FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b APTil 19, 1968

ANDREW DOBOS, 301 Fyche Lane, Teaneck, New Jersey,
furnis hed the following information:

He is the area representative for the Textile
Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, This company
manufactures and sells to laundries a thermo-seal machine
that produces laundry marks. He made available to the FBI
a list of those laundries that he covers that use this
machine., In addition he suplied the name of FRED WEBER,
District Sales Manager, Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, New York, who lives at 35 Skylark Lane, Stoneybrook,
New York, as a person who may be able to supply the names of
additional laundries located in the northeast United States
who use this particular machine,

In addition he stated that WEBER may also be
able to name the jobbers in this area that use a particular
laundry tag,

2 441952508 102/

&
Newark 44-854?j€§”'

4/11/68 ., Teaneck, New Jersey File #

Le
SA RICHARD L., BIGLER /mafm 4/12/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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ASSASSINATION OF
HARTIN LUTHER KIRG, JR.

“He stand ready to assist and cooperate with vou and look
forward to hesring from you as scon as you have made a
decision on the course of action you wish to take.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE M. CAWP
Deputy Directer”

Mr. Camp stated thet he is im charge of the Divisien
of Corrections of the Missouri Department of Social Services,
and handling of the captioned matter insefar as his agency
is cencerned has been delegated te his Ly ¥Mr, Lawrence L,
Graham, Uirector of the Department of Social Services.

Mr. Camp advised that he and his staff reviewed files
and conducted interviews of availahle appropriate persenael,
and former personnel of the Misseuri State Pemitentiary (MSP),
and some inmates of the MEP regarding James Earl Ray and
his escape from tihe MEP, and reparding the murder of Dr, King.

My. Cawp stated that after these inguiries and file
reviews, it was the conclusion of Missouri officials that Ray's
escape from the MSP was due te the laxity of some employees,
and Ray tock advantage of the lsxity. lie said he found ne
svidence of a conszpiracy to aild Ray's escape luvelving MSP
personnel.

Hr. Camp said that in regard to allegations that
Ray was running rackets im the W8P, finsncing himself through
illegal acts within the MEP, supposedly alded by unidentified
guard personnel, it was the conclusion after the study that
such activity was not indicated by facts available, and no
evidence was found to support such allegations. fHe noted that
Ray had only ome misconduct report, other than write-ups
regarding his escape attempts, snd that was ar incident
involving Ray's apparent attempt to take comntraband into
the hospital at the M3F on a food cart. He further noted
that a review of Ray's ledger sccount, which sihows the
activity of the money coming inte and disbursed from his
account at the MSP treasurer’s office, revealed the total
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

spount of money that came inte his account durimg the time
he was st the HSP, 1960-67, was about $600. HKe noted that
some of Ray's earnings from working in prison jobs and money
sent by family went back out te family , and the rost was
spent in the MSP commissary and for rvesding material.

Mr, Camp noted that the HSP official who was deemed
most knowledgeable regarding the inmate population at the MSP
during the period of time of 1960-67, and who was in a position
to know, #and did know which inmstes wore invelved in rackets
a5 a merchant or desler in comtraband, and possessed of
influence over inmate population ian the MSP, was Major B. J.
Poiry. He said infermstion frem Msjer Peiry was te the effect
that Ray wax & “nobody” and was distinguished by nothing except
that “he wanted to escape from the MSP.”

Mr. Camp advised that nmothing was seen in all his
investigation to relate Kay's escape to the wsurder of Martins
L. %ing‘ He noted noe “information indicating that Ray was a
racist.

Mr. Camp stated that the MSP staff should have been
watching Ray meore clesely in view of his previous escape attsmpts
at the MSP. He believes that the prisen officials’ decisien
t¢ cancel a suggestion that the employees identified as lax
in their duties, whick probably led to Ray being able to
escape, in sddition to the letters of reprimand they did
receive, vas an insufficiency ef ﬁaaa§§mgat in not taking
more severe administrative action against those employees.

#ie noted, however, that at the time of the escape, it could
net have heen known that Ray later would kill Eing.

- Mr. Camp said that the "Western Union Mailgram™
received by Missouri Governer Christopher 5. Bond 2t Jefferson
City on February §, 1976 from Reverend Emanuel Cleaver,
Executive Directer, Scuthern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLL), referved to the January 26, 1976 issue of Time
magazine and requested investigation regarding Ray's escape
and activities in the HMSP. He believes the SCLC hypothesized
that the HSP staff helped Ray rum vrackets in the MSF to fimance
himself on his escape in a plot te kill King.

