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+— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
R-l(y says he has referred
ito the House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI
agents propositioned him to
511!Dr Martm Luther ng
o "In 5&9.... osts” broadéast
‘I:Lday on_ WHAS TV,

"Messenger"

daily newspaper of

general circulation,
Mayfield, Kentucky,
March 21, 1977

<4 FBI To King Assassination Trx e

"nw w: AR

PO AT N 1 hsen i B2 Ivhy “‘**A’?‘f "tv;'.ﬁ-‘%
‘Snyder said the” former three or four prominent
officer, who he declined to people at that time in the
name, has a tape recording police department (and)”
of a purported conversation indicates that the offer was
between himself and FBI made on two occasions in
agents in which an alleged his automobile where he
suggtstion was made to Jhada tape'recorder.” . ¢

~murder King. : Snyder, who represents

Accordmg to Snyder, the Kentucky s 4th District,
former policeman “names declined to name dates and
three FBI officers (and) , the city where the pur-
,ported offers were made.
v Snyder also declined to
specify whether the former
‘officer was from Kentucky.
tHe said the man contacted
-him by letter recently and
“that he later. met the man
tand listened to one tape

‘xecordmg ! LN
Part of the tape was in-
audxble. Snyder said, but he
Was able to discern that the
sub;ect was King’s
-assassination.
Ny 2 -] have talked to him and.
~7 4n my opinion he appears to
;be a responsible citizen and
- 't think these kinds of leads ~
need to be checked out *
'Snyder said. i
Snyder said
‘Assassinations Committee
now has the tape recording
and is investigating the
-matter. : o2
« : King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
The Assassinations
-Committee recently said it
had new information on
King's murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

killer, James Earl Ray—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

FBI- Pohce Plot To Kill Martin Luther King

Is Revealed by
£ D

;" LOUISV!LLE Ky. — Rep. Gene
_Snyder, R-Ky., says he understands
: ghe House Assassinations Committee
has “some right substantial leads”,in
‘pegard to the Martin Luther*King Jr.
‘murder case, besides the information
"he relayed to them on an alleged as-
.sassination plot among FBI agents
and police. B R T J U
™ 2 :$nyder disclosed during the week-
‘end that a retired police officer
_wrote him last month outlining an al-
feged conspiracy involving three FBI
'~agems and “three or four police offi-
cers” to kill the civil rights leader.
" 8$nyder said the retired policeman
:claimed he was offered.$500,000 to
- ¢ommil the murder, )
. ‘The Kentucky congressman de-
.clined to name the officer or his city
‘police force. But United Press Inter-
‘national learned from a reliable

, so‘)’rrce yesterday that the alleged plot

lved some high-ranking policemen
ané FBI agents from Louxsvxlle dur-

Jng’the mid-1960s, FREPRY I

fk‘ ‘et

’i’ h "0, ': 7‘ )~\ 'llq. ’o"‘

Kenfucky Congressman

’ng '3". N poe AR,
Snyder. “who ongmally opposed

: . creatidn of the House Assassinations
Committee, now sdys he intends to

vote for the panel’s continuation.

Snyder said his informant had
turned over a tape recording of a
conversation which he says contains
details of the half-million dollar offer
to kill King. He said the ex-officer,

_now involved in private security

work, had been to Washington to tell
ffis story ‘to investigators for the as-
sassinations committee, but had not

‘lormally tesufxed ; N v A

“I dxd think that I was smmg on
somethmg that was explosive whether
accurate or not accurate,” Snyder
said. “That's the reason why I think
7 must be very careful not to reveal
either who the writer was or who he

named in his allegatxons " .9

N2 Richard Sprague. chif counsel fop
e assassinations committee, hal
confirmed that ‘the alleged plot ‘:i
which Snyder referred was under i
vestigation and refused further com-,
ment, \.9 et

"Jlexington Herald",
daily newspaper of general circulation,

Lexington, Kentucky, March 21, 1977
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knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respected

PAA A and reliable claims he was offered $500,000 to assassinite

'Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The man chtacted U.S. Rep. Gene

.Snyder, R-Ky., wnth the information and a
hisclaim. - A s
e ‘Snyder says he turned over to the
House Assassination Committee early this
.mepth a letter he received {rom the in-
forihant. Snyder describes the man as a
22-y\ar veteran of the Louisville force,
now \n the private security business, but

would not reveal his identity. ' .
I ln danger? ’ R

Sn der said he was not |dent|fymg the
’man or several reasons: "If he's accl-
rate alndthreally interpreted everythmg
properly that there was something going
on then I don't think I ought to put him in March 21 y 1977
Jeopardy, people trying to get to hxm for
‘one reason or another. .
" *I think they could even try to get hlm
tokeep him from talkmg any further.

W ASHNGTON—-A retired Lomsvnlle pohceman descnbed by

]
‘Or if he's not accurate 1 don't think

people he mentioned ought to have

m ir good names smeared.”
© Xnyder also declincd to name the

thred FBI agents and four or five police

offices s the information said were involv-

‘sd in the alleged plot or to identify the

wolice dcpanmcnt they were conmc(ed

mlh }
! "However, Rep Samuel Devine, R '
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the

assassination panel and the collcaguz to
~yhom Snyder first took the letter, soid

Synday the man was a former Lovisvilie 11
policeman, although he said he was noty

sur® what the man's status was at the

time of the allezed offer, .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4 | I-remains unclear whether thc. other
min'named in the letter were also Loy)is-
vilk policemen because none of the
_‘ smen would say. Snyder, whose con-
ressional  district includes suburban
tomsvme, said only, "It wasn't too hard
(or me to check and find out if in fact
Ltbcy had been officers, and they were.”

“The offer about which the informant

gays he has personal knowledge allegedly

_ took place two or three years before Dr.

+King was shot to death in Memphis in
1968, an informed source said.

! i
L ."He said ‘in 'his letter ‘that he_was
offercd $500,000 and the offer was made in
hi) car equipped with a tape recorder nd
he thas a recording of the conversauon. .
\said Snyder.

*  "And then when 1 talked wnth hlm
-the congressman continued, ‘he told me
ithat actually there were two conversa- -
h but the one tape has been elther
:glsplaccd or stplen. ot

*He has one tape and he s tumed 1t
twer to the committee.”

. Snyder believes he never met the ma
befl re the letter arrived in his office o
gFe 28. He said Devme a farmer FB

t, had the - man mvestigated an
rted back to him "thit the guy check-
out good." . o bt 2
*<91n a meeting with the man after he’
flew to Washington to be interviewed by
‘the committce staff, Snyder said "he did
nol impress me as_any body who had any
hnd of mental problems.” N
¥5:. Devine said he hadn't xpet the man.
&nd he knows of no informatfon "he was a
{P‘"\ﬁ"a TR B R
~And Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who“/\;
chamng the subcommmce deahng specxb
feally with the King assassination, said hc\
was 1}1d by Devine the man checked out
"as ‘a\ "highly repccted police officer
repute to be a reliable individual.” -

¥ StoKes said he's takmg the man's alle-

v
gation "seriously.” e an ¥

ke-:Coming to Snyder was P fast resort
fqr the former policeman. :
®” **In his letter he indicated that after
the retired from the police department he
made an attempt to get this to James
Earl Ray's attorneys,” said Snyder. Ray
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968
anjis servmg a 99-year prrson sentancgr

»
v e man was referrred hv. m"‘

Ra s attorneys to 3 Frcdnlk Md., \nveir
tor, said Snyder, and, called him. &

) Snvdcr said he'll nov\ vote to keep the

W\
a1 goin because "F think the police: R
:lal sitor% needs to be \pvcsnga\cd to‘

-

imd out what there ls toit. TN A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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< Kentucky Post Fyankfort Bureaw )

-8 LOUISVILLE—-Ciifton E. Baird, 50, i
the ex-patrolman who has just revealed
to the House Assassination Committee in
Washington that other Louisville police-
men. and three FBI men offered him
$500,000 in 1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luther
Kingdr. “ - 1 LlosnL
¢ Four or five Louisville police officers
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to
kill the civil rights leader two years be-
fore he was actually" assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee
has been told. . oamea S
" . Baird, now an undercover private
jnvestigator, was not at his small brick
home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fern®
Creck Monday night. . : e
<- Hlis wife Mary, 44, told The Kentucky
“Post in an exclusive interview why their
secret is coming out now, and what it has
‘been like living with it.

4

\
ey *
SICES

® The secret. .~ . . :
- Anonymous phone calls—some in the
deadof the night—have plagued the
Bairds through the seven years they have
been married. “It frightens you to death,
even if nobody says anything,” said Mar
Balrd. The last call calne a month aan).

