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mn@!?”af‘PLaxu .
7 8e37 pU-NITEL 2-26-16 HLF
108 EIRECTOH FBI (44-38861)
S sag, MEMPHIS (44=1987)
SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN,

RE AT NITEL, FEB. 25, ISTS.

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DURING ORIGINAL INTERVIEW
WITH LEON POWELL, POWELL ADVISED THAT WHEN HE FIRST MET RALPH
(LNU), RALPH AND HE AND HIS BROTHER WENT TO BACK ROOM OF BAR AND
SAT IN THE BOOTHS. HOWEVER, DURING SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEW, WHEN
POWELL WAS SKETCHING DIAGRAN OF BAR, POWELL ADVISED THAT HE,
HIS BROTHER AND RALPH WENT TO ONE OF THE TABLES LOCATED IN THE
BACK PART OF THE BAR., POWELL ADVISED KE COULD NOT REMEMBER WHICH
SPECIFIC TABLE, HOWEVER, THOUGHT IT WAS ONE RIGHT BEWIND THE
PARTITION WHICH SEPARATED THIS ROOM FROM THE BAR.

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BILL LOWERY OF LOWERY
MUSIC COMPAKY ON TODAY'S DATE WAS NEGATIVE, LOWERY'S SECRETARY
ADVISED THAT HE WOULD NOT RETURN TO OFFICE UNTIL A.M. OF FEB. 27,
1975,
END PAGE ONE
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The unknown person impressed him as being a well educated
person, who appeared to be a professional type such as a
lawyer. He said the unknown person was clean cut, and

very calm and cool in his manner. He stated the unknown
person may have introduced himself, but he does not

recall any names. The unknown person asked LEON and him

if they wanted to pull a job. He does not known the

exact wording, but he questioned the unknown pérson
concerning the nature of the job, and how much money it
paid. The unknown person told him and LEON that he wanted
them to do away with someone and when POWELL questioned

the unknown person further, he was told that it was

someone important. The unknown person then told him and
LEON that he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and would
pay them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done.

The unknown person then opened his brief case which was
full of wrapped currency; some of the bills he noticed were
in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by
the statements of the unknown person, and initially assumed
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforcement
officer trying to trick him. After the unknown person

made the offer, he ignored any further conversation,
whereupon the unknown person closed his brief case and
departed.

He has never had any further contact, nor did he
ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person, or
means or reason' for the offered payment to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad reputation
of being a hoodlum because of his past prison record,
participation in several fights, and habit of carrying a
shotgun in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to
the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred.
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this
incident, and further denied affiliation with any group
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he had made
statements while drunk to the effect that he had no aversion
to killing blacks, although he had never seriously considered
doing so.

POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to
learn, approximately three to four weeks later, that MARTIN
LUTHER KING had been murdered. He advised that he did not

s
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go to any law enforcement officers, and tell them of the
above contact with the unknown person, because he felt
he might become a suspect in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER
KING.

POWELL was then requested to assist the FBI
by providing an artist conception of the unknown person
who contacted him at Pete's Bar by the use of a facial
identification catalogue. It was explained to POWELL
that a sketch would be made from a combination of
features that he selected from photographs displayed in
the catalogue. Each catedgory in the catalogue was
thoroughly explained and photographs in these categories
were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would
be unable to assist in this regard because he had only
talked with the unknown person for approximately five
minutes, and that he would not recognize him even if he was
brought into his motel room at that moment.

The following descriptive data was obtained
through interview and observation:

Name ~_ CLAUDE pOWELL, JR.

Alias Junior Powell
Shotgun Powell

Sex Male

Race ' i

Date of Birth

Place of Birth Stephens County, Georgis

Height 6'2

Weight 170

Hair- Gray-Black

Eyes Blue

Education Finished 4th grade

Employment Self employed
Occupation Carpenter and dry wall
. finisher
Parent HEPSIE POWELL,

Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia
Brothers LEON POWELL,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Atlanta, Georgia

HUBERT POWELL

Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia
WENDELIL POWELL,

Belmont, North Carolina
{(address unknown)

EDWARD POWELL,

Shamdon, Georgia
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Rus O, Cox,DICKERSON 8 CARTI. .. p.C.

RUSSELL RUSSO ATTORNEYS AT LAW

THOMAS G. COX 4545 EAST S™ STREET TELEPHONE 795-8200

VERNON F. DICKERSON . AREA CoDE 602
JEROLD A.CARTIN A’TUCSON,ARIZONA 85711

. JAMES MURPHY
WILLIAM F. MEDONALD

ROBERT G. CLARK . April 5, 1976

THOMAS P. SYLVESTER

Duncan M, Dew, Special Agent

Federal Bureau of Investigation

P. O. Box 2910 "

Tucson, Arizona 85702 ///
' Re: Gladys Minnitt .

/

Dear Agent Dew:

Puf%uant to our recent telpehone conversation
the following is a synopsis of Mps. Minnitt's claim to
a reward offered for information in James Earl Ray and
the assassination of Martin Luther King. I would appreciate
it 1f you would make a determination as to whether or not
there is any reward money and, if so, what amount
Mrs. Minnitt is entitled to receive., Please mzke any
further communications with Mrs. Minnitt through my
office regarding this matter.