He noted that the Time magazine article was arranged
by the publicity agent for GCeorge HcMillian, 12 fiilliard Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to hoelp prowote his book on Ray,

3
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

and King's assassination. He sald that it vas his under-
standing that MNMchMilliian had stated that he had refused
to give any assistance te the FEI when comtacted for
information he might have regarding the allegatiens
nentioned above.

McMillian used 2s a source a former MSP inmate
named Raymond Curtis accerding to Mr. Camp, who moted that
ﬁnrtiséh&é been gone from the MSP about one year before Ray
escaped. ’

Mr. Camp further sdvised that he had received a
letter dated January 28, 1976 from Lou Miller, former MSP
inmate, whe told Camp that he had been editor of the inmate
newspaper at the MSP, the Jefftowr Journsal, when Ray was in
the MSP, Miller stated that he knew Ray and “ran a card
game with him" for a period of time net specified in the
MSP, Miller is now residing at the Kirby liotel, 233 Herth
Halin, Springfield, Misseuri, according teo Mr. Camp.

#r. Cemp pointed ocut that his investigation in
this matter did not include interviews with Miller or
Curtis, nor <4id he interview Fred Wilkinson, Director of
the Department of Corrections in 1967, who now lives in
¥orth Carolins. He said that he believes that any further
investigation in this matter should include interviews with
the above-named persons, as well as the MSP persennsl rggti-
sanded in this matter at the time, Major Polry, former MSP
Warden H. R. Swenson and with James Esrl Ray.

Mr. Camp furnished coples of the fellowing items
from his file on this metter, which are sttached te this
xemorandums ;

“Hailgram®” to Governer 3ond from Reverend Emasnuel
Cleaver, supra, February 5, 1876;

Letter dated January 28, 1976 to Ms. Heather
Kilpatrick, Time-Life Building, ¥ew Yerk City, New York,
from Nr., Casp;

Letter dated February 26, 1976 te Reverend
Cleaver, supra, from Mr, Camp:

Memorandus dated Februsry 27, 1976 te James Earl
Ray file from Mr. Camp.
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ASSASSIRATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The material utilized by Mr, lasmp in his investigstien,
as ocutlined in his meworandum dated February 27, 197¢, was re-
viewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Hr. Camp's
Office op April 29 and April 30, 1876 and May 3 snd May 4, 1876,
This review revaaled po information pertinent to this iavesti-
gatior which has not already been aveilzble, or in variance
with the conclusions reached by My, Camp, as outlinsd above.

S8

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri

In Reply, Please Refer to . May 10, 1976
File No. ’

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHEER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference memorandum dated May 7, 1976.

Attached are the enclosures described on
page four of referenced memorandum.

Thls decument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the
Falo b is the property of the F3I and is looned to your agency; it and its
conienis gre net to be distributed outside your agency
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GOVERNQOR CHRISTCOPHER S BOND

STATE CAPITOL g T -
JEFFERSON CITY MO 65101 - F'EB 6_ 1976

GOVERNCR'S OFFiCs

DEAR GOVERNQOR ROND :

IN ITS JANUARY 25 ADDITION, TIME MAGAZINE CAPRIED SOME KFY EXCFRPTR
FROM GEORGE MCMILLIAN'S UPCOMING RBOOK ON THE ASSASSIMATION OF DOCTCR
MARTIN LUTHER XIMG JUNIOR, THE FQUNDER OF THF SOQUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERPEMNCE TN KIS RQOOKk, MCMILLIAN CHARGES THAT JAMES E&R(
R&AY, DOCTCR KING'S ALLEGFD ASSASSIM, PLOTTED AND FINANCED THFE MURDFER DF
THE FAMED CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER BEHIND THE WALLS OF THE MISSOUR] STATE
PRISON, MCMILLIAN, WHO SPENT 7 YFARS RESEARCHING FOR HIS ROQK, GCES
EVEN FURTHER BY SUGGESTING TH&T SEVERAL PRISOM GULRNDS PROVIDED RAY wIj#
WHATEVER ASSISTAMCE ¥WaS MECESSARY TO MATNTAIN A LUCRATIVE PRISON DRUG
BUSINESS, MCMILLIAN CLAIMS THAT RAY HaD EARNED QVER 7 THOUSANMD DOLLAKS
BY THE TIME OF HIS ESCAPE AND THAT HE USED THIS MONEY FOR ASSASSINATIQNM
PLANS., '

