
FM02 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date 21z2k±8

Mi’s. SARAH ISLE/1825 Lafayette Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, advised she had resided at that address, which is 
a two-story, single-family, brick dwelling, for the past 22 
years and that no part of the premises had ever been rented 
to other individuals during that period. She was unable to 
identify the names utilised by RAY or photographs of him as 
pertaining to any person she has ever known. No such person 
ever stayed at, or occupied any portion of, her home at that 
address during the period of her residence. She was likewise • 
unable to recall ever having been acquainted with any member 
of the RAY family.

ME 44-1987
On 11-21-68 nt St. Louis. Missouri________Rui SL 44-775

. SA HAROLD R. DOBSON:amb J 11-21-68 .
by--------------------------- —----------------------------------------------------------- Date dictated_______________________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and I* loaned to your agencyi 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 / rw» 11/19/68

JOSEPH C. lKYKl/tefflon»ood Inn, 3315 Inwood Road, 
employed am a field engineer for Recognition Equipment 
Company, Miu, advised he .is attending a computer school 
in Dallas sponsored by the Recognition Equipment Company. 
Be formerly resided at 300 Merth Haugh Avenue, Picayune, 
Mississippi. While residing in Pieayune, an incident occurred 
about two weeks prior to the murder of MW® LUTHER KO® in 
Memphis. The details of that incident are as follows:

He and his sod went fishing near Picayune on a 
Sunday morning between about 8:00 AH and 9:30 AH. They 
were approaching a small fishing lake on Ridge Road when 
they noticed a man laying behind a light colowd Tord Mustang 
shooting * rifle into a target on a tree about 40 yards 
away... He and his son parked their car at the- small lake 
nearby and began fishing* The man with the rifle, which 
he observed to be a lever action and either new or very well 
■taken care of, came up to them and started talking to him. 
The man said he was bore'.sighting the rifle, but he wished 
his brother was there because he was more experienced at 
this. They talked of fishing, hunting and general topics. 
The man did not talk with an accent and gave the impression 
of not being fro® that area.

The man was dressed in canvas fMd hunting clothes. 
He was about 5*10** to H" tall, 175 pounds, dark wavy hair, 
well groomed. MEYER has observed photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAT and he stated that sone of the photographs definitely 
do not lock like the man he saw, but one of the photograhs 
he recently saw in Look Magazine, the one without glasses, 
in some ways resembles the man he saw firing the rifle.. He 
said he does not believe he would be able to identify the 
man he saw even if he saw him again.

MEYER thought nothing of theincident until he 
heard of the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KB®.. Then he 
thought there might possibly be some connection, but he 
did not report the matter to th® local police because he 
was afraid they would only laugh at him. He said he went 
back to the area that the man was firing and was unable to 
find any cartridges. He looked at the tree that had been

n. 11/14/68 „, Ballas, Dim..
WIEiZ^piillC^

= :ile#. Dallas 44-2649

by­ SA WILLIAM B. HOLLOMAN/

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your

, mV 2 5 1968 
'»d FBi — MEMPHIS A 

agency.

)ate dictated 11/13/68

property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;
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DL 44-2649
2

shot at and noted that the places where the bullets hit 
indicated that a high powered cartridge was used because 
large chunks of the tree bark were torn away.

MEYER furnished a sketch of the area where the 
man was firing the rifle and it is attached hereto.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) date: 11/21/68

FROM

subject: T
ALAS (44-2649) (RUC) 

,.

00: MEMPHIS /

On Engineer
for Recognition^Equipment Company, Dallas, temporarily 
resiHTffg /'F’Th^Leir^^ 3515 Inwood Road, Dallas,
Texas, advised he is attending a computer school sponsored 
by Recognition Equipment Company, after which he does not 
know where he will be stationed. He said that he formerly 
resided at 300 North Haugh Avenue, Picayune, Mississippi. 
He related an incident which occurred while he was residing 
in Picayune. The details of th t incident are set out in 
enclosed FD-302.

A copy of the FD-302 of interview of MEYER is 
enclosed for Jackson in the event Memphis requests 
investigation of this matter by Jackson at Picayune.

Any additional investigation is left to the 
descretion of the Office of Origin.

5010-108-02

WBH/pd
(5) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev: 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

^CHARLIE TRONCALE. „ ,
Hotel/2230 Fourth Avenue, North, ifiade availab<Te-the~guest 
registration cards for his hotel during the period 
August 22 - 28, 1967, inclpefve. A review of these cards 
resulted in the locational guest registration No. 9022 
for one JOHN L» RAYNS/residence 1825 Lafayette St,, St. Louis, 
Mo., who checked in at 9:05 a.m. on Saturday, August 26, 1967, 
and was assigned to Room 210 by Desk Clerk ADRIAN M. KOONCH^^ 
at a rate of $4.50. No record was maintained as to the 
time of checkout or method of travel. The card reflected 
the guest had luggage. The original of this card has been 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory at Washington, D. C., for 
appropriate handwriting comparison.

A record was obtained of the names and addresses 
(where recorded) of the approximately 150 guests, other 
than permanent residents, during the period for which the 
cards were reviewed and two copies of the list are being 
transmitted to the Memphis FBI Office. No guest card was 
observed for any ’’RAOUL” or similar name during the period 
involved.

Upon observing the guest registration card of 
RAYNS, Mr. ADRIAN M. KOONCE identified his initials as 
having roomed RAYNS, but stated that due to the elapsed 
time he had no independent recollection of him. He stated 
he had previously been exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and was unable to identify that individual.

No further information was obtainable from 
Mr. KOONCE or other personnel of the Granada Hotel,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency;
It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . • .
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BH 44-1740 
ME 44-1987 
HAS:mfl

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA NEIL G. MARTIN on November 9, 1968;

I 
l 
i 
i 
i

At the request of the Bureau, a personal exami­
nation was conducted of the guest registration entry book 
of the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth Avenue, North, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from October 23 - October 31, 1967, for the name 
JOHN L. RAYNES, JAMES EARL RAY, and all other known aliases 
of subject RAY, with negative results.

i 
i

The following employees were displayed photographs 
of subject and were interviewed regarding his possible visit 
on October 25, 1967, with negative results:

FRANK L. PHILLIP / 
"HigTTtT^sIT_CTerk~X

1129 Gadsden HigWay
A, M, KOONCE /
Hellef Day Desk Clerk, resides at hotel

On November 12, 1968, the f 
were likewise interviewed

Mr. CHARLIE TRONCA, 
HanagenM owne 
19 Norwood Bou

0. C SMITH
ar Day Desk Clerk 
North 22nd Street

egu 
1300

owing individuals

Mrs

1712 Avenue T, Ensle

ELMORE STUDAMIRE

vard

CATHERINE MONTGOM
SEARCHED,., INDEXED..X<
SERIALIZEDZ^9..F1LED.....^

*W 251968
______fbl-^Memph is

i 
i

i

i 
i 
i

i 
i 
i

i 
i

I 
i

i 
i

i 
i 
i 
I

i

214 Ninth Court, West

It is noted, per Mr. TRONCALE, that these are the 
only employees of the hotel who were employed there during 
the pertinent period.