N ’ . \ -
«qildidn't seem like it vas ever going to
stofl,” she said. L

" “w«p'm sure our phone has been tapped
"huridreds of times..It has an .oﬁ' sound,
clicking little sounds while you're talking.
* “My husband has spent many’a slcepless
night—he'll tje there and toss a“nd turn,
then get up and read the paper. He kept
up with every report (of the assassina.
tion's aftermath) and he always rcads a
the articles on these deals,” she sand."_‘
% “Having peace of mind would mean a
4 t’l.olc Jot to everybody.” \

Clifton Baird didnt tell his wife thy
tpcret until after their'marriage, the secy
ond for both of them. §

2 Rigs up recorder.
“We haven't even told our children

Al
v
B e v

.
M AR b s te « b e et —

N Fretiie, i.h.xu.»..\

aboul} ‘this, and he’s kept' a'lot of it tl\
himstlf, and hasn't ‘evep told me,” she)
said RSN LD W
<" But she knows the genceral story. “He " *
had been driving this fellow (another
Louisville policeman) home from work—
the man’s car had broken down or some-
'thing. And he started asking a lot of
-strange questions, then he asked whether
he’d kill King for half a million dollars. 1
think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
zled, so he rigged up the tape recorder
{under the front car seat). The guy made
the same offer to him the next time they
‘drove home," she said. . s 5
.7 *He told him he didn’t want any part
of it. He didn't have anything against
black people. That's why it was so hard
for him to understand. ‘Why me?’ you
know? ** S e
® Feared for job. @ ¢
"' Baird was not known among police
as a marksman. “I guess he is a good
erm? shot, but he doesht do target

acfice or anything,” Mrs.|Baird said.

. L S Tt ' LY
] After high school in B:‘W““g Gfee“& "
Wllair enlisted in the Marines, and served | *
;% Korea, she said. ““I think he was a ser-
eaht:" PREEAY : ) s e Ree of -

One reason Baird did not speak up

rlier was fear for his police job, from
\which he retired after 27 years in Novem:
ber, 1975. “*Before now, he was so close to
retiring, he was afraid they might kick
him out,” Mrs. Baird said. - L
f § Baird has felt victimized since he left §
‘thd force. . o e
i | “Somicbody"s got to have something
{négative) in his records—why hasn’t he
been able to get a decent job smce:?( p:s .
wife wondered. A
 wHe went to meatcutters school in”
Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he
went to three or four places that were
desperate for a meatcutter and cou!dn‘t
geta job. VI X W

“Jt's been like that all the time—and
his only job reference is the police force.
'l‘hiigs Jike that just don't add up, Mrﬁ

"Kentucky Post'",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 22, 1977 :
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Baird said. R ]
something liky |

‘You can live with
14
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"Sj‘A.‘ D. King was pastor of 'Louisville"s
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

‘.;hj You can live with it, but ‘you're no
- ru"n . . ;.,,'.‘\.(; 4:\534‘4;", . ‘
4« Mrs. Baird was not sure whether \he
- alleged offer came in 1966 or 1967. Ra-¢
*riots gripped Louisville in 1967, sparkdd
“by #n open housing drive led by Rev. A.
+D; King, brother of Martin, ULy

i{ Mt. Zion Baptist Church from 1965-69, anc
\ after moving to Atlanta, drowned in his
ih epool in1970. - Jone
‘- Baird is working on an undercover
{investigative job, and could ndt be reach-
ed for scveral days, his wife said. -

"‘E.., for the identitics of alleged con-
ﬁra 0rs, 'I've heard names, butJ could
tell you—if my life depended pn it I
dn't tell you," said Mary Baird.\
™ g Sources involved in the Housg\com
mittee probe of the assasinations of ¥King
- and President John F. Kennedy said Bair«
cis expected to testify under oath to the
Sdentitics of the FBI agents and Louisvill.
.policemen in the alleged conspiracy. .
™ Committee sources told Scripps-How
. ard reporters the Louisville allegation
© are considered “hot,” One commelted
\"’l‘hey are placing it at the top."” - ‘;“\‘\

CAah s aaes wy ~

= Aﬁl{:j‘—" f":‘-;&-&&m 5 &Mm e Cirn Al s WY S N
:‘.,"Mary\iaird. 44, has known for seven years the secret her husband
'\'Cliflon.\is sharjng with the House Assassinations Committee. ~ “F

. Gaenx 1k

ity wetate s A s
+J*  CLIFTONE. BAIRD"
%, ,eee key figure in King probe.

A '

-

‘‘‘‘‘ . . e —— -F....
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of plot in Louisville to Lll Kin

2

} . N . . o y

£ T Asedeapeeis * (Shyder refused last ni irm
. ght {o confirm

;myfslgélggfoiys t?ng (;éof_szﬁafafal or deny that the policeman was retired

\year 3go he looked into an allegation l'rom tt‘le Louisville department. “I think

‘that Louisville police and FBI agents I've said cnough,” he said. “I just don’t

,,glotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King think I ought to nail it down.”) \\

. He sai o - ’ . o .
d he concluded thcrg wasn't On a related matter, the House aide

jmuch to it.” sald two commitice maem
o . e

i ¢*The lawyer, James H. Lesar, said yes-1- view Ray todays ... .. bg s ‘wnl.l "‘\';e:.
‘derday that even if the allegation by a ' At LI N
‘gefired Louisville policeman is true, “if .

as .remote from the assassination” bed

use the man says there was only tadkc
and not an atiempt to kill the civilF
rights leader. ¢ - crioe s ""*1

B T O

Ty 3 PR R . . .
! - A™ House -assassinations ' commillee
ialde said investigalors have talked to

‘the retlired policeman, who was not ;
fdentificd publicly, and are checking his’ |
story. : A oo

. Lesar sald the' rctirodu-ﬁ%liccman told
him in a letter that other Louisville po- o .
licemen and FBI agents tried to hire ° -7 o
him to kill King. : . .- M L
. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., discloskd T ’ :
last weck that the policeman also wrte i . :
'him a lelter containing the allegaticn. Yoo - °
| Snyder said he turned it over to tie

_assassinations committee. )

. "Courier-Journal",
daily newspaper of general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977
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wuxsvn;w Ky. (AP) —

The wife of a former Louisville
policeman has told newsmen
ber husband, Clifton- Baird, is
the source of the allegatlon that
FBI agents and some niembers
.of the Louisville police depart-
ment plotted to kill Dr. Martin

-Luther King.- - ,,."

I.g‘_,-. e,

oy, R f’
“in which the aUeged plot oc-
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. RS I
Contacted at home Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the *man, Snyder refused to
comment. IS f L |
Earlier, Snyder quoted from

' But Baird, 50, now employed a letter he said the man had

by & private security agency,
was qut of town and unavaxlable
forcomment.

.He is reported to have been a
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1949 to 1975.

.. Baird's wife, Mary, 44, was
‘quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as confirming
‘her husband was the source of
allegations that he was offered
$500,000 to kill the civil rights
-Jeader, who was assassinated in
-1968. James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
.murder charge stemming from
Jheassassination. -

WHAS also quoted a

spokesman for the House Select

Commiitee on Assassinations .

.a8 confirming Baird was the
source of the allegations.
Attempts Tuesday night to
reach Mrs. - Baird about the
‘media reports were unsuc-’

cessful v

Rep. Gene Snyder R Ky "
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money toukill King. Snyder did

wot pame the officer or the city

written which said, “While I
was in thg police department I

«o-, Was innocently involved in a
“conspiracy to assassinate Dr.

. Martin Luther King.” -l
The congressman said of the

"man making the allegation: “I -

don’t think that he’s a kook. I'm
not irf a position to say whether
he’s telling the truth or not, but
hg does not appear to me to e a
pe:Son other than totally ra-
tional.” R

Snyder said he listened to a
tape recording, now in the
hands of House investigators,
+ which purports to contain con-
versations relating to the alleg-
ed conspiracy. .

A committee spokesfhan said
the allegations are being in-
vestigated. If the House votes _
next week to extend the com-
mittee’s charter, committee in-
vestigators may meet with the
man in Louisville next month
the spokesman said.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-
munications from the,
assassinations committee.

- -
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f Covrlcrdoumn StaH Writer
" The ex-pohceman who recently told
US. Rep. M: Gene Snyder about an
"abortive conspiracy to murder Df. Mar-
fin Luther King Jr. has been identified

o 4 o

- “.-. MoN '."a

D 'vl-o '-'i"M o r"l‘ﬂl‘

-

npe recorder and Baxrd xs in pos.ses's.lon

of a tape that supports his allegations.
According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
“While 1 was in the Louisville Police
Department I was innocently involved in
a conspiracy to assassmate Martin Lu-

-as Clifton E. Baird, 50, who retired as a ther King.” T PR T N

atrolman from "the Louisville Pohce

Baird reportedly identmed several

pariment in 1975 and now llves "‘ members of the alleged conspiracy, in-

. Fern Creek. & - e

Baiyd was identitied as Sn)ders m(or
xin yesterday's edition of The Ken-

tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year

*eluding at least three FBI agents, the
city’s chief of detectives, a captain, two
lieutenants, a patrolman and a sergeant
who was presxdent of the local lodge of

veteran of the Louisville lorce now in the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP).

‘the private security business.”

The last reference apparently is to

* In a brief interview at her. Home last Tom Denton, ‘who -rétired earlier this

night, Baird’s wife Mary, 44, confirmed
that it was her husband who told Sny-

year as pres:dent of FOP Lodge 6. Den-

ton, who has said he is considering run-

der, R-4th District, about the alleged ning for Jeffcrson County sheriff, said

plot fo kill ng, the civil rights activist
shot to death m _Memphis, Tenn,, in,
1968. oy ..‘q; R

Lo \/\

Mrs. Baird dechncd to comment fur-"

ther, except to say that her husband is
out of town and unavaﬂable to news-’
men.