WHETKER QR NOT MCMILLIAN'S BOOK IS COMPLETELY RELIARLE IS SECONDARY,
THE FACT THAT TIME MAGAZINE, QNE THE NATION!S MQOST PRESTIGINUS AND
WIDELY CIRCULATED PUBLICATIONS HAD ENQUGH CONFIDENMCE IN MCMILLIAN TO
PRINY TRE STORY, IS IN ITSELF WORTHY 0OF OUF ATTENYION, SINCE THE
REVELATION THAT J EQGAR HOOVER USED THE FRI IN A VICIQUS ATTEMPT TO
DISCRENDIT DOCTOR KING, THE HARRIS POLL REPORTS THAT 60 PERCENT OF THE
POPULATION BELIEVE THAT DOCTOR KING'S DEATH WAS THE FESULT OF A
CONSPIRACY, THE AMERICA PUBLIC, 4S YOU WELL KNOW, HAS, WITH MUCX
JUSTIFICATION, BECOME CYNICAL AnD SUSPICINUS, THE STORY IN TIMF HAS

. FURTHERED THIS CYNCISIHM 8ND SUSPICION,

IF, AS MANY HAVE COME YO SFLIEVE, DNCTOR KING!S &SSASSINATION vaAS
CONCEIVED IN JEFFERSNN CTTY AND CONSUMATED IN MEMPHIS, A THORQUGH
INVESTIGATICOM OF RAY'!'S JTLLEGAL DRALINMNGS 4S5 a4 PRISON HMERCHANT AND KIS
SEEMINGLY SMOOTH ESCAPE MIGHT SHED SOME RADLY NEEDED LIGHT 0N THIS VERY
EMOTIONAL ISSUE,

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEAQERSHIP CONFERFNCE IS THEREFQRF MAKING THFE
FOLLOWING RENUESTS!

§ THAT THE FINDIMNGS OF THE OFFICIAL TMVESTIGATION OF JAMES EARL RAY!S
ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY RBE PRESENTED TO SCLC aAND
MADE PUBRLIC. '

2 THAT THE STATE ATTORNFY GENERAL!'S QFFICE EXAMINE THE CYARGES MADE RY
MCMILLIAN IN REGARD TN DRUG SALES IN THE PRISON AND THE PASSIPILITY
THAT PRISON GUARNS MAY HAVE AIDED RAY [N HIS ESCAPE,

3 THAT THERE RE PURLIC NISCLOSURE QF ANY ACTIONS VYAKEN RY PRYSQON
QFFICIALS OR GQOVERNOR WAROEN HEARNFES AFTEAN THEY LEARNED THAT DOCTNE
KING!S ASSASSIN WAS A MISSOURY STATE pPQTISOM ESCAPEE, _

SCLC, MEFRLESS TO SAY IS ROPING FOR 4 POSITIVE AND PROMPT RESPONSE,
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Ms. Heather Kilpatrick L =2~ January 28, 1976

to believe that these same conditions “exist today and they,
of course, do not.

I find this assessment most difficult to comprehend espec-
jally in view of the fact that to my knowledge neither Mr.
McMillan nor the staff from Time Magazine cver came to Mis-
souri since my arrival here in July of 1973 to personally
review the situation.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE M. CAMP
Director of Correctional Services
State of Missouri

GMC:13jr

cc:  George McMillan
Ned Bradford

-
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The inmate that Mr. McMillan quotes extfensively - Mr. Curtis -
was released from the Penitentiary approximately on2 year prior
to James Earl Ray's escape and was later committed to the Georgia
Department of Corrections in July of 1967 to serve 888 years for
murder. He is still in their custody

I have been informed that all of the material available to me
at this time was made available to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and I am sure that this material, along with probably
much more material, was thoroughly studied at the time of James
Earl Ray's-trial.

In addition, you might be interested to know that prior to the
Governor's receiving your Mailgram, I personally discussed the
allegations and conclusions in the Time Magazine article with
the author himself, Mr. George McMillan. In the course of our
conversation, I pressed him for details regarding drug sales or
any other illegal activities in which staff and/or inmates might
have been involved. He was unable to give me any specifics but
just responded that "it was common knowledge."