I 
i 
i
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FD-36 (Rev.'5-22-64)'

F B I

Date: 11/22/68
I

Transmit the following in_____ ___________________________________________________ ___ ___ _—!
_ (Type in plaintext or code) •

Via_________AIRTEL _____________ AIRMAIL]
' (Priority) i

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

MURKIN

11/20/68
ReBuairtel, 11/14/68, Birmingham teletype

Attached for information f the Bureau are four
copies of FD-302 reflecting location of guest registration 
card for JOHN L. RAYNSt/at Granada/Hotel Jz^rmingham, on 
date 8/26/67rTIvrcopies of this fd-302—are forwarded 
to Memphis, and one each to interested offices,.

Two copies of an insert are attached for the
Bureau and five copies for Memphis regarding a previous 
search of the records at the Granada Hotel for the period 
10/23-31/67, inclusive, which resulted negatively and was 
based upon Bureau telephone call, 11/9/68.

Two copies of legible handwii tten list of regis­
tration cards at the Granada Hotel are being furnished 
Memphis in response to reBuairtel, 11/14/68, in order that 
the names thereon may be compared with lists submitted 
by the Mobile, New Orleans and, possibly, San Antonio 
Divisions.

3.- Bureau (Enc. 6) ^/<
Memphis (Enc. 12) (44-1987) *

T - Mobile (Enc. 1)
1 - New Orleans (Enc. 1)
1 - San Antonio (Enc. 1) .
1 - St. Louis (Enc. 1) a/ z
2 - Birmingham
HAS:mfl |AT J »eCZjndred
C11> $ERIALBEDZ^Jm:'....’£

rar/-Memphis

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PO.-I JACKSON (1 >7-9353)

LOS.. ANSELES

THE sank WHERE SH|

PA SA DENA , CA LT FOR HI A

MISS., ADVISED

REEI, LELAND,

FBI JK3N ’4133

M'JRKI N

LxMPHiS ‘

4,

OUE, LAST

4: IS PM DEFERRED ll-?4-#Rte

TO DIRECTOR (4>3"3Si) & MEMPHIS (44-1987)

TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER TWENTY

RE LOS ABELES «»TVL SET OUT THAT MRS. W. PITMAN

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, LAST, OBSERVED

CARD BOARD BOX IM THE REAR PARKING AS

WAS EMPLOYED. THIS DOX BORE PENCILED HANDWRITING AS JOU0B;:

J OH Si LESLEY TUCK

JAMES EARL PAY, OV ONI TWC TUCKER

I.SSIPPI , JOHN' WESLEY RA FORD

THE HANDWRITING APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY 1M SA^.

PERSON. ON T”E BOX ^E? L NAMES JOHN AMR HONOUR.

- JACKSON INDICES CONTAIN NO RECORD OF WORD AND

TUCKER OR SIMILARITIES THEREOF OF JONOUR

CHIEF OF POLICE E. J. DEAN,LELAND, 

F 'D PAGE ONE

KD................ INDEXED
SLWil” '.^ j^ed...

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JW WESL

PAGE TWO

INSTANT DATE THAT

OF

NF IN LELAND Dy THE NAME

ADDRESS' OW - THE -BOXBEE'S RESPONSIBLE';®THE?'..LEU

NT s s ■/I INSTA

LI V3

3^0HLA 3^ LOCATED

or itCAUE0EW

^W J0N0B AR!

NEPHEW EDDIE JONEST’KNOWN TO

ANGELESFORTY 3 EVEN

CALIFORNIA

f >&

MRS. MARGARET BERRY, NEGRO,-LIVES AT

ADVISED' THAT MEDHAr WTIDEA'.W-.ft. SOX

LI FOR NIA WHO NAY HAVEOF JAMES EARL RAY AND OF NO . 0

ARREST AR ECORD FOR HER. CHIEF DEAN ADVISED THAT NAMES

ONE ONE TWO TUCKER STR EET .LELAND. ADVISED HE HAS VO

THIS" RSI BESCt 1 TH- -TSO' YOU

WESLEY TA FOR J, JR., J OWN WESLEY TUCKER

UNKNOWN TO HI'1. HE KNOWS OF Vo

SHE ADVISED-SHI

ABE;TWO

T! HAS WE,-' 40^'1 ’ 7'"' T^AT

THE WHW-JOHN'

MRS . 'BARGAR EI 3ERRY

SHE HAS NO RELATIVE'S OR FRIENDS,IN CALIFORNIA

ONE TWO TUCKER STREET, LELAND*

ETHAT SHE HAS LIVED AT THIS AD'JRSl?

SINCE JANUARY, FIFTY FOIP, *HEN SHE PURCHASE*) THE BOUSE. SHE.

03Y JONES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev, 12-13-56)

F B I

Date:

I 
I 
I 
I

Transmit the following in

Vin .ORIEL AM

TO DIRECTOR

FROM

11-27-68

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

(44-38861)

, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P .

I
IB

In connection with the articles prepared by WILLIAM 
BRADFORD HUIE, which have appeared in ’’Look", magazine, certain 
investigation has been conducted by offices receiving this Airtel 
The .Memphis Division, as office of origin, requests that results 
of investigator conducted.by the various offices be furnished 
in the form of either FD-302 or investigative insert so that 
all results can be incorporated in a report. This material 
should be submitted so that it reaches .Memphis no later than 
December 4, 1968. ( '

II

3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

BUREAU (AM)
BIRMINGHAM (AM)
BUFFALO (AM) 
CHICAGO (AM) 
DETROIT (AM) 
JACKSON (AM)

5^'

■LOS ANGELES 
MOBILE (AM) 
SAN ANTONIO 
SPRINGFIELD

) MEMPHIS 
J:BN

(AM)

(AM) 
(AM)

(22

Approved:
Special

Sent

//V^^-z^-^

M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memo for F.B.I

According to a story on James Earl Ray appearing in Look 
for November 26 Ray had in his possession when captured 
a copy of a book written by me called ”How <^0^ Ca&h In On Ydur 
Hidden Memory power”. It was describecTaFa^ well-worn LSpy.' .