Baird reportedly claimed he was of
fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the
conspiracy involved FBI agents and oth-
er - Louisville policémen. According to

yesterday, “I swear 1 don't know any-
thing about it . .
that it was in Louxsulle A
‘Former Chief of Detectives Priest
Frsy another of those apparently re-
red to in Baird's letter, said last

g LG -night that he “knew of” Baird, but nev-
y ' “er heard anything about the alleged plot

to assassinate King.

Curren{,

Nevin said the department has not re-

Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in ¢eived any official communications from

Baird)s car, which was equipped with

V4

ing King's assassination.

- Nevin said he may have known Baird,’

but he “didn’t know him very well. Of
.eourse we were from different genera-
.tlons. . . , My {first reaction to the thing

"was that it was preposterous.”
~ .C. 3. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po-.

YMceman who became chief in 1968, said

s oap e .'...} e ‘f""'

Man who gave mfm*matwn on

g is ex w-Louisville offige

| was quite surprised

ouisville Police Chlof John

Sog VUG

ER Y -’Al“

‘ —-o'-' v" A

g K?’r. s

RRX "

"Courier-Journal”,
daily newspaper
of general
circulation,
Louisville,
Kentucky,

March 23, 1977

a the congressional committee mvest:gat-
- 3

ke remembers Baird as “a very fine po-

Alee officer. . . . He was a tall, heavyset

fellow who wasn't afraid of man or

beast. If 1 was going on a job and ex-
I'd want him with

ﬂ:r_mdjlroublc.
_e . " \I 3 ot «

i
!
i
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Retired Pohc?e%ﬁi}afh s Wife Say‘s

Husband Told Of King Plot

o H‘
lir':\ Py IRt o ’m‘&vx“ 4 ‘hc‘ ”‘3 }C" i s il Ot < il NG . X,
g 5 LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)—The wife orareured

pollceman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
‘alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation
5(FBI) agents and Louisville Police officers t.o
a.ssasslnat,e Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

«1-Mary Balird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E

adrd, a former Loulsvllle police orﬁcer, told
Bnyderqf trxe alleged plot. ».M“ ” o "n u\‘?

5 2 SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saying the offer
‘wa.s made In a car by members of several mem- 4
:bers of the Louisville Police Department. and
’Cseveral FBI agents. A ol od
r’i .+ Mrs Balrd sald her husband retired from the’
i?tt;ls;'lzl)e Police 1I)epartrrent. several years ago "Kentucky Enquirer",
- T years service. - o e e e s et o 3
%" «He told me about this when I first married daily newspaper of
£him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an general circulation,
interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t going to Covington, Kentucky,
. be believed.” Lo 1 March 24, 1977
: Snyder said the man told hlm he was ofrered !
* $500,000 on two occasions to kill K{g d'p ety -
. Mrs. Baird said she belleves dne reason her
husband came forward with the allegation was_ i
“sbecause “he wants to know why someone asked" o
£him?” to kill King, who was a.ssa,ssmated !n Mem- .
. phis, Tenn,, in 1968, X %
.. “It sure has been on his mlnd Mrs Baird -
sald “He said it just got to bothering him a
’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” . i}
Her husband, before cont,act.ir}g Snyder. tol l

‘, ,{ine of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alle ra’
& Dlot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was
- “discouraged” after talking with the attorney.

. lrg;y is serving 99 years in prlson Ior the slaying of
n AR o =7

i . g ada g ~;‘ ,“.'- ».; .. l‘,;'/' i?t‘: '_. ‘,r ‘r rl 1:
. SNYDER, WHO disclcsed last week that he

- had heard from a man who claimed knowledge
ofa plot. to kill King, re!used to divulge the ma.n s

Balrd told his wife “he was offered 3500 000 to
St King and *“he dldn‘b appreciate, it, " Mrs.t

lrd said.
. T e ok BR YL AR e B ate
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MARTIN LUTHER KING,

JR,

; FOB stands for Fraternal Orde of
‘Holice, a collective bargailjing

} ganization for police officers.
. b9 Snyder said he could not divulge the
j hames listed in the letter or the
§ identity of the man who contacted him.
j‘ “What I'm saying,” Snyder sajd, ‘S8
lhose blanks need to be protected if
! there’s nothing to this. And if it is an
?lccurate allegation that he’s made,
n the author of the letter needs to be
ifirotected. The committee is 3 >

estigating it.”

‘7
‘further in the letter that after e
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney...."”" ,
*,Ray is serving a life term in prison in
connection with the assassinaton of the

; late civil rights worker who was slam '

{n Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. :

- Snyder said the former policeman’
: clalmed he was offered $500,000 on two

occasions to kill King.

“Richard A. Sprague, the'
‘Pblladelphxa attorney who is chief
counsel for the assassinations com-
.mittee, confirmed Snyder had turned
'o:{%r material containing the

gation. ok i

Snyder said the man "mdxca!:e:: TN

AT I

F

referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of ,

the allegation brought to him. e

The former policeman, Snyder said,
tried to turn over a tape recording of
the allfged $500,000 offer. to Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the attorneys’ investigators “where
he planned to hide if he tried to do—
anything with the tape.”

Snyder, said he has discussed the
allegatld’n with Rep. Samuel L. Devin¢

of Ohio, the ranking minority member

20
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“The matter you refer £o has been
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“of the committee. Devine, a forme

FBI agent, checked into the man’

., background and found him to be a,
““solid citizen,”” Snyder said.

;
Snyder said the man told him the
offers for him to kill King were made

Aln his automobile, where he had a tape ,

recorder. Snyder quoted the man asf
saying he had two tapes, one of whlch
was exther stolen or lost.
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}LouIsvILLE, Ky. (AP) —U
. Atty. George Long safis he
has told the Justice Department
about an "allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate
:Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
e .Long said Friday that the
Justice Department hasn’t
-Necided yet whether it will in-
Alestigate the allegations
dlisclosed last week by Rep
Lene Snyder, R-Ky. {
«“+Snyder said he was contacted
) by aman who told him of a con-
spiracy to kill the late civil
yights leader. The man alleged,
Snyder said, that six members
f the Louisville Police Depart-
ment and several FBI agenis
Were involved. - - -- v
-?‘Snyder has refused to dwulge
the man’s name. However, Thi

Kentucky Post reported tha{

gign Baird, 50, a retired
Louisville policeman, made the
alle}ations, and his wife Mary,
44 confirmed it.. ’
i :Baird has not ‘been available
for comment since his wife con:_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.

Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.” The
congressman quoted the man as
saying .he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. James
Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.

Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service and
thit he is out of town on an
assignment. She has refused \o

b A
.

e_lab\\rate. : e Y

overnmemf
told of ng

murder story

he said her husband told her’
the alleged plot seven yearg
o, when they were married/

told Snyder, she said,
because he wanted “to kno
why someone asked him” to kill
King. It had been *bothering
him,” she said.

Snyder said the man told hxm
he had contacted one of Ray's
attorneys, who dismissed the
allegation as untrue. Snyder,
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said the man
was “rational” and that the FBI
consxdered him a “solid citizen

R (‘\ ™~ "
. The man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the allnged offe
hich he said wae whada i ‘
¢pr, the congressman said
S‘ yder also said the Jape hag
bden tugyed over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents

allegedly involved were listed.

- Snyder said he listened to a
“copy of the tape but that most of

‘it was inaudible. However, he
said he heard enough to
eslablish it had something to do
withKing and money.
- pnyder said, additionally,
t he changed his mind about
extending funding for the cony-
mittee on the basis of his cor,;
versahon with the man.

- Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but that he
would like to be stpplied with
any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

21

- “T would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
Questions,” Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficult to
deal with the situation, but I

ce amly think before it’s over
:wel e going to have to look in;

it, tho question ahout jt.” 4

"Sun—Democrat"

da11y newspaper of
general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky,

March 27, 1977
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4 Deny ?hey were

By 'l'IM WYNGAARD and CARL
WEST

e Sa'ipps-Howard Staff Writers

" LOUISVILLE, KY. —They are almost
.,all in their 60s now, graying and potbel-
lied, leisurely working part-time retire-

+.'ment jobs after lifelong police careers-

- And unti]l last week, they must have

"felt that their glory days, and the excite-
. ment of police work, were behind them.

" Now they have been named as part of
l 1965 plot to kill the late Martin Luther
ng Jr. . “
They maintain they know nothmg of
the charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-

.der why a man they recall fondly would
secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.

;. But slowly they are finding out that
“the charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
~him $500,000 to kill King—have caught
-them in the rapidly closxng vise of cor-
gressional politics. ’

BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained
< in a still-secret letter to the House com-

‘ mittee, are being used by members of the
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry
approval for another year's continuation
from a reluctant House.

> " Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mil-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges
and a 14-page preliminary committee
repon claxmmg new leads in the murders
of ng in 1968 and Pres:dent Kennedy in

963. .- : -1

Scnpps-Howard News Sennce has
-identified and interviewed four of the six
Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categoncally deny his
charges .

- One of Baxrd's former commandmg
offlcers recalled Baird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the
contents of the secret letter.

