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BUTLER OF SCOTLAND YARD, WHEN ARRESTED THERE, HE SAID THIS
RECEIPT MIGHF® BE OF VALUE AT SOME FUTURE DATE, HE REFUSED TO
CLARIFY THIS,

RAY WOULD NOT AT ANY TIME DISCUSS CONSPIRACY OR
ANY ASPECTS OF IT., HE CONTINUOUSLY CLAIMED THIS WOULD BE MATTER
FOR HIS ATTORNEY TO HANDLE AND POSSIBLY SENATOR EASTLAND'S COMMIT-
TEE, HEAAESO EXPRESSED DISLIKE FOR FORMER AG CLARK BECAUSE OF HIEV
STATEMENTS BUT WOULD NOT CLARIFY WHAT STATEMENTS., HE DID, HOWEVER
SAY ABOUT CLARK THAT IF HE WAS SOFT ON CRIME AS THE NEWSPAPERS
SOMETIME REPORTED THIS WAS OKAY,

AT THIS TIME SAC ASKED RAY IF HE WOULD NOT LIKE TO
MEET A PAIR OF ASSOCIATES OF SAC, AGENTS JOE C, HESTER AND ROBERT
F, BOYLE, RAY SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO TALK TO FBI BECAUSE ALL
THEY WANTED TO DO WAS TRICK HIM, RAY AT CONCLUSION OF INTERVIEW
SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO TALK TO ANY OTHER AGENTS AT THIS TIME, HE.
WAS TOLD THERE WERE TWO OTHER AGENTS WITH SAC, HE DID MEET THESE
TWO AGENTS JUST PRIOR TO BEING RETURNED TO HIS CELL, HIS PARTING
COMMENT WHEN GOING THROUGH CELL DOOR WAS,"TAKE A GOOD LOOK
AS YOU MAY BE LOOKING FOR ME AGAIN."

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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RAY SAID'MAYBE I WILL NOT TALK WITH YOU AGAIN."

SAC TOLD RAY THAT HE WOULD RECONTACT HIM AGAIN
TOMORROW MORNING AND PERHAPS WE COULD AGAIN ENGAGE IN SMALL TALK.

ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE TO SEEK SECOND INTERVIEW

RAY'S COMMENT ABOUT TAKING A GOOD LOOK WAS
SPECIFICALLY POINTED OUT TO THE OFFICERS ON DUTY IN THE MAXIMUM
SECURITY SECTION AND IT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY POINTED OUT TO WARDEN
RUSSELL, IN ADDITION, IN DISCUSSIONS WITH WARDEN RUSSELL, SAC
REQUESTED THAT VISIT OF FBI TO TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARY SHOULD
BE HELD CONFIDENTIAL., WARDEN INDICATED HE WOULD DO SO BUT, OF
COURSE, STORY WOULD STILL GET AROUND IN THE PRISON YARD,

Approved:

Sent

Special Agent in Charge
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ME 44-1987

On Sunday, March 23, 1969, RUSSELL X. THOMPSON
who has known the writer for several years called writer
at home, stated that he was at home and not at his office;
that he was somewhat concerned that the newspaper reporters
had stretched out of proportion comments which he had made
concerning his turning his files over to the FBI, He pointed
out that he had not formerly turned over any written files
to the FBI; recalled that back in April he furnished informa-
tion to SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE as well as to Inspector N, E,
ZACHARY, then head of the Homicide Division, Memphis, Tennessee
Police Department, concerning the so-called 'blond Latin"
whose name he was not then privileged to disclose who claimed
to have information concerning the killing of KING. This
information has since been set forth in detail in: airtel
leads to Denver and New Orleans and has been resolved as not
having any bearing on information of evidence with regard to
the killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

THOMPSON stated that he was in New York on March
17 - 18, 1969 to discuss his knowledge of the JAMES EARL
RAY case with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, also known as
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, which has, in
recent years, hired him to represent various Negroes in
connection with criminal and civil rights matters in the
Memphis, Tennessee, area,

He stated that he has turned over all of his informa-
tion to them; that the bulk of his information has to do with
the visit to his office in early April 1968 of the so-called
"blond Latin" and also the information furnished by Fayette
County, Tennessee male Negro, JOHN MC FERRIN, a Negro merchant
who originally gained notoreity by furnishing information
concerning his alleged overhearing a produce dealer in Memphis
making a telephone call with regard to the alleged shooting of
KING,

THOMPSON recalled that someogec in the NAACP Legal
Aid Office at New York called the FBI in New York on or
about March 17, inviting that office to send a representative
to confer and receive information from THOMPSON, but the New
York office declined, stating that it did not want to send a
representative to a private conference. Later on Tuesday,
March 18, 1969, he, THOMPSON, while staying in New York, called
the New York office, talked to an Agent whose identity he did
not recall, at which time he offered to turn over all information
in his possession concerning possible relation to the JAMES EARL
RAY case and the KING killing to the FBI at New York. The Agent
told him that since he was not familiar with all the ramifications
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