











1'D-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

 FEDERAL BUREAU

!

OF INVESTIGATION -

REPORTING OFFICE

ATLANTA

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

1/4/76 - 1/29/76

DATE

2/3/76

TITLE OF CASE

YYPED BY

CW

REPORT MADE BY

SA THOMAS J. WILSON
CHARACTER OF CASE

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
REFERENCES: - Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 1/5/76, and
' Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76.
- P -
ADMINISTRATIVE:

_ARNOLD RAY GODFREY .
Georgia, teTephone & ;

v/

1
5036, was telephonically contacted on

105 Lakeshore Drive, Jonesboro,

1/16/76, and requested to submit to a polygraph examination at
which time he stated "I'm innocent, I don't want to talk to the

FBI any further".

v ‘GODFREY stated
this matter any further, he
his attorney JACK V. DORSEY,
e s
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

WINONE

if the FBI is interested in pursuing
i11 not talk unless the FBI contacts
934-8921, or 633-9607.

ACQUIT-

CASE HAS BEEN:

CONVIC, PRETRIAL

DIVERSION|FUG. FINES SAVINGS

TALS

RECOVERIES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR []veEs Ino
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MON THS [CJyes [{Ono

SPECIAL AGENT

APPROVED IN CHARGE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:

2 - Bureau (44-38861)
- E1 Paso (44-920)
2- Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Atlanta (44-2386)

T4-178T 97

3

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Agency

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By

COVER PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

On 1/19/76, LEON OWEN POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive,
Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically contacted the
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired
to postpone his polygrgh examination until the week of
1/26 - 30/76. '

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B.
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of rights form, which
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or
waiver to take a polygraph examination form.

On 1/19/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OWEN POWELL, after
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI.
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER.
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interview; substantially furnished
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep-
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY.
POWELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he
stated he was looking for someone who was interested in making
"big money". Also, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid.
However, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the question
and the words "big money" be substituted for $50,000. According
to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they
were sitting in Pete's Bar during the fall of 1967, and the
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at
which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he
would kill him for the right amount of money. POWELL advised a
couple of days after the imtial conversation with GODFREY while
they were in Pete's Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to
talk to them concerning a matter that had previously been
discussed, after they acknowledged in the affirmative that they
knew why he was there. The white male, whom POWELL identified
as RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it.

B -
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AT 44-2386

POWELL stated this white male never mentioned the killing of
KING or discussed how the killing would take place, but only
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of
money. One question of the polygraph examination was "Did
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase?". However, POWELL
stated RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he
had "twenty-five". POWELL, when questioned as to whether he
meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated RALPH never did state the
amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief-
case would have to be at least $25,000. RALPH also made the
statement that there would be "fifty more" when MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., was buried. However, when he questioned them as to
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL
-stated they would have to think about it, at which time RALPH
departed the bar stating if they had not made up their minds
by that time, he could not do business with them.

) " POWELL was afforded four separate examinations,
the first being a card test where POWELL viewedthree different
cards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these
questions and this test was inconclusive.

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing
relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the relevant questions
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPH, were
also inconclusive, in that POWELL did not react significantly
to any one of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions
concerning GODFREY, particularly the questions, "Did GODFREY
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money?", and
“"Did GODFREY tell you the big money was to kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.?". The reaction indicated on the chart was not signi-
ficantly 'strong enough to draw a conclusion as to deception and it
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL's
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY making
the statement concerning $50,000 to now stating "big money".

During the polygraph examination, POWELL appeared
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear
overly nervous, did not display any outward sign of emotion, but
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con-
cerning this whole matter and that he had a hard time breathing

-C -
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AT 44-2386

properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed.
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart,
POWELL would only state that he was tellhg the truth, and that
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident.
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree,
however, he appeared to be of limited intelligence and appeared
to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning,
he admitted to doing a 1ot of beer drinking, however, denied
drinking anything during the day of the examination.

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL
responded generally in the same manner to all questions asked
with no significant response to any individual question whereby
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were
determined to be inconclusive.

On 1/19/76, at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the
San Antonioc Division of the FBI, who was unassisted in the
collateral interview.

POWELL's "yes" regpnses to questions, "Did some-
one offer you and LEON $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?",
and "Did someone ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?", were
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is
truthtelling in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his
brother $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL's "no"
response to question, "Do you know who asked you and LEON to
ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the
answer indicate a possible knowledge regarding the unidentified
person mentioned in the above questions.

POWELL was Teft with the impression that results of
the polygraph examination were unclear and that the strong
possibility exited wherein the FBI would request an additional
test in the mediate future. Results of the test were not dis-
cussed in any way with POWELL nor was interrogation effected.

LEADS:
ATLANTA DIVISION

-D -
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AT 44-2386

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA.

Will recontact LEON OWEN POWELL and display to
him revised artist's conception and ascertain if identical
with RALPH (Last Name Unknown). :

- E* -
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: SA THOMAS J. WILSON Office: ATLANTA
Date: FEBRUARY 3, 1976
Field Office File #: 44-2386 Bureau File #: 44-38861
Title:
MURKIN
Character:
CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsis:

On 1/4/76, LEON OWEN POWELL 1nterv1ewed and
advised in late 0ctober‘ﬁ$wé3' "y Noveérmber, 1967, he and his

friend, RAY s regard1ng the assassination of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. A week after this initial meeting, an
individual named RALPH (LNU), contacted he and his brother

and advised them he would pay $75,000 to assassinate

MARTIN LUTHER KING,.JR. The POWELLS turned the offer down

and have not seen RALPH (LNU) since then. CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,
interviewed at Midland, Texas, and furnished same information.
RAY GODFREY located and interviewed and stated he never talked
to POWELL brothers about murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
and furthermore, has no knowledge of any individual named
RALPH. Other relatives of POWELLS contacted and advised both
LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are hard drinkers and question veracity
of statements.