In conclusion, I find nothing whatsoever to substantiate the
hatching of any conspiracy to kill Martin Luther King on the
part of James Earl Ray while he was an inmate in the custody of
the Missouri Department of Corrections. If I can be of any fur-
ther assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

GECRGE/M. CAMP ¢
Deput¥y” Director '

GMC :mac

attachment .
cc: Governor Christopher S. Bond

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . DEPUTY DIRECT/R

"
maccce®

STATE OF MISSQURI

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

s Jefferson City
GEORGE M. CAMP

February 27, 1976

"MEMORANDUM

TO: © JAMES EARL RAY FILE
_ ... 2
Jecss it (4
FROM: Georgiigf Camp ;
RE: Investigation of the James Earl Ray escape

and financing of his activities

As well as reviewing James Earl Ray's file and the files
of several other inmates and emplovees, which are listed
below, I talked with former Warden Harold R. Swenson and
former Senior Correctional Officer Bernard Poiry regard-
ing any knowledge they mlght have of the activities of
James Earl Ray. :

On February 26, Mr. Swenson informed me that to his
knowledge Ray was not a "merchant" and that he was not
involved in any extensive illegal activities within the
prison and in fact was a loner. He noted that the only
significant point toc James Earl Ray'’s record was his sev-
eral attempts to escape from the institution.

On that same day, February 26, I had an extensive discus-
sion with the former Chief Yard Officer, Major Bernard
Poiry. 1In essence, he substantiated the conclusions made
to me by Warden Swenson and in his opinion, James Earl Ray
could not have earned monies while in the prison to sup-
port himself after his escape. He was a loner who attempted
to escape on several occasions and apparently had little
rapport with other inmates. Major Poiry felt that James
Earl Ray was able to escape due to the laxity of employees
and not due to any dealings between Ray and employees of
the institution. The report written at the time of Ray's
escape substantiates this conclusion. Major Poiry stated
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that there were a great many employees in the institution
who frequently were lax in their duties and that a hand-
ful of employees had to pick up the slack for the majority
of the employees who did not pay enough attention to cus-
todial security.

In my own mind, having reviewed all of the files listed
and to the discussions of Warden Swenson and Major Poiry,
it seems quite clear to me that we have no information
that one could base the conclusion that James Earl Ray

- planned and executed his escape with the direct assistance
of staff nor that he secreted through illegal means money
to support himself after his escape while he was still an
inmate at the Penitentiary.

Inmate files reviewed:

James Earl Ray 00416 Joseph Siebert 09111
Ronnie Westborg 71859 Robert Lynn Powell 16960
James Esson 73789 Carl Drake 00189

Gary Wayne Harkins 21231 Billy Mac Miles 07206

George Harold Jones (05516 Donald Ray Johnson 10987

Raymond Curtis 04849

Personnel files reviewed:

~Alfred Burkhardt James F. Stone

Harold John Schaffer Lafe 0. Gove

Ezra Leroy Shelden Johnnie Francis Petree

Raymond Harold Morgan Bernard C. Peschang
GMC:mac
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Kansas City, Missouri
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. May 24, 1976

ASSASSIMNATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, IR,
CIVIL RIGHTS
e

Leslie Allen Achter, Missouri Division of
Corrections ﬂZADQS was interviewed at the Missouri State
Penitentiary (WSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, on May 20, 1976,
in response to a letter he directed to FBT Director Clarence
M. Kelley at Washington, D.C., on May 11, 1976. Achter's
letter reads as follows:

"Dear Director Kelley:

"Sir What I am Writing You about I Want You
to Send A F.B.JI. Agent To *¥*¥%xx
Interview 1e in Person About James Earl Ray and I do Mot
Want to see a Agent From this State I am Very Sure
You Know What I am Talking about__

"Thank You

"I am Sincerely
"/s/ Leslie Allen Achter-W-24045
Inmate Attorney-At-Law."

Achter had previonisly volunteered information about
James Earl Ray in an interview with the FBI in the matter
captioned "WARDEH DOMALD W, WYRICK, Missouri State
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri; LESLIE ALLEY ACHTER -
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS", as reported in memorandum dated May 14,
1976. 1In that interview, Achter advised that he was basing
the information he offered on reading of reports in the
news media on Ray's case, and he had no specific information
to offer.

yy'”” SvEm o2 g

This dotumaent containg neither re~ommmendations nor concldfSid

FBI. It i5 the property of me FItondic loarad to your agency; it and its

contents are not to ko distributed outsida your agency
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIM LUTHER KIMG, JR.

