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Memphis, Tennessee 
22, 1978

Jr., make this free and

F. Johnson and James A.

/Q November

A I, Solomon Jones,

voluntary statement to Burl Davis,

who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). No threats or 

promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 

I realize any statement I do make may be used in a court

of law.

I am currently serving a jail sentence at the 

Shelby County Jail (SCJ), Memphis, Tennessee, following 

conviction on an embezzlement charge. My permanent residence 

is located at 852 Faxon Street, Memphis, telephone 525-3447. 

Prior to the incarceration I was employed by the Hughes 

Bonding Company, 95 North Second Street, Memphis, which is 

operated by Neils Jones.

In 1968 I served as chauffeur for Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., while Dr. King was in Memphis. I was 

present at the Lorraine Motel, Memphis, on April 4, 1968, 

and was standing near Dr. King when he was killed on that 

date. Immediately after Dr. King was shot I observed an

individual dressed in something white moving behind the

building across the street on the west side of the Lorraine

Motel. This is the direction from which I heard a noise

that was apparently the sound of

the identity of this individual.

I do not know
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^n \J On an unrecalled date, Wayne Emmons, my attorney, 

who h^ an office at 100 North Main Street, Memphis, 

telephone number 523-7788, informed me that Duncan Ragsdale 

was attempting to locate me for Mark Lane, an attorney. 

Ragsdale was a candidate in the 1978 election campaign 

opposing Congressman Harold Ford for U.S. Representative 

in the congressional district in Memphis represented by 

Mr. Ford. Ragsdale learned I was incarcerated at the SCJ.

On an unrecalled date, approximately 30 days ago, 

Ragsdale and Mark Lane made an appearance at the SCJ and 

requested permission of SCJ officials to see me. Ragsdale 

told the SCJ officials I had invited him and Lane to visit 

me, which is not true. Ragsdale later told me it was 

necessary for him to tell the jail officials this in order 

to obtain permission to see me. After I signed a memorandum 

prepared by SCJ officials indicating I was willing to see 

Ragsdale and Lane, the jail officials allowed them to visit 

with me.

Lane opened the interview by asking, "Would you 

take $1,000 to put some hot news on the front page?".

I asked, "What kind of news?". Lane said, "You 

know the FBI was harassing Dr. King." I said, "No, I don't

know. Dr. King had personal business. I was Dr. King’s

driver." Lane asked, "Don’t you think the FBI set up the

plot to kill Dr. King?". I said, "I don’t know who set up

the plot and I don't know who killed hixfT"]

/O'
Lane said,
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"I'm going to get youzHpefore the Committee and I want you 

to tell the Committee that!Fauntroy and Dr. King had women 

living at the Lorraine Motel. Was that true?". I answered, 

"I don't know whether that was true." Lane stated, "The 

man you described running from the scene dressed in 

something white - don't you think it was the FBI?". I said, 

"I don't know who it was." Lane said, "The FBI put the 

woman in the crazy house to keep her from testifying she saw 

the FBI around the building before the shooting took place. 

Don't you think the FBI has gotten hold of Fauntroy to keep 

him quiet and from bringing the FBI to testify before the 

Committee?".

I understand the Committee referred to by Mr.

Lane to be the House Select Committee on Assassinations 

(HSCA) and that Mr. Fauntroy is the representative from the 

District of Columbia.

I am of the impression that Mr. Lane wants me to 

testify before the HSCA provided I testify that the FBI helped 

kill Dr. King and prefers I not testify otherwise.

Following the appearance of Mr. Ragsdale and 

Mr. Lane at the SCJ they proceeded to the Lorraine Motel 

where they Held a press conference. At this conference 

Mr. Lane announced he had met with Solomon Jones, the

chauffeur of the late Dr. Martin LutherJCing, Jr., but

y him at thatthat Mr. Jones would be unable to t ime.
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Thef following day a news release attributed to Lane contained 

information to the effect that I am a key witness to the 

killing of Dr. King and that the HSCA would not let me 

testify because my testimony would destroy the Committee.

My wife, Elizabeth, and mother-in-law, Maggie

Moore, have heard a radio broadcast on Memphis radio station 

WDIA wherein it was reported that WDIA has received a letter 

from Lane stating he was acting as an attorney for me. The

letter also stated that I would be in danger if I appeared

as a witness before the HSCA.

Lane is not now, has never been and will never be 

retained as an attorney by me. I was subpoenaed by the HSCA 

and was scheduled to appear as a witness on January 17, 1978. 

This appearance was canceled due to the death of Senator

Humphrey. I was informed by the Committee I would be

subpoenaed at

subpoenaed.

date but I have not been subsequently

Fite bowb oF TP* Swt***-* ^TtTR^»t^i>

l^lT^5^ 0/-'
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h
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595 from Birmingham to Memphis on 3/27/68 
from Memphis to Chicago on 3/27/68
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