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'Relatives: _
- Sister: FLOYDZELLA BEVEL
Date of Birth -
Sister: - ‘ HELEN BEVEL o
. : . Date of Birth - |
" Brother: o JOHNNY BEVEL .
. Date of Birth = |
Mother: . ILLIE BEVEL .

, For further information, OTIS CALVIN BEVEL, Cleveland
file number 29-1362, Bureau file 29-45052, was the prior
Treasurer of the above Credit Union before VICTOR and his
wife SHIRLEY BEVEL became Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer
of the Credit Union., OTIS BEVEL was relieved of his
position as Treasurer in 1/6§, when it was discovered that he
had embezzled approximately $1,800 from the Credit Union, :
OTIS BEVEL was indicted by Federal Grand Jury, NDO, Cleveland,

~Ohio, on 10-30-68, for violation of Title 18, Section 657,
USC, Prosecution is still pending in this matter. OTIS CALVIN

BEVEL's FBI number is 239065F. During the course of this
investigation, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL was interviewed in 12/67,
at which time he resided at 3266 East 143rd.

A sister, FLOYDZELLA SMITH, nee Bevel, was also
interviewed on 4—2&-68, at which time she resided at 896 Paxton,
Cleveland, Ohio, and was employed by Pick !N Pay, 8219 Hough ‘
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. :

The above 1is being furnished for information only in
view of the fact that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL has currently claimed
that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., and it is believed that the above background .
information may be helpful to offices investigating these matters.
VICTOR

LLOYD BEVEL SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION
TR PETTRTT RS CONTEVBTATE e
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY

is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila-
delphia headquarters.

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not
guilty?
BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being

present, studying the whole problem of men
being murdered, how it is done, from
all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL
RAY did not kill Dr. KING,

ROSELL: What evidence do you have to support your
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent?

BEVEL: Well, I would not like to get into my
evidence and my information in terms of
that because if he asks me to take the case,
and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give
that information now would not be to his advantage.

ROSELL: Why have you held back this long in offering
your services and proclaiming the innocence
of JAMES EARL RAY?

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably because I
have never (pause) I was involved in
developing as I am now, because I was in
a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him.
When I started thinking about this particular predicament,
then I thought aboUteesonesss
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., - VICTIM

The folloi}ﬁg/;s an interview of Reverend JAMES
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, ver television station WCAU, Philadelphia.
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON

MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA,

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep
the evidence he has which he says would prove

that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, if

RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation,

Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to

represent him in court without a fee, The telegram added,

"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr.

KING died. You have been accused of murdering him; of course,

I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked

Reverend BEVEL about the proof he says he has concerning

RAY's innocence. ‘

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in
terms of the incident that took place and based
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't
~have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my
conclusions, and based on my evidence.

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you
to this conclusion?

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that
because if I was going to defend him, you see, then
I would have to present that information to the
jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this
time because I would have to deal with that with the Jjury.

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING,

BEVEL: Mhm.,

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows

JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING?
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

BEVEL:

SILVA:

BEVEL:
SILVA:
BEVEL:
me the

defend
MILLER:

For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH
BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD,
DU BRADY, REVEREND ABERNATHY, MRS. ABERNATHY,
MRS, KING, ANDY YOUNG,

Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you?
You said your friends come to the same conclusion
as you have.

I don't have any friends who ever told me that
EARL RAY was guilty.

So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERNATHY
agrees with you. '

Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I
just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is our Program
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give

case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and

In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently.

Since Dr, KING's death he has gone into a deep depression
and if he sent the telegram, he is speaking for himself,

This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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PAGE TWO

PRESIDENT, REV., RALPH ABERNATHY, IS ALSO CONVINCED OF RAY'S
INNOCENCE, HE REFUSED TO FURNISH THE BASIS FOR HIS STATEMENTS,
OTHER THAN TO CLAIM HE HAD "PROPHETIC POWERS." BEVEL ADDED
THAT HIS CONVICTIONS REGARDING RAY'S INNOCENCE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED
BY HIM WITH ABERNATHY AND OTHER SCLC LEADERS AT A RECENT SCLC
RETREAT IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HE HAD CONVINCED THEM HE HAD PROOF
OF RAY'S INNOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HE IS MAKING THESE CHARGES
WITH ACQUIESCENCE OF SCLC LEADERS.

AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND PHILADELPHIA,

P,
END

-2

Approved: ' Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Rl [p———

/ | CONFITRNTIAL . 1/23/69

Date

Reverend JAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes
at his residence. He stated he was extremely busy as he had
app01ntments through 11:00 p.m, that day. While the inter-
view was in progress, a woman asked BEVEL if he could speak
to a member of the press. BEVEL told her to tell the person
on the telephone he was tied up until 11:00 p.m.

BEVEL stated he had proof of the innocence of JAMES
EARL RAY in connection with the murder of his good friend
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. BEVEL referred to KING as one
of his closest and dearest friends. BEVEL stated that since
the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this information.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is an
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. It was
also pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is as 1nterested in
proving a person s innocence as proving a person's guilt.
BEVFL was advised the FBI was interested in obtalnlng and
proving all facts possible during any investigation.

BEVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday,
January 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he
had recelved no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in
connection with this he planned to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney
for RAY on the night of January 21, 1969, and offer hl% services
in connection with RAY's defense.

BEVEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents
on January 22, 1969, and advise if FOREMAN accepted his offer.
BEVEL stated if FOREMAN does not accept his offer to aid the
defense, he, BEVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels
he has no moral obligation towards RAY to produce his evidence
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that if he had evidence
of RAY's innocence, it should be brought to the attention of
the court. BEVEL again stated he would do so only if he was
allowed to be part of RAY's defense.

PEVEL stated that at gthe time MARTIN LUTHER KING

—— CONFIDEP(IAl— =
on_1/21/69 ot_Philadelphia, Pa. 1 File# Philadelphia 44-1368

SA RALPH C. HAMNER and
by__SA EDWARD M. COLE EMC:lkpb Date dictated. 1722769

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not fo be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




























" FBI MEWPHIS

FBI. ATLANTA
3155 P URGENT 1/30/59 saT.

T0 DIRECTQR 44*58&51 m«m MEWPHIS | PR <

FROM ATLAMTA 44~ 2385 .

MURKIN

THE SICK™.
’ABERNATHY ADVISED CQNCERMING HIS STATEMENT TO THE PRESS THﬁ
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'PAGE TWO

\

:THAT‘THERE MAY BE A CONSPIRACY AMONG THE. "FORCES OF EV{L‘““'
'.,_m AWAY WITH ANY mwe "mumm" WHO STANDS FOR Rwﬂmm}s |

* ,YABERNATHY STATED HE HAS NO EVIDENCE NOR HAS HE HEARD F’RGM‘
 SOURCE ANY SPECIFIE INFORMA TI ON THAT A GONSPIRACY EXISTS

N THIS MATTER. HE ADVISED THAT THE STATEMENT MADE TO THE«_
”PREss cochRNINa a GONSPIRACY CONCERNED THE ASSA%SINATIOES/Q”

- ALL THE ABOVE WEN. e L
ABERNATHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV. JAMES Law‘vw
"mxmlsrzﬂ OF CENTENARY METHODIST GHURCH MEMPHIS TOLD Hzm'r,
WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE DAY PRIOR TO THE BSSASSIN&TI@:

.'LEAVING SOME UNMANNED,FIRE EQUIPMENT. 'accpamxwa TO ngscw,
. HE TV0 NEGRO FIREMEN VERE.NOVED TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH VERE
© ALREADY FULLY MANNED AND EQUIPPED. ALSO ACCORDING TO LAVSON

A NEGRO POLICEMAN WHO vnHKEn‘THE BEATvwﬂitH:INcLUDED THEf““
MOTEL WHERE KING WAS KILLED WAS MOVED OFF OF THAT BEAT
THE DAY KING WAS KILLED.
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE. THREE
.0T 44-2386

" THAT IMFORMATION ALONG WITH WHAT HE HAS. HEARD AND READ CQN-‘

{.