This book describes a code system for remembering numbers by 
converting them into words. It is a universal mnemonic acdd'e. 
It is not original with me. However the thought crossed5-^ mind 
that if Ray had learned this code he might well have made-notes 
in words of numbers such as telephone numbers or adress'es 'df ' 
friends or associates and might have had in his possession 
some writing that might have no apparent significance bub- which 
might conceal and contain important numeric information?'-'"

The code is very simple and anyone trained in it could quickly 
translate word; ’into numerical combinations which couldf-rcnly 
then be examined for any possible significance.

Phone 617-843-3890

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, Bl (U-388U) 11/25/68

SAC, BOSTOM (157-644)

MURKIK

Enclosed fojr the Bureau and Memphis are two copies 
each of a latter received at the Boston Office from^WILLIAM 
D»« mSKjn/MamU® Retention Specialist, ,rof .  
On® Fairlee Lane,Barton, Mass., dated 11/17/68.

MSI sets out information In Ms letter concerning 
a memory code which may have been utilised by subject JAMBS 
EARL BAT since BAX had a copy of a booh written by HERSEY 
In his possession When captured.

Bureau and Memphis may desire to refer HERSEY’S 
letter to the prosecutor at Memphis, Tennessee.

2 - Bureau (Sws»2|yf 
2> Memphis (Ebes.£)(44-1987) 
1 - Boston

(5)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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WsLfe?

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Springfield., Illinois 
November 26, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section, 
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois ,2kdvise^ 
on November 26, 1968, that 1967 Illinois licenseJM^TiS^ 
was issued on August 8, 1967, to_JOIIN L. RAYNS ,/!x)7 Chestnut,
Post Office Box 293, Winnetka-, Illinois, foi- a 1962 Plymouth^ 
four door sedan, Vehicle Identification Number 2921165^4>/z 
TABOR advised thaf The I9GY PlyaOTth, Jdu door, was purchased 
July 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsaobilej/711 Illinois Avenue, 
East St. Louis, Illinois'.”’ '

GENEVA JONES, Supervisor, Drivers License Section, 
Secretary of State’s Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised 
that JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Winnetka, Illinois, failed 
his license examination and driving examination on June 9, 
1967; however, he parsed his examinations on June 12, 1967. 
On June 21, 1967, ^AYNS was issued Operator’s License * 
0520-4723-3045, uand this license describes him as 5 feet 
9 inches tall._ 158 pounds, brown hair., blue eyes, born

Permit #D754464vnad also been issued 
on June 21, 1967. ~ ~

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ____ 11/2.6/6.8

Flamingo-
BESSIE BARRET^ owner and operator of the
advised as follows

She and her husband maintain some handwritten notes 
relative to telephone billings of various individuals who stay 
at the motel and who might make a local or long distance call 
from his or her motel room„ She reviewed these notes for 

■March 22, 1968, when an individual named ERIC S. GALT occupied 
Room Number 3 at the motel for a one day periodo She could 
find no record of this individual making any calls for which 
he was billed^ She stated that she could not review the original 
registration card as it is still in the hands of ARTHUR 'HANES, 
an attorney in Birmingham, but a copy of this card appeared 
in a Look magazine article of recent date« She pointed out 
the copy in the magazine article and commented that on the 
edge of the card is marked only "Pd"0 She stated that if 
any additional charges were to be added to the room charges, 
the word ’’over" is usually placed on the edge of the card.

Mrs0 BARRETT furnished the registration cards from 
the motel for the month of March, 1968, A review of all of 
these cards for March, 1968, failed to locate any name such 
as "RAOUL" or JOHN L. HAYNSo .

The following list of occupants at the motel was 
obtained through a review of the Flamingo Motel records 
which list covers the period of March 19 through 25, 1968?

Room
Date Number

March 16 
19>1968

Name and Address / 

THOMAS K. KLINE / 
1201 Saint Clair 
Indianapolis,Indi ana

Period of 
Occupancy

one night

Vehicle
Description

not listed

On__ 11/25/68-----at —Selma.,—Alabama

SA ROBERT L. FRYE ; mrc n t . 11/26/68------ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Date dictated--------------------- -------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MO 157-2627

Room
Date Number

March 1^4 
19,1968

Name and^^ Address 

CHARLES REESE
Route 3, Box 28
Saraland, Alabama

Period of 
Oc c up an cy

3 nights

Vehicle
Description

Mercury, 1968/ 
Alabama Lic/Me 
2A-10464 /

tl

27

8

16

OTIS B. CASANOVA

JAMES D. GWIN 
Mobile, Alabama

RAY WATSON// 
(Motor Convoy) 
Atlanta, Georgia

1 night

1 night

1 night

Not listed

Not listed

505 North First Street 
Rolling Ford, Mis/issippi

LEM GRIFFITH . 1
5522 North Davis Highway 
Pensacola. Florida/

KEVIN R. BONNER 
Post Office Box 
Craig Air Force 
Selma, Alabama

Mr0&Mrs0HERBERT

1

night

Not listed

i960 Dodge
1968 Alabama
License 27-7190

1157 
Base

night

R. HORTO:
Box 1351 
Jamestown, No h Dakota

BILL SNOW .
620 Royal Street/
City and state/ i legible

night

1 night

GENE HUDSON z 1 night
(Montgomery Elevator Company) 
262 Huntley Drive .
Montgomery, Alabama

CALVIN COOPER
Shelby, North Carolina

1 night

Mercedes Benz 
1968 North Dakot 
License 276096/*

Not listed

Barracuda, 
1968 Alabama 
License 3-5^700

Not listed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627

3
Room

Date Number
Period of Vehicle

Name and Address^ Occupancy Description

March 26 
20,1968

M„ L. MURPHY*/^ 3 nights Rambler, Alabama

(Western Electric) tag not listed
2141 McKinley
Montgomery, Alabama /^

" 2 GEORGE J. WILLIAMS^ 1 night Ford truck,
1654 Second Street Northwest Alabama Lip^nse
Birmingham, Alabama / 8P-26217(z

