p\€ °^ i'bc i'ifite. oi

ftetoi^\^G i« \*^ ie^a/c fauJ c^ uNJei^ 
(OtunH'^ o^ ^eb^v^^ t"k ^t .t^c -pose G ® *>jC 

<t^'t e >m e rlir Are H^e to ike berk af p/i y 

^/Va^&^6^ i^io r M/rila d Qm^ be ITc/ ‘ fA^t ^a/M^ 
/)A? A?# t“ ^^al-t 0 ^^6 f" /^S/zt*^ ^/* ^y G a//i^^ / O ^
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^^ i4e t^R/o^r ^ivt-e^ U^’^'

9^^/■tzow<^ ^^^'^ fFatef ^h^ dR-tk ^^ U 

\Af bee/J kel^j ^ +^J«^4l C-Jifo^ rt-^^ ^i4m«I<1 
sm^ ^^^*^"^*4 -t^ "tr^rr-pf- ^vt* oV^o 'fwt' ^^ ye^f j 
HUI ke Ur XUyed //um t'U*) 4k«'GAic i-eauiM^ 
$*» k»X XeM-teMce a-mJ -tl^e ^^i 6eAJ*L ^F “tk< _ 
^'^J^^ DlMch1' V’^'V^heRO d^ Thv/OMf^Rdd 
U^» ^uJ6e/ ^nJ \A,G pi*du o4"^C|R>lx ^<1 
do d~or-f VihMf \$fMtl fi^ fc-C«> *» rpf ^-Adv, .t <» Auld 
f<uJ |»efi^fod<b ^ pov.ro H i|(twll^ ,

V^ftiUeo ■^t'AtO MA^^f oa-H i^ 4ue -Amm of

,-f £U\4G'tk'*’ f’e'trtu/<ujbvt VelieJeCke if ^M-trllel 
o redy-efT a*jJ r^v^ts ^>emvu'h’o*J fo -fMs ivoJ to 
bueezd A £ooiwS pM_£^if<

^^eAi*Xer ^d o1Xk! foe^^Ve^ftiUeo jOoUr;

"final 4ke 0°°^ Act Rck*®^ <Xtk te)*o‘»F^ rm4 
:^^5< <a'iS I’eti'tioM^r. -to ^ VhuCklr UFo iMr 
^4>voF tf^M A- MJbvt* 0^ Uvt\>er ^ahpuf t*, t^/FiFl|
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