Mrs. Minnitt contacted the F.B,I. in washlngton,
D.C. approximately 2 weeks after the death of Martxn
Luther King. Mrs. Minnitt first noticed Mr. Ray in Tucson
& few weeks prior to the assassination of Dr. King
Apparently, Mr. Ray- attended various church services and
posed as a missionary. As you know, Mps. Minnitt is an
ordained Minister in the Pentecostal Church. Mrs. Minnitt
had a newspaper clipping of James Earl Ray after the
assassination. Mrs. Minnitt compared the newspaper clipping
with the individual who reappeared at Church after tle
assassination and concluded that James Earl Ray was the
individual attending the church services. Apparently, in
the newspaper clipping Mr. Ray's hair was long and dark
but was sandy and crewcut while in Tucson. As you know,
the F.B,I., contacted Mrs. Minnitt approximately 24 hours
after her telephone conversation witin Washington. Mrs.
Minnitt mentioned to F.B,1. agents that she was not sure
whether she was interested in any reward for her services,
I might add tla t Mrs. Minnitt mentioned that the first time,
prior to the assassinatiaon, Mr. Ray looked in poor

cordition.
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I believe that the above is an accurate
summation of my conversation with Mrs. Minnitt regarding
the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King. If there
are any questions which you have regarding this matter
or if you wish to discuss the assassination with
Mrs. Minnitt I will be most happy to convene an interview
at your convenience. Thank.you for your cooperation in
this matter. -,

“ ’ Very truly yours,
RUSSO, ©£0X, DICKERSON ﬁ CARTIN, P.C.
|

Robert B. Donfeld
RBD/dp
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"Name ERIC S GALT

.Street 2589 Rue Notre Dame Est.
City Montreal, Canada

State Quebec

"LESSON INCLUDES TOOLS AND SUPPLIES AT NO EXTRA CHARGE."

‘The above is all hand printed except the middle initial
"S" which is written.

The student ledger card in the name of Mr., ERIC S,
GALT, 113 14th Street, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, disclosed

the following information,

In the top right hand corner it shows student number
as 3-1-15189, with a date at the top of March 30, 1968,

Mr, DURYEA advised that the Locksmithing Institute
had received a change & address for GALT to the aforementioned
address on March 30, 1968,

The first payment for the course was recorded on

July 31, 1967, and the last payment of $7 50 was recorded on
April 8, 1968.

Mr, DURYEA advised that he could provide no
information regarding GALT's enrollment,

Tne following is a confidential information form
used by locksmithing Institute when students enroll for
the locksmithing course:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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671 CONFIDEN ..AL INFORMATION

tor Jw~ksmithing Institute

Your credentials as a registered Locksmithing Student justify your
possession of tools and equipment necessary to pick locks and to
perform other work of a highly restricted and confidential nature.

This .orm is your application to receive such credentials, the
vools™Qf your trade, instruction in lock-picking, and in the other
secrets of the locksmithing profession. Answer each guestion com-
pletely and return this form promptly.

1. YOUR NAME ERIC S. GALT

Student Number 30-I5189 Telephone Number

2. Age_34 Married Single Dependents NONE

—

3. Name of Employer  AM TAKING COURSE AT AMERICAN BUSINESS CONSULI~-

Nature of your work ANTS.I60IO CRENSHAW, LONG BEACH,CALIF

i, Have you any specialized training? BACK PAGE

5. Education: Public School High X College Other

6. How do you plan to capitalize on your training?
Spare-time earnings? Open Your Own Shop?
Other Plans? X

. - o
7. Have you any physical defects? NO
8. List two character references:
1) _ 2)
Name MRS RITA STEEN Name MRS MARIE DENIHNNO

Address 5666 FRANKLIN,L.A. Addyess 5533 HOLLYWOOD,L.A,

Occupation HOUSEWIFE Occupation WAITRESS

List any other information which you feel we should have in order to
help you, on the reverse side of this form.

I, the undersigned, do hereby swear. and affirm that T havé‘never been
convicted of the crimes of burglary, or breaking and entry, robbery,
or grand or petty larceny,

FURTHER, I solemnly swear that I will keep in strict confidence and
to myself all of the information that I will receive from the Lock-
smithing Institute in regard to picking locks; that I will use this
information only in the discharge of my duties as a locksmith; that
I will never use my knowledge of this subject to aild or abet 1n the
commlssion of a crime.