-PpP -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;: it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1870 O - 406-840
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1/7/76

LEON OWEN PAWELL, a white male, 3841 Austin
Drive, Decatur, Georgla, telephone 289-1545 was advised
of the identities of the interviewing agents and
requested to furnish information that he possessed
concerning the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

POWELL was advised of his rights by
SA AUGUST W. BULFER as shown on a handwritten waitning and waiver
of rights form which POWELL executed after reading.
POWELL declired to fumish a signed statement, however
volunitowily rnished the following information.

.During late October or early November, 1967,
exact date unknown, during the late afternoon hours
he and his brother CLAUDE POWELL,MJR., who uses the
alias SHOTGUN POWELL, a white male who is currently
located at the Scottish Inn, room number unknown, at
Midland, Texas, employaént unknown, were having a
drink in Pete'’s Bar at Moreland and Confederate
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia.

He and his brother were approached by
a mutual friendi RAY GODFREY a white male, approximately
40 years old, 6'1" tall, 220 pounds, auburn hair, country
and western singer, employed with the Atlanta Sanitation
Department, who asked if he and his brother would
be interested in making $50,000.

During the conversation with GODFREY it was
determined that GODFREY could and would put them in
contact with an individual who would pay them to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KIN&, JR., He and his brother
expressed interest in the contract to murder KING
at which fime the conversation with GODFREY was
terminated and GODFREY told them that they
would be contacted concerning the murder contract of
KING in the near future.

intorviowed on____L/4/76 +_Decatur, Georgia Fie sAtlanta 44-2386
SAs THOMAS J., WILSON and
by AUGUST W. BULFER /bw Date dictated___L/71/76
This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is looned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be disiribuled cutside your agency.
-2 -
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é'r 442386

Approximately one week after the meeting
with GODFREY the POWELL brothers were again drinking
in Pete's Bar, exact date unknown, at approximately
4 or 5 PM when they were approached by an individual
named RALPH (Last Name Unknown), a white male,
heavy set, 6'1" to 6'2", no accent, well groomed,
late 40's, well spoken, who he described as a
“"Lawyer type'". RALF! {LWU) who was in possession
of a briefcase approached him and his brother,
put his briefcase on the table, and said, "I guess.
you know why I'm here", He and his brother nodded
their heads in assent at which time RALPH opened his
briefcase displaying what he said was $25,000
and he then said, "If you decide to take the job
there's $50,000 more when it's completed". SHOTGUN
POWELL replied to RALPH that he and his brother neede<
time to think it over, at which time RALPH (LNU) stated,
"If your mind is not made up now I can't do business
with you". RALPH (LNU) then stood up and tnothing
else was said. RALPH (LNU) closed his briefcase
and left. ' ‘ )

POWELL stated that neigher he nor
his brother observed how RALPH (LNU) came or left
the bar and they have not seen RALPH (LNU) since
that date. ' .

During the short conversation with RALPH
he never adually said that the money being offered
to them was to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He has not had any type of contact
with RAY GODFREY in a?proximately seven years and
does not know GODFREY's current location.

The only other individuals aware of he and
his brother's meeting with RALPH (LNU) are his former
wife, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, a white female, 4120 Glenwood
Road, Amrtment A, Atlanta, and PETE DAVIS, a white
male, owner of the bar where he and his brother
talked with RALPH (LNU).

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



gT 44-2386

The bar where he and his brother met
RALPH (LNU) burned down several years ago and he
believes that PETE DAVIS is currently manager for
Shrimp Boatsrestaurants with headquarters in Macon,
Georgia. DAVIS also could possibly be contacted
through HERBERT DAVIS who lives on Flat Shoals
Road in Atlanta, Georgla and used to own the Atlanta
Technical School.

_ His former wife has no first hand knowledge
of the matter. She is aware of the facts as he
described them to her.

PETE DAVIS actually observed RALPH (LNU)
enter and exit his bar but DAVIS never entered
the conversation between RALPH (LNU) and themselves.

Neither he nor his brother were involved
in the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., because
the whole situation as he described above "scared us".
E Y

He is willing to take a polygraph in
this matter.

He has waited nine years to contact
the FBI regarding this matter %ecause he recently
observed a documentary on television which disturbed
his conscience and he felt he had to furnish this
information to the FBI.

POWELL stated the reason he believes he and
his brother were contacted by GODFREY is because his
brother, SHORGUN POWELL served five years for
armed robberg and during the period of time around 1967
his brother had a reputation for being an expert
with a shotgun. POWELL stated his brother constantly
carried a shotgun because '"He has an inferior complex".

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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POWELL advised he does not know JAMES
EARL RAY and has no other information concerning tle
mirder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He believes that his brother will ‘ ¢
cooperate in discussing this mtter with the FBI and ’
he does not know if GODFREY would be willing to discuss
his knowledge of what transacted between them in 1967,

The following description~of LEON OWEN
POWELL was obtained through observation and interview:

Race

Sex

Date of Birth
- Place of Birth

Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Build

Complexion

Tattoos, marks and

scars

Education

Employment

Residence

White
" Male

2§ephens'County, Georgia

142
Blond
Brovn
Medium
Light

Tattoo on right arm near
shoulder of a lady in a
champagne «glass., The

words Betty and True Love
tattooed on left forearm,

On left arm I:bicep is

tattoo of a cherry with words
'here's mine where's yours'
High School, Toccoa,

Georgia

Self-employed as drywall
installer, currently

unemp loyed

Living with son DAVID POWELL
age 18 and wife BRENDA at
3841 Austin Drive, Decatur,
Georgia. His son DAVID will
always know his whereabouts.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Military Service U. S. Army, 1952-1955,
service number RA14478523,
Ranger Instructor, discharged
as Private for going Shsent

, ' Without Official Leave (AWOL)
Marital Status Divorced
- Other Home Address Route 2, Toccoa, Georgia
: telephone 886=-3254

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 10-11-63)

| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 1/15/76

CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottish
Inn Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holiday Hill Road,
Room 211. POWELL was advised of the identities of the
interviewing Agents and at the outset of the interview,
was asked if he had been in contact with any member of
his family or in particular, his brother, LEON POWELL.
POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his
family, including LEON POWELL, since his departure from
Atlanta, Geoxrgia, on December 31, 1975. He was then
- interviewed as follows:

POWELL was asked if he had ever been offered
a large sum of money to commit a murder, and he immediately
volunteered that he had been offered $25,000 shortly be-
fore the actual  assassindion of MARTIN LUTHER KING to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. He recalled the circumstances
of that offer as follows:

, Approximately three to four weeks prior to the
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON
POWELL, were seated in a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY
GODFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them
at their booth and engaged in conversation with LEON. He
paid no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were

~ talking about. GODFREY left the booth, and, in approximately

10 to 15 minutes, an individual previously unknown to him,
came to their booth and seated himself opposite from LEON
and him. .