A review of Achter's file at the MSP on May 20, 1976
revealed the following information:

He has FBI #216 783 C and is a white male, born

and he is currently serving a 29-year

sentence from Mississippi County, Missouri. He previously
had committments to the MSP as follows:

Date Received Charge Release

March 30, 1956 Burglary & June 21, 1957, paroled
Larceny

October 2, 1957 Parole Viola- May 22, 1958, discharged
tion

June 10, 1959 Assault With May 1&, 1962, escaped
Intent to Kill

May 28, 1962 Returned from January 10, 1966,
Escape discharged

January 11, 1966 Began sentence June 28, 1966, paroled
for escape

charge

January 13, 1967 Parole Viola- June 1, 1967, discharged
tion

December 13, 1968 Manslaughter September 10, 1971,

discharged

Achter was taken out of the MSP on a court order
to testify in U.S. District Court, Central Division,
Western District of Missouri, on April 29, 1976, in civil
actions #75CV2-C and 76CV36-C, captioned, "LESLIE ALLEM ACHTER,
Plaintiff, vs. BILL ARMOMTROUT, Associate Warden, HSP, et al,
Defendants".

Lt. Golden of the MSP, reported on October 23, 1974
that Achter "is never satisfied unless he has something going
on all the time...always agitating other inmates, and
generally trying to cause havoc."
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KIMG, IR,

who was an inmate in 1967, later was hired by the MSP as

a guard, but is now back inside the MSP as a convict after
another conviction, and he thought it strange that he would
be hired as a guard. He theorized that maybe Hedgewood "had
something on" the staff at the MSP, which led them to hire
him, but he had no information that Hedgewood was connected
with James Earl Ray or that Hedgewood had any information
about Ray's escape.

%
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 19873 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

M) bl "oy
TO : DI-.“W.V-\, FLI  (44-30861) , DATE: §/3/76
!
( . YoreE s !/ e
FROM /5\ —-Uy s \!!'4*'/\);3)
ERI RSOt
SUBJECT: Cadiland
EIREIEND
gt ] T ool Ao e
Heduteleall, &/1/70 to Vi
Transnitted e ureaw are 211 sections of
VG file on oo f
/. '7“," . S . S
("%q"" Lo 2oorsa Lol (_

cections 1 - 5
under

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

§610-110
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to neinnatri
File No. i

i ] r %w% ‘i.{ﬁ
ray 2%, L9780

Py 11, 1976, tetty Tibbles, epaty Sloerky

Sourt of Asneals, “ixeh Cirveuit, Cineinnati,
ar erployee of the Vederal Bureau of |
investization (FBL) that the following additional entries
were recorded on decket nowmber 75-L79%:

Hay L0, 1976 nennd of the Districth
vurt mffirned
ninion fay Juriss

;W,
&

5
et

i, 1976

o
rAQATra e Tt d e s e g Of
e TTVT T 2 et ~ -

the FBI ard i5 Tas=ed ta oo

R L

.- 198 _ud-1m 103/
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Mr. Toy Fuson
July 7, 1976
Page 2

The FBI probably has a file someplace on people who try

to inject themselves into the MLK assassination story.
Perhaps this is one of your regulars and you would like it
for his file.

There are so many reports about reporters getting stuff
out of your files and so many reports of those files being
made up of improperly obtained material that I thought I
would reverse the trend and volunteer this small piece of
information, however worthless it may be.

e Cprdial ly

Wagif{éargent

1k

cc: Ken Morrell
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OFFIGE OF THE PUBLISHER

Naglybille

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37202

Ranner

Mr. Toy Fuson

Agent in Charge

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Court House

Broadway

Nashville, Tennessee
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
JULY 1873 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, MEMPHIS (L4u4-1987) DATE:  9/18/76

g} }//SAC, SPRINGFIELD (4u-561) (RUC)
a4

7
MURKIN
00: Memphis

All of the Springfield Division's files in the
caption matter are being retained by the Springfield Division
in the absence of a specific request from the Memphis

Division.

4778 2~Sub 1043

6;}— Memphis (44-1987) W 5

1 - Springfield (44-561)

HAW/bbs
(3)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-110
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