. *‘f”’a K}."& XA ') ,«H‘\'.”d*“"; A7 2 PRURPR} S el

part of E(mg pEo?

- e v o f

" *IT'S PREPOSTEROUS,” he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

«ing a period of open-housing tension here.

"It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-
lous. 1 just can't believe it. .. He's
wrong,” he said. ’.

A second called Baxrd's charges "sxlly
and stupid," and offered Lo take a he

detector test. IO RAEE P
He added "If he's accusmg me, he s
. an out-and-out liar." SN .

A third, the only one of the four still
on the Louisville police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he intends to
deny the charges under oath to the House
committee. N

ro4 L'A

. Another ret:red lawman—a rankmg

omcer attached to the same district as

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more §_9ft-
spoken apprgth to his denials.

*It's kind of weird to me," he said.’
*But I really can't help you.~All I know
about it is what I have read in the news-

papers.”

Individually, they all ralsed the same ‘

private questions about Baird's charges.

WHMxEY ASK, did Baird Temain
silent abdtit the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a policeman?

Where . would they—even with the
connivance of the FBI—have come up,
with $500,000 to pay a gunman? -

And, they ask, if the FBI was involv-

ed—with all the sophxshcated equipment
at its disposal—why would they have set-
tled on an insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the.
triggerman? i i

Baird, now a Pinkerton's securlty
guard here. has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges. Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
under protective custody.

Ray cooperating—James Earl

( .-r(

Ray gave staff members of the House

- ..
'uv.l
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Assassinations Committee _information
yesterday which his lawyer said could
identify the shadowy "Raoul" in the Mar-

" tin Luther King Jr. assassination. ‘» ~

« Chief counsel Richard Sprague and

three other committee investigators spent
28ix hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin,  at Brushy Mountam State
Pnsonm'l‘enmmee X R

w:.n. .,,;

Sprague refused oomment on~what
Ray told the investigators. - -

Among the information Ray prov1ded
the committee or made available through
his previous lawyers, his attorney, said,
-were travel dates and motel lodging
¢ records documenting his own movesnents
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-
. ed to have used to contact Raoul, a mys-
terious figure Ray has blamed for the
King murder. : o

Ray, serving a 99~year pnson sen-
" tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by cooperatmg
mth the committee. .

LIRS [ ]

iUV

"Kentucky Post'",
daily neyspaper of
general «circulation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977 °



ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D. C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and pdlice officers to assassinate Martin Luther
King, Jr. for $500,000.00.

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T, Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
locatign in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mar
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on spécial assignment involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co~-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Office,
Louisville, Kentucky.

. Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird.

23
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C.
"several weeks ago', at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members. Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immedjately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made.

On March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

On March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging a suitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
summary of that contact:

24
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - . ' 3/30/71

Date of transcription

. On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and RIS R. HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E, BAIRD Y 7813 Ldsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a sultable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
?FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
- (AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR., in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to 1nitiate contact with
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact* on March 26, 1977,

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD !
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents

from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her
residence., Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were

sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation. Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her hushand, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence.

CLIFTON E, BAIED entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials., BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

Interviewed on 3/29/77 at IAOuiSVille, KentUCky File # IJS 44—947
. SA CHRIS R, HOLHLE |

by SA EDMUND V. ARMENTO/EVA/scs ox Date dictated 3/30/77

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not! to be distributed outside your agency.
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LS 44-947
2 | | |
concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United
States Representative M, G. (GENE) SNYDER, BAIRD blurted,
"I have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing
interviewing Agents to complete statement.

. BAIRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again
‘advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to
arrange an interview of BAIRD with Specilal Agents of the FBIL .
in the presence of a representative of the United States |
Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of .
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local |
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him." '
BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats
from the FBI over the last tem years." and "I have nothing
to say." BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, "I'll | .
say it all to the House Committee.'" Immediately prior to
termination of contact, BAIKD was advised that if he possessed
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney
General of the United S¢ates. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the
reﬁgdence. : ~

26
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E.
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March
29, 1977.

~r
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L (Type in plaintext or code)
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B . (Precedence)
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70 'DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) , : :
"FROM: ' sAc, 'IDUI‘SVI‘LLE (44-947) (P)
SUBJECT : MURKIN ’

Re Louisville teletype to Bureau dated 3/20/77,
Bureau teletype to Louisville dated 3/26/77, Louisville
teletype to Bureau dated 3/27/77, Louisv111e teletype to Bureau
dated 3/29/77 and Bureau telephone call to Louisville, 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies
of self-~explmnatory LHM setting forth details concerning
recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E, BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, that he had received offer from FBI
Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., inclusive of local newspaper articles relating to same
and unsuccessful attempt to interview CLIFTON E, BAIRD,

Enclosed for Memphis are two (2) copies of above
described LHM, which contains summary of all information
developed to date conce$ning instant aspect of captioned matter.

It is noted that Louisville Division indices contain
only single reference to "CLIFTON EUGENE BAIRD, Officer,
Louisville Police Department" (LS 44-474), which file was
destroyed on 2/28/77. No information is contained in
Louisville Division files substantiating BAIRD's allegation on
3/29/77 that he has received numerous threats from the FBI
over the last ten years.

Copy of enclosed IHM being disseminated locally to
U. 8. Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky.

_ - Bureau (Enc. 10)
@:)— Memphis (Enc. 2)
- Louisville
EVA/scs

(6) .

Approved: Sent
. Special Agent in Charge
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O : Director, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, Memphis  (44-1987) Jed~ N
MURKIN

Re telephone call from Supervisor HAL HELTERHOFF,
FBIHQ, to Memphis, 3/30/77.

On 3/31/77, Acting Chief JOHN HOLT, Memphis Police
Department, advised SA BURL F. JOHNSON that any information
or reports furnished to the FBI by the Memphis Police Department
in conjunction with captioned case may be released to the House
Select Committee on Assassinations without the expressed consent
of the Memphis Police Department.

2 - Bureau
1 - Memphis
RHB:1n

(3)

mERIALIZED

Y R e

FILED et

Y- 1987 s )77 - (113
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3/30/77
AIRTEL AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
T3 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
Q0: MEMPHIS

ReBHairtel, 3/21/77.

On 3/30/77, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alabama Highway
Patrol (AHP), Montgomery, Alabama, advised that an aﬁv traoy&;{'
had an informant who had been in contact with a
Birmingham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to ﬁhn informant
concerning a conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING which
involved FRANK LIBERTO and DR. GUS PROSCE. DAVIS indicated
to the trooper's informant that the information had been related
to the FBI, but apparently no action was taken.

Major DIXON was advised that the Birmingham Office had
been in contact with MORRIS DAVIS on several occasions, had taken
all information in the possession of DAVIS, and had furnished
this. information to FBIHQ and interested offices. DIXOR was
advised that Birmingham is positive that the FBIHQ had furnished
DAVIS' information to interested congressional committees, as
DAVIS had stated that a representative of the House of
Representatives Committee had been in contact with him,

The above is set forth for information of PBIHQ and
Mobile. As Birmingham has had numerous contacts with DAVIS,
he will not be contacted at this time; however, Birmingham will
continue to disseminate any pertinent information volunteered
by DAVIS.

2 - Bureau _

1 - Mobile (Info) »
G~ Memphis (44-1987) (Info) o Cr— Vel
1 -~ New Orleans (Info) v » B

1 - Birmingham L1y

ALB:hss N

(6)

B Gl e
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 4/11/77
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a letter
to the Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee,
from RUFUS J. HARPOM, Spokane, Washington.

For the information of the Bureau, the original
of this letter was provided the Memphis Division of the
FBI by a representative of the Homicide Bureau, Memphls,
Tennessee, Police Department.

UACB, no action is contemplated by the ws.s
Division regarding enclosed letter.

Note; Original letter maintained in
1-A section of file.

SEARC

s 070/ SEBIALIIZ?,\\
5/7 INDEXE "&

=
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 3 /25 /7 7

DAVID ALAN KULLING, current address 2301 Stone,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, telephone number 761-2333, was inter=-
viewed at the Ann Arbor, Michigan, Office of the FBI.
KULLING provided the following information:

KULLING stated he is currently a student at
Eastern Michigan University and is employed at the
Forensic Center, Ypsilanti State Hospital, 3501
Willis Road, Ypsilanti, Michigan.

KULLING stated he felt he had information which
could possible be of value in the current investigation
concerning the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. KULLING
stated he has been in touch with the congressional committee
investigating the death of Dr. KING; however, he felt
he should also supply this information to the FBI.

KULLING said approximately ten years ago, when
he was in the sixth or seventh grade, he had a girl friend
named CINDY MOTTS. KULLING said he and CINDY MOTTS attended
Grant Junior High School on Nine Mile Road in East Detroit,
Michigan, together. He said often he would spend afternoons
and evenings at the MOTTS residence. While at her residence,
he often overheard conversations between CINDY's mother,
Mrs. (first name unknown) MOTTS and a dark hairn white male,
age approximately 45, 5'8" tall, thin build.

KULLING said he believed Mrs. MOTTS and this white
male were members of the Ku Klux Klan. He said he often
heard them mention MARTIN LUTHER KING and the names of
places where Dr. KING was leading marches. KULLING said the
general tone of many conversations between Mrs. MOTTS and
the white male had hatred of Dr. KING as the focal point.