As this unknown person sat down, he placed an
expensive-looking black brief case on the table. He described
the unknown person as being a white male, approx1mately 5'8"
in height, medium build, approximately 150 pounds,
approximately 30 years of age. POWELL explained that the
unknown person appeared to him to be out of place in such
an establishment as Pete's Bar, in view of his dress,
which did not fit into the crowd that frequented Pete's Bar.

1/8/76 ot Midland, Texas File # __EP 44-920

SA GERALD D. GALBREATH )
SA FRANZ W. NENZEL FWN:pm Date dictated 1/14/76

hi nt cont'\mq neither recomme 15 ¢ [ ‘ ‘
';‘ouf Sé’ecx?c? it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

'ndations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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The unknown person impressed him as being a well educated
person, who appeared to be a professional type such as a
lawyer. He said the unknown person was clean cut, and
very calm and cool in his manner. He stated the unknown
person may have introduced himself, but he does not
recall any names. The unknown person asked LEON and him

"if they wanted to pull a job. He does not known the

exact wording, but he questioned the unknown person
concerning the nature of the job, and how much money it
paid. The unknown person told him and LEON that he wanted
them to do away with someone and when POWELL questioned

the unknown person further, he was told that it was

someone important. The unknown person then told him and
LEON that he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and would
pay them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done.

The unknown person then opened his brief case which was

full of wrapped currency; some of the bills he noticed were
in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by

the statements of the unknown person, and initially assumed
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforcement
officer trying to trick him. After the unknown person

made the offer, he ignored any further conversation,
whereupon the unknown person closed his.brief case and
departed. :

He has riever had any further contact, nor did he

‘ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person, or

means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN

LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad reputation
of being a hoodlum because of his past prison record,
participation in several fights, and habit of carrying a
shotgun in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to

the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred.

He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this
incident, and further denied affiliation with any group

which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he had made
statements while drunk to the effect that he had no aversion
to killing blacks, although he had never seriously considered
doing so. -

POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to

learn, approximately three to four weeks later, that MARTIN
LUTHER KING had been murdered. He advised that he did not

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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go to any law enforcement officers, and tell them of the
above contact with the unknown person, because he felt
he might become a suspect in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER
KING .

POWELL was then requested to assist the FBI
by providing an artist conception of the unknown person
who contacted him at Pete's Bar by the use of a facial
identification catalogue. It was explained to POWELL
that a sketch would be made from a combination of
features that he selected from photographs displayed in
the catalogue. Each category in the catalogue was
thoroughly explained and photographs in these categories
were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would
be unable to assist in this regard because he had only
talked with the unknown person for approximately five
minutes, and that he would not recognize him even if he was
brought into his motel room at that moment.

The follow1ng descriptive data was obtalned
through interview and observation:

Name ‘ __.__CLAUDE PpOWELL, JR.
Alias Junior Powell

: Shotgun Powell
Sex _ Male
Race ' i
Place of Birth Stephens County, Georci
Height 6'2
Weight 170
Hair Gray-—-Black
Eyes Blue
Education Finished 4th grade
Employment Self employed
Occupation Carpenter and dry wall
. : finisher
Parent HEPSTE POWELL,

Route 3, Toccoa, Georagi:

Brothers . LEON POWELL,
Atlanta, Georgia
HUBERT POWELL

. Route 3, Toccoa, Georgi:

WENDELL POWELL,

Belmont, North Carolina

: (address unknown)
-9 - EDWARD POWELL,
Shamdon, Georgia

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Sister FLORIS BRYSON
Franklin, North Carolina
. (address unknown)
Wife ' JACKIE POWELL,
- unemployed, 4163 Cambyv Lane,
no telephone, Decatur, Georgia
Permanent address Same as wife
Tattoos Dragon, left bicep; "LUCY,
my wife is so dear to me',
left forearm: "LOIS" inside
right forearm; "Too sweet
to live, to mean to die",
across chest; "BONNIE" upper
right shoulder: "BETTY", upper
left shoulder

»

- 10 -
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—

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia:

On January 7, 1976, the Atlanta City Directory
Haines City Directory, and Greater Atlanta Southern Bell
Telephone Directory for the years 1967 and 1968 were
reviewed with negative results regarding and establish-
ment on Moreland Avenue named Pete's Place or any similar
name. :

SHIRLEY LANE, bartender, Driftwood Lounge,
1575 Moreland Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that
approximately seven or eight years ago an individual
named PETE DAVIS did in fact own and operate a bar in the
last block of Moreland Avenue. She has heard that PETE
DAVIS has since passed away. Ms. LANE advised PETE's wife,
DOROTHY DAVIS, could possibly be located at telephone
number 957-2626. She stated she has been a frequent
visitor to the lounge known as Pete's Place and that is
the reason why she is so familiar with PETE and DOROTHY
DAVIS. :

- 11 -
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_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

el

1/15/76

H

Date of franscription

DOROTHY DAVIS, telephone number 857-2626, was
contacted and advised that her husband, PETE DAVIS, did
own and operate a bar on Moreland Avenue. This bar was
at one time known.as Pete's Place.