" 3 GLEN R. SCHAEFFER^ / I night International

TERRY W9 JOHNSTONE / Government License
Post Office Box 86' 019392 /
Marion, Mississippi _
(IL So Government)

" 13 Ae F. BETTENTON 1/ / 1 night Not listed
410 Clinton /
Vidalia, Louisiana

" gy GEORGE CONTON^nd 1 night New Jersey /
family, z License 15K887'/
828 Greenwood Avenug
Trenton, New Jersey/

" 8 R. F. McCLELLAN z 1 night Make of car /..
203 Dalralda not listed, /
Montgomery, Alabama/ 1968 Alabama /

/ License 3-658^/

" 29 FLOYD B. ELSMIRE/ 1 night Pontiac, /
1308 East Wendover North Carolina /
Greensboro, North/Carolina License AA8695-/

" 19 ELSIE VAN ENOL/ 1 night Buick, 1968/
MARY OAKLEY-/ Florida 11/ense
1018 East Anderson Street 7-45645
Orlando, Florida

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627

4

Room
Date Number

Period of Vehicle
Name and A dares/ Occupancy Description

March' 15 
20,1968

JACK WILSON,/ . 1 night Pontiac
1308 Allamont Way / 1968 Alabama’ 1
Birmingham, Alabama/ License 1-42424

" 16 EDWARD STAFFIRE 1 night Volkswagen, /
411 Putnam Drive / 1968 Florida /
Tallahassee, Florida License ID-28189

" 1 HAROLD GRIEF 1 night Not listed
Route Number 2 z
Kodak, Tennessee /

March' 29 
21,1968

LARRY D. BROWN/ 1 night 1967 Chevrolet
Fort Gordon, Georgia Impala, state

not listed, 
license nuwer 

. MDX74^/

" 15 Spc & Mrs/WALTER C, 1 night Not listed
STURGE/

449 Main Street
Phoenix, Arizona /

" 1 D. Go SMOUSE / 1 night Not listed
Box 11 /
Gantt, Alabama /

" 25 ROBERT Co MULLEE/ 1 night Not listed
Box 8,F43615 Souron
Craig Air Force Base /
Selma, Alabama /

" 17 STEPHEN L. SMITH/ 1 night 1967 Mustang, /
1030 North Third Street 1968 Arizona /
Apartment 33 / License JCN537 /
Phoenix, Arizona/

" 9 B. W. DURHAM / 1 night Ford, 1968 /
(Precision Point Corporation! Florida License
82 Shoreline Drive ' ' 33W5521/
Gulf Breeze, Florida /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627

5

Room
Date Number

March 7 
21,1968

Period of
Name and Address /Occupancy

LAWRENCE T. BAILEF 1 night 
'(Rushton Equipment Corporation) 
3220 Ridgley Drive
Birmingham, Alab-afha

S. E, MILLER/nd wife 1 night 
1420 33rd Street /
San Diego, California

JOHN P. CRISP / 1 night
Knoxville, Tennessee

Vehicle
Descript ion

Oldsmobile, 
1968 Alabama '
License 1-21046

1964 Oldsmobile 
California ' 
License 0KV-041

March 6 
22,1968

CHARLES BOYER

Pontiac, 1968
Tennessee
License CH8746

28

26

88 Marvin Road/ 
Ormond Beach/ Florida

BILL BIVENS 
and RON RABON

1 night

1 night

Lincoln, 19^8
Flori ca L/cense 
8WW3038/

Route 5? Box 397
Highpoint, s/uth Carolina

Ford, 1968/
Texas Lic/nse
KRK’32 /

Mr0 and 
MURRAY

Mrs . RICHARD 1 night

4128 Surnmit/ Ridge
Dallas, Te/as

Mr„ and, 
STUD /

/Mrs . W. 0, 1 night

address n ot listed

Lieutenant C. Ro MUDRIE-4 night 
Craig Air Force Base
Selma, Alabama

GMC, st/te not 
listed^ number 
399/

Make and model 
of vehicle not 
listed, New/ 
Jersey li/ense 
NAX-620^/
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6

Room
Date Number

March 8 
22,1968

Period of
Name and Address /Occupancy

WILLIS W. OVERSTREET./ 1 night 
(Security) /
Randolph Air ForcgBase
San Antonio, Texas

RALPH CLAYTON/ 1 night
(Turner Motor Company)

Vehicle 
Description

Not listed

12

2060 Zula
Mafill, Alabama /

WILLIAM EUGENE BATSON/ 1 night
(Gen er a 1 Batt ery and'
Ceramic Corporation)

1121 Wood Drive X
Greer, South Carolina

1968 Plymouth
1968 Alabama 
License 2A-9696

Not listed

March 5
23,1968

JAMES LESTER
Deluth, Minnesota

1 night Not listed

10

ARTHUR L. SHARPE 1 night
(Transit Homes,Incorporated) 
Greenville, South Carolina

JAMES BRANTON 1 night
(General Battery and
Ceramic Corporation)
313 Pine Street / ■ 
Greer, South Ca/olina

Chevrolet, 
North Carolina
License 135?/

Volkswagen, 
South Carolina
License A37673i

14

CHARLIE 
Address

GILBERT

REESE MancVwi fe 
not listed

GORDON

ROBERT R. LAWRENCE 
614 Campbell Avenue

Montgomery, Alabama .
1

West Haven,Connecticut

1

1

night

night

night White truck, 
state n/fc listed 
License Number 
G8484 / ■
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Room
Date Number

March 20. 
23,1968

Name and Address

VERNON TURNER ^
Lugoff, South Carolina

Period of 
Occupancy

1 night

Vehicle
Descript! on

1968 Chevy II,
South Carolina
License D1-595H

6

JIM A. BROWN / 1 night
903 Pope
Columbia (state not lasted)

RUDOLF DEVERLOGJ night
301 Mangels Avenue /
San Francisco, California
TALMADGE KEYNEE'DS 7 1 night

Louisville, Mississippi

Ford, License
Number B-130

Chevrolet, 
California
License CVL8O3

Ford, Mississipp 
License 80B725^

March 14 
24,1968

25

20

W. SMYTH v

RICHARD LAMAR PARRISH
Box 134 /-
Lanett, Alabama/

1 night

Mr( and Mr^H.P; 
BARGANEIRZ 
Greenville, AlaMna

1 night

JANET KIRBY /

Apartment 840
Fairbanks Street z
Anchorage, Alaska /

1 night

G. LAWRENCE HANNtZ 
422 West Minnesota 
Deland, Flori/aa

1 night

Mr. and Mr/L GEORGE 1 night

Not listed

Not listed

1964 Cadillac 
License

Route 4
Saffard, Alabama

Vehicle 
listed, 
Li c en s e

Pontiac 
Alabama 
27-1620
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Room
Date Number