He said, however, he could not recall any explicit threats
made by Mrs. MOTTS against Dr. KING.

KULLING said he recalls that CINDY MOTTS often
made telephone calls for her mother and these telephone

' me J4-1987s072- /L
nterviewsd on___3/21/77 o__Ann_Arbor, Michigan Fie #Detroit 44-989

SAs THOMAS F. KELLEHEH?;'
by JAMES E. CROSSJ%gR. TFK:bjk

Date dictated 3/25/77

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contenis are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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calls were made from the MOTTS residence, which was
located in the 2200 or 2300 block of Brittainy in
East Detroit. This residence is approximately one
block south of Ten Mile Road.

KULLING said he last saw CINDY MOTTS in the
winter of 1973. He said he does not know where she
currently resides. He said Mrs. MOTTS had a boy friend
who he believes is presently married to Mrs. MOTTS.
Mrs. MOTTS' boy friend is a white male, 6'2" tall, 230
pounds, late 30's, speaks in a southern accent.
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Enclosed for Memphis is the orig:i;p’al FD-302
reflecting interview of DAVID ALAN KULLINGAat Ann Arbor,
Michigan, on 3/21/77, and I-A"envelope containing interview notes.

For information of Memphis on 3/8/77, KULLING
contacted the Detroit Office of the FBI and advised he
had information regarding captioned matter.

Attempts to contact KULLING on 3/14/77 and
3/16/77, negative.

KULLING has contacted the Ann Arbor Office of
the FBI on at least five occasions, offering to provide
assistance in a variety of matters. His reliability is
questiondle at best.
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jng Consplrafors

Agent of FBI Threatened |

e

i ) i _ .. i

‘Brother, Ray Tells Probers | |

! By MARSHA VANDE BERG
: Tennessean Statf Correspondent
: 'PETROS, Tenn. — James

; Barl-Ray told House Assassi- .

imation Committee staff
‘members here yesterday a

ened prison for Ray’s brother
if Ray didn’t name members of
an alleged conspiracy to kill
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Jack Kershaw, Nashville at-
| torney, quoted Ray as saying
the ‘alleged threat was made
against his older brother,
Jack,; nowin Leavenworth fed-
eral penitentiary, aday or two
after Ray pleaded guilty to the
April 4, 1968 assassmatxon of
ng :

-Memphis . FBI agent threat-

'KERSHAW SAID he felt the
"conviction of Jack Ray on a

_charge of aldmg and abetting a

robbery the following year

may have been related to the

threat. :

Kershaw said Ray could
identify the agent only as

“Jensen.” He said Jensen was

not a member of the Nashville
FBI office but was accompan-

“ied by two FBI agents from the

Nashville office when he
talked with Ray at the Tennes-
see State Penitentiary.

It was learned last night that

Robert G. Jensen, former spe-
cial agent in charge of ‘the -

Memphis FBI .office; talked

rmeetmg, Jensen . “demandgd c1c:ss:Lu/cuuon

Ind{cate page, name of i
with Ray at t»he Tennessee jewspaper, city and state.}
penitentiary in 1969

JENSEN, NOW retlred was
reached at his home in Ger-—
mantown, Tenn., and asked
about Ray’s charge. He re-
plied:

““There are records to sup-
port I visited Ray. I have no
qualms about anything I have
done, and I will testify about'
that under oath if neces-
sary.’

Jensen declined further‘

pace /
THE TENNESSEAN

NASHVILLE, TENN

© comment about the meetmg____

with Ray, who is now serving a
99-year sentence here at
Brushy Mountain Prison for
King’s murder

KERSHAW WHO IS seeking
-anew trial for Ray-on grounds :
that Ray was’ an “unw1tt1ng'——
tool” of -a conspiracy to kill
.ng, called the meeting “‘an
;gﬁ;iromr involvement of” the

Date:

“It indicates to me that the Edition:
government itself did not be- xunor:
lieve Ray acted alone;” Ker-
shaw said. !'The FBI was try-
ing to make Ray an-active Title:
conspirator ... because the.
- government was" worried to
death about their white-
wash.” ‘

.. Kershaw said that, at the

f7//5<:a7"i:‘

Edttor:

Character:

-/4yzxam¢”g

Submi Otuc o )
ﬁf&. 7 Pt
En e

'or.RIALIZED.C‘_“FILED E
CBPR 7 L1977

FBI=MEMPHIS - |
P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



© 4 FO-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

i

{Mount Clipping in Space Belvow)

y ’Consplra’rors

' By MARSHA VANnE BERG
‘ Tennessean Staff Correspnndent .
"PETROS, Tenn. — James
Earl-Ray ‘told House Assassi-
nation ~ Committee staff
'members here yesterday: a
Memphis ‘FBI agent threat-
ened prison for Ray’s brother

an alleged conspiracy to kill
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

¢ Jack Kershaw, Nashville at-
j tomey, quoted Ray as saying
|the alleged threat was made
against his older brother,
! Jack, now in Leavenworth fed
| ‘eral pemtentlary, aday or two
‘ after Ray pleaded guilty to.the
lApml 4, 1968 assassmatmn of
\ng :

'if Raydidn’t name members of -

. Memphis FBI .office;

‘,QOhi of FBI Threafened i_ o
‘Brother, Ray Tells Probers - g

'KERSHAW SAID he felt the

‘conviction of Jack Ray on a
-charge of aiding and abetting a
robbery the following year

may have been related to the
threat. - :

Kershaw sald Ray could
identify the agent only as
“Jensen.” He said Jensen was
not a member of the Nashville
F'BI office but was accompan-

“ied by two FBL agents from the

Nashville office when he

talked with Ray at the Tennes-

see State Penitentiary. .
It was learned last night that

Robert G. Jensen former spe-

cial agent in charge of ‘the
talked

®

- death about their white-
" Kershaw said that, at the |

i

{Indicate page, name of ;
with Ray at the Tennessee newspaper, city and state.)
penitentiary in 1969.

. JENSEN, NOW retired, was
reached at his home in Ger- ——
mantown, Teénn., and asked
about Ray s charge He re-
plied:

“There are records to sup-
port I visited Ray. I have no
qualms about anything I have
done, and I will testify about
that under oath if neces-—
sary.” ‘

Jensen declined further
comment about the meeting ___
withRay, who is now serving a . ) .
99-year sentence here at. R .

"Brushy Mountain Prison for '
King’s murder.

KERSHAW WHO IS seeking -

PAGE /
THE TENNESSEAN
TENN

NASHVILLE,

. ———

~anew trial for Rayon. grounds"
- that’ Ray was- an “‘unwitting —

tool” of a conspiracy to kill -
.ng, called the meeting “an :
g‘rg}roper involvement of”’ the .

Date:

“It indicates to me that the ggition:
government ‘itself did not be- Authors
- lieve Ray acted alone;” Ker-
shaw said. ‘‘The FBI was try- Edttor:
ing to make Ray an- active  Title:
conspirator ... because the
government was worried to

f//f 772

wash.” | Character:

/ 24 7MM—/[/§

Classl icution

)meetmg, Jensen “demanded
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(Continued From Page One)
cooperation’’ and ‘“‘the names
of the co-conspirators.” When
Ray refused, Jensen left, turn-

ingto Ray as he walked out the -

. door to say that unless Ray
cooperated, ‘‘you can expeet to
see your brothers down here,
Kershaw said.

ACCORDING TO Kershaw,
Jack Ray is serving an 18-year
. sentence in Leavenworth for
aiding. and abetting in a rob-
bery. He was convicted in
1970.
Kershaw sand the FBI may
have carried out its threat,
because the man who allegedly
committed the actual robbery
was sentenced to only eight
years, and has been granted a
-new trial :
~ Kershaw said he did not
know where the robbery oc-

curred or any details of the

‘conviction, but he said Jack
Ray s convxctlon was on a

‘““most peculiar robbery
-charge” and “I will now inves-
tigate that situation.”

KERSHAW SAID Ray’s -
lawyer at that time, Percy
Foreman, also used 1mphed
threats agamst Ray’sfamilyta -
force Ray to enter a guilty plea
rather than stand trial for the -
assassination of the civil nghts
leader. -

Kershaw and four members
of the House Assassinations
Committee staff spent almost.

 six hours with Ray behind the

walls here yesterday in their
thlrd visit.

Kershaw who met alone
with Ray Wednesday, said an-
other meeting has been sched-
uled tentatively for-April 26.

. . . c "y N &
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A VANDE BERG

hename ‘‘Raoul”’ wasused
n “alias” by the man who
tacted James Earl Ray be-
re-the assassination-of Rev.
lartin Luther King Jr.; Ray’s
%c‘)imgy" Jack Kershaw. said
er o

| self Raoul,” Kershaw said.

. “HE WAS very frank to say A
. Raoulwas thehandle and alias

i « “Ray-was only contacted by
- ‘one person and he called him- .

+ Sprague said Ray “indicat-
ed” the name Raoul “was a’
name made up,” but added
that Ray “‘did not spell out
whether:
idea or another person’s.

HERE ARE excerpts from a

- taped interview of Sprague by
%reporter for the Associated

Press. L

i adopted by -this man,” Ker- °

. shaw said referring to Ray’s

“recent interviews with staff -

members of a House Assassi-

“nations Committee at Brushy ©
- Mountain Prison.