Her husband died from cancer in May, 1975.

‘She is not famiiiar with the name RALPH (last
name unknown), LEON or CLAUDE POWELL. She remembers her
husband talked about RAY GODFREY, however, she has no
idea how he could be located.

She has no idea what became of the records
concerning the operation of Pete's Place.

At the cutset, Mrs. DAVIS was advised of the
identity of the interviewing agent, the nature of the inquiry,
and that any information she furnished could be used in
a court of law. She voluntarily furnished the above

.
information:
Inierviewei?ﬁ%/"ls at Atlants Ge S!f;r:' - File # AP 442386
by SATHOMAS—J —WILSOMN—% Date dictated 3t g
AT WIDOON—TWY AL/ A2/ 70
This documen! contdins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBIl and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contenls are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. KING, JR.

"~ on a Friday night and physically remove her husband in order £
" “ that he would spend all of his paycheek so the children would i - -
" have some food. :
" talked about killing different 1nd1v1duaﬂs. She assumed this .
fn:had a lot to do with when he was . 1n the'Aymy :

;:ftold her the same story while heawas sober, she would tend to
;put some truth in the incident. ' f

POWEEL from July, 1955, until 1975.

| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription

1/14/76

ANNIE LOIS CAMPOS was contacted at her residence -
and furnished the following 1nformat1on :‘ =

She was unable to remember any incident where her

- husband told her he and his brother had:been hired to assassinate

any individual. Upon the suggestion of the interviewing Agents
by naming MARTIN LUTHER KING,JJR., as the victim, Mrs. CAMPOS
immediately responded that sometime after MARTIN LUTHER KING, JP

" was assassinated, her husband told her that an individual had -
approached him in a bar, had shown him a’suitcase full of money

and suggested that he and his brother assass1nate MARTIN LUTHER
When he told her about this incident, he was under -
the 1nf1uence of alcholic beverages; in fact, she stated her
husband was an atoholic. Many times she had to go to the bar -

A lot of times when herhusband was drunk he

Mrs. CAMPOS stated, howe 5 that 1f her husband

Race

Sex 4

Date of birth
PTlace of birth
Husband's name

Homer, Georgia
.OLE CAMPOS

She had prev1ously been marr1ed to LEON ONEN

Interviewed on

1/7/76 Atlanta, Georda Atlanta 44-2386

File #

SA CHARLES T. CARROLL, JR., and

b SA THOMAS J. WILSON TIW:wy/cw _ < 1/13/76

¥ Date dictated

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to yovr agency;
it ond ils contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. - 13 -
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AT 44-2386
TIW:wy
1

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON in Atlanta, Georgia.

On January 7, 1976, Mrs. L. S. PENNINGTON, Direc-
tor of Personnel, City of Atlanta, was contacted and
advised she had caused the city personnel records to be
reviewed and could find no record of RAY GODFREY or RAYMOND
GODFREY being employed or having ever been employed by
the City of Atlanta.

C. L. SNEED, Secretary, Musicians Union Number
148, Atlanta, Georgia, advised he reviewed the union's
records and could find no reference to a RAY or RAYMOND
GODFREY. SNEED suggested that BOBBY JOHNSON, radio
station WPLO be contacted regarding the names of any
old time country and western singersg

- 14 -
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" AT 44-2386
TIW:wy
1

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia:

On January 8, 1976, BOBBY JOHNSON, Country
Music Section, radio station WPLO, Atlanta, Georgia,
advised there had been a country and western singer
by the name of RAY GODFREY in 1967 or 1968, This singer
was handled locally by Lowery Music Company, Atlanta,
Georgia. BILL LOWERY at Lowery Music would probably
have more information aboyt the whereabouts of RAY
GODFREY .

On January 8, 1975, MARY TALLENT, secretary
to the president, Lowery Music Company, advied that
back in 1967, Lowery Music had handled a country and
western singer by the name of RAY GODFREY. GODFREY
would at this time be a white male approximately 45 to 50
years of age. 1In 1967 GODFREY worked for the Atlanta
Water CTompany, telephone 422-1481.

She had numerous dealings with RAY GODFREY
and described him as a "very country fellow" and
refused to believe that he could be in any sort of trouble.

COTTON CARRIER, song writer, Lowery Music
Company, Atlanta, Georgia, was also contacted and advised
that the last time he had talked to RAY GODFREY that RAY
GODFREY was employed with the Atlanta Water or either
the Atlanta Sewer Department at telephone number 622-
1481. He stated that GODFREY was a very likeable fellow
and could not possibly be in any trouble.

The Haines City Directory revealed that telephone
numper ¢22-1481 1s listed to the City of Atlanta Sewer
Department.

- 15 -
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AT 44-2386
2

Mrs., L, S, PENNINGTON, Director of Personnel,
City of Atlanta, was recontacted and advised that PAT
SOJKA, supervisor, administrative services, would be
the person to contact regarding anyone employed at
telephone number 622-1481,

PAT SOJKA was contacted and advised that he is
familiar with the City of Atlanta employee named RAY
GODFREY. Current records of the Sewer Department reflect
a true name of A, R, GODFREY living at 1105 Lakeshore
Drive, Jonesboro, Georgia, telephone 477-5036,

On January 12, 1976, GROVE DAY, supervisor,
City of Atlanta Sewer Division, was contacted and advised

that RAY GODFREY was employed in his department and
could be interviewed any morning before 8:30 A.M,

- 16 -
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. FD-3CZ (REV, 11-27-70) O \ . ‘O :
oy - / ‘.’