cmm NG UNIDENTIFIED RADIO CALLS WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH
FOR® A WHITE mus*mws LEADS HIN TO BELTEVE THAT THERE: MAY BE
A comsmmcy IN THIS. MATTER. R

'RESOLVE THE MATTER.
: ~ END
P
spe RN
\FBI' MEMPHIS
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ME# 44-1987

A search of the Memphis indices reflects that one
ROBERT M. GAINES, 2006 Arena Place, Nashville, Tenn., telephoned
Investigative Clerk R, M, CALK at the Nashville RA approximately
two years ago, at which time GAINES stated he had killed his
wife and buried her in a pit. CALK referred the information
to the Homicide Division of the Metro PD, This memorandum is
recorded in 62-0-10732,

The above was given to SA HESTER at approximately
7:45 AM, SA HESTER was requested to contact MAURICE MILLER
and arrange to accompany MILLER or the Secret Service Agent
assigned to interview GAINES,

I telephonically requested SA WILLIAM M, HOBBS to
check with the Metro PD, Nashville on R, M., GAINES or ROBERT M,
GAINES to obtain any further information on file regarding
that person.

SA HOBBS telephonically informed the morning of 1/28/69
that records of the Metro PD reflect the following regarding
ROBERT McEWEN GAINES:

GAINES was born | lor 1911, in Tennessee.
He is 5' 8" in height, weighs 140 1lbs., and has a dark complexion.
He has been arrested on six occasions since 19§86,

Oon 10/1/56, there was a breach of peace arrest. His
wife obtained the breach of peace warrant and on 10/8/56, he
was arrested for lunacy and carrying a shotgun. He was sent
to the County Hospital. He was arrested 9/24/58 for carrying
a pistol. On June 30, 1960, GAINES was arrested for disorderly
conduct, drunkenness, and carrying a shotgun. Other arrests are for
disorderly conduct, disturbing the peace, and similar offenses.

-2
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Page 2

Memorandum

Conversation with Huie

related that Mr. Foreman had done some soul searching since he had entered
into the defense of James Earl Ray and that Mr. Foreman wanted out of

this case. He then began to related that he had traveled extensively
checking out information given. to him from Ray through Hanes. Ray's

story about his complicity in the murder of King. He related that Ray

had spent some time in Puerto Vallarto, Mexico, and that Ray had re-
gistered at a hotel in Acapulco on October 8 and had made a long distance
phone call from that hotel to Corpus Christi, Texas. He related that

the Mexican police had checked his registration and found out this fact
four days after Ray had left the hotel. He stated that Ray, after killing
Dr. King went to Birmingham and he is convinced that he met with someone
in Birmingham that night and then on to Atlanta. From Atlanta he is con-
vinced from what he knows about the case that Ray went to Gary, Indiana,
and met Jerry his brother. He further stated that Ray ﬁent to Toronto

and held himself to be Bfidgman and Sneyd and that he spent nine days in
Montreal and that this can be verified by the fact that in Montreal he
robbed a food store. He stated further that Ray came in here on the

third and stayed in a motel here and that on the fourth he got a hair

cut on Union Avenue, that he had a fixation about getting hair cuts every-
where he went. Stated that Ray bodght the binoculars; Ray took the rifle
up into his room in the rooming house and that Ray told him that he was
sitting in the Mustang car when the fatal shot was fired and an unnamed
party came down the steps, jumped in the back of the Mustang, pulled a
sheet over him and they fled the scene. An earlier version was he stated
Ray told him he was to be in the room and to get the room so that they
might meet an unnamed, unknown party and discuss the sale of weapons.

Huie related that Ray would- tell-Hanes and.himself a stary and.they would. .
check this story out and would find that Ray had lied. .They would then
confront Ray with the fact that they had found out that Ray had told
them lies and then Ray would relate another story. Mr. Huie was convey-
ing to us that Ray was apt to lie on many occasions. Mr. Huie sa&s that -
from his knowledge of cons and from being a police reporter shows that
Ray's behavior was par for the course for that type of person. I asked
Mr. Huie if prior to our meeting if he had not turned over to Percy

Foreman all the handwritten notes that Ray had delivered to him. Mr, Huie
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