Kershaw’s comments came

- after former committee coun-
'sel“Richard A. Sprague told
reporters in Washington yes-
- terday that he has. concluded
- from- Ray’s ‘statements that

“Raoul” was a fictitious

* name:

Q. Did Ray concede Raoul is -
a fabrication, or did you and

your staff conclude his story ‘

. Was not terribly credible? -
sname was Ray’s

A. There’s a combination in-
volved. in answering that.

There was not a discarding by .

Ray as to certain things_he S

-
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-indicated another. person did.

There was an indication:
the name ‘Raoul’ was a
made up and that that w
in fact what he was n¥
There were other areas.’

indicated to me that é@ﬂ%i

facts being related were: just
not so.

Q.IsRay saymg he made up

the name ‘Raoul,’ or did some- |

one else make it up and make
him use it?

- A.He mdlcated that itwasa

name that he did not accept | L

and he was using it as a name.
for another person, but. %
not spell out whether th

his name or the name gl 3’
him by the other person.

Petros, Tenn., prison whi
Ray is mcarcerated Spragy
said Ray was consistent in

lone assassin of King in Apnl
1968 in Memphis. -

Sprague quoted Ray as say-
.ing he had help in getting a
‘weapon to escape from a Mis-
souri dprxson and that he con-
tacted people after the assas-
sination for help in escapmg to
Canada.

King was fatally shot about
one year after Ray escaped
from a Missouri prison. Ray
was arrested in September
1968, in England. He arrived in
; England via Canada, on a
passport under an alias.

THOSE WHO helped Ray
vere not members of Ray’s '
mily, Sprague quoted Ray as
ying. But Ray had not gotten
:the point of describing the -
rsons further, he-said,

Committee :counsel Robert:-
hner is expected to inter-.

| view Ray again Thursday at

Brushy Mountain Prison.

Sprague reslgned as the
committee’s chief counsel two
weeks ago in a flurry of con:
troversy over his role in the
committee’s mvestlgatlons _
The House voted to continue

[ funding of the mvestlgatlons_
“after Sprague re51gxled

":5 ~IN A press conference yes-
During the interviews rmﬂm

texday, Sprague urged Presi-
et Carter to appoint a spe-
 prosecutor to investigate
assassinations, and then

1 criticized the ecommittee for.
““political expediency’’ and

“titillating the public.”
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Airtel
4/22/71

To: BAC, Seattle
From: Director, ¥BI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Re Nemphis Jettexr dated 4/11/77 enclosing a copy
of a letter from Rufus J. Harpom, Spoksme, Washington, copies
of which are enclosed for M%tia.

Bufiles contain no information identifiable with
ggpm. m#tt:né h;mlm sone Mmﬁg miam in ygur
es exists mtmy tly interview Harpom for
full details concerning im on he desires to furnish
re captioned :m:m. Mt LEW mults incorporating a copy
of his enclosed letter as well as summarizing results of any
prior information in your files.

Enclosures (2)
@- Memphis (44-1987) (For information)

-/// 7

E

' ;AL\ZEb:ﬁWb
APR 2N 1(3/7

Mﬁw
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray: In Gas Statian When:King Was Slain’
/TON. — [UPI) — James Ear Koy gt '

Vision broadcast today that he was - (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

in a Memphis gas. station having his- white
Mustang car serviced at the time Martin Lu-
ther King'Jr. was assassinated in 1968.

Ray, who originally pleaded guilty to the -

murder, now wants a new trial, claiming thata ’ — PAGE 12
man known to him only as Raoul might be re-
‘sponsible for the crime. . .., : c
‘Ray was inte viewed in his prison cell at ‘
Brushy Mountain Park in Tennessee by author- . —— MEMPEIS PRESS
‘Mark Lane, who claims the assas- SCINITAR T
IS d John F. Kennedy-, Ari b LAL

A

— MEMPHIS, TENY

| Fafe was-interviewed Juh * {
Morning America program in connection ‘with" -
publication of another book to support ‘his )
thegriés. The program cut into portions: of .
Lane’s filined-interview with Ray. = .
Ray said of his movements on April 4
when King 'was shat: .- >0y T
“At that time, I intended to g0.to movie
I recalled that I had car trouble the day
before. 1 doubled back to service the, car. I
believe that's close away from the terminal

S

‘

%

{ ad- block:
0 e the sgootiri Date: JAY 7t
" have taken place. There have been police state- dition ;'A} 2, 1977
: %\r}t‘sr{_chat,thev waved me off. Anyhow, I went )
‘New Orleans.” : Author:
“The FBI, which investigated the King mur- Editor:
der-and & Justice Department review earlier Title:

“this week, concluded that all the evidence
"showed that Ray killed King with a rifle he:is
known to have pufchased several days before.

Lane said Ray claimed he had been involv- Character:
ed with others, including a man named Raoul,.
" in some smuggling schemes operating across er
the Canadian and Mexican borders. ) Classification:

Submitting Office: EEIP‘LTIS

AL

D Being Investigated

Yy a9 1sbMi2|
_ARCH ED_,_,_,INDEXED_____,
CRIALIZED _ Caete FILED e —

. 1
t - |
| Cant G 1977

FBI~MEMPHIS (a2
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King Investigation Team in Memphis_*

By CHARLES GOGODMAN , Investigators today were to begin reading through
Press-Scimitar Staft Writer case files at the Shelby County Attorney General's office

House Assassinations Committee investigators, ijn and take into custody any material evidence they deem |
Memphis to review the 1968 death of Dr. Martin L“Ihm___gcessary Ford said.

King Jr., are trying to avoid the spotlight.
A committee spokesman, refusing to say where the ] (Indicate page, name of
team will be operating in Memphis this week, said inves- | ‘ newspaper, city and state.)

tigators want to locate witnesses at the boarding house
across the street from the Lorraine Motel where Dr.
King was shot by a sniper. .

Rep. Harold Ford of Memphis, a member of the. | - o
Assassinations Committee, said the team will question '
“people who have already come to the front.”

Members of the committee were not to be in Mem- .
phis today. . o , — MEMPHEIS PRESS

James Earl Ray, King's confessed assassin who is : SCIMITAR
serving a 99-year sentence at Brushy Mountain State . L &
Prison at Petros, Tenn., is attempting to win a new trial. . .
His defense lawyer, Jack Kershaw of Nashville, said a — MEMPIIS, T::“.'
West Memphis service station worker, Willie Green, 66, -
could give Ray an alibi.

Ray says that a conspiracy, headed by a mysterious
Latin named “Raoul,” was responsible for the King
slaying.

Green interviewed by The Press-Scimitar last week,
said he saw a man maiching Ray s description using a -
telephone booth at the gas station and Third and Linden, | ‘ o —
seven.blecks-from the Lorraine Motel at about the same !

- time King was killed. el }

— PAGE 10

c T

Date: JAY 9, 1977
Edition:
Author: .

Editor:

[ ' Title:
L/ 4 MR

Character:
. or //Z L
—\D » " | Classification:
_qv) \\,‘,’7ﬁ’w~ | Submitting Ottice: }IINTPITS
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“of the Warren Commission, the

Errors Shoot Down Latest
Martin Luther King Book

By MENNO E. DUERKSEN
Press-Sajmitar atat Writer

MARK LANE, WHO WROTE a best-selling book
on President John F. Kennedy’s assassina-
tion, has written a similar book, in collaboration
with Dick Gregory, on the shooting death of Dr.
Martin Luther King. It is Code Name Zorro
(Prentice-Hall, Inc., $9.95).
Lane’s Kennedy book at-
tempted to rip apart the report

public body appointed to report
t(; the American people on that
slaying. )

Lane’s new ook (Gragory
wrote only .a few chapters on
the personal background of
King) has been released coinci-
dent with the current congres- &
sional inquiry in Washington on.  Duerksen |
the King slaying. It, too, is loaded with
controversy.

If King had been assassinated in Chicago, or

Detroit, it would have been much easier for this
Memphis police reporter, present and on the job at
the time of the King slaying, to believe the con-
tents of a book by Lane on such a slaying.

Elements of Doubt

Being in Memphis, however, where the King
murder took place, makes it too easy to spot the
errors in Lane’s book. And once doubt has crept in
on one, or two, or three points, one finds it difficult
to accept the Lane findings.

Example No. 1 — Lane places great importance
on his charge that Police Detective Ed Redditt was
assigned to provide “security” for the King party
but was “mysteriously” puiled off the job two
hours before the assassin fired his shot.

The truth, stated repeatedly in police reports
and supported by Redditt’s own statement made at
the time, was that Redditt was never assigned to
provide security but to provide police surveillance
of the King party. In short, to keep tabs on King's
movement and activities but not to provide securi-
ty. Redditt himself confirmed the official version
ltihfat he was pulled-aweydecause of threats to his

€.

e i
5/ 2/7/3417“

%
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* King, in fact, did not have police security on his
last tragic trip-te-Memphis, as he had previously
had, because King and his party specifically re-
fused to accept it when offered.

And the joker to the whole Lane concept is that
the observation post selected by Redditt and po-
lice, at the rear window of a Fire Department sta-
tion on Main Street, was too remote from the
Larraine Motel to provide security in the event of
danger to King.

If Redditt had been withdrawn to prevent him
from seeing things he was not supposed to see, as
Lane has also suggested, it must be remembered
that another black police officer, W. B. Richmond,
was left at the fire station post and at least three
other persons were present with him at the win-
dow at the moment when King was shot.

Example No. Z=tam¢ makes a considerable
point about the suggestion that trees obscured the
vision, and line of gunfire, between the window
from which police say the shot that killed King
was fired and the balcony of the Lorraine Motel
where King stood when gunned down.

This is sheer nonsense. Dozens of persons, po-
lice officers, FBI agents and others looked out that
window on the day of the slaying and found the
line of fire completely clear. Pictures to that effect
have been taken and published. Reporters were
also. later allowed to look out that window and

found no obstruction. Press photographers also:

took such pictures.

Example No. 3*=t=aneplaces top emphasis on
Grace Stephens, as “an important witness”, and
accuses police authorities of placing her in a2 men-
tal institution, keeping her locked up there despite
the fact that she is “completely sane,” to prevent
her telling her story. Mrs. Stephens, together with
her husband, Charlie, occupied a room in the build-
ing from which the shot was fired.

Lane quotes her description of the man fleeing
the building with a package — the gun — as being
completely different from the description given by
her husband, which roughly matched that of James
Earl Ray.

Lane also quotes Mrs. Stephens as saying her’

husband was so drunk, and asleep on the bed to
boot, that he could not possibly have seen the man
running down the hall. :

The police version of the story, coming from
various sources, detectives and officials this re-
porter has known for years, is almost the complete
opposite. .

Some three hours later, police took her to head-
quarters and transcribed a written statement from

Mrs. Stephens, which she signed, in which she said

she was ill in bed, had gotten out of bed only once,
around 2 p.m. (four hours before the slaying), with
the help of her husband to go to the bathroom. In
her own signed statement, made within four hours
after the shooting, Mrs. Stephens said she had
heard only vague sounds and had seen nothing.

~ Her husband’s statement, given at the same
time, contained much more detail, was more clear-
ly stated and contains the statement that the man
he saw running out of the building with the pack-
age was the‘same-raan he had seen earlier, who
had rented the room occupied by the slayer.

Retired Agent Named Murtagh

These are merely incidents in the story. Lane's
major case is%tlég*a)mst the FBI and his major
witness is a single disgruntled retired FBI agent
named Arthur Murtagh, who was not in Memphis
at the time of the slaying but is quoted extensively
about anti-King feeling in the FBI organization,
from J. Edgar Hoover on down, and describes FBI
efforts to discredit King.

Murtagh has testified before the present inves-

. tigating committee in Washington and has been

quoted extensively in press stories.

Lane quotes Murtagh as sgying the FBI assign-
ed the code name “Zorro” to a special FBI group
assigned to the job of discrediting King.

It is undoubtedly true that the FBI was to a

' large degree “right oriented,” as Murtagh charges,

and that many FBI agents disliked King. There
was undoubtedly some “anti-black” feeling in the
agency. But this was also true of the Memphis
Police Department, or any other police department
in the U.S. at that time.

But this did not, in my opinion, prevent police
officers in Memphis from “going all out,” in the
investigation of King’s slaying. This reporter has
had the privilege of reading many of the police
investigative reports on the slaying and it is appar-
ent that detectives were digging, and digging hard,
even in the face of open hostility from some ele-
ments of both the white and black communities.

At the beginning, in fact, black leaders blamed
police for the killings.

Statemeni-by-Lex Recalled

Former Police Chief Henry Lux, an assistant
chief at the time of the King slaying, the depart-
ment’s top liaison officer with the black
leadership, and probably trusted more by King's

. organization than any other police officer, has

o
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flatly stated that he never detected any hesitancy

-or “foot dragging” on the part of the FBI to solve

the crime.

Lane’s new book will undoubtedly be widely
read, and will also help fuel the American love
affair with conspiracy.

In one sensational statement on the last page of
the book, Lane states, “Persons employed by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1968 must be
considered prime suspects in the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King.” .

Our suggestion is that without better proof than

Lane has produced, -such a statement can only be

calculated to provide more flame for a fire on
which the ashes should properly be cooling off._



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Seattle, Washington

In Reply, Please Refer to May 26, 1977

File No.

RE: MURKIN

On May 25, 1977, Rufus J. Hayson, West 1419 Water
Avenue, Spokane, Washington, 99201, advised that he subscribes
to Post Office Box 1721 at the Riverside Station, Spokane,
Washington, 99210. He resides at West 1419 Water Avenue
in Spokane, and has no telephone and is not employed. He
recalls that in about April, 1977, he did write a letter
to the Police Department at Memphis, Tennessee, propounding
his views of the killing of Martin Luther King. His views
are derived entirely from newspaper accounts and he has no
acquaintanceship with James Earl Ray, Martin Luther King
or anyone who knows either of these people personally. He
has never been in Memphis, Tennessee.

His views of the murder of Martin Luther King are
that James Earl Ray did not kill Martin Luther Xing, but
rather that some unknown person or persons killed Martin
Luther King and thereafter, lured James Earl Ray to a bathroom,
from which the shot which killed King was allegedly fired,
and thereafter, made their escape while Ray remained and
was captured. He has no basis for his theory other than
newspaper accounts, but felt that he should communicate
with the Memphis Police Department and advise them of his
considered views.
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date: 5/26/77

’ . (T'ype in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL
{Precedence)
"T0 ~ : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (44-371) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Bureau airtel to Seattle, dated April 22, 1977.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) and for Memphis
one (1), copies of a Letterhead Memorandum reflecting interview
of RUFUS J. HAYSON, Spokane, Washington, May 25, 1977.

Repeated efforts to contact HAYSON culminated in
his interview on May 25, 1977.

The indices of the Seattle Office contain no references
to RUFUS J. HAYSON.

% ~ Bureau (44-38861) (Encl 6
2>- Memphis (44-1987) (Encl 1%
- Seattle (44-371)

) 25

LBD/jcb
(5)
dq-19%87 .;.__.%% |
{SEARGHED. INDEXED
SERIALIZED __Ca. FILED (mee——
R G 977
FiBi= MEMPHIS
Approved: Sent .

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-092
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MEL105 1542386 MMO 5 1542385
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DE MM

R 0323087 JUN 77

FM MIAMI (44-1854) RUC

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE
DALLAS ROUTINE

KNOXVILLE ROUTINE

MEMPHIS ROUTINE

NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

SEATTLE (44=371) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN, <

REBUTEL TO SEATTLE, JUNE 3, 1977.

ON JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA LOCATED PALM
BEACH HAWAIIAN MOTEL, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, AND AT THIS TIME
MADE AWARE OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
REGULATIONS CONCERNING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS INFO IN-
CLUDED WHOM HE SHOULD CONTACT IN EVENT HE DESIRES OR IS
ELIGIBLE FOR PROTECTION AND THE THREE CONDITIONS NECESSARY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO MM 44-1854 CLEAR
TO QUALIFY.

LAMONICA ADVISED THAT WHILE HE HAS SOME CONCERN FOR
PROTECTION, HIS MAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL
MARTINEZ, AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN™ IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA,
DOES ACTUALLY POSE A THREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED
THAT NO SUCH DETERMINATION COULD BE MADE AND HE STATED HE
IS PROBABLY GOING TO NEW ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS
AND WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY; HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE WOULD
PROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT NEW ORLEANS WHILE THERE., LAMONICA
CONTENDED HIS INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTER HAS PRO-
DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSUE
HIS INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION,

BT
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E 5EA..LLC .eL CALL TO BUREAU, JUNE 1 15977,
AT APPROXLwAIEL{ 634, P.M., PDST, JUNE 1, 1977, SAC SEATTLE ~ =
RECELVAD Can vo@t NV U swsblartive aemSolF AS©(X) KELTH
ERNEST LAmuNICA' (X). “LAMONICA ADVISED HE IS NEWS DIRECTOR WITH
KIYX KADIO, &8 - KB AVENUE, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, TEL. |
“o2=Zoie. © (LAMOWLCA IDENTICAL WITH-BUFILE 46-53387, CAPTIONED
. KELTH ERW=S1'LAMGNICA; DALE-CURTIS rogko FAG, 00¢ SEATTLE.)
LAMONLCA DESCKIBED PREVIOUS A OCIATION ITH BUREAU PERSONNEL
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PAGE TWO SE 44=371 CLEAR
WHILE ASiiulier Au iNVESiIGATIVE REPORTED WITH WMPS RADIO,
MEGPHIS, TEN4 Seim, AND ALSO WHILE WORKING ON THE YABLONSKI

SURDE. CASES LN, KNV@XV Lww, TeNNESSEE, 'LAMONICA PRESENTLY

RESIDES <1v22 - ASFH.AVENUE SW, FEDERAL WAY, WASHINGTON.

LAMONICA iwDaCATED HE HAS BEEN WORKING ON CAPTIONEU CASE
AND ALTHOUG G E 0D 807 PREVILUS Lot ¥ oF swe oicfac CooFo
"RAOUL" THEORY AS POSED BY JAMES EARL RAY, HE NOW HAS DEVELOPED
INFORMATIQN INDICATING THAT RAOUL™ 1S ACTUALLY (X RAOUL SANTIAGO
| e YAA ,

ATTORNEY, JACK KERSHAW, HE/, LAMONICA, IS TO MEET WITH MARTINEZ

(54T Strr? T2E,F2T
THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY (X) CLIFF ANDREWS (X), WHO'SUﬁPOSEDLY ,

ESTEJO MARTINEZ (X), AND TrAT WITH THE COOPERATION OF RAY'S

SERVED PRISON TIME WITH RAY.

LAMONICA FURTHER INDICATED THAT WHEN THIS INFORMATION BREAKS
IT WILL CAUSE CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY AND HE HAS ALREADY BEEN
CONTACTED BY THREE MAJOR NETWORKS AND LEAVES THURSDAY MORNING
TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER AT LANTANA, FLORIDA,
FROM WHERE HE WILL RETURN TO SEATTLE POSSIBLY ON FRIDAY. HE SAID
APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKENDS AGO HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY TWO INVESTI-
GATORS NAMES MORIARTY (PH), AND GILBERT FROM THE HOUSE SELECT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE SE 44-371 CLEAR

COMMITTEE ON ASSISSINATIONS WHO INDICATED THEY WOULD BE SUBPOENAING

LAMONICA IN THENEAR FUTURE. AT THE TIME OF THIS INTERVIEW

LAMONICA DID NOT HAVE THE AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION ON RAOUL

MARTINEZ., MARTINEZ REPORTEDLY INDICATED HE WILL TESTIFY ABOUT

CAPTIONED CASE IF 'HE CAN BE GRANTED IMMUNITY FROM PROSECUTION.
LAMONICA'S PURPOSE IN CONTACTING SEATILE FBI WAS TO

EXPRESS CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS Tw0 DAUGHTERS, DEBORAH

AMSELA AGE 7, AND DANA ‘EDNA AGE 6, WHO RESIDE WITH HIS PARENTS ..

AT 4817 W. RICHARDSON, PASCO, WASHINGTON, TEL, 547-7935.
REASON FOR HIS CONCERN IS THAT HE HAD HEARD INDIRECTLY THAT 4 NE
OPLE nS “HIIMAN" Raraggkﬁgﬁigmnggkb(ﬁgﬁATION TO RAOUL MARTINEZ)
JOULD CAUSE nIM OR HIS FAMILY A LOT OF TROUBLE IF THE STORY BRFA4S.
HE SAID HIS NEW SOURCE TOLD HIN OF A CONFIDENTIAL MEMO
BELIEVED FROM DALLAS, TEXAS, PD OR SO TO NEW ORLEANS IN WHICH
MARTINEZ %S DESCRIBED AS A VERY EXPERIENCED HITMAN.

LAMONICA ADVISED BY SAC OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM AND THAT HE SHOULD PROBABLY NOTIFY INVESTIGATORS FOR SELECT
COMMITTEE OF HIS FEARS BUT TO CHECK WITK THIS OFFICE UPON
HIS RETURN THIS COMING FRIDAY.
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PAGE FOUR SE 44-371 CLEAR

ABOVE FU"RNISHED FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU FOR REFERRAL
10 DEPARTMENi, ALL OFFICES HOLD SPECIFIC LEADS IN ABEYANCE
PENDING IwSiRUC1IONS FROM BUREAU

BT

Wieg
INVALID CHannEL DESIGNATOR RESUBMIT
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Mobile, Alabama
File No. ’

June 3, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

Set forth hereinafter is an interview form reflecting
information furnished by James P. Dalton at Montgomery, Alabama,
concerning captioned matter.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) ¢ (\ ‘ (\

#

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of !rcnscriplionw

JAMES P. DALTON, YPield Investigator, Alabama
Department of Pensicns and Securitiss, telephone number
$32-59353, voluntarily appesred at the Montgomery Office
g:f the Federal Buressuy of Investigation, and advised as

ollows:

¥e had been smployed as an investigatory reporter
by Station ¥BAY-TV, Huntsville, Alabame, from June, 1970
t:u ﬁm’m@ 1971. At thet time his name war JAMES DALPON
CULPEPPER, but he bad his name legally changed during
lﬁ?ﬁ &a m one currently beling used. He was also www
as an investigatory reporter by Station WEAB-TV, Mentyg
Alabams, from July, 1974 until July, 1975.

During his emp £ with WAAY-TV, Buntasville,
he developed informaton which later led him to believe
was the possible motive behind the m&mﬁm of dr.
HMARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. at Mesphis, Tennessee Jduriang 1968.
%Mmpmkmmmmﬁkhmmw, and
iﬁma&i&kﬁgmjm&mmkﬁam;mmmw
furnish it to the appropriate asthorities for considers~
tion and posasible investigation if deemed necessary.

During 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Runtsville became lavelved in a strike to obtain an
bourly wage increase. Approximataly two days after the
strike started, JOE DAVIZ, Havor of Hantsville, negotiated
contract with Aserican Disposal, Inc., & local company
headed by CPRORGE MC WHIPTER, to handle the garbage ;&i@k@
and aimm& m a temporary basis in Buntsville during the
peried of the strike. MO WHIRTER was Yeported to have
been formerly connected with MeWhirter mawmz.a MM
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, and this company had merged with
another company located in Dallas or Houston, ma, which
was also in the garbage disposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted about three months
with numerous acts of viclence committed during the perioed by

Pl % M0 157=2627

,‘m 2‘Dcﬁe dictated ‘!}_‘_’@

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents dre not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MO 157-2627

2

individuals sympathetic with or opposed 2o the strike. Infor-
mation was developed by DALTON indicating the strike was
prolonged at the imstigation of HC WHIRTER with the knowladge
of Mayor DAVIS, in order to maintain tbe lucrative contract
with the city, and that some of the scts of viamm and
vandalise were actually encouraged by MC WHIRTER a5 a maans
of prolonging the strike. Inforsmation was alw developed
indicating that Hayor DAVIE had possibly received a pay-off
from HC WHIRTER and his assocliates for the contract. DHue to
MC WHIRTER's out-of-State comnections, it was bhelleved by
W that he possibly had scome involvement with organized
crime.

BALTON was upable to expose his findings because
hiz employer foared mome type of repsrcussion might result
and is reporting all this information was suppressed.

He waz unable to develop any positive information
concerning ¥C WHIBTER's possible connection with any known
organized crime figures.

Bince a similar situstion existed in Memphis,
Tennessee during 1962, which resaulted in the appearance of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER m&, a‘n, t&m:m: on hz&}mlf ef tlm
Southern Christian leadership
violence and effect a wmfnl mt&i&m&t M the strike,
thus winning incresased support of the black sanitation
workers, the possibility existed that he was killed for or
by individuals supporting some private conceran that was
handling the city garbags disposal at the time, or sttempting
to obtaln a private contract for this gservice, and would
therefore benefit from a prolonged wiolence ridden strike,

DALYON had no information of 2 specific nature
concarning this matter. He did net know if any private
qarbm removal firm was handling the garbage pieckup in

during the strike, nor did he know of any concerxn
which was attempting to negotiate with the city of Hemphis
for this business. He had developed no informstion indicating
that MC WEIRTER or any of his associates were operating in
Memphis during this peried, asd he could furnish no other
information which would support his theory in this regard.

3
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MO 157-2627

3

Be displayed an article, however, which he claimed
appeared ian the "Hatiomal Inguirer”, dated May 31, 1877,
which reported that WILLIAM :,WW;:;E?%; Miami, Florida Union
organizer, had claimed that he had overheard a conversation
botween unidentified members of the Sanitation Workers Union
and the Longshoresmens Usion in Washington, . €. on April 1,
1568, wherein a statement was made by one of the individuals
when discussing the labor situation in Memphis during that
time, that if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING returned to
HMemphis “we don't have any alternative but to kill him"
because his activities in Mewphis at the time were harming
labor’s cause. Article further stated that SOMMERSETT had
reportad this information to the Miami Police Department
authorities and that it had been reforred by that agenecy to
the Pederal Bureau of Investigation. Article further stated
that SOMMERSET? claimed he had overheard this conversation
while in Washington attending a meeting of the ¥ational
Labor Relations Board onm April 1, 1963,

DALTON could furnish no additional informatien
concerning this matter, nor could he furnish anymore informa-~
tion suppovrting his belief that Beverend BARTIN LUTHER KING
was possibly killed for individuals having an interest ia
prolonging the labor strike of the sanitation workers at
Memphis, Tennessee during that periocd. He stated he had
maintained a file on the information developed by him through
his investigation concerning MC WHEIRTER's involvement with
Mayor JOE DAVIS devring the strike of the sanitation workers
in Huntsville, Alabama during 1971, and wouléd make it avail~
able for further review if needed.

4%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Mobile, Alabama

June 3, 1%77

JAMES EARL RAY:
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ~
VICTIM

Set forth hereinafter is an interview form reflecting
information furnished by James P. Dalton at Montgomery, Alabama,
concerning captioned matter.

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It iz the property of the FBI and is loaned to-

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed-
outside vour agency.
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