Zz Period of Vehicle
Name and .Address/ Occupancy De script! on

March 25 
24,1968

L. H. SCHWAB/ 1 night Chevrolet station
3247 Dorchester Drive wagon, Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama .. - License (number

not listed)

" 23 C. W. HATHAWAY/-'" 1 night Chevrolet,
428 Kimbrough z. Texas license
Fort Worth, Texas / (number not listed)

" 11 JOSEPH FLETCHER / J night Chevrolet,
1849 Green Pine Drive/ (state not lifted)
Cincinnati, Ohio license number

/ 7536TT /

" 21 RONALD WILSON/' 1 night Ford truck z
1229 Marlene Street (state not Lasted)
El Cajon, California license number
(Aero Mayflower Transit) 449-H

" 28 PHILIP MEARS / 1 night 1967 Chevrolet
1536 Schley (license not '
Augusta, Georgia,/’ listed)

" 26 RAYMOND BUNCH/ 1 night Vehicle not
address not /isted / listed

March 4 
25,1968

Mr. and M/L B. / 1 night Ford, license
KILLIAN/and Mr/. not listed
D. C, VAUGHAN/ /
407 Durant Avenue/
North Charleston South Carolina

" 7 R. C. VAUGHAN/ 1 night Not listed
2129 Georgia Ave/ue 
Birmingham, Alabama

" 11 FRED WILLIAMS / 1 night Not listed

Route 7, Box 858
Birmingham, Alabama

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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9
Room 

Date Number

March' 17
25,1968

5

25

x Period of
Name and Address Occupancy

J. B. WILLIAMS/ 1 pight
11 South Central Avenue /
Lindale, Georgia /

Mrs, LUCILLE CONWA/ 1 night 
1(50 Earl Place
Montgomery, Alabam^r

ALEX M. FARKAS-^ 1 night
304 South Eighth Street
West Helena, Arkansas
W. M. GRIFFIN / 1 night

Georgiana, Alabama

Vehicle 
Description

I ton Chevrolet’ 
Georgia license,' 
number not listed

Vehicle not 11/ 
license number 
29-111641/

Not listed

22

20

" 2|

" 8

" 23

F. J. WAHRENBERGER/ 1 night 
6345 Fourth Avenue//
Saint Petersburg/^ Florida

Rs C. FISHER/ 1/night
1915 Glenwooa Circle /
Vicksburgh, Mississippi^

Mrs . AMANDA SCHMIDT//"' 1 night 
Freemont, Wisconsin

RICHARD BITTON ,// 1 night
Route 1 y
Pulaski, Tennes/ee

J. GREENHILL^ 1 night
2716 Lionheart Drive
Winter Park,. Florida

Truck, make 
and model not 
listed or license 
not listed

Dodge, 1968 / 
Florida L/ense 
4-6^28/

Not listed

Mustang, no 
number listed.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-|$U|

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

^ 11/12/68__________

Mr« U. K. GARDNER' of the Services Unlimited Company 
1353 Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, advised that his * 
company was in possession of the records of the Flamingo 
Motel of Selma, Alabama. Mr. GARDNER advised that as a result 
of a review of these records on November 9, 1968 for the period 
of March 1 through 31, 1968 that one ERIC GALT registered at 
the Flamingo Motel of Selma, Alabama, on March 22, 1968. 
He was assigned Room Number 3 and was charged $8 for a one 
day stay at this motel. According to Mr. GARDNER ERIC GALT 
had no charges against his account for any outgoing telephone 
calls or any incoming collect -telephone calls. GARDNER advised 
that the account records for the Flamingo Motel for the period 
of March 1 through 31 1968 contained no additional reference 
to ERIC GALT.

On n/9/68 Montgomery, Alabama F1|aA MO 157-2627

SA CARMELO GRAFFAGNINI /ijr 11/11/68
by___________________________________________________ ;________ Date dictated_____________________ ;_____
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ot the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency* 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ■
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

natp 11/20/68

1

Mrs, BESSIE BARRETT/ owner and operator of the ‘ 
Flamingo Motel, Highway 30 East, Selma, Alabama, telephonically 
furnished the following informations

She recalls locating a registration card for 
one ERIC S. GALT, which she believed was dated March 2A, 
1968O She stated that she recalls locating this card because 
she was contacted by an ARTHUR HANES, who'is an attorney from 
Birmingham, Alabama0 She advised that Mr. HANES came to the 
motel and asked her if she recalled an individual by the name 
of GALT staying at her motel. She stated that HANES had indicated 
to her that this individual,by the name of GALT, had been 
Identified as the killer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. She 
told HANES that she would never knowingly permit any individual 
such as this to stay at her motel and she could not recall any 
individual that looked like the photographs of this person, 
which appeared in the paper, as staying at the motel.

HANES requested that she review registration cards 
for the dates of March 1, 1968, through March 25, 1968, and 
after reviewing these cards she found a registration card for 
an ERIC S. GALT. HANES requested that she allow him to take 
this car with him. Mrs. BARRETT said she relinquished possession 
of the car to Mr. HANES and she believes it is in his possession 
at the present time.

Mrs. BARRETT stated that the bookkeeper for the 
motel is a Mrs. THELMA GARDNER, Services Unlimited, 1353 
Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, and Mrs. GARDNER would have 
a "sheet record” of the motel occupants which would show the 
date, name of person, room he occupied, and chargesj however, 
would not contain any information concerning make, model or 
license number of the individual's automobile or the address
he listed as being his home.