Name (n u ,g 404Jj " City %«a 4‘3’.51,0.-6%

(write)

Address /)~>S‘ ﬁ/ S}LidAwu&f SStateclgfa%[ Zip Code_ﬁidixg£7
3 . :
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I HAD TRAINING IN THE MILITARY IN ORDINANCE
Ofn
AND SINCE THEIR IS A SIMULARITYYTHE TWO

I COULD COMBIND THEM IN ONE BUSINESS.
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According to Mr, DURYEA, this document is an
affidavit filed by the student when he returns his first
lesson to the Locksmithing Institute. He has no way of
determining when this document might have been received,
however, he would assume that it was submitted with the
first lesson or else there would be a notation made on the
back that his institute had submitted a follow up letter to
the student,

In addition to the above documents, he made available
two addresses which are as follows:

Mr, ERIC S. GALT
1535 North Serrano
Los Angeles, California 90027

Mr, ERIC S. GALT
2608 Highland Avenue
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

Dr, DURYEA further informed that the order of addresses
would have been as follows: the Montreal, Canmada, address, the
first address that his institute received. The lLos Angeles,
California, address, the second received, The Birmingham,
Alabama, address, the third address and the address on the
student ledger card in Atlanta, Georgia, the most recent address -
which was March 30, 1968,

A search was made of the subscriptions for the
Locksmith ledger which is housed in the same building as the
locksmithing Institute and no subscription could be located
under the name ERIC S, GALT.

Mr. DURYEA advised that everything, including lessons,
payments, letters or any correspondence of any nature,
received by the Locksmithing Institute or Locksmith Ledger
would be immediately maintained by him and given to the

Federal Buxeau of Investigation as soon as possible after it
is received, _

In the event the above information is to be made
public, a subpoena duces tecum should be directed to Mr,
GEORGE DURYEA, Director, Locksmithing Institute, 1500 Cardinal
Drive, Little Falls, New Jersey, 07424,

3
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FD-302 {Rev. 4-15-64) !

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

L. May 1, 1968

: The following information should not be made
public in any other manner than the normal proceeding
following the issuance of a subpoena duces tecunm.

GEORGE DURYEA, Director, Locksmithing Institute,
1500 Cardinal Drive, Little Falls, New Jersey, made
available the following items to SA JAMES R. LAUGHLIN and
SA DON G. OWENS:

1. Coupon to locksmith ledger, Little Falls,
New Jersey, requesting the padlock handbook bearing the
typewritten name and address of ERIC S, GALT, 1535~N-SERRANO,
Los Angeles, California.

2. Four (4) green payment coupons to Locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey, showing payment for
lessons six through nine. Coupons six through eight bore
the handprinted address of 1535-N-SERRANO, Los Angeles,
California, and the handprinted name of ERIC S. GALT.

Coupon for lesson number nine bore the handprinted address
of 113-14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia.

3. Envelope postmarked April 9, 1968, Little
Falls, New Jersey, from 1500 Cardinal Drive, Little Falls,
New Jersey, and marked '"Moved, left no address.'” The
envelope contained a white examination certificate bearing
the address of GALT in the upper left hand corner and
the letter grade of B plus in the upper right hand corner.
This examination certificate was for lesson number eight,

: 4. Envelope postmarked April 10, 1968, Little
Falls, New Jersey, from 1500 Cardinal Drive, Little Falls,
New Jersey, and marked "Moved, left no address.’ The
envelope contained a white examination certificate bearing
the address of GALT in the upper left hand corner and

the letter grade of A in the upper right hand corner.

This examination certificate was for lesson number nine,

5. Five (5) fingerprint cards of key personnel
who might have handled the above material. These cards are

HE -7 77?7/

on 4/19/68 4  Little Falls, New Jersey ri., Newark 44-854 -4/ §3
SA DON G. OWENS and

Date dictated

oy SA JAMES R. LAUG 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor tgnclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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for the following persons:
BOYD HENRY GILLEN
ANNIE DELORES JAMES
TRUDY ROBERTA DE FINIS
LYN CASHNELLI MENZIES
GEORGE FLOYD DURYEA

The above material has been submitted to the
FBI Laboratory for appropriate examination.

If the above information is to be made
public, a subpoena should be directed to GEORGE DURYEA,
Director, Locksmithing Institute, 1500 Cardinal Drive,
Little Falls, New Jersey.

™o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






%

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date__ April 29, 1968

Records of the Fidelity Union Trust Company, 765
Broad Street, contain the following items which were received
in regular deposits on the dates indicated from the Bank of
Bloomfield, 554 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, New Jersey, a
corresponding bank:

Deposit dated July 31, 1967

Canadian Postal Money Order #C31600868, in the
sum of $17.50, signed ERIC GALT.

Deposit dated March 11, 1968

U.S. Postal Money Order #1916211078, dated
stamped March 8, 1968, in the sum of $15.00,
payable to Locksmithing Institute, Little Falls,
New Jersey, and signed ERIC S, GALT.

Deposit dated April 8, 1968

U.S. Postal Money Order #5615657923, date
stamped March 28, 1968, in the sum of $7.50,
payable to Locksmithing Institute, Little Falls,
New Jersey, and signed ERIC S. GALT.

The above information is not to be made public
except in a usual proceeding following the issuance of a subpoena
duces tecum. In the event this information is necessary for
court purposes, a subpoena should be directed to any officer of
the Fidelity Union Trust Company.

ME gf-7977 S0E7278/ §

4/19 &
on  4/22/68 Newark, New Jersey ey Newark 44-854- 397&
Cﬁ%ﬁ? 26/68
by SAA CLAUDE M. CAN, JR. /lgd Dote dcaneq 128/

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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