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/14/76

Date of transcription,

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jones-
boro, Georgia, was contacted at his place of employment,
City of Atlanta Sewer Department, 360 Englewood Road, SE,
and advised that an interview was desired with him concern-
ing an allegation regarding his participation in a plot to
assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING. He was promptly advised
of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON and
stated he under. tood his rights, but did not wish to sign
anything, however, would consent to be interviewed.
Thereafter, and promptly following this, he was inter-
viewed and furnished the following information: ’

He has been employed by the City of Atlanta in
the Sewer Department since 1949. He worked for approximately
eight years as a laborer, the last five years as a foreman.
and all the time in between as a truck driver. He was
.also a country and western singer for some time. Most of
his records were produced in 1967 or 1968. One of the
records under the Saber label was on one side '"Count me
out" and on the other side "Try one on for size'. Another
record under the Columbia label was called "Always room
for one more Fool like Me'.

When he was actually engaged as a country and
western singer he was tending bar part-time at a bar known
as Pete's Bar on Moreland Avenue. He also had a band and
sang with thewm at the same time.

He did not know anything about any assassination
plot of any kind. He never talked with anyone regarding
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING before KING had been ass-
assinated. He did not make any arrangements with anyone
to have KING assassinated by CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. When
questioned about any well-dressed individuals frequenting
Pete's Place GODFREY remembered a white male approximately
45 years of age with wavy hair, very clean-cut and very
well spoken being in Pete's Place numerous times. This
individual carried a walking stick in his right hand and
to the best of GODFREY's memory, this individual had
something wrong with his right leg.

1/13/76 Atlanta, Georgia AT 44-2386
Interviewed on of : File #
SA BERNARD R. BERRY
, SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy 1/13/76
by . Date dictated
- 17 -
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AT 44-2386

!

GODFREY could not remember the individual's name
but described him as approximately 5'11", 170-180 pounds,
of Latin descent. GODFREY further stated that this
individual could talk in two different languages, one of
which he thought was "Mexican". He stated that this
individual had lots of money and was thought to be owner
of a number of bars in honky tonk places around Atlanta.
He thought that one of the bars that this individual
owned in 1967 was located at the corner of Hunter and
Bell Street in Atlanta., This individual was driving a
big black automobile, probably a Lincoln. He was reportedly
associated with the Venable Music Company in some manner,
GODFREY thought that it was possible that some individual
connected with Venable Music Company and this individual
were connected in numerous enterprises throughout the
city. GODFREY stated that PETE DAVIS would be able to
identify this individual. GODFREY further stated that

~ possibly DIANE (last name unknown) a former bartender at

Pete's Place may also be able to identify this individual.
DIANE also owns a bar known as "The Office" located on
Flat Shoals in Atlanta

GODFREY again denied having any conversation
with the POWELLS' or anyone else regarding the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING prior to his actual 'assassination.
GODFREY advised he would be more than willing to take a
polygraph examination to clear the .air.,

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Race White
Sex ’ Male
Date of birth \
Place of birth Copperhill,. Tennessee
Height 613" '
Weight 210

- 18 -
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AT 44-2386

Hair
Residence

Telephone
Military service

" Arrest record

Greying

1105 Lakeshore Drive
Jonesboro, Georgia
477-5036

Served with the National
Guard, State of Georgia

-Number 24-77-30-31, honorable

discharge
None admitted other than
drunk driving

GODFREY stated he had never been..a member of the
Ku Klux Klan or any other radical organization.

- 19 -
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AT 44-2386

On January 15, 1976, DIANE BRADY, white female,
date of birth place of birth Atlanta, Georgia,
current owner of The UOffice Lounge, was interviewed and she
advised she is quite certain that in 1967, she was employed
as a carhop and bartender at Pete's Place on Moreland Avenue.
She advised she is familiar with RAY GODFREY and after viewing
a photograph of CLAUDE POWELL, JR., and LEON OWEN POWELL, she
stated she was familiar with both of them. She stated she has
never heard anyone talking about any murder of any type at
Pete's Place. She was unable to identify anyone resembling an
artists conception of RALPH (Last Name Unknown). She advised
she can only describe one individual who came into Pete's
Place who was well-dressed and walked with a limp. She advised
she knew the individual as "DUKE". "DUKE'was a white male,
approximately 6'0", 180 pounds, dark hair, walked with a 1imp,
and drove a large dark car with a Gwinnett County tag. She
advised "DUKE" always seemed to have money, in fact, he gave
her a $50 tip. She can not locate "DUKE" at this time, and
in fact, she has been trying to find him on her own. "DUKE"
very rarely went into the bar, and always got his beverages
through the carhops. DIANE advised another carhop named
DOTTIE (Last Name Unknown), who she tinks is currently working
for Barbara's Lounge on Moreland Avenue, might be able to
assist in the identification of the individual in the artist's
conception in view of the fact that she was a Tong-time
employee of Pete's Place. '

On January 15, 1976, EDNA McKINNON, owner of
McKinnon's Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she does have
an employee named "DOTTIE". "DOTTIE" did work for her when
she owned The Piglet Restaurant, Tocated at Hill Street and
Moreland Avenue in Atlanta. "“DOTTIE" had the day off and
McKINNON advised she was out of town. She stated DOTTIE would
be back for work at 2:00 PM, Friday, January 16, 1976.

‘ DIANE BRADY was recontacted and she advised all
other employees of Pete's Place have died since Pete's Place
was closed. She advised that as far as she can remember, the
only individuals stiil 1iving who were connected with Pete's
Place are herself, DOTTIE, and RAY GODFREY. A bt of the
customers are still around and frequent her bar, "The Office".

- 20 -
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AT 44-2386

On January 16, 1976, DOTTIE UNDERHILL, waitress
at McKinnon's Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she has never
worked at any other establishment on Moreland Avenue. She
stated she has never been employed at any Tounge called "Pete's
Place", nor is she familiar with the name PETE DAVIS.

DAVID McKINNON, son of the owner of McKinnon's
Restaurant, ‘advised his father has employed numerous waitresses
some of whom even supply phony names. He has worked for his
father for the last eighteen years. He advised he can not
recall any other waitress named "DOTTIE" other than the one
who is employed now.

