












































SV 44-1768

He recalled that a friend of him, JERRY BENNETT,
had owned a 1965 Mustang, white, two door hardtop, BENNETT
is employed at Coronet Carpet Company, Dalton, Georgia,
but it is beljeved that he had traded the 1965 Mustang
in on another car, p

On the last Saturday in March, 1 8 he had
left Dalfon, Georgia, with JERRY BENNETIT IICE&EL
OCKL. who lives near Dalfon, Georgla. B&&iﬁﬂ!’“‘ﬁ"’

§ located by going out the Chatsworth Highway about
six miles, then turn off the highway onto a dirt road.
BILALOCK is in the U.S. Army at the present time,

f After leaving nnltnn, Georgia, on the last

- Saturday of March, 1968, BENNETT, and he doove

In BENNETT's 1965 !nstang to Atlanta Georgia, where they
stayed about two hours. They then traveled back to
Dalton, Georgia, where he, ERWIN, obtained his 1963
Lincoln Continental, light blue, and drove to Chattanooga,
Tennessee, along with BENNETT and BLALOCK in BENNETT's
1965 Mustang. In Chattanooga, Tennessee, BENNETT,

- BLALOCK and ERWIN checked in at the Florida Hotel *and
stayed there for one night and a day.

He left his car, the Lincoln Continental, in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and drove with BENNETT and
BLALOCK to Knoxville, Tennessee, where they stayed for
four or five hours, They then drove to Nemphis, Tennessee,
where they stayed for a couple of days. They laft
Memphis and drove back to Chattanooga and checked in at
the Florida Hotel, Chattanocoga, A Florida Hotel porter,
TEASDALE ROOSEVELT, a Negro male, about 65 to 66 years
of age, tall and muscular build, knows him, ERWIN, well,
Between 9 PM and 10 PM on April 4, 1968, TEASDALE ROOSEVELT
told him about the fact that Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING had
been killed in Memphis, Tennessee.

The next day, April 5, 1968, in the early
afternoon, he drove back to Dalton, Georgia, in his 1963
Lincoln Continental, About a half mile from Dalton, his
1963 Lincoln motor burned up and he had to have the car
hauled into Dalton to his home,

He knows nothing about the murder of Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KING,

A description of ERWIN as obtained by observation
and interrogation, is as follows:
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SV 44-1768

LEADS:
ATLANTA
AT DALTON, GEORGIA
1) 11 identify, locate and interview JERRY

BENNETT, o is employed at Coronet Carpets Company,
thoroughly regarding trip taken in latter part of

March, 1968, and first part of/April, 1968, together
with ROY RICHARD ERWIN (prote€t name of ERWIN at all
times) and MICHAEL BLALOCK,Vto Atlanta, Ga., Chattanooga,
Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn,, and Memphis, Tenn., and
back to Chattanooga, Tenn., and Dalton, Ga.

2) Will determine from BENNETT where he, BLALOCK
and ERWIN stayed in Memphis and purpose of their trip to
Memphis, Tenn.

3) Will determine from BENNETT where he heard about
murder of Dr., MARTIN LUTHER KING.,

4) Will determine where BENNETT, BLALOEK and ERWIN
went after leaving Chattanooga, Tenn.,, after hearing of
death of KING,

5) Will determine whether or not 1965 Mustang
disposed of and to whom, so that 1965 Mustang can be
examined to determine if a police radio ever was installed
in it.

6) Will identify, locate, and interview MICHAEL
BLALOCK, who lives on dirt road six miles out Chatsworth
Highway from Dalton, Georgia, who is said to be in U.S,
Army, at present, along same lines as JERRY BENNETT.

KNOXVILLE
AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE

1) Will contact the Florida Hotel to determine dates
on which JERRY BENNETT, MICHAEL BLALOCK and ROY RICHARD
ERWIN (protect at all times) were registered in the Florida
Hotel. (Note BENNETT, BLALOCK and ERWIN were allegedly
registered in Florida Hotel on 2/separate occasions in

late March, 1968, and early April, 1968,

2) Will contact a porter, TEASDALE ROOSEVELT, who
allegedly worke at Florida Hotel to determine if he knows
JERRY BENNETT, MICHAEL BLALOCK and ROY ERWIN, and if he told
them of death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING,

-9
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PAGE TWO
PH 44-1368

PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN - R ADVISED THIS DATE THAT HE HAD
BEEN AT BEVEL'S APARTMENT AND AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS AND THAT
ONE I0CAL OFFICIAL OF SELC STATED BRVEL WAS IN NEW YORK BUT
THAT SCLC WAS KEEPING THE QUIET. ALL OTHER SCLC PEOPLE
 ADVISID SINPLY THAT BEVEL WAS OUT OF TOWN. o

NEW YORK ATPEMPT 70 IOCATE HOSPTTAL AT WAICH BEVEL IS
I0GATED BUT DO NOT INTERVIEW WITHOUT BUREAY PERMISSION,

IT IS PEUP BEVEL SHOULD NOT BE INTERVIEWED IF HE IS
IN A MENPAL HOSPITAL BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE EMBARRAS
THE BUREAU, |

IF BEVEL IS IOCATED IN NEW YORK, THE PACT THAT HE IS
IN A MENTAL HOSPTTAL MAY BE EXCELLENT MATERTAL FOR COUNTER-
INTELIIGENCE,

 BUREAU IS REQUESTED T0 ADVISE WHETHER OR NOT BEVEL IS

70 BE INTERVIEWED IN HOSPITAL, | EE

ATRMAIL COPY SENT T0 ATIANTA AND MEMPHIS,
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LR 157-1215

: All of the above information was obtained by the
penitentiary in 1952.

Mr. GRASINGER advised there was no record at the
penitentiary of a previous inmate by the name of GERDON
WHITNER or with the last name of WHITNER,

LEADS :
LITTLE ROCK ' |
AT EUREKA SPRINGS AND HINDSVILLE, ARK. /

‘ Will identify and interview GERDON WHITNER “as re-
quested in referenced Memphis airtel to Bureau. {1t is noted
from information set forth in referenced Butte letter to
Memphis, GERDON WHITNER appears to have resided in northwest
Arkansas in the Eureka Springs area. Also information set
forth above from penitentiary records indicates that the
mother and father of MORRIS R, MC CARVER, G. W. and CORA
MC CARVER, resided in Hindsville, Ark., and that MC CARVER
had an aunt, Mrs. ARTHUR WHITNER, who resided in Eureka
Springs, Ark. Through these individuals, GERDON WHITNER may
possibly be identified and located.)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176







ME 44-1987

LEADS
1L.OS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFPORNIA

Will furnish any information re VAR known to that office
and if not known will attempt to idemtify her through logical sources
and at the Bank of America, 7th & Spring Street, or through contact
with the Baptist Church which might have funds to assist indigents,

Memphis indices contain no references to FREINDLY VAR,

nor is there any information awailkble to show any relationship
between correspondent and BAY,

o
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