She stated that the

On 11/9/68 at Selma, Alabama

of

SA ROBERT L. FRYE ; mrc n u 11/20/68
°y --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —-----Date dictated_______ :________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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2

any prepaid calls received by GALT or calls made by GALT 
unless he received a collect phone call at the motel or 
made calls from the motel room, which calls would be placed 
on his bill and he would be charged for same0 She stated that 
any calls made by GALT from the motel room should be shown on 
the "sheet record" or on a billing card in possession of the 
bookkeeper.,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO I
FROM s

DIRECTOR, J® (M-3»l)

SUBJECT: WHOM ' 
(CO> MwWs)

Memphis,
Re Bureau Mrtel to M«i.aghaB, %» Wems, 

Mobile, Mid San Antonio, dated 11/W&8,
Swlosed herewith for Memphis are 25 oojrf.ee each, 

and for the Bureau one copy e«h, of ra-302 • a pertaining to 
investigation conducted at Selma, and «»M»w# JlabBa, 
relative to captioned case. As noted, investigsti^ 
conducted « ll^M « emitted a® a mult of Bureau 
telephone eawwattm requesting eontactat the Flamingo 
Motel to determine If BRIC S. 0A» or W L BMWS were at 
the motel during the period 341#^ or WB, ■

Investigation conducted by SA ROBERT L. FRIE 
at the Flamingo Motel on 1145/®, »«» <®tete< as a 
result of ■ ref erewed Bureau airtel*

The ®-3®’» are famished to Memphis for incorporation 
in their next report and a copy of each is daaigaated for the 
Bureau so that the Bureau might be apprised of the results 
of this investigation*.

Bo further Investigation being conducted at 
Mobile at this time aid thfts-W# being considered RBC 
to Memphis,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



11-25-68

AIRTEL URGENT

TO DIRECTOR

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561

MURKIN

LOOK MAGAZINE ARTICLE INDICATES JAMES EARL RAY

PURCHASED NINETEEN SIXTYTWO PL’ EAST ST. LOUIS

ILLINOIS . ILLINOIS MVB RECORDS/SHOW NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN 

LICENSE LM FIVE NINE FOUR WO ISSUED TO JOHN L. RAYNS, 

FIVE NAUGHT SEVEN CHESTNUT, P. O. BOX WO NINE THREE,/ 
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS, FOR JIXTYWO PLYMOUTH, FOURDOO^SMJAN, 

VIN WO NINE WO ONE ONE SIX FIVE NINE THREE FOUR,^ILLINOIS 

TITLE NUMBER B^I SIX NAUGHT FOUR FIVE SIX THREE. "DRIVERS

PERMIT" ISSUED TO RAYNS NUMBERED D SEVW FIVE^FOTR ^WR...

SIX FOBS./ ,

LICENSE NUMBER LM FIVE NINE FOUR WO PREVIOUSLY

ISSUED TO FIfTOINE CHRYSL1® W
O®® J>NE^ NAUGHT EIGHT WO FOUR NAUGHT, A /

PLYMOUTH PURCHASED BUNDY OLDSMOBILE/ SEVEN ONE ONE 

ILLINOIS AVENUE, EAST ST. LOUIS. ARTICLE INDICATES PLYMOUTH 

SOLD IN CHICAGO DURING SIXTYSEVEN. I___ i dexeo^

1 - 44-561
JL - Chicago (AM) 
y - Memphis (AM)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO DEVELOP TITLE HISTORY 

TO DETERMINE DISPOSITION OF SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Springfield, Illinois 
November 29, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

On November 26, 1968, Mr. JOHN L. WEST, Salesman, 
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. Louis, 
Illinois, advised that records of his company indicate that 
JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka, 
Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth, four-door, Sedan, 
VIN 2921165934, on July 14, 1967, as per invoice #6852. 
Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price 
of the above car was $200. In addition, there was sales 
tax in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount 
of 50 cents, bringing total price of the automobile to $210. 
Mr. WEST further advised that his records indicate that 
RAYNS made a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated 
July 14, 1967, and apparently returned shortly thereafter with 
the balance of $190, as the records indicate receipt #38469 
dated July 14, 1967, indicate RAYNS paid this amount. WEST 
pointed out that although he could not be specific as to the 
time element involved between the period of time that the 
$20 cash deposit was paid and the balance of $190 was paid, 
it was apparently only a metter of a few minutes to an hour, 
since there were only two receipts issued between deposit 
receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS.

Mr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in 
involved in the transaction. He also advised his file on 
RAYNS indicates Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was 
dated July 14, 1967, was completed on that date and this along 
with the license information was mailed to the Secretary of 
State’s Office, Springfield, Illinois, on July 31, 1967. Mr. 
WEST stated that from his records he had to assume RAYNS
transferred his license from a previously owned automobile 
to the 1962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able to find a receipt 
#463, in the amount of $3.00, which is the fee normally paid 
for transfer of title. Mr. WEST stated if an individual
purchases an automobile and applies for a new license, he
would be charged a minimum of $7.00. SEARCHED INDEXED 2^.

SERI ALIZED^._.FlLtD
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JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. WEST advised he recalled that the 1962 Plymouth 
was taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an 
unrecalled Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass, about 
a month prior to the transaction with RAYNS. WEST stated 
that the salesman who sold the car to RAYNS was GOBEL BIGGS.

Mr. WEST stated he could not specifically recall the 
sale of the automobile to RAYNS. He stated photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. He likewise showed 
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile and 
they, too, stated that they could not recall RAY as ever having 
been in Bundy Oldsmobile. WEST did point out, however, that 
his business is primarily the sale of new cars and used cars 
of a higher quality than the automobile sold to RAYNS. There­
fore, the transaction was somewhat insignificant and he was 
unable to recall any further specific details and was only 
able to furnish the above information as direct result of 
review of the receipts, invoices and orders set forth above.

Mr. GOBEL BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 
East St. Louis, Illinois, after reviewing the invoice orders 
and other receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth, 
four-door, Sedan, VIN 2921165934f which he sold to JOHN L. 
RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, . 
stated he could not recall this individual or anything of the * 
transaction. Mr. BIGGS advised the transaction was rather 
insignificant and it involved the sale of a "junker” with 
$200, and he could have possibly remembered more about the man 
had he sold the individual a new car or a used car in better 
condition. Mr. BIGGS did state, however, that he still has in 
his possession a "follow-up information card" for JOHN L. 
RAYNS with the address of 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, 
Winnetka, Illinois, and he indicates on this card that RAYNS 
purchased a 1962 Plymouth on July 14, 1967. Mr. BIGGS stated 
it is the policy at Bundy Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send 
new car literature to individuals to whom they have sold 
automobiles in the past; and, based on this information card, 
he is relatively certain that he has sent such literature to 
RAYNS at the above address on at least seven or eight occasions, 
since the initial purchase of the 1962 Plymouth. He stated he 
has no way of knowing whether this literature was received by 
RAYNS at this address or whether it was returned by the Post 
Office. He stated if such literature would have been returned 
by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile, it would have just 
been destroyed; therefore, he would have no way of knowing

- 2
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JAMES EARL RAY

whether or not it was actually received. BIGGS, upon 
viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated he could not 
associate this individual with being identical with RAYNS 
and was unable to furnish any other details as to the 
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he 
was certain from the invoice and receipts that this 
automobile was paid for in cash.

Mr. JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration 
Section, Secretary of State’s Office ^Springfield, Illinois, 
advised on November 27, 1968, that a/check of records reflect 
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942v'was issued Ju rip 5, 1967, 
to JOHN LARRY RAYNS, 507 Chestnut,-Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, 
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240fwhich was 
purchased used June 5, 1967, from GEORGE SEYMOUR HELLER, 
7102 North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate 
of Title #B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to RAYNS for this 
vehicle with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 
1967 Illinois license transferred to RAWS for a 1962 
Plymouth, four-door, VIN 2921165934^/which w^s purchased 
used July 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsmobile-^ Inc. , 711 Illinois 
Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. The application for this 
transfer reflects that above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold 
later. Certificate of Title #B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to 
RAYNS for instant Plymouth with no lien.

Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license 
RT-5302 was issued 8/28/67 to JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny 
Road, Northbrook, Illinois, for instant Plymouth, purchased 
used August 25, 1967, from JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Winnetka, 
Illinois. Certificate of Title ^81777474 issued September 7, 
1967, to RYAN for this Plymouth with no lien.

Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license 
SC-7905 was issued October 25, 1967, to GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY, 
1344 Hazel Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, for instant 1962 
Plymouth, purchased used October 20, 1967, from JERRY W. RYAN, 
2897 Techny Road, Northbrook, Illinois. Certificate of Title 
#B2105425 issued November 6, 1967, to RAY for this Plymouth 
with no lien and has not been surrendered to date.

On November 29, 1968, Mrs. GENEVA JONES, Supervisor, 
Driver’s License Section, Secretary of State’s Office, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised she could find nothing in her files identifiable

- 3 - I
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JAMES EARL RAY

with GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY. Concerning JERRY W. RYAN she 
furnished the following:

Address: 314 Wisconsin,
Lake Forest. Illinois

Date of Birth: | ]
Height: 5*9”
Weight: 178 pounds ’
Hair: Brown
Eyes: __ . Brown
Driver’s

License
Number: R500-4393-5202, which expires

July 16, 1971

RYAN obtained this driver’s license after taking 
an examination on May 20, 1968, while driving a 1960 DeSoto.

On April 19, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM KAUFMAN, Illinois 
State Board of Probation and Parole, Springfield, Illinois, 
advised that one JERRY WILLIAM RAY, alsoknown as JERRY 
WILLIAM RYAN, white male, date of birth C^Z^ZZO at 
Quincy, Illinois, 5’10", 170 pounds, with brown hair and 
brown eyes, was the brother of JAMES EARL RAY.

This document contains neither* recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

4*
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' ,

FBI 

Date: 11/29/68

Transmit the following in _________ _________________ ______________________
. (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

— _ _ _ —. — — _ _ ---  —. _— _ — —- — —. ~ ---  — — -— — — — — —— — —- —— —* — — —— — _ -- — .

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)

FROM:. SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P~

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated .11/26/68.

. Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of a letter­
head Memorandum regarding automobile transactions and title 
transfers by JAMES EARL RAY, also known as, during the 
Summer and Fall of 1967. Also enclosed for Chicago and Memphis 
are two copies each of this letterhead memorandum.

Also enclosed herewith for Chicago are 14 photostats
• of registration and title records for 1959 Chrysler and 1962 
Plymouth mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum. It 
should be noted that some of these photostats are not legible.

JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny Road, Northbrook, 
Illinois, mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum, 
appears identical to JERRY WILLIAM RAY, aka Ryan, brother 
of subject JAMES EARL RAY.

Chicago conduct appropriate investigation regarding 
JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny Road, Northbrook, Illinois, and 
314 Wisconsin, Lake Forest, Illinois, and GJERDIS DOROTHEA 
RAY, 1344. Hazel Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, and consider 
interviewing each concerning the transactions mentioned in 
enclosed letterhead memorandum.

3 - Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 11)
2 - Chicago (44-1114) (Enc. 16) 
^> Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)}v
2 - Springfield (44-561)
WR/ssj
(9).

SEARCHED-"..____ _„l NDEXED
SERIALIZEQ^._.....FILED -.^^

DEC 2-1968

Approved:--------------- '_____________________Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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11/30/6B

AIRTEI.

TO: DIWT01. FBI (44-38861)

FROM! SAC, SAW 1M0SIO (44-1242) (F*)

Rg« MURKIN /

Re Bureau telephone ©all, 11/27/68,/

All »ml8 and hotels la NuewT^ 
were ©becked enter MT* a tree nene 'STaHMii for "We 
Month of October, 190 with negative results.

2 - Bureau
^- Manphis
1 - San Antoni# 
MS/iSM
(5)
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12/S/68

Aunb

l^tes W*U iwrtttaNirt (SA/W 
# am Saren 
th® report ©f M am 4* 

lift*

fltm ^H^pl^^t^l r^t Ito Is^loft ewiix

INMlM

3 * tMNHl tr oaiw^^^®^a
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Botfe th# fty^rt#y sod #0 H^K®th 1®* ortlcsMI 
If MB to th# tint of bi® *tot* articles, »&< this Myahitt 
to the W MY hH to his IMMHMtoi tosi in ant the nysterlone

-to Wywww »bw os isserticT ions ifwi tax® ©®f wen
Mi by MY to Chicago os or iMt l/W#4 Ui to© to Hater 
MW record® reflect that on M/M/67 tote Myamth to® 
mMmM into tin subject by toW V* MA, MS7 Techny 
Mi, XoMtonL m<t aM to WM/t? MT *• MM sold 
this tor to 0M» mom* RAT, 1344 Mftl Ave., BeerftoK* 
Ill. It to believed that WT W. MM to the subject's 
brother and that MBH MT to JOKY MT«« terser wife. 
WMI^toi to coat too tog to th* regard.

MT set ’YWa* at Viatar, M&to, on WWW# MT sMt 
too trljse to Ms Mtosiobile between Windsor Ml Detroit, 
MAh the WteM aBdsstafH ton tarata MtoMi which 

terne® #wr te "b»jw to flstrsxt. tn* »®wkw 
article *Mm that an the 'Stoto ©t thMM tttjn BAY <toltoHI 
tote totovisto® net ant jiH duty to tto aMount st #,$#» to 
tatoet th* to tor to to© net to hope® tMtftoto weald prevent 
* tosoecttoe ©1! eta ®AmMB tola,
neither * record
to ver it v that such * custom declaration was

states after 
lesviag Viatar. Ontario, 0® 8/11/67, MT spent the aM ci 
B/M/W to a ml about f toe Mies nest of flan, Indiana.

a 
regtotratton tor BAT oa that date.

wee 
MetoKtM oy ”Moui« te go to *uwM*j tree
mhmw, m* went to KraMfiM wm aw spent tne vam 
of 8/26/67, # the taata Hotel. This art tale farther 
states that on other ©coaston® MY stayed nt the Irwtocial 
betel to hew totawi at the Flaaingo Betel in MM, Ma.|
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IB #^M?

at tie Me fmeim Bttl la Aca>clc©# BiiM| ami at mi 
MtaNWi natal la Mm# MaB©i tato^

matelal Metal sat the flmt#M Metal Mm* Mei #bsala#d
VMM ®*W 8®*®® *® ©nIMwwW' '
IB Mm HImI# Stile# M# Hmm uMla te locate a MfiatMtiM 
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12-6-68

AIRTEL

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

RE: KURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Director, 5-1-68, wr 
Indianapolis airtel to Director, 10-17-68.

On December 5 mJ^ 1968, PAUL temporarily
residing Room 224, Rogers Rotel, Bldoml^ an
unsavory individualwith alleged underworld connections, 
contacted a representative of the Springfield Office.

HOWARD advised that since casually meeting ROBggT 
HOOD Sjnw^^ a bar he has associated with his constantly 
frosTTI^ 26, 1968, to the present. Me identified STRADER 
as the owner of the Prototype Specialty Company, 2745 South 
Holt Road, P. 0. Box 41004, Indianapolis, Indiana, whose 
wife, MARGARET STRADER, was currently confined to St. Joseph 
Hospital, Bloomington, Illinois, where she has given birth to 
a child.

As noted in referenced communications, STRADER, who 
apparently has a history of mental illness, has alleged he had 
information concerning the assassination of MARTIN U7THKR KING. 
HOWARD related the story as furnished him by STRADER with 
events in the order as set forth in referenced airtels. STRADER 
alleged to HOWARD that the FBI was fully familiar with his storyj 
that he is well acquainted with numerous agents throughout the 
United States and that ’’federal agents’* were protecting him 
and are constantly alert to his whereabouts. According to

3 — Bureau
dP - Memphis (44-1987)(Info.)

1 - Indianapolis (44-563)(Info.)
1 - Chicago (44-1114)(Info.)
1 - Springfield 
DTS:VLS 
(7)
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SI 44-561

HOWARD, STRADER continually discusses the MARTIN LUTHER KING 
killing and has furnished so much alleged detail in this 
matter that he has HOWARD thoroughly confused. STRADER 
allegedly is in the process of selling his story concerning 
the KING slaying to the "Chicago Daily News” for $2,500,000 
and he has an appointment with JOHN LINDSTROM on December 7, 
106S, at a motel in Lafayette, Indiana, concerning his story. 
STRADER allegedly stated whoever will pay the most for his 
story will get it.

HOWARD advised he and STRADER travelled to the 
office of STRADER’® attorney, DONALD EOLEY, of the Merchants 
Bank Building, Indianapolis, Indiana, where between 8:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m., December 5, 1968, STRADER made four or five 
disk recordings utilising both sides of the recording disks 
in which he related all of his alleged facts concerning the 
KING slaying. FOLEY then allegedly contacted or was to 
contact an agent of the Indianapolis Office.

Incidental to their trip to Indianapolis, Indiana, 
STRADER and HOWARD travelled to the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Danville, Illinois, where STRADER is allegedly a 
patient on temporary leave due to report back on December 26, 
1968. The purpose of the visit was to pick up checks mailed 
to STRADER at the hospital but after entering the hospital 
STRADER returned to HOWARD and stated the checks had not come.

In view of past information concerning STRADER, 
no action is recommended. Additional information furnished by 
HOWARD in this matter will be furnished the Bureau and interested 
offices upon its receipt.
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W6/m 
KASffiDS

TO:.. DIROa, FBI (44-38861)

MM: SAC, B»S8 (44-1987) <91

Keaphls is not in po**e**ion of any infcreation 
concerning UMM otter than that contained la 
Birninghte air tel, 11/15/68, a copy of which was 
furnished to the Bureau.

UMM allegedly overheard a conversation 
between fear Hegro a*lte during which the word or 
the nam EM was used. Since we are certain that 
the rletlai HW we* killed by Mbjeot MY, a white 
wale, and since we tore no reason to suspect that te 
we* aided by one or sore Megro sales, it doe* not 
appear that S4W1W iaforjatioa has nay eonnoction 
with this anther or that it warrants any farther 
action.

iieapbis doe* not feel that this interview
with SAWVDBBS 1* pertinent to this case but will, 
UtCB, inelode hi* interview in the next report te 
previotely instructed by the hma.
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AIRTEL AM

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

12—4—68

ISOM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

00? Meaphia

by which 
Office.

Reference Birmingham Airtel to Bureau 11/22/68, 
a handwritten list of s was furnished the Memphis 

lowed herewith. %®y should 
. *s and returned promptly to 
port now in preparation.

This list of names is
be listed in appropriate HR 
Memphis for inclusion in a

It is al 
10-302*8 reflecting in 
Mr. ADRIAN M

requested that you submit separa 
rviews with Mr. CHARLIE TRO 

f the Granada Hotel.

^Birmingham (Sac. 1)(RM)
(/"I 7Memphis

JCH:BN 
(3)
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BU 44-374
MP 44-1987
-1-

On December 2, 1968, FRANK GRIMES, United States 
Customs, Buffalo, New York, advised SA R# GORDON EDDY that 
customs had completed a check of its records for August and 
September, 1967 and could locate no record of a television 
set being declared at any of the points of entry to the 
United States from Sanada within the Buffalo Division for 
the months of August and September, 1967. GRIMES said that 
these records would normally be maintained on an informal 
entry form In the Monies and Accounts section and are 
retained for a period of two years. He had the records 
checked for both the names ERIC S. GALT and JAMES EARL RAY.

:ceb
DEC 5-1968

SEARCHED_____
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