- 2] -
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27:70) O C - O

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 . . ‘ ‘ Date of Iranscription 1/14/76

JO PRESSLEY, Identification Division, Atlanta
Police Department, advised her department had the following
ds on a LEON OWEN POWELL, date of birth
E‘jij and a CLAUDE POWELL, JR. Ms. PRESSLEY provide
photostatic copies of the identification record for
both individuals which are attached hereto.

interviewed on_1/7 /76 o_Atlanta, Georgia File # _AT 44=-2386 :
by __SA THOMAS J. WILSON swy Date dictated 1/13/76
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;

it and ils conlents ore not to be distributed oulside your agency.
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BUREAU NO.

S
E\vri e
=

a
* o
/-
we®

53 14 29

NAME POWELL, LEON  OWEN RACE WHITE sex . fAALE
- "ALIASES NATIONALITY U.S.A.
ADDRESS 371 TIRRY STREET S.E. CITY ATLANTA STATE — GEORGIY
OCCUPATION __ SERVICE STATION ATTENDENT oo oo’ - GRESHAM PARK PHILLIPS 66: 27 GRESIAM ©°
_ ' DEKALD CO., GA.
 BIRTHPLACE __ STEPUENS CO., GA, _DATE OF BIRTIIJ L aGE 21
EDUCATION — 2 pumwp MEDIUM HEIGHT 6-0 WEIGHT 150
-COMPLEXION ___ RUDDY +EX@NR HAIR BLOND EYES___ OREY
| SCARS & MARKS TT OF WOMAN IN GIASS RT. UEPIR OUTER ARM
7T w@yng MINE - WHERES YOURSY & CHERRY LT. OUTER UPPER AR |
 SPOUSE 10IS POWELL ADDRESS SAME AS PRISONER
. PARENT #0: HEPSIE POWELL ADDRESS 509 SPRTNG ST., TOCCOA, GEORGIA
RELATIVE BRO: EDARD POVELL ADDRESS ____ 963 HERX MORELAND AVE,, MNF,, ATLANTA,
 CRIME A.M.C. ‘ - ‘ DOCKET
arrEsTEDIUN 29 '596~0FF1CER< _ MOSS FROM COURT HOUSE WARR. 155UED £729-62

*Iarr-AMC-—-’%OO—Clvi] “5-29-62

L ENTRY ££2H-27-4
e

A A

—JUN 29 1952

B.F.

. RELEASED rOM JALL &

\)g/qu Jﬁr\‘\z.\.

- DISPOSITION

AN

u)l"t\/\awaJn 1667

\Q/]\\/L
A

;

o 1

<

ALl g, e
U AT W WA A (7
™~

NS

S,
DATE / —

i

RECEIVED AT BEYLEOOD

RELEASED FROM BELLWOOD

FPC

12 M 29V
I.19W

ipo 15
100 _1f

y : :
SIGNATUR%}\jﬂi’—&??/Z. @f

@)@«.@\Q/ﬂ Q

2B }:’Q SHATTILES

t‘\ (ngut lndex)
Do bars _JUL 9 ¢ 1952

VI

FINGERPRINTED BY

INFORMATION BY

U\j\l \L\/\\{f D

BURE AU OF IDENTIFICATION, ATLANTA POLICE DEPAR/

FORM 32-1-30

L%

IMENT, ATLANTA, GA.
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ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT : ' .

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

v (™ '
el iy 3§-€} , © Herbert T. Jenkin:
pRcil :XE Ml B 8

B
St Captain 3§ Charge

211422

The following is the record of APD No. crd FBI No, 220 012 T
CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND ARRESTED
OR CHARGE . DISPOSITION
FINGERPRINTS NUMBER . RECEIVED-
Provost Marshal Ieon Powell ‘ 8-26-55 | Art, 86 o Disposition Availabl
Ft. fenning, Ga. #80475 | 192
PD, Atlanta, Ya, f![éeon) 0. Powell 6-28-62 | wife Beating Withdrawn 7-6-62 -
: : #211h22 ' '
PD, Atlanta, Ga. Ieon Owen Powell 6-29-62 | Abandonment Withdrawn Fubel2

#211)22

FUR e

DATH

SRR e

* Represents notalions wnsupported by fingerprints
NOTICE: This record s furnished for offictal wse only

- 24 -

S?-‘OHM 3%-1-37

g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

NENR



L

LI SS#  UNKKNOWE
BUREAU NO,EB_?‘R}?QQ ________ I
AME  POWFLL,  CLAUDE  JR. race. W sex. M
ALIASES —_ POMELL, J.R. NATIONALITY .. e
AODRE s ULO3 CAMDY LANE .. city_ DESATI, STATE _...Che
occupaTion. . DRY WALL PINIGHER EmpLovER _ SELE EMPLOYED 3 B
BIRTHPL ACE STEVENS CO. CA. DATE OF BIRTH] _ ace U8
EDUCATION 5 BUILD ____ MED. HEIGHT__ 602 weignt 171
RUD . (suewoenwemuwsr:::; e S TenT

COMPL EX!ON(

FAIR-DARK-RUDDY.FRECKLED-ETC.)

(RECEDING-BALD-CURLEY-KINKY.PROCESSED-ETC.)

Eyes_  DRU EYE DEFECT — (DESCRIBE)._ NONE MUSTACH-BEARD-GOATEE ___NONE

TEETH__ N RMAT, . NOSE NORMATL
lFALSE-PROTRUD[NG-UROKEN-MISS‘NG-DECAYEO-GOLDCAP) {HOOKED-PUG-CROOKED-LONG-BROAD-ETC.}

varys TT:DRAGON-LUCY-MY WIFE TS SO DEAR TO MEw.7.IEFT ARM -

{TATTOOS-MOLES-WARTS-DIMPLES-BIRTHMARIS-ETC.-DESCRIB

VISIBLE SCARS-(DESCRIBE) NOKE VISIBLE

E LOCATION)

AMPUTATIONS & DEFORMITIES NOWE

{(CUT-BURN-ETC.-DESCRIBE & LOCATION ON BODY)

MISC. CHARACTERISTICS RIGHT HANDED

(LEFTHANDED-HARE LIP.-PIERCED EARLOBES-ETC.}

SPEECH : _NORMAL GAIT NORMAT, ,_
{SOFT-LOUD-RAPID-FOREIGN-VULGAR-LISPS-STUTTERS-MUMBLES-ETC.} {FAST-SLOW.SHUFFLES-LIMPS}

CLOTHING TYPE - (SPORT-BUSINE SS-WORK-ETC.) SPORT

spouse_ YACKIE POMELL ADDREss ___ SAME AS P _

b arenTs  MO: HEPSIE POWELL ADDRESS TOCCOA, GA. _

ReLATIVES . BO: LEON POWELL . ADDRESS 22 MEADOW TANE, DECAT'R,GA.

crimg _ INDECENT EYPOSURE 2, DRUNK

DOCKET_ é‘g,.é

ARRESTED 082‘;73 OFFICERS ML CRO‘WDER

WARR. ISS.

JAIL ENTRY

RELLEASE FROM JAIL

y

DIEROSITION 0
N OS /S Z b, SE2 = o/
tt.nv..,_:‘_'J ‘g/,(,y/,,‘{)/é/éé—m“h/:?ﬂn (,/ Re— \ /
il —)
REC'D AT BELL.WOOD : // /?y@;_&iéf@gb .
RELEASED FROMBE ~ ™ s e
SIGN /B jf ;\O’(W ’)
ATURE . \__ ) ey A7
INFORMATION BY ___ _-LLF N _PRINTED BY N\

V’W 95\1
1‘,1&2&@9@14_‘7_”?

XPHOTCGRAPHED BYY

. DATE —____0Q82573N

X OFLC PREV ARm RMB'@— L0 5 1T 00 14
~ 113 1 01 13

43—:/,’,1 Mg Q‘&Fp'yté‘(

§

IDENTIFICATION SECTION - ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT

ATLANTA, GEORGIA ;
. = 2 -

FOTa 30639 RITVISED
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The following s the

ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT |

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

231799"

record of APD No.

Herbert T. Jenkins,

Chief of Police

:

and FBI No.

Captain in Charge

212 oL6 A

ARRESTED

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND , -
. OR CHARGE DISPOSITION
FINGERPRINTS NUMBER RECEIVED o
Claude Powell, Jr, |5-10-L9 Armed Robb, 5-10 Yrs. S, Pen

Mecklenburg Co, Pol,

Charlotte, N. C,

B, of I, Pr. Div,
Raleigh, N, C.

PD &t1anta,Ga

¥PD, Atlanta, Ga,

#1822

Claude Powell, .Jr.
#19663

Claude Powell Jr
#231759

Ciéude’ Powell
#231799

5-24-19 - | Robb,-
6-28-65 A1lowing Intox.
Person to Drive (2)
8-25-73 | Indecent Exposure

Drunk

5-10 Yrs,
;-23-52 Paroled
3-28-5ly Disch, Per Exp,

56127~ Ct 1~ $100
and 8 mos; 56128 Ct 2
$25 and b mos cornc w/
56127 6-28-65

$25 or 13 das
8-27-73

$25 or 13 das.
8-27-73

* Represents motations unsupported by fingerprints

PORM 32-1-27

NOTICE: This record is furnished for ofiicial wse

et ST

e RO LT L
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AT 44-2386

On January 14, 1976, the FBI Identification
Division, Washington, D.C., provided the attached identifica-
tion record for ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, date of birth
place of birth Cooperhill, Tennessee:

-27-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | ,1 -14-76 807 MLH

FENERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI MON
IDENTIFICATION DIiVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

None Assigned

The following FBI record, NUMBER , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this identification Record represenfs data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors.
WHERE DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS

St -

DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED OR
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION
PD Forest Park | Arnold Ray 3-7-64 D/C drunk
GA Godfrey N D/C cursing
13110 driving wrong
side of road
suspicion poss
dangerous drugs
S ther fin- crnry 3 nor
deni B n
i ¢ nemhor g is iMewed
Pk ’,j uest
et {5 o Lru cuie ]’5 e
elvicudlin vinem yoy urg inletsted
- 28 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTlOE

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE¢ .ATION |l 14— 76 807 IILP )

2 IDENTIFICATION DIVISION L A
WASHINGTON, D. G, 20537 -

The followmgmfo motio r FBI record, NUMBER

is urnls e

FEIC EONLY. None Assbi‘gned

Description and Related Data: ARNOLD RAY GODFREY

Race: W

Sex: M-

Height: 74"

Weight: 134 ﬂ
Hair: Brn

Eyes: Brn

Date and Place of Birth: Cooperhill TN

Scars and Marks: Sga;r R/F arm 2"

Address: In 1964 569 Greham Ave Atlanta GA

Occupation: Construction

iifcra(i.'yin;; nu

that tms me -icnal CORCLiN
individual in whom you are interested,

Social Sécurity Number:  Unknown

- 29 -
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AT 44-2386

The following investigation was conducted by the
Charlotte Division of the FBI, on January 9, 1976:

WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, Foreman, Pharr Yarns, was
interviewed at his home, 218 Ewing Drive, Belmont, North
Carolina, and advised his correspondence with his brother,
CLAUDE Pttt , JR., is very poor with only an occasional tele-
phone call. He advised he Tast saw CLAUDE three years ago when
their mother, HEPSIE POWELL, was very i1l in Toccoa, Georgia.
WENDELL related he had not heard of anyone contacting his
brothers, CLAUDE and LEON, and offering them money to assassinate
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and advised if CLAUDE had seen $25,000
in one Tump sum, CLAUDE would have told others about it. He
advised CLAUDE used to drink a Tot and talk glibly when in a
drunken condition until a doctor told him to restrict his
intake of alcohol following an accident.

WENDELL POWELL advised he did not believe CLAUDE
and LEON had the capacity to assassinate KING. CLAUDE got the
nickname "SHOTGUN" several years ago when a shotgun was taken
from him by a poiiceman after CLAUDE was stopped for driving
while intoxicated. WENDELL said neither he nor members of his
family liked KING. WENDELL said KING stirred up trouble wherever
he went and he and members of his family did not believe in
trouble. WENDELL believed KING became a martyr © his people
by being assassinated which might not have occurred had he
Tived. WENDELL stated in addition to being incarcerated by
the North Carolina Prison Authorities, he had served time as a
juvenile at Boys Town of Georgia, located between Athens and
Macon, Georgia. WENDELL said neither he nor members of his
family know anything about JAMES EARL RAY other than what they
have read in the newspapers, to his knowledge. No members of
his family are known to be present or former members of the
Ku Klux ©%an, or other extremist organizations.

WENDELL POWELL stated he has three brothers,
CLAUDE JR., LEON and EDWARD, who reside in Atlanta he believed,
place notknown, and one sister, FLOYCE BRYSON (wife of JOHN
BRYSON), Franklin, North Carolina, and a brother HUBERT, and
his mother, HEPSIE, who live side by side in Toccoa, Georgia.

- 30 -
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AT 44-2386

FLOYCE POWELL BRYSON, Route Number Five, Box 180,
Franklin, North Carolina, was interviewed on January 14, 1976,
and advised as follows: »

-LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are BRYSON's brothers, and
although they are both morally good men, they each have a
drinking problem. Neither LEON nor CLAUDE have ever been
associated with the Ku Klux Klan or any Black Hate organiza-
tions. Likewise, neither have ever spoken against MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

BRYSON's brothers have never mentioned to her
the alleged offer to kill KING and BRYSON quite frankly does
not beliwe the event ever occurred. Also, neither possesses
the capability to kill KING.

LEON POWELL was a Korean War Veteran and whenever
he drinks to excess he becomes depressed and often calls
members of his family in the middle of the night for consola-
tion. LEON often states he wishes he were dead like the rest
of the boys in his unit who were killed in Korea. BRYSON
believes LEON's experiences in Korea have adversely affected
his mind. BRYSON stated the last call made by LEON to BRYSON
was several months ago. :

BRYSON advised she last saw LEON during
Christmas, 1975, and all appeared well. '
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) ; O ()S

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1-23~-76

Date of transcription

HUBED'T POWELL, Black Mountain Road, telephone 404~
886-4754, was 1nterviewed by SA JIMMIE D, BURRIS who identified
himself to him as a Special Agent of the FBI,

HUBERT POWELL was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised
as follows:

He advised that he is the older brother of LEON
POWELL and CLAUDE POWELL, JR, He stated that approximately
one to two weeks ago, exact date unrecalled, WENDELL'POWELL,
another brother who resides in Belmont, North Carolina,
telephoned him and told him that FBI agents had been to talk
with him about LEON and CLAUDE,

He alsd stated that shortly after his talk with
WENDILL, LEON telephoned him and, in his opinion, was in a
drunken condition. He advised that LEON told him the ¥BI
would probably be by to see him and IEON then added that
several years ago, he (LEON) and CLAUDE were in a club in
Atlanta when an unknown male individual asked anyone in the
club if they were interested in making a lot uf money, CLAUDE
-told the unknown person that he was interested,

"According to HUBERT POWELL, LEON told him that some
time later on this unknown person came back into the club with
a briefcase and that he (LEON) and CLAUDE knew this person meant
business, LEON told I"UBERT that CLAUDE, at that tiume, told
this person that they were not interested

" HUBERT POVWELL stated that he could not recall any
other details about the telephone call with LEON, however, he
definitely knew that LEON nor CLAUDE had ever mentioned this
story to him before,

" HUBER' POWELL added that 1LEON and CLAUDE both liked
to drink and talk a lot while drinking.

Interviewed on 1—22-76 at TOCcoa % G‘eorgia Fite # Atlanta 44"‘2386
by SA JIMMB_IS_:QQ__________DMG dictated 1“22"76
This document tontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are notl to be distributed outside your agency.
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AT 44-2386
2

L]

Mr. POWELL was advised at the outset that any
information he furnished could be used in a court of law, He
declined to furnish a signed statement,
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27:70) Q

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

RN

1 | Date of transcription 1"'23"‘76

Mrs, HEPSIE POWELL was interviewed at her residence,
Anderson Terrace Road, telephone 404-886-4754, by SAs JIMMIE
D, BURRIS and DAVID E, PHILLIPS who identified themselves as
Speecial Agents of the FBI;

Mrs. POWELL was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily zadvised
as follows:

Mrs., POWELL, who is 85 years of age, stated that
she is the mother of CLAUDE POWELL, JR. and LEON POWELL, She
stated that at no time had her sons ever mentioned to her

anything regarding being approached by anyone to make a lot
of money, ,

Mrs, POWELL advised that she felt sure that she
would know of the incident if it had happened to her sons, as
in her opinion, they wpuld have told her,

B © Mrs. POWELL could offer nothing further regarding
this matter, o )

o Mre, POWELL was advised at the outset by SA BURRIS
that any information she furnished could be used in a o urt of
law, She declined to furnish a signed statement,

Interviewed on 1-19-76 at Toccoao Georgj.a File #MM

SA DAVID E. PHILLIPS =
by SA JI»(MIE D‘;‘ B‘URR-IS :dd Date dictated 1"22—76
This document conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned lo your agency;
it and ils contents are no! to be distributed oulside your agenvy.
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AT 44-2386

On January 7, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL reviewed the
FBI Facial Identification Manual in order that an artist's
conception of RALPH (Last Name Unknown), might be drawn.

On January 9, 1976, the attached artist's concep-
tion was obtained. '

On January 22, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL was recon-
tacted and shown the artist's conception. POWELL advised that
some of the grey should be gliminated from the hair and the
face should be made shorter; otherwise, the picture is a good
likeness of RALPH (Last Name